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Paavm xlit, 11,

b)art thou caft down, O my festl! and why

14

ars thou Jz}’qm’eted within me ? Hope thou in
- God: for I fball yet praife bim whe is the
| baalsh of my counienance and my God. -

INISTERS are by office the fons
both of thunder and confolation; and

he great art and fecreg of preaching confifts

‘b dividing the word of truth aright, in give-
|ing every one in due feafon, in roufing the
fecure, and fpeaking comfortable words to
the uneafy. Our fermons muft have balm
10 heal, as wel! us be like fharp {pears to
~und. ¥t is of dangerous coniequence to
iw.. Jricate upon the goodnefs and promifes
o A 2
1
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of Fod, to the exc] ufion of his terrours and

fqually pernicigus.go sddwell. always upan big
jeitice, without opening the trealures of his
Joe. Wemutt endeavour to Intermix ¢

Jubjeéts, and addrefs both the feg:s and hopes
of faints and {inners. With this view, 1 haye
lately reprefented the Civine defertion gpg
terrours, and chofe thefe vords for the fuopor
of fuch as are diftracted or uneafy, Apdie
is verv happy that the fame perion, I megy

i ¢ 5 ) |

i eminently doth this perfeCion belong to God,

izt our Saviour, who was In the bofom of
the Father, and hath revealed him to us, te]]y

’ =

B &, “there is nope good, but one, ther s

B 65" none effentially, none originally, none
§ #ually good. Angd had not thefe words
W been written in ouy Bible, the word of God,
| # might have read them upon his works,
N o is good, and doeth good continually,
§ Why then doft thoy doubt, O thou of i ]e
David, fhoptd furnifh me beth With'his foay B Bith ? ‘Why art thou caft down, O my foult
and his hopes, that ‘he who fele the sy Why dott thoy defpair of mercy, furrounded
6f God flick fatt i him, thould here encey, § with ten thoufand inftances ofit? Doft thou
A ' i ot fee;, O my foul, "thar God ;. good to;

05 rich in mercy to afl thar ey upon him,:

-

Yage himfelf *in Gad, as the health of pis ‘
tountenance,” and chide hig ‘own defpairing §

thoughts pnder- his -abfence from the fanc.

tuary, and the withdraw of’ God’s gracious §
“prefence, ¢ Why art thou caft down Omy §

Aooll and why are hoy "?"i’ﬁfiéiéf iathin |

ne? Hope thoy ip God: for ¥ il yer
Sk 9 ) L ’ 5

¢

bk abroad, my foul, and reag tire lectures
of his goodnefs all argund thee, ‘Look up
’Vbthe H¢avcn'8,' and fee how it reaches the
“Hovds ;' fee the radiant marks of his goodnefs
R mail his, ftarry works: fee v in the fun, and
| gondider 1har but as a {hadow of hig effencial
¢ B foodnefs ; fee: it above the firmament, and
+ Wl ‘inder the firmament;; fee it T the deep, and
~ § mak how the earth is « fuly of the riches
O it 3" fee how jp makes the hilss rejoice,
Jnd the vallies fng.” Afk the beafts, ang
| they fhall tel) thee ; all nature, mute and

Momb as it js, fllently whifpers it, that God
y % ¥God of goodnefs: hejs ¢ good to men
Pd 1 beafts ; he 15 good to the upright
d to the unjuft, Ang wilt thou, my fHu)!

Qxcept thyfeli from the influence of his gooud-

- Firft, When tempted to defpair of Gody §
mercy, and to fip] under the weight of our §
tials, let us erect our hopes unot: the effen.
tial ‘goodnefs’ of Als nature. In ki word,
“ he paffeth by, and proclaims himyIf, the
Yord, the [ ord God, merciful and gracious,
Now 1o anger, abundant jp goodnefs, par on- ;
g iniquity, tranfgreffion and fin,” Yea, 9
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ne ? Wilt thou refufe comfort, und Jett
hopes fink, when others fing of divine [ove

and mercy ? No! my foul, * Hope thov, ir §
If thele R
natura! marks and evidences of his kind pro. |
penfity cannot fupport thy hopes, look upon §
the great gift of his Soz; fee how e laved |

God, for 1 thall yet praife him.”

the world, when he g;;wq his only begoitcg

fbn, that \_gyhk)foe\?éx; b@?i?V@;th in him miagl}g.
not perith. . ]s not this a fupetlative inftance |
of his love ta man 7 Is it poflible he thould

give a greater?. Did he not love his fon, and
did he not love thee i giving this fon tp

thee. *¢ Hope in God, my foul! he ﬂﬁ:
pared not his own. fon, how thall he. not with §

gim freely give thee all things.” 'If, when

¢ we were enemies we :were rcconciled tp

wrath, through him.” -~ v 7 0 o B
v | ‘ - Wbefore a boly God! what thall I anfwur when

ButIam apprehet'lﬁ\zc, that all we can fay W ic rifes up to judge me!” This will be the

of the goodnefs of God will be of no relief to
a wounded confcience, unlefs we can remove

Here the awakened finner, or the deferted
faint, will fix his eye. Here lies the fore; it
1s this that pains the heart, and holds the
eyes waking; this is a continual fource of
fear and jealoufy. ¢ I know God is good;

it is not in my power to queftior a teuth,

that every where ftarts up befure my eyed.

g natural langua
. H, | ¥ | therefore add,
the obje@ions from his jufice and bolineft. JY ! . |
R Secondly, That we huft fupport car hopes
@ 'pon the p.r/ici fatisfaction of Christ. “ Why
f it thou caft down, O my foul! “ pe thou
# % God. Ler Chtift be in you we hope of
B ilory. Hz is the hope ‘fet before you,”
B Lok unon him as your ranfom. What if
8 thy fins, my foul, be as crimfon and fearlet;

( 7 )

thefe are only marks of his temp.-ml
 poodnefs, which, with many, extends rot be-

fond the grave. God may pour ou  his
evidential favours upon many here, upon

| whom he will pour onut the vials of his wra h
{ hereafter : for thougsh he be geod, he is alfo
i #f. His name is holy and reverend, as it is
¥ merciful and gracious. He is a moral go-
B ternour, as well as a beneficent being; and
 mift have a regard for his own laws. Thefe
& Yhave broken, and incurred the feverett pe-
@ uliies thereto annexed; yea, have been a
@ iery heinous finner: I fee myfelf vile by
f waturz; I am full of corruption within; and
) & for my actual fins, they cannot be num-
B bered ; they have grown up cver my head,
€s, ¢ o M 1harden too heavy, and muft fink me into
(od, by the death of his fon, much moe B
peing reconciled, we fhall be faved from

hell; they are fuch mourtains as no flood of

.

& tears can walh down: My repentance can be

no fufficient atomement. ! how can [ ftand

]

ge of a fpirit deeply wounded,




the blood of Jefus Chuift cleanfeth from ol R s reccived it in his, and quenched the thirf}

fin. See howred! fee t}OW ﬂCh!. feﬁho_q‘ o it with his own blood ? The very jultice

full of cleanfing virtue, it is! This red oy |
#

full ol cif ’ It nis | 4 God is now thy advocate and frierd : He
fhall drown'all thine enemies ; this.founty ¥ gould be unjuft and unrighteous, thould he
fhall cover even mountains of guilt. . They

\ , - Theg B uact that punifhment of thee, my foul,which
Jookeft to thy tears, that they want wathings B has-already laid upon his fon. He is ““ now
but look upen bim, ¢ who through theeterngl B fihful and juft to forgive thee all thy fins,
{pirit, . offered himfelf to God without {pot.” Mund to cleanfé thee from all unrighteouf:
Confider, my foul! what a divine:perlon b M6 God has fet ins forth a-propitiation
is. * Ope mighty to fave to the uttermofi R fr fin, to declare at this time his righteouf-
Canfider the perfetion of his obedienge, ghi’ Bjofs: < that he' might be juff, and yet the
purity: and exsent of his righteoufne(s s to- Wiftifier of all that believe.” Why wilt thou,

member. he: was madefﬁn for thee »111!3”!; {1y foul ! be unjuft to thyfelf, and turn thine
gave iimfelf to sedeem ghee: Hear himxy, Biwn accufer # Whe fhall lay any thing to

upon the crofs, < it is finifbed I Sce himg By charge, if God: juftifies thee? Who i$
fing from death,-and leading captivity capr @k that condemns: i Chrift -died for thze ?
- tive! See him with the atoning:blood at #e ¥ Hgpe then in God, for I fhall'yet praife him ¢
right hand of God ; there he intercedesfor Mas greas, as many as my fins have been, [
thee, my foull and & him.the Father;will Rlave an “ Advocats with the Father. Worthy
¥ the Lamb, and to him [ hope to fing with

4lways hear.”. Iam fure, ng_.,.fuul, thou canft R ~
not look upon the zrofi of Chrift, and defpar: By kindred foyls, who has loved me, and
of merey. Do not dithonour thy Redeemer 8 Bwhed me from my fins in-his own blood.”
much as to queftion the fufficiency of bis @ 1hus may we filence the clamcurs of con-
merits. - Thou Yayeft God is jus andbaé. Qkience, when tempted from ‘the jzftice and
and ferrible; true, he-is fo: but his jufit Bhins of :God : but il pethaps our fe rs
hasreceived fatisfadtion aiready. God hasho< Wwli be let in, -and confcience may {uggeit’
noured his juftice upon his own fon: “ He Rich things as thefe. It is true, the blood

has thruft the fword into the fide of his o#8 " Bdf Chrift 5 a proper atoneiient for them that

fellow : He has bruifed him axd put lﬁﬁ @i ia him : But whar is that to me; I fear
to pain, that by his wounds thoy mightes Rihive fo long flighred and rejected the offer-
be healed.” Why wilt thou turn the patt Bifa Saviour, that it is now too-late to co &
of that fword to thy own breaft, after Chrit \ Q& him : 1 fear “ thete remains Low nn fa-

B
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erifice for my fias ;" T am afraid to rely upon. § | thee, and will he reje® thee ? Docsne
one whofe patience I have tired out. O hew B gyqplain that you will not come? and will

{weetly was I invited by him! how did he B 1 icfule thee, when thou 4off come? Canft
ftand at the door and knock, but 1 would @ thou queftion thy Redeemer’s Jove, afterhe has
not opgn;; and now, I fe.ar, fhould 1 go. I.

b expreffed it in characters of his own blood ?
thould ﬁnd the door of mercy fhus,fa&, and : Why was he ¢ lifted up’ from the earch,”
the feafons of grace over with me. Undee 8 but to draw tbes to him? Why were his fa-
{his temptation I would have recourfe, ¥ tred arms extended on' the crofs, but to em-
| L . @ brace thee ! Or doft thou queftion the Fasher's
Thirdly, To the univerfal generous offers,

| 1 willingnefs to receive thee #* Thou muft fr
of grace, the unlimited calls of the gofpelof & 5 o/

) - ) § 1ar the parable of the prodigal out of thy
Chrift. Lcok into thy Bible, O my foull @ pile  What if thou haft formerly been in

ind fee how extenfive the promifes, low ge- B wy fur conntry® What if thou has fpent all

nerous the, invitation is. ~ *“ Hol every one @ yipous living ! What if thou haft fed with
that thirfteth; him that cometh unto me, b W fgine ! yet now thou haft come to thyfelf,

will no wife caft out.” Why wilt thou, my 3 rrurn to thy father’s houfe, confefs thy fins
foul! make exceptions, where (.od has made. § kfore nim, a.d they fhall be mentioned no
none? or fix limits to that which has no

R _ g tore.  Hé will not only receive, but rees
bounds of itfelf ? The very fenfe of thy oWl R.pee far off. “He will receive theé with the
unworthinefs fpeaks thy qualificatiors, and

i h umoft marks of affection. e is ready to fall
teaches thee to apply thefe promifes to FY& B on thy neck and kifs thee. *Tis with joy and
felf. Thou art the very perfon whom Chuile | mnfport he will fzy, ¢ This, my fon, was

invites ; ¢ Come unto me all ye that are §

je B i, but 1s frund . Fie will kill the fatred calf,
weary, and heavy laden, and 1 will give YU Boive thee the beft robes, put his ring and
eafe. 1 come not to call the righteous, but B 4| upon thee,” ard all the angel?d in heaven
finners to repentanee. 1he Son of man is 8 ball rejoice over thee,™ arid [trike Lheir gold-
come to fcek and to fave that which was loft.

ti harps over a new trophy of sovereign
I am fent to the loft theep of the houle of § |

‘ + MWmace. This parable, my loul, was caliulated
Ifrael.””  All thefe characters center, my f”“l;g Qlor thee 5 others have found it veiified upon'
1ip9n thee! Thou art Ack ! Thou art W‘Wl & em, and why thould{t theu defpair of mercy ?
Thou art g ! Thou art fenfible of thefc § ¥he do fo many examples ftand upon facred
Thou thercfore art called to Chrift. Doth b §

Nrecord, of the vileft finners who havr obtaip -
B It J
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ed mercy, upen their converfion, but to en.
courage #hee ¢ Look over the catalogue, and
do zhy Jelf juftice; and thou canfl not fay, buy
fnmc of thefe, were as great reprobates g
hyfelf. . Though it be the language of true
gracc, to call thyfelf « lefs than tle leaft of
all fainys, and the chiefeft of finpers;”, Admit
thts were true; foppofe the guilt of all the
inners in the wor}d from 15 creation 19, nas
¢onfummation, mtéred upon thee, yet, vpon
thy faith and trepentanse thou mightft be for.
given.  Say not, rhou lus blafphemed the

Holy Gboﬂ, and tommitted the unpardonable §
fins for, it isa quc{hon, it that {in can be

committed in our day ; or, if ;it "could, thy

ve"y concern about it, is ardemonﬂranon that |

thou haft not commicted-it. ¢ I kngw, m
foul, that thou haft not’ fmncd malicionfly
agaioft the cleareft hght !

compofition and character of #has fin. Suffer
not the devil th:rn £o dwewe thee thh ly;ng
mords i TR i

rut after all, per haps, we may fay, **that
we are indeed willing to fubmit to the rightes
oufoefs of Chrit; we would willingly have
mm for our Saviour: But this may proceed
from a wrong principle, a flavith feer of heﬂ
‘md dammuon, not frocm a drvine prmcwu
of love to God a.,d holinet , for #ivir o

b ‘E,ﬂ-ep ~ 1}
fake.”  Buc conlider, my fod, e @

| thoughts; and do thefe difcourage
| Why ?-Remember it is the compliance, and not
and thefe are two' |
hﬁredwm that always muit enter into the §

( 13 )

afual way of the fpiric of God, in its operas
N don upun us, Firilt toimprefs the terroury
4 of heill unoon the co ftience; but if thefe

ferrours d'*wp thee to Chiift, and lay thee at

B his feet, in the moft humble po"rure, thy
§ fith will afierword: work: by love, and thy
f mourning (hall be turned into oy
W he Chriftian beg 1. 13 £TO0W in thee, all the
Q8 fruits of the fp‘l‘kt Wi ape 2
8 be the leading
@ lerdly to be expeéted, that v +".ould receive
W the fpirit of adopiinm, before we have been

When
'y & 2d love will

prmg;;';, i !s rarely, and

under the fpitit of damdage to fear. “ Why

B art thou eaft down, O my foul I What haft
§ thou further to obje&t! Art thou troubled

ind haunted with wicked and biafphemous
thee !

the temptation, which makes the criminal.

Thy Saviour was once in the wildernefs

“ tempted of the devil;” and though he
be now in heaven, he is touched with the
wcling of thine infirmities; and in that he
himfelf was tempted, he knows how to fuc-
¢our them that are tempted: Or art thov
tfraid cf the firengib of thy enemies, and
fenfible of thine own weaknefs? It is true,
you ¢* muft wreftle with fleth and blood, prm-
cipalities z.'d _powers;” but rememoer ¢ the
lion.of the «ibe of Judsh who has conquer-
ed for 220e; nad it t‘wou wilt but iight a good
ﬁghx will .aai ¢ thec mp:2 than a conqucrour
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through his blood and fpirit: his grace thay 4
be fufficient for thee, and his ftrength fhayy 5
be made perfe in thy weaknefs.” And; M
fay not, after ail. that it 1s foo Jate ; it is never B
Jo, while the ipint ftrive with thee: God hay §

no where revealed any fach thing: If thoy &

art now willing he is more willing; and thoy §

mayeft find mercy “at the eleventh hour: §
Yefides, the fame tempter, who now cries 75 -8
Lte, but a little while ago teld thiee, itwa B
so0 foor; In both equally falfe, wnd only B

truc to his own charaltery * A liar, and B

the father of lies. Why art thou then caft §
down,: O my foul! and why art thou dif. §
quieted within me? Hope in Ged, for I fhal} §
yet praife him who is tie health of my coun: §
tenance and my God.”

THE END






