Digitized by
Google



sigb o v

v
—————




’é/(" r‘:.r?”{
Sy

DISCOU‘RSE

ON THE i »
" GUILT and FOLLY ;
| | or
',Beinvg ’aﬂlan}cd éf Religidn; a
o PREACHED
At the Old South Ch'urcim in BOST ON,

; 'OCT’OBER 17th; 1~79)o.
—— T ————

BY THE REVEREND

SamueL StannorE SmiTH, D.D. /44»

Vice-Prefident and Profeffor of Moral Phllofophy
in the Univenity at Prince!s1, NEW=-JERSEY. s

e RN ——=

BOSTON:

PRINTED BY JOSEPH BUMSTEAD, ar nu,
Pam‘rme—Orrzcs, No. 20, UNION-STREET-

MDCCXCI: .






——— N - e Laa

aada Yoo . 2N —alda.
~ ‘ 10‘. llllllﬂ Illll Jﬂllllz’ {4 l’ﬂ 4288 0,39705,

mmmmmmm

DISCOURSE
On the Guir and Forwy of being
afthamed of Revricron.

MARK viil. 38.

WHOSOEVER THEREFORE SHALL BE ASHAMED OF
ME AND OF MY WORDS IN THIS ADULTEROUS
" AND SINFUL GENERATION, OF HIM ALSO SHALL
“THE SON OF MAN BE ASHAMED,WHEN HE COMETH

IN THE GLORY OF HIS FATHER, WITH THE HOLY
ANGELS. '

O perform our duty, and then without often-
tation to ayow it, is our moft honourable
and ufeful character. It is fulfilling the firft

“law of our nature, and extending religion and virtue
in the world, by the influence of our example.
To be afbamed of our duty, is to be athamed of
our glory. ‘To acknowledge its obligation in fecret,
and yet difguife it before men, difcovers a weaknefs,
and duplicity of mind that is no lefs inconfiftent
with dignity of charatter, than with piety. The
fentiment of fbame, that gives to the opinion of
ethers fo great authority over qur condué, is origin-
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| ally a wife and excellent law of nature. But, the

depravity of man hath perverted the beft principles,
and changed the moft ingenuous feelings of the heart
into minifters of fin. Great crimes- are evidently
oppofed to the intereft of fociety, and therefore they
are condemned by public opinion. The depravity
of the human heart is equally oppofed to the fpirit
of true religion ; and therefore the manners, and, at
leaft, the oftenfible opinions of the world contradict
the purity and fimplicity of the Gofpel. The one
oppofes vice in the extreme; the other teads ta
encourage vice in a certain degree.

Tue world hath fo accommodated its converfa-
tion, its wit, and its opinions to its manners, that men,
inthe caufe of piety, are afraid of incurring its cenfure

orcontempt. They want courage to oppofe the ftream

of cuftom-—they. renounce their duty in compliance
with fafhionable vice, or they comceal their inward
reverence for it, and, againft their conviction, they
live like the world. .

‘ Tobe athamed ofChn{’ns aﬁn that may be '

confidered in a variety of lights. Our Saviour in
pronouncing this fentence, had probably an imme-
diate view to the teftimony which his difciples would
be called to bear to his name before the tribunals of

vthexr unrlghteous _]udges, where the fplendor of

courts;
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eoutts, the fcoffs of enemies, the ignominy of pun«
ifhments, and the humble and unfriended condition
of the firft chriftians would all contribute to fubdue
their minds, to make them athamed of their Mafter’s
crofs, and to deprive them of the courage neceflary
toprofefs, or to fuffer for his defpifed caufe.

~ Honor elevates the mind, and gives fortitude to

the weak. Shame is an enfecbling principle that
- takes even from the brave the confidence neceflary to
avow truth, and the firmnefs neceflary to endure
fuffering. Indeed to be gfbamed of Chrift, and ta
deny him, are fo intimately conneéted as caufe and
effe&, that St. Matthew, in expreffing this declaration’
of our Saviour, fays, « whofoever fhall dezy me before
men, him will I alfo deny before my Father whois
in heaven,” ' -

THrouGH the ’goodnefs of God, we are not
cxpofed to perfecution. But living in an age in
which cuftom, in which the powers of wit and ridi-
cule, in which the honors of fociety, and in which
even reafon and philofophy have been engaged on
the fide of vice,'vzvc are liable to difguife the gruths of
the Gofpel, and to be athamed of Chrift with a more
criminal weaknefs than they who fuffered their con-
ftancy to be thaken by the majefty of tribunals, and
the terror of flames. Itis this evil which I propofe
from the text to explain and condemn, "
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- L By pointing out what is 1mphed in being

afhamed of Chrift and his words, and
II. By demonftrating its folly and its guilt. .
L. In pointing out what is implied in being atha-
med of Chrift and Fis words, I fhall treat of the
fentiment of fhame dire@ly—and unfold fome of its
principal caufes, and confequences, as they affeCt the
proféﬂion of Religion,

« LA In the firft place, the fentiment of thame.—
This, like other fimple feelings and emotions of the
human mind, cannot be eafily underftood, except by
exciting the perception, and calling to mind the
occafions on which we have moft fenfibly felt its
conftraints.—Let us recollec thefe feafons in which
a finful regard to the obfervation of men has tempt-
€dus to decline the duty to which we have becn
urged by pur own hearts—or, in which we have gone
into criminal compliances with the world, through
a weaknefs of mind that was unable to fupport the
prefence, or to contradict the opinions of our fellow
finners. ~ Let young perfons, particularly recollet
their fears, left it thouid bs known that they worthip
God, afid pay to the Creator the firft duty of a
creature.  Recolle¢t what it is that fometimes
clothes you with a light and thoughtlefs air in the
hqyfe of God ; afraid to be ferious, left you' thould
appear too much to believe the Gofpel, or to be
affected by its truths, ‘

' : WHEN,
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~ Whuen, at any time, the divine word begins to
feize upon your hearts, what is it that excites you to

_fhike off the conviCticn? And when, almoft per-
fuaded to be Cluiftians, what withholds you from
being perfuaded altogether ? It is fhame. You are
afiaid the world will re mark it—the world, whofe
prefence weighs more with you than the authority of
an invifible Deity. Ifyou feel the compunctions of
repentance, you fear left they thould be imputed to
melancholy, or to weaknefs. If you perceive the
duty and importance of making falvation your firft
care, and of henoring your Saviour by a public pro-
feflion of his name ; yet, you want the neceffary
refolution toencounter the world—to meet the fheers

- of your companions, their lonks of fufpicion, their ,

hints of hypocrify, their prefages of inconftancy.

Trus may every hearer underftand this fentiment
by recalling to mind the occafions on which he has
felt it, and on which it has checked his defire, or
deftroyed his refolutions of duty.

" 1Ind. | fhall farther illuftrate it by pointing out
fome of its principal caufes. Thefe may beggduced.
to the three that follow—the pain of fingularity—the.
power of ridicule—the want of fincerity.

- SINGULARITY is always painful to an ingcnuous:
mind, It feems ro hold us out as exceptions from’
: ' : the
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the géneral law of human nature==as infenfible td
its feelings—and worthy neither of the affections, nor
of the confidence of mankind. Singularity always
attracts the cenfure of the world, or, by contradi&ing
general practice, or opinions, it invites contempt.

‘The public manners have numbers on their fide

fufficient to brand with ignominy whatever, by dif-
fering from them, implies their condemnation,

" Superftition, contraion of fentiment, weaknefs of

mind, illiberality of heart, are the mildeft reproaches

~ that fathionable diffipation beftows on piety that

dares to be fingular. Wealth and power, objects.
before which the human mind is prone to bow,
being too ofteti on the fide of vicious fathion, give
it great advantage in eftablithing wrong ideas of
honor and difgrace. ~And becaufe the multitude of
men of {cience, like the vulgar multitude, are fre-
quently in the fame interefts, even philofophy and’
wit have been prefled into its fervice by thefe its
obedient fons, To withftand fo many formidable
eneries is an arduous tafk even for confirmed virtue.
Little is the wonder then if firft refolutions in religion,
thouldgge fhaken by them ; and if the young fhould
fometimes not have fortitude to bear up againft them.
To be fingular in piety is to dare incur contempt for
the defpifed crofi. A hard facrifice for human
pride, and efpecially for juvenile virtue ! Many more
are found who are ready to forfake the Saviour, than
o who
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who have firmnefs of mind fufficient to overcome
the conftraints of a falfe fhame. Imperious fathion,
‘both in conduct and opinion, will for ever fway the
worldly heart, To rife above its influchce requires
an extraordinary zeal in religion, that feems to anni-
" -hilate the temptations of the world, or an eftablifhed
and refpeCted charater in piety that gives a man
authority over his own actions. But, in the coms
‘mencement of a religious life, and before a charaéter
in it hath become appropriated, as it were, and facred,
for a man to enter into the fociety of his companions
~with referve—to go with it only a certain length—s
“to feem to enjoy it with conftraint—to reproach them
by more fevere and corretted morals, and to incur
their fufpicion; obloquy, or contempt, requires
uncommon prudence, and uncommon fortitude.
How often does the difmaying power of thame fub-
 due the heart before fo many difficulties ! -

AxorHer fource of falfe fhame is found in the
power of ridicule.

RipicuLe is perhapsthe fevereft affault which

& man about to enter upon duty is called to fuftain.
Xt is apt todifmay and humble him much more than
_the coolnefs of contempt; or the violence of power.
So fenfible ofits force are fome infidels, that with this
weapon alone; do they attack chriftianity which they

have
B
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have fo long in vain affailed by réafon. Itis afpe=
cies of attack which every man can ufe againft
religion ; becaufe all can laugh, though few can
reafon.  Ircan be ufed againft religion with peculiar
fuccefs ; becaute its perfections are often invifible to
fenfe, or withdrawn from the view, while the imper-
fections of its profeffors, which are miftaken for it,
_are obvious to every eye. ‘The faints ! The hypo-
“ciites | The weak fools! are titles that will furnith
abundant fources of amufement to thofe who miftake
‘names for characers, and laughter for wit. And
:’when other matter fails; mimickry, the loweft {pecies
of ridicule, comes in witha thoufand malicious and
_' falfe additions to drefs out the laft fcenes of humble
“diverfion. The wifeand experienced chriftian arrives
at length to feel his fuperiority over thefe ludicrous
“aztacks ; but the young and inexperienced find them
“almoft irrcfiflible. They feel the humiliating con-
terhpt of laughter—they are degraded in their own
éfteem—ridicule difmays them—-a fenfelefs fmile

fubdues their hearts—and, before a finful generation,
they are athamed of Chrift, and of his words..

In the confcioufnefs of warit of fincerity we find
another caufe of that weak fhame which is prone
to deny, or to difguifc our reverence for religion.

" Pretences to an unfupported charatter are, in the
* higheft degree, dithonorable and reproachful. The
: ' world,
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world, that differs in fo many things from the difci,-‘-'
plesof Chrift, agrees with them in condemning vifible
hypocrify. Many young perfons, dreading the con.
tempt thatis due to this character, are deterred fiom
making a declared choice of religion. Confcious
that a condu&t grave, devout and holy, fhould
accompany the profeffion of piety, and fearing left
they want that fincere and couragéous zeal which
will enable them to make fuch a refolute and con-
fpicuous change of life as becomes the followers of
Chrift, they decline to appear openly for his caufe.
They are afraid of difcovering for it that reverence
and ﬁttachmer;t which they really feel, .left they
thould not be able to fupport the profiffion with
uniformity and confiftency. Ah! my brethien, if
our hearts were fincere, the importance and glo.y of -
divine things would at once decide our chaice, and
overcome the apprehenfions of being ever wiliing to
facrifice them to worldly interefts, or to woildly
pleafures ; to the follicitations, or the fneers of men.
But infincerity fears the reproach of hypociify more
than it fearshypocrify itfelf—infincerity fhrinks fiom
the opinion of a worm, but does not tremble before the
Juﬁlcc of the Creator—infincerity is alhamed of our
 glory, inthe midft of finners who arc forever glory-
ing in their thame,

1I14d. THE conﬁdcratxon of the eﬁ'e&s as well as

(he caufes of this pnncxplc will aflift in cxpl;unmg its
natur Ce,
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pature. Oneof the moft certain confequences of
being athamed of dutyis to lead to boldnes and
audacity in vice. Shame is, perhaps, the evidence of
a middle charalter, neither virtueus nor abandoned,
It is always accompanied with fome remaining
reverence for God. But, 1udgmg, from the licen-
tious face of the world, that other finners are not

fubjett to the fame conﬁramts, it bluthes for this -

fentiment as for a weaknefs, Endeavouring to cover
its belief, or its fears, it affumes a greater thew of
infidelity and licence than perhaps is real. It foon
affects to talk in the ftile of the world—to divert itfelf
Wwith ferious perfons, and at length, With ferious
things—it gives hints of libertinifim, which it repre-
fents as fuperiority to vulgar prejudice—it fome-
.times puthes thefe appearances farther than would be
neceffary, if men were really infidels, to fecure ta
themfelves, without controverfy, that honorable
~ chara®er, But confcious infincerity urges them to
extremes tocover its own deceptions. And men
being prone to form their opinions, no lefs than'to
derive their feelings, from fympathy, thefe mutual
appearances contribute to create, at length, that vice
“and infidelity to which all, in the beginping, only
pretend. It is, belides, a principle of human nature,

that pretence itfelf will ultimately form thofe difpoﬁ- .

tions and habits which it contmucs to affect.

Bur if f‘xame morc modef’dy refolvcs not to
" renounce,
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penounce, but to poftpone the care of our falvation,
is there not reafon to feaf that this unhappy refolution
will eventually come to the fame iffue ? Need [
yepeat in this affembly the ufual fruits of delay ?
Ah! my brethren, men always find the-fame reafons
for delaying——and thofe who, through a falfe thame,
and fear of the world, poftpone their duty, may
vfually be confidered, in effe®, as refolving to
renounce jt. If confcience, however, or, if other '
motives prevail with fome men, who are, notwith~
ftanding, wnder the influence of a criminal fhame,
openlyto acknowledge their Saviour,will it not often
corrupt theprinciples,and pervert the fpirit of religion?
They ftudy to accommodate its fpirit and principles
* tothe opinionsand manners of the world,that theworld
*fecing nothing in their piety but its own image, may

ceafeto reproach thém, Piety becomes with them pru-

dential maxims of behaviour. “The diftinguithing
doctrines of theGofpel,the denizalof ou: f lves,the regen-
erationof the heart,and fpirituality of iifc, arelittle tobe
“obferved in perfons who are afraid of nothing fo much

as of being remarked for religious fingularity ; and
- who aim no higher than to pay the fame cerémonious -

refpect to the church which. they do to the world.

Left their piety fhould be reproached as fuperitision,

they are careful, perhaps, to make it undeiftocd that
they donot placetoohigh avalue on the public infti-

tutions of religion, Left it thould be-derided as
‘ cnthuﬁa.ﬁn do they nog banifh from their devotion all

i appearances
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appearances of zeal ? Left they fhould incur the
imputation of a narrow or illiberal mind, do they not
often run fo far i into the principles and manners of a

diffolute age that hardly can you difcern they are thc
friends of religion ?

Havive thus far confidered what is implied in

being athamed of Chrift and of his words—
I'procced—

Hdly. To thew its ﬁ)lly and its gmlt « Of him
alfo fhall the Son of Man be athamed.”

THe folly and the guilt of this vice are reciprocal.
They mutually contribute to illuftrate and aggravate
each other. In this conne@ion, its folly deferves in
the firft place, to be confidered with the moft ferious

. attention, It confifts’

1. In being athamed of our true glory.

and. In hoping to avoid, by renouncing religion,
an evil which  cannot be fhunned among men, I
mean, detraction and ridicule. '

34, In fearing an imaginaryevil, that is, rcproach
for real virtue and piety.

4th. AN, finally, in expofing ourfelves to infinite
danger for the fake of covcring a frultleﬁ. deception.

T It confifts in the firft place, in bcmga fthamed
of our true glory———

Whar
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"WHaT is the higheft glory of man ?~—W hether
_we confider ourfelves as creatures, as finners to be
-redeemed, or as moral agents, . the moft important
Jights in which we can be viewed, our glory and our
duiy are the fame,—Obedience, to :the Creator,
gratitude to the Saviour, and conformlty to the laws
«of our nature.  If God is our parent, and the author .
of our bemg, doth not every idea of duty and of
honor, require us to worthip him, and publicly to
claim our relation to him ? On the worthy and obe-~
dient child, the virtues of the parent are reflected; and
every related objet derives a fplendor from the
dignity of the principal. But examine all the things
“on earth that are the fubjets of human boafting, and
- ‘are they not, in his prefence, * lefs than nothing, and

~vanity ?’~— O God ! the univerfal Father ! Origin of
being ! Fountain of Good ! in union to thee, in con-
formity to thine image, in obedience to thy will,
confifts the glory of the rational and moral nature !
To be athamed of thee is not the abfurdity only, but
the madnefs of human folly !

- GraTITUDE to the Saviour is the fecond duty,
and the fecond honor ‘of man. To fhew a defeé of
" gratitude where it is juftly due, is a decifive proof of
.adegenerate and ignoble mind. But the greatnels
and condefcenfion of the Redeemer, the meannefs and
she guilt of man, concur in this cafe, to impofe 2
boundlefs,
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boundlefs claim on our gratitude and love.  Is it rio¢
our wrue glory, my brethren, to feel, with all their
force, the infinite obligations created by redemption?
Is it not our glory, to acknowledge them with
warmer gratitude, in proportion as they are forgotten
or neglected by the world ? Yes, this is the dictate

of a true, a gencrous, a grateful, as well zsplous
heart.

Laﬁly, Tt honor of man confifts in ﬁJlﬁllmg
‘the end of our being, which is the will of God. But
this weak principle, which makes him defert his duty,
changes, at the fame time, and degrades his rational
‘and moral nature, and finks them from their origiml
and native glory, the one to a refemblance of brutal
_matures, the other, to an image of infernal fpirits.—
O man ! ambitious of glory ! afraid of nothing fo
‘much as of difgrace! Unwife and foolifh man!
Thou art athamed of thy glory ! and thou glorieft
_in thy fhame! -

27d. 'THE folly of being athamed of our duty
appears, in the next place, in vainly hoping to avoid,
- by renouncing religion, an evil which cannot be fhun.
ned among men, I mean detrattion and ridicule,—

‘WHaT is the:world but a vaft theatre where envy
and malice are perpetually tharpening the tongues and
the wit of men againft each other ? What is half the

' intercourfc
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intercourfe of life but a fcene of obloquy and fnccr,;
where the characters of the abfént are the conftant
.facuﬁcc to the vanity of the prefent ? Whereever
you have rivals, and that i is, whcrccv"r you have
acquaintance’ of the fame fex, or age, or profeffion
with yourfe]f you find thofé whofe weak minds have
no other means of exalting themfelves, but by
dcpreﬁ'mg you: Changc then your life, you only
change the fubject of diicourfe. You cannot gaing
by continuing of the party of finners, what you fear
fo lofe by embracmg the caufe of religion—their
fllCndﬂ’l}p or their good opimon. And why fhould
you fear, in the fervice of' God alone, an evil to

which you mul’c be Cqually, or even more expofed
By remaining in the interefts of the world —I fay

more expofed ; for it greatly augments the ﬁ)lly of
t.hls ﬁnf .

3. Tnthe riext place; that while it incursa redl, i
flies from ‘an imaginary evil. It fears reproach fof
atligion, when, in reality, the world has no reproach
0 make; when, inftead of defpifing, it refpects the -
beantiful and fupported charalter of piety. ' Wifdom
*mct goodnefs; rightly underftood, can nevet be the -
objedts of ridicule; of cenfure. They vindicats
themifelves to the judgmerit and confcience even of
the vicious. Mifreprefentation; to which an honeft
mind fhould ever be fuperior, is here the only

und
G ground
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ground of reproach.  And what can even mifrepre-
fentation alledge ? That, in youth, it is an affe@ation
of wifdom and virtue above your companions, and
above your years ? Alas ! canany age be too early to
'be wife, and to feck for real and durable felicity ? If
the multitude of your companions afford few exam-
ples of piety, is it not the greater honor to rife toa
degree of wifdom rarely attained even inmature Life ;
and, atan age, in which we think it much if you
Yearn with docilicy, to be able already to give arf
example worthy of imitation ? Will the world bufy
itfelf o find out falfe motives for ycur charige ? Let
fuch malice ferve to difguft you the more with &
world the true charatter of which you are now juft
beginning to difcern.—~Will they fay with a fneer,
“ the faints I < the hypocrites 1" « the weak fools 1
# Ah! this zeal will not laft long I"——Let fuch
ungenerous infults only determine your réfolution
more firmly to fupport the dignity of religion by the
integrity of your condu&, and by perfeverance in
virtue.  If you do thus, be affured that the world
itfelf, after proving your fincerity, and fpending its
firft refentments upon you for having. forfaken its
party, will regard you with reverence and efteern,
It is not indeed religion, but infincerity, and hypo-
crify they defpife. Ifthen you would filence oblequy
and obain an honorable place in their hearts, be not

athamed
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afhamed of the dorines of Chrift. But you muft
be careful to mix with your religion nothing weak or -
fuperftitious, nothing libertine or worldly—do not )
refemble too much the men of the world—it is thej, .
own image which they defpife in a chriftian. Per-
fevere in the path of duty. They will convert
contempt or hatred into veneration—they will
applaud your refolution—they will envy your deftiny
~—and if they cannot refemble you in their lives,
they will fecretly figh that their end may be likeyours,

4th. THE folly of this evil confifts, in the laft
place, in its expofing us to infinite danger for the fake
of covering a fruitlefs deception. ¢ Whoever fhall
be athamed of me, and of my words, faith the
Saviour, of him alfo fhall the Soh of Man be afha-
med.”—Woe to that man of whom the Son fhall be
athamed ! God, when offended, might be reconciled
through his atonement. But, when the Saviour is
rejeted, there remaineth no more facrifice for fins,
Is this the iffue of being athamed of the gofpel ?
Is this the reward of that frivolous honor which we
would preferve in the opinion of a corrupted world,
by renouncing virtue? Ls this the fruit of that criminal
deception which we ftrive to maintain by unworthy
. pretences againft the ftruggling fenfe of inward duty?
Do.we derive from it even prefent gain to make 2
Jgmentary compenfation for the eternal lofs ? No,
worldly



(20)

worldly reputation and intereft are, when rightly cony
fidered, in favour of religion. But, when the foul—
when the hopes of falvauon—-—whcn the judgment of
God, are pu: in the balance againtt a flander, a ﬁ':ccr,'
e fufpicion, a look of' mxferablc mortals, and out--
weighed ! oh ! mﬁmte folly ! My brethren, eternity
alone can chfclofc it in'its full magpnitude, when we
fhall fee i in the dreadful light of everlaﬂ:mg burnmgs
the vamty of human opxmon, ‘and all the terrors of

that denuncmuon, « of him alfo fhall the Son of man,
be a!harncd »

IIml HAvn\[o cndca,vour:d in fcw words, to,
dluﬁrate the folly of being afhamcd of rchg;on, I
Ihall, with <;qual brewty, 1lluﬂ;rate its guilt—1itg
gux.lt confifts in exalting ghc authouty of man 3bove
the glorv of qu—u; mgrautud.c 0 bm;l Who was nog

gﬁmmed of us—and in propmt;ng viee by the
?crmcwus mﬁpencc of our cxample.

1. In exalting the authority of man above thq
glory of God, His infinjte pcrfeéhon, mdepcndently
‘on his nohts as our Creator, has afupreme claim to

our zdoraucn and lovc He is 1nﬁmtcly more wor:
thy than any of his creatures of the fervent and intire
dcvotxon of our hearts. He wbo hath created the
powers of undcri’candmg and cmquent is q,blc to £l
t}}cm wxr.h confummate and encmal confolauons.
| - " Nog
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Notto love him therefore—not to make his glorg
predominate over all other objects, is an evidence
that the heart is blind to moral beauty, and corrupted.
in all j its affetions. But to mgke man the arbiter .

of our duty to Godw—to make the divine glory ftoopy
to the pleafre or opinion of a miferable worm, is a,
wrime beyond expreflion, Its malignity is to be
cﬁxmated from the perfection of him who is oﬁ‘cnded S
and like that, it is infinite.

2nd. Tur guilt of this fin confifts, in the next

place, in ingratitude to him who was not athamed
of us.

- INGRATITUDE to a benefactor is among the moft.
detefted vices. If thc ingratitude of men for thé-
bleffings of falvation ftrikes us with lefs horrer -than
6thcr examples of this fin, it is becaufe we do nog
difcern in the light of faith, the infinite diftance
bctwccn the Creator and the creature, But when he
defcends from hjseternal throne~—when the incarnate
Deity fubmits to fuffer—when the divine glory was
not athamed of human weaknefs——that finners thould
be athamed of him !—Dbe. aftonithed O. Heavens at
this! And tremble thou Earth who_ bearef’c in thy
bofom fuch guilt ¢

B vy h.as fometimes been afked by thofe who are ﬁog-:
Wwilling to make great facrifices, whether we may
I ) not
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fiot acquit ourfelves of duty in fecret, without expoe °
fingour profeffion to the view of thofe who would ina
fultorderide it? I anfwer no.—Sincerity gloriesinits
obje@t. And when God is the obje&, the foul, occus

pied in the bleffednefs of its portion, forgets, ina
meafure, the applaufe or cenfure of the world. - His

glory will be a fufficient ‘portion. when the world

frowns.—The fenfe of his love will fupport the heart

againft the fear of its reproach.—Shame to that-

worldly prudence that is athamed of its God !-
Shall fin, the difgrace of our nature walk among us

with elevated and impudent forehead ? And fhall
#eligion, the glory of the reafonable foul, blufh and

tcure, left the profane eyes of men, dazzled with ite
beauty, thould not be able to endure the fight ?

* gd. Its guilt confifts, in the laft place, in prémo.
ting vice by the pernicious influence of our example,
Example is contagious. 'And the world becomes
more cormptedfrom the vice that is already in it. To
decline the profcﬁ'xon of religion through falfe fhame,
is, in fome refpe&s more 1h_]unous to the interefts
of ‘virtue in the world “than open impiety.—This
fometimes prevents ‘imitation by a eertain horror at
its enormity.—T hat, by preferving greater decency,
more effe&ually infinuates its poifon. Your exam-
ple proclaims your unbelief, of your contempt of the
Gofpel—and mvxtcs others to receive it with incre-

dUhtYa |
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¢
dulity, or to treat it with fcorn. In the account of
divine  juftice, the depravity, and pcrhaps the pcr.
dition of many finners fhall be charged to that crime
inal fhame which alienates you from the life of God.
and fhall go to augment your guilt.

~ In.the conclufion of this difourfe, pcrmlt me to
remark, that altho dlvmc grace alone can effetually
fecure the hcart, and raxfe it above the influence ofa
| falfe and unholy fhame, yet, it will greatly contnbuta
thxs happy cffect to have early eftablithed juft ideas
of honor and ihame by a well direfted education.
Itis of great importance, in the beginning of life, to
preoccupy the mind by good impreffions—to teach
it to'reverence God, before it has yet feen'the beauties.
of holinefs—to honour,. before it has learned to love
religion—and to prepare it to defpife, before it has
arrived to deteft, the vices and the follies of the world;
It is of the greater importance, becaufe, our habits
and opinionsar¢ conftantly and imperceptibly forming
by all that we feeandhear. If religion does not early
smpart fuch as are rational and juft, the world will |
‘neceﬂ'arily prepoflefs the mind with fuch as are per-
nicious’ and falfe. Falfe thame will withhold it
from the influence of piety—falfe honor will raife up
within it the moft dangerous enemies to falvation,

LET parents and inftrutors, therefore, be dxltgcnt
to dlfchargc their duty with fidelity to the rifing
generations
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Henération, ‘The moft happy fruits will révard your
prudent and honeft Zeal: Reflect what-advantages
goui enjoy when you plead the caufe of piety againtt
Vice—and of Hedven againft the world. 'What can
be more gloridus than the fervice of the King of
fings ? What more sgreat and wd‘rthy than virtue
Which brings to perfe@ion 4l the beft and nobleft
principles of human nature ? Religion is the trua’
glory, as well as happin=fs of man. Sin only is hi¢
geal thame. It is acc’oiﬁpanicd, befides, witht
tlhfpeakable dangér,- and i fpecedily tcndlng to
eternal ruin, -

:'SUFFER' me to extend a little chis idea; It is
ftrongly impiied in the expreffion of our Saviour

- ¥of him aifo flrall the Son of man be athamed, when
he comethin the glory of his Father; with the holy

angels.” '

« ALr milferies are included in this threatening:
When God condefcends to treat the finner in this
Fanguage of farcaftic contempt it ftrikes me as'the
‘noft fearful denunciation of divine vengeance. Other
threatenirigs feem' more definitely to mark their
‘penalties—Tliis prefents nothing diftinétly to the
imagination, but holds up every thing moft terrible

%o our fears.e~Shall I call up to view the laft tribunal 2
A¥he Heavens oii fire? The Earth thaken and moved
/7 outof its place ? The Elements melting with fervent
4 : heat
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 fheat before the wrath of God and of the Lamb  Shail
1 fpeak of Tophet that is ordained of old, the pile
whereof isfire and mach wood, and the breath of the
Lord as a ftream of brimftone doth kindle it ? And
fhall I not fay, after all, that his moft fearful fentence
is ““of him fhall the Son of man be athamed 2 This
is indignant juftice heightened by contempt. The
flames of anger may confume the finner—Shame
will bury him forever from his fight in the depths of
mifery.—~What! banithed fromthy fight O merciful
Saviourof men ! This is indeed the blacknefs of the
everlafting darknefs! Letthofe unhappy men whoare
athamed of Chrift and of his words, deeply reflet on
this dreadful deftiny! To perfuade you to this wife
and neceffary refolution is the whole obje® of the
prefent difcourfe.

May the Spirit of God add to thefe inftruions
his own evidence, and his almighty energy !——
May he impart to us a wife eftimate of cternity and
time! Of the opinions of men, and the approbation
of God l——And now to the King eternal, immor-
tal and invifible be rendered, through Jefus Chrift,

all henor, glory, and praife, from all on earth, and alt
in Heaven e

 AMEN I
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