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P R E F A C E

To the Reader.

/
T HE authqr fhall fay nothing of the drefs in which
thefe fermons appear, or of the method of hand-
ling the fubjet, only that they are futh as he judgeth
to be moft conducive to the benefit of his readers in
common. Gentlemen of obfervation and ftudies can
fele& arguments from the public prints, from differta-
tions, or general harangues: But the bulk of mankind
need to have thefe feleéted for\them, ranged in fome:
order, and particularly illuftrated and enforced. He. is
fenfible that feveral of his arguments are very com-
mon, having been frequently treated by the politicians
of the day, and. treated to great advantage; which, in
fome refpedls, is no very favourable circumftance for
him as an author, efpecially as the tafte of the times
is chiefly for fomething new, and but little for piety.
However, -the religious caft he has attempted to give
them, and the illuftrations from fcripture, by which
they are enforced, are, in a great meafure; new. For
thefe reafons he expe&s they will be the more relifh-
ing to ferious minds, that wifh to fee them more full
‘turned into a religious channel; and, by the blefling
-of God, may be the means of leading fome others to
think more ferioufly upon thofe interefting fubjets.
Thefe are his hopes, and his principal motives tor
this publication. It is certainly high time for us to
awake out of fleep, and pay a moft pious attention to
the very great and interefting events of our day,
- ‘That this eflay may be blefled to thofe ends, is the
hearty defire, of a ‘well-wither to his country, and
@ fervant of the church for . Chrift’s ‘fake.

THE AuTHOR.

160692 .



e
—_—
T

SER.M O N, &

" Plalm Ixvii. 5. Let the pesple praife theey O Gid/ Let
all the people praife thee. o ' ‘

< PRAISE Ye the Lord : for it is good to fing praifes
to our God: for it is pleafant, and praife is come-
ly.”” It is comely : for of all the exercifes upon earth it
bears the, neareft refemblance to the worfhip of heaven,
and highly becometh us as reafonable creatures, but
much mcre as chriftians. , Our obligations to the duty.
are founded as well on our own indigence, as on the
glory of Jehovah, and his goodnefs to us. Every ote
daily receiveth :innumerable mercies from his unwafted
fullnefs, which daily lay him_ under frefh obligations
to praife the bountiful author of them, Communities, .
as colle&ive bodies, are bound to praife him no lefs thamn
individuals. By the common laws of fociety, the good
of the whole and of individuals mutually "affeét each

“other, which obligeth them to offer praife refpe&ively, not

only from felf-intereft, but from the purer fprings of be- -
nevolence. '~ This more evidently appears in fome public
fcenes of providence, which are fo obvious, that he who
runneth may read the freculiat favours of heaven to the

- whole and to the individuals: then more efpecially let all

the people praife God. And as a]l the people are bound ta
praife God on fuch occafions ; fo it is moft harmonious,,

_ animatipg and many ways ufeful for the whole ta unite

in his praifes at the fame fime. v . _

This day, my brethren, we and all the inhabitants of
the United States are called to give thanks to the LorD of
lords and K1yG of kings, for the many peculiar favours
he hath of late vouchfafed to us, as a people appearing jn *
defence of our invaluable pgivile es. At this important

call
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call let every individual, let every family, let every con-

gregation, let every town, let every ftate, let all our con« .

federate ftates unite in praifing our God, as with one heart
and one voice.

To this noble exercife the royal pfalmift moft pathetic-
ally exciteth us in the pfalm where my text lies, which is
moft happily adapted to, and compofed for, a day of public
thankfgiving. It was fung by the Jews, and with greater

proptiety may be fung by Chriftians, on fuch occafions;
" for to us it had an ultimate reference, and the moral rea-
fons of the fong fhine with brighter evidence in the new
teftament difpenfation than in the old.

The motivesto praife expreffed in the pfalm, are, ¢ God’s
¢¢ faving health,” or falvation by Chrift, to be made known
to all nations; and his moral government of the world,
who fhall ¢judge the peorle righteoufly, and govern the
¢ nations upon earth.” Itis this laft motive 1 thall chjefly
infift upon. - ’ . : :

The importance of the duty, and zeal with which it
fhould be performed, we learn fitft from the rhetorical and
affe&ing répetition in the text of the very words exprefled
in the third verfe, in which themind of the pfalmift ap-
pears to have been wrapt in his fubject, like one moft in-
tent upon, and earneft in the purfuit of his obje&. Se-
condly, from the beautiful and tranfporting climax by
which the fong afcends: ¢¢Let the people praife thee,
&« OGod! let ALL the people praife thee.

To comply with the defign of my textand of this day, I

fiiall point out and illuftraté fomeof theleading obligations

upon all the inhabitants of the confederate ftates of North

America to unite in praife to God, for the fignal interpofi-

tions of his providence in their favour, during our ¢onteft
with Great Britain ; efpecially thofe of the Iaft campaign,
crowned by the capture of lord Cornwallis with his whole

army. :

"l!hofe obligations arife from the nature and importance
of the caufe conteftéd---the fital confequences to us and
to our po{krit]y had we loft the caufe—the ftrong and nu~
megous obftacles that ftood in eur way=—our apparerggli_n-

o ' ability
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ability for the mighty conflit---fome noticeable fteps of
providence towards us in giving us a few, though they
might feem tobeinadequate, preparativesfaor the war. The
various and remarkable fuccefles God hath granted to our
troops efpecially thofe of the laft campaign---feveral inci-
dents interfperfed through the fcene, whichwere overruled
by a wife and good providence in our favour, théugh at
firft fundry of them might feem to ftand much againft us---
and from the glorious profpe@s to us and to our pofterity,

- opened by the feveral fuccefles of our arms, gnd the man-

ner in which they have been granted. .

1. The nature and im}:ortance of the caufe contefted
{ay us under. the R;ongei obljgations to praife God for
. 'T'he great objeét in conteft is, whe~
ther our effential and unalienable rights :and privileges,
as well civil as facred, fhall be in our own power, or at'
the fovereign will of tyrants. Take thefe from the peo-
ple, and commit them to amy abfolute lord, or lords,
and no man has 3 fecurity for the rights of confcience, for
life, or for property and the means of procuring it.

1t has long been the boaft of the Britith conftitution,
that it fecures thofe privileges to the fubjects, becaufe it
is founded upop the two grand pillars of liberty, a right
to difpofe of our own property, and a right to have our
claim to life and property tried by 3 jury of fellow cit-
tizens. But thefe rights the Britith court and parliament
have by every artifice endeavoured to undermine, at-
tempting to lead us to own either direlly or indireétly, the
juftnefs of their claim of right to tax us at pleafure, to
oblige fome of opr citizens to take their trial in Britain,
and to alter and virtually deftroy our forms of civil go-
vernmont. They long &roudcd their real defign by fpe-

.cious pretexts ; but their artifice failing them, they own

the extent of their claim, viz. an omnipotent power to
make laws *¢'to bind us in all cafes whatfoever.” And
ip order to copfifcate all the ftates to the crown, they de-
clare us to be in a ftate of rebellion, and arife to execute.

* their horrid plot by open violence, not doubting that they
«  would make an cafy conqueft of us. -

To
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To juftify their violent meafures, they' employ. their
whole policy to confound law and conftitution, and make
the world believe, that our oppofition to their iniquitous
unconftitutional a&s was an oppofition to the conftitution
itfelf, and a rifing againft lawful authority, This is the
idea of our condué held up by them td their own nation,
and to all Europe, to excite their deteftation at us, as a
rebellious and lawlefs mob, And with this lie they fill the
mouths of their ignorant officers and foldiers, and infpire

, their breafts, as well with violence as with thirft for plun-

der and blood, )
Nothing could be ‘more cruel or more falfe! America

" betook herfelf to arms in oppofition to the moft unlawful

exercife of power, "and in defence of privileges which the
unalienable rights of mankind abfolutely forbid her to yield !
And this fhe did not, till the had tried every other means

. in vain, and till Britain had wantonly fhed the blood of

her fons! In thofe circumftances it was not only our in-

"difpenfible duty to oppofe force to force; but it was the

duty of all Britain to refent fo violent an infrattion upun
their own conflitution ; for.they might expet the next

‘ftroke to fall upon themfelves.

But the glorious Sovereign‘of the- earth and heavens
hath lifted up a banner for you, ‘O ye highly favoured

Americans | and hath faved you by his right hand. - He.

hath raifed up many friends for you, fent you many aids,
end made you to be pitied by many nations ! He hath fcat-

tered your clouds, filenced your fears, encouraged your ‘ .

hopes, defended your perfons and property, and he will
detend them, if ye wifely improve thie bleflings of his
merciful providence!  Ye fhall worthip your Geod, and
none fhall make you afraid ! Y¢ thall enjoy your poffef-
fions undifturbed, for which ye have laboured and fweat,
and for which many of your braveft fons have rifqued

_theirlives in the high places of the field, and many of them

have fpilt their deareft blood! Grim tyranny hangs his

.head!  Fair liberty hath erected her banner !  Thérefore

ye fhall Gt fecure under the prote&tion of laws founded
ppon this firm bafis! Normay the bleffings of your vir-
C. : tuoyg
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-tuous ftruggles be confined to yourfelves ; other nations -
beholding them may open their eyes upon their own dut
-and privilege. Your liberty fecured, like the fun burfz
ing through the cloud, may fhed its healing beams over the
nations long fhut up in darknefs and bondage! For all
thefe mercies let all our nation offer the acceptable facri-
fice of praife ! . And let the whole earth uniting in our
fong, praife him who judgeth the people- righteoufly, and
governeth the nations upon earth | ' '
II. The fatal confequences to us and our fterity,
‘had we loft the. caufe, furnith a moft fruitful fource of
motives to praife our great deliverer. The greater the
evils are from which a people are faved, the greater

* -are their obligations to their faviour. But the evils

which threatned us were many and moft grievous. No
people upon earth are in a condjtion more wretched than

--we_fhould have been reduced to, had the Britith arms

- © o ———
N <
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Prevailed. A government would have been eftablifhed
over us, the form of which is no where exiftent, and
dione fo’ deftru@ive of the liberties of the people. - Ari-
ftocracy and abfolute ‘monarchy are ufually efteemed the
two worft kinds of government. But the ftrongeft efforts
Wwere made to unite both virtuzlly in the government to be
d upon us; or rather it would have been an ariftocra-
€y fan&ioned by monarchy, which is infinitely worfe than
pure abfolute monarchy. If neither of thefe are its proper
name, it is hard to fay by what name it {hquld be called.
" So ftrong was the Britith fovereign’s, thirft to eftablifh
defpotifm, that he created forty lords, from the beginning -
of his infamous reign to the commencgment of the prefent
war, who had not a claim to a foot of land in Britajn;
that being penfioners upon the crown, they might throw
their weight into the fcale, to deftroy, the liberties of the
eople, How many more he has created fince that time
know not. How are thefe numerous unlanded lords to
be fupported ? principally, no doubt, from the fpoils of.
North America. To this inftance of his folly he adds
anether, viz. favouring a fcheme to render his parliament

ghlolute, Folly I call it, as well a5 wickednefs, For
. ‘ thofe
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thofe petty tyrants might, by virtue of their authority,
make the ¥oyal tyrant lf‘lmfelf feel the weight of their poz-
er, thould he at any time happen not to coincide with
their: views, But he had no other way to eftablith ty-
ranny, and force from the people whatfoever his covetous
heart lufted for, but by allowingto them the enormous pow-
er of making laws to bind the people in 3ll cafes what-
foever, And they, fond of fo flfeat an extent of power,
favour the king’s ambitious and tyrannical views, which
otherwife they might perhaps have oppofed.. :
-Under fuch a government who' could live} It would
he hard to be fubjeCted to the will of one tyrant---harder
fill to be fubjet to more than 500 tyrants, all plotting

with their cruel mafter to fleece and diftrefs the fubjetts--- ~

* Buthardeft of all to be under the command of their viceroys,
at the diftance of 3000 miles from the feat of authority, all
governin% according to the arbitrary orders of fo many un-
merciful defpots, and making fuch reprefentations to them,
as their ambitious, covetous, or revengetul paffions might
dittate, Such metives and fuch opportunities for the exer-
cife of tyranny could no where be found. Of this Ameri-

<3 has already had a tafte in their introduétory fteps to bring -

us under the yoke; and but a tafte, compared with what
fhe would feel, when their villainqus {cheme fhould have
been completed.

Addto all this the tythes of your whole produce every

year for the fupport of the church, and the rapacity and

cruelty of the harpies, officers and otners, to whom diftrits
of the country would be parcelled out, for their fervices in
reducing us to a ftate of bondage.®* Who eould bear the
: infolence
* It is no chimerical idea to fuppoje fuch appointments and
JSuch grants would be made to them. Whence is it that fo
many parts of Germany, Britain and Ireland groan under the
yoke of appre(fian, but from the dukedoms, counties, Sc. granted
to the anceftors of thejr }my tyrants, for their aid either in
money or in the fild. And it is more than 8 conjecture, that
lands were promifed to the Britifh foldiers, and difiriéls of
the country to their officers, as encouragements to Hm to en-
gage in the Jervice.

.
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infolence and rapacity of 4 Cornwallis, a Knyphaufen, a
Galloway, an Arnold, a Tarleton, or a Sithcoe, ¢itherasa
governor or a landlord? ' .

Now, Americans, what would be your diftreffes, when,
befides the fupport of governors.and other nccclfary ex-
pences of government, you would be obliged to give the
tenth of all your produce every year, for the fupport of the
clergy,and thofe too not of your own choofing;---to pay the
whole demands of a greedy landlord, arid the whole claimr
of a tyrannical prince, to aggrandife his numerous family,
to maintain his penfionied lords, and to difcharge a debt of
more than feventy millions, contracted to enflave you ?

Thefe things duly weighed, are fufficient to fet fprings

- to the gratitude of all, for the prefervation of their liber-

ties, and put a check to the murmurings ot fome, who ac2

" count it hard to give a moderate competency for the main-

tainance of the few honeft minifters amongft us, and dif~
charge, for atime; the expences of a warfo juft and fo ne-

. ceffary. Had Britain made 2 conqueft of us, we and our

pofterity would have rhultiplied taxes, of a much greater

‘amount, to pay every year perpetually, with every circum«

- ftance of aggravation and bitternefs. Every fpecies of

~

cruelty has breathed from, andas far as was in their power,
has been prattifed by the tyrants and their tools, as a fpe-
cimen of what America had to expe&. They have hired
and prompted their barbarous allies to fhed Chriftian
blood ;---armed flaves againft their- mafters ;--<wantonly

"* burned towns ;---robbed, plundered and deftroyed: private

property 3---and treated with the greateft barbarity perfons

- of every fex and age. They may plead, as they have

done, that thefe are cafualties incident to war, Some of
them might ‘befo ; but many, perhaps moft dft‘lcﬁ’x; were
not fo. Soldiers durft notaét fo barbaroufly in common,
did they not know it fo be agreeable to their officers ; nor
officers, did they notknow it to be agreeable to their cruel
mafters. Every circumftance in the condué of the court
and army clearly rhanifefts, that their orders and defigh
were to procéed againdt us upon the plan of ciuelty and ter-
N ror.
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ror. And they have carried on the war with a barbarity
unknown in Europe or any civilifed nation. - .
The malice of the tyrants would have put an aggravation

into all the other fufferings of America, by robbing her of
her moft precious jewels, The leading members of Con--

grefs, and others who have appeared moft eminent in the
_caufe of their country, might have fallen the firft facrifice

to their wrath. Minifters of the gofpel of a patriotic. -

ftamp would have fhared no mercy.- Many indubitable
teflimonies induce us to believe this. -

* Butl do.not think it is in the power of 'cfefc;ﬁpt,ior') fu]ly
to paint all the fhocking confequences to our country, had.

* the been fubjugated to Britifh tyranny. . O.I how great is

our falvation, and how great the praifes due for it ! Praife- .,

ye the Lord, all ye brave ftatefmen, who dared to ftep forth
in your country’s caufe. Praife him, every brave officer
and foldier, who dared to face the greateit dangers in de-
fence of your country. Praife him, every honeit minifter

of the fanftuary, whofe blood the enemy thirfted for.. -

Andye honeft hearted friends to your country, throughout.

all the flates, praife ye the Lord; for he hath delivered -

you from' your heavy chainé. <O give thanks unto the
¢ Lord, for he is good : for his mercy endureth forever.
<« Let the redeemed of the Lord fay fo, whom he hath re~

¢« deemed from the band of the enemy.

I1L. The ftrong and numerous obftacles ‘which ftood in
our way, demand our warmeft praifes to HiM who enabled

us to furmount them all. We had the moft powerful na--

* tion upon earth to oppofe, all things confidered, and the
moft dangerous. A nation whofe fovereign is defpotic,
obftinate and cruel; their ftatefmen fubtile, treacherous,
infidious, fwollen with a.fenfe of their own importance,
and long praiifed in the arts of government and deceit ;
their officers and troops generally efteemed equal, if not
fuperior, to any in Europe ;. their fleet the moft formidable
of any in theworld. With their fhips of war they fhutup
our ports, covered their troops, .and eafily tranfported
thein from ftate to ftate. *A nation whofe treafury was

" rcfpe@able, their credit great, and their refources f{lotp
’ : their

~
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their numerous manufattures, their extenfive trade, the
fertility of their lands, and the riches of their fettlements
in the Eaft and Weft Indies, were great and numerous |
We had the flower of their army to oppofe, with twen-
ty thoufand foreign mercenaries, and a coaft of many hun-
dred miles to defend ! S ’
Our ancient forms of government, the prejudices of
cuftom, and our doating affe@ion for Britain, were ftrong
bars in our way. The governors of the colonies were

* creatures of the crown, their connexions together with the
. Britifh merchants upon the continent generally in the in-

tereft of the crown. To thefe I might add Tories and .
Refugees, a fett of the moft infamous fycophants, mur-
derers, plunderers, robbers and lyars, that ever pollated. -
any land ; fundry of whom were perfons of fortune, and
fundry of them crafty, plaufible, and intrigueing, having
been long employed in ftate bufinefs. Thefe all united their
efforts and policy to diftrefs, to intimidate, to fow difcord,
to {pread falfe reports,-and to blind the eyes of the people.
Sometimes they reprefented the power of Britain to be fo
great, that nothing could ftand before it; and therefore

*.we would fall an eafy prey to their arms, and none would

have fecurity for their perfons or property, but thofe who
would take an a&ive part againft their country, or remain
in a ftate of neutrality, At other times they tried to de-
ceive the vulgar by afferting that the powers'of Europe,
accounting it their own intereft to keep the colonies in

* fubjéction to Britain, would jain with her in order to fub-

due us. With thefe and feveral other fabulous ftoiies they
deceived fome, whofe fimplicity, timidity, or religious
principles favour their dcﬁ%n. hen the appearance of
the French fleet and army dete&s the fallacy, they change
their notes, infinuating that the Congrefs are about to in=
troduce popery amongft us by their alliance with France,
who hasit only in view to feize the ftates for themfelves,
when Britain fhall have been full;dued. § Al

§ Nothing can more fully difcover the deceit of thofe fltky
bypocrites than this 3 for thar temper and practice ﬂjl;”/y
0w
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"All thefe difficulties notwithftanding, we have not only
maintained our ground, but prevailed againft the enemy;
our battles have been fought with repeated fuccefs, our
land cultivated, our B]roduce exported, our neceffaries im=
-ported, our private fhips of war have brought much rich-
-es into the ftates, the councils of the ‘enemy rendered abor-
tive, their power baflled, their troops often defeated, their
whole armies fometimes captured, their braveft officers
put to fhame, and the Britith tyrant left to pine aw'al):

‘ , : wit
Show, that of all the religious principles profeffed upon earth,
pure prntg/iaj:z.tifm wouldgbe tbg'r Iq/;’ cbgcefjlﬁrg it worth
while to reafon with them, I would fay, there is nothing in
the treaty 1![351/', nothing in the intereft of the nation, and
nothing in thetr ap[)armt difpofition to favour the opini=
on.  That it is wholly againfl the concern of all Europe to
maintain the balance of power, and that the imputation of

favouring pzoeFry can no more juflly be fixed upon us from our
alliance with France, than it could upon any other proteflant

nation from their alliance with them, or with any other po-

i ﬂpawer. Every one who will open bis eyes upon the truth
mu,

Jees that a civil league by no means jmplies a religious one. -

If Luther in promoting the reformation accepted the protecti-
on of popifb princes, why may not we in d(efmce of our liber-
ties civil and religious @ I/Vg Jhould blefs God for the help he
Jends us, and truft bim for futurity.” For my own part, I

Jreely confefs, that there is :arcelly a popifb prince in Europe,
y

with whom I would not more freely entruft my religious liber-
dies than with the debauched court and parliament of Britain.

E, fm’al? 1 would much fooner entruft them with our generous
ally, who

, has refcinded all the law! in bis kingdom that flood
againft pro?ﬂpnt:, chofe a proteflant financier, and allowed
him a chapel 1o accommadate himfelf and bis friends, and hath
Jent to our aid a proteflant regiment with a proteflant chaplain
2o preach to them. But our enemies have been flily !lip ing
round to the other fide. Who formed the Quebec bill? Gra-
cious George and his generous parliament, with which lord
Pitt feverely upbraided them, efpecially the [piritual lords !
Did the peaple afk it 2 no! Was any religious pro_{f;ﬂim in
‘ merica,
A -.
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with malice and difappointment ! Surely <¢ The righte-
¢ ous fhall rejoice when he feeth.the vengeance, he
¢¢ fhall wath his feet in the blood of the wicked.” * *“ Let
us praife and give thanks, for the Lord has taught-us, that
«¢ The race 18 not to the fwift, nor the battle to the
¢¢ ftrong.”” || That ¢ There is no king faved by the
¢ multitude of an hoft; a mighty man is not delivered by
¢¢.much ftrength.”” But ¢¢ The eye of the Lord is upon
¢¢ thenw that fear him, upon them that hope in his
mercy.”” § We made our appeal to heaven, when we
lifted 1p arms in our own defence, and the lord hath not
made us athamed of our hope. This argument will ap-

pearjwith fill greater force, when

1V. Inthe fourth place we take into view our apparent
inability for the mighty confli®. So weak were we, that

-our enemies did not entertain the leaft doubt of reducing us

to their terms, by a few troopsand fhips of war; fo weak,
thatall Europe were apprehenfive for the confequences, and
waited the event in deep fufpenfe, Our internal re-
fources, indeed, were large; a fruitful land to furnifh all
kinds of provifions ; our men adive, intelligent and brave :
but our ftrength was to be colleéted, and our powers im-
proved, Cultivating only the common honeft arts of
peace, we were generally unfkilled in the depths of ftate po-
licy and of war ; without an army ; without armsand am-
munition 3 without money and cloathing for our troops;
nor had we a finglefhip of war, noroneally, In this de-,

- fencelefs ftate, trufting heaven to provide for us, we de-

clared our refolution to vindicate our liberties by arms,
when the royal ear was clofed againft our righteous and
humble fupplications. We had at the fame time to train
and equip ourfelves for the field---to fight and cultivate
our farms to procure food and cloathing for ourfelves and
our army---to throw down ancient forms of government

‘ and
America, except popery, ever ¢ftablifbed by an ac? of parlia-
ment? no! It 15 plain that that bill was devifed as an en-
gine of future flavery to the colonies in its fullef? extent.

* Pfaim Iviii, 10. | Edl. ix. 11, § Pla. xxxiii. 16, 1g,
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and ere@ new ones in their iead. Never dida people do

as much, endure as much, and conquer fo many diffi-
culties in the fame fpace of time. It 1s hard to fay which

ismolt aftonifhing, the bravery or fuccefs of the enterprife. -

It is, indeed, next toa miracle that people fo weak and un-
prepared fhould have overcome fo great a force as ftood
againft us-~confounded the councils, and baflled the pow-
er of all Britain---done fo great things by fea and land,
in council, in the field, and upon our farms. Pefterity

will be furprifed to read it, and we ourfelves, upon a fe- -

rious review of the whole fcene, will fcarcely beable to be-
lieve what our eyes have feen and our earsheard, Itisthe
Lord’s doing, and marvellousin oureyes, ¢ Had not the

¢¢ Lord been on our fide, when men rofe up to flay us: -

<< then they had fwallowed us up quick, when their wrath
¢ was kindled againft us. Blefled be the Lord, who
¢¢ hath. not given us as a prey to their teeth. Our foul is
<¢ efcaped as a bird out of the fnare of the fowler: the
¢ fnare is broken, and we are efcaped. Qur help is in
¢¢ the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. §
May the remembrance of our falvation be laid up in our
heartsasinthe rock, forever ! When the children of Ifrael
vanquifhed the ftrong army of thz Amalekites, who at-
tacked them in the wildernefs, unprepared, Mofes reared
a monumn:ental altar tc the Lord, and called it ¢¢ JEHovAn
¢ Ni1st,” THE Lorp My BANNER.t+ No lefs reafon
have we to raife a perpetual monument of praife to him,

-who hath lifted up a glorious banner for us in our low -

eftate.

V. The goodnefs of providence in granting us a few,
tho’ they might feem to be inadequate, preparatives for the
war, merit our attention and hearty praife. _Had Britain
attacked us before the laft war, we muft have fallen an

- eafy prey. But in that war fome of our heroes, particu-

larly our brave commander in chief, caught the military

fpark, which has been kindled and improved to that de-
gree, during the courfe of this war, intraining and leading
/ on the troops, that they are not only becomeequal 1;0 the

. ritifh
§ Plaim 124. 2, 3,6, 7,8, 1 Exed, 17. 14, 15.
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Britifh forces, but fomctimes gain the day with lefler-
numbers.

By the ftamp a&,and other artful devices to invade our-
Jiberties, the minds of our inexperienced ftatefmen were
roufed to ‘attend as well to the intrigues of the Britifth
court, as to ftudy the rights of freemeri, and vindicate them
againft any encroachments, Their rapid and folid im-
provements in this kind of knowledge, for which the no-
bleft foundation was laid in a dignity of genius early cyl-
tivated by various ufeful and well applied ftudies, foon
drew the attention of all Europe, procured the confidence
of its leading powers, and obtained for them, from no lefs
a judge than lord Pitt, the charaéter of ¢ able ftatefmen.”

‘On the folid foundation they laid, we have, by the

~ fmiles of providence, proceeded with encreafing fuccefs

till this day. For thefe favours let our praifes afcend as
grateful incenfe to HiM, who is ¢ for a fpirit of judgment to
<¢ him that fitteth in judgment, and of ftrength to them
¢¢ that turn the battle to the gate,” *

No lefs noticeable is the appointment of general Wafh-
ington to the fupreme command of our army; a gentle-
man who, by common confent, is of all others allowed
to be the fitteft for the fervice. As Elihu faid to Job,
¢ ] know not to give flattering titles, in fodoing my God
«¢ would foon take me away, +” Yet I'know that we
ought to give honour to thofe whrom God honoureth ; and
that, in order to praife him for this as well as other in-
ftances of his goodnefs, it is neceflary to attend to the mo-
tives of our praife. Without any particular notice of his va-
rious perfonal excellencies,! or the various incidents in pro-
vidence uniting to prepare him gradually for fo high a truft,
it will juftify the obfervation we have made, barely to
mention the growing eftimation of him in the army, for
fo many years, and in the midft of fo many complicated

. and trying occurrences---the reverence for his chara&er

our enemies themfelves are obliged to exprefs---the hearty
appsobation of his condu& by all ranks in America, and
the teftimony of the wifeft fages in Europe, whoallow him

. Ifa28. 6, ;Io ’ 1' 7‘b 320 22,
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to be one of the brighteft military ornaments of the age.
The improvement of the favour tirat we and our whole land
thould make, is humbly to notice and adore the goodnefs
and wifdom of God, who is at no lofs for an inftrument to
do it, when he hath a great work to perform. He drew
" Mofes from the ark of bulrufhes, to confound Pharaoh’s
ancient court, and deliver his brethren from their hard
bondage. He called Cyrus, his fervant, from the rough
mountains of Perfia, to overthrow the ftrongeft empire in
the world, and reftore the captivity of his people. . And
he hath raifed up his fervant Wathington, one of our bre-
thren, who never faw any country but his own, to hum-
ble a powerful and moft haughty nation, and fave his
country from the chains of flavery. Blefled be his holy

and gracious name, who beftows various ‘gifts to men,

according to the various employments he defigns them
for. He who fitted Mofes for legiflation, and Aaron to
ferve at the altar, infpired Jothua with military gourage and
1kill to command the armies of his people Ifrael.

SERMON IL

VL HE many and remarkable fuccefles of our
forces, particularly thofe of the laft campaign,
exceedingly encreafe our obligations to praife him ¢ who

¢ teacheth their hands to war, and their fingers to.

<« fight,*” His excellency general Wathington, being
happily chofen to the chief command of our army, takes
the field with his little band of undifciplined troops ; and
though they were generally much inferior in number to
. thofe of theenemy, badly accoutred at firft, and frequently
ill fupplied with provifions, cloathing and money; yet

* Plalm 144. 1.

they -
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they bafle the enemy, vanquifh them often, fometimes
take captive whole large armaments, and perfevere in
defending their country amidft many difcouragements:
a virtue this, that will fhine in the annals of America

-throughout all ages. Had we time, and fkill, and mate-

rials fufficient to follow them through their feveral fevere
and almoft incredible marches, their particular fkirmifhes
and general engagements, the draught would correfpond
to the great original, But this will be the bufinefs of
faithful hiftorians and fkilful panegyrifts. Suffice it for
us to touch at fome of the more interefting parts of the
great fcene, to affift in the devotions of the day. ‘

. Lexington and Bunker’s Hill, Long Ifland and White
Plains, the banks of Brandywine and ftreets of German-

. town, Monmouth with Stoney Point, all proclaim to our

enemies, with a voice of thunder, the watchful care of
heaven over America, and theirown folly in expeéling to
make an eafy conqueft of her,

But above all other parts of the whole fcene, the opera-
tions of providence for us in New Jerfey, the latter part of -
the year 1776 and beginning of 1777, deferve the moft pe-
culiar attention. 1n this time our illuftrious general is
a fhining example of ¢ true greatnefs never appearing fo
¢¢ confpicuous as in adverfity.” = Above two thoufand of
his brave troops fell and were taken at fort Wathington,
and the time of the militia and flying camp being expired

together with the fhort enliftment of feveral of his regu-

lar troops, moft of them return home, amd leave the ge-
neral to retreat through the Jerfies with the remains of
his weak and fhattered army, before a ftrong corps of the
purfuing enemy. Yet he conduteth his few fatigued
and naked troops fafe, even in fight of the enemy, crof-
feth the Delaware, and there makes a ftand, till the mili-
tia are once more colle&ed.

Our affairs wear a moft gloomy afpe& at this time, fo

‘gloomy, that the hearts of many begin to tremble for the

fate of our little army and of North America! Bit af-
ter a dark and ftormy nith the morning ftar appears lead-
ing on the approaching clear day ! Our intrepid hero, ata

: junéturc
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jun&ure the fitteft for his purpofe, reerofféthi the Dela-
ware, though floating with ice and fnow, captivates and
brings off more than nine hundred Heflians, Shortly af-
terwards he keepeth the enemy in play at Trenton, until
evening, and whilft they imagined his troops were fcatter-
ed through the country, he marches them to ‘Princeton,
under cover of night, and defeateth the wing of their army
there, the next morning, before the other wing could arrive
from Trenton to their relief. Without lofs of time he
marcheth for and takes poflefion of the heights of Morris,
whilft the vanquithed and difappointed Britons hafte, in
great confternation, for head quarters at Brunfwic, fired
upon and galled by our militia in the way. Here they are
clofed in till the following fpring. Upon all this part of
the fcene are marked the brightqig fignatures of great gene-
ralthip, and the operations of providence in our favour.
And Eere ave may fix the date of our relief ; adate glori~
oufly prefaging the future fucceflesof our arms. ¢¢ © that
‘¢ men would praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his
¢ wonderful works to the children of men.” * .

- The enemy greatly augment their forces by fea and land
for the enfuing campaign ; but by fome ftrange kind of po~
licy, they divide their troops to the north to the fouth
which obligeth us.to divide our little army. This critical
moment invites us once more to behold, with wonder and
raife, the power and care of divine providence for our re-
ief. "'Whilft our enemies make no doubt of fcattering or
fwallowing up our fmall band by a divifion of their vaft ar.
mament, opening a paffage for the jun&ion of their
armies, many of themfelves are flain, many captivated, and
the reft fhut apin Philadelphia, their prifon for feveral
months. Saratoga and Bennington are lafting witnefles of
the bravery of our troops, both regulars and militia, into
whofe hands God delivered a boaftful general with his whole
ftrong army. .

Providence opens to us a bright profpe@, the following
winter, by raifing up for us a powerful and generous ally ;
upon which the ftates drop into a political flumber for ma-

ay

* Pfalm cvii, 14 -
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" ny months, untila ftorm arifing in the fouth awakens them

out of fleep. The capture of Charleftown and defeat of .
Camden alarm our fears afreth, and raife the hopes of our
enemies. When the prudent and brave general Greene ar-
rived to take thecommand of the fouthern army, his regu-

. lar troops were few, the army of the enemy.ftrong, and

fluthed with viGory, the diflaffeted to the American caufe
numerous and violent, and the friends to it grievoufly op-
prefled by many calamities. No place or time, fince the
commencement of the war, opened fo great a fcene of af--
fli&ion ‘as this, or more fully inanifeﬁeﬁ the true fpirit of
valour, of patriotifm, and of piety. The intrepidity and
refolution of our troops to encounter dangers and bear
their fatigues, the courage and perfeverance of patriots
under their diftrefles, and the hopes of good people, can

fcarcely’ be equalled. A gracious God rewarded their

virtue! When their night is at the darkeft, fome morning
rays beam upon them with comfort and hope, The cap-
ture of a large detachment of the enemy at King’s Mount-
ain, and the complete defeat of another large party at Cow-
pens, each much fuperior in number to our troops who
engaged them, open a wide door of relief to the diftrefled
inhabitants, and pave the wa%‘ to all the following fuccefles .
of our arms in the fouth. The gallantry of thofe altions

canriot be fully defcribed, and their falutary effe@s were as -
great as the altions themfelves were glorious. The ftroke

was followed up at Guilford, where the lofs of the cnemy

" was very confiderable. Not to mention the gallantry and

fuccefs of fmaller - parties -during this long campaign, I
fhall only obferve, that the death and captivity of more
than eleven hundred of the Britith forces at Eutaw Springs,
added the greateft laurels to the worthy genéral Greene,

and the corps he commanded. o
This fuccefsful campaign was glorioufly crowned by the
capture of lord Cornwallis, with his whole army, confift-
ing of above fix thoufand regular forces, and feveral thou-
fand of his black aids and Refugees, on the memorable
1gth of laft October, The wifdom with which the expe-
dition to York was planned by his excellency genera)
) C. w aﬁ'xmgton.
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Wathington, in concert with count de Rochambeau, and

the difpatch with which the plan was executed, as well ma- -

nifeft the generals to be poflefled of the fineft military ta-
lents, as the fpecial care of providence for our falvation.
It muft appear obvious to all who will open their eyes to
fee, that all the circumftances concurring to bring to pafs
the great event, clearly difplay the peculiar concern of
heaven init. A feries of themoft délightful weather blefled
our troops, from the beginning of their march until the

conclufion of the important fcene. ‘The fleet and army-

appéar before York in the fame hour. And HE who com~

mands the winds, and the fea; and they obey him, com- -

mands, and- they bring both the French flects into the bay
at the fame time, Again he commands, and they fight

. againft Jord Cornwallis, throwing his troops back into their

~

old prifon, when they vainly attempted to efte& an efcape,
No avenue of éfcape remains for him. The fleet of count
de Grafle renders it impoffible by fea---the pofition of the
allied army wholly prevents it by land. Fhe only alterna-
tive left for him is, to fight or furrender. Fight his way
he could not---fusender he muft, : K

Nor may it pafs unnoticed, how the furious general is
fuffered to drive on to his own ruin, and the ruin of the
king’s troops. Separating his army after the adtion of
Guilford, he leaves part of them a prey to our brave
fouthern_troops, and, by forced marches, perfdtrates far
into the Rtate of Virginia, with the reft, plundering and de-

ﬁroyingh?'rivate property as he went; until a check being -

put to his mad career b& the brave marquis la Fayette and
eneral Wayne, he putheth for, and clofeth bimfelf in the
%pot,- the fitteft he could choofe for his own trap. And
what has this courfer obtained by all his violent deeds ?---
captivity, with the chara@ter of plunderer, robber, and
murderer of mankind. That righteous judgment long
fince denounced againft-men of his character, hath over-
taken him; ¢¢ Evil fhall hunt the violent man to over-
¢¢ throw him. § ”’
O! how great the praifes due to God for our deliver-

ance
§ Pjalm 140. 11. '
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ance from the hands of thofe monlters of iniquity, . fo
eftranged from humanity and juftice | We were as men in
a fleep when God reftored our captivity. ¢ The joy was
¢¢ fo great, it appeared a painted dream.” Surely friends
and foes abroad fhall fay, ¢“The Lord hath done great
s¢ things for them:”” America fhall fay, ¢ I'he Lord
4¢ hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. § ”’

- Rejoice, O Virginia, and be glad; for the Lord hath de-

¥

!

|
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fivered youdfrom the Cornwallifes, the Tarletons, the Sim-
coes, and all the ravagers and deftroyers of your country !
‘Rejoice, North and South Carolina, with little Georgia |
anj all ye flaces in. the union, rejoice! Let the people
praife thee, O God, let all the people praife thee! -
VIlI. Sevetal incidents interfperfed through the fcene, -
which wereoverruled, by a wife providence, in our favour,
though at firft many of them might feem to ftand much
againft us, equally ftain the pride of man, and merit the
moft fenfible returns of praife, - Our own miftakes and the
miftakes of the enemy were the caufes of many prefent af-
flitions; yet were greatly fubfervient. to our general in-
terefts. %he wifdom of God brought good out of evil to
s, and turned our judgments into mercies, The pride and
?elf intereft of their generals, united with the folly of the
Britith councils, operated much in favour of the American
caufe. By feparating their army they obliged us to fepa-
rate ours; by which means our militia are, on many ac-
counts, much more ferviceable to us than they could have

. been, had they been called to affift againft the whole united

fotce; of the enemy. By bribes, and emgloying their
fpies, they parted with their money without obtaining their
obje&t, and with fome of their beft men for fome of the
'moft infamous wretches upon earth. The falvation of
our beloved general and his army from Arnold’s hellifh
plot, and all the coincident providences relating thereto,
deferve to be ,wrote with a pen of iron and the point of a
diamond. I might mention their folly and our advantage,
feveral ways, in the capture of *Statia, and attacking us on

* “the ftrongeft fide at firft, and afterwards on the weakeft,

when the ftates were alarmed and prepased for war. But
§ Pfaim 126. 'P' paffing
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paffing over thofe and fundry other incidents, I fhall only

obferve, ,

That the plan of terror, upon which they .proceeded
_againft us, was a miftake the moft fatal to themfelves, and
moft fubfervient to our caufe. Their cruelties, infolence
and breach of promife were the fprings of many prefent
fufferings to individuals ; but nothing could have a greater
tendency to overthow their own defign. They royfe
the refentment of the ftates, confolidate their confederiti-
on, and arm them with refolution to d themfelves to

the laft extremity. They fix an indelible ftain upon the

Britith court and officers---They draw forth the pity of
other nations towards us, and excite their abhorrence of
thofe hypocrites, who with the mouth of the lamb talk of
mercy, but tear the prey with the teeth of the lion.

In this they have difcovered the true fpirit of tyranny,
which is cruelty and blood when artifice fails. # "And in
this they have openly expofed their ignorance as well of
the word and providence of God, as of the caufes of the

rife and fall of nations, and of the operations of human na- .

ture itfelfl. Had thefe infidels attended duly to thofe means
,of inftru®ion, as the rulers of a nation ought to do they
would have known, that therc is a cup of red wine in the
hand of God for nations that perfift in luxury, infolence,
pride, tyranny and brutal lufts; efpecially for thofe who per»

fift in a8 of.cruelty againft their brethren, or any in theic
wer @

® In cruclty their condult is uniform, whenever tbg’o blind-

& Juppofe it makes for their purpofe. Lord Clive received
sbe thanks of p arliament for fbosting down thoufands of the
ambappy Ea\/l Indians, whem be had placed before the mouths

. of cannon for that very end, that they might be an example
? terror.ta others. One of their dwn celebrated writers up-
raids them for fvmg countenance to fuch an al? of barbarity,
zalling them, it bas driven away more from their intereft sn
abg eafly than the whole inbabitants of North America. }(or
this and’ many other inflances of theiy cruelty and injuflice, the
Lord may now be taking vemgeance of them by the deftruction
of their trade in India, and lopping off America from their

empire,
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power : 1 the very.evils for which they themfelves ate fa-
mous. ‘They would have read in the ftruggles and fuccef-
fes of feveral ftates for their liberty; that infolence, and
oppreffion, inftead of conquering, roufe the fpirit of a free

people. §

But tyrants, often daftardly as well as cruel andignorant,
meafure others by themfelves, and perfift in their vain
hopes of ¢onquett, till ruinwithout remedy overtake them,
and thofe ther ‘opprefs rife vi€torious. ‘o to Britain for
the incorrigiblenefs of her rulers! Joy to Americay ¢ for
¢ the Lord God omnipotent reia:cth, as the avenger of
¢ wiongs !’

.. The lengthening out the war, as well as the cruelty of -
the enemy was grievous on many accounts ; yet, on ma-
ny accounts neceffary for us, It was neceflary to fupprefs
the luxuriance of all the ftates, and give them more tho-
rough and bumbling inftru@®ions. It was neceflary tq
make more full difcoveries of falfe hearted mien, and purge
our land of many traitors. And it was neceflary to hum-
ble our enemies more effectually, and make. the Britith

court

% The ruins'of ancient flates and nations, who fell and
r?e no more, are lafling menuments of divine wrath for
thofe wvery crimes, particularly Tyre and old Babylon, Ifiiah
the 13 and 14 chapters. And in the 1t and 2d chapters of

* Amos you may read an irreverfible doomﬁfronaum'éd agairft Da-

mafcuf, Gaza, Moab, Ammon and Edom, for fuch naticnal

. evils; more efpecially for their cruelty towards thofe in their

power.  Edom is marked out above all the reft, becaufe ¢ He
<< purfued his brother Facob with the fword, did caft off all
<€ pity, and kept his anger forever,” for which God threat-
ens to caft bim off forever from being a nation. Auwos i. 11.
compared with Obadiah verfe 30. The Britifh court might
read thofe judgements with trembling equal to that which /ijl
ed gelj azxary when ke read the band writirg upon the
wall. :

§ OFf this the united flates of Holland and cantons of Swit-
zerland have been eminent inflances, as America isat this day.

Why do not men of letters, men at the bead of a natson, read,
and learny and fear ? :
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court plunge themfelves into ftill deeper ruins. Qur troops,
weak as they were, compared with the enemy, had fre-
quently a fair profpect of ftriking them a fatal blow, and
bringing the war to a fpeedy crifis; but were as frequent-
ly grevented by fome unforefeen incidenis, God faid at
each ot thofe ocgafions, this is not the time ! This has of-
ten fuggefted to me the import of David’s pathetic prayer,
¢¢ Slay “them not, left my people forget, fcatter them
¢ by thy power; and bring them down, O Lord our
. lbiJ:i.” + We are apt to forget the mercies which coft

us litde: but we proJb the more, and hold the fafter,
thofe which coft us dear. God did not fubdue our ene-

mies fooner left we thould negle& our deliverer, and for-~ )

get his mercies ; but he fcattered them through the ftates,
and gradually brought them down, till the fitteft time came
to deliver a general of the firft rank with his whole army
into our hands---A time when the faith and patience of
+:his people were thoroughly tried---A time the moft hu-
miliating to the Britifh court and their boaftful general---A
time wl% '
ed governors to the fouthern ftate§, and general Cornwallis
waited his commiffion to take the place of general Clin-
ton! ¢ Whofo is wife and will obferve thofe things even
¢¢ they thall underftand the loving kindnefs of ths Lord.” #
for they thall fee ‘¢ The hand of the Lord made known
¢¢ towards his friends, and his indignation towards hisene-
¢ mies.”’ § T

Our own miftakes, as well as thofe of the enemy, added .

much to our affli¢tion ; yet were they overruled by a gra-

cious providence for our good, the non importation agree-

ment, and not raifing a fufficient army to ferve during the

. war, inftead of producing the falutary effets expeéted from .

them, -fubjeted our-army to many difficulties, and en-

_ creafed the burdens of the people,  Yet by the former a
fpirit of induftry was promoted, and military fkill by the

latter, each of which are exceedingly ufeful for a young

naton. T'hefe united, are a ftrong’ proof of our fimple

honefty, and ferve to convince the world that independ-

ence

+ Pfum lix, 31, * Pfalm cvii. 43§ {faiab vi. 14.
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ence was not our aim, till we were forced into the meafure.

By far the moft hurtful of all our miftakes refpected our
bills of credit, the management of which, from firft o laft,
together with the .confequences thereof, afford many in~
ftrucions, as well political as moral, and lay a ground for
much humiliation. It is certain that it fell as a heavy
ftroke updn multitudes of the honeft, and many of them the

. moft helplefs part of the community, fuch as widows, or-

phans, annuitants, weakly and aged perfons, ‘with others

who lived on the intereft of their money, &c. .

* It gave the deépeft ftab to public credit, which ought ever
to’ be preferved inviolate for the peace and profperity of a
nation. It greatly affe@ed our public funds and feminaries,
to.the no fmall injury of the nation; and would have dif-
folved our army, had it not been for their own inimitable
virtue. 1t was the greateft incitement to faming and va-
nity, and opened the wideft door to fraud and injuftice,
whiclll had a moft pernicious influence on the morals of the
people. , v =

For thefe, with other reafons, I cannot but look upon
our condué, with regard ‘to the currency, 'as involvin
much national guilt, which undoubtedly requireth mucE
national humiliation. L

"The falts are fo notorious, that they cannot be hid, how
willing fo ever we might be to draw an ¢ ternal veil over
them, if we could, and could do it confifiently with duty.
Sorry am I to fay any thing which might damp the joys of

» thisday ; butinour guilty world we muft often mingle'tears

with our joys. This day, my brethren, we are called to
rejoice ; but let us” ¢‘rejoice with trembling;’+ for we

"have to deal with a holy and jealous God, who, though he

pardon the offences of his people, ?'et may he, by one
means or other, take ¢ vengeance of their inventions,” §
I cannot rejoice that the public debt is paid at the expence
of fo many innocent fufferers. 1 rather lament their
calamity. -

But 1 do _rejoice, and we all ought to rejoice, that

‘however various outward difpenfations may be, the divine

promife,
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promife, that «all things fhall work togethér for good to
¢¢ them that love God,”* is invariable: therefore he
will make up the loffes of pious fufferers: or if he with-
held temporal bleffings he will give that which is much
better, fpiritaal mercies in the rooin of them. We
ought to rejoice that friends to our common caufe, even
thofe of them who fuffered moft by the depredhtion, in-
ftead of ftumbling at the caufe on that account, they al-
ways rejoiced when they heard any thing in favour of it.
And it 1s matter of joy that, when the money muft fink,
how different foever the opinions and prattices of the
multitude had been about it, it receives its funeral, as it
were, by cominon confent, N
We ought to rejoice, that the idol to which many paid
their devotion, is thrown down; for, in its operation
upon their minds and pra&ices, it afforded the fulleft de-
monftration of the truth of that infpired fentence, ¢¢ The
< love of money is the root of all evil. ” || Like the
dropfy, it was a continual growing evil; the more the
uantity encreafed, the more the thirft for it encreafed.
nd had it been poflible to give them, and had they re-
‘ceived, according to their with, 2 filver dollar for ever{{
Ppaper one, it would have been a wide inlet to the highe
degrees of luxury, pride, vanity, diffipation, and.all the
abominations that ever debauched and deftroyed any
flate; confequently it would have entirely banifhed lie

berty from our land, the great obje& for which we have

fpent much blood and treafure.
* We have reafon to rejoice, that the hopes of our ene-
mies, from the depreciation of the money, are wholly
. fraftrated. 1t was a fcheme at firft invented and exes
cuted by the friends of Britith government, to fink us.
But he who bringeth the counfels of the wicked 'to
nought, holdeth up to them the deftru@ion of our mo-
ney as paying our national debt; while Britain, in addi-

tion to all their former immenfe debt, is immerfed ina .

fum of more than feventy millions, in order to fupp%rt
the

® Rom.8.28. || 1 Tim, 6. 10.
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the war againft us; an object this, too painful for their
vitiated eyes to look at..

Above all; we have reafon to rejoice in the difplay of
his abfolute power and glory, who ¢doth according to
<< his will in the army of heaven, and among the inha-~
¢« bitants of the earth: and none can ftay his hand, or fay
¢¢ unto him, What doft thou? ”# After he had enabled
us, by means of our paper currency, to fupport the war
againft Britain for fix years, he called it Nebufbtan, as

Hezekiah called the brazen ferpent, i{.e. NOTHING; no-
thing but.mere brafs ! Our money was nothing but de-
preciated ftamped papery worfe than brafs. With no-

- thing, or a thing of little or no value, the Lord con-

founded the councils, and baffled all the power of Britain |
¢« O fing unto the Lord a new fong; for he hath done
« marvellous things: his right hand and his holy arm

- ¢ hath gotten him'the victory.” §

Finally, it deferves a péculiar note, that when the pa-
per currency mutt fink, a kind providence hath, far bes
yond our expeflations, furnifhed a lafting medium in
lieu of it. The money of the Freach ¢roops and Englifh
prifoners circulate through the ftates, Our merchants,
efpecially fince the capture of *Statia, have imported con=
fiderable fums, Qur foreign loans have come fafe into
port. And the lap of plenty hath poured forth her
riches to us. Never did our fields produce in fuch
abundance as in the prefent year. <O give thanks unto
¢ the Lord; call upon his name ; make known his deeds

' ¢ among the people.”}{ His unmerited and needed

bounties have greatly encreafed our obligations; But,
alas | we are more fenfible of our temporal wants than of
God’s mercies, and more prone to murmur than to praife.

Let us beware, my brethren, 'left our ingratitude and
impenitence provoke him to change our profperous ftate
into mifery. He can eafily fhut up our perts. Scotch.
ing heats and withering frofts, blafting and miMdew, or
his armies raifed from the earth, may foon darken oy

fairett profpeéts, The canker worm, the catterpillar apg

D : t
*Dan.3, 35. $§Plaimg8.1. 4 .?’falm 10§. I.
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the locuft, weak as they are, are the terrible minifters of

God’s vengeance. Let gratitude and repentance mark
our condu&; then “fhall the Lord give that which is

¢good, and our land fhall yield her increafe.” § << And-

<tye fhall eat in plenty and be fatisfied, and praife the
< name of the Lord your God, that hath dealt wondere
¢ oufly with you, and fhall never be athamed. ”’ #

VIII. The glorious profpe&s opened to us and to our
poiterity, by our fucceffes. and the manner in which they
have been obtained, lay us under the fweeteit and moft
powerful obligations to praife the Lord. Thefe are no
‘lefs than as full, and pure, and uninterrupted an enjoyment
of the bleffings of the gofpe] and of this life, as any na-
tion upon earth has ever been favoured with, perhaps
much more fo.. ‘ :

I have never entertained. the leaft doubt of the juﬁhefs :

of our caufe, or of our fuccefs in pleadingit.+ Yet I ne-

ver

§1X}alm85. 12. * Foel 2. 26. ,

+ My bopes of fuceefs and of future glorious days to Ame-
rica were founded wpon the following arguments: = . .

1/}, Britain aﬁ):’ared to me to have all the marks of a na-
tion to bé funk low, and America of one to be raifed high.
They, like all nations that have paffed their zenith, appear
to be finking faft downwards again---they are old and incor-
rigible in national vices of the worf? kind; vices of fo high
aggravation as indicate the [peedy approach of divine judge-
ments. There is every reafon to conclude, from the teftimony

of their own ableff writers, and many undeniable falts, that

tuated and debauched than any in Eurspe, notwithfian
their fuperior: advantages for knowledge and virtue. Bur
God, ‘as is bis ufual way with young nations, bas treated,
and be will treat usy as we do our children. We correlt
them, yet nurfe and raife them up to maturity. - He bas
taught us by many favours, and by the rod. ~Never did
a nation make fuch rapid progrefs in the fame [pace of time, in
numbers, firength, glory, and valuable improvements of every
kindy as America bas th [fince its fir? fettlement. .

zheir fovereign, their court, and their nobility, are more itz‘ -
Bop

L]
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ver expe&ted our deliverance, either fo foon or fo-eafily,
as many hoped for. You know I have fre uently told
‘you it was my opinion,.that Britain woul proceed to
the utmoft ftrétch of her power, and that I fhould not at
all be difappointed to hear of the enemy’s poffefling them-
felves of all our chief towns, and making the principal
P@ts in all the ftates feel, for a time, the effe@s of their
barbarity. I faw a great revolution was about to take
place; I therefore expeéted a great confli®: for no great
things were ever done, or great events brought to pafs,
without a great ftruggle for them. It is uniformly the
condudt of divine providence, as well to nations as to
o individuals,

2d.  The remarkable manner in which America was at 7/?

. “planted by the brave New England adventurers, who, flying

Srom tyranny civil and ecclefiaflic, chofe to rifque the dangers of
the beafls and favages of the gila’km:ﬁ, rather than continue

. under their hated chains. In them Jeemed to be eminently and
even Iit:raf;:/ulﬁlled that przbe'q Rev. 12,6, 14 < And the

.

¢ woman fled into the wi ‘e/}, where fbe hed a place
s¢ prepared of God, that they fhould feed ber there. Andto the
“¢ woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that fbe
¢ might fiy into the wildernefs, into ber place”” And per-
haps America may yet be a refuge to many European faints
Jrom the dreadfid florm, when (gz’ad Joall caft down thranes,
and deluge Eurgpe with blagd, to prepare the way for the
promiﬁgflory of the latter days. . .

3d. The operations of providence united with predictions of -

" the g”/i’d/binir% as lightngng from the eaft to the wefl. From

Afait fiewto Europe, from Europe over to the wilds of Ame-
yica. And fweraloq’}' ’£eir able and pious divines have given
it as their opiniony that the gofpel was about t¢ take jts de~

- parture from them, and [ettle down in Americg.

4th. The firongeft of all my reafons was the everlafiin
promife of God t/:eg Fatbz; to bis ca-eq}{al Son, Pf. 2.8, <A/
$¢ of me, and 1 jhail give the Heatben for thine inberitances
¢ and the uttem;ﬂ parts of the e or thy poffeffion.”
O America, a land of promife ! glory bave ber habitatian
in yau. Happy fball it be to bave a place amang your fans and
your daughters! .
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indivi.dua!s, to Jay them low in order to raife them high,

God choofes his people’s extremity as his opportunity to -

grant them relief, to teach them that his own arm works
their falvation, and cut off all ground of boafting from the
creature, _A notable inftance of this we have at the en-
trance of Ifrael into the promifed land. Jericho fell with-
out the ftroke of a fword; yet were they chafed #d
fmitten down by the men of the next city they.approached.
A moft difcouraging circumftance to thofe who had many
- ftrong nations to encounter. W hen they had purged out
the accurfed thing from among them, they eafily obtain

a complete viGtory im their next attack; and God gives |

them the troubled, but rich valley of Achor, as a fure
pledge of all their future viGories, and quiet poffeflion of
. the promifed reft. In allufion to this is that encouraging
promife to his diftrefled people, when aflicted and fcat-
tered among the nations: $$I will allure her and bring
¢ her into the wildernefs, and fpeak comfortably unto
% her, And I will give her her vineyards from thence
¢ and the valley of ‘Achor for a door of hope;; And fhe
¢¢ fhall fing ther® as in the days of her youth, as in the
€< days when fhe came up out of the land Egypt.”§ i.e,
They fhould be reduced to a diftrefsful and helplefs con-
dition, 'fimilar to that in which they were when they
came from the houfe of bondage to Canazn ; but in their
defclate and afflicted ftate, he would appear to their joy,
and begin to effe& their relief, as an earneft of their fu.
ture complete falvation. <

Thus did God deal with us: After we had been
brought exceeding -low, he granted fuccefs to our arms,
firft in New Jerfey, and afterwards in the Carolinas, ina
manner {o remarkable, as to be a pledge of our fucceeding
vittories, and of the glorious profpecls of years and ages
to come! - The rankeft deift “can fcarcely deny the band-
of Providence in our fuccefles, and the wide door of hope
they open to America. '

Look forward, Americans!' and behold your families
quietly enjoying the fruits of their own labours, ¢ 'I('g:{

S Hofo 2 345 35 ’
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#¢ {hall not build and others inhabit ; they fhall not'plant,
¢¢ and another eat:”> Every one fhall it fafe *¢ under his
¢¢ yine and fig tree!”” Behold your towns mart, of nati-
ons, and your ftreams floating with merchandiie uninter-
rupted !—Behold the wildernefs cultivated, and the banks
of your numerous lakes and rivers adorned with thriving
cities and trading towns | —Look forward and behold the
baunts of favages and beafts of prey become feats ot the
churches and worLip of Chrift] '¢¢ The wildernefs and
8¢ folitary place fhall be glad for them ; and the defart fhall
¢ rejoice, and bloflom as the rofe, It fhall bloffom abun-
¢¢ dantly, and rejoice with joy and finging; the glory of
¢¢ Lebanon fhall be given ynto it, the excellency of ‘Car-
¢¢ mel and Sharon: They fhall fee the glory of the Lord,

<< and the excellency of our God---and the parchedground ~

¢¢ fhall become a pool, and the thirfty land fprings of wa-

. $¢ ter---Arife, fhine, for thy light is come, and the glory of

¢¢ the Lord is rifen upon thee---and the gentiles fhall come
¢¢ to thy light, and kings to the brightnefs of; thy rifing.
$¢ They fhall fly as a cloud, and as doves to their windows.
¢ For thy god willmake thee an eternzls.xcellency, a joy of
¢ many generations.” * For the forementioned and fimi-
Jar reafons which 1 cannot take time to enlarge upon, I
firmly believe America fhall be a glorious empire, abound-
ing in all the bleflings of the gofpel, and of this life, and

. that our prefent ftruggles fhall prepare the waK1 for that

glory. Nor is it at all improbable, that many (hall come

ftom the eaft to the brightnefs of her rifing. or that the

enlightning and quickning gofpel of Chrift fhall proceed
from us, Es life ?rom t.heg dgadpte; the nations thgt ¢ fit in
¢¢ darknefs and in the thadow of death,”” ¢¢ O give thanlgs
$¢ unto the Lord, make known his deeds among the nati-
¢¢ ons; fing unto him, fing pfalms unto him, talk ye of all
*¢ his marvellous works. Glory in his holy name: Let
<< the heart of them rejoice that feek the Lord.” § Sing
and give thanks O Trenton and Princeton ; for ye are our
yalley of Achor, in which Ged firft opened to us a,du;;

® I35 1,247, And 60y Jyeme-35-=-85-==15
i) PﬁZa 105 Iy 3 3. t9
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of hope, and caufed us to fing as in the days of youth!
God blefs you and caufe your fprings to fend forth their
falutary ftreams, to refrelh his weary heritage! Give
thanks to the Lord, and rejoice, O Saratoga with Ben-
nington, King’s Mountain with Cowpens and- Eutaw
Springs; for in you hath he opened -to us a wide'door of
hope! God make your ficlds as Sharon, and your defarts
bloflom as the rofe! Sing unto the Lord, York with Glou>
cefter, and talk ye of all his marvellous works; for you
hath he given to all the ftates as the largelt door of hope{
May he that fitteth between the cherubims fix his temple
in you, and make you:a flourithing mart of nations! Let
the heart of every one rejoice that feeks the Lord ; for he
is taking his ufual fteps to prepare the way for the coming
of the kingdom of Chrift, ¢¢ whefe kingdom is everlafting,
¢¢ and ot whofe dominion there fhall be no end.”” And let
all our confederate ftates, as with one heart and one yojce,
unite in the tranfporting fong! '
IX. From the preceding arguments, I hope, it will eafily
appear to every one who is willing to fée, how ftrong and
‘numerous are the Wligations upon all the ftates to unite in
praife to our God. His favours to the whole are great
' and marvellous; and our retyrns of Eratitudc' fhould be
hearty and unanimous,' It has been the practice of good
people, in all ages, to aflemble together for humiliation, or
praife, as the providence of God might require. § V\gl;;
It ought to be one of our notes of praife this day, that

Gag bas pft it into the ba{;rts of our ££Izyfangreﬁ to take
motice of the propriety of this, and recommend to the flates to
obey the woice :f providence by bumiliation, or thank[giving,
as it might f[peak to us in judgments or mercy. Thus did the
pious rulers of the Fews as well as the prophets; and we
ought to follow the footfleps of the flack. -They bad fumdry
public days of thank[giving Jor public merciesy ard_ of hums-
liation for fublic Judgments.” They obferved four public fafls in
the year, during their feventyyears captivity, as appears from
- the feventh and eighth chapters of Zechariah. The fpirst of
the duty was indecd neglected by the body of that nation, wb:,
‘ , . y
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God opened a path for his people Ifrael through the fea,
and, caufing the waters to return, overwhelmed their
enemies ; ¢ then fang Moles and the children of lfrael
<¢ this fong unto the Lord, | will fing unto the Lord,
¢ for he hath triumphed glotioufly; the hcrfe and
« his rider hath he thrown into the fea. The lord
¢ is my ftrength and fong, and he is become my falvation:
¢¢ He is my.Gqd, and 1 will prepare him"an habitation ;
$¢ my fathers Gad, and L will exalt him.---Thy right-
¢¢ hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power: thy right
¢¢ hand, O Lord, hath dafhed in pieces the enemy,---

"¢« Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods?

¢¢ who is like unto thee, glorious in holinefs, fearful in
s¢ praifes, doing .wonders?” § May the fpirit of this
fong be written in our hearts by the Holy Ghoft fent
down from heaven. And when the children of Ifrael
obtained a complete viory over the army of the Phi-
liftines, a perpetual memorial of it was ereCted in ho-
nour to their great deliverer. ¢ Then: Samuel took a
¢¢ ftone, and fet it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called
¢ the name of it Ebeneczery faying,*Hitherto hath the
¢¢ Lord helped us.”* May we be enabled this day to
fet up our Ebenezer, and call upon the name of the Lord,
in confidence that he whe hath hitherto helped us, will
yet help us, o : .

Nature’s light, as well as divine teftimony, teacheth the
propriety of public praifes for public mercies, as appear«
eth from the pra&ice of all nations, in all ages. What-

name
by perfifiing in their fins, made their bearts as an adamant

one, as 1 fear is the cafe with a great majority amongft us.
"/2’?':: were the duties of fpecial ufe to them, as 1 bope tbegﬂbaw
7l

been to us, as they qfi/ ed good people, and done public honour
to their Ged, unto whom their prayers and prai/g.t afcended as
precious odoursy keing perfumed with the intercffion Z‘ Fefus
Chrift.  The bumiliation and faithful prayers of a felecd few,
rather than a general reformation, was the firft means of the
deliverance of the Fews, as I belicve they have been and will
be means of ours. : ’
Exodus xv. 1. 2, 6. 11.

® 1 Samuel vii. 12, Ebenczer, a ftone of help,
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name then do they deferve, who, through a careleflnefs
about, a difrelith for, or contempt of the duty, refufe to
caft their mite into the public rejoicings of God’s people ?
Or thofe who pay no attention to the fpirit of the duty,
though they may mix with the public aflemblies? They
deferve nota name among chriftians of any name, be their
¥ofeﬁion ‘what it may, nor even among rational creatures.
he pfalmift defcribeth them by their true ghara&ter, <« O
¢¢ Lord how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are
¢¢ very deep.” A brutith man knoweth not; fools under-
¢¢ ftand not this.”” * Brutes and fools are their names,
and with thefe are they fitteft to affociate. :
Our reafons for praife are great and many, and forry [
am, that there {hould be any diffonant chords to marr the
harmony. . But this muft be expe&ed, while fin is fin, and
* prevails in our guilty world. Thofe will not unite in the
exalted duties of this day, whofe tempers are affimilated
to the tyrants themfelves, and fecretly wifh for the fuccefs
of their arms. Nor thofe who pour’ out imprecations on
Congrefs, governors, aflemblies, and councils, becaufe
the hopes of their Yains in fueking the vitals of their coun=
try are over. And their notes are moft unluitable to the
fweet exercifes of praife; who like the unbelieving Ifraelites
in the wildernefs, continually murmur at the ftate of our
affairs, and diftruft the falvation of God ; inftead of re-
* penting for their figs, and imprefling. their. hearts with the
glory of the divine'government, and the many undeferved
favours of beaven to us, As unfuitable to unite with the

ure choir of fingers are they, who only exprefs their joys

m Bacchanalian routs, mingling their notes with tie fongs
of drunkards. ¢¢ Wo unto them---the harp and the viol,
¢¢ the tabret and the pipe, and wine are in their feafls 5
¢¢ but they regard not the werk of the Lord, neither con«
s¢ fider the operation of his hands.”” § And laftly they
will not offer the tribute due to their great benefalory
who, though they may call themfelves whigs, and aflume

any religious name whatfoever; yet, are Yo-fullen and un- |

godly in their temper, that they will not meet for worthi
o : wi
» Pﬁbﬂ 92. 5, 6’ § I[ﬂiﬂb ‘I 11, 12,
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with their brethren on days of humiliation and thankfgiv-
ing, and feldom at any other time, 1 fkould not fcruple
to aflert, that they ufurp the nzme of whig, as well as
that of chriftian. “They are ¢ fpots” in th- focieties of
. chriftians, ¢ clouds without rain, and wells without wa-
¢¢ter.”” ] cannot efteem thim a whit better thun'the vil-
eft mortal ae'ft, whele language is, ¢¢ let us eat «nd drink
< ‘for. tomorrow we die.”” Let their temper and the tém-
per of their brethren, above defcribed, prevail in our lind,
then, tarewel liberty | farewel all ye fweets of our painful:
firuggles with Britain ! our own chain will bind us faft.
_But although the bafe tribe now mentioned, and thofe
of fimilar charz&ers, will not praife the Loid; yet a
" gdodly dumber in all the flates will, and ] rejoice that
.they have. fo glorious a call to the duty. Pious perfons
. will try to enter inio the fpirit of praife; for grace has
.mplanted in their hearts the pureft principles of patri-
otifm and of gratitude. Tthe virtuous, who have engaged
in the caufe of their country from principle, though they
be not pious, will attempt the duty from the ccmmon
fentiments of gratitude; which, as wéll as common hu-
miliations, are very neceflary and ufeful, as means to re-
"move outward judgments from a nation, and obtain for
.them the common favours of providence, ’
. My brethren, let me befeech your moft pious attenti-
on to the things you have heard, and to frame your cone
-du& accordingly, You have long been addrefled by the
. politicians of the day, as citizens; 1 now addrefs you
'Z-vpgm the fame topics, as Chriftians and profeffors of the
(zeligion of Jefus Chrift. The caufe of America is the
{caufe of Chrift; and as fuch I wifh to intereft you more -
!keply in it, by drawing you to a more full and religious
Elmpmycmgnt of his providences towards us as a nation.
; In this view repentance and gratitude are among the
~ chief improvements required of us. Thefe are precious
 fifter graces, which harmonioufly unite with each other 3
* and fo infeparable is their conne&ion, that the more you

alfo.
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alfo. We have many great natiomal mercies to praife him

for, and muny atrocious national fins to be humbled for.
" Our finning with an high hand under abounding judgments,
and our ingratitule upder abounding mercies, are very

humbling confiderations. ~ But although we lave many pre- -

fent and marve:lous mercies to praife God for,  and have
the ftrongeft gr wunds of hope for alarge addition to them ;
yet let us not be high minded, but fear. If we fhall drop
into a political fleep, or political diftra&ions, ahd not du-
ly improve the advantages granted to us; or if we fhall
perfift in our fins, notwithftanding al} our calls to repen-
tance, our calamities may be renewed and prolonged.
Ifrael fpent forty tedious years in the wildernefs for their
provocations, before they attained to the promf¥ed reft,
which was a journey but of a few days. And many of
their carcafes fell in the defart for their diftruft of God’s
falvation, for their murmuring, and their hardening their
hearts againft the voice of his providence and grace. Let
us beware left any of us ¢ fall after the fams example of
¢ unbelief.”” If we want our tranquility foon, let us
foon break off froml our iniquities by repentancel If we
want our God to come for our compleat falvation, and
- -¢¢ make no tarrying,” let us ¢ make hafte, and not de-
¢¢ lay to keephis commandments.”. Let our murmurings
be fpeedily turned into thankfgivings, and our complaints
into praifes ; then fhall the Lord coms quickly to blefs us

with all the fmiles of his providence and grace. ¢ O that

¢ my people had hearkened unto me, and kfrael had walk-

< ed'in my ways! I fhould (oon have fubdued their epe-

** mies, and turned my hand againft their adverfaries: - He
¢ fhould have fed them alfo with the fineft of the wheat,
¢¢ and with the honey out of the rock fhould 1 have fatis-
t fied thee.”” | But though many fhould fall for their {s,
they who truft the falvation of-God, have feen the dawn-
ings of it, they fhall fee it mare fully, and their pofterity

fhall enjoy it in all its fullnefs. For all thefe favours let us -
harmonioufly unite in the praifes of our God! And may

all the people, every where, unite in the fame blefled notes !

Praife
P/&lm b‘XXL ’3' I4-v 160 ‘
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Praife him, all ye worthy patriots, who have borne the
burden and heat of the day ; for ye begin to fee the fruits
of your long and painful labours for your country’s fake! -

. Praife him, all ye champions of the field, who have ex-

pofed yourfelves to nakednefs, hunger, and poverty, to
winters colds and fummers heats, to every fatigue and
every danger, in defence df your country; for ye fhall
wear the laurels and reap the fruits of all your toils!
Praife him, all ye faithful minifters of the altar, who de-
fpifing .court ambition and court luxury, have faithfully
prayed, preached, and warned the people; for ye fhall
ferve your God and your generation, agreeable to his
word and your cenfciences, without fear of the halter or
the fagh't ! Praife him, all ye fteady follawers of the
Lamb, who love and ftand faft in the liberty wherewith
Chrift hath made you free; for the blefled profpe&t of
your liberty in its fulleft extent begins to dawn upon
you! Praife him all ye laborious hufbandmen, who
have toiled upon your farms and in the field of war; for
¢ yc fhall build houfes, and inhabit them; ye fhall plant
< vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.” . Praife him,
all ye careful merchants, for the blooming profpe&s of
free ports and uninterrupted trade. Praife him, all ye
honefthearted friends to America of every clafs who

- have ventured your ALL in defence of your liberty; for

your feared and hated chains begin to drop off !, Praife
him, ye people of every rank and condition in life, both
old and young, high and low, rich and poor; for thc
heavans plead your common’ caufe !l Praife him, all ye
faithful confederate flates, from Maffachufetts to Georgia;
for ¢¢ ye thill beat your iwords into plough fhares, and
¢ your fpears into pruning hooks!” From north to
fouth, from the Atlantic to the Weftern ocean let all
North America praife the Lord ; for he is about to make
you a large and glorious empire, founded upon the bafis
of liberty, and flourithing in all the bleflings of this life,

fhall import the merchandife of

SaVioor Jefus Chrift !
. every
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every nation, and export your produée to every market,

And with your produce the enlarging privileges of the

ofpel may be tranfmitted to many nations that fit in
ﬁarknefs, to proclaim liberty to thufe captives, and the
opening of the prifon doors to thofe who have been long
bound in chains of ignorance and error, ¢ LrT THE
<« pEOPLE PRAISE THEE, O Gop, LET ALL THE

<« proPLE PRAISE THEER!” Then fhall the earth yield -

<« h ¢ increafe, and God, even our God, fhall blefs s,

¢ God fhall blefs us, and all the ends of the earth fhall:

¢ fe“ himo”'
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