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R R L OF T W T S

A
"DISCOURSE
Tue NATURE axp DANGER

SMALL FAULTS.
| S

THOV SHALT NOT SURELY DIE.
GENESIS 11 4.

HIS is a fuggeftion that arofe in the

| ‘breaft of the mother of mankind, and en-

couraged her to the commiffion of a crime

that hath involved the whole race in vice and mif-

ery. Plucking the fruit appeared -to her to be

among thofe actions which have been left indiffe-

rent by nature. And plucking it from a forbid-

den tree was probably reprefented, by her curiofi-

ty, to be among the fmall "and venial errors, that
may be indulged to human weaknefs.

A like fuggeftion is continually rifing, in the
breafts of all her children, on thofe vices to which
they are ftrongly prompted by inclination and by
pleafure. Pleafure invefts vice with a charm that

deceives the heart,  And altho fatiety often ftrips
: the
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the delufion from indulgence, and gives a ma-
mentary force to the fentiments of confcience that
condemn it; yet, nature {peedily recovers her tone,
The fame pleafures grow again to be enjoyed ; ‘and
again furround their objects with the delufive ap-
pearances of pardonable weaknefs, or of doubtful
innocence.. They are forever repeating, like the
firft temptation, “ thou fhalt not furely die.”

The call of pleafure is efteemed the voice of na-
ture, when by nature is meant only a fattitious
depravity, which hath become ingrafted by habit
in the conftitution. How often do we hear it con-
tended, that a merciful Creator could not have con-
neted pleafure with guilt ; but that where we find
gratification, we may fairly conclude we are with-
in the bounds of innocence 2—1In reafoning thus, we
forget that nature, ever luxuriant, gives birth to
fuperfluities, in the moral, as well as in the natural,
world, defigned to exercife the induftry and virtue
of man, in corre&ing or fubduing them. = The rich
and abundant foil of the human heart produces
weeds as well as hetter herbs ; and it belongs to
the hufbandman to eradicate the noxious, and to
cultivate the ufeful. But men are forever employ-
ing the moft falfe and fuperficial pretences, to juf-
tify their inclinations. ,

There are, indeed, fome high and atrocious
crimes, which attack the fecurity of fociety, and
the happinefs of mankind, in the moft effential
points, to which the confcience ¢an feldom give its

- fanction,
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fan&ion, even after the longeft habits of finning,
But there are fome vices which every man ftudies,
with fuccefs, to excufe—fome which he indulges
with lefs caution and reftraint—fome which he
efteems fmall and venial faults, and on which he is
always faying to himfelf, ¢ thou fhalt not furely die.”
" Thefe form a numerous and dangerous clafs of
offences. Highly criminal in their own nature,
they become the feeds of greater evil. They tend,
in the natural progrefs of habit, to ‘weaken the
power of confcience, to render inclination our fu-
preme law, and to change, at length, the whole
fyftem of duty and of truth.
Thefe fins will form the fubje& of the following
difcourfe, in which I propofe,
1. To explain their nature—and, ,
II. To point out their dangerous confequences,

I. When I fpeak of fmall fins, I do not com-
prehend, in that denomination, thofe lamented er-
rors and imperfections that {pring from the infirm-
ity of human nature, in the beft of men—I do
not mean thofe evils that fometimes furprize a
- Chriftian in an unguarded moment, but which are
fpeedily refifted, confefled, and effaced by fincere
repentance—I do not mean thofe over which he is
gaining a flow, but progreflive victory.—I fpeak
of fuch as enter into the plan of life—as are excuf-
ed becaufe they are fmall—as are not recollected
with penitence, but are ftudied only to be juftified.

They may be divided into {uch as are acknow-

Vlcged
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leged to be fins—fuch as are of a dubious nature
~and fuch as may be confidered chiefly in the
light of temptations to other fins.

1. In the firft place. acknowleged fins, which
are, however, palliated or excufed from the mi-
nutenefs of their obje@ts—from the rarity of their
occafions—and from the force and concurrence of
paffion and opportunity.

Men, if they cannot be charged with thofe high
and daring offences that, by inlulting the majefty
of God, and difturbing the peace of fociety,
awaken the indignation or the pity of the wife and
good, are prone to flatter themfelves with the idea of
comparative innocence, and to hope that the divine
mercy will impute their fmaler failings to infirmi-
ty, and not to guilt. Let me illuftrate the obfer-
vation by an example. If they abftain from blaf-
pheming their Creator, or from perfecuting and
reviling thofe who ferve him, they pardon them-
felves, as a trivial offence, their neglect of his wor-
fhip, their indifference to the progrefs of religion,
or their want of that inward purity of heart which
alone is worthy of his children. If they abftain

-from open fraud, it does not wound their con-
fcience,” perhaps, to make an advantage of their
neighbour’s ignorance, or to impofe on his unde-
figning and credulous fimplicity. If they abftain
from violence and bloodfhed, do they not, how-
ever, juftify themfelves, tho they hate their neigh-
bour in their heart, and rejoice in an opportunity

, Tt
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to injure his precious reputation, or to difappoint
~ his lawful hopes ? If they cannot be accufed of
* that mad ambition that defolates the earth, are they
not guilty of the fame vice, tho acting in an hum-
bler fphere, by being proud, or infolent, or yain ?
If they are not chargeable with feducing matrimo-
nial chaftity, or virgin innocence, yet, do they not
- abandon themfelves to thofe loofe imaginations,
to thofe foft and effeminate dalliances, which con-
tain all the luxury of fenfuality, while they only
feem to abftain from the ultimate crime ?~—Thus,
while they do not proceed to the laft and higheft
alts of vice, they plead, with fuccefs, an indulgence
for themfelves, at the tribunal of their own hearts,
for all inferior evils. They even claim fome me-
rit, perhaps, for the reftraints which they impofe on

their paffions. ‘ '

. They derive, in the next place, an extenuation
for particular fins from the rarity of their occafi-
ons. If they can feldom be charged, and on fuch
occafions only as feem to excufe them by the opi-
nion, or the. pratice of the world, are they not
prone to make their own apology from the general
predominancy of a better condu&t? Will you
bear me, without offence, to produce an example
that is perhaps too common ?~—Have we not
known men who, in their habits, were fober, tem-
pegrate, and induftrious; who, notwithftanding, to
fhew their hilarity with a friend, or to teftify the
fincere part which they take in feafons of public

fettivity,
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feftivity, would tranfcend thofe limits of moderas
tion and fobriety which, at other times, they efteem
themfelves bound to obfetve ? It is, in their view,
a fufficient anfwer to the remonftrances of religion
to fay, that thefe exceffes are rare ; and that, if the
general tenor of life be regular and prudent, it is
a rigid morality that will not permit us, at certain
feafons, to indulge fomewhat to the occafion.

Another clafs of acknowleged fins, which are
held to be fmall, confifts of thofe that are extenu-
ated from the force and concurrence of temptation.
Temptation is paffion awakened by opportunity.
The paffions conceal the deformity of vice. Cir-
cumftance and opportunity excite them into ardor,
and precipitate them into action. Pleafure, there-
fore, that bribes the confcience, and precipitation
that precludes reflexion, both tend to leffen, in
our view, the guilt of fin. And inftead of peni-
tently confefling and deploring it before God—
inftead of condemning it in the fentiments of an
humble and contrite heart, too frequently, we feek
a falfe peace, by extenuating itsevil. The ftrength
of temptation, we fay—the attraltions of pleafure
—the coincidence of opportunity—the combina-
tion of events, were too powerful for human nature;
and we hope that God will look with indulgence
on the weaknefs of his creatures.——Ah ! my
brethren, this is not the language of repentance,
which never feeks to cover or prote& our fins, but
is difpofed ingenuoufly to acknowlege, and warm-

ly
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ly to condemn them. It is building our inward
peace, and our religious hopes, not on the true
foundation of the gofpel ; but on the falfe ground
of extenuation and apology.

2. Another clafs of thefe fins, that are confid-
ered as fmall, confifts of fuch a&ions as are of a -
dubious nature. ‘

The decifion of the apoﬂflc is founded in the
higheft reafon. He that doubteth is condemned,
if, under that doubt, he proceeds to a&. Yet fuch
evils ufually leave a feeble impreffion of their guilt
on the confcience : and men, who judge thus light-
ly of duty and of fin, will ever follow mclmatlon,
in contradittion to their doubts. Under this
principle of ation, it is eafy to obtain every grati-
fication that the heart folicits. The heart gives
its colouring to all moral obje&s. If it cannot
paint them as abfolutely innocent, it feldom fails
of being able to reprefent them as dubious, at
leatt; and under this form, to enjoy their pleafures,

That principle is falfe, that invites us to act
againft our doubts ; or that fuppofes dubiety af-
fords an equal chance for the ation being virtuous.
On the other hand, it neceffarily involves guilt.
‘VIt is often the refult of criminal ignorance—it is
more frequently the refult of criminal paffion—it
poifons innocence itfelf—and it renders vice, if
poffible, more guilty ; becaufe it is the depravity
of the heart that creates the uncertainty.

B \ As
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* As vice confifts lefs in the kind, than in the cir-
cumftances and degrees of actions, a wide and di-
verfified field is hereby opened for felf-deception.
“The gradual increments of paffion are infinitely
minute—the circumftances of actions are infinitely
various, and contain in them fomething peculiar
to the charaéer and ftate of every perfon. The
progreffive fhades of condu&, if I may fpeak fo,
are fo delicate—their limits feem to be fo blended,
" as to afford an endlefs fcope for uncertainty, efpe-
cially to thofe who do not wifh to fee. Pious men
are afraid to approach this dubious boundary.
They deny themfelves, therefore, many lawful en-
joyments, that they may reftrain indulgence clear-
ly within the limit of innocence, which, when at-
tempted to be too nicely traced, is always uncer-
tain. Vice loves to lurk in thefe obfcure confines,
that, in their uncertainty, it may find an excufe for
tranfgrefling them—that it may enjoy its beloved
pleafures without fuffering the reproaches of guilt
—and that, wrapped in its own fhades, and con-
cealed from its own view, it may flatter itfelf it is
alfo concealed from the view of God. " Confcience,
indeed, amidft this darknefs and doubt, often raifes
its voice, and fhakes the breaft with fecret terrors.
But they are as often calmed by the dangerous
opinion, that they are fins of only fmall or dubious .
guilt. Thus, all thefe inward admonitions perith
without fruit, and the foul returns to that ftate of
doubt,
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doubt, which it makes both the motive, and the
protection of vice. : .

3- A third clafs confifts of fuch as may be
confidered chiefly in the light of temptations to
other fins.

Temptation, voluntarily indulged, is a lower
degree of the-vice to which it leads. A good man,
who fears fin, and, at the fame time, is confcious
of his own frailty, will ftudy to fhun its dangers, by
retiring from them.  Thofe who cherifh the
temptation, fecretly love the vice. Yet, as long
as fin refts chiefly in the thouglits and affetions,
and is not carried into open aét—as long as it can
be confidered rather in the light of temptation than
of compliance, men admit, with difficulty, the
conviction of its guilt. It is viewed, at the ut-
moft, as a fmall, and venial fault, and, like the firft
temptation, is continually repeating—* thou fhalt
not furely die.”

*Under the idea, that temptation indulged, that
emotion and defir>, when not carried into a&, are
not criminal, or are only fmall faults, how often
are thofe places frequented without caution, the
contagion of which is dangerous to virtue } How
often are thofe focieties courted, whofe breath in-
fecs the purity of the heart ? How often do we
deliberately throw ourfelves into fituations, from
which it is almoft impoffible to efcape without fin ?
Are pot malevolent fentiments eherithed, under

. the

~
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the fame idea, againft our neighbour ? Is not the
tongue indulged, in an unchriftian licence, to de-
preciate his reputation ? Do not envy, repining,
and difcontent fecretly infult the providence of God,
or openly attack the peace of mankind ? Doth not
paflion exert itfelf in a thoufand unreftrained ebul-
litions ? Are not the fweets of revenge tafted in
imagination ? Are not loofe and fenfual fcenes en-
joyed in fancy, and pictures of foft and effeminate
indulgence created in all their variety, and all their
ticentioufnefs *—It is pofiible; perhaps, to be more
fenfual in the continual reveries, that accupy and
diffipate 2 vain imagination, than in the moft grofs
and aQual vice, Senfuality appears here with a
refinement that may tempt even a naoble mind ;
and it is exempted from thofe difgufts and difap-
pointments, which always fucceed and dath thofe
pleafures when they are grofsly enjoyed. The
heart abandons itfelf to the delightful delirium ;
and the confcience, litfle offended at evils that are

not attended with public eclat, eafily admits their
~apology. Small effort is made to overcome or
deftroy them. They are ranked among the venial
errors and infirmities of human nature—and, by
degrees, they infe&t and corrupt the whole foul. -

This leads me, '

II. In the next place, to point out the danger

of this clafs of fins. ‘
This danger confifts in their ftrengthening, in-
fenfibly,
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fenfibly, the corruption of the heart, and increafing
its vicious tendencies—becaufe they alienate from
the heart the aids of the Holy Spirit—becaufe they
confirm our finful habits. and paflions—and be-

caufe the human ‘mind in.executing, always falls

below its own purpofc in frammg its plans of duty
and conduct. -

1. They alienate from the hcart, the alds of
the Holy Spirit. The doétrine of the Holy Spirit,
however it has been abufed by weak and ‘enthufi-
aftic feéts, feems to be a diétate of natural, as well
as of revealed religion.. “In fome fecret and ineffa-
ble mdnner, ke guards the ‘Heart againft the power
of tempration, he fuggefts and illoftrates our duty,
and often fheds a peculiar evidence and perfuafion
on all its motives. But as hi¢ aids are beftowed
to render us faithful, fo our fidelity is neceffary to
fecure their continuance, - Fhe voluntary indul-
genee of fin tends to extinguith his lights.  If he
is refifted, he withdraws,’ “And, in his hely word,

‘there are many examples, and many threaten-

ings, of his For(’akmo- thofe who depart from him,
«« My Spirt, faith the Lord, thall not always ftrive
with man.” ‘The heart fhall ceafe to feel the
emotions and canftraints of piety, in proportian as
it perfifts to violate the affe@ions infpired, or the

duties impofed, by religion,
The Holy Spirit frequently enables a good man
to combat the force of fudden and unexpected
' temptation,
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temptation, by the inward energy of divine grace 5
but, more commonly, he fecures his virtue by dif-
pofing him to thun its firft impreffions. If, con-
trary to his faithful admonitions, however, we in-
.vite its dangers, and unneceffarily expofe ourfelves
to the influence of fituations and of objeéts un-
friendly to piety—if, for example, we enter, too
freely, thofe circles whofe high and unguarded gai-
cties are dubious, at leaft, in the afpect they have
on piety—if we amufe ourfelves too often with
writers whofe principles or manner is unfavourable
to purity of morals—if we permit ourfelves, thro a -
difplay of wit, to fport fentiments which our own
hearts do not perfectly approve—if we voluntarily
frequent fcenes that are calculated to inflame the
paffions, and corrupt the foul—if, in inftances like
thefe, we thwart the tendency of the Divine Spirit,
and ruth into dangers againft which he would mer-
cifully guard uys—if, in thefe fmall combats, thefe
preludes, as it were, to vice, we refift his move-
ments, and quench his grace, may we not expeét,
that, in greater trials, he fhould leave us to our-
felves, and withdraw that holy influence which we
have abufed ? Doth not our own experience, my
brethren, verify the threatening of religion ? Are
not our hearts growing more callous to the im-
preflions of divine truth ? Is not vice lofing its
deformity, and becoming more practicable to the
heart ? And while, without referve, we indulge in
fmall ﬁns, is not the guilt-of great ones leffening
in
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in our view ? Are not thefe the fymptoms of the
departure of the Holy Spirit >—This is the firft
danger. )

2. The fecond is, that they ftrengthen the paf-
fions and the habits of vice.

The human mind is ever in progreffion. Difpo-
fitions and habits increafe by indulgence. Moral
principles, in this, refemble the growth of the na-
tural powers. Every exercife of the heart ftrength-
ens its tendencies. The indulgence of fmall fins
contributes to inflame all the vicious paflions. Its
pleafures excite the appetite, and, at length, render
it too powerful for reafon and principle. They
weaken the force of confcience, which they have
often violated. And they are tending, by degrees,
to diffolve the obligations of duty, which they
have fo often relaxed. Each gradation of vice is’
fo minute and imperceptible, that we are hardly
confcious of our progrefs. And as every indulg-
ence increafes the tendency to gratification, it im-
pairs, by degrees, the power of reflexion, and the
habit of felf-command. What then remains to
guard the weaknefs of the heart ? What is there,
of fufficient force, to reftrain it from proceeding, at
length, to every vice to which paffion may prompt,
and opportunity invite? Yes, my brethren, the
habits of indulgence, created amidft fmall or du-
bious gratifications, cherifh thofe vehement defires
which finally arrive to fpurn at all controul.

If
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If, then, you indulge thofe loofe and fenfual
emotions that agitate the heart, when it is not fub-
Jetted to habitual reftraint—if you ufe thofe per-
petual flatteries to the fex, or thofe doubtful affi-
duities which tend to fufpicious attachments, are
you not ultimately in danger of taking the moft
criminal licences ? Or, to give an example of a
different kind, if you cherith in your breaft thofe
emotions of averfion or contempt, which are apt
to rife againft others who differ from you in inter-
eft, in rank, or in manners—if you give yourfelves
an incautious liberty in ridicule, or in fatire, and
fevere wit—if you indulge your tongue in expref-
fions of difdain towards thofe who have difpleafed
you, or in thofe little tales of obloquy and cenfure
that are perpetually creating diffentions in fociety,
will not your affeCtions, by degrees, be alienated
from your brethren ¢ Will not that meeknefs and
benevolence,which ought to characterize aChriftian,
be extinguifhed ? Will not animofities grow to be
unforgiving and eternal ? In like manner, if an ex-
ceflive love of intereft hath tempted you to little
frauds, to be hard and over-reaching in your con-
tralts, and to prefs with feverity on your neigh-
bour’s wants, doth not the heart, in time, become
unfeeling? Is it not preparing to go to the extremes
of difhonefty and cruelty, when any great advan-
tage may be derived’ from -them ? If you attend
the ordinances of religion with a carelefs and ir-
reverent mind, is not this the way, at length, pre-

fumptuoufly '
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fumptuoufly to profane them ? If you treat virtue
with derifion, or with levity, in your converfation
—if you ufe habitual and indecent profanations of
the divine name, are not the ftrongeft obligations
of piety thereby diffolved ? Are you not in danger
of mounting, ftep by ftep, to the extreme of vice,
which fets at defiance both the fear of God, and
the opinion of the world ?

Befides the ftrength and irritation of the paffions
created by fmall indulgences, fin itfelf is gradually
diminifhed 'in the fenfe of its guilt, and becomes
daily more pratticable to the heart. The heart,
not yet entirely corrupted, fhrinks from great
crimes ; but decoyed and allured on, from one
ftage to another, it boldly reaches, at laft, a degree
of vice, to which it would once have looked up,
and trembled. Each minute gradation is familiar-
ized by repetition, and by habit ; and the finner,
in his condué&, refts there, perhaps, till, by a thou-
fand apologies of felf-love; and a thoufand decep-
tions of the paffions, offence begins to wear the
face of doubtful innocence. The next fuperior
degrees of vice are then confidered as fmall fins,
and on the principle I am combating, we firft ven-
ture upon them, and, finally, learn to juftify, or
to excufe them. Thus is the heart infenfibly fe-
duced ; and it may poffibly arrive to commit the
higheft crimes, under the idea of their being only
{fmall offences. Ah! how difficult is it, when
once you begin to fay of any fin—*¢ thou fhalc not

C . furely
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furely die,” not to plead the fame encouragement
for all ? It is eafier, perhaps, to forego every un-
Iawful gratification, than, after we begin to yield,
to fet any bounds to compliance. Appetite, accuf-
tomed to few indulgences, claims but few, and
can, with lefs difficulty, refign them all—bur, flat-
tered and pampered, it foon becomes impatient
of reftraint, and, while it has power to enjoy, is
ftill foliciting for new pleafures.

3. In the laft place, the voluntary commiffion
of fmall fins expofes to greater crimes, becaufe,
the human mind, in executing, ufually falls below
its own purpofe in refolving. 1If, therefore, men
will take all thofe criminal, or doubtful freedoms,
which they may deem, in any way, compatible
with their general duty—if they aim, in praétice,
juft to efcape great fins—will they not, prebably,
be permitted to fall into them ? The ball that is
too exaltly levelled at its mark, finks below it.
To ftrike it with certainty, we muft cake a higher
aim. In like manner, we muft, in morals, afpire
to an elevated pitch of virtue ; we muft aim at
perfetion, if we would rife even to that imperfect
degree of goodnefs to which the pious fometimes
attain, in the prefent life.

To thofe who obferve the human mind with
care, this will appear a natural effe®. She forms
her refolutions in retirément, when the objets of
temptation are withdrawn, the paffions are fubfided,
and the beauty and importance of religion appear

n
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in their proper glory to the eye of faith and rea-
fon. But when fhe defcends into the world, and
applies herfelf to carry her views into operation,
the vigor with which fhe refolved is weakened,
the livelinefs of faith is obfcured amidft the im-
preffions of fenfe, and the confliéts of paflion. A
thoufand objeéts oppofe her purpofes. Indolence,
intereft, pleafure, ourfelves, mankind, the uni-
verfe, all tend to hinder their execution. It may
be received as a fure and general principle, that
he who woluntarily indulges himfelf in fmall
faules, will, in the natural progrefs of moral habit,
become a great finner,” Virtue, indeed, is never
fecure, that does not guard againft dubious, as
well as againft acknowleged vice ; nay, that does
not renounce all appearance of evil, and afpire
after perfet holinefs.

Having thus, from reafon and expdrience, ex-
plained the nature and the danger of fmall faults,
and illuftrated thefe remarks by many appeals to -
our own feelings and obfervation, permit me, in
the conclufion of this difcourfe, to urge on every
hearer, as an objet of the higheft importance, to
remark, with attention, the infidious progrefs of
vice, and to guard, with diligence, againtt its be-
ginnings, and its firft impreffions. Small faults are
the dangerous feeds of higher fins. And all the
moft atrocious crimes, in human fociety, may or-
dinarily be traced to thefe commencements. Vice

enjoyed in fancy, allures and corrupts the foul,
‘ The
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The cherithed ideas of fenfual pleafure, that offer
for themfelves a thoufand palliations and excufes,
betray, or impel it to atual crimes. Places of
licence and danger frequented, enfnare and inflame
it—render vice, at firft, familiar to the view, and
at length, pradticable to the heart. Temptations,
not refifted in time, and banifthed from the imagi-
nation, acquire too firm a hold. Omitting, or
precipitating the duties of religion, or fuffering
their warmth and {pirit to be relaxed, weakens the
fentiments and affeCtions of piety, and gives to
every dangerous and criminal obje an opportu-
nity to imprefs its idea with vivacity and ftrength.
This is the artifice of fin. It betrays infenfibly.
One gradation opens the way to another. Sin
never could tempt us with fuccefs, if all its de-
formities were open to the view at once. But the
gradual and imperceptible accefs of temptation
offers no alarm to the heart. Pleafure, which
gilds its object, juftifies compliance, and throws
over it a veil of innocence. And, at each grada-
tion of vice, the next above it appears as a {mall
fault. How many perfons come, by thefe means,
freely to indulge in vices on which they would
once have looked with averfion, or wicth horror ?
How many vices are there, that, once condemned
and fhunned, as threatening the deftruction of the
foul, now enter into the plan of life, and are in-
corporated into the character ? For example—how
often may habitual intoxication have grown out of

’ a
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a convivial humour, imprudently indulged ? How
often may a profligate impiety have {prung from
the apparently innocent ambition of pleafantry and
wit ? How often, perhaps, may conjugal infidelity,
and the loofeft paffions, have arifen from the fmall-
eft of all vices, an extreme defire to pleafe  Oh!
what pernicious confequences flow from thefe ap-
parently inconfiderable fources ¢ The beginnings
of fin are like the letting out of a flood, which
wears itfelf a wider and a wider paflage, till, at
laft, it deluges the whole land.

Finally, therefore, let me urge it on every fe-
rious hearer to avoid thefe fins, as being among
the moft dangerous, as well as infidious enemies
of the foul. ‘Do you not perceive, my brethren,
what ruinous confequences they bring in their
train ¢ and how infenfibly this ruin fteals upon the
heart 2 While you are faying, peace and fafety !
then fudden deftruction cometh. While you are
repeating—** thou fhalt not furely die,” the decree *
of death iffues from the fovereign and irrefiftable
juftice of God. Beware of fimall faults—they ter-
minate in great fins, and, eventually, in certain per-
dition, Whatever pleafures they offer, or by what-
ever deceptions they beguile the heart, you are
called refolutely to facrifice them to the glory of
God, and to your own prefent peace, and your
cternal falvation. Chriftians ! is this an arduous
labour ? Have you not already refifted the great-
¢ft temptations ? Have you nat already overcome

the
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the greateft fins ? Is not the moft painful confli&
already paft ? Nothing remains to you, one would

think, but light vi&ories over an inconfiderable

énemy. Engage, therefore, ir this warfare, with
refolution and decifion—refolve to deftroy every
fin, the fmalleft as well as the greateft. If chey
are fmall, do not, for fuch trivial gratifications,
endanger your eternal hopes. And, in this pious
and noble labour, ceafe not till you have rendered

the work of virtue and holinefs complete. Fer-

vently implore the aids of the Holy Spirit, with-
out whofe grace our own refolutions will be inef-

feftual.  And, may the God of all mercy and love

¢

ftrengthen our virtue, and animate our holy pur-

pofes, for Chrift’s fake ! AMEN | -

Now, to Him who is able to keep you from fafl-
ing, and to prefent you faultle/s before the pre-
fence of his glory, with exceeding joy, to the only
wife God our Saviour, be glory and majefty, do-
minion and power, both now and forever !
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