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3 Pet. i, 1.
«=T0 them that bave obtained like precious faith with us.

1 Jobn iii, 23,

And this is bis commandment, that we fbould belseve on the
name of bis Son Fefus Chrift,

HAVIN G in the preceding difcourfes explained the na-
ture and excellency of faving faith, and made a few
prattical refleions, I proceed to a more full improvement
of the fubje&.

I. 1 befeech you, brethren, moft ferioufly and deliberate-

ly, to examine whether ye be in the faith, prove your own-
Sebves 5

~
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Jelves s know ye mot your ownfelves, bow that Chrift is in
Jou, except ye be reprobates. Itis a matter of the greateft
moment, and fhould be atsended to with the greateft care.
A deception here will be of everlafting and moft terrible
confequence to your fouls. To affit you in this important
duty, to what hath already been faggefted in illuftrating the
dodtrine, we fhall add the following charaiters of a living
faith *. :
1. If ye be ifdeed in the faith, your faith hath an in-
fluence upon all your religious duties ; as Abel’s who offer-
ed a more acceptable facrifice than Cain, as having refpe&
to the atoning facrifice of Chrift. You fall at Jehovah’s :
feet humble and felf-emptied, as nothing, and lefs than no-
thing, before him who putteth no truff in bis faints, and
chargab bis angds with folly. Your omly confidence in
approaching a holy God, is the throne fprinkled with the
blood of the Lamb, and his gracious invitation to draw near
to it for mercy and grace. Your only truft for the accep-
tance of your fervices, as well as your perfons, is the righ-
teoufnefs of Chrift, and i bis flrength alone you attempt
every duty. Senfible of your infufficiency for any fpiri-
tual exercife, and encouraged by the promife of his grace,
you look up to him for the gracious aids of the Holy Spirit.
In duties performed from fach a fpiritual principle, peti-
tions are put up with delire for the bleflings requefled ; fins
confeffed with forrow for them ; and miereies scknowledged
with thankful hearts. Very different from this is the fa-
crifice of ungodly worthippers. They pray without defire ;
confefs

* The nitarks of faith we have taken from the chara&ers of
the worthies recorded in the facred pages, as well becaufe they
were of the cloud of witneffes, whofe faith is held up for our
example, as becaufe in them we have the moft lively picure
of the native operations and cffe@s of faving faith.
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confefe without fotrow 3 and offer praife on » theughtlefs
torigue. Nay, their hearts dre oppofed t6 the anfwer of
their own prayers, except it be for temporal favours, er
merely to be faved from wrath; as Augoftine’s in the day¥
of his unregeneracy, when he prayed to Bbe imade ohafle,
his heart faying ¢ Not yet, Lord, not yet.” O ye mockers
of God ! who expe favours for your polluted fervices, can
fash hypocritical fuits fucceed with him?  Will hypocrify
and lies procure his fivour? Is it any wonder i God caft
the dung of your ficrifice in your face, faying, Who bath
regusred ¢his at your bands ?

2. Your fuith, like Endch’s, will appear in a life of com-
munion #hd holy walking with God. By believing views
of his stmiable glories {hining in the face of Chrift, your fouls -
are draw to him in holy affeQions, correfpondent to s di.
vine gloties, ik which the life of communion with God cons
fifts. And, imprefled with a fenfe of his immedists pre.
fence and umiverfal providerice, you walk before him to all
well pleafing, 4s always in his fight. Yoor cenverfatien is
in heaven, from whence you look for the Saviour; and your
fouls thirft for Ged, the living God.  But gra¢elefs profef-
fors, alienated from the life of God, ate firangers to thefe
deveut bresthings of a pious heart.

3. Yout faith, ss Noah’s, will operate in a1 holy fedr of
God.  This is frequently lsiid dows in the word of God as
a chara@er of the faithfal, Not the feaf of & flave, who
only dreads corre&icfi. Not thie fottifh foul-bardering de-
fpair of the fearful and unbelieving, who fball have thedr pare
in the lake that burnath with fire and brimflons, tinlels they
fhall fpeedily obtain repentance unts life : But fiich an awe
of the tmajefly, righteoufnefs and goodnefs of the Lord, 15
will make you tremble at his judgments, while you con-
fide in his meicy, and betake yourfelves to Chrift for fafa.
ty from thé deluge of deferved wrath. The fear of the re-

" probate
\



52 Pra&ical Ufes from the

probate drives him from the Saviour, and torments his foul
with horror and dread of God as an avenging judge. This
confifts with the power and love of fin reigning in the heart.

- But the pious foul dreads finning more than fuffering, and
fays, with faithful Jofeph, How fball I do this great wicked-
nefs, and fin againft God? His fear, as in the dutiful child,
operates as well in love and holy obedience to his God and
father, as in religious caution, left he fhould give him any
offence in thought, in word, or in deed.

4. Your faith, as Abraham’s, will be produétive of felf-
denial, and a ready obedience to the divine commands, even
thofe that are moft difficult and crofs to fleth and blood.
Trufting the power, mercy and truth of a promifing God,
he left his own country and kindred at the call of heaven,
and fojourned in a land of ftrangers and enemies ; and (which
was flill more trying to nature) he attempted at the com-

 mand of God to offer his beloved Ifaac in facrifice.~Ifaac,
the fon of promife, the fon of his old age, the only fon of his
beloved; Sarah ; accounting that God was able to raife bim up
Jrom the dead, from whence alfa be received him in a figure.
If ye are Chrift's, many facrifices have you made for his
name's fake.—Hufbands, wifes, parents, children, brothers,
fifters, houfes, lands; yea, and are determined to part with.
your own lives, rather than deny his name and religion.
Not that piety gives a difrelifh for lawful enjoyments, or
leflens our affe&ions for, much lefs makes us bitter againft,
our relatives. It rather fweetens them to us by the lawful
enjoyment of them ; and excites our gratitude for them, as
the undeferved gifts of heaven to us. Idoubt not but Adam
loved his Eve with a manifold purer and ftronger flame be-
fore, than ever he did after his fall. But grace will make
your hearts fay, Thefe are not my gods. Giving Chrift the
throne in your hearts, it will difpofe you to leave earth,
with all its enjoyments, or yield them up at his call. Yes! *
it
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it will caufe you o pluck out a right eye, and cut off a right
band, for bis fake; i. e. not only to part with allurements
of the world, but with fins as dear and as pleafant to you as
thofe members of the body. What bave I to do any more
with idols ? fpeaks the refolution of a truly penitent and be-
lieving heart. :

But the mere nominal or temporary believer is ftill wed-
ded to his lufts and carnal pleafures, and by repeatedly turn-
ing a deaf ear to the calls and warnings of heaven, is in dan.
ger of having the fearful, but juft fentence, pronounced againft
him, Epbraim is joined to bis idols, let bim alone. Freely
would he embrace houfes, lands, and carnal enjoyments as
his only portion, did he net fear the wrath of God. Take
thefe from him, and his heart cries with Micah, Ye bave
taken away my gods, and what bave I more ?> But to the fin-
cere believer thefe are all taftelefs without the Lord. Nay,
heaven itfelf would be emptinefs to him, thould he not find
his Saviour there. To be with Chrifft, which s far better,
is a leading reafon of his defire to be abfent from the body.
Whom bave I in beaven but thee ? and there i3 none upon earth
I defire befide thee, is the native breathing of a gracious foul.

5. Believers, when it is juft and neceflary, choofe a lot with
the defpifed and affli&ted people of God before any earthly
pomp and riches. By faith Mofes refufed to be called the

~ Som of Pharaok’s daughter ; chufing ratber to fuffer afflictson
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a
Jeafon ; eficeming the reproach of Chrift greater rickes than
the treafures in Egypt.  All the power and wealth, the ho-
nours and pleafures of the world are empty bubbles, pafling
fhadows, in their efteem, compared with the unfearchable
riches and honours of Chrift. Communion with him one day
in bis courts is to them better than a thoufand fpent in all the
tents of vanity and fin. The faints, of whatever condition
or degree, they efteem as the excellent cf the earth, in whom
i
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s all their delight. His caufe they fet before any worldly
or private intereft : If I forget thee, O Ferufalem! let my
right band forget ber cunning. If I do not vemember thee,
ket my tomgue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not
Ferufalem before my chief joy. Chrift’s people are their
people, his intereft theirs, and what gives a wound to it,
toucheth the apple of their eye. The lumbles and falls of
religious profeflors, and the unavoidable weaknefs and infir-
mities of the righteous, are their diftrefs, becaufe a wicked
world takes occafion from thence to reproach the caufe of
Chrift, and make themfelves eafy in their finning. But
they rejoice in the profperity of Zion ; they long, they pray
for a revival of religion in churches, and the fpread of the
geipel in power throughout the whole earth.

Widely different from this is the chara@er of faithlefs pro-
fefors, however fober fome of them may appear before men.
They cheofe religion when fhe treads in her filver flippers;
but are unwilling to take up their crofs, and follow tbe Lamb
whitherfoever be goeth, in geod report and in bad, A blaf}
of perfecution would foon blow multitudes of thofe hypo-
crites off from Chrift, and turn them to be bitter enemies to
his caufe.  Give to fome of them titles, honours, pleafures
and riches, with an empty parade of language or plaufible
elocution in the pulpit; give to others of them, though it
were but a beggarly portion of this world, with dull forma-
lity, flimfey differtations, or dry fpeculation, or dark, unin-
telligible and fpurious novelties in the pulpit, and they may
continue to make fome kind of religious profeffions, ‘But
they will not intereft them{elves about the power of godli-’
nefs, except it be in oppofition to it. True zeal for God
they deteft ; fpiritual and zealous Chriftians, efpecially mini.
flers, are apt to become obje&s of their jealoufy, their fneer,
or their malignant reproaches; and the more fo, the more

eminent they are for piety, or fuccefs ; except convilions
in
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in their con{cicace sad judgment may be o fiveng 36 0 Mp-
prefs their wvifible oppefition. Inlirad of being gnieved,
they watch with an eagle’s cye for the accidental dips, or
unavoidshle infiomities of giaus people, 20d maguify their
-pimples into blotches, a8 8 coves $o their own offemfive fones 5
not confidening that sbatr jpots are ant the fpats of Ged's
people, And, if they cannat ges ifible hlemithes t0 hold np,
they will, with diabalical easlice aad fubtlety, twift and
turn every word and ation into every fhape in osder to
make fomme. Like their predeceffors of did, they clotine the
faints in bear King, and thea bunt them with doge. Imflead
of laying it to heart, 95 28 evifience of Ged's cansrovesfy
with the church, when the xighteouns, efpenisdly able aod
faithful minifters, arve taken from she anrth, thafe Sypaciives
rejoice, a5 though the day monld be all shair ows, thele
tsoublers of Lirael being vemoved out of the way. This is

the temper efpecially of uagedly clergyseen.
6. In the Jaft place, 3 fleady pexfeverance and progrefs in
piety are among the beft evidences of faving faith. The
hearty friends of Chrifk go from fireagtd to frongth, 26k they
- appaer befare God in Zsan. Of the patraschs the spalle fags,
- If they kad been mindful of thet cavetry from whemcs Lhey
cawme out, they might hauve bad opportumty to bave resurned ;s
bt now they defire g batter comry, that is an beavendy. A
lively emblem £his of she chera@ler of the godly in ail ages
and pleces of the world, wha, 28 Paul, forgetting thof things
which are bebind, and reachivg forth usto thofe things whsch
are before, prefs towards the mark for the prize of the bigh
calirng of God which is in Corsfl Jefus. Their backilidings
angd returns agaia to {zad, they will have their winters and
their fummers, their nights as well as their deys. - Yat, 42
general, the path of the guft ss as the fbining digdt, that fhineth
more aud more urto the perfel® day.  And the exprefs tefli-
many of Chrift himfelf is, Every braach in me that hoareth
' Sruit,
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Sruit, be purgeth it, that it may bring forth move fruit. They
may not always feel the fame fenfible affetions, as at their
firft acquaintance with Chrift; yet their views of divine ob-
je@s will be more fpiritual and diftin&, their faith more
fteady, their love more folid, their humility more deeply
rooted, and their obedience more uriform. Their life #s
Iife of faith on the Son of God, and by repeated alts of faith
they grow in grace; and in the knowledge of our Lord and
 Saviour Jefus Chrift.

But they who flop in their courfe, or turn back, have ne-
ver fet their foot upon the narrow way which leadeth unto
life. And they who think they have religion enough, or
content themfelves with juft as much of it as they fuppofe
will barely. take them to heaven, or fave them from hell,
have never as yet had a tafte of the pleafures of piety. For
there is every motive in faith’s obje& and the experience of
grace, to excite thofe who have obtained it, to prefs for a
more full enjoyment of its comforts. Many who have all
the vifible marks of believers in Chrift, know no more of
religious impreflions upon their minds, than thofe they fek
many years fince.—~To them they are obliged to recur back,
in order to fupport their falfe hope. Or, perhaps, to this
end they try to work up in their fouls impreffions fimilar to
thofe they felt when they firft made an attempt to fet out
in religion; and there they reft, though their impreflions
quickly die away, without leaving any lafting change upon
their minds. Dangerous deception !

\

II. Is faith 2 moft excellent gift? Then let thofe of you

* who have obtained it, learn your advantages and obligations.
to make a due improvement of the talent God has graciouf-
ly put into your hand. He hath beftowed on you an holy
principle, the exercife of which will produce a gradual affi-
mxlauon to himfelf, and meetnefs for heaven ; and, for thofe
very
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very purpefes, hath promifed the influences of his Holy
Spirit. You onght therefore to endeavour moft carefully
to have your faith invigorated and firengthened. In order
to this, be conftant in the exercife of faith; for every habit
grows by repeated afts. Be diligent in your attendance on
all the means of grace for the cultivation of faith.  For #he
band of the diligent maketh rich. Pray earneftly, as the
apoftles did, Lord, increafe our faith. Get clear and diftin&-
views of the nature and defign of the plan of falvation, with
the nature, extent and freedom of gofpel.promifes; as well
thofe made to Chrift in your name, as thofe made to you-
for his fake. |
For motives to excite you to thofe improving exercifes,
confider that a ftrong faith gives glory.to God, and will en-
able youi to live becoming your high calling. Tt will filence
your unbelieving fears, and produce for you ftrength in weak--
nefs, light in darknefs, comfort in forrow, and relief in all’
your ftraits. It will make your journey to Zion eafy, and
{mooth all the rugged (teps of your way, open for you a
comfortable paffage through the valley of the fhadow of death,
and a joyful entranee into eternal life. And this will enable
you with humble boldnefs to approach the divine throne for’
mercy and grace to help you in every time of need.
To plead for purchafed mercies upon the firength of 2
promife, is a moft ufeful exercife of faith for promoting the
fpiritual life, and obtaining all the precious fruits and com-
forts of it, - Did'time allow, I would point out the ufeful-
nefs, and give dire@ions for the exercife of faith in every
circumftance in which you can be placed, and to obtain
every mercy you crave for time or eternity, for yourfelves
or others, for' individuals or for thev' church in general.
There is not a fingle cafe with refpe& to which your pray-
ers are reqﬁiréd, but there is fomething in the promifes fuit-
ed to it, which yon ought to hold up as a plea in prayer.
Vor 11 D To
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To illuftrate this in a few inftances only. Do you want
pardon for backiliding, and the cure of a backfliding tem,
per? Plead that gracious promife, I will beal their backfli-
ding, I will love them freely. Do you lament that your fouls
are as the barren heath in the defart, which does not fee when
good cometh ? Plead this and fuch like words of grace; Their
Joul fball be as a watered garden. Do you feel your need of
ftrength for duty and warfare? Hold up to Chrift his qwn
precious word, My grace is fufficient for thee. Do you long
to fee the profperity of Zion, and rejoice in her joy? Plead
the gracious promifes of Zion’s God to make her a crown
of glory in the band of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the
band of our God ; To be as the dew to Ifrael, to make bim re-
vtve as the corn, grow as the lily, and caf? forth bis roots as
Lehanon. In this foul-quickening exercife, faith, looking to
the mercy from which the promife originated, and the truth
engaged for the performance of it, is firengthened to take
hold of the Saviopr, faying, I will not let thee go, except thoy
bjefs me. Such a wreftling Jacob will be a prevailing Ifrael.
Some of yau, perhaps, are faying, “ I fear I have no right
¢ to plead the promifes. Had I tender and fpiritual affec-
¢ tiops, or aflurance of my perfonal intereft in Chrift, I
“ might venture to reft in him, and plead the promifes of
« his grace. But, alas! my heart is fo dark and cold, and
¢ ftupid, I dare net, I cannot approach him with confidence.”
Your fears, brethren, indicate that you labour under miftakes
injurieus to your comfort and progrefs in piety. You wifh
to know how good you are, and look for fpiritual affe@ions,
or aﬂ'utancq of a&ual intereft in Chrift, as your warrant, at
leaft in part, to apply to him for pardon and grace. But he
will let you fee how bad you are, and make you come felf-
emptied to the fountain of free grace for all your fupplies.
Your hefitation about your right to come, becaufe of your
want of powerfu} fpiritual affeCtions, is a dreg of that pride
apd
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and unbelief, which at firft held you off from a clofure with
Chyrift, until you fhould be better prepared to apply to him.
You thould come immediately to him for thofe affeGtions,
which you wifh for as your encouragement or warrant to
come. It will be ufeful for you to take notice of the diftinc-
tion between an a&ual right in the bleflings of the promife,
and a right to come to Chrift for them ; between the grounds

. of truft, and an affurance of aftual intereft in him. Aflu-
rance of a@ual Intéreft is founded, in part, upon pious exer-
cifes of the heart as evidences of a gracious ftate, the agree-
ment of which, with the marks of true piety laid down in
‘the word of God, ig cleared and confirmed by the witnefs
of the Spirit. But the fole ground of truft in Chrift for par-
don and grace is the full and free tender thereof in the offers
and promifes of the gofpel. Therefore, if you cannot afe
certain your actual intereft in thefe ; yet you may be affu-
red they give you a right or warrant to apply for the blef-
fings contained in them. Therefore, if you cannot come as
a faint, come at the call of the gofpel as a finner, as one of
Adam’s needy and ruined family. The judicious and fpiri-
tual Doftor Owen obferves, that ¢ the grounds and effential
¢ alls of faith are always the fame.” In every fucceeding
&, as well as in its firft a&, you muft come to Chrift for
grace and falvation as guilty, unworthy and helplefs finners,
upon the encouragement of gofpel overtures only, without
refpe to any goodnefs that is in you, or done by you, as
giving you a right to the bleflings of the promife, or to ap-
ply for them. And as leng as you attempt to come upon
any other footing, fo long will you be difappointed, folong
will your perplexing doubts and fears remain.

A prefent dire&t a of faith, upon the encouragement ot
the gofpel offer alone, is the way of fafety, and the only way
of relief form all your complaints. This will make what
was darknefs before fhine with evidence as noon day. And

D2 ‘ without
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without this, in vain will you look for fpiritual affe@ions,
or aﬂurance of perfenal intereft in Chrift and his falvauon.

11I. Ts it the command of God to believe on the name of
his Son Jefus Chrift? and is the grace of believing his un.
merited gift? what a precious door of hope does this open
to the convinced finner, who is folicitoufly enquiring, # bat
Jhall I do to be faved? The anfwer is ready ; Believe on the
Lord Fefus Corift, and thou fbalt be faved. Here you have
the encouragement of a command with a promife. The
command is much ; for it makes it your duty to believe,
and fecures you againit a charge of perfumption for attempt-
ing your duyty. A promife united with the command much
more; for it fecures the blefling, when by grace you fhall
have complied with the order. BELIEVE AND THOU SHALT
BE saVED. Enter in at this door, take hold of this hope,
and you fhall have inherjtance with apottles themfelves, in
the fame manner they obtained it, and upon the very fame
grounds.

Perhaps fome affliGted foul may be faying, ¢ What grounds
¢ have I to expe& that the Lord would make me welcome ?
% Although he be able and willing to fave other penicent
¢ and tender hearted finners. 1 fear he will never fave me,
“ my beart is fo vile, my praitice has beén fo bafe, and my
# fins fo heinous, being committed againft much light and
“ love, many ftrivings of the Holy Spirit with my con-
¢ {cience, and many calls of grace repeatedly refufed. What
% fhalt I do? If1 knew that my name was written in the
¢ Lamb’s book of life ; or if I had a broken heart and ten-
“ der affeions, I would venture to believe on Chrift. But
“ how can I truft that he will receive me, hardened as I am,
4 filthy as I am, guilty,’ uncommonly guilty, as I am? ah, _
“ my heart is harder than adamant, viler, if poflible, than -
¢ hellitfelf!” Pitiable cafe indeed, but not defperate. Your

. objeéhons,
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objetions, however, arife from fome: miftakes difhonour-
ing to Ghrift, and injurious to your own fouls. (z.) You place
the decree of God as a bar in the way of your duty, and
wifh for the knowledge of your eletion as your encourage-
ment to believe; whereas faith is the way to affure a foul
of its calling and ele®ion. Was there but ohe elet veflel
upon earth, it is your duty to believe at the divine command,
and prove by your faith that you are that one. You retufe
to obey the revealed will of God, which makes it your duty
to believe in the name of his Son, unléfs he will difclofe
unto you his fecret counfel. This is rebellion, and a boid in-
vafion of Jenovaw’s right. For fecret things belong unto
the Lord our God ; but revealed, unto us and to our children.
By =ll the regard you owe to his authority and your own
* falvation, I beleech you to invade the divine prerogative no
longer, nor refufe the mercy fo graciounfly tendered to you.
(2-) You look for encouragement to believe, in part at leaft,
from yourfelves, and not wholly from the Lord. You feek

for religious frames as your recommcndation to Chrift;
whereas you fthould ¢come to him without money and withs
out price. You muft come to him juft as you are, or never
come at all—come as hard hearted, polluted, guilty and
helplefs finners, upon the encouragement of free grace only.
But you try to wafh yourfelves, that you may come to the
fountain to be wathed more ¢lean-~to heal yourfelves, in part,
and then come to a phyfician to perfect the cure. (3.) This
implies a fecret diftruft of the power and grace of Chrift to
fave finners fo guilty and vile as you are, unlefs you do
fomething to leffen the agaravations, and diminifh the
firength of your fins. I afk you, brethren, Is Chrift an i«
perfe@ Saviour ? Can he oniy fave finners of a fmaller fize?
Is the efficacy of nis bood and grace limited? Do they need
the aid of your obedience and merit? Is he a liar, and his
word a lie? All thefe blafphemies Jeuc pnbelieving hearts
b3 impute
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impute to the Lord. To fay you are willing to be faved by
Chrift, but he is unwilling to fave you, is a flander thrown
out againit the heavens—Yes, it is a lie! For be that belie-
veth not the record God gave of bis Son, bath made bim a har.
~ And this is his record, that Chrift is able and willing to fave
the chief of finners. Ye will not come unto me, that ye might
Bave life, is the teftimony of the bleffed Jefus himfelf. How
often, fays he, would I bave gathered tby children togetber,
as a ben gathereth ber chickens under ber wings, and ye would
not. Thefe, with many other divine teftimonies, charge
‘the unwillingnefs wholly to the finner’s account. Chrift is
willing to fave you; but you are unwilling to be faved by
him on his own terms. The enmity of your hearts againft
God and the fcheme of falvation by Chrift is the fole caufe
of your non-compliance with the calls of the gofpel.

Ceafe then to caft ftumbling blocks in your own way.
The command of God to finners without exception to be-
lieve, is a fufficient warrant for you to go upon, and there is
every motive in the glorious obje& of faith held up to you,
_THE NAME OF HIS SON JESUS GHRIST, to excite your truft
in bim. He is Emmanuel, God in our nature; therefore
complete in office-charafers, and there is an infinite virtue
in each of them for your falvation. In bim dwelleth all the
Sulnefs of the Godbead bodily ; for be is the LorD, the LorD
Gob, merciful and gracious, long fuffering, and abundant in
goodnefs and truth, forgiving iniquity, tranfgreffions, and fin,
and that will by no means clear the guilty. This is his name; -
for God’s name s in bim. Are you moft wretched and mi-
ferable? He is moft MERCIFUL! And his mercy reacheth
_down to the very border of hell, to raife up objedts of its-
-eternal praife. Are you moft undeferving and hell-defer-
ving? He is moft GRac1oUs ! and his grace waits not for the
creature’s goodnefs, but beftows it, and infinitely rifes above
all the deferts of fin. For where fin abounded, grace did mudb

i . - more
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more abound. Have you long withftood all the calls of grace,
and all the perfuafives of redeeming love 2 Heis LoNG sUF-
FERING ! his calls continue until the eleventh hour, and till
the laft moment of that hour. In the fame hour he raifed
the penitent thief from the crofs to the crown. Has your
life been a fcene of countlefs and moft bafe abominations?
every aftion, every word, and every thought a polluted
fiream ! He is ABUNDANT IN GoODNESS : Infinitely great
.in goodnefs, and infinitely good in gredtuefs! His pardon-
ing love and goodnefs is an ocean without a bottom, a fea,
without a fhore. It purged a Magdalene of feven devils, and
formed her into a thining ftar of glory. It wathed the’ blood
of perfecution out of Saul’s guilty confcience, and changed
him from a perfecuting Saul into a preaching Paul. It has
faved millions of Adam’s ruined family ; and is it not foffi-
cient for the falvation of one perifhing finner? Were you
chargeable with the guilt, and infe&ted with the flain, of the
whole fallen race, the blood and grace of Chrift are infinite-
ly more powerful to fave, than all this would be to deftroy
you. And he who is ABUNDANT IN TRUTH, has pledged his
faithful word, that if ye be obedient to the call of grace,
though pour fins be as frarlet, they fball be white as fnow ;
though they be red as crimfon, they fball be as wool. He in-
vites him that willeth, to take 2be water of /ife freely. Do
you want falvation? come and take it as the gitt of God.
How extenfive that generous call, Look unto me, and be ye
Javed, all the ends of the earth ? If ye be in the earth at all,
this gracious invitation takes you in. Do not then caft your-
felves out by unbelief. He counfels you to buy of him gold
tried in the fire, white raiment, and eye falve. Did this
wonderful Counfellor ever give wrong advice? He entreats
you to be reconciled to God.  Shall the heavens come down
to you in fupplications ? and will not you cry to the heavens,
and truft an entreating Saviour for grace >—It is his own
’ Dy gracious
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. gracious PROMISE, Him that cometb, I will in no wife caft

owt. Shall THE AMEN, the faitbful and true witnefs, be ex-
pofed to the difadvantage of man, to fay, and not to do; to
promifle, and not perform ? Unbelief fays, he will caft you
out; the promife fays, he will not caft you out. Satan fays,
he will caft you out; Chrift-fays, Him that cometd to me, 1
will in mo wife caft out. Now, which is to credited, unbelief,
or the promife >—Satan, or Chrift? and his promife he has
fealed with his 0ATH, that by (thefe) two immutable things,
tn which it was impoffible for God to lie, we might bave a
Srong confolation, who bave fled for refuge to lay bold on
the bope fet before us. Here you have the promife of Jehovah,
fan&ioned by his eternal oath, to excite you to flee to Chrift
for refuge from the purfuit of avenging juftice. As I Zve
Jaith the Lord, I bave no pleafure in the death of the wicked ;
‘but that the wicked turn from bés way and live.- As though
Jehovah had faid, I pledge my eternal life upon it, I forfeit
all the glories of Godhead, if ye fail of eternal life, who turn
to me by faith and repentance. Search all the records of
earth and heaven, and will you, can you, find fecurity equal
to this.

Let unbelief then hide its head, and never more utter its
reproaches againft the God of truth and grace. I befeech
you by all the tears and blood of the Son of God, by all his
gracious charafers, by all his gracious offers, by all his pref-
fing calls, by all his alluring invitations, by all his moving
entreaties, by all his tender mercies, by all his redeeming
love, and by all the ftrength of his promife, confirmed with
his almighty oath :—by all thefe I befeech, I obteft, I adjure
you, in his great name, no longer to refufe the tenders of
rich grace; but give glory to God by believing the record
he hath given of bis Son, and embrace him as your Saviour
with all your heart.

It
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It may be, fome of you are faying, Thefe meflages of
peace and love are joyful tidings indeed; but, alas ! my ftu-
pid heart will not receive théem, Ah! this heart, this hard,
this unbelieving heart! Ten thoufand worlds for an heart
cordially difpofed to embrace Chrift as my Lord and my
Saviour! O ye affliéted, toffed with tempeft and not comfort-
ed ; lay your hearts at the foot of the crofs, and fee if par-
doning blood and'love will not melt end foften them.

- Earneflly and inceffantly plead the ptomife of the Holy
Spirit, to create in you & new beart, and take the beart of floxe
out of your flefb. O Lord! beal me, and I fhall be bealed 5
turn me, and I fball be turned. Beware of vfuﬁ'ering your
convitions to die, left, like Ephraim, ye be unwife fons,
tarrysing long in the dangerous place of the breaking forth of
children. Steadily perfevere in importunate fuits, until y
obtain the blefling. 4 '

Grace, indeed, is fovereign, and nothing done by the
creature can deferve it. This you muft know and acknow-
ledge. At the fame time, continue to plead the riches and
freedom of it, with hunble hope in divine mercy. To this
end were all the examples and overtures of it exhibited in
the gofpel. Did you cver read, is there any record in the
facred oracles of one fpurned from the feet of mercy, who
would abide by her deor pofts, and wounld not go withot
a blefling? Did not the publican, pleading mercy, go to
bis boufe juflified rather than the other ? rather than the
felf-righteous pharifee? When Ephraim, bemoaning him-
felf, and ftruggling with a perverfe heart, as @ bullock unac-
cuftomed to the yoke, prayed, Turn thou me, and I Shall be
turned ; the Lord anfwers, Is Epbraim my dear fon? Is be
a pheafant child 2 For fince the day that I fpake againft bim,
1 do earneftly remember him fitll: therefore my bowels are
troubled for bim, I will Jurely bave mercy upon bim, faith
tbe Lord. And when the perifhing, felf-condemned prodi-

sal '
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gal refolved to confefs his guilt, and plead grace, the father
of mercy faw bim a great way off, and bad compa/fion, and
ran, and fell on bis neck, and ksffed bim. Did you follow
the allufion here, you might (fo to {peak) fee the quick eye
of mercy difcerning the firft movements of a returning fin-
ner towards God, the fwift feet of mercy running to meet
him, the kind arms of mercy extended to receive him, a
kifs of mercy to hail him, and feal a fenfe of pardoning love
upon his heart. May the Lord encreafe your fenfe of the -
need of mercy, excite your hope of it, aid your wreftling
for it, and receive you with the like diftinguifhing marks of
favour and love. ‘

IV. In the laft place, from the nature and excellency of
the grace and duty of faith, let unbelievers learn their guilt,
their danger, their remedy, and their duty, Faith isa moft
excellent grace ; unbelief, therefore, which is its dire& op+
pofite, muft be a moft heinous fin. When Chrift promifeth
the Holy Spirit to convince the world of fin, he adds, with
peculiar emphafis, Of fin, becaufe they believe not in me ; s
though it were, as indeed it is, the bafeft, the moft dange-
rous crime. Of all others, it is a fin of the kigheft aggrava-
tion. For while other fins firike at the law of God, this
ftrikes more immediately at the grace of the gofpel : It de-
nieth all the perfe&tions of God, efpecially his mercy and
truth : It refufeth Chrift the honour of your falvation: It
contemneth his threatenings, difcrediteth his promifes, reje&t-
eth his grace, flighteth his love, infulteth his pangs, and,
with infidel Jews, cries, Crucify bim, crucify bim. It opens
his clofed wounds, and makes them bleed afreth! What a
difmal tragedy is afted over again, in all our congregations,
every fabbath, and every facrament! every unbeliever co-
ming with the dagger concealed in his heart, to thruft into
the heart of the Lord of glory! The privacy of the ene-

my
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ny renders it the more dangerous to the foul. It lies deep-
ly concealed in the heart under many matks; and is there-
fore the latt foe difcovered by the convinced finner. Bat
when difoovered, how horrid does the monfter appear! It
addeth malignity to all his other crimes; for it not only
pierceth the Saviour in a peculiar fenfe ; bat bindeth all his
other fins faft upon him, and puts an aggravation into all
the pains due for fin. If ye believe not that I am ke, ye fball
die in your fins. He that believeth not, fball not fee life ; but
the wrath of God abideth on bim. And be that believeth not
Sball be damned, is the teftimony of the Holy Ghoft him-
felf.

Awful condemnation! The punithment of Tyre and Si-
don, of Sodom and Gomorrah, fhall be light compared with
yours, O ye negle&ers of the great falvation, purchafed
with the blood of God ! If ye remain in unbelief, ye fhall
fink down in Tophet's burning gulf, far below the vileft
Sodomite. W ith the weight of law-curfes, you fhall fink
under the much heavier weight of the gofpel fan&ion, DAM-
NATION FOR UNBELIEF ! Fearful fentence! Wrath aggra-
vated to the higheft by rejefting the only begotten fon of
God, the richeft gift of everlafting love ! For if be that de-
Jpifed Mofes’ law died without mercy, of bow much forer
punifbment, fuppofe ye, [ball be be accounted worthy, who bath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and bath counted the blood
of the covenant wherewith be was fan&ified, am unboly
thing *. Dreadful, inexpreflibly dreadful will be the en-
quiry after blood, the flighted blood of the Son of God !

Hear

* Heb. x. 28, 29. Some have adduced this text in fupport
of their unfcriptural do&rine of the faints falling totally and
finally from grace. Others have been at much pains to adapt
it to the ‘common fandification of _gracelefs profeflors, from

" which
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Hear this, ye Chrift’s defpifers, and tremble. That blef-
fed name, in which you are commanded to believe, pro-
claims joy to true believers, and opens a blefled door of re-
lief ‘to convinced finners ;3 but it fpeaketh terror to all who
continue in impenitence and unbelief. He is tbe LorD
Gob, merciful and gracious ; but be will by no means clear
the guilty. Beware of bim, (faith his Father), and obey bis
woice, for be will not forgive your tranfgreffions, for my name
#s in bim. My juftice as well as mercy is in him. Thefe
always unite in perfe& harmony. Mercy will not pardon
the finner to the prejudice of juftice ; and juftice neceffarily
exa&teth punifhment of impenitent offenders. If, therefore,
ye would be faved, ye muft yield obedience to the gofpel
call, by accepting the offer of falvation through Chrift. His

blood

which many fall away. But the fenfe of the words will ap-
pear very natural and eafy by a due attention to the fcope of
the apoftle’s argument in the context, and throughout the
epiftle. For, as the learned and judicious Do&ors Owen and
Guvse obferve, the blood of the covenant wherewith be was fanSi-
fied, rather relates to Chrift, who was confecrated to his prieft-
iy office by his own blood, than to him wbho counted the blood of
she covenant an unholy thing : for the Son of God is the immediate
antecedent, and the apoftle’s defign was to aggravate the fin’
of apoftates, from a confideration of the -eworth and dignity of the
perfon they fighted and abufed. And as the Father is faid to have
fan&ified Chrift, or fet him apart to his mediatorial office,
and Chrift to have fan@ified or dedicated and fet apart him-
felf to it by his death, (John x. 36. and xvii. 10.) fo he was '
fan&ified to his prieftly office in heaven, by the blood of the
new covenant, anfwerable to the fan&ification of Aaron and
his fons to the high priefthood for the fervice of the fan&tua-
1y, by the blood of the Mofaic covenant, Lev. viii. 30. And
the fcheme of this epiftle for comparing Chrift and the bigh
pm& under the law naturally leadeth us to this fenfe.
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blood is the only propitiation for fin, and it is all-fafficient
to fave the worlt of you : For the blood of Jefus Chrift clean-
Seth us from al} ﬁm And finners, without exception, are
commanded to believe in his name. Mercy reacheth down
to you in the hand of a promife, pardon bought and fealed
with the blood of Jefus!

- Kifs then, O guilty finner! Aifi the Son, &f be be angry,
and ye perifb from the way. This blood fpeaketh Bester
things than.that of Abel. Abel’s blood cried for ven-
geance ; Chrift’s blood fpeaks peace.and good will to rebel
men. But i ye rgfuﬁ bim that [peaketh from beaven, pre-
fently the peace:fpeaking voice of the Lamb, will change
into the rage of the Lion of the tribe of Judah, roaring for hig
prey! Hafte then, brethren, and without delay flee to Chrift
as your only refuge from the florm of impending wrath.
May the Lord of his infinite mercy convince you of your
peed of the Saviour, and by the almighty power of grace
perfuade your relu@ant hearts to believe in the name of his
Son Jefus Chrit. AMEN.

S$ER.





