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by JOSEPH SMITH, V.D. M. With a Preface by the Reverend

© Pr, COLMAN, and Mr. CQOPER, of Bofton, ew-England,

TO THE :

READER.

FJHE following Difcousrfe, was inclofed to us by
pur dear Brother, the worthy Author of it;
aud we haye read it with high pleafure and fatisfac-
tion. The defign is fufficiently intimated in the Citle~
page. JItis, indeed, 2 Sermon of an extraordinuy na-
ture. To give from the pulpit, the perfonal and mivi-
flerial charalter of a living Preacher, is very unufual,
0%, perhaps altogether new. But fo is the occafion. -«
And the Difcoprfe mufl be looked upon to be apalea
getical rather than encomiaftic. 'The manifeft de. .
. fign 18, to {fupport. the Caufe by vindicating th: man ;
not a private and party caufe : but that of Primitive
Piety, aud Cathelic Chriftianity; the Caufe of Chrift
and Lruth, if the peculiar do&trines of .the gofpel, the
afferting and clearing whereof, was the glory of the
Reformation, may be fo called?. A caufe this, in
which zeal is gertainly a virtue. A : .
As to theReverend Mr, Whitefield, the perfon refer- -
red to, and named, he is the wonder of the age; and

B ol nlit Adesh ol

e r——

[



—~ferve.

6 " %o the Reader. .

no man more cipploys the pens, and ills up the con-
yerfation of people, than he does at this day: none

more admired and ‘applaudgd, by fome, contemned. -

and reproached by others. The comman lot of the
moft excellent men the world has evgr had to fhew ! -
While fo many . others are fpeaking and publith-
ing thejr fentiments congernjng him with all free-
dom, Mr, Smith thought himfcff
bath had as much opportunity.as moft, to inform him-
felf concerning Mr. Whitefield’s doQrine, manner
of life, ‘purpofe, faith, charity, long-fuffering, pati-
ence, perfecutions, and affliCtions which have come
unto him - and what he has feen and heard, that de.
clares he unto us; and we receive his teftimony, be-
- canfe we know him'to be a Gentleman of good fenfe
and fri veracity ; and alfo frec from -enthufiaftic
impreffions, unlefs feripus religion 1nd experimens
tal piety are {o called, as we have melancholly occa-
fion to obferve they often are. There appear to us
plain marks of fincerity and impartiality'in the fol-
+* {owing account.. And the fame things have been re-
ported to us by our Reverend Brethren, of ‘the like
charaéter, whom we know and correfpond with, in
~ places where Mr, Whitefield hath vifited and preache
ety
And, as to his thoughts, refpeQting the views of
Providence, in raifing up men of this Ramp and fpi-
rit in our day, he exprefics them with gmtt modefty
.+ and cantion, and we cannot but appre
countenapced from Scripture, reafon, and obferva-
ton. o
" When God is about to carry on falvation-work
with any remarkable fuccefs, he will raifc up fuit-
able inftruments to work by. He will form and
fpirit men for great’and eéxtraordinary undertakings,
when he has any great and extraordinary purpofes to

-

not precluded. He.
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. Thus whens God’s time for the great and good
work of building the fecond temple was come, Jo-
thua and others were animated to undertake it ; and
though they were men wondered at, for the warmth
of their zeal and the boldnefs of their enterprize; that
in the face of fp many oppofers 3nd difficulties, they
thould yndertake to rebuild the-holy city and the tem-
ple ; yet they were raifed above all difcoyragements,
and fiood firm againft all oppofition, being fortified
with a fpecial promife of the MESSIAH, in whofe

. ftrength, and by. whofe influence they thould be fuc-

cefsfully carried on in their work. ¢ Hear now, QO
¢ Jothua the High-pricft, Thon and thy fcllows that

"% fit befare thee; for they are men wondered at:
_¢¢ for I will bripg fortk my feryant the BRANCH,
¢¢ Behold, the ftone that IL

4 yve laid before Jothua;
¢¢ Upon one ftone fhall be feven eyes. I will engrave

~ 6¢ the engraving thereof, faith the LORD of HOSTS;
- ¢ _and I will remoye the iniquity of that land in one
¢ dsy,” Zech. ii, 8, 9. i

So when the golpel-church wag o be fet up'in the
world, and the Gentile nations to” be convested to -
the knowledge. and faith of JESUS, a dozen, poor,
illiterate filhermen, were endyed with power froni on
high; and fent forth to open men’s eyes, to turn them
from darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan
to God. And in them was fulfilled that which is
written, Pfalm viii. 2. ' % Out of the mouth of babes
¢ and fucklings haft thou ordained Ttrength, becaufe
¢ of thine enemics; that thou mighteft @il the ene-
¢ my and the avenger.” :

- And when the church was overipread with Popifh
darknefs, fuperflition; and idolatry, and the Romifh
tyranny was at its very height*, it pleafed God to en-
lighten fome Ecclefiaftics gradually in the knowledgs
of his truth, and then ax:’im_atc and affift them to lay

4 : I
# In the 16th century.
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] . T e Boader; :
open the ertord and cofruptions 'of- Poperg, and beld-
Iy to affert and maintain the puré truths of the ofpel.
Of this number wer¢ Zuinglingin Switgerland, dnd
Luthierin Gérmany ; names that wil b had  evers
Tafting reinembrance in the reeords of the Cherch.
The refofate ‘oppéfition that was made apainlt
them, and the contempt that was powred updn
them, inftead of cooling, enflathied Yhieit coorape. Thé
further fearch they made into the depth of thofe cor-
ruption$ that had overfpréad the Church, the more
light ®ili broke in upon them. They found:its dves
trines poifoned with berefy, ahd its worfiparrmpred
with fuperftition and idolatry ; ‘and Chtiftiahity prowini
very lTike to Paganifm. Under this ¢onyiRion they
Toudly cafied upon all that had ang toncern‘for thieif
fouls'to go out of Babylen; as they would not be pars
takers of her plagues. And fhaltituded of peopld
were influenced by their pteaching and writings, td
renounce the-Romith ddCtrints and fopetllition-; snd
many of the princés of Europe weré ifictined to fa<
vour and fall in with the Reformation. o
" As for Luthér in particular, he was aWwdndrous man,
and the almighty power.of God was eniinently mani-
fefted in him. - When he firlt' appesred, ¢ What
% could be expeéted from a ‘poor friar, creeping out
“ of a cloifter? "He was advifed by hit friends Yo ger
& into his cell again, and to piy his-prayers, and hot
* venture upon fo hazardous an undértaking, =8 +o
% preach againft the Pope, or attempt fo impoflible 2
% ‘work as the reformation.  But ndt by might. nor
¢« power but by 'mySgirit,'faith the Lord of Hofts.”---
. This fingle, inconfiderablé ‘man, was ‘more than a

imatch for the powers of Rome, and was inftrumental -

to produce bne of the greateft thanges the world has
‘ever had to marvelat.” =~ ° .
* "And when it plzafes God to renéw the face of reli-







10 Do the Reader.
in all his faithful fervices for the Redeemer’s king-
dom : and aHo for the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, that he
may, (as he has well exprefled himfelf in fome of hig
“Jetters to us) “ be kept humble and dependent on our
¢ dear Lord Jefus;” be preferved in his -travels;
‘firengthened to his wncommon labours, and fortified

againft alf oppofition : that Satan, (who cannot but
have a2 peculiar enmityat thofe who fo fet themfelves

againft his kingdom) may never get-advantage of him,

to the- blemifh or hindrance of the great and good
work which we hope is begun and going on; that
God would caufe him always to.triamph in Chrift,
while he makes manifeft the faveur of his knowledge
by him in every place, and ufes him as an m&mme::
to bring back many wandering fheep to the: Shepher.

and Bifhop of ‘ their fouls; and very particularly that .

‘his purpofed coming to. us,:may be with-as full 2
blefling of the gofpel of Chrift as other places have

experienced, and much more abundant by the will and. -

¥

grace of our God! - - .
* Bofton, N. E. . ‘
June 7,1749.5 . .
Beyyamin CoLwnan,
‘ WiLLias CooPER.
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THE
CHARACTER, PREACHING, .

‘oF ar nzvzn:nn

'Mr. GEORGE. WHITEFIEL\‘D,
IMPARTIALLY RBPRESENTED AND SUPPORTED

R JoB xxxii. 17
Iﬁud, 1 will anfwer alfo my party I alfe mll/be‘w oy
opinion.

Y de(liﬁn from this text, is to flew my imae-
opinion of that Sen of Thunder, who:

lm!y graced and warmed ‘thia defk ; and would
lnve been an ornament, I think, to the beft pulpit m
the province. Happy fhall I think myfelf, if
only clinch the nails, this great Mafter of Aﬁ'emblses *

* Jas already faftened.—Like: Elihu, the gallant youth

before us, “ I am now full of matter; the: fpmt
¢ within me conftraineth me : my belly is as wine
¢ which hath no vent it is ready to burft like new
¢ bottles, I will (geak that I may be refrefhed.”—

Others have freely fpoken their fentiments of the

. wondrous man before me; and 1 have heard the dee

faming as well as the applaufe of many.-------¢ I faid

. ¢ therefore, I will anfwer alfo my part, I wiil alfo

¢ thew my opinion "—----In this, I defign no offence,

nor would I give flattering titles to any man, left my-
- Maker fhould take me away.§ -

The fcheme propofed is,
I. To thew my opinion of the -doirines he infifted

. uvpon, and well eftablifhed.
. To fpeak fomcthmg of the manner of his

~aching. °

+ nat minifters of the gofpel are called mafters of aifmbhes,
*-~Pg Angotations on Eccl. xu xl.
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_HL To offer my. fentiments . upon his perfonal
charaller. ; BRI
Laflly, To ‘give. my thoughts, what Providence
feems 1o have in its view in raifing up men of this
ftamp in our day, almpR every where fpoken againft,
yet crowded after and jultly admired. S
" I. 1ihall give you my opiniops of the do&rines he
. infifted upon among us. :
Yo fpeak more .gencrally, They wese dolirines,
I am of vpinion agreeable 10 the drtates of reafen ;.
evidently founded upon fcriptire ; exaétly correfpon-
dent with the articleg of the eftablifhment ; of great
ufe and ncceflity in forming the Chyiffian life; which -
I had. carly imbibed from the heft writers and fyfems ;'
from‘which Thad never yet feen reafen to recede, anid
which therefore you are witnefles, 1 haye not failed
to introluce and inculcate, in the coutle of oy mi-
ailtry amoeng you. = I
: To be moye particulsr;
One of the i‘
over in filence in any, fingle difcourfe, js that of orjy
ginal fin. A tpsh fo manjfeft in JTtripture, shat J
am almoft of opinion, it is impoflible any. fincere, -dis
ligent and unprejudiced inguirer fhowld mits it: fog.
it ;3 written in fun beams. that 3 man may run and .
read. | . -
" By original fin I'mean nothing lefs than the impus
tation of . Adam’ firft fin_ to all -his pofterity by .
ordinary. generation ; which imputation is the re-
fuitance of hig being conflitnted to.aék for them in
the extenfive capacity of 'a legal reprefentative ; the
confequence. of avhich is, that inherent corsuption
of uature, and thofe finful propenfities, we are now
born with into the world.-------As to the point of
imputation, it is a doCliine, ‘i muft be confcflzd, of
more intricacy ; about which, it is therefore pcflibley
9 well:meaning man may labour uvuder -fome fcr-
ples, while perhaps he allows the,.depravity of

&riges, which e has bardly palled

v
’
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~which, I hope, God will fuffer none of you to be en-

ticed, by any fophiftry of the fubtle difputers of this
warld, or charms of language. Y
But to proceed.——

- Another do@rine we have lately had in the warm-

eft language impreffed upon us, is that Pauline one”

of juftification by faith alone. And here you will re-
member, how the preacher vindicated himfef froin

all fudpicions of Antinomian error, and opening a
door te licentious manners: for while on the one:
hand, he earneftly contended for our juftification as

the free gift of God, by faith alone, in the blood of

Cheift, an article of faith delivered to the faints of
‘old ;. "{o on the other hand, he took fpecial care to

‘guard againft the licentious abufe of it, and would not . .
‘make void the Jaw, when he aflerted that good works
‘were the neceffary fruits and evideénces of true faith 3

telling us plainly, and with the  cleareft diftinQiom,
that a man was juftified thefe three ways; meritori-

oufly by Chrift, inftrumentally by faith alone, de--

¢laratively by good works. And believe me, my
brethren, this is the true gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and
the writings of the apoftles. For whea Abraham be-

lieved God; was not it (his faith) imputed to him for -

righteoufnefs 7 'And yet, was not Abraham our fa-

ther juftified by works, when he had offered Ifaac his’

fon upon the altar | Hpw fhall we then reconcile this ?
‘Why very eafily. The a& of this faith juftified him
through Chrift, and the offering of Ifaac juftified that
faith ;" the firft in the fight of God, the other in the
fight of man. ' In julification faith precedes, works

follow after; for if works precede, or had any cafual’

infinence into our juftification, we might feem o
have whereof to glory before God. But here it is
the free gift of God, and boafting for ever excluded

God, when he juftifies’a man, never finds, but makes -

him holy ; without any previous merit, of which there
can be no thadow in an'apoftate creature. No; 8%
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the kingdun of God. He affuces us, We rtiyft be bus
of water and of the Spirit.  Qur regeneration refults
Ju its veceflity, from griginal fin. They that 3re¢
Loaper in iniguity, and conceived in fin, muft be wathed
pnd cleanfed.-~--By which is not meant the merg
forms aud riteg of Baptifm ; pot the wathing away
the filth of the flefh, as the Gorrtipt Pharifees might
walh their bands, and the qutlide of the cup 5 but the
anfwer of a good confcignce towards God, putged b
the blood of Chrift. For we can anly be fayed 4y gz
wafbing of regeneration, and the renewing ¢f the Haly
Gbgﬁ : she infufion of a new life, a diviney Licavenly,
- and.prolific fginciple. As we are by nature dead 1
trefpafles and fins, God muft quicken us by his Spirif,
and through that we muft mortify the dueds of ¢he bon
dyy and crucify the flofb with its lufis and offections,
Far #atil we know (until we feel the exceeding great-
pels of ) the power of Chrift’s refurre@ion, we bave na
~ patt in him :- we cannot enter.inso heaven ; of, if we
-thauld, onr fsft petijon would be,. to be difcharged
.94 {oon as poflible. Pleafire is the refult of harmony;
- the nature muft agree with the objeét: there mugt le
-~ a great change upon the nature, to make us fufcep
‘tive of the pleafores of God’s prefence.---+- :
Cavillers and fgoffers, I know, there are enough,
ia thefe laft days, againft this do&rine. Some maiter
of Urael may afk, How can thefp things be? Cana
mian, awhen ke is old, enter a fecand tin into bis mother’s

wymb, and be born.e---Who ever faid he could ? Or .

what would it avail; if he thowld ? But, 1 hope, there
may be fuch 2 thing as a fpiritgal bifth, fubfequent
to the patural.---- Mag we natbe again begotten to
2 lively bope ! May not God, of hjs own will, do it by
bis Word and Spirit? And may we not then become
as little children and new born babes.-----Barn not of
blood, nor of the will.of man, nor of the will of the
flefh, but of God? Are we not told, in the mof} ex-
prels language,.---thag which is borw of the flafby i
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Fe/by and that which is born of the Spirit, is fpirit,
Are not here two births, one natural, the other {piri-
tual ?~—1I-am really altonifhed, any man fhould read
his Bible and his own heart, and be a ftranger to this
doftrine of the new-birth; without which all our
boafted morality, and ethical virtues, however fplen-
did and rhetoricated upon, can never adorn us in the
fight of God, nor qualify us for his redeeming love.
" 'True religion is an inward thing, a thing of - the
heart ; it chiefly refides there, and confifts in a right -
difpofition and fanftified temper of the will and af-
feCtions ; and as we have been lately told, in righte-
" oufnefsy peace, and foy in the Holy Ghoff. Which na-
- turally introduces another dotrine, nearly allied to
this, and which was very ftrongly infifted on, viz.
The impreflions or (which was the. preacher’s own
phrafe) inward feelings of the Spirit.  And here you
retnember, how he guatded againft the invidious cen~
“fure, of affuming the charalter of an apoftle. )
He renounced all pretenfions to the extraordinary
wers and figns of apoftlefhip, gifts of healing, {fpeak-
ing with tongues, the faith of miracles; things pecu-
liar to the age of infpiration, and extin& with.them.
He alfo-allowed thefe feelings of the Spirit were net
in evtty perfon, or at all times, in the fame degree;
and that though a full affurance were attainable, and
what every one fhould labour to attdin, yet not of ab-
folute neceffity to the being of a Chriftian.——Only
he afferted that we might feel the Spirit of God, in
“his fan&ifying and faving impreflions, and witneffing .
with our own fpirits. And what is there in all this
repugnant to reafond What is there in it, but what
is perfeQly agreeable to fcripture! How can we be
“~ied by the Spirit, or have joy in the Holy Ghoft, with-
out fome fenfible perceptions of it l—=~Can I at any
time feel my foul in facred raptures, burning with the
-love of God, and.of Chrift, and all my beft paffians
alive ? Can'lfeela fecret gleafurc in the word, ordi-
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nances,and communion of God? Can I taflethe powers -
of the world to come ? Can I-feel thethreatenings of
God imprefled upon my confcience, or promifes of
paradife working upon my hopes? Can I groan un-
der the burden of my corruptions, or exult in the li-
berty of fpirit, I may fometimes have, in a calm and
retired hour, in the meditation of mypardon, and the"
" contemplation of heaven and immortality ? I fay, Can
I have all thefe things in me, and do I feel them upon
my foul, and yet this do&rine of feeling the Spirit
be burlefqued and ridiculed, in an age of infidelity,
and of men who love to fpeak evil of the things which
they now not ? Indeed a finful and adulterous gene- |
ration ‘may feck after a fign. 'But what fign can we 1
gve them of things that muft be known by being felt 2
r what ideas can I convey of light to the blind, and
of harmony to the deaf?/——Let God touch their
hearts as he has done ours, and they fhall feel- what we
feel ; and what 1 would .not but feel, for millions of
worlds. But till then.it is impoffible in nature to re-
prefens it, ina full adequate light to them ; and they
may as well afk for mathematical demonftrations in a {
Kint of pure morality.——This is a do&rine I have
en aquainted with thefe many years; it is mnot
new or {urprifing to me ; you have heard me*preach
it fcores of times, though perhape, clothed in other
- exprefliops, and the influences of the Spirit, the im-
preflions of grace. And however derided by fome,
who fet up and carels a fyftem of rational religion, I
‘hope to have always enthufiafm enough to maintain
that the Spirit of Gad may be felt.—To conclude
this head, all the dotrines now mentioned, are pri- i
mitive, proteftant, puritanic ones; which our good .2~ .
fathers, conformifts and diflenters, have filled their .- |
writings with : and as Dr. Watts:has well ebferved, '
$¢ They fill heaven apace, for God was with them.”
Yet all that vaft rcverence, with which ¥ hesrd |
thefe doltrines from the ‘mouth. of ver famous = |
. : 4
{
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- aRedeemer? The awe, the filence, the attention,

which fat upon the face of fo great-an audience, was -

sn argument, how he could rejgn over all their pow-
ers. Many thought, He fpake as never man fpoke be-
fore him.. So charmed were people with his manner
-of addrefs, that they-fhut up their thops, forgot their
fecular bufinefs, and laid- afide their {chemes Yor the
world; and the oftener he preached, the keener edge
he feemed to put upon their defires of hearing him a-
gain! How awfully, with what thunder and found
did he difcharge the artillery of Heavenupon us ? And
t, how could he foften and maelt even a foldier of
‘Ulyfles, with the love and mercy of God! How
clofe, ftrong, and pungent were his applications to the
confcience ; mingling light and heat, pointing the ar-
rows of the Almighty at the hearts of finners, while
he poured in the
trite, and made broken bones rejoice ? Eternal themes,
the trgmendous folemnities of our religion, were all
alive ypon his tongue ! So methinks (if you will for-
give the figure) faint Paul would look and fpeak in 2
pulpit, and in fome fuch manner, I have been tempt-
ed to. conceive of a feraph, were he fent down to
preach among us,. and to tell us what things he had
{cen and heard above ! How bold apd courageous
did he look » He was no flatterer, would not fuffer
men tofettle upon their lees; did not prophecy fmooth
things nor fow pillows. - He taught the way of Gad ir,
¢ruth, and regarded nct the perfen of men. The po-
liteit, the moft modith of our vices he ftruck at, the
moft falhionable entertainments; regardlefs of e-
very one’s prefence, but his in whofe name he fpake,
with this authority—He delivered his own foul, ve
fharply rebuked our balls and midnight affemblics,

\ that bane of all that is ferious and religious : and I -

‘dare warrant, if none would go to thefe diverfions, till
they have anfwered the folemn queftions he put to
their confgiences; our theatre would foon fink and

alm upon the wounds of the con- -

et cm et e s om Sen
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dotrine has he tranfcribed into his life ? How rich
has he beca in all good: works? What an eminent
pattern of piety towards God 2 How holy and un- -
blameable in all converfation and godlinefs ? How:
fea{oned, how much to the ufe of edifying, all his dif-
coyrfes 2 -How naturally does he turn them to reli-
gion ? How much is be given to meditation himfelf,
and how does he labour to excite it in others 2
It is indifputable with me that he affeQs no party
religion, nor fets himfelf at the head of any : had this
been his aim, no man living has had faiter occafions:
offered ; but he abbors the fpirit, hé endeavours to-
fupprefs it. He is always careful to time his Sabbath-
difcourfes, fo as not to interfere with the ftated- hours
of worghip, in that church, of which he is a profefied
member and minifter, and in the opinion of many
people a very bright ornament ; becaufe, as he told
us, he would not tempt away hearers from their pro- -
per and refpective paftors. And is not this a noble
and generous, a catholic and Chriftian {pirit! He is
not bigotted to the modelities and lefler rites and
forms of ‘religion, while zealous enough and very
warm and jealous in all its effentials, efpecially in-the
" divine honours and Godhead of his Saviour. He pro-
“fefits love -to good men of every denomination, and’
told us, that the Mngdom of heaven confiffed not of meats:
and drinks. He appesrs to me a man full of the Ho-
ly Ghott and of faith. Though his prayers, in this
pulpit,. were 3ll extempore, yet how cepious, how
ardent, with what compafs of thought? The fpirit .
of grace and fupplication feecrned to be poured out
.upon him id plenty, and to kindle and animate his de-
votions. He prays in public, withtbat {pirit, vanety,
and fluency, which could only be expeCted from a-
man, who was no firanger to the facred duty in pri-
vate.— He lives much by faith, and above the world:
defpifes: preferments and riches; of which laft, 1.am
told, he has had great’ offeérs in Europe—His heart:
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their fruits. Either the fruits and fuccefs of their mi-
niftry, the defign and tendency of their doétrines, or
the fruits-of the Spirit in their lives. And which of
thefe bave been wanting in this extraordinary man ?
‘Wha can objet againft the tendency of his dottrines ?
And for fuccefs, his enemies know it to their own
confufion, And who can fay his life is unfruitful, or
that he has appeared like an immoral man ? He ren-
dets to a!l their due. . While zealous for the things of
God, he is a friend to C=far; a loyal fubjet to King
George, heartily prays for him and bis royal houfe;
8¢ May it-abide before God I A prayer, to which, I
doubt not, you are all ready to fay, Amen.
. Bt to proceed with our charalter of thie preacher,
‘whom hath he wronged or defrauded ? Whofe ox or
“avhofe afs hath he taken ? Say, if any man hath found
ought in his hands: fo far from it, that he feems to
‘live, not by bread alone, but by the word and promife
-of God3 without taking thought for the morrow,
what be fbali caty or drink, or put on. .
Ana for charity, as it confifts in compaffion and alts
of beneficerice, we have few men like-minded. In
" this grand circle of practical religion, he feems to be
a fecond Job, as well as.for patience; and deferves
a‘good report of all men, and of the truthitfelf, Had
he be¢n under any criminal influence of a mercenary,
covetous temper, bad he colle€ted money for himfeif,
in his journeying often, and itinerant preachings, un-
der; the pretext of doing it for the peor, as he was
fiandercufly reported, he had certainly a fair oppor-
- tunity to entich himfelf. But we have feen a plain
fat eannct be¢ denied, that he.caft all into the trea-
. fury, and ferves the table of the poor with it.—Strol-
lirg and vagabond orphaps, poor and helplefs, without
father, with ut mother, without purfe, and without
friend, be{: eksout, picks up, and adoptsinto hisfamily:
Heisnow buildingaccommodations,and laying the beft
-fougdation for their fupport and religious inftruction,
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and myftic to be fully underftood: the feals of that
book are feldom broken, until the feveral periods of
accomplithment, which makes time the beft and fureft
expofitor. - But certainly, if we can difeern the face
of the fkyin the morning, we might make fome hum-
ble and faint conjeCtures at the times and feafonsy
which the Father keeps in his own power. Now we
‘are none of us ignorant, how far the primitive fpirit
of Chriftianity has funk into a mere form of godlinefs.
Irreligion has been ruthing in, even upon the Protef-
tant world like a flood : the deareft and moft obvious
do&rines of the Bible have fallen into low contempt ;
the pfinciples and fyftems of our good and pious fa-
thers have been more and more exploded. And now,
behold ! God feems to have revived the ancient fpirit
and doltrines. He s raifing up our young men, with
zeal and courage to ftem the torrent. They have been
in labour more abundant ; they have preached with:
fuch fire, affiduity, and fuccels; fuch a folemn awe
have they ftruck upon their hearers; fo unaccount-
ably have they conquered the prejudices of many per=
fons ; fuch deep convitions have their fermons pro-
duced ; fo much have they roufed and kindled the
zcal of minifters and people ; fo intrepidly do they
pufh through all oppolition, that my foul overflows
with joy, and my heart is teo full to exprefs my hopea.
It looks as if fome happy.period were opening, to
blefs ‘the world with another reformation. Some
great things feem to be upon the anvil, fome big pro-
phecy atthe birth : God give it firength to bring forth !
_May he efpecially water the good feed his fervant has
plentifully fown.among us; may we remember how

we have heard, and hold faft; may we cherith con- -

vi€ion: 'be fixed and reoted in our Chriftian faith ;
not rebel againft the light, nor make fhipwreck at laft,
by the various winds of detrine which are blowing
upon us ! C

Thas have I anfwered for my part, and thown my
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opinion I have done it in the integrity of my heart;
I have defigned no offence ; only fupported the doc-
trines and charalter of a preacher, which love and
duty conftrain me to honour and defend: while I pre-
clude no man from fhewing his opinion, who Ihdf do
it with the fame impartiality. :





