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2 Pet. 1. 1.
—To them that bave obtained like precious fasth with us. '

1 John iil. 23.

And tbis is bis commandment, that we fhould believe on the
name of bis Son Fefus Chrift.

THE apoftle, having treated of obedience to the com-
mands of Gad, as an evidence -of our being heard
and accepted of him, left we fhould be deceived in a mat-
ter of fo great importance, informs us in our text, of the na,
ture of that obedience, which is an evidence of our being
accepted ; It is the obedience of faith.—Tbis is bis command- .
ment, that we fbould believe on the name of bis Son Fefus
. Chrift.
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Cieiff.  Faith itfelf is an obedience to a divine command ;
and all that obedience which flows from faith, and that on-
ly, will prove our fincerity. No mere outward forms what-
foever will conflitute 8 real charafter of grace, This is his
commandment, as though it were the ooly command, it be-
ing the Chriftian compend of all the commandments. The
excellency of the grace and duty of faith is the great obje&t
exhibited in thefe words—Of the grace and duty of fuith,
we fay ; for as it is beflowed, it is a grace ; as commanded,
it is our duty. The excellency of it appears from its be-
ing, as it were, 2 fummary of all the other commands; as
well as from its immediate obje&, the name of the Loxp
Jesus €BRisT; or bis perfon and mediation, and whatfo-
ever as mediator he makes himfelf known by. On thefe
accounts it is ap invaluable gift of heaven to all that have
obtained this precious favour of the Loed.

I I proceed, in the fecond place, ta illafirate the ecwrel-
kncy of faving faith, '

1. The faperior excelleacy of faving faith appears from

js being the mean of interefting us in Chaill, and all the
bleflings of his purchafe. Through faith we are acquitted of
an obligation to eterngl punithment, and receive a firm. title
to all the bleflings of grace and ewverlafting glory—Tkarefors
besng juflified by faith, we bave peace with God, throngh
our Lord Fefus Cbriff. By whom alfs we bave accefs by
Saith into this grace wherein we fland, and rejoice in bope of
the glory of God. By faith we become heirs of God and
joint beirs with Chrift ; for ye are all ¢be cbildren of God by
faith.in Chriff ¥efis.  All the ends of the earth are invited
to look unte Chrift, and be fhved.  But faith is the eye that
beholds. htis. fulnefs, and the glory of the precious bleflings
coatained in: the promife. Chriftis tendered to us as the gift
of
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of God, and eternal life in him ; and faith is the hand that
takes hold of the gift and appropriates it to ourfelves. God
has fo conftituted the new covenant plan of life, that the
moment we are united to Chrift by faith, we are freed from
the curfe of the broken law, and received as favourites and
<hildren of his family. O believers! could I, in law-threat-
nings, fet hell and deftru@ion naked before your eyes ; could
Y let you hear the groans, and fee the flames, from which
you are faved through faith—Could I in gofpel-promifes lay
open the third heaven, to let you hear the Halleluias, and
fee the fhining ranks, with which you fhall thortly mingle—
Or could I difclofe to you the unfearchable riches of Chrift,
and all the fearchlefs treafures of grace and glory, to which
by faith you have received an indefeafible title— Each of
your hearts muft cry out with wonder and praife ; How pre-
sious is the gift I bave received of the Lord! O ye expec-
tants of glory ! fee that ye live as the heirs of fuch bleflings.

2. The excellency of faith appears from the glory of s
object, God in Chbriff reconciling the world unto bimfelf—
Or the glory of God, thining in the face of Fefus Chrife, is
s precious obje@. I doubt not of the propriety and ne-
ceflity of means to give a difplay of the divine perfeQions
to intelligent creatures. For the invifible things of God from
 the creation of the world are clearly feem, besng underfiood
by the things that are made, even bis eternal power and God-

bead. And whofoever are wife to obferve the good and .

righteous alls of providence, even they /ball underfiand the
doving-kindnefs of the Lord. But redemption is the mafter-
piece of all the divine workmanthip. In this plan of peace
and good will to men, Glory to God in the bighef is pro-
claimed with loudeft accents. And not only is the glory
of God in the higheft illuftrated by this faving plan; but
from it arifeth, in the higheft degree, the happinefs of ra-
tional creautures—Not the happine(s of men only, bat

even
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" even of hqu angels themfelves, who needed not a Saviout,
becaufe they never had tranfgrefled : For the knowledge
and enjoyment of God are neceflary to happinefs. The
more of his glory is known, the fuller the enjoyment of
him : And the more full the enjoyment, the greater muft
be the happinefs refulting from it. But in Chrift, all the
moral .perfettions of Jehovah harmonize, and are moft
clearly difplayed. In the groans of an expiring Saviour,
inflexible juftice fhines with infinitely brighter and ftronger
evidence, than in all the flames of Sinai, or the more ter-
rible flames of Tophet. Eternal love flows ftrongeft and
(weeteft in his blood : Herein is love, not that we loved bim,
but that be loved us, and fent bis Son to be the propitiation for
our fins. And where would mercy have had a medium of
difcovery, had it not been for the defpifed crofs of Chrift?
Mercy which is over all bis works. And is not Chrift
crucified emphatically called the power of God and the wif-
dom of God, for the falvation of all who believe on him?
Law and juftice required fatisfation, not only adequate to
the infinite malignity of fin, and the infinite claims of juf-
tice upon the finder ; but that this fatisfation be made in
the fame nature in which the offence had been given. Aa
‘angelic offering would not be accepted for a human of-
fence. But were it accepted, and united with the facrifice
of all the human race, the offering would have been infinite-
ly beneath the claims of juftice. The whole race of men,
with all the angelic hoft, muft have funk down under the
guilt of fin into everlafting perdition. But all thefe claims
are fully anfwered by the facrifice of Chrift. For the in-
finite dignity of the divine nature ftamped an infinite
worth on what he did .and fuffered in his human nature,
on account of its union with the divine nature in his fa-
cred perfon. Now law and juftice triumph in the falvation
of guilty finners by the propitiation of Chrift : For hereby

they
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they receive more honour than they could receive by the
fufferings of all the creatures to eternity ! A firoke of wif-
dom this infinitely out-reaching every conjeCture of created
intelligences! All their projeéls, during eternal ages, to
fatisfy juftice and fave the fianer, would have perithed. in
the very embrfo! This great myftery of godlinefs, God
manifefted in the fieth, to atone divine juflice, and fave the
guilty finner, firikes all the angels of glory into everlafting
aftonifhment, while they fall at the feet of the God-man
adoring, and with angelic raptures look into the myfteries
‘of redemption in his blood. Which things the angels defire
¢o look into. Myfieries, at which faith bumbly bows and
adores ! —Faith which feeth bim wbo is invifible, and by
which 2lone we can behold Emmanuel’s glories, and the glo-
ries of falvatian purchafed by his blood ; as we fhall more
fully fee in the next particular. When Peter confefled to
his Lord, Thou art Chrif, the Son of the living God, his Sa-
viaur replies, Bleffed art thou Simon Barjona : for flefb and
blood bath not revealed it anto thee, but my Father which is in
beaves. From a heart impregnated with 2 fenfe of this blef
fednefs, no doubt Peter in our text hails 2ll who had obtaion-
ed like precious faith with himfelf and his fellow difeiples.

- 3. We learn the faperior excellency of faith from. the
firength and brightnefs of its evidemse. The power of faith
is the moft noble poffefled by mortals, and its evidence the
brighteft this fide eternal vifion ; unlefs we fhould: except in-
fpiration. The evidence of fenfe only reaches to material

-objedls, and the evidence of reafon is confined within the
limits of the fallen creature’s power ; but faith fees bim who

15 invifible, and is the evidence. of things not feem, not feen
either by the eye of fenfe or reafon. It penetrates into the
ivifibilities of the other world. Eaeyxo; rendered evi-
dence, fignifies a clear convithive proof, or demonftratiap.
lovifible glaries appear evident to the eye of. faith, and are
Co : more
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more impreflive than any obje@s which daily offer to our
fight : For it perceiveth them by a fpiritoal light ;—a light
immediately infufed into the foul by his almighty power,
who commanded the light to fbine out of darknefs. The [pi-
ritual man judgeth (or difcovereth) all things. Inftrulted
‘from on high, by the power of the Holy Ghoft, he hath a
fpiritual difcernment of, and relifh for, the tranfcendent glo-
ry of divine objeéls.

- But tbe natural man recerveth not the things of the Spirit
of God; for they are foolifbnefs unto him; neitber can be
Anow them, becaufe they are [piritually difcerned; and no
unrenewed man hath a fpiritual eye to difcern them. The
do&rine of the crofs of Chrift is foolifbnefs to the learned
Greek, and a fumbling block to the felf-righteous Jew.
Was the natural man poflefled of all the fublimity of a
Longinus and a2 Homer, all the power of a Demofthenes
and a Cicero, all the wifdom of a Solon and Lycurgus, and
with all the philofophy and improved knowledge of a So-
crates and a Plato; all this notwithftanding, without a prin-
ciple of faith, the fublime myfteries of the gofpel will be
foolithnefs unto him. Yea, did he unite with all thefe ad-
vantages the fludy of the oracles of God; yet as to unbe-
lieving Jewith rabbies, who knew not tbe Lord of Glory, the
gofpel would be a hidden myftery to him, and the preach-
ing of the crofs a flumbling block.

But why need we run back to heathen philofophers and
Jewith do&ors? The whole tribe of infidels, in this and the
preceding ages, (fome of whom were men of the moft acute
and improved genius), are firiking examples of this melan-
choly truth. And many who rejeé the name infidel,
fome of them by their corrupt opinions, everfive of the gof-
pel of Chrift; fome by their vile pralices ; and others by
their averfion to the power of godlinefs, proclaim to the
world that they have dark aud unbelieving hearts; Oh!

' fin
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fin has an awfully blinding ahd hardening tendency. There-
fore are finners called cbi/dren of darknefs, and Satan’s ter-
titories a kingdom of darknefs.

But it is the glory of Chriftianity, that while the myfte-
ries of the golpel are bid from the wife and prudent, they are
revealed unto babes. The weakeft child of grace knows
more of God, of Chrift, of the fcheme of falvation and ope-
rations of Grace, than the moft inftru®ed and cultivated fin-
ners. . He may not be as able as they to reafon upon thofe
topics; but he fees their attraltive beauties, feels their
power, and relifhes the comforts of them, which they do not.
He may not be able to trace the operations of nature in
their caufes and effets; yet he fees more of, and is more
affedted with, the divine glories thining through a fpire of
gmfs, a fingle flower, or a drop of cold water, than the
gracelefs philofopher can perceive in all the ftupendous
works of God, and by the affiftance of all his tubes and
glaflies. For even through faith we underfiand that the
worlds were framed by the power of God, and fee more of his
power and glory in their frame, than all the efforts of feeble
reafon can difcern. Let faith behold the glory of God in
the face of Chrift, and the heart will be prepared to read
his glory in all the works of his hands.

4- The excellency of faith appears with ftriking evidence
from its power and snfluence to bring heaven down to earth,
(fo to fpeak), and give us a prefent tafte of the bleffednefs to
be enjoyed there ; for it is the fubflance of things boped for.
It gives them a prefent fubfiftence in the heart. Faith re-
ceives, and is itfelf, an earnefl of our inkeritance, the firft frusts
of the fpirit of glory. An earneft being part of the promife
given in hand, to enfure the whole, is of the very fame kind
of the thing itfelf for which it is pledged. . Like the belie-
ving fpies of old, the faith of true believers brings down
fome clufters of the heavenly Canaan, by the delicious tafte

of
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of which their fouls give a good report of the promifed
land, and become earneft to take pofleffion of it. It bears
no more proportion, indeed, to the happinefs of heaven,
than a drop to the ocean, or a fingle ray to the whole body
of light in the fun; nor fo much. Yet as a ray is of the
fame nature with the fun, and 2 drop with the ocean; fo
faith and its fruits are of the fame nature of heaven itfelf.
Grace is glory begun, and glery is grace perfe&ed.

A brief view of the defcription given of heaven in the
word of God, with the nature and effe@s of faving faith,
may ferve to illuftrate this fubje@ more fully. Heaven is
defcribed as a ftate of perfe@ reft, and perfe@ holinefs.
There the fervants of Chrift fee bés face ;—fee him face to
face, and there 55 fulnefs of joy, and pleafurs for evermore.
But faith, as we have feen, not only receives the account of
its obje& from teftimony, but (by the operations of the Holy
Ghoft) through that teftimony fees the obje itfelf, be-
holds its glory *. It produceth fweet reft and comfort in

the

* The difference between immediate vifion, and feeing the
obje& by faith, feems to confift principally, if not wholly, in
the mode of difcovery, and the degree of their effe@s refpec.
tively upon the mind: Here we are as well encumbered with
flefh, as weakened by fin, and view the obje@s through me-
diums of fenfe. The gofpel and vifible ordinances are glaffes
through which we view the glory of God, and by which the
Holy Spirit refle@s the image of that glory upon our minds.
But in heaven there will be no need of a glafs ; a glafs would
only obfcure the vifion ; as to look at the fun through a glafs
would weaken and difturb rather than affift the fight. In
beaven we fhall fee the glory of God with evidence as bright
and powerful as a frame, ftrengthened with immortality, and
enlightened with vifion, can fee and enjoy the infinitely glo-
rious obje&. By immediate vifion 1 do not mean, that the

glorified
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the foul, purifieth the heart, and worketd by love, and be-
lieving in Chrift, we rejoice with joy unfpeakable, and full of
glory. Viewing the glory of its obje&t with the grounds
of truft given by a promifing Saviour, the foul is irrefifli.
- bly, but fweetly, drawn to a fatisfying reft in him, Blefled
prelude of heaven! And viewing this glory, they love it,
théir hearts age delighted with it. But love to God is the
purity of a foul, and joy the triumph of love. The one
will ever be in proportion to the other. O believers, would
'you live free from the bitter reproaches of confcience, and
enjoy a heaven upon earth, be much in the exertife of faith.
By this you may travel through the promifes, and pluck a
flower here and a flower there, from Whlch you fhall fuck
the fweets of celeftial bleflednefs.
5. The excellency of faith is derived from its being the
fprmg of fpiritual life, the moving pﬂnnple of all the othet
graces

glorified faints will never behold the glory of Gad through
any of his works. New worlds and new wonders may forever
arife, through which he will mariifeft his glory to them. Nor
would I be underftood to mean, that they fhall look,. or that
it is poflible for any creature to.look, directly into the divine
eflence, without any medium of difcovery. How that inay
be, I cannot tell. However, if they fhall behold his glory
throngh means, the means as well as the capacity for happi-
nefs, will be fuited to that fate of perfe®ion. But when this
mortal fhall put on immortality, and this corruption incor-
ruption, the ufe of figures to firike the fenfes fhall have for
ever ceafed. Nor fhall the faints in glory, as in the prefent
ftate, attain to the knowledge of God by weak and tedious
-dedudtions ; but this fountain of light will peur, with fulleft
evidence, the inexpreflibly bright beams of his glory into théir
fouls, as the fun his rays upon the earth, whether direétly
from the divine eflence, or throngh his works. Their know-
ledge will be intuitive, without the leat degree of obfcurity.



The Excellency of Saving Faith. 41

_ graces and holy affe@ions ».  The. life which I live in the

Se/b, 1live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave bimfelf for me. Faith worketh by love, as we have
feen ; for the faith of being loved begets love to its objedt.
We love bim, becaufe be firft loved us. It produeeth true re-
pentance ; they /ball look upon me whom they bave pierced,
and moarn for bim. To believe that Chrift was pierced by
and for our fins, opens the fluices of godly forrow, and lays
the foul low at his feet ; and trufting the mercy and truth
of his promife; believers are encouraged to look to the li.
ving Head for gracious influences, to quicken them to the ex-
ercife of every grace and Chriftian virtue, by which they are
gradually affimulated to and prepared for glory.

My Chriftian brethren, the more you learn the fpiritual
art of living upon Chrift by faith for firength, and for the
whole of your fan@ification, as well as pardon, the eafier
will your journey to heaven be, and the greater fpeed will
you make in your way. You make little progrefs in your
way; perhaps, by frequently difputing whether you are ia
it; and your complaints of darknefs and deadnefs remain,
becaufe you do not come immediately to the fountain for
light and life.  You examine yourfelves, and ufe many
teans to quicken your fouls unto the a&s of fpiritual life.
All this is your duty. But the exetcife of faith, the moft
noble megns of all, being too much negle&ed, your com-

C " plaints

# There are thefe three filter graces, faith, hope, charity ; but
the greatefl of thefe is charity. 1 Cor. xiii. 13. _Charity or Chri(-
tian love, is the greateft in point of daration 3 for faith fhall
be turned into vifion, hope into fruition, while love fhall eter-
- nally enjoy the rewards of viGtory. But in this life faith takes
the lead; for as well love itfelf, as all the other graces, flow
from it, as 4 fpring, and will be in firength in proportion to
the frength of faith.
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plaints continue, and they will continue until you spply te
Chrift by a prefent diret a&t of faith. This would change
your night into day, and your deadnefs into life. By this
you will obtain light to difcern clearly what Chrift has dane
for your fouls, and enjoy the comforts of it. And by this
you will abtain viory over the body of death, and 2 grow-
ing comformity to our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift.

6. Faith is moft excellent, as it is an aftsve principle of
sll boly obedience. - For this is bis commandment, vha we
Sbould believe on the name of bis Som Fefus Chriff. It ds a
sompend of all Chrifiian duties, and the life and fpring of
them all. Viewing the excellency of the divine law, efpe-
cially as made honourable by the obedience of Ghsift, be-
Yievers delight i it after the inward mas, and are fully re-
conciled to it as an eternal rule of righteoufnefs. Love i
the fulfilling of the law, and their faith worketh by love ;}—
fupreme love to God, and Jove one o asotber, as be gave us
commandment. Their obedience is the willing offering of
Jove ;—not forced, but free ;—not of conftraint, but with a
ready mind. The end of their obedience is the glory of
God, who is honoured by the fruits of it ; and the powerful
motive to it, the Saviour’s love. For tbe love of Chrift con-
Sraineth us. And viewing the perfe@ion of his righteouf-
nefs and grace, they reft in kim for the acceptance of their-
fervices as well as of their pérfons, and firength for the per-
formance of them. In the Lord have I righteoufnefs and
ferength, is the Chriftian’s motto. [ will go om in the
Srength of the Lord God, making mention of thy rigbteoufnefs,
even of thine only, is his firm refolution. In the ftrength of
the Lozd, or by influences of grace derived from him for
the difcharge of duty, making mention of his righteoudnefs
as the only ground of their acceptance in the performance
of it. I believed, faid David, therefore bave I fpoken. We
alfo believe, faid Paul, and therefore fpeak. Then do mini-
' fters

1
to.
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fters pteach with perfusfive power and influence, when they
are under the powerful influence of faith ; and hearers, re-
ceiving the word as a meflage fent from God, drink it in,
and feed upon it, as hidden manna. Sweet are thy words
unto my tafle. By faith both preachers and hearers indite
good matter in all their religious duties. This diQates
prayer and praife in their hearts before they come upon
their tongue. This makes one preacher differ from ane-
ther, one hearer differ from another, and the fame perfon to
differ from himfelf, at different times. When his faith is
not ia exercife, he is languid, cold and without fpiritnal ac-
tivity, in the performance of duty ; but when faith is awake
he feels, and others feel with him, life and vigour in all his
religious duties.

What has been faid on this point at once teacheth the na-
ture of holy obedience, and the neceffity of faith to produce
it. The principles, motives and ends of fuch obedience are
all evangelical. How difierent, how widely different from
this is the formal, the dead and felfilh obedience of carnal
profeflors! O believers! do you thirft for life and com-
munion with God in duty? to that end try to have faith in
lively exercife in your fouls. This will make Chrifl’s
yoke fit eafy upon you, and his burden light. This gives
fuch ftrength and enlargment to the heart, that, though zbe
youths fhall faint and be weary, and the young men [ball ut-
terly fall—tbey that wast upon the Lord fball renew their
Serength ; they fball mount up on wings as eagles, they fball
run, and not be weary ; they fball walk, and not faint.

7. Faith is the moft effe€tual antidote againft temptations
tofin from the devil, the world, or the fleth. Purifying
the heart, it produceth in it an habitual relifh for holinefs,
and a fixed oppafiion to-the lufts of the fleth and of the
mind. And the more this principle is cultivated by be-
hevers, the greater their victories over fim, and the more

Ca . difpofed
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difpofed will they be to fight the good fight of faith, until
they win the eternal crown. And this is the viory that
overcometh the world evem our faith. While faith views
invifible glories, neither the pleafures nor the fufferings of
the prefent time appear worthy to be compared with the
_glory which fhall be revealed in us. Neither fhall the
. chilling damps of adverfity fink you into defpondency, nor
the empty puff of profperity fwell your minds, while you
keep the promife and faithful Promifer in view. Faith will
perceive in the world nothing but the Juff of the flefb, the
luft of the eye, and the pride of life—all its profits uncertain ;
all its pleafures bewitching ; all its honours empty bubbles,
eafily broken by every blaft; and all its applaufe an infec-
tious breath, apt to corrupt wherever it fmites. And the
apoftle afcribes a peculiar influence to the power of faith, to
repel the attacks of our grand adverfary. dbove all taking
the fbield of faith, wherewith ye fball be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the witked. Thefe darts are, in general,
the temptations of Satan, that wicked one ; but more efpe-
cially blafphemy and defpair injefted into the heart—called
Jfiery darss in allufion to the prattice of fome barbaraus na-
tions, who dipped the points of their arrows or darts in
poifon, that they might inflame the flefh, and more certain-
ly do execution. Thefe fecret darts of the malicious foe,
inflamed with the venom of hell, create fear and torment-
ing anguifh in the confcience. But no fooner does faith get
a clear view of the faithfalnefs and mercy of an all-fuffi-
cient Saviour, than the affli®ted combatant rifes viGorious,
and Satan, as a vanquifhed foe, flies the field. Believers!
always hold up your fhield, and learn more and more the
due ufe of it, that with fafety and greater eafe you may
make your way to the crown, through an oppofing crowd

of fnares and powerful encmies.
8. In
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8. In the Zaff place, faith brings into the fouls of belie-
vers the nobleft confolation and fupport under all the for-
rows and trials of the prefent life. The apoftle Peter,
fpeaking of the joy of believers in the falvation to which
they are kept through faith, adds, thougd now for a feafon
(3f need be) ye are in beavinefs through manifold tempta-
tions. That the trial of your faith, being much more pre-

" cious than of gold that perifbeth, though it be tried with
JSire, might be found unto praife, and bonour, and glory at the
appearing of Chriffi. God choofeth and refineth his people

* in the furnace of afliGtion ; their affli®tions try their faith,
and their faith fupports them under the trial. By faith
Mofes forfook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king : for
be endured as fecing bim who is invifible. By faith many of
the worthies endured cruel mockings, feourgings, bonds and
imprifonments—were floned, [awn afunder, tempted, flain with
the fword ;—wandered about in fbeep fkins, and goat fhins,
being deftitute, affliGed, tormented ;—wandered in defarts,
and in mountains, and in caves and dens of the earth,

Accounting their Jot hard, we even at this day feel a
{ympathy with martyrs of old, who endured trials fo fevere.
If taken, however, upon the large fcale, it will be found,
that God was peculiarly kind to them. For the Son of
God walked with them in the midft of the furnace; many
of them fung in the fire, and fome of them have declared,
that the flames were to them as a bed of rofes. The joy of
tbe Lord was their firepgth, and they experienced the truth
of that promife their faith built upon, As tby days, fo fball
tby firength be. 1 doubt not but the glories of the reward-
which their faith looked to and tafted, poured fuch confola.
tion into their hearts as quenched their pain, and was a pre-
{ent reward for their fufferings. But if we look into hea-

. ven, what diftinguithed glory fhall we fee on the martyr’s

crown ! What fuperlative bleflednefs poured into their glo-
C3 rified,
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 rified fonls! For a well inflruéted witnefs to this truth faith,
Our light affliciion, which is but for a moment, worketh for
us a fur more exceelling and eternal weight of glary. Nothing
can exceed the ftrength and glory of this beautiful climax,
Human langnage canmot tife higher. Every flep of it
throws ftrength and glory forward wpen the fucceeding flep.
Not only far more, but far more excéeding ; not only far
more exceeding, but ap ofernal weipht of glory fiall arife
out of the afftition of the faints ; and the weight of the glo.
ry fhall be proportioned to the weight of their afliftions,
and the degree of faith's improvement of theny,
In our day the faith of believérs hds riot trials of fo fevere
a kind as the ancients had to encounter, which miay be a
reafon why it does not commonly fhine with fuch diftin.
guithed brightpefs as theirs. Yet every one will have his
“trials of various kinds, end faith is a blefled mean of fup-
porting him under them sll. Is he pained in body or in
mind ? Faith fixes upon the fure word of promife for relief,
and looks forward to the glorious period, when God Jbalé
wipe away all tears from their eyes. Does he bear re-
proach ? In patience he poffeffeth his foul, in the belief that
Chrift efteems him, ard in due time will make his righteouf-
nefs fhige as the noon day. Do houfes, lands, or any world-
ly pofleflion fail? Faith looks to the purchafed inheritance
‘that fadeth not away, and feeds upon the firft fruits of it.
Do near and desr relations die ? Faith fays, your beft friend
is in heaven, Chrift your elder brother, your hufband, your
Saviour, and yeur God, who, as Elkanah faid to Hannah,
is not only better to you than ten foms ; but infinitely better
than all creature comforts,
Believers! abound in the exercife of believing thie pra.-
. mifes, and refling in Chrift for the performance of them;
then fhall your affelticns fit Jighter upon you, and thofe bit-
ter waters fhall be changcd into fweetnefs. Then fhall you
: gxperience -
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experience the truth of his promife who caanot lie, tbat all
things (even their fharpeft trials) work togetber for good to
them that love God. Then though you walk through the
water and fire of afliction, its flood fhall not overflow you,
nor its flamre kindle wpon you. And then fhall you fay
with patient Job, Whaz 2 fball we receive good at the band
of God, and fbal? we not receive evil #—The Lord gave, and
the Lord bath taken away ; ble[fed be the name of the Lord.
On the whrole,
Is faith a mearr of interefling us in Chrift and all the ble{-
* fings of his purchafe? Is its object moft glorious, and its
evidence moft bright> Does it give to the foul an earneft
of eaven? Is it a fpring of fpiritual life? a principle of
all holy obedience ? the beft antidote againft temptations ?
and the nobleft fupport and comfort under afBiction? How
rich then is your treafury, who have obtained this precious
gift from the Lord. Although you were ftripped of eve-
ry earthly pofleflion, and, as a poor Lazarus, picked up
crumbs at the foot of a rich man’s table, you are, notwith-
fanding, rich. Chrift fays to you, as to poor Sardis, 1
£now thy poverty ; but thou art rich, rich in faith—parta-
kers of the foul-enriching grace of God, heirs of glory!
rich inheritance ! what is its price? Or what can equal it?
No mention fball be made of coral or of peari: The price of
it is above rubies—The topaz of Ethiopia fball not equal it,
neither fball it be valued with pure gold.  The fruit thereof
is better than gold, yea than fine gold ; and the yevenue there-
of than chaice filver. Al the things thou cargﬂ defire are not
to be compared with it
Believers, of whatfoever condition in life you are, high
or low, rich or poor, you have infinite reafon to praife God
for the diftinguithing favour. Faith is not of yourfelves, it
Lss the gift of God. May your hearts, imprefled with a fenfe
of the riches and freedom of grace, unite in Paul’s grateful,
Ca but
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but hymble profeflion, By tbe grace of God I am what I asm,
Ye have been pluckt as brands from everlafting burning,
and in the diftributions of grace a moft precious and foul-
enriching lot hath fallen unto you. That Reverend man.
of God, Mr Thomas Bradbury, was in youth as a wild afs’s
colt ; but after he was converted, and in the miniftry, when
he would fee any prophane debauchee ftrolling through the
ftreets of London, he ufed to fay, with tears and great ten-
dernefs, There goes poor Tom Bradbury, had it not been
for the grace of God. So each of yom, the very beft of
you, may fay, Of all rakes I had been the moft brutifh and
vile, had it not been for the grace of God. O grace! in-
finitely rich and free grace, eternity can never exhauft ity
praife.. :
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