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ADVERTISEMENT.

U&‘ HEN the author was preparing the fol-
lowing difcourfe for the pulpit, he had no view of

committing it to the prefs. Its ftrufture wouldo-
therwife have fuffered a material alteration. He does
not now conceive himfelf at liberty to make the
change. As there is nothing in the ftyle and manner
of the difcourfe different from what it is ufual with
him on the Sabbath, he imputes the requeft for its
publication to an impulfe of friendfhip ; and his com-
pliance is intended folely as a teftimony of that
friendfhip which fubfifts between him and thofe ftudi-
ous and ingenious youth whofe purfuits in fcience
.he has fo long had the pleafure to affift and dired.
It cannot, he thinks, be afcribed, in him, to the va-
nity of attrating the publick attention. Vanity
would have chofen a very different fubject.

He remarks, in the laft place, that there is nothing
in the appointment of the Synod to obferve a Fait,

" that can be conftrued to impeach the recommenda. o

tion of the Prefident to obferve a thankfgiving in
next month. The fituation of publick affairs at the
refpedtive periods was very different.  Befides, in the
mixed ftate of mercies and of judgments under the
moral government of God, we frequently find rea-
fon both for thank{giving and humiliation at the fame
time.
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JOEL, IL 12, 13.

THEREFORE alfo now, faith the Lord, Turn ye
even to me with all your heart, and with fafting, and
with weeping, and with mourning ; and rend your
beart and not your garments, and turs unto the Lord
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, flow to an-
ger, and of great kindnefs, and repenteth him of the

- ewil.

THE divine judgments, when they immediately af-
. fe&,or imminently threaten our country or ourfelves,
are calculated to imprefs the mind with humility and
with veneration of the power and juftice of God. They
prefent to our view in the flrong colours traced by
fear, the guilt by which we have merited the correc-
tion of heaven ; and they conftrain us by our fuffer-
ings to feel our weaknefs and dependence, which, in
the elation of mind produced by profperity, we are
apt to forget. It is an impulfe of nature, no lefs
than a ditate of religion, when we are ftruck with
afflition or are furrounded with danger, to have re-
courfe by prayer to God who is the only refuge of
the guilty and the weak. Repentance, fupplication,
fubmiffion, and a return to the {pirit of duty and obe-
" dience, become a finful and a fuffering creature. It is
in itfelf proper, and has been cuftomary in all ages,
to accompany thefe pious and inward difpofitions of
the heart with fuch decent outward expreffions of hu-
B
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mility and penitence as are calculated, by affefting
the fenfes, to affift devotion, and to ftrengthen its
principle. Among thefe, fafting has been the moft
frequent, and is, perhaps, the moft natural. We find
it always reforted to, in the hiftory of the Jewith na-
tion when they were attually fuffering under great .
calamities, or were menaced with them by the denuns
ciations of their prophets. It was when they were
afflited with a grievous famine, and at the fame time
were threatened with a dangerous war, that the pro-
phet in the text called them o fafting and weeping
and mourning. During the Babylonifh captivity,
and even after their return to their own land, they
obferved, asa perpetualinftitution, the fafts of the
fourth, the fifth, the feventh, and the tenth months
in memory of their paft fuﬁ‘enngs, and of the fins
by which they were incurred, in order that the recol-
letion might forever preferve them from falling in-
to the fame evils. '

THE vivacity of eaftern fenfibility, and the fpirit
of their religion, which confifted fo much in outward
rites and ceremonies, often led them to affume ex.
terior marks of afflition which would be exccﬂive
under the chriftian difpenfation, and efpecially in a
climate like ours diftinguithed by a much more cool
and temperate genius—They covered themfelves with
fackcloth—They caft athes on their heads—They
rent their garments,

THE chriftian church hath likewife her faft. 7he
days come, faith- Chrift, fpeaking to the Jews of
his difciples, in which the bridegroom fball be takey

e rr————
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from them, after that [ball they faft in thofe days.
And the primitive chriftians frequently inftituted fafts
when their country was expofed to the calamities of
war, of peftilence, or of famine, when the church was
labouring under fevere perfecutions, or was menaced
with them by her powerful enemies—when herefy of
fchifm endangered her internal peace and order—
or when general corruption of manners was lxkely to
tarnith her purity and glory.

Ovur church has thought that the circumftances of
the prefent time, and the general alpe& of divine pro-
vidence, not only towards our own country, but to-
wards the whole chriftian world, are fuch as to call
for this duty from us.—The favage war that rages on
our weftern frontier—The wars of Europe which in
their fanguinary and exterminating fpirit, fo far ex-
ceed thofe of any former periods of her hiftory, and
which in their progrefs or their iffue, may deeply in-
volve the interefts of thefe United States—The de.
ftrucive infe&t that has repeatedly threatened defola-
tion to our fields—the mortal and peftilential difeafes
that have lately vifited this continent—and, above all,
the growing degeneracy of our manners, and the pro-
‘grefs of an open and licentious infidelity, call upon usg
in the language of the prophet, “Now, therefore,
faith the Lord, turn ye even to me with all your heart,
with fafting, with weeping, and with mourning ; and
rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn un-
to the Lord your God ; for he is gracious and mer-
ciful, and flow to anger, and of great kindnefs, and
repenteth him of the evil.” -
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- In this difcourfe I propofe,

~ 1. To point out the manner in which an acceptable
faft to God ought to be celebrated.

2. To illuftrate the reafonablenefs of this a& of
worthip on occafions of public calamity or danger—
and,

3- To explain the caufes for which we are, at pre-
fent, called to the duty.

THE nature—the reafonablenefs—and the prefent
caufes of fafting, will form the fubftance of the fol-
lowing difcourfe.

I. Tue term implies an abftinence from our ordi-
nary food. Under the ancient economy this was car-
riedtoa high degree of felf-denial, and often to ex-
treme aufterity. When the government of Nineveh,
at the denunciations of the prophet, proclaimed a faft,
it was rigoroufly enjoined that all the people, and e-
ven the cattle fhould abftain both from food and from
drink. ¢ It was publifhed throughout Nineveh by
decree of the king and his nobles—let neither man
nor beaft, herd nor flock, tafte any thing : let them
not feed nor drink water. Let man and beaft be co-
vered with fack-cloth.”* The extreme danger that
hung over them' called for deep humility from that
guilty nation. And could any circumftances be more
calculated to accomplith this end to affet the imagi-

* Jonah,iii. 7, 8.
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nation, and imprefs the heart, than the blacknefs and
mourning that covered all the land—than the vigorous
abftinence that was enjoined—than the profound and
univerfal filence that reigned, interrupted only by the
prayers of a penitent people, or the cries of hunger
uttered by the cattle in their empty ftalls ?

Bur, even under the Jewith inftitution, diftinguith-
ed as it was by ceremony, the principal part of this
duty confifted in the difpofitions of the heart with
which it was accompanied—in its humility—in its
penitence and in aés of piety and benevolence. '

THE prophet Ifaiah, when he reproves the hypocri-
fy of the nation of Ifrael in difcharging this duty,
demands in thename of God—is not this the faft
that I have chofen ? To loofe the bands of wickednefs,
to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the opprefled
go free, and that ye break every yoke ? Is it not to
deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the
poor that are caft out to thy houfe? When thou feeft
the naked, that thou cover him ; and that thou hide
not thyfelf from thy own fleth ’* And the prophet
Joel in the text requires fincere repentance, as the
only principle that can give efficacy to the duty.
"¢ Turn ye even to me, faith the Lord, with fafling
and with weeping, and with mourning—and rend
your beart and not your garments.”

Tue inward and holy difpofitions of the foul, in-
deed, are of more price in the fight of God, than any

* Ifaiah, lviii. 6, 7.
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rites that fatigue, or any aufterities that only emaci-
ate the body. ¢ To what purpofe, fays St. Jerom,
is that abftinence that fubdues the flefh, if the foul is,
atthe fame time inflated with pride ? What is the
merit of growing pale by the aufterity of our fafts, if
the countenance difcovers, by its dark and lowring
features, that we are inwardly gnawed by rancour or
envy ? What virtue is there in dbftaining from wine,
if we are intoxicated with malice and rage? Abfti-
nence and mortification are then only to be efteemed
virtues when by them the heart " is purified from its
vices and its fins.” '

Ovur blefled Lord, when he introduced the fpiritu-
al difpenfation of the gofpel, abrogated, among other
ceremonies of the law, the rigors with which the
Jewith fafts were obferved. He told his difciples
indeed that they. muft ftill faft when he fhould beta-
ken from them, and they fhould be involved in thofe
calamities by which he had deftined, after his afcenfi-
on, to try and to purify his church. ¢ But when
ye faft, faith he, be not, as the hypocrites, of a fad
countenance, for they disfigure their faces, that they
may appear unto men to faft. Verily I fay unto you
they have their reward. But thou, when thou faft-
eft, anoint thy head, and wath thy face, that thou ap-
pear not unto men to faft, but to thy Father whoisin
fecret ; and thy Father who feeth in fecret fhall re-
ward thee cpenly.”’t Evidently our Saviour does
not mean in this injunétion to abrogate or to depre-
ciate the duty, but only to require in it thofe graces

1+ Hieron ad Celantium. 1 Matthew, vi, 16, 17, 18.
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of the heart from which it ought to flow, and which,
it is calculated to ftrengthen and increafe.

Ir itis afked then what degree of abftinence is re-
quired ina chriftian faft ? Itis fufficient to anfwer that
the Lord will have mercy and not facrifice. It ought
to be meafured, by a confcientious man according to
the habits of his health. Thatis the juft degree that
will beft prepare us for the humble and penitent fervices
of this day—That is equally remote from the fulnefs
and indulgence of our ordinary living, and from that
inanition and faintnefs that, in fome feeble conftitu-
tions, would impede the exercifes of a fincere and.
fervent devotion.

Bur it becomes a penitent chriftian to be chiefly
employed in the recolle&tion and confeflion of hig
fins—to bow in profound humility before the offend-
ed juftice of God, to recogaife its righteous inflic-
tions, and to examine their caufes and their end.
And, as the end of every chaftifement is to bring
us to repentance and amendment of life, it becomes
him, with a heart penetrated with a fenfe of his
fins, .to form, in the prefence of God, the mott fincere
and ftedfaft purpofes of duty, fubmiflion, and new
obedience. ¢ Then fhall thy light break forth as
¢ the morning, and thy health fhall fpring forth
¢ fpeedily : thy righteoufnefs. fhall go before thee,
¢« and the glory of the Lord fhall be thy rere-
¢« ward*.”

®  Jfaiah lviii. 8.
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Il Tse reafonablenefs of this duty is derived
from various fources, which your time will permit-
me only curforily to mention.

I is an expreflive fymbol of the penitence and af-
flition that fhould fill our hearts upon the recollec-
tion of our fins that have drawn upon us the righ-
teous judgments of God, or have gathered round
us the dark and threatening appearances of his juft
difpleafure. By forcibly affeting the fenfes, it is
calculated to make us feel our wants, and our depen-
dence upon God, and to convince us that there is no
prote&ion for creatures fo weak and fo offending but
in his power and favour. The folemnity of fuchan
extraordinary a& of religion, tends to make the mind
ferious and colleted, and difpofes it to enter deeply
into the examination of our own hearts, and of
the caufes for which it hath pleafed God to affli¢t us
or to threaten us with his judgments. The paffions,
that have been inflamed by indulging appetite, are
allayed by denying it. The ftrength of fin is weak-
ened when its nourifhment is taken away. Devotion
isenlivened by freeing the body from a load that fome-
times opprefles its exercifes.

Tue livelinefs of a fenfual imagination often checks

. the fervour, and impairs the purity of the worfhip of
the heart—ablftinence reftrains it. Continual gratifica-

tion tends to create a pride and elation of mind that

is prone to forget its dependent and accountable

ftate—Abftinence mortifies it. -Abftinence ferves,
therefore, to cherifh thofe fentiments of purity, of
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fpirituality, of felf-denial, of profound humility, and
fincere repentance which become us on this day. St.
Auguftin expreffes the excellence of this;duty in the
following lauguage : ¢ Fafting, faith he, purifies the
foul, it elevates us above the groffer objeéts of fenfe,
it fubdues the flefh, and contributes to form a heart
humble and contrite. It diffipates the darknefs with
‘which concupifcence covers the mind, it extinguithes
«the flame of impurity, and rekindles the fire of di-

‘vine love. It moderates our defires, it mortifies our
paflions, and fets bounds to luft. By fafting, the

.people of Nineveh arrefted, .as it were, the juft in-
.dignation of God—by the fame duty, the children
-of Ifrael, humbling their fouls before him, found de-
Jdiverance from all the evils that afflited them. It
.was by this holy. exercife that Elias was rapt to hea-
-ven in a chariot of fire—that Mofes was qualified to
-receive the law from God—and that even the fon of
- God prepared himfelf to preach the gofpel. Not that
e had any need of thefe abftemious duties, but that
-he might leave us fo falutary and holy an example.”

TuE command of God to faft and pray, the pro-
_mifes he has made to his people in the faithfal di-
. charge of this duty, and the numerous examples of

their gracious accomplithment in the hiftory of Ifra-
.el, are all ex;lcourage,m_ehts to a fincere and faithful
. worfhipper to hope for a merciful anfwer to his rea-
fonable, his fervent,and perfevering prayers. Thein-
fluence of this duty in humbling and fan&ifying the
~heart, and in enl;yemng its devotions will probably
not be denied. But we have reafon alfo from the te-
_nour of {cripture, to believe, and without deftroying

C
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the obligations of human induftry,and the neceflary
agency of natural caufes, we may rationally admit
that it has an influence likewife on the courfe of the
world, and a powerful effett in procuring many other
bleflings befides thofe that are internal and fpmtual
only. : '

OsBjecTIONs indeed, which may miflead fuch as
have not deeply and ferioufly examined the fubje&t,
have been raifed againft this do&trine by the fpirit of
an infidel philofophy. A fhort review of thefe will
contribute to confirm a truth that is conneéted, in
its principles, with fo many other duties of the
chriftian life.  All things, fay a part of thefe philo-
fophers, are governed by the laws of an irrefiftible
fatalzty, or are left, without law, to the impulfe of a
capricious chance. 1If there be a God, fay others,
who has created, and who fuperintends the order of
nature, this order muft proceed in an unchangeable
train of caufes and effe¢ts which cannot be moved by
the fupplications of mortals. Infinite wifdom muft
be as invariable in its ideas and plans as abfolute and
unintelligent fate. All devonon, according to them,
is enthufiafm, and prayer is only the refource of
weak minds who think, by their feeble breath, to
change the eternal "courfe of the univerfe. Thele
are the objeCtions—With regard to the former, I
thall only fay that the principles of fatality and chance
are the lazy refuge of minds too indolent to think,
or the gloomy fuggeftions of a deplorable atheifm
which can have few difciples in a country like this, -
wholfe morals are, as yet, fo far removed from the
extreme of corruption. They do not merit a refu-
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“tation. ‘The obje@ion drawn from the conftancy of
nature is better founded—Chriftians, no lefs than
thefe philofophers, believe that the progrefs and de-
pendence of caufes and effefts throughout the uni-
verfe, are as invariable as the ideas of infinite wifdom,
by which they were originally fixed : But, as the
principle acknowledges a Deity who is the creator
and ruler of the world, it does not militate againft
the efficacy of prayer. Could not he, whofe intel-
ligence contemplated at one view the whole chain of
events from the beginning to the end of time, and
whofe power imparted to all natural caufes their
energies and connexions, fo perfetly harmonize the
phyfical and moral worlds, that the refults of the one
thould always correfpond with thofe of the other, ac-
cording to the fyltem the defigned to eftablith? The
perfedtions of God lead us to expeét, what the courfe
of nature indicates, the exiftence of a moral govern-
ment in the univerfe. ¢ Aflli&ion cometh not forth
« of the duft, neither doth trouble fpring out of
« the ground.”* Can philofophy then deny to the .
chriftian, the hopes which he derives from the word
and promifes of God? May not God in his eternal
prefcience of the penitence and fubmiffion of his
people, under the correttions of his providence, have
fo arranged the train of caufes from the beginning,
as, at the proper moment, to anfwer their prayers,
and reward their returning virtues, without difturb-

- ing the eitablifhed order of nature ?} '

* Job, vi. 6.

+ This conclufion is {o fairly drawn, that infidelity cannct de-
ny it, unlefs it will return back to that abfurd philofophy that
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Bzsipes, if fafting and prayer contribute to the im-
provement of the heart, and the amendment of the
life—and if virtue has an-acknowledged influence on
national and individual profperity, are not thefe du-
ties as much prefcribed by a found and honelft reafon,
as by the laws of religion ? May they not even be
ranked among thofe natural caufes of fuccefs and hap-
pinefs, which God has eftablithed in the fyftem of the
world, and on which the objeGor prefumes to deny
their efficacy ?

WiLL you, then, proud and ignorant pretender to
reafon ! retort with a fneer on the pious man, who
attributes all the evils which affli& him to the righte«
ous providence of God, that they are only natural e~
vents ? Is not nature under the dire&tion of the fu-
preme and moral ruler of the univerfe? Will you
caft a contemptuous look on the penitent and humble
foul, who, in his affli¢tion, fupplicates the throne of
grace, as if he were purfuing - merely the vifionary
ideas of a weak enthufiafm? Will yeu rob him of the
confolation of pouring his forrows into the bofom of

“his heavenly Father ?  Will you tear from him the

fupport of thofe lropes which he derives from the di.
vine goodnefs and mercy ? Will you tell him to
abandon his prayers, to renounce his religion, to ex.
pett relief only from the blind or accidental courfe
of events 7—Oh ! miferable philofophy ! Are not all
events under the controul of a wife and gracious pow-

maintained the eternity of the world, and the ivherent perverfe.
nefs of matter, which could not be perfe@ly reduced to order, even
by divine omnipotence or wifdom.
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er? Do they not all compofe one univerfal {yftem of

- moral " difcipline, arranged among other purpofes,.
with relation to the penitence and the prayers of the
pious ? ‘

Havine thus, with the greateft fimplicity, ex-
plained the nature and reafonablenefs of our prefent,
duty, both for the inftru&ion of the ferious hearer,
and for the convition of pretenders to.a profane phi-
lofophy, I proceed,

II. To point out and illuftrate the caufes which,
on this day, call us to fafting and prayer.

WHEN we attempt to enumerate thefe caufes, it is
more difficult to arrange them, than to find abundant
materials in our fins, in the infliGtions of Heaven, and
in the circumftances of danger that ftill furround us,
for humiliation and repentance. They are fuch,
however, as ought to mingle our praifes with our
tears, becaufe God has affliGted us more lightly than
we deferved. Often, he has only fhaken his rod, as it
were, over our heads, and has fufpended the ftroke,
waiting for our duty and fubmiffion. His thunders
if I may ufe that language, have rolled only at a diil-
ance, that our repentance might difperfe the gather.
ing {torm, before it was colleted to break upon us.
In fome inftances he has touched usin our perfons, in
our families, in our fields, and in our country ; but,
hitherto, it has been with a gentle hand. He has
for a moment,furprifed us with the view of his power,
and his juftice ; and again, ina moment, he has re-
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turnzd to the- exercife of that mercy in which he de-
lighteth, that the mingled emotions of love and fear, -
might attach us as with a double cord, to his fer-
vice. :

. 1. SuaLL I mention,in the firft place, thofe difeafés
of uncommon contagion and mortality which havs
aflited different parts of the continent? -Can we
have forgotten the calamity which lately ravaged a
neighbouring city, which filledevery houfe with la-
mentation, and nrourning, which covered every face
with palenefs and confternation, and fpread its terrors
to the extremities of the Union ?* Have we forgotten
the anguifh which we felt, both thro’ fympathy with
the diftrefled, and thro’ apprehenfion for ourfelves ?
That terrible difeafe was, in more than one inftance,
‘brought to our own doors ;1 but heaven, in its my-
fterious mercy, fpared us, while it poured the cup of
affliion into their bofoms. Different cities and vil-
Tages have fince that period, been vifired by a fimilar
- peftilence 5 and many more have fuffered an unufual
mortality from other difeafes.} Into our own houfes
the arrows of death have been fhot ; and the badges
of mourning that I fee before me, call to my mind a
hufband, or a wife, a parent, ora child, a brother,

* The Yellow fever in the city of Philadelphia.

+ Three perfons from the city died in Princeton and its neigh-
bourhood without communicating the infeGion to any others.

1 Particularly Charlefton, Baltimore, Harrifburg, znd New-
Haven, and a great number of other places of lefs note in the
States of Conne&icut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania and
Maryland. '
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or a fifter, recently torn from our affetionate em-
brace.t Thefe chaftifements, or thefe warnings,
fpeak tous with a divine voice. They are gracious
admonitions of the juftice of God, which, if we re-
fufe to hear, he may fix the arrow next in our own
breafts. This day, let us,by unfeigned repentance
and humiliation, implore his mercy to avert his
threatened judgments, or to remove thofe altual
griefs, which each of us may experience in his own
privatelot. Zhe Lord is merciful and gracious, flow
to anger, and of great kindnefs, and repenteth bim of
the evil. Who knoweth if he will return, and repent,
and leave a bleffing bebind bim ?

2. In the next place has he not, in order to fhew
us how weak we arein his hands, and to annihilate

us, as it were, before the majefty of his juftice, cho- -

fen the moft feeble of all inftruments to chaftife an
ungrateful people ? Aninfe&, almoft invifible, has
cut off our fields, and mocked the hopes of the huf-
bandman.f How often has this feeble army mowed
them as bare as if they had been cunfumed by fire

from Heaven? It is true, the poor have {till had bread |

to eat. Theindulgence of an offended God has not

yet afflicted us with the miferies of famine. . He has -

gently correted us for that criminal ingratitude with

4+ More inftances of mortality have happened in Princeton,
within fifteen months, than had beea known before for many

years. Among others, the author loft a child, and his wife a
parent.

1 Aa infe@ generally known by the name of the Hefian Fly,
has committed great ravages in New-Jerfey, and has produced a
real and dilrefling fcarcity of the fruits of the earth.

A et — e T
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-which we abufed his bounty, and forgot the giver of
all our good. But he has, at the fame time, taught
us what we may juftly fear, when he comesin righte-
oufnefs to force a repentance which neither the evi-
dences of his love, nor the milder corre&ions of his

providence,could draw from a thoughtlefs generation-

devoted to their pleafures. What the infe€t may
fpare the drought may deftroy. See in the animated

‘and ftrong defcription of the prophet Joel, how

dreadful a fcourge the moft contemptible reptiles,
united with a defettof the dews of heaven, may be

‘made to a guilty land. ¢ That which the palmer

worm hath left hath the locuft eaten—and that which
the locuft hath left hath the canker-worm eateni—
and that which the canker-worm hath left, hath the
caterpillar eaten. The field is wafted, the land
mourneth ; for the corn is wafted : the new vine is
dried up ; the oil languifheth. Be ye athamed, O ye
hufbandmen ! Howl O ye vine-dreflers! For the
wheat and for the barley ; becaufe the harveft of
the field is perifhed. Is not the meat cut off before
our eyes ? Yea, joy and gladnefs from the houfe of
our God ? How do the beafts groan ! The herds of
cattle are perplexed, becaufe they have no pafture ;
the flocks of fheep are made defolate. O Lord !

To thee will I cry; for the fire hath devoured the

paftures of the wildernefs, and the flame hath burned

‘all the trees of the field.”* What a piure of mife-

ry and diftrefs | When the juftice of divine provi-
dence commands it, the feebleft of all creatures may
be made to lay waftea whole kingdom, and carry

* Joeli. 4, 10,14, 15.
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defolation into every houfe. Man and beaft perith
by thoufands, in dumb and filent anguith, or amidft
the cries of a frightful defpair which may reach hea-

ven indeed, but which human fympathy can only
~ weep over and pity.

THE prophet called that finful but afflicted peo-
ple to faft, and to cry #o the Lord, that he might re-
move the fcourge of that defolating famine under
which they groaned. Happy fhall we be if we can
anticipate the evil—if, by fincere repentance, we can
arreit it in the beginning—and if he, inftead of cut-
ting off the produce of our fields, will continue to give
us, along with grateful hearts to improve the mercy,
both food to eat, and raiment to put on.

- 3. ANOTHER caufe that calls us to humiliation
~ and repentance, isthe war that has fo long affliGted
our froatiers, in which we are concerned as brethren,
and that which rages in Europe, in which we are
concerned by political connexions.

‘W AR is, perhaps, the moft cruel and deftruiive of
all piagues. Heavier impofitions opprefs the people
to fupport its enormous expenfes—greater diftrefs
marks the track of hoftile armies—and greater num-
bers perith by the fword than by all other calamities.
‘We look with horror on the ravages of the peftilence.
But, what are thefe to the heaps of flain, the man-
~ gled bodies, the groaning hofpitals, the conﬂagra-
tions, the pillage, the brutal violation of chaftity, the
widows, the orphans, the namelefs miferies that fol«
low in the train of war ! How often Lave our bre-

D
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thren, during four years, experienced all its accu-

mulated evils from a favage and feracious enemy !
How many may at this moment, be perithing under
the murderous hatchet ! How many at this moment,
may have their fouls pierced by the terrifying yells of
favages thirfting for blood, with a horror worfe than
the death which, the next moment, awaits themt
How many may be dragged to crueland hopelefs cap-
tivity | How many infants may be dafhed to pieces
againft the next rock or the nexttree! How many
matrons and virgins may be piercing the difmal fi-
lence of the wildernefs with their unavailing fhrieks !
How many men may be expiring under all thofe
dreadful tortures which favage cruelty and ingenui-
ty know fo well how to increafe and protra! "Are

thefe evils nothing to us, becaufe we are placed ata

diftance from the fcenes? No, they are our fellow_
citizens ; and every calamity which falls upon them,
muft affe@ s by our fympathy, as well as by our po.
litical union with the fufferers ? Wherever the ftroke

of divine providence falls, it is intended for the cha- -

ftifement of the nation. If we are infenfible and
impenitent under this corretion, may he not bring
the affliG®ion home ta ourfelves by our relations with
Europe ? You fee the old world torn from its foun-
dations by a fpirit of revolution. Convulfed, as with
an univerfzl earthquake, all its thrones totter—all its
nations are dathed again{t one another—the bload of
its inhabitants flows in rivers. It feems as if heaven,
baving dcftined fome new and aftonithing order of
things to take place, were about to fweep the prefent
generation from the earth with the befom of its wrath,
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as it did the rebellious Ifraelites in the wildernefs,
that a new race might arife better fitted to fulfil its
myfterious purpofes. Can America remain wholly
unaffeted in the cataftrophe of the contending na-
tions! Thro’ the pride and violence of one, and thro’

the daring and infidious artifices of the miniftry of
another, the has already but narrowly efcaped being
dragged into the vortex of their wars. And her po-
litical and commercial relations to them, ftill place
her in a fituation of imminent danger. By the good-
nefs of divine providence, ard by the wifdom and
firmnels of government, we have hitherto been pre-
ferved from this fatal event. But it is only by re-
pentance and reformation that we can certainly hope
to avert this as well as every other calamity with
which a juft and holy God may affli& an impenitent
and finful nation. For this purpofe we are now af-
fembled. And let me fay to youin the language of
the king of Nineveh to his people, ¢ cry mightily

" ¢ unto God, and turn you every one from his evil

¢ way. Who can tell if God will turn and repent
<¢ and turn away from his fierce anger that we perifh

t not !"*

Suary I add under this head, to the evils which
‘we have to deprecate, or to deplore, the flames of

difcord and fedition lighted up by fattion, difcontent, -

or popular ambition working upon ignorance. An

infurre@ion, indeed, that lately wore a dangerous ap-

pearance, has been happily quelled under that peculi-
ar felicity of condud that always marks the meafures

* Jonah iii. 8; .
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_of our chief magiftrate. But, while we offer our
thanks to God for the reftoration of the publick tran-
quility, this event ferves to ftrengthen the reafon for
our prefent duty. It ferves to be fincerely deploreds
that the ftate contains fo many men, citizens I will
not call them, who can wantonly trifle with the blef-
fings of peace, and order, and who, for the wretched
purpofes of party, or for the fhameful licenfe of in-
toxication, are willing to throw the whole nation into
the wildeft tumult and confufion. Although we are, at
prefent, refcued, by the timely and judicious exertion
of the power of the union, from the danger that mena-
ced us, yet it ferves to demontftrate how eafily a righte-
“ous providence may punith an impenitent and un.
grateful people by the calamities of civil difcord.
Our republick is compofed of ftates of various in-
terefts, manners, and ideas. Jealoufies, fufpicions,
rivalthips, naturally fpring out of fo many diftin&
fovreignties, and fuch different local fituations,
Marked parties already exift in the government. A
certain fever and delirium of liberty—perhaps, from
the afpet it has put on in fome places, I might call
it by a harfher name, as it js at war with all decency
and fubordination, has invaded part of the people,
We are a mafs of inflammable materials prefled toge-

ther, for the prefent, by the force of external danger

which confines the fire that is already working with-
in. If once this preflure be removed, or we are placed,

by feeling our own ftrength, beyond the apprehen.
fions of foreign violence and injuftice, is there not

reafon to fear, that, without the peculiar guardian-
fhip and care of a gracious providence, turbulent
fpirits violently agitating the whole mafs, the fame
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will take vent, and the imprifoned volcano broken
loofe, will rend afunder the fides of the mountain
which contains it, or, with infinite fury, tear and dif-
gorge its own entrails! Merciful God! fave us from
this calamity! Thou art our only fure refource! It
is only by piety to thee, as the bafis of the public vir-
tueand morals, that we can reafonably hope to efcape
thele dreadful effetts of thy juft difpleafure! Let us
begin, my brethren, the courfe of reformation by
the confeflion of our fins, and by fincere repentance,

‘that God may delight to dwell among us, and preferve

to us that happy union, and that ineftimable peace
at home which will be the crown and perfeétion of
all.qur other bleﬂin%S.

4. AvoTHER reafon for which we are, this day,
called to fafting and humiliation, is the prevalence of
immorality and vice, and efpecially of the principles

of a bold and licentious infidelity. -

JerEMIAH pronounces from God this alarming
oracle to the nation of Ifrael, ¢ I will punith you ac-
cording to the fruit of your doings, faith the Lord.”*
And the prophet Amos—*¢ you only have I known
of all the families of the earth : therefore, I will pu-
nith_you for all your iniquities.”’+ This is the righte-
ous rule by which he direts the operations ot his pro-
vidence towards all nations, and particularly towards
thofe who have enjoyed and abufed fingular bleflings,
or fingular meauns of knowledge and of grace. If

* Jer. xxi, 14. + Amos, i, 2.
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mercies, or privileges can aggtavate offence, how cri-
minal muft be the people of thefe ftates if they forget
the God who has broken the yoke of fervitude from
their necks—who has humbled before them the pride
and infolence of their enemies—and who has efta-
blithed them in a ftate of public fecurity, of individu-
al independence, and of general but fimple plenty,
which fcarcely any other nation on eatth. enjoys?
How much more criminal muft they be if they defpife
the gofpel of Chrift which they havé had the peculiar
felicity to receive in its purity and fimplicity, untaint-
ed by the corruptions, and unfhackled by the re-
ftraints of civil, or ecclefiaftical defpotifm ?—Yet, if
we review our manners and our principles, how much
reafon do we find in them for repentance >—Is not
God blafphemed by the common and irreverent ufe
of his holy name, and ftill more by thofe impious ex-
écrations that are employed fo vent the rage and fury
of the paffions ? Are not his Sabbaths profaned by

applying them, not to his worthip, but to our own
bufinels or amufement ? How are his temples for-
faken that were once crowded with fuch religious re-
fpe& ? How are his ordinances contemned by . mul
titudes who only have recourfe to them as a laft but
alas! a miftaken refuge, in extreme affliction ?

Where are the families that acknowledge him altho’

he has threatened to pour out his wrath on the families
that call not on his name? Pagans offered their in-

cenfe, and poured their daily libations to their houfe-

hold Gods, while chriftians, to their fhame, negle®

to adore that God in whom they live and move, and

have their being, who furrounds their habitations

with peace and [ecurity, and crowns their domeftic

’
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lot with innumerable comforts. Thefe fins are of the
greatér importance, and deferve the more to be call-
ed to mind for our humiliaticn, becaufe a principle
of religion and duty to God, lies at the foundation of
all fincere and genuine morality, both public and pri-
vate. "When kLis fear is defpifed, and his worfhip is
abandoned, vice and licentioufnefs of manners fpeed-
ily enfue, that bring down the judgments of Heaven
an a land. ' :

WheN we defcend to thofe fins that affet folely

aurfelves, or our fellow-men, it is difficult to know
where to clofe the catalogue, and almoft impoflible
to draw in too high colours the piture of our guilt.
How many examples have we to deplore of idlenefs,
. the parent of a thoufand other vices ? Of hard and
cruel felfithnefs, infenfible to the claims of human
nature, and regardlefs of the rights and feelings of
others? How many examples of injuftice, of falfe-

hood, of fraud ! What intemperance ! What loofe -

and criminal pleafures! What malice ! What envy!
What flander ! ‘Above all, what political flander, that,
in order, to ferve the purpofes of ambition or of
party, feems willing to impofe upon itfelf no reftraints
of truth or of decency! It dignifies itfelf with the
pretences of patriotifm, and the love of the people, and
under thefe refpectable matks, which vice and kna-
very are often moft forward to affume, bzlieves it
may commit robbery and murder with impunity.
But, were I to enumerate all our vices in detail, |
fhould fatigue your patience, and wafte the day. I
, Thould be obliged to develope all the criminal princi-

plesand ftratagems of the human heart, and to re-
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trace the whole of that guilty hiftory that is daily a&-
ed on the theatre of the world.

WiTHOUT confining our view to thefe open and
flagrant crimes, let every chriftian ferioufly re-exa-
mine his own heart. Isit not as true now, as it has
been in every age, that becaufe iniquity abounds, the
love of many waxes cold? Has not the general impie~
ty and corruption fpread its infetion to you ? Inftead
of awakening your repentance, and re-animating
your zeal, as it ought, has it not gone far to extin-
guifh in your hearts that' facred and ardent flame
of love to God and man, that is the vivifying principle
of every chriftian duty ? How little concern do we
fee to edify the world, and to adorn the profeffion of
God our Saviour by a pious and holy example ? What'
an unfavourable profpet arifes to the church from
our growing remifsiefs in training the rifing genera-
tion in the knowledge and the fearof God ? Do we
not, in one word, obferve among the profeflors of
the gofpel a coldnefs of fpirit, and a degeneracy of
manners, dithonourable to Chrift, and infinitely re-
proachful to the chriftian name ? Let each of us look
into himfelf, he will there find a pi¢ture of the gene-
ral corruption. Ah! bleffed Lord ! thou haft been
wounded in the houfe of thy friends, therefore thine
enemies infult thy crofs!—Chriftians awake from this
criminal and fhameful lethargy of foul ! Be penetrat-
ed with a lively grief for the unworthy requital you
have made, and the dithonours you have done to the
riches of divine grace and love by which you have.
been faved ! With you then let the public reformation
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begin, that others alfo feciug your good 'warh, may gl-
rify your Father who is in heaven !

ADpDED to all our other fins, have we not to deplore
in this pretended age of reafon,* the progrefs of abold
and licentious infidelity thatis at war with all reafon,
morals, and religion—whofe God is nature, whofe
apoftles are profligates, whofe faith is the innocence
of criminal pleafures, and whefe law of duty is the
impulfe of paffion. An age of reafon! It is an age
of luxury, of diffipation, of relaxed morals, of fu-
perficial inquiry. . Its vices have made it defirous of
tearing away the reftraints of religion. - Pained by
the light of divine truth, it has endeavoured to re-
plunge itfelf into the darknefs of ancient paganifm.
It has hated the rigid law of revealed duty, it has

D

* There is evidently a reference in this expreffion to a pamph-
let that has appeared under the fame title. But as that pamphlet
is chiefly remarkable for ignorance and audacity, it would not have
deferved thisnotice, if it had not become a kind of cant to boaft
of the fuperior illumination of the prefent above every preceding
age. But there isa reference chiefly to certain atheiftical opinions
which not long fince agitated and difgraced the French conren-
tion, and have been re-echoed by fome weak people in America
who adopt their infidelity like certain fathions, mercly becaufe it is
Jfuppofed to be French. As that fpirit however, which was likely
to do fo much injury to the affairs of France, has received a checks
perhaps, our own countrymen may begin to think there is /efs reafon
init. If any reader fhould remark that the principles of infideli-
ty are only declaimed againtt in the difcourfe ; it is fufficient to re.
ply that this was not the place to rzafon upon them. Our publick
fins are recounted for our humiliation. It is to be fuppofed that
a chriftian audience would acknowledge them to be fins. And
therefore to produce the defigned effe&, their enormity only requircs
to be paiated.
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feared the deftiny of finin a future world, and ia or-
der to rid itfelf of the objeéts of its hatred and its
fears, it has been willing to extinguifh the bleffed
hopes of immortality—It has written on the repofito-
ries of the dead, as its beft confolation ¢ deathis an
eternal fleep”’—Or, it has fuffered a delirious imagi-
nation to wander with the philofophers of antiquity,

thro’ an uncertain limbus of fouls.where there are
#lo bounds to conjetture, and to errour. An age of
reafon ! Itis not an enlightened reafon, but a corrupt-
ed heart, that has refufed to be guided by the lights
of the gofpel.

. Bressep Jesus ! Thy gracious and heavenly mif-
fion has been rejected by blinded mortals who have
no guide to certainty and truth but thee! Thy divine
nature, and thy fupreme dominion have been infult-

. &d by worms of the duft who have dared to rife in re- -

bellion againft thee !—Thy fole and meritorious
atonement has been denied by miferable finners who
have no hope in eternity but thee !—My brethren !
Shall not God punith by his righteous judgments, if
he cannot bring to repentance, a guilty age which has
impioufly endeavoured to drag the Sun of Righteouf-
nefs from his fphere—which has infulted his glory,
and blafphemed the aftonithing ftoops of his mercy ?
Every fincere believer in Jefus Chrift mult be deeply
penetrated with thefe dithonors done to his Redeem-
er’s name. And he will find, in thefe daring impie-
ties, in the general voice that furrounds him, and in
his own heart, the fubjets of profound repentance
and contrition before God. Arreft, O Lord! the
growing profanity of the age ! When will the ini.
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quities of men come to an end, and the reign of
truth and righteoufnefs be extended from the rifing

- to the fetting fun!

WHAT, then my brethren is our duty on this day ?
Is it not to humble our fouls befere God vunder his
corre&ions ? Is it not to make confeffion of our fins,
and to turn from them with all our heart to the living
and true God ? Let us fervently addrefs our prayers
to the throne of his grace, that he would protet and
blefs our country—that he would endue with that
wifdom which is from above, our legiflators, our ma-
giftrates, and qur judges—that he would promote
the means of general knowledge, and extend the in-
fluence of true religion as the fureft bafis of the pub-
lic weal—that he would teach us with fobriety, tem-
perance, and thankfulnefs of heart, to enjoy the blef-
fings of his providence, affured that, if we do not
glorify him in the ufe of his mercies, he will glorify
himfelf in the execution of his judgments. Let us,

" finally; implore from his mercy that he would fpare

the blood of our brethren fhed by cruel and feroci-
ous hands——that he would allay the cenvalfions that
agitate the chriftian world—and that he, who has all
events, and the hearts ot all men in his hands, would
bring from the bofom of that chaos, a new creation
of liberty and peace, and true religion over the
whole earth——A M E N.
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