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To pay my laft refpects to the mentory of that
man of God the Rev. Mr. George WHITEFIELD
—who has been occafionally a bright and fhining
ornament to this pulpit, I fhall preach from

{f}’: X dence that can be given, to our
?) T 2 miffion and miniftry, is the fuccefs
o Xf;.;g of it; the impreffion it makes upon
OO0 the hearts the fruits it produces
~ on the lives of our hearers—this is

more to a faithful minifter of Chrift, than all the
loud applaufe of men; than all their commenda-
tory epiitles, and flattering teftimonials—this there-
fore was the medium, by which our apoftle, the
great St. Paul, would prove his apoftlethip, and
the orthodoxy of his doftrines—he, as well as
many others of his {pirit, was {landered and tra-
duced by fome, who called themfelves apottles,
but were found liars.—They envied the, apottles,
and had recourfe to the ancient methods of calumny
} and defamation.—They made ule of every artifice,
to fink his charadter among the Corinthians—to

| retrieve which, he folemnly appeals to the fuccefs
of his preaching with them. Do we begin again
to commend ourfelves, or need we, as fome others.
epiftles of commendation, from you? what occa-
fion of all this formality, when ye yourfelves are
our cpiftles—you know, what marvellous effets my
Ao minutry,

| F)C\i?(,\'ﬁ H E beft and moft fatisfattory evi-
h
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miniftry, under God, has produced among you :

Your undcrftandmcrs have been dire€ted—your
wills mﬁucnced—-—your hearts have been warmed—
your lives reformed, by me, as an inftrument in
the hand of God—and furcly this 1s the beft epiftle,
I can have from you—'tis a living and permanent
epiltle—¢ ’tis” written in our hearts"—I rejoice
more to fee you edify wnder my preaching, than
the moft pompous titles you can give me—] had
rather read the influence and impreffion of my
Iabours upon your hearts, than be honoured with
a thoufand panegyricks from your pens—this epiftle
pleafes me—this lies near my heart—and this 1s
the moft univerfal, legible epiftle; in the world,
and moft tends to every man’s conviction, who
fecks a ¢ proof of Chrift, fpeakinc In me—"'tis an
epiftle known and read of all men :* Forafmuch as
ye are manifeftly declared, to be the epiitle of
Chrift—I don’t aflume the glory of your conver-
fions to myfelf—I confefs you are the epiftle of
Ckrifi, but then, ’tis miniftered 2y us. He has
honoured and bleffed my doctrines, with faving
fruit among you; and all the reaionable part of
mankind will allow, this as a good, yea, and of
the beft atteftations, that can be given, to my
chara&ter, as a true minifter of Chnift; and that
the doctrines 1 have difpenfed to you, come from
God.—This, I think, is a natural conftruétion of
the apftle’s words—and ’tis plain he argues the
drviniiy of his doctrines from the fuccefs and power
of them.,  Bue, to prevent miftakes, and to place
the argument 1 2 tfairer Lioht—I muft obferve
hern

Y
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tft. That we can’t turn this argument to prove,
that thofe minifters, and doétrines, are 7o from
God, which are fometimes withcut fuccefs and
efficacy.—No verily ! good fced, may be fown, in
barren ground—and to fome, minifters, tho’ never
{o zealous and faithful, may be th@gavour of death
unto death, as well as of life unto life, to others.
—Men may peiith under our miniftry, while we
are unto God a fweet favour of Chrift, in them that
are faved, and in them that perifh too. Pride,
prejudice, floth, and infidelity, may fhut up the
avenues of the underftanding and heart, aganft a
preacher of the greateft zeal, ardor, and diligence ;
and of the moft finithed oratory—as, in the cafe
of the eloquent preacher, who was, ¢ as a lovely
iong in the ears, but could not prick the Leaits of
his hearers—they heard his words but did them
not”-—and yet, he was a prophet of the L.ord of
Hoilts, and {pake the words, that God himfelf had
put iato his mouth.—Many a faithful and pious
minifter, when he has preached, and inculcated,
the true do&trines of the golfpel, has had recafon to
complain—** who hath bchieved our report, and
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed--1 have
laboured in wvain, I have fpent my ftrength for
nought”—what but this, can our biefled Saviour
mean, in that citation from one of the prophets—
¢ By Learing ye fhall hear, and fhall not under-
ftand : And feeing ye fhall fee, and fhall not per-
ccive ; for this people’s heart is waxed grefs, and
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they
have clofed, left at any time they fhould fee with
their eyes, and hear with their ears,”—Our blefied
A3 - S~viour
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Saviour himfelf, tho’ ¢ he fpoke fo as never man
fpake”—tho’ he muft be an  abfolute mafter of all
the powers of language—tho’ his words were fpirit
and life, animated with force and authority—ryet
Jometimes preached without fuccefs, yea, met with
oppofition, andlander—and grieved for the hard-
nefs of men’s hearts—complaining of their unbelief,
that they would not come unto him.—Now, if fuch
dottrines, from fuch a preacher, delivered with
fuch a pathos and power, did not always command
men’s aflent and obedience, even, when backed
and enforced with the figns of his omnipotence,
and miracles, to awaken and keep their attention
alive—certainly the beft of his minifters, may
preach without fuccefs.—This is indeed a moft
melancholy refle€tion, when *¢ light is come into
the world, and men love darknefs”’—~when minifters
preach to men condemnation—and their labours
have no other effect, than to be a witnefs againft
their hearers—but, they have this, at leaft; to fup-
port them—thar,  tho’ Hrael be not gathered,
yet they fhall be glorinus in the eyes of the Lord”
—and if he doth #ot fucceed, he will not forges to

reward their labours of love, for his name’s fake.
2d. I mutt allow that the barely making of pro-
felytes, and bringing men over to our peculiar fenti-
ments and religion, is not an argument for the
orthodoxy of our doftrines, or the validity of our
miniftry—for if this were the criterion, by which to
judge of thefe things, nothing could be left more
precarious and undetermined.—There are hardly
any fet or fort of men, but would lay claim toit, in
their own favour—and even doctrines of a diame-
trically
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trically oppofite tendency, muft be eitablifhed by
the fame rule ; which is of all things the moﬂ:
abfurd.—The generality of mankind, are fo unfta-
ble and Aultuating, in their rclvgnous principles,
that they are like children, * carried to and fro’ by
every wind of doftrin="—they may be feduced
away, ¢ from the fimplicity that is in Chrift, and
turncd afide to fables and errors, by the flight and
cunning of men, who ly in wait to deceive—of
whom was Hymenen and P/.uletm, who concernin
the faith, had erred—and had overthrown the faith
of others.” —Sop the Galaiians were fome of them
bewitched, aud allured away, by the infinuations of
falfe teachers, and turned to quite another geipel,
from that, which the apoftle Paul had preachcd
among them. Defigning men, of fuperior talents
In reaiumngY or rhetorick, even the greateft here-
fiarchs, that are celebrated in hiftory, have made
profelyics to their refpective tenets.—I may beguile
a man, witl, my fophiftry and artifice, into my par-
ticular fchemes of religion; while thefe very {chemes
are contrary to the gaipel of Chrift—"tis not there-
fore the change, that niay be wrought in men’s
fentiments, and profeflion, which will make them
cur epiitle, or manifett us to be the apottles, and
true minifters of Chrift--for we may turn men only
from cue error to another, and change their way of
thinking, n the {peculative parts or Chriftianity,
without working any real change upon their hearts;
without ** turning them from darkaefs to light,
from the power of fin and fatan, unto God.—A
minifter may excell 1n reatoning, and pulpit ora-
o1y, and Lc thronged after by thc multitude, and
Ay vet,
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yet, if this be all the fruits of his miniftry, it does
not amount to"a full proof of its validity—or the
truth and divinity of thefe 'doétrines he difpenfes
—and had our great preacher, refted the matter
bere, when he appealed to fo many inftances, as bis
epittle, T confeis, it had been fuch an epiftle as I
could not have read—but he laid the whole ftrefs
of his appeal, upen-the fame foundation, which
the apoftle Paul does.

" 3d. The ewvident fuccefs of his preaching, upon
the bearts and lives of many of his hearers. When
a controver{y arofe once in Jfreel, about the right
of priefthood, we find, that only Aarow’s rod budded,
among all the competitors, to convince us, that
Aarcn was called and chofen of God—and it w.s a
noble type, or illuftration of my prefent argument,
where doctriaes of adifferent tendency are preached
up, and every preacher challenges ¢rthedoxy ; how
can people defire a more fatistaltory decifion, than
the fruit of their minittry ? ¢¢ By their fruie, faith
our blefled Saviour, you fhall know them.” The
change that muft be wrought, in an unregenerats
heart—the ftubborn habits of darling lults, that
muft be conquered--the variety of temptations, that
muft be overcome, before a carnal man is made a
Chriftian, plainly thews, 'tis the work of Gud, and
not of man and therefore, where this work is
wrought, we may be fure, ‘tis from the concurrence
of divine grace, from the fpecial blefling of Heaven,
upon our miniftry ; which God can’t be {fuppofed
to honour any man’s miniftry with, and thus fet
Lis own feal upon him, were he not faithful to his
=aife, wnd did he not ¢ preach the uuth, as it 13

m
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in Jefus.” This argument ftands in 2 much ftronger
light, when w¢ fee a particular fcheme of do¢trines,
from the mouth of a particular man, crowned .
with uncommon, conftant fyccefs---while a contrary
{cheme, may perhaps be infifted on, by another
reacher, without any apparent fuccefs at all.---Yet

| gere, I beg leave to make one neceffary diftinétion--
the fuccefs of a man’s preaching is #0 proof of that
man’s orthodoxy, in every Jttle fentiment, he may
have in religion, "but furely ’tis a very moving
atteftation, to the fincerity of his intentions, and to
the divinity of his doftrines, in general---and where
any man, of the minifterial profeflion, fees his
dotrines producing fruits of holinefs, in the lives
of his hearers, he muft certainly be animated, and
encouraged to infitt upon the fame doftrines, and
to- purfue the fame inethods of preaching.---Did
not the fuccefs of our Sawiour’s preaching, give a
glorious atteftation, both to the diviniiy of his per-
fon and doftrines ? was not St. Peter, think you,
encouraged to go on, in preaching the {ame divine
themes, when a f{ingle fermon upon them, pricked
thoufands to the heart! and may not St. Pau!
therefore 4ere, juitly appeal for his divine miffion
and dotrines, to the fucce/; of them, among the
Corinthians! Yes, ’tis a gl8rious proof! ’tis an ealy
intelligible proof! ’tis a univerial proof! a proof,
accommodated to men of all capacities- -3¢ are ou
epiftle, and ¢ he that runs may read it,” ’tis known
and read of all men, and ftands like ¢¢ a city upon
an hill, which can’t be hid”---in a word, if this
Jucee[s be not a good proof of our miniftry, St.
Pzl fingled out a very fhllacious argument, and
| S pe
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put his miniftry on a foundation, that could not
fupport it; which to fuppofe, is to caft the higheft
difhonour upon his charater, yea, to reproach
the very fpirit of Ged, by whofe infpiration and
dictates, he was led to fuch an argument.---And if
this be a fure and fafe rule, by which to meafure a
man’s fincerity, and the truth and propriety of his
do&rines---1 know what opinion we muft conceive
of the dear preacher, who is every day entertain-
ing us, with fuch agreeable difcourfe, from #bis
defk, which, I apprehend, has not been more
honoured, thefe feveral years paft----if envy or
prejudice call him a finner, emphatically fo-----1
can’t help it---but this 1 know, that he has been
an inftrument of opening the eyes of many, born
blind.---1 fay, an inftrument, becaufe ’tis God’s
work---but he is pleafed to do it, by fuch clay, as
we are---* how could a ggan do fuch miracles unlefs
God were with him ! but God has been with him
of a tracb, and he has many epiflles to fhew, in
the bearts, and /ives, of his hearers---fo apparent
and evident, that, I think, every one muft »ead
themn, who is not blind, with the moft invincible
prejudice.---He has been ¢ in labours more abun-
dant,” and they have not been 7# vain in the Lord
---he evidently, I think® preaches from his heart,
and preaches as much to it---and how many hearts
have his fermons prerced ! what multitudes throng
after him, in his journeying, and how many of
ther, have been ready to pluck out their eyes,
and give them to him, after they have felt the
power of his miniftry, upon their bearss---1 will
allovy, there may be fomething very attrallive in
o : ’ b1$
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his gefture---his voice---and happy elocution.---But
it is plain to me, this is not all---fuch impreflions
ufually vanifh, as foon as the engine is down, that
produced them.---But we know there are inftances,
who have given the moft lafting proof of a resl
change and converfion, under his miniftry! Yea,
‘ Hell feems, as one has obferved in print, io
tremble before him whenever he marches, and a
new-face of religion to appear!” Happy, happy,
fhould I think myfelf could I appeal to fuch an
epiftle among you! ’tis fome comfort to me, that
I have always preached the doftrines of grace,
which God has honoured with fo much fuccefs in
bim ?---1 muft. honour him myfelf, and fet my feal,
where the Holy Ghoft has fet bis !----But---is White-
field pEap!----1 might cry after him----“ 1 am
dntrefled for thee my brother B bircfield, very plea-
fant haft thou been unto me---lover and friend, O
God! haft thou put far from me, and my acquain-
- tance into darknefs.”---Yes, I have reaion to fay---
he was my bofom-friend.----The friendfthip com-
menced in the year 1739, and it has grown brighter
and brighter, till the day of his death---how much
I was bis friend, appears by my fermons I printed,
on the charatter of Mr. Whitefield, in vindication
of him---efpecially, in the Ecclefiaftical-court bere,
whence he appealed Home----befides, my letters in
the Gazette.---The friendfhip was reciprocal, when
he treated me with all due refpect, and much
more, at his Orpban-Houfe---a {cene, that made me
th:nk, I was in Heaven.---But he is gene---gone *“ to
the fpirits of juft men made perfet”---and left us
bere, ¢ forrowing moft of all, that we fhall fcefhis

ace
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face no mere”---the face of an angel.---We fhall hear
his filver tongue #o more.~-The natural decencies
of his gefture; his flowing oratory; his ftrikin

rhetoric; his doétrines of grace; his powerful dié
courfes on the Jsw; his natural talent of coming
to the conicience, and awakening the fecure---we
fhall hear and fee #o more.---He was a Boanerges, a
fon of thundery and a Barnabas, a fon of confolation
---he was the fame man i», and oyt of, the defk.
---In his converfation, he was a polite gewtleman,
and a devout Chriftian.---He is gone, and *“ having
finifned his courfe, and kept the faith, hence-
forth, there islaid up for hima crown of righteouf-
nefs, which the Lord, the righteous judge, fhall
give unty him, at that day”---a radront crown!---
when he fhall thine, as the flars forever.---Let me
20, and die with him.---#%2¢p not therefore for bim
---but weep with tears of blood for yeurfelves, and
for your childrer---weep for England---wecp for Scct-
land---weep for Ireland---weep f£r Bermuda----weep
for Newe-Lugland---and almott all the continent---but
efpecially--weep fox Ceorgia.---Did 1 fay, you fhould
fee his face no more---1 muft retract it---you fhall fee
his face ggain---when he fhall come, with his mighty
Redeemcr, and ten thoufand of his faints, to exccute
yudgment upon all, and to convince all, that are
ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeds,
which they have ungodly committed, and of all
their bard fpeeches, which ungodly hnners have
fpoken againft him.----What a comfort will it be,
to hear him fay----ye are my epiftle---this pulpit
15 witnefs to many fervent admoniticns------ ye
have had a great fhare in the abunlant labours

of
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of that adle minifter of the wew teffament, who has
but juf taken his leave of us.--* * And fhall he
Jeave us barren and unfruitful ? fhall we have no
fruit of his labours ? fhill we be content to admire
his oratory and addrefs? fhall we fatisfy ourfelves,
that we have every day attcnded his leGtures ? that
we have been gratfied and pleafed, with his amia-
ble manner of opening the fcriptures to us ? that
we have been charmed with the grateful turns of
his voice; that he has been to us, as one that
hath a pleafant voice, and could play well on an
inftrument of mufic ?---that we have exprefled our
efteem, by fthewing kindnefs to his perfon ?---this
indeed is juft! this is laudable!-—but if we content
ourfelves with this, we fhall put a terrible cheat
upon our fouls—-we have perhaps, for every oppor-
tunity drank in, the fweet and mufical accents of
his voice ?—-but have you drank in his fubje/Zs,
into your hearts! has he fpoke to us, as one having
duthority! has the words, armed with the divine
power, reached our confrience---indeed, my friends,
it will not do, to apjlaud the preacker, and forgee
the exhortation that has been fpoken to us; prosziyje
is the defign of preaching--and every fermon he
hath delivered, all his zeal and fre, all the efforts
he hath made, to come to tie fprings of our
paffions, to turn us from thofe idols, to which too
many hath been joined ; to form our minds, our
wills and affc€tions, to an holy and divine temper
-1 fay, all thefe things, ftand now recorded i

the

e
® See the ferwon, 1 printed, on rbe rain imbib'd, an emblem of grace,
repeated kere, in order to thew my fo. * sxents, of the < pan, Jbove
M:rt’ Jld’!a
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the book of Gop’s remembrance, and when thss
book is opened, even, the admired #hitefield, will
appear as a witnefs againft us, if we do not frame
our lives, agreeable to his doétrines, and that form
of found words, which he hath taught us---better
ten thoufand times better were 1t, that fuch a
Boanerges had never been raifed up, in.the churches
---better were it, this Angel of the churches, had
never brought everlafting gofpel to us---if we do
not obey it!---though his loud calls may not awaken
us now, they will make us tremble, at the day of
judgment---but, let us above all things admire
bim, who is greater than Whi:rfield---<¢ who holds
the ftars in his right hand”---though ¢ Pau/ plant
and Apolles water; yet, God gives the increafe”---
“¢ the refidue of the fpirit 1s with him”----he can
rafe up another Whitefirld----his charming voice
his clear head ; his warm heart; his gefture to the
lite ; and a/l his accomplifhments, for the work of
the miniftry among us.---I cannot conclude without
writing----** blefled are the dead, that die in the
Lord, yea, faith the {pirit, for they reft from their
Iabours ; and their <works do follow them.”---
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| S a fpecimen, of his indefatigable .labours;
in the work of the miniftry, fays Dr. Pem-
bertow of Bofion, 1 fet down an account, of the
fermons he preached, after his arrival at Newpor,
Rbode-Ifland, to.the time of his death.
He failed from New-2ork, Tuefday Jaly 31, P. M.
Arrived at Newport, Friday Auguft 3, A. M

A Preached 24. Bofton
Aug. 4. Newport 25. Boflon .
8 5. Newport 26. Mslford ~ ! // /4
6. Newport 247. Charleftown
7. Newport 2R. Cambridge
8. Newport 29. Bofton
9. Providence 30. Bofton |
10. Providence 31. Roxbury-Plain
1X. Providence ' Sept. 1. Milton
12. Providence 2. Roxbury
13. Attleborough 3. Bofion _
14. Wrentbam 5. Salem
15. Bofon ‘ 6. Marblebead
16. Bofion 7. Salem
17. Bofion 8. Cape-Ann
18. Bofton 9. Ipfwich
19. Bofton 10. Newberry-Por!
20. Bofton 11. Newberry-Port
21. Bofton 12. Rowley
22. Bofton 13. Rowley
23. Bofton

From the thirteenth of September to the feventeenth
---he was detained from public fervice, by a
fevere indifpofition.

Preached 19. Bofton
17. Reftrn 20. [Ncwion
18. Bajton
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The twemy-firp of Septcmber he. depamcl from
Boftow, upon a tour to the: 'Eafward, pretty
much indifpofed.

Preached. - | - 26, Kittery
23. Port/mouth- 27.-0ld-York
New-Hampfire | ~ 28. Pertfmouth
- 24. Portfmouth 29. Exeter.
25. Portfmonth

In this laft place he preached in the mommg, in
the open air, to accommodate the multitudes that
came to hear him---no houfe being able to hold
them—he continued his difcourfe an hour and fifty- ,
five minutes, was greatly fatigued,. in the afternoon
fet out for Newberry-Port, where he arrived that
evening, went early to bed it being Saturday night,
intending to preach mext morning---he awaked
feveral times in the night, and com?lamed much
of a difficulty of Lreathing, at fix o'¢lock on the
Lords day morning, he expired in an aftkmatic
fit, and entered upon an everlafting fabbath, Scp-
tember 30, 1770.






