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A

SERMON
SLANDER.

SPEAK NOT EVIL ONE OF ANOTHER, BRBTHR&N.
Jaxss av. 11,

( ]ONVERSATION often offends againft
this precept. - In common language, in-
deed, Slander is fuppofed to imply fuch

falfe and malicious imputations only as are de-

figned to do fome ecffential and important injury

- to charaler or intereft. But if the imputa-

tions are believed to be true ; or if they embrace

only foibles, and faults of an inferior degree ; if
they are retailed for the amufement of company,
or to fupply the barrennefs of converfation, thefe
are hardly reputed to be flanders, and, on fuch fub-

jets, men, with great facility, give and receive a

mutual indulgence. The prohibition in the text,

however, extends to every degree of evil fpeaking

‘that is not vindicated by neceflity and wutility. I

Jimit my views in this manner, becaufe there are
‘ fituations
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fituations in which fpeaking evil of others may not
only be lawful, but may become a duty. A parent
may counfel his children againft the dangers of
vicjous companions—a friend may epdeavour to
preferve a friend from the hazards of an improper
connexion—a citizen may bear his teftimony ta
the truth, when the laws of his country, or .the
public good requires it. But fuch cafes are always
attended with fuch marked and -peculiar chara&ers, -
as eafily to difcriminate them from the unneceflary
and unlawful converfations which are the faults of
every day. .

In holding up to view this vice for your cor-
reCtion, I fhall exhibit it in three different lights—
as the imputations are malicious, and known to be
falfe—as they are fuppofed to be true—and as it
pxevanls in company, where the intention is not
conceived to be malevolent, nor the faults that are
repeated, to be of great moment. .

1. The firft is malicious detrattion, founded
on known and intentional falfchood. When it
proceeds indeed to this extreme, it argues fuchma-
lignity of difpofition, that all men agree to con-
demn it in others, and all difclaim it in themfelves.
Yet,when the unfriendly paffions are excited ; when
perfonal animofities inflame the temper; when the
heart is alienated by oppofing interefts, or by the
differences of party, how often do men efteem all
means lawful to annoy an enemy ? If his conduct
will bcar a malicious, or a doybtful interpretation,

: they
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they are little fcrupulous of feizing it on its worft

fide, and placing it in its moft obnoxious light,

And, altho they may not believe their own tale,

yet if it makes an unfavourable impreffion on the
public mind, they are pleafed with their fuccefs,

and triumph in their power of making an enemy

feel their refentment, It deferves here to be re~

marked, that many flanders, which are believed by

thofe wha have invented them, ought to be re-

duced under this clafs ; becaufe, altho propagated

at firft with intentional falfehood, they come at

length to be believed, merely thro the force of
repetition, or the impofing influénce of warm and
interefted paffions. To this vice, and in this de-

gree of it, ardent and fanguine tempers, efpecially

if united with a natural loquacxty, are the moft
prone.

Will it be faid, that fuch deliberate falfehood,
when a flanderer has not even appearances to fupq
port hlm, is rare ! Perhaps it is fo. Yet, in a
more guarded and infidious way, it is far from be-
ing infrequent. On the ground of ations that
have fome truth, is laid a reprefentation, that, on
the whole, is falfe. Falls are exaggerated, cir-
cumftances are added to furnifh out a heightened
and confiftent picture. If the interefts of the nar-
rator are little concerned, fancy adds a colouring
that the thinks neceflary to intereft the hearer—If -
he conceives himfelf to be injured, paffion colour&
'it, to juttify her refentments.

Undexf
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" Under this chara&er of falfehood and malice
may be ranged a great part of thofe dark, defign-
ing flanders, which are propagated by hint and in-
finvation. Nothing, perhaps, is faid that can be
charged as a dire& violation of the truth; but eve-
ry thing is fuggefted to the imagination ; and the
mtentional deception is a real infraction of the laws -
of candour and fincerity. The flanderer hopes
that every doubtful expreflion will be interpreted
in its worft meaning, that every fupprefled circum-
ftance will be exaggerated, and that an awakened
imagination will complete a hiftory which he af-
fects to conceal. Thus, by a hint, by a fuppofition,
by the moft diftant infinuation, nay, by certain
modes of filence, it is poflible to be guilty of falfe
~and malicious flander,

II.  The next light in which I propofed to
reprefent this vice, is as it confifts of imputations
propagated and vindicated under the idea of their
being true. |

There is a common proverb continually in the

- mouths of thofe who are moft guilty, that the truth
is no flander. And with this fevere faying, they
pretend to juftify the moft cruel attacks upon cha-
ralter, and the moft unchriftian afperities of tem-
per. This proverb is falfe—and if it were not fo,
it_is infufficiént to juftify remarks and hiftories
which are feldom fupported by intire truth. 1ft.
It is falfe. T'ruth may often become the moft of-
fenfive flander. It may recall to memory, or di-

vulge
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vulge where they were never known, the faults of
a good man, of which he is abfolved by repentance
in the fight of God. He may have forfaken them ;
he may be tleanfed from them in the blood of the
Redeemer; and who art thou, O Man ! who doft
not forgive, nor blot from thy memory, the la-
mented evils which God hath pardoned ¢ In as
much as we know not the heart, the repetition of
our brother’s offences muft often prove a prefump-
tuous arrogation of the divine prerogative to judge
and condemn, after God himfelf hath laid afide its
rights.

Admitting, however, that he were not penitent,
the truth would, notwithftanding, be an unjuft re-
prefentation of his chara&er. Every charatter pof-
feffes its good as well as its bad qualities ; and it
cannot be juftly known without feeing them toge-
ther. When flander fpeaks only of its vices, it
prefents to us a deteftable image, which has no
proper original. It exhibits an object that de-
ferves contempt, or hatred, inftead of that mixed
charaéter, fo like our own, which it ought to thew -
us, and which would attra& our benevolence or
pity. Every hearer may probably recolle&, that,
in fome inftances, he has received the moft unjuft
prepofieffions, from the reprefentations of flander,
againft charaters before they were Rnown, which,
on the whole, were worthy and good. When, on
more intimate knowledge, you come to difcover
- your error, and to corre&t your opinion, you are
ready
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ready to impeach the veracity of the man, who has;
in this manner, attempted to infufe an unjuft pre-
-judice into your mind. Yet; it is poffible he may
have faid nothing but the truth. His injuftice
confifted in not faying the whole truth. And it
may be received as a maxim, that even truth will
miflead, and will often become flander, when it
holds up the faults only of charatter to view.

I add, that the truth becomes flander when it
unneceflarily divulges the errors of our brethren,
It tends to deftroy the charity of others towards
them ; it flows from an uncharitable and unfriend-
ly difpofition, or difcovers an indifference to their
happinefs and peace, unbecoming the fpirit of the
gofpel. When you jultify yourfelf with chis falfe
and angry proverb, that truth is no flander, is it nos
evidently the effect of prejudice and paffion ? All
unneceflary fpeaking of evil is uncharitable—it does
an unwarrantable injury to charater, and there-
fore juftly comes under the reproach of flander.—
To convince every fair and candid hearer of the
 juftice of this obfervation, let me put the cafe im-
mediately to himfelf. Let him be the fubje&t of
thefe injurious reprefentations—and furely he has
faults enow to furnifh out a plaufible and confift-
ent tale—let his vices be feparated from his vir-
tues, and be rmade the fubjet of ridicule or een-
fure—would he not exclaim againft the unfairnefs ?
would he not complain of malevolence and flan-
der ? But a good man ought never to forget, that

: what
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what towards him is flander, is flander alfo towards
his brother. So falfe is this proverb, on which
men plead the innocence of fpeakmg evil one
of another.

" But 2dly—If it were not falfe, it is infufficient
to juftify defamation,which is feldom fupported by
intire truth.

1t requires finall acquaintance with human na-
ture to underftand how vague and uncertain are
thofe tales and whifpers that are circulated and be-
lieved in évery company. Esxamine their origin.
They are not, in moft inftances, founded on ob-
fervation, but on report. And who is fo ignorant
of mankind as not to know that report, in paffling
only through a few mouths, is fo fnagniﬁcd, and
difguifed, as to lofe almoft all refemblance of the
original ? The object of it is liable, at firft, to in-
accurate obfervation—it is liable alfo to mifrepre-
fentation from the negligence or the paffions of the
narrator, or from the natural defire of being the
interefting author of a curious hnﬁory—-u is liable
to the mifconception of the hcarcr—and finally, it -
is liable to all thefe caufes of miftake at every repe-
~tition. He that propagates a flander from report,
muft be either malevolent, or weak ; indifferent
to the peace and happinefs of others, and pleafed,
perhaps, with an opportunity of depreciating their
worth 3 or credulous and imprudent—inattentive
to the natural growth of falfehood in common fame,
and incapable of fupprefling that reftlefs -itch of
B {peaking
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fpeaking that is moft vifible in weak and incon-
fiderate minds. In vain will you plead that the
guilt of the fcandal lies with its inventors, and not
with thofe who only repeat a hiftory that is alrea-
dy public. Itis, I believe, a general truth, that
. the authors and the propagators of fuch tales a&
under the influence of the fame unworthy motives.

I add another remark, that equally deferves at-
tention. Admitting an injurious hiftory to be
founded on obfervation, there is, notwithftanding,
greater probability of its being falfe, than of its
being true. Human charallers and attions appear
with different afpects, according as they are feen in
different lights. We are feldom placed to them
in the true point of view., They appear different-
ly, likewife, as they are feen in different connexions,
And alions cannot be juftly eftimated when they
are viewed fingly, and detached from the general
train of condu®. To underftand them perfeétly,
we fhould be acquainted with the motives from
which they fpring—with the circumftances with
" which they are accompanied, and with the confe-
quences that refult from them. We fhould be a-
ble to trace them in all their connexions and rela-
tions, otherways we fhall be liable to form a wrong
judgment. For example, cafting the poor and
wretched from your door may, in fome circym-
ftances, be an a& of juftice, and, in othess, of hard-
nefs and cruelty. Even taking the life of a maw,
#s it ftands in different combinations, may be the
: - higheft
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higheft crime, or an exalted virtue. If we judge
of ote, or of a few aftions by themfelves, and fe-
parated from the train of life; if we affociate them,
in imagination, with circumftances and motives
differeat from thofe with which they are really con-
meléd, we may contra& a prejudice againtt the
beft chara&ers. Te frame an accurate and cer-
tain judgment of our neighbour’s condudt, requires
great circumipeétion, and frequently an intimate
acquaintance with his moft private tranfaions and
moft fecret thoughts. How few of thofe who de-
light in {lander, enjoy the means of afcertaining the
truth? how few of thofe who enjoy the means, are
willing to employ the neceffary pains ?

~ If negligence and indifference expofe us to form
4 wrong judgment of ations, paffions and preju-
dices will havé this effect in a much higher degree.
Oppofing interefts, parties in government, in re-
ligion, in opinion, different claffes in fociety, ot
connexions even with different circles of company,
give a ftrong colouring to every obie& they repre-
fent. They create faults ; they aggravate every
real imperfetion, and, almoft unperceived by our-
felves, they ditort the features which we draw of
an obnoxious charatter. Thus it appears that per>
- fonal obfervation is no fecurity for truth in this
vice—dtill lefs is'common fame. But if the oblo-
quy were-as cortainly founded as itis pretended to
be [1 have thewn that] truth itfelf is flander, when
ancﬂ;s on partial ebfervation, or whenit is an un-
: neceflary
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neceffary infraction of the lavJs of Chriftian charity,
which require us to love our neighbour as ourfelves.

III. I proceed now to confider this vice as
it forms a part of the amufement of fociety, and
fills up fo large a portion of its ordinary converfa-
tion. It is, unhappily, not rare to find the groffeft
flanders occupying and difgracing the vifits of the
morning, and the parties of the evening. But I
have a reference, at prefent, to thofe lighter faults
of chara&ter which compofe the ufual ftrain of
company, and are efteemed the venial amufement
of our focial leifure. Here charaters and conduct
are produced and vilified from different views—
fometimes to fupply defeét of converfation—fome-
times thro mere loquacity—fometimes to indulge
a facetious vein—fpmetimes to excite or gratify a
frivolous curiofity—fometimes to vent a private
umbrage—and fometimes to pleafe. thofe whom
we may have an intereft in pleafing, by facrificing
an obnaxious perfon to their refentment or vanity,
—On each of thefe motives, I beg your attention
- to a few reflexions,

The firft and moft frequent caufe of producmg
and afperfing charatter, arifes from barrennefs of
.converfation, Mixed companies are ufually in-
capable of the elegant difplay of wit, or of rational
and ufeful difcuffians—the laxnefs of our morals has
rendered fentiments of piety fcarcely tolerable—
and ufually there is too little real candour and be-
oevolcncc in fuch clrelcs to take pleafure in ex-

hibiting
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hibiting the amiable qualities of their acquaintance,
with whom felf-love and the jealoufies of honour
and intereft have unhappily created many more
pointy of difference than of union. In this fitua-
tion, the blemifhes:of character prefent themfelves
as the eafieft facrifice to the general amufement.
Thefe are fubjcts that are competent to the ca-
pacities of all, and too likely to be agreeable.to
their inclinations, Faults are eafily repeated.
From different motives, they meet with attention
and encouragement. And it is not a little furpriz-
ing, to a ferious-and contemplatwe mind, to ob-
ferve with-what a relifh the malevolence of mankind
will bear the eternal repetition of the fame foibles.
. It is not uncommon, -in the next place, to hear
perfons offend thro mere loquacity. -Forever
tpeaking, they feldom govern their converfation
with prudence, or are able to diret it to a ufeful
purpofe. This humour is generally united with
weaknefs of judgment, which knows not the proper
time and meafure of difcourfe; and with a prying
difpofition, that is ever fearching into the fecrets of
families and charaéters, to furnifh a fund for their
perpetual volubility, In the beginning, perhaps,
they err rather thro indifcretion than malevolence;
yet are they often more dangerous than the moft
malicious men, who govern their tongue with
greater prudence,

- Friends to none, they are wnthout frnends thcm,
l‘clves—-defprcd by all, they have, notwithfland-

ing,
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ing, the power to render others unhappy, and

to fow the feeds of diffention thro fociety. They

who will be always talking, muft be often foélifh,

. and often wicked.  And as the tongue contributes

to form the heart, their own tale-bearing brings

them, at length, to commit thofe faults thro ma-.
levolence, which, at firft, were the fruits mercly of
wcakncﬁ and indifcretion,

" When company is in 2 gay and facetious vein,
the weaknefles and errors of others are made the
fubjet ‘of ridicule and mirth. . The general faules
of charatter, that fhould not hold particular per-
fons up to contempt, would be the lawful objets
of its corre€tion and amufement. But to be agree-
_ able in this way; requires a larger fund of obferva-
-tion, and of the genuine fpirit of wit, than is ufus

ally to be found in mixed focieties. Lefs inveation

and fancy are neceflary to defeerid upon particular
charalters. It is eafy for ill-nature to focer—rne-
mory alone is fufficient to reprefent an improper
action, or to repeat a ludicrous tale. And the
paffions; or interefts of the hearers, or their incli-
nation to be amufed, procure it an indulgent re-
ception, Slander often affumes this form, in which
the gaiety of the heart, and the pleafantry of all

countenances, make us almoft forget that it is 4

hateful and contemptible vice. Here let me again

make ufe of our own felf-love to teach us our du-
ty, or, at leaft, to convince us of fin. L.et us make

the cafc our own. L.et us fuppofe ourfelves the
, fubje&ts

.
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fubje@s of ridicule or fneer, and by the keennefs of
our feelings, judge of the injury that is done to the
fenfibility of athers. Indifference to their honour
or happinefs is a fault in the view of Chriftianity—
but to trifle improperly with charater, is the hard-
nefs of felfithnefs—to be fportive, is the tnumph
of ill-nature. '

In this light let us confider thofe daily parties
which are mtendcd to preferve the appearances of
fociability and friendthip. What are they but per-
petual offences againft every humane and amiable
difpofition ? Here charaters are-loft, intimacies
are betrayed, acquaintances are depreciated, friends
are facrificed. The fame uncharitable, cold, and
treacherous fpirit ‘lurks, under the face of gaiety
and pleafure, in every bofom ; and he who fmiles
at your ftory in this company, is ready to fmile at
you in the next. Under the higheft appearances
of union, hilarity and focial enjoyment, each is fe-
cretly divided againtt all.—Here; that fex, formed.
to foften and fweeten human life, whofe glory.it is,
and who have it famuch in their power, to corre&-
the rougher paffions and manners of men, may
themfelves become cryel. It would even fcem as
if the peculiar fenfibility of cheir hearts, by making
rivalthips mare ardent, and multiplying the points
of competition, fometimes added keennefs to their
inveive, added bltt¢rneﬁ to their fatire,and gave
- a.peculiar poignancy to their ridicule,

Slander, in the next place, is often propagated
: thro
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thro the defire of exciting or gratifying a frivolous
curiofity. To be the firft to relate a new ftory; is
a ftrong temptation:to rath and indifcreet loquaciry.
Novelty attrals attention=—obloquy feems to gra-
tify another, and equally powerful principle of cor-
rupted nature—and a little mind is pleafed with
the temporary importance which the malignant
curiofity of others beftows upon.it. Blemithes- in
condu& are eagerly fearched after, and difplayed ;
the unhappineffes of families raked out, and ex~
pofed ; and fecrets of all kinds pried into, in order
to be publithed. Such fpirits are the pefts of fo-
ciety. They multiply the caufes of mutual in-
difference and contempt among thofe who fhould
regard one another as brethren—they fcatter con-
tagion and diffention round them—and, provided
they can fatisfy this ever-liftening difpofition, are
little concerned what unhappinefs they create, or
what wounds they infli&. 4

1 add, that this licentioufnefs of tongue is often
indulged to vent fome fecret umbrage. The in-
“finite collifions and interfering claims of the world
infenfibly create caufgs of alienation, prone to
receive and impart unfavourable impreffions of
others.” Even rifing reputation is apt to be con:
fidered as, in fome degree, hoftile to us, and is
often oppofed by the moft low and unworthy arts.
* The praife that is fometimes beftowed, by a friend-
ly or generous tongue, upon the abfent, is liable to
be mtcrpretcd as xmplymg fome inferiority in the

prefent,
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prefent, and is feldom received without being an-
fwered and allayed by exceptions.

But the moft warm and loquacious animofities,
and the moft bitter remarks, are ufually obferved
in perfons of fanguine tempers, who are eafily
wrapped into fervent friendthips, and as fuddenly
tran{ported into violent refentments. With them,
almoft every man muft be a friend or an enemy.
They are too warm to be indifferent. This zeal
pafles, in their own opinion, into a charaéter of
honefty and merit. It requires the warmth of its
friendfhips to be anfwered with reciprocal ardor ;.
and friends to proceed with it all its lengths, in the
purfuit of imaginary fchemies.  And fuch facrifices
are continually neceflary to keep up and demon-
" ftrate the fincerity of mutual attachment, that
friendfhips muft be often broken, and friends muft
be often changed. But they are ufually changed
in a fltorm—and woe to that perfon on whem it
- falls ! for thefe good and benevolens men are ne

lefs fufeeptible of rage shan of kindnefs. And then
faults innumerable are repeated and exsggerated—
{arcafm, fatire, reproach, and the moft envenomed
detra&ion, are employed to vilify a brother con-
verted into an enemy—and all companics are tired
with hiftories of wrongs,

I have mentioned, as the laft and meaneft exer-
cife of this vice, the fpeaking evil of others for the
fake of creeping into the good opinion of thofe
from whofe favour fome advantage may be derived.

C To
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To fubftitute art and cunning for truth and integri-
ty—to trample on innocent charater, in order to
promote an oblique intereft, are among the moft
unworthy actions of vice. This difpofition is al-
ways united with fecret treachery; and he who
is now the idol to which the facrifice of charater
is made, fhall himfelf become the facrifice, if inte-
reft varies, or the fickle fmiles of fortune are
changed. And it may perhaps be taken for an
univerfal maxim, that evil fpeaking always indi-
- cates fome rafhnefs and imprudence of fpirit, fome
malevolence of difpofition, or fome hollownefs of
heart, that ought to be trufted with caution.

I proceed to conclude this difcourfe with a few
reflexions. The fitft is defigned to corre@ a mif-
take of confiderable confequence, which prevails
in the world, with regard to the nature of this vice.
Here flander generally implies the falfehood of the
imputations.  If they are fuppofed to be true, it is
efteemed a lawful privilege of fpeech. But, my
brethren, the fpirit of the gofpel condemns every
- degree of evil fpeaking that is not rendered necef-
fary by prior and fuperior claims of fociety. Ifa
brother be really guilty of errors, in his condudt,
he needs counfel and advice ; he needs only in-
formation and perfuafion, perhaps, to render him a.
good man. What end can the repetition of evils
ferve, but to create enemies to ourfelves, to nou-
rith enmity in our own breafts, and to augment the
contempt, the diftruft, the hatred, and all the un-

charitable
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charitable paflions that already divide mankind ?
1f he be not guilty, how cruel the facrifice that is
- made of his honour and his feelings ? And has not
every good and candid man, who knows the world,
obferved that the flanders of common fame have
ufually more of falfehood than of truth ? How often
does the frame hiftories without any foundation ?
how often does fhe build upon a real foundation, a
fuperftructure of falfe additions ? Slander can fel-
dom be true, from the nature of the principles
from which it fprings. Paffion and prejudice,and
all the unfriendly difpofitions, tend to mifreprefent
their obje@s. And if we fhould take the charac-
ters of mankind only from enemies, what a hateful
pic¢ture thould we draw of human nature ? If, with-
out enmity or prejudice, we hear and repeat only
eternal hiftories of €vils, what an unjuft impreffion
of charaters muft they create ? Characters, per-
haps, in which virtue and goodnefs predominate,
appearing only by their faults, and the infected
imagination of the hearers, being left to fill up all
that is unknown with fimilar qualities and difpo-~
fitions, muft be confidered as abandoned in vice
~ and folly. Let every man refle®, what injuftice
he would fuffer, if his errors only were felected, and
" expofed to the world without the union of thofe
good qualities which ought to cover them, if not
to God, at leaft, in the fight of men. Let him,
therefore, refufe to liften to obloquy—let him ab-
hor to propagate it. :

2, In
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2. In the next place, this fubjeét fuggefts a re-
flexion on the guilt of flanlkr. Few crimes are
attended with a more pernicious effe¢t on fociety—
few tend more to divide and alienate mankind from
one another, and to extinguith that fpirit of be-
nevolence, which is the true principle of duty and
of happinefs. The wounds that are given and re-
ceived, by thoughtlefs or envenomed tongues, ran-
kle in the heart, awaken mutual and keen refent-
ments, and greatly multiply the miferies that afflict
the life of man, Slander makes us the enemies of
thofe whom we have injured. In vain do we ex-
cufe its lighteft indifcretions, as being the fruits
merely of inattention; or as a harmlefs amufement,
derived from the fmall and venial failings of our
neighbour—Could we be guilty of equal inatten-
tion to ourfelves ? Could we, in the fame manner,
fport with the charalter of a parent, of a brother,
of a fifter, of a friend ¢ Is not the difference which
we make in favour of thefe, a proof that the tem-
per of our charity is not the fame to the one, and to
the other ? Is it not a proof, that fome fecret cold- .
nefs or malevolence towards our brother, lurks with-
in our bofom, that deceives or efcapes our view ?

Another proof of the guilt of this crime, is the
injuftice it does to reputation, which is more valu-
ed, by a good and generous mind, than Jife itfelf.
And, when the imputations are of moment, it is
followed by unhappy and irreparable confequences
to peace, honour, and character. When once a

flander
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flander is committed to the public, who can anfwer
for the degree to whih it will proceed, or for the
injury it will produce ? Every repetition will add
fomewhat to it, till common fame may at length
raife into a monfter, what might have been origin-
ally a failing that deferved our pardon or compaf-
fion. Perhaps, without a failing, the indifcretion
of one unfriendly or inconfiderate tongue, may
have alarmed all imaginations, may have foured all
hearts, and filled a country with the wrecks of an
innocent and ruined reputation. In vain fhall you
attempt to retrieve your name, by proving the
falfchood of the flander—You may prove it falfe—
and ftill your honour fhall be tarnithed, and your
innocence fhall have received an indelible ftain,
In vain fhall you expeét reparation from the re-
pentance of the flanderer—T he injury he has done
you has made him your enemy. But if he thould
repent, he cannot correét the evil he has done,
The flander is gone from him—it is in the poffef-
fion of others.. Alas! what jealoufies, what dif-
trufts, what mutual alienation, what fecret anguifh,
what unhallowcd'palﬁons, what poignant miferies
often flow from this guilty fource ? O my foul !
come not thou inta their fecrets !—Chriftians !
whofe {pirit is charity, and whofe fymbol fhould- be
concord, flee this pernicious vice, which is full of -
divifion and unhappinefs !

3. Frequently it is feen, that the profeﬁ‘ors of
religion are tog little fenfible of the evil of this fin,
: Fixing
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Fixing their view on thofe tranfcendent principles
of the gofpel, the love of God, and the faith of
Chrift, they are apt to forget the importance which
the government of the tongue fhould hold §n the
fyftem of duty. But it ought always to be remem-
bered, that however earneftly we may contend for
the faith ; however fervently we may difcharge the
duties of devotion ; yet if we have not learned to
guard the tongue, we are nourithing the feeds of
death; we are deftitute of that humility, and that
fincere and amiable fpirit of love, which is the cha-
ralter, and the great ornament of the gofpel of
Chrift. '

4. I conclude the whole with a few dire&ions
to thofe who are willing to underftand, and to fulfil
their duty. Learn to govern the tongue—abftain
from character as from a facred treafure, that ought
to be approached with reverence—as the moft deli-
cate of all poffeffions, liable to be tarnifhed with
- the lighteft breath. Where your influence in fo-
ciety gives you the power, endeavour to turn fuch
unprofitable converfations into a wifer channel.
But if you muft yield to the indifcretion of un-
charitable tongues, learn to be filent. Silence is
the fchool of prudence—it preferves the calmnefs
and moderation of the mind—it will cure anger,
or it will prevent its growth. The heart, when
not difturbed and irritated by the petulance of the
tongue, is prone to the benevolent affetions that
unite man to man, A licentious tongue kindles

and
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and augments refentments, and having once com-
mitted them to the public, they become irrecon-
cileable and eternal.—¢¢ The tongue is an unruly
evil, full of deadly poifon—it is a world of iniqui-
ty—it defileth the whole body, and fetteth on fire
the courfe of nature, and it is fet on fire of Hell.”

In the next place, cultivate the fpirit of charity—_
< Charity cafts a veil over a multitude of fins”—
Charity delights in faying, as well as in doing good.
Frequently to recount the amiable qualities of our
neighbours and acquaintance, wauld cultivate our

- own benevolence, would tend to conciliate all
hearts, and unite fociety in Chriftian love, as much
as it is now divided by uncharitable and difgrace-
ful paffions.—Love thy neighbour as thyfelf—
often fubftitute thyfelf in his room—do to others
what thou wouldft that they fhould do to thee—
cultivate this {pirit into a habit of a¢tion, and thou
canft not err in the difcharge of this important
duty. :

Finally, improve in true humiility. Let us

. confider our innumerable offences againft God—

Let us confider in how many obnoxious lights we

ftand to men. A proper fenfibility to our own
faults will make us tender and cautious of touching
the failings of our neighbour. The remembrance
of the injuftice we have fuffered from other tongues
will arreft our indifcretion—and the remembrance
of the fupreme judgment of Heaven will proftrate
in the duft that arrogancc.and vanity which always

' accompany
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accompany the fpirit of flander. The humble
Chriftian {peaketh no evil—thinketh noevil. Hu-
mility, in his breaft, becomes a fpirit of meeknefs
and charity. As it is the reigning temper of our
duty to God, it will alfo be found one of the great
principles of the law of love to our fellow men.

Almighty God ! beftow on us, we befeech thee,
this {pirit of union and peace, and grant that our
words may be always feafoned thh grace—for
Chrift’s fake !

A M E N!
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