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As the following Difcourfe appears in publick
under all the Difadvantages of a Pofthumous
Piece, it would be doing great Injuitice to the very
pious and worthy Author, not to notify the fame
to the Reader ; that proper Allowance might be
made for fuch Defeds or Inaccuracies in the Com-
pofition, as may perhaps be efpy’d by the Learned
and judlcxous ; fuch ascannot but be reafonably
~ expelted in a Piece wrote without any Defign for

the Prefs, and publithed without any material
Alteration.

The Publication whereof 1s undertaken, as a
Piece of due Honour and Refpect thewn to the
ingenious Author, by onc of his moft fincere, tho’
unworthy Friends.
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AN
OrpiNaTION SERM ON, &c.

Titus I 13%.

Thefe Things [peuk and exhort, and rebuke with all
Autborsty.  Let no Man defpife thee.

HE Office of the Gofpel Miriftry wears the moft
friendly Afpet toward Mankind, as God hath
committed to fuch as are inveited with the

minifterial Charalter the Word of Reconciliation ; and
they being Ambaffadors for Chrift, as though God did
befeech Muin by them, they pray iheir Fellow-men in
Chrift’s ftead to be reconciled to God : Ard it is by what
a prophane and infigel World calls the Foolifhnels of
Preaching, that God faves fuch as believe.  With higheft
Reaion, therefore, may a People who are favoured with
Paftors, to break to them the Bread of Life, and feed °
them with Knowledge and Underftanding, or who have
the Ambafladors of the Frince of Peace fent to them,
adopt thote Expreflions in the Prophet, Ifaiab lii. 7. 8.
Low beautiful upon the Mountains are the Feet of bim that
bringeth good Tidings, that publifbeth Peace, that bringeth
good Tidings of Gsed, that publybeth Salvation, that [aith
unto Zaon, Tky Ged reigneth!  Thy Watchmen fhall lift
up the Foice, with the Vaice togetker fhall they fing: for
they fball fce Eve to Lye, when the Lord fhall bring again
Z:i:u.  The Weltare of Churches and the Good of Souls
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fo much depending upon their being fupplied with pro-
perly qualified Paftors. St. Paxl, when he leit Crete, an
[fland which was once called Tlecatompslis, bocaule there
was an Hundred Cities upon it; I fay, the Apoftle de-
parting from this Ifland, lcft 772us behind, to taks pio-
per Care, that Elders were ordained in every City, and
that the feveral Churches which he had planted there,
fhould be turnithed with Minitters fuitably inftruéted,
and with requifite Qualifications to teach, exhort, and
rule over them in the Lord: To which I'nd St. Pe:/ lays
down the neceffary Qualifications of a Scripture Bifhop,
and points out what Manner of Perions they fhould be
who were introduced into the Golpel Miniltry ; and
gives him particular Directions as to his own Dcjor:-
ment, and the Doltrines ‘which he fhould teach the
Cretan Chriftians ; and the various Duties which he
fhould inftru& themin, and urge them to the Praicc
of ; and having mentioned the particular Duties to be
enjoined upon the feveral Ages, Sexes, and Degrees of
Perfons, with the peculiar Motives by which they were
to be enforced, he fays to him in the Words of our Text,
Thefe Things [peak, and exbori, and rebuke <with all
Authority ; let no Man defpife thee. As if the Apoftic
had faid, Thefe are the Truths and Duties which you are
to inftruct them in, and to exhort them to receive and
pra&ife by proper Arguments and Motives; and
fuch as prove obftinate, you are with Gravity and Au-
thority to reprove and rebuke; warning them of the
Dangers of their not embracing the Doctrines, and
practifing the Duties taught them in a preached Gofpel :
And that his Inftru&®ions, Exhortations, and Rebukes
might have proper Weight, he dirccts him to ftudy
a Deportment that would fecure him from Contempt,
and that he would be careful to bzhave and conduct him-
felf in fuch a Manner, that none might have juft
Occafion to think lightly of, or dcipife him.

The
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The Method I would propofe for the further Illuftra-
tion of this Paffage of Sacred Writ, is,

I. To explain the Nature, and point out the Difference
betwixt the three Branches of Minifterial Duty here
mentioned, viz. Teaching, Exhorting and Rebuking
with Authority,

II. Coniider what Courfe a Minifter fhould take to
{upport the Dignity of his facred Character, that he may
not fall into Contempt, or be defpifed by any.

I amin the fir# Place to explain the Nature, and
noint out the Difterence betwixt the three Branches of
Minifterial Duty here mentioned, =:iz. Teaching, Ex-
horting and Rebuking with Authority.

And here the Fitst Branch of minifterial Duty men-
ioned in the Text, is Speaking /. e. Teaching orinftruéting
People in the Things of God, and th- Concer- of
their Souls ; or preaching and declaring to t . the
whole Council of God, in Matters relating poth to
Faith and Pra&ice. Speaking or Teaching is defigned
to inform the Underftandings of Men, as tothe Doctrines
they cught to believe, the Duties they fhould perform,
and the Sins they ought to avoid and fhun: Which
thould be done with fuch Clearnefs and Perfpicuity, that
Light may be conveyed into the Mind, and the Affent
of the Underftanding gained by the bright Evidence of
Truth. In Matters of Faith, a Minifter fhould be able
to explain and elucidate the great Doctrine; of Chrifti-
anity, {hew their Connetion and Dependance, and to
obviate the Objections which may be made againit
them: And in Points of Practice, to fhew the Beauty of
Holinefs, the Excellency of the Divine Precepts, and
Point out and prove whatis that good and acceptabis
and perfect Will of God ; explicating the Nature, and
:vincing the Obligaticn of Men, to pcrform Uprighﬂ()i'

an
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and confcientioufly, as unto God, the various Duties of
Chriftianity. Now in order to a Minifter’s fpeaking
fkiltully, and in a convincing Manner to the feveral
Foints of Faith and Praétice, it is requifite,

12, That he thould not be a Novice, but have applied
himielf to Study, Keading and Meditation, and thereby
have acquired a previcus rich Furniture o1 Knowledge
in the Things of God ; for if the Mind be without
Knowiedge, it is not gocd in any Man, but mult be
very baum one who fets up for a Teacher of the gno.
rant, and an Initiu@or ot Babes, and whole (,ham&er
implies an Ability to with{tand Gainfayers, and that he
hath fuch an Aptncfs to teach, as renders h:im capable
in Meeknz!s to inftruct thoie that oppote themteives ; if
God peradventure will give them Repentance, to i
Acknowledging of the Imth, and that they may recover
themiélves out of the Snare of the Dev il, who are taken
Captive by him at his Will. 2 Z77. 2. ult. Whatcan
be expeéted, ii the Blind lead the Blind, but that bo*h
will tall into the Dit-h? That a Minifter may be able
-nghtly to divide the Word of Truth, he muft have his
Mind richly ftored with Divine Knowledge, and be a
Scribe well inftructed unto the Kingdom of God, and
be able to biinu out of his luafurc, Things both new
and old. The Lawof Truth muft be in a Minifter’s
Mouth, and Iniquity muft rot be found in his Lips;
he ought to waik with God in Peace and Fx quity, that he
may be the happy Iuflrument of turning many away
from Iniquity ; for the Crieft’s Lips fhou! J keep Know-
ledge, and they fhoukl fock the Law at his M ! } , for
he is the Meflenger of the Lord of Hofts. AL/ 2. 6,
7. The Word of God fhould dwell nchl) and the
precious Contenis of the {acred Oracles be pintifully
treafured up in the Mind of a Minifter, that he may be
capable of feeding the Lord’s People with Knowledge
and Undcrf’candmo

Zuly,
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2dly, It fhould be the Concern of a Minifter, that in
fpeaking, his Inftructions be found, and fuch as may
be fupportec. by the unerring Wo-d of God ; for we are
not to teach for Doétrines the Commandments of Micn,
nor to utter as divine Truth our own vain Imaginations.
The Law and the 1 e¢fiimony is the Stand:rd to which we
muft briag our Dilcourfes : For if we [peak ot agreeable
t0 this 1Word, there isno Truthii us. St. Paul telis us, in
the Beginning of this Lpiftle, that he was an Apoftle of
Jefus Chrift, according to the Faith of God’s Ele&t, and
the acknowledging of the Truth, which isafter Godlinefs ;
and our Miniftry mult be diicharged by the fame Rule,
by which he fulfilled his Apottlethip : And one of the
Qualifications whnich Si  Paw/ direlts Tstus to attend to
in fetting apart Men to the facred Office, is, that they
thould be tuch as would hold faft the faithful Word, as
they had been taught, by the infpired Apoftle ; that they
might be able, by found Doctrine, both to exhort and to
convince Gainfayers :  And he enjoins it upon Titus
himfelf, thatin Doltrine he would fhew Uncorruptnefs,
Gravity, Sincerity, found Speech, that cannot be con-
demned ; that fuch as were of the contrary Part might
be alhamed, having nocvil Thing to fay of him. And
he urges the Importance of found Doctrine in what he
writes to Timothy, Thefe Things teach and exvort,
fays he; and if any Man teach otherwife, and confent
not to wholefome Words, even the Words of our Lcrd
Jefus Chrift, and the Doctrine which is according to
Godiinefs, he is proud, knowing Nothing. i.e. He is
ferting up himfelf into Chrift’s Stead, not knowing Chrift
or himfelf, orindced any Thisg as he ought to know.
A Minifter is neither to add to, nor to diminifth from
the Syftem of Scripiure Truths and Dutics, and is to
teach, tbefe Things, i.e. the Things which our blefled
Lord, and the infpired Prophets and Apoftles have
taught. He is not to be like fome who corrupt and
adulterate the Word of Godl, ordcal deceittully withity
but
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but as of Sincerity, but asof God, in the Sight of God,
muft he fpeak in Chrift. 2 Cor. 2. 17. Fcaring leaft
by any Means, as the Serpent beguiled Eve thro’ his
Subtility, {o the Minds othis Hearers fhould be corrupted
from the Simplicity that is in Chrift. It a Minifter fees
Danger of corrupt Principles {preading among a People
who are committed to his Charge, and over whom
the Holy Ghoft hath made him an Overfeer, ’twill be his
Duty to contend carneftly for the Faith once delivered to
the Saints; and, in fine, if he defires to be pure from the
Blood of all Men, he muft follow the Example of the
great Apoftle of the Gentiles, and not fhun to declare to
them, all the Counfel of God. Aés 20. 27.

3dly. A Minifter fhould apply himfelf to the Work
of Inftruction, and be diligent in teaching both publickly
and privately.  Qur bleffed Lord and Mafter hath fet us
an Example, of unwearied Diligence in the Bufinefs of
~teaching the Children of Men ; he preached daily either
in the Synagogues or private Houfes, in the Fields or
upon the Sea Shore, or elfe was employed in teaching
his Difciples and others who came to him ina more pri-
vate Way : He told thofe who urged him to tarry longer
in their City, that he muft preach the Golpel in other
Citics, Towns and Villages, for that was the Irrand on
which he had come into the World, that he might bear
Witnefs to the Truth. Thus CLrift went about conti-
nually doing Good, and with unremitting Zeal and Indu-
ftry, he profecuted the Work of his publick Miniftry,
faying, that he muft work whiltt the Day lafted, becaufe
the Night came, in which no Man could work. ’Twas
as the Meat and Drink of our divine Lord to perform
the Will of his Iather, and to publifh the glad Tidings
of Peace and Salvation to the fallen Sons and Daughters
of Men. Chrift bids Pezer to exprefs and maniteft his Love
towards him,by feeding his Sheep and Lambs, 4. e. by fet-

sng fpiritualFood before firong and weak, before young
and
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fans .+ And fuchias prove flothfa! in unprd-
"at ¥Falent of the Gofpel Miniftry, will
aad Foot, and becaﬁ into uuter Dark-
nefs, wheu there Wl be nddxm but wedping, wailing
and gnathing: of Tecth.” St Pa«l fays, Rom. xii. 6. 7.
Having tbem Gifts, differing accor B 1o the Grace that is
ven 10 %3, whether Prmbeq, let ws propbefy according
to tbf Praportion of Faith; o Minifivy, let ks ‘tait on
cur Awiftering 3 or be that teacheth, om teaching. A
Minjfter muft be inftant in Seafon and out of Seafop,
and let it be feen, that his Heart is engjaged in the Work ;
and like holy Paxl, He muft keep back nothing that
may be profitable unto his Hearers, or the People com-
mitted to his Charge; but muft {hcw and teach them
publickly, and frim Houfe ioc Houfe, teflifying to all,
thc Nsccfmy of Repentance toward God, and Fnth
toward our Lard Jeﬁls Chrift. »

4ibly. In &QW g, a Minifter thould dwell chiefty
upon Thx% of the greateft I ce, and upon which
the. Welfare and zalvation of - mmortal Souls doth prin-
c:pali depend 5 and sot widte away the precious Time

allotted for In%m&xon, in Things of trifling Moment,
and Matters .of mere Curiofity. - A Minifter of Chrift
muﬂ: thes himflf a wile Mafter-Builder, and make ufe
of fnch.fubilsngial and durable Materials, in building up
the C‘xurchof God, which may be compared ‘w Gold,
Silver and precions Stenes, that his Works.may remain,
and not be canfumed by the Fire of the laft Judgmcnt,
xs all thofe Wosks wxll be, which are framed of Wood,
fHay and Stubble. - Thcy who negle& the wenglmer
Pomts of Doctrine and Practice, for the fake of - making -
ingenious Dideants upon, and curious Difquifitions ifito
Subjets dark and intricate, and which are but of fmall
Moment in Religion, a& like the Scrites and Pharifees,
who ftrained at a Gnat while they fwallowed a Camel,

ad were careful to tithe Mint, Annife and Cummm,
B while
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while they pafled flightly over the weightier Matters of
the Law, fuch as Judgment, Mercy, and the Love of
God. -If the great Fundamentals ot Repentance toward
God, and Faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift, of Regene.
ration, of the Nature and Neccfiity of Holinefs both of
Heart and Life, and the like, are pafled over for the
Sake of haranguing upon Meats and Drinks, or elabo.
rately endeavouring to folve the knotty Difficultics about
the Ferton of Melchifedec ; who was raifed up by the Witch
of Endor; the {itisfying a petulant Humour, and a vain
idle Curiofity, is fubftituted into the Place of godly Edi.
fying. A Golpel Minifter thould know that he has more
weighty Matters upon his Hands, than to dote abou:
filly t; ifling Queftions, and Strifcs about Words.  St.
P.aul fays to Titus,in this Epiftle: But avoid foolrfs
Queflions, and Genealogies, and Contentions, and Striving
about the Lasw ; for they are unprefitable and vain.

In the Seconp Place, the Apolt'e mentions Exhorta-
tion as another Branch of a Minifter’s Duty; which
means an urging the Importance, and enforcing with
proper Arguments and Motives, the Things which 2
Minifter hath firft taught. Speaking here, is defigned
tc e:tprcis that Branch of the minifterial Office, which
confifts in thewing and inftructing People what Things
they areto believe and praltife, and what Things tbrv
are to reject and avoid; and exhorting, fignifies, a prei-
fing thofe Things upon People by proper Confiderations,
or a ufing a Kind of Compulfion, by fetting before Per-
fors fuch forcible Motives, as are huﬁcwm to prevail
upon rational Creatures, 10 embrace and receive the
Things they have been taught, and to engage them to a
correiponuent ra&ice.

Nowin the jir Place, Lixhor tatlons fhould be given
with Fervour and Zal, i: being weil \nown, that Ear-

neftacds and Waith 1s mach Lc.ttcx adanted to gain the
A:ccntxw,
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Attention, and will do vaftly more, to perfuade and
prevail upon Perfons to come into our Sentiments and
Meafures, than a lukewarm or cold Addrefs. ’Tis a
known Obfervation, that he who would move an
Audience and draw Tears from their Eyes, muft firft
fhew himfelf moved and weep himfelf. Scarce any are
fo ignorant of human Nature, and the Springsof Action
in Mankind, but know, that earneft warm Applica-
tions, and importunate Addrefies, are much more
effectual to engage Perfons to comply with our Perfua-
fions, than fuch as are made with Carcleflnefs and an Air
of Indifference. *Tis ftoried of Demoftbenes, the celebrated
Atbemian Orator, that he was once applicd to by a Man
to plead his Caufe, who complained of his having been
injured by one of his Neighbours, and told his Story
with great Indifference, as though he did nct feel any
Injury his Neighbour had done him ; upon which that
great Orator anfwered, that he did not believe that his
Neighbour had done him any Wrong. %4, replied
the Client,” with great Warmth and Earneftnefs both in
his Looks and Voice, but be bas sujured me greatly: New,
fays Demofthenes, I delieve wwbat you fay. People will
hardly think, that a Minilter believes the Things which
hie declares to be of any great Importance, without they
behold fome evident Marks of his realizing the Truth
of what he fays, in the Manner of his Addreis. Chrift
compares his Minifters to Servants, who were fent out
into the Highways and Hedges to compel Men to come
in. And St. Paul exprefles the Earneftnefs and vigorous
Iingagednefs, which a Miniiter ought to ufe in his Appli-
cations, in thefe Words, 2 Tim. iv. 1. 2. I charge thee
before God, and the Lord Fefus Chriff, who fball judge
the quick and the dead at kis dppearing, and bis .Kingdein;
preach the Word, be inftant in Seafon, out of Seafon;
reprove, rebuke with all Long-fuffering and Dotrine.

edly.
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o dly. A Minifter in his Exhortaticns, fhould difcover
an evident Regard to the Honour of God, and an affec-
tionate Concern for the Welfare of immortal Souls.  St.
Paul in accounting to the Corinthians for his zealous
Endeavours, and abundant I.abours in the Miniftration
of the Gofpel of Chrift, fays, 2 Cor.v. 11. Knowing
therefore th: Terror of the Lord, we perfuade Men; but
we are made manifeft unto God, and I truft alfo, are mads
manifeft in your Confeiences : and then - quickly after, in
verfe 13, 14. he {ubjoins; For whether we be befides our-
felves, stis to God: or whkether webe jober, it is for your
Caufe, for the Love of Chrift confirameth us. His Regard
dor God, his Love to Chrift, and his Concern for the
Chilcren of Men naturally dead in Trefpafies and Sins,
and expofed to a Sentence of everlaiting Death, appeared
in his Perfuafions and Exhor.tations; thefe were what
fired him with facred Ardour, and bore him on, to the
moft arduous Labour in the Difcharge of his Apoftle-
fhip, and caufed him tc fill his Mouth with Arguments,
in exhorting, befeeching, and. intreating Perfons to be
reconciled to God. When a Minifter’s Zeal and impor-
tunate Exhortations, appear to originate and fpring from
a real fupreme Reipect to the blefled God, aid the glo-
rious Redeemer, and from unfeigned Love, and tender
Affetion towards the Souls of Men, and not to arife from
fordid Selfithnefs, either as to Reputation or Intereft,
then will he be like to find the Way into the Hearts of
his Hearers, toingratiate himfelf into their Affections,
and to convince them of his Sincerity and Uprightnefs,
whereby they will be engaged to give the greater Heed
to his Admonitions and Exhortations.

3dly. In Exhorting, a Minifter thould make Ufe of
the moft cogent Arguments, efpecially fuch asare pecu-
liar to Chriftianity. There may many powerful Motives
be derived from Reafen, and the prefent Life, to per-
fwade to Virtue, and diffwade from Vice and Wicked-
. nefs 3
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nefs ; but the moft weighty Confiderations whereby
Religion can be urged, are fuch as are derived from
divine Revelation, - and efpecially from the cleareft Dif-
coveries, which are made of Invifible and Eternal
Things in the Gofpel of Chrift; where Life and Immor-
tality are much more clearly brought to Light, than
under any other Difpenfation whatever. Chriflianity
furnithes us with the moft ftrong and efficacious Argu-
ments, forthe Promotion of Godlinefs; and makes
Ufe of a Set of Motives which are peculiar to itfelt] fuch
as that we may be called toe Chiidren of God: 'T'hat we
may be Imiiators of Godas dear Children: That we
may be ?icicne, as our Heavenly Fatber is prefent : That
we may be the Salt or Seafoning of the Earth : That we
thould /et our Lights fo fbine before Men, that tkey may
Jee our good TVorks, and glorify our Father <ibich is in
Heaven. Becaufe we are the Temples of the cly-
Gnoft.--United to Chrift.--Rifen with Chrift.--Becaufe
we are not under the Law, but under Grace.--Becaufe
we are Fellow-Members in the fame Body, we are urged
to the reacy Diicharge of relative and focial Duties.--
We are incited to Holinels, becaufe the God who hath
called us is Holy.--Becaufe without it we cannot fee or
enjoy God.--Becaufe we are Children of Light, and of
the Day. The infpired Writers of the New-Teftament,
prefs Univerfal Holinefs, that we may adorn the Doc-
trine 5 that we may walk worthy of our Holy Vocation ;
and their Motives to avoid Sin, are fuch as thefe ; left
others fhould take Occafion to fpeak reproachfully of
the ways of God ; left the Name of Chrift fhould be
plafphemed.--God be difhonoured.--The Holy Spirit
grieved, and the like. Now thefe, together wjth the
great Arguments which may be derived trom the Con-
fideration of approaching Death, a futiic Judgment,
and an everlafting State of Rewards and Punifhments,
are the powerful Motives, whereby Minifters are to

enforce their Exhortations.
The
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The THirp Branch of minifterial Duty, is that of
Rebuking with all Authority : The Things which St.
Paul had written, Titus was firft to fpeak in his Difcourfes,
whether publick or private ; he was to teach thefe Doc-
trines and Duties ; inftructing the Cretans, both Men
and Women, Youngand Old, znd thofe of high and
low Degree, what became their Character as profefling
Chriitians 3 then he was to back his Inftruétions with
proper Motives and Arguments, in a way of Exhortation,
and fuch as would not hearken, but proved difobediert
to the Word of Truth; he was folemnly to rebuke,
and that . ith fuch Authority as Chrift has invefted his
Minifters with. Duty is firft to be taught, then the
Performance of it urged with proper Confiderations ;
and it any continue in Difobedience, and retufe to com-
ply with the Fxhortations given ; then are they to be
reproved and rebuked according as the Cafe may require.
Here, o

1/#. A Minifter ought to rebukein a private Manner, §
fuch as he hath good Kvidence to believe are chargeable
with Things contrary to the Dotrine which is accord-
ing to Godiinefs ; and fuch as are endowed with a Spirit
of genuine Piety, will take fuch Reproof in good Part,
yea they will receive it with unteigned Gratitude, if they
have the Temper of Holy David, as exprefled in the
cxli. Pja. 5. Let the Righteous /mite me, 1t fball be a
Kindnefsy and let bim reprove e, it fhall be an excellent
Oyl, which fball not dreat my Head : Fer yet my Prayer
alfo fball be in their Calamities. i. e. He would not be
vexed and difturbed at their friendly Reproofs, but would
love and pray for them, in their Troubles and Sorrows.
‘That Obfervation of the wife Man, is oftentimes found
tree, that he who rebuketh a Man, afterwards fhall find
more Favour then he who flattereth with the Tongue.
Here a Minifter had need to exercife Wifdom, to difcern

the Motlia T empora Faudi, the proper Tirues of reprovi'n%'
with
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with the greateft Probability of Succefs. There are
fome fo brutith that they hate Reproof, yea Solimon
adds in another Place, Reprove not a Scorner, lef} k2 bate
thee 5 rebuke a wife Man, and be will love thee. And a
greater than Solomon, cautions his Difciples not to caff
their Pearls before Swine, left they fhould trample thens
under their Feet 3 nor to give that which is Holy to Dogs,
left they fhould turn about and rent them. Reproor given
with Judgment and Difcretion, rightly timed, and ad-
miniftred in a proper Manner, has great Beauty and
Excellence ; according to that in Prov. xxv. 11, 12. A
Word fitly [poken, islike Apples of Gold, in P:flures of
Stlver. As an Ear-Ring of Gold, and an Ornament of
Jine Geld, fo is a wife Reprover upen an cbedicrt Ear,

2dly. A Minifter is alfoto rebuke in publick, fuch as
arc of a Charalter that deferves to be reproved ; he muft
fet his Face as a Flint, to teflify againft the wicked Ways
~of a rebellious People : Cf this we have a great Num-
ber of Examples, not only in the antient Prophets,
but alfo in the publick Difcourfes of Fobn the Baptift, our
blefled Lord and his Apoftles. Particular Clafles of
Sinners are to be folemnly reprchended inour Sermone,
and {uitably warned cf the Danger of their cvil Courfes.
And fometimes it may be neceflary to rebuke Iadivi.
duals in a publick Manner : Of this we have an Example
in Gel. ii. 11. Where Paul {ays, But wken Peter wcs
come io Antioch, Iwitkflecd bim 10 tle Face, becaufe ke
was to te blamed. But befides thefe Kinds of Rebukes
adminifired in Publick, there is another Sort; which is
one of the loweft Degrees of ecclefiaftical Cenfure ;
when Perfons fall into Herefy or Scandal, who have
made a Profcflion of Religion, a Minifter is with the
Authority of his facred Office, and with that Power
wherewith Chrift hath invefted himn, folemnly to ad-
monith and rebuke the delinquent Parties ; thereby to

bring them to a Senf of their Sia and Danger, and to
prevent
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prevent the fpreading of their corrupt Leaven. Thus
St. Paul.exhorts the Theflalonians, to warntbem who are
unruly. 1Epifle, v. 14. And in his 2 Epiffle, iii
6. and onward ; he commands them in the Name of
Chrift, to withdraw themfelves from every Brother who
walked diforderly, yet not to count fuch as Enemies,
but admonith them as Brethren. 'And to Tsmothy, St.
Paul fays, 9bem who Sin. i.e. in any notorious publick
Manner, rebuke bifore all, that others alfo may fear.
And unto Titus, A Man who is a5 Heretick, after the
Srp and fecond Admonition, reject. | R

3dly. Rebukes are to be adminiftred with all Autho-
rity, by Minifters of the Gofpel, i.e. They are to re-
provec with Gravity and Courage, as knowing that they
have a Right to reprchend Delinquents, and that in
doing this they are in the propes Execution of their facred
Office. As we arein Doctrine to fhew Gravity, fo we
arc alfo to be grave and weighty in our Reproofs,
managing the Matter with that Air of Serioufnefs and
Solemnity, Fortitude, G-avity and determined Refolu-

tion, as becomes thofe who a& by Authority: But .
thenlet me obferve, that Wifdom is proper to dire® [

when our Reproofs ‘and Admonitions fhould be gentle
aid mild, and when fharp and fevere, according to
the various Djipofitions, Tempers, and Charalers of
the Perfons chilicéined. In this Epiftle whence we have
taken our Text; St. Pagl bids Titus to rebuke the Cresans,
who were a People of perverfe and rugged Diipofitions,
fharply, that they might be found in the Faith:
They were fuch 4 haray ?lace, that a mild gentle Re-
proof would make no Impreflion upon them.  The fame
Apoftle writing to Timotky, who was left at Fpbefus,
among a- People of greater Softnefs and Sen/ibility in
their Tempers, fays, Be gentle to all Afen, in Meeknefs
infiruéling thofe that cppofe themjelves.  Solemon tells us,
that @ Reproof entcre:h 1acre inko a <wife Man, Zba:' c:
undre
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bundred Stripes into a Fool. Some Men are compofed
of fuch hard Materials, and are of fich rough Difpo-
fitions, that they have need of hard blows, and Words
of Rebuke, that will cut likea two-edged Sword ; and
the different Treatment which different Tempers re-
quire, is pointed out by St. Fude, who fays, Of fome
bave Compaffion, making a Difference : and others fave
with Fear, pulling them out of the Fire,

I proceed now to confider, what Courfe Minifters
fhould take, and efpecially fuch as are young, to fupport
the Diginity of their facred Charalter, that they may
not fall into Contempt, or be defpifed by any: HereI
fhall but juft hint at a fcw Things, as,

1#. A Minifter who would not be looked upon
mean and contemptible, muft fhew himfelf well furnith-
ed tor his facred Work, and accomplithed for the
fkiliful and profitable 1'ifcharge of this weighty and
arduous Truft. He who has a competent Meaifure of
Learning and Knowledge, and is by Reading and
Meditation, making fuch Advances, that his profiting
appears unto all, who knows how to behave himfelf
in the Houfe of God; thewing himfelf A Workman
that meedeth nct to be albamed : rightly and fkillfully
dividing the Word of T'ruth, will not be in Danger of
falling into Contempt among any but the Ungodly and
Prophane ; and even fuch as thefe, will be conftrained ma-
ny Times, to efteem and fpeak refpetfuily of a Minifter
vho appears thoroughly to underftand, and to be well
accomplithed for the Work in which he is engaged.

adly. A ufeful Life, together with an unblameable,
xemplary and godly Converfation, will go far toward,
upporting the Dignity of a minifterial Charaéter, and
ill ordinarily fecure fuch as are in the facred Office,
rom being viewed in a defpicable Light. *Tis no Won-
er that fuch fall into Difefteem and Contempt, who

C being
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being invefted with an Office which fuppofes peculiar
Sanctity of Manners, are on the contrary irregular and
loofe in their Lives, and of a Converfation unfavoury
and ncarly fcandalous. Such as allow themfelves in
Libertics which they are fenfitle the Gofpel condemns,
will be ready enough to fleer at, and contemn a Minifter
‘who a&ts out of Charaler, though it be in thofe very
Kinds of Licendoufnefs which they will excufe in Lay-
men, and habitually indulge in themfelves. Our blefled
Lord hastold us, that we are tbe Salt of the Earth, but if
we lofe our Savour, weare fit for Notbing but to be caft
out and trodden under Foat of Men. Let a Minifter
follow his divine Mafter, in a conftant Readinefs to do
Good, both to the Budies and Souls of Men, and fhew
himfelf an Example to the Flock, in Word, Conver-
~fation, and the 1'ratice of every Thing thatis of good
Report, or accounted virtuous and praife-wortiy among

en; let him reader himfelf a Pattern of good Works,
being an Enfample of Charity, Faith, Purity and Pa-
ticnce, and he will not fail to raife hiinfelf in the Efteem
of all the Wil and Good, and indeed the Generality of
Mankind. Let a Minifter be blaineles as becomes the
Steward of God; not felf-willed, not foon angry, not }
given to Wine, no Striker, not given to filthy Lucre, but
a Lover of Hofpitality, a Loverof good Men, fober,
juft, holy and temperate, and he will be in no Danger
of being defpifed by any, unlefs it be thofe who are loft
to all Seafe of real Worth’and Goodnefs. |

3dly. Zeal and Faithfulnes will have a great Ten-
dzncy tocommend a Minifter to the Cenlciences of his
Hearers, and will be a Letter of Recommendation,
written and engraven upon the Tables of their Hearte.
When a People are confcious, that a Minifter’s Heart
glows with Zeal for God and Chrift, and that he is full
of compafiionate Regard for their immortal Souls, and
when they are Witnefles of his Fidelity and laborious

Endeavours, to promote the Caufe and Kingdom o
Chrif,
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Chrift, this will go a great Way to raife him high in
their Efteem, and conciliate their refpeéttul and friendly
Regards: They muft indeed be of the bafer Sort, and
Sons of Belial with a Witnefs, who can find it in their
Hearts, to difregard and detpife a Man. whe is labo-
rioufly employed to advance the Honuvur of God, to
fublerve the grand Purpofcs of the Receemer’s Kingdom,
and warmly engaged to promote their beft, their high-
eft, their own immortal Intereft.

4¢bly. 1 will mention farther, tnat a wife prudent
Deportment, in Reference to common Affairs, with &
proper Regard to Things decent, fit and becoming,
will contribute not a lirtle to prevent a Minifter from
falling into Difefteem and éOntcmpt. If a Minifter
wouid maintain the Dignity of his Chara&er, he had
need to pray earneftly, that God would enable him
always to temper the Wifdom of the Serpent with the
Innocency of the Dove.---Indifcretions of Canverfation
and Behaviour, and little Follies, will fometimes prove
like dead Flies in the Apothecaries Ointment : Perfons
fall into Contempt, bccome Subjets of Ridicule, and
are lookt upon as mean and deipicable, by Reafon of
Things appearing in them, that are light and trivial:
Unfuitable Familiarities will brecd Contempr aftentimes,
- and a Minifter will fink fometimes by an exceffive Atten-
~ tion to, or an entire Negle¢t of {mall Things; for In-
~ ftance, Foppery, ora minute Delicacy of Drefs on the
- one Hand, and a fordid affeCted Meanne’s in outward
~ Appearance on the other, will both ferve in fome Mea-
fure, to leflen a Man in the Efteem of the Wile and
~judicious, Sournefs, affefted Aufterity, and exceffive
Rigidncfs, on the one Hand, or unguarded Gaieties,
- and great Airinefics on the other ; impropes Singuiarities
and whimfical Oddities, muft be avoided by a Minifter,
who would give none Occafion to defpife, or view him
in a ridiculous and contemptible Light.
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_-I thall now pafs to an Iinprovcment of this Subjedt
and Difcourfe, and

- 38, 1 would addrefs myfelf to the People who have
heard me this Ray. From what has been faid, it is eafy
for you toinfer, that it Chrift hath invefted his Minifters
with Authority, o bear Rule in his Church, to teach,
exhort and rebuke ; "tis then your Duty as a Chriftian
People, to hear and fubmit to them ; thofe who receive
and hear the faithtul Mimfters of Chrift, do in Effe&
receive and hear him, as they come in his Name, being
cloathed with his Authority : ‘And while the Minifters
of the Gofpel, in fome good Meafure a& up to their
. Charater, behaving in a blamelefs Manner, as becomes
the Stewards of God, fhewing a Readinéfs to become
the Servants of all, if they may by any Means win their
Soulsto Chrift; I fay, while this is their Purpofe and
Manner of Life, infiead of beingﬂifhtcd and defpifed,
they ought to be effeemed, and highly accounted of by
a P'eﬂplcgtofc&'thu jetion to Chrift. °T'is the Lan-
zmge of Inipiration, Heb. xiii, 7. Remember them which

ve the Rule over you, who bave [pokem umto you the
Wod of Gody whofe Faith follrw, confidering the End
¢f their Converfation. Upon which Text, the late Mr.
Dickinfon, whofe Praife is ir all thefe Churches, hath a
Manufcript Sermon, in which there is a Paragraph to
my prefent Purpofe, and wh.ch I will give you at large :

“ They, faith he, who are blefRd with taithtul Minifters,

have great Caufe to efteem them in Love for their
Work's Sake. 1 Td¢ffa.v.13. The Dignity of their
Charalter, the Importance of the Bufinefs they are enga-

Fed in, and the Difficulty and Hardthip they are put to

n the Difcharge of their Truft, do all challenge the
| Regards and Refpeés of their Hearers; and they thould
manifelt their Regards, by fabmitting to all the Parts of
their Miniftry, and efpecially by complying with the Of-
fers of Salvation brought them in the Name of the Lord.
\lfMen will fo defpife ther, a3 to reject the regular

Difcipline
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ilcipline of the Church, and difregard the Meflage
brought them in the Name oi Chrilt, in fo defpifing
them, they defpife Chrilt himfelf, and him that fent him.
Luke x. 16. And whatever they think of it, they reject
the Counfel of God againit themfives.'Luke vii. 30,
They defpife their own Souls. Prew. xv. 32, Andthe
Time is haftening when thefe Defpicrs will wonuer and
rith. A&s xiii. . 41,7 Thus my He:arcrs, let the Senti-
ments O tﬁTdEparted Man of God, backed and fuppor-
ted with Teftimonies from the divine Oracies, prevail
upon you, to be greatly on your Guard, that you "do not
def ife the Minifters of Chnﬁ:, but that you eiteem and
rcgard them inthe whole Difcharge ot their Gffice, a»
Ec}t:rn%m the Name, andmvcﬁedwxdxtbe Authorxty of
l

2dly. Twould beg Leave to addrefs my Difcourfe to my
Brethren in the Miniftry, whom I doubtnot will readily
fuffer a Word of Exhortazion, trom one of the moft ua-
worthy of their Number ; and firft, my dear and honour-
ed Brethren. I would obﬁ-.rvc to you, that we who are by
the Rules of the Golpel, entrufted with the imparcant
Affair of ordaining Mento the Work of the Miniftry,
hould be very careful to feparate fuitable Perfons to
the Service of the Sanctuary. Ferobeam, the Son of Nebat,
vho is frequently in facred Writ, branded with this
Mark of Intmay, as having made Ifraelto fin; took the
moft effetual Method to bring Religion into Difgrace,
y choofing his Priefts from among the m and
’owc& of the People. ’Tis a very wcwhty Part of that
cred Truit which is committed to us Minifters of the
fpel, to fet apart others to be our Fellow-Labourers
d Succeffors in the Vineyard of our common Lord;
d Oh! with what Prayerfulnefs, Care and Caunon,. E
ould we proceed in thc Difcharge of it. That is a:
emorable Exhortation and Chargc given by St. Pawl,
0 his Son Timethy, and ufhcrcd in with a2 very folemn
reface; 1 Tim. v. 21, 22. I clarge thee Izejorc God, and
the
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the Lord Fefus Chrift, and'the eles? Angels, that thou obferve

thefe Things withbout preferring one before another, doing
nothing by Partiality 5 laying tHands fuddenly on no Man ;
meishae b2 Porickers of other Mew's Sinsy keep ibyfelf pure,
The minifterial Trugt is to be commicted to faithful Men,
or Men of whofe Fidelity to Chrift and his Caufe, we
have fome competent Satisfaction, and fuch alfo as fhall
be able to teach others. 2 Tim. ii. 2. Before we proceed
to Ordination, we fhould have a good Degree of Satis-
faction, bath refpecting the Sincerity, Piety, and Ability
for inftructing, in fuch’ Candidates as offer to devote
thernfelves to the Work of the Minittry :  If we would
not bring upon our own Souls, Part of the Guilt of the
- Mifcarriages of fuch as- have had our Hands impofed

upon them ; we muft take utmoft Heed that we lay Hands
upon none but fuch as are of uablameable Charaéters,
Men of honeft and good Report, vablemithed in their
Reputation, who will not be like to bting a Reproach
upon the facred Office, and by their Practice as well as
Preaching, recommend our holy Religion. None fhould
- be invefted with the dignified Charaéter of an Ambafla-
- dor of Chrift, but fuch as are like to have their Mafter’s
Honour and Intereft a Heart ; and who will be like, by
the Prudence and Wiidom of their Condu®, by the
Purity of thecir Converfation and Lives, and by their
{killtul and faithful Difcharge of their facred Truft, not
orly to fecuic themfelves from being defpifed and con-
temned, butto fecure the Refpect and Efteem of all who
have any Regard for Religion : And my dear Brethren,
let us not only be exhorted to great Vigilanceand Carein
this, but in every other Branch of our important Work.
We are prefently to be put in Mind of the folemn Vows
and facred Bonds wherewith we bound our own Souls,
in the Day when we firft made a publick Converfation of
ourfelves to the Work of the Miniftry. The weighty
C which then awed our Souls, and ciitfed us even to
- tremble with Fear, how we thould fullfil, we are this Day
1n
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in Subftance to hear repeated ; and oh ! let it awaken in
us, a freth Senfe, how facred, how important, and of what
infinite Confequence to our own, and the Souls of others,
we then looked upon the Work we are engaging in. Let
it call a-new to our Remembrance, with what awful
Solemnity, we were then laid under the greateft poffible
Obligations, 'to be faithfu' in all the Parts of our minifte-
rial Truft. Andlet us now afk ourfelves, as inthe Pre-
fence of God, how we have taken Heed to the Miniftry
we have received in the L ord to fulfil it ? Have we ftudied
with proper Diligence, to approve outfelves to God,
Workmen that need not ‘0 beafhamed, rightly dividing the
Word of Truth? Have we acted with becoming Zeal,
and Fervour of Soul, in managing that important Em-
bafly our greac Mafter hath fent us upon? What have
been the great Motives and Views with which we have
been attuated ? Hath ourgrand Aim been the Glory of
God, the Advancement of the Honour of Chrift, and the
Intereft of his fpiritual Kingdom, and promoting the
Weltare of immortal Souls ? Have thefe Things lain with
Weight upon our Hearts, and been uppermotft in our

Souls? And to bring about thefe, which were the great

Ends of the firft Inftitution of the Gofpel Miniitry, have
we not thunned to deciare unto our Pcoplc, all che Coun-
fel of God? Knowing the Terrors of the Lord, havs
wre carneftly prefled, and importunately per{uaded Sinners
to be reconciled to God; fetting before them, how awful
and dreadful a Thing it will be, to 1all into the Hands
of a fin-avenging God? And to encourage and allure
them to embrace the great Salvation of Chriit, have we
endeavoured to exhibit to their View, the rich Treafures
of Gofpel Grace? Have we made Progiefs in fpiritusl
Knowledge, and let our Profiting appear unto all, and
approved ourfclves Scribes inftrutted unto the Kingdom
of God, who have been able out of our rich Treaifure,’ to
produce Things both new and old? Or, in explaining,
enforcing and applying, all the great Docirines oti}onix;r

oly
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holy Religion, and in dealing out a Portion of the Word,
fuited to the particular Circumftances; various CharaQers,
and different Conditions of our Hearers ; thus fhewing
ourfelves wife Mafter-Builders, and fkilful Dividers of
the Word of Truth? Ina Word, have we preached o
our own Souls, as well as to the Souls of Others; and
bhad our own Hearts afficéied, and deeply imprefied, with
the vait Impottance and Neceffity of thofe Things, we
have urged upon our People ? able to thet Exhor.
tation of the infpired Apoftle, have we takca heed to
ourlelves, and unto our Dofrine, continuing in them;
doing this, that we migh!. fave ourfelves, and them who
have heard us? -

In the laft Place, I would addrefs my Difcourfe to
you, Dear Sir, who are this Day to make a folemn Dedi-
cation of yourflf to God and Chrift, in the Work of
the Gofpel Miniftry. | .

~ "We defire to acknowledge the Goodnefs of the great
Loxd of the Vineyard, who is calling and fending you

immortal Souls : and we would not fail at the fame
‘Time, of offering our Afcriptions of Gratitude and
- Praie, to the Great Head of the Church; who we
truft, hath given you a good Degree cf Furmiture for the
Miniftry ; and inftruted you to be a Scribe, with fome
fuitable Meafure of Ability and Readine§s, to fpeak, ex-
hort, and rcbuke with all Authority ; that you may be
mnade inftrumental to fubferve the great Purpofes of his
fpiritual Kingdom in the World. Suffer me, my Brother,
in all Kindnefs tc exhort you, that you look well to it ;
that you know the Chriit, whom youu are to preach to
others; that fo you may preach not yourfelf, but Chrift
Jefus the Lord : Unfpeakably awful will it be indeed,
if you fhould by any Means fail of the Grace of God 3
and when you have preached the Word of Life agd thelt
' ofpe
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Gofpel of Salvation to your Fellowmen, be at laft, an
everlafting Caft-away yourfelf. Takethe utmoft Heed
therefore to the Salvation of your own Soul; and fee to
it, that.you enter upon this facred Work, witha pure
Zeal for the Honour of God, and an unfeigned Defire
to promote the Intereft of Chrift’s Kingdom, and the
cternal Weal of precious Souls. Sclfith finifter Views
will mar your Undertaking, and biaft your Labours :
Wherefore feed the Flock of God, taking the Overfight
thereof, not by Conftraint, but willingly ; not for filthy
Lucre, but of a ready Mind; knowing that it is of
the Lordonly, you areto receive the Reward of the
Inheritance ; for you ferve the Lord Chrift. Let me
befeech you, not to negle&t the Gift which is in you, or
that which is now to be conferr’d upon you; but take
fuitable Pains to improve all your Talents, and 0 make
Increafe of your minifterial Furniture, that fo none may
have any juft Caufe to defpife or view you in a con-
tempuble Light. As far as your Health will admit,
be diligentin your Studies, and efpecially be muck in
fervent Prayer to God, that he #vould caufe every mini-
fterial Gift, and nseded Wifdom and Grace to abound in
you, that you may have all Fullnet: in all Things. Give
your Attendance to Readirg, and efpecially be much in
Reading and Studying the facred Scriptures which are
able to make the Moz of God wife, perfec, andthorough-
ly furnifhed unto every good Work. Be much inmedi-
tating upon :aefe Things which concern the faithful Dif-
charge ai your Miniftry; as much as poffible give your-
felf wholly to them, that your Profiting may appear to
all.  See that your Deportment be fuch, that none may
take Occafion to defpiic your Youth, and bein all Things
a Pattern of good Works.  See that you fkillfuly handle
the Word of Truth, making proger Diflin&ions betwixt
the Holy and Vile; dealing out in due Seafon unto ali,
their Portion of Meat, as their refpective Cafrs fhall de-
mand : And bear it conftantly upon your Mind, that
D you
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0u are to wake forSouls as One w, to an
g\ccoun&ynm Gt:d Be therefore 4 ﬁ) & angtm '
xard-of the manifold G..ce of .. When you
eak, “Ipe asthe Oracles of God, amilctyour mini-
firing be as of the Ability that God doth give 5 that
God in all Things may be glorified by you, thro* Jefus
* Chrift; to whom be Preife and Dominion fmvcr and
evae, AME N
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