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gfégm N fo enlightened an Age as owrs,
R = when many able Writers oblige the
& 1 gﬁé Publicwith their Produttions, st may,
mﬁﬁ perhaps be e.rpe&r«s"{, tb'v'z‘t' only fome-
| thing extraordinary in his Perform-
ance, or peculiar inhisCircumftances, fhonld move
an Anthor to make his Appearance to the World
in Prine,
' I can plead neither of thefe as the Reafon of my
prblifking the following Sermon; on which Account,
I fcarcely expell to efcape the Cenfure of [undry.
" For this Reafon, as well as want of Time to fit
it ‘for the Prefs, 1 declined, for fome Time, to
comply with Importunities to fend it into the VWorld,
Buty on confidersing, that thofe who folicit the
Publicarion of ity [uppofed therewere fundry Things
¢n it peculiarly (uited to-their Cafes ; and that Peo-
ple may receive more Benefir by deliberately read-
ingy than only qnce tranfiently hearing a-Difcourfe ;
and likewsfe, that tho' many worthy Pieces have
fately been publifhed, 1do woi remember to have
| | | Jeen
/OB o0, .
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feen one on the following Head, which is fo very
neceffary at this Day : On weighing thefe Things,
and hoping, that what 1 have done, may excite
ﬁme abler Hand, to treat the Snbjelt more fully,
1, at length, determined ro gracify she Defire of my
Friends.,

I bave reprefented the Exercifes of weak, di-
[trefled Chriftians, in a plain, familiar Drefs, in
order the better to affift thofe, whofe Good I had
chicfly in Piew, . )

] intreat my Readers, efpecially thofe who defired
that the following Difconr[e might be printed, care-
fully to wesgh the feveral Cafes it offers to your Con-
Sfideration ; and earnestly entreat the compaffionate
Redeemer, to fix fuch a lafting Impreffion of thene
on your Hearts, and enable you [o to obferve the
varions Diftinitions and Divellions given in ity as
yon may recesve [pecial Inflrultion, and Affiftance
by them. ,

People are fometimes exceedingly pleafed in hear-
7 a Sermon, and for the firft two or three Times
they read 11 ; bar it afrerwards becomes old to
them ; therefore they reft wnaltive, withont ob-
taining the End ar firft propofed, a: leaft, in Jo
great a Degree as they expefled.

If this fball be the Cafe with yon, my Defirn in
#¢bis Difcourfe, willy in a great Meafure, be fra-
fraced, which is, to guicken your decaying Graces;
#har, forgetting the Things which are behind,
and reaching to thefe which ate before, you may;)
‘ Wit
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with geater Pigor, prefs rowards the Mark, for the
Prize of the high Callirg of Gop, in CaRist
Jesus, (Philippians iii. 13, 14.) That onr gra-
cions Lord may blefs ir Sfor thefe Purpefes, 15 the
carneft Request of,

Peqtceé. April

Your Souls Servant,
10¢h, 1759. }

For Chrift’s Sake, .

RoBerT SmiITi.
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70 THE READER. .

f

Embafladots divide the Word anght, and

give o every .one h¥ proper Portion ; with-
out this, the End of the Miniftry'is not like to
be anfwered : 1t 1 *not only neceffary’ to abarm
the Sccute, and dete@t the felf-deceived, but
likewife te heal the wounded, and Speak a ##ord
20 the weary in Seafon, which 1s like Apples of
Gold, in Piftures of Stlver : The blefled Jefus
eujoyns his Servants to comfort his People, and
feed his frambs : When real Religion is in ge-
neral in a low Seare, it may be reafonably fuppof-
ed, that many 'who have the Root of the Matter
in them, are opprefled,with.-Doubts and Difcou-
ragements : Now t0 poxr ¢r Wine and Oyl into
the bleeding Wounds of [uch, and bind them up
with a Friendly Hand, is as'tteedful as it is god-
Jike and noble ! The following plain practical
Dijcurfe, fcems well calculated to anfwer this
important D.fizn, which I heartily with thro® the
devine Bleffing it may ; and that the pious and

valuable Anzhor, may be of much Service fo the
Church of Chrift,

IT is the exprefs command of God, that his

Philadelphia, April
} GiLBERT TENNENT,

13th, 1759.



The bruifed Reed BounD Up, &¢.

S ER MO N

Maiah, xlii. 5. . A bruifed Reed fhall he not break :
And the (moaking Flax fball be not guench : He
foall bring forth Fudgment unto Trush.

: JANKIND having, by the Breach. of
'M@ Gopn’s holy Law, infulted the Majefty

of Heaven 5 rejected his juft Authoriry,
@@ and contended with him the Rights of
Severeignty ; what could reafonably have been
expe&ed, but that he would have left them to
perith withoit Remedy;s in the dolcful Ruias of
their Apoftacy i But, furprifing Mercy ! Un-
{earchable Wi(dom has devifed, and unparallel-
led Goodr:éfs revealed, a glorious Method of Sal-
vation for guilty Sinners, through the Mediation

of
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~ of Gop’s owa ete'nal, ¢ equal Son ! News, thae
aftonith, not’ ouvly ws, bur all he worderng
Throng on high! The Avpoi tment of ur ! oRD
REepreMeRr to, his Qualifi a ions for, ard h. ac-
.ccptable Method ir which he difcha ges his Office,
ate exccllently defeiioed, in this Paflage of Scrip-
ture, 6F which :h: Words of my Text arc a ! art.
But, what at his Time, more efpecially requires

- your Artenvion,. is, the peculiar, render Care of
the Compaflionate Bissor of Souls, over the
weakeft of his Flock ; of which lct us Obferve
the Qbjeils, Atts, and Effects,

1. THE Objefts of Curist’s tender Care, ate
pointed out in th-fe Wo ds, a brui’ed Reed, and
Jmoaking Flax, (a bru:ed Re:d) i. e. the Saint,
who, broken in Spiri, and bowed :'own with a
Serfe of his Siv, and Weakne(s, ca:nnt exerty
at leat, in any comtorrable Meafure, the con-
firmng Aéts ot Grice 3 bur is o f eble, that he
{eems to be rerdered ufeleis, like a c.ufhed, or.
bruifed Reed.*

(Smsoaking

* Hierom {uppofes there is, in this Phrale, an « Al-
“ lufion to a mufical Inftrument made of a Reed, which
“ Shepherds ufed to have, which when bruifed founds
ill, and is flung away by the Mufician, as difdaining
« to {pend his Breath upon fuch a vile Inftzument, that
“ emits no pleafant Sound. Buc Chrift wi!l not cak off
* poor Souls that cannot make fo good Mufic in God's
“ Ears as others, and anfwer not the Breathirgs of his
‘ Spirit. with thar Life and Vigor, but he will take Pains

«“ with them to mend them,
¢

-~
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(Smodking Flax) Flax is here, by a Metonymy,
put for the Week of a Candle made of it ; which
[moaks, or only -burns dimly, as the Words may
be rendered ; and this is the Cafe, when the
Weck:is not well diiedy efpecially when newly
lishted. A uue Image this of the Chriftian,
when, -upon the Sulpenfion of divine Influences,
his Infirmities and oftenlive Corruptions, excit-
ed by Temprations, cloud lis Grace, and fup-
Pr_efg its A&s 5 {o that, rhe Things which remain
with him, are readysodie.  Parucularly,. it gives
us 2 lively Vicw of fonre young Counverts, whofe
Giace is weak, and Infirmities many, not having
made Progreis in Sarv&ification, nor having had
their Grace confirmed by the Sealings of the Spirit
of Promife :* Bur, asFite refifting the moift Mat-
ter that fupprefles its Operations, ftruggles to
break out it a Flame ;" So, true Grace, where-
ver it is, will endeavour to be difentangled from
the oppreflive Weights that clog it, and break
up inte lively Exercife. Now, tho’ Men may
| tread upon, and put out an offenfive Week, vyer,

our Lorp will not extinguifh, but rather encreafe,
~the Believers {mall Sparks of Light and Heat.
Which';btings me to obfcrve, '

2. The A&s of Curist’s tender Care over his
weak People, exprefled in thefe Words, fbadl be
nét break,and fhall he not guench. Here is a
beauriful Meiofis more underftood than exprefled :

Inftead of cruthing, and extinguithing, he will
= B carefully
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arefully bind up the bruifed Reed, and enflame
the fmoaking Flax. Thar :his is the Meaning of
Ehc Words, w.ll inore fully appear, by confid.r-
ing,
3. Tue Effe® of Curist’s tender Care, he
Bail bring forch Fadiment unto Trudh. Judg.
ment may h:re betaken, either (1.) for the Doc-
trinecs of his Worl, (as in the 119 Pflaim,
with furdry other Places,) whith Carist will

publiih faithfully, and by this M.ans, fpreading
the glorious Victorics of his Grace, fhall pro- ;

mote the In:erefts ot his Kingdom on Earth, not-
withft inding the Oppofition of a!l its Enemivs

Therefore it is added, in the 4thVerfe, rthe Jles
fpall wase for bis Law, Or, (2.) it may betak- -

en for the Reliever's Caufe that is Jebated, whi h

Curisz will manifefily decide, and give Sen-

terce in, according to Trurh and Equiry, and
not unjuftly, and pardially, as corrupe Judges ufe
to do, in Cafes brought before them. Hence
the farrhful Judge of all the Earth promifcs, if
we commit oxr Way 10 him, be will bring forth
orr Fudiment as the. Noon-Day, (Pflalm. xxxvii.
. 6. |
S Tn)o’ the Words may be underftood in the
former Senfe, yet the latter is principally in-
tended, as appears, (1.) from the Q ality of

the Perfons for whom Judgment: fhall be broughe
forth, who are {uppofed to be difcouraged and -

opprefled in Conteflt with chemfclver, refpe@-
ing
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_irg the State of their Soul, and with their Spia
. ritual Epemies Sin and Satan, (2 ) by cen-
paring this P lage with Marthew xii, 20. where
it is revdered, 21l he Send forth Fudiment unto
Vittory 3 i. e. Till Judgement, or Sentcnce
“ be given for him, in which Cufe 2 Man is
¢« {.id to be vi@orious in Judgmentt.,” Heice
i~ is added, (Verle 21 ) In kis Name frall she
Gentiles Trufk, |
Tuis Promi‘e may be app'icd to the Church
in Genersl. which, tiio” the has chicfly hicherto
been opp-fled, yet, thre’ divine Aid, has o-
vercome every Oppofition, and fhall, ac laft,
effe@uclly prevail againft all her Enemics, Bug
it pecvlialy refpe@s all weak, difrefled Be-
lievers, whofe impeife@ Srugales, and w ak Be-
givnirgs in G ac, Curist will frengthen more
2 d mo.e, rill they become more than Cenqu-rors
thio’ him thar lo.ed thcm; and their fmall Spark
b¢ kirdled into a Elame.
- De&.  The moft oppreffed, and weak Belicvers
frall come off Victorsons, thre' the tender Care, and
Grace of CHRIST.

I aM perfuaded, Brethren, thereare not a few,
that {nstch at the Children’s Bread, who yet have
no Rightto it. Such a Subje as this, pieafes
tho.c hypo ritical Prerenders: Wh le the Miiafters
of CrRrisT, attempt, a:ier his Example, to ftre. gth-

B 2 | n

1 Scc Poel's Annot. on Ifaiah Ixii, 3.

¢
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en the weak Hands, thac hang ‘down, and con-
firm the feeble Knees, they take Occalion from
thetice, to fupport their falle Hopes : Tiey exa-
mine themfelves by the loweft Matks of Grace, if
they examine themfelves at all 5 and Hope, that
thexr Filchinefs is the Spor of Gop’s Children. It
is therefore, one of the Mol diffizult Tasks in
the whole Compafs of miii& rial Dusies, to feed
the weak«ft in Ciarist’s Flock, and, ia the mean
Time, detet bold Prefumers : Buc Bbrh'bé‘ing
neceflary, -1 fhall

‘1. A!mtton fome T hinas, Sohich are, 1found in
the Experience of all true Belzever’:, even the toeak-
eft ; that none may T prefume they havc Grace,
who are not poflefled ofit. And

Il. Give you the Charaflers of weak; opprefled
Believers ; that thebiuifed Reed o.nd imoakmg
Flax may fee his own Pitture. "

1. 1 fball prove, that true; the weak_ oppre|-
fed Believers, [hall come off vitborious; thro' the
Grace and tender Care of CHR1S 7. And

I. 1 am to thew you fome Things, that are
feund in the Experience of al true Belzwers, even
the wea@’, ' :
1. They experience an wniverfal Change of
Heart and Life : All their old Things are paffed ‘
amvay, and all Things are become new, (2 -Corin-
‘thians V. 17.) The ffony Heart 15 took ‘ont of
‘their Flefb, and an. Hearr of Flefb given them,
( Exvkiel xxxvi. 26,) The Hovry Seir1t, byhis

' | powerful
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powetful Influences, implants aPrinciple of (plri-
tual Life in their Souls, removes thejr impeni-
tent | Hardnefs, fatal Security, Pcupld Blifrdnefs,
bafe Propcnhty to fulfil the Lufts:of the Flefhs

removes their unyielding Enmity againft Gop, his
Law, and the Gofpel Method of Salvation thro
his Son, and enabLs them to exert living, {piri-
ual Ads, (Ephefians ii. 1.) He dilcovers dlv ne
Things intheir attractive Beauties, {0 as thev feel
their transforming Power," and tafte th:ir Sweet-
nefs; (2 Corinthians ii. 18.) gives them a prevail-
ing Bias to Gop, and the Dusies ot Rel: ‘gion,
(P(alm Ixxiii. 2§. Romans vii. 22.) Hence hcy
act from new Priuciples, and with new Euds, in
all they do '+ The Love of Curist excites their
Devotiohs, (2 Corinthians v. 10.) And his Glo-

ry is the ultimate Aim of their A&ions, (Romﬂr:

xiv. §.)

Oé/e&‘ Peruars fome diftreffed Chu{han
may {ay, alas! I fear, I have never experienced
a Changc of Heart'y for Self, and other :Cor-
ruptions, not only work in, but prevail agamﬁ
me. .

Anf. Renewing Grace makes an cffe@ual,
but not a perfe&, Change ‘on all the Powers of
the Soul: There are Corlupuons in the beft
Saints, which, upon the Sufpenfion of divine In-
fluences; work in, and may prevail agaiift them
for a Seafon, (Pfa/m Ixv. 3.) Burthe Promxfe of
Gop fecures them againft the Dominien of Sin,

(Romans
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{Romans vi. p4.) which intends its general and
allowed Sway,

How we k foever their Graces, or ftrong their
Lorruptions may {ome:imes be, Believers have an
habitusl Difpolednefs ot Heart to Gop, s their
only fatisfyingPortion 3 and che.efore when they
Javith away their Af@icns on empty Creatures,
thev can have no Comfort, nor Peace ot Mind,
¢ill they return 10, and 1eplace their Affections on
Goo, their fupremeGood : They oppofe the baie
fdol Self, the Rival to their M ke:’s Glory, and
accounting themfelves wrerched for this, and il
their other Corruptions, breathe for Deliverance
from them ! (Romans vii, 24.)

But, O! ve hypocritical Profeffors, whatfe-
ever Exerciles you may h-ve experiericed. in Reli-
gion, you have never obtained the forementioned
Change of Heart.  Youmay have trembled, as
Felix 3 a-d received the Word with J 1y, fora
Scafon, l'ke the ftony Ground Hearers : Yet the
Stone fhill remains in your Nature, and Self'is the
chief Mark of all vour Aims. Al your Puriuirs
in the World, are only to ferve vouifelves, and
gratify your fenfual Appetites.

" You perform the Duries of Rcligion, meerly
put of Cuftom, to procure 8 N.me among Men,
fhut the Mouth of Conftience, obtain Heaven,
and cfcape Hell 3 and in fhott, to anfwer your
own Ends, in fome Refpeét or a:ner, withoura
Yiew to God’s Haunour. - Your seligious Sor-

TOWS
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rows are only excited by Fear, and the Spring of
your Joys is nothing elfe bur the Delufive, fane
ciful Dream, that your State either x5, ot wli be
fafe ; bur you are Strangers to the {weet Ims
pretfion of Divine Glo:ics, moving you to re-
joice purely in the Lorp.

Now, as Nature alone, or, ar moft, Nature
sflited by common InHmences, s the Spring of
all your Adions, and Self only the End otthem,
vou sre, doubtlefs, iw a gracelefs State 5 and,
confequently, Heics of Wath. For the youw
may do what for the Matrer of it is good 5. yer
the Principle and End of your A&ions being bad,

u are deftitute of two main Ingredients of &
good A&tioft ; therefore nothing you do cin be
{piritually good, and pleafing to Gon. But if
yo1 de not pleafe and honot him, you are cerw
tainly 2 Nufanee ro fpotlefs Purity 5 and thege-
fore you muft, if you contimue in your prefeng
Cafe, be the perperud Subje@s of his fore Dill.
plealure, |

2. True Belivers, difclaiming their own Me:
rit, and Ability, depend entively o the Rightes
osfnefs of Chrift for she Accepeance of their per<
Jons and Services, and on his Power for Stremgrle
to exert atl che A%s of Graee, as weR as to Pers
form every Puty, (Pfalm Ixxi. 16, ljaiah Ixiv. 6,
Phillipians. #i. 3, 9, 10.) The weakeft Faitk
tncludes fuch a Renunciation of ourfelves, and
tefting on CHRist ; for weak Grace dees not

’ differ
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differ from ftrong .in the Nature of . its Adts,
~but in the Degree of them.

. Oljet, Some bruifed Reed may be faying,
Alas ! 1 have not a comfortable View or Perfua-
fion iof ;an Intereft in CuRrist as my Saviour ;
therefore, I fear I have no tiue Faith.

.-.Anf. AN Intereft in:Curist is one Thing,
dnd a 'well grounded Perfuafion of it another :
The former-may be, and often 1s, where the lat-
ter is not : Therefore you fhould not conclude
you have no Intereft in Carist; becaufe you can- -
novcome ro a full Perfuafion of i.  Bur-that you
miay be dhifted in clearing up your Intereft, attend
te the following Queries. (1.) Do you lock up-
on yourfelves as the chief of Sinners, the meaneft,
and-mpft unworthy Wretches ; and fee fo many
Defeéts:.in-all your religious Performances, that
you wonder Gop doesnot reject you tor the Sin
that deaves te the beft of them 2 On the other
Hand,: do you adnare the Worth, and adorable
Condefcentions of Curist? And are youaffli¢ted
that ‘you, cannot prize him mote ? Such a Frame
o this is af Evidence of Faith, which alwayvs a-:
bafes the Creature, and exalsCurist.  (2.) Tho’
you bave not a fatisfying Peruafion of your Pro-
perty in CHRIST as your Saviour ; -yet can you
acknowledge him as your Lorp, and vindicate his
Property in you @ Do you defire to ftoop to his
royal Seeptér? And do you oppoleSin as his En-
emy, and youts ? If thefe. Things are. fo, they:

| manifeft,
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manifeft, that, having put yourfelves ynder the
Government of CHRIsT, you have common
Friends and Enemies with him} and are therefore
"embarked in his Caufe, tho' you are deftitute of
prefent Comfort.  (3.) Do you highly Eftcem an
Intereft in Curist? Ate your Hearts {aying, Ol
blefled are they, who ¢an freely embrace, and
call him theirs 2 Aud does your Efteem of a State
of Grace flow, not meetly from the Safety you fup-
pofe there is in being in it, but from its Excellen-
¢y, and the Beauty of the Plan of Redemption by
which it is obtained 2 Are you fo pleafed wich
this Plan, that had you ten Thoufand Souls, you
would defire to venture them all npon ir? Do
you fee it {fo worthy ef the Majefty of Heaven,
that you would not chufe any other Method of
Salvation, were it left to your own Choice; upon
what Terms you would be faved 2 If this be the
Cafe, you are indeed Believers ; for to be pleaf-
~ed with the Plan of Redemption thra’ Curist,
' is to confent to take him according to that Plap,
(4.) Are you groaning becaufe of the Unbelief of
your Hearts, and faying, Lorp, what fhallI do with
chis fearful, this fulpicious; this de(perately wick-
ed Heart 2 Shall [ always difpute and ftagger2
Perfuade my Soul, good Lomrp, perfuade it to
reft in Crrist, and fay to it thou art my Salvas
tion ! Perfift in chis Exercife, Brethren, and our
compaflionate Lorp, will bind up your bruifed -
Reed, and enflame your fmoaking Flax,

. C I'feall
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I fhall once more take  Aim’at your Confci-
ences, O 'ye Hypocrites ! And may the Loro
dire& the Arrow between the Joints of the Har-
nels. Youare entirely deftitute of {aving Faith;
therefore you cannot Pleafe Gob, ( Hebrews,
x1, 6.) Rejedting Curist you reft on your own
Righteoulnefs, as appears by the Eafe of . your
Conftiences upon the Performance’ of: Duties,
tho’ 'you have not mec with CurisT, nor ob-
tained his Grace. Or, if, from a rational
Convi&ion that Works of Obedience to the
Luw will not fave you, you attempt to reject a
iDependerice ~on the -outward . Performance “of
Pury, don’t youlean upon your Frames as your
Rightéoulne(s ; at leaft you think, thefe will
recommend you to Curist’s Righteoufnefs, and
‘both will recémmend- you to the Favour of Gop.
Thus yow divide your Salvation between your=
felves ‘and . Curist;” and by this Means you re-
Jecthim 5 for he will either be allin all in the,
MWork, ornothing atall,

. EncoMrassiNg yourfelves with your own
Sparks, : you‘come to Gop with a Price in' your
‘Hands'; and fuppofing that ‘this gives you a
Right to the Promifes, you lay hold on them, ‘bun

alas ! you de net lay hold on Curist exhibited

in them, e g@ When CuRr1sT promifes reft
toall 'weary and heavy laden Sinners, -upon their

roming to him, 'you fuppofe, that the Perfons
diftrefled Conditjon: fpecified in the Promi(g;}s

a -
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a Gofpel Qualification, required ofall, thatcome
' to him, as a recommending Worth, and con-

cluding, that you hive this Wortthinefs, becaufe

you have had diltre(s of Confcience for Sin, €Jc.

you fnatch at the Promife as yours ; but you on-

ly confent to takeche Blefling, becaufeyou have

fomething to give for.it ; and do not confent
. to take Curist, the Dilpenfer of the Blefling,
rbecaufe he is freely offered to you.

Turs is a very fine {pun Thread of Self-righ-
teoufnefs, with which many weave themfelves a
- Covering, thar the Flames of Wrath will con-
fume, They come. to the very .Point of clof-
ing with Chrift 5 but dafhing on this Rock,
theyare drove from him to their eternal Con-
fulion ; and fo will you alfo, if Gop, qf his in-
finite: Meccy does not break the Snare with which
you are entangled.

- You entirely miftake the Defign of fuch Pro-
mifes, which is notto inform us, that there is
any recommending Worth, in any Conditions, or
fu{pending Terms fuppofed in them; but to teach
us the Neceflity of Faith, only as an Inftrument
to intereft us in the Promifes ; and to encourage
diftre(led Souls to come to Curist for free Mer-
¢y, bymentioning their very Cafe, whereby they,
in: parricular, are invited as it were by Name,

34.- Al trxe Chriffians have Communion with
CHRIST ; for he promiles, if any Man will o-
pen the Daor, he will come into bins, and will fup

C .z | with
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woith him, (Revelatians iii 20.) Curist difclofes
his Heart to Believers, and they diclofe their

- Hearts to him. He reveals the Secret of his Co-
venant to them, (Pfaim xxv. 25.) By difcovering
divine Perfections in the Gofpel Method of Re-
demptdion, theit Souls areattracted to him, inthe
Exercife of all the Graces of the Spirit.

Objeft. 1 HAVE not ravithing Dilcovers of
Gop’s amiable Perfections ; therefore, 1 doubt,
I have never had Communion with him. - -

Anf. (1) You mayhave as real and profitable
Communion with Gop, while you humbly lie in
the Duft, and ceplore your Iniquities, from the
Difcovery of his Majefty and Holinefs, as when
your Souls are {weetly ravithed by Views of his
unparallelled Grace and Love, ob had, doubt-
Jefs, as real Communion with his Maker, when
he abhotred himfelf, and repented in Duft and
Afhes, (Fob xlii. 6.) as Mofes had, when his
Face fhone with tianfporting Views of divine
Gloty 5 (Exodus xxxiv. 36.) (2) Tho' every
Chriftian is always in a Stat¢ of Comimunion, he
has not always actual Communien with Gop.
The Lorp went up from ¥acoé, in the Place where
he talked with him, (Gewefis xxxv. 13.) The
Pfalmift declares with ehe fame Breath, that bis
Mountain” ftood fhiotie, ahd that Goo hid his
Face from him, (Pfaim xxx. 7.) {3) You have
cerrainly tafted its {weeenefs;, if you are troubled
when Gop withdraws the Lightof his Countenance,

(Pfains
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(Pfalm xxx. 7.) and defire theReturn of ir morse
than all the choiceft Things of Na:u:e, (Pfam iv.
6, 7. Cant, 1. 2.)

HyrocR1TEs too are rronbled, when chcy lofe
their Frames 5 for then the Spring ot all their
Hupcs being gone, theirFears rerurn upon them:
This is the Realon of their Grief, and not the
Want of Communion with Gor ; for that they
never had, nor defiie to have, for'ics own fake.
Fixing their fupreme D“hght in Things of Time
and Senfe, their chicf Cry is, who will fhew us
any worldly Good, (Pfalm iv. 6.) Could they
get it, they would take up with the World *or
their eternal Portion, and laave the Saints to pof-
fefs the Joys of Heaven alone.

4th. The Saiunts rejoice to approach GO D in
divine Ordinances, that they may bebold bes Beas-
ty, while they enguire in his holy Temple, (Plalns
xxvil. 4. Ixxxiv. and exxii.) We delire an Op-
portunity of feeing and converfing with the Per-
fons we love : But Belicvers incerely iove the L orpy
therefore do they breahe afrer the Orinances ;
becaufe thefe are the Means by which he nmianifefts
his Glory to, and communes wich them.

But, Hypocrites being dragued ro Ducies by
Confcience, or moved trom {elﬁ{h Views, they -
cannot take Plealure in them, as Means.of Com-
munion with Gop : H.:nce diviie Ordinances are
generally a Wearinefs to them.  Yer fometimes a
meﬁvef, by his moving Oratory, efpecially on a

welting

{
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melting Theme, may be to them, as Ezcksel was
to his Hearers, as the Song of one that has a'lovely
Voice, and can playwith anInftrument : But tho'
he footh their Natures, their Heartsare not chang-
ed; They hear bis Fords, bur do thewm not ; and
while the profefs mhch Love with the:r Mouth,
their Hearts go afrer their Coveronfnefs, ( Ezeki-
el xxxiii, 31, 32.)

Objelt. Peruars {ome trembling Saint is fay-
ing, I doubt, this is my very Cate 5 for tho’
fometimes I have fele a Pleafure in Duties ; yet
am I often exceedingly out of Frame for them.

Anf.  Tut Spoufe fought Curist on her Bed
- by Night, (Can. iii.'1.) which points out both
her Darknefs and Security.  Nay, when he knocks
at the Door of her Heart for Entrance, the makes
Excufes againt rifing ro It him, in, (Chapter w
Verfe 2.) Yet may we find in her Exercifcs, the
following Msrks of Sincerity, in which your Ex-
erciles agrec with hers, and to which no Hypo-
crite can attain. |

(1.) Tuo’ the fleeps her Heart waketh, and fhe
knows the Foice of her Beloved (peaking to her,

(Cant. v. 2.) In like Manner, Brethren, how
indifpofed foever you are to Duties, whenCurist
{peaks, the Spark of Grace awakingin your Hearts,
will ftruggle to break thio’ all the Clogs of Stu-
-pidity into an a&tive Flame ; and you know it is
“that fame Voice of Mercy and Love, that before
fpake to you. (2.) Itwashim whom ber Sonl lov-

ed

kY



[ 19 ]

ed the fought ; {o, however you we Hung around
with Inactivity, Curist isthe Center of Love, to
which your Souls are attralted. (3.) Arifing
from her Bed, fhegoesthro’ the Streets and broad
Ways, enquiring tor her Beloved at the Warch-
men and Daughters of Ferufalem 5 nor does fhe
ftop hcte, but, pafling them all, continues her
folicitous Purfuit, until fhe finds him, (Chapter
iii. 2, 3, 4. andv. 8.) Thus cndeavouring to
thake of Security, youwill carefully feek Curist
in every Ordinance 5 and, as you have Oppor-
tunity, will ask Diretion of the Minifters of the
Gofpel, and other Profcflors 5 nor will this fatisa
fy you, you camnot live upon Means ; bur going
beyond them all, will continue to feek Curisr,
till you find him, and be ¢nabled to fay, my be-
loved is mine, andl am hit, (Cant. v, and vi, $.)
€4.) Having found Curist, the beld him faft,
and wosld not let him go, wntil {the had brought
bim into her Mother's Houfes and into the Chame
ber of her that concesved her, (Chapteriii. Verfe
4.) Grace is 4 very generous Principle : The Be-
ltever does not Want to engrofs all Favours to
himfelf alone 5 but having found Curist, he
endeavours to pring him into the Church, that
othets may, with him, partake of his Prefence

and Love. » : |
S« True Believers maintain a4 War againft e«
very Stny and all Temptations to it, (Galatians v,
16.) The Spiris Infleth againft the Flefb, and tha
Flelh



[ 20 T

Flefb againft the Spirir.  They hate every Degree
of Sin, becaufe if its Contraciety to the Law and
Perfeltions of Gop; thercfure do they oppole it
Hyrocr1Tes may alfo oppofe it, as Préare did
the Fews; and repent for it, as Frdas.  Bu their
Refiftance is but faiar 3 nor are they willing to
mortify aliSin: Theym:l nor cut off 2 right Hand,
wor pluck owt a right Eve for CHRIST : There
are ftill fome darlirg Lufts and Idols they would
have fpared.  Neither do they refift any Sin, be-
caufe of its M :lignity, which ftrikes at the divine
Being; nor becaufe of its Vilene(s, which robbs
them of Gon'sImige. The chief Spring of their
Struggles ogaintt it is, the Terror of their Con-
fciences awakened by the Law of Gob. They
don’t Jamen: that th=v have finned againft Gop,
only, with David, (Pfalm li. 4.) but with Cain,
that their Punifhment is greater than they can
bear, (Genefis iv, 13.) They would rejoice to
ecommit Sin with Gteedinef<, could they do it with
Impunity ; nor would they artempr to obey any
Command, did they not fear the Wrath of Gob.
Objett. | reeL Sin working in me, and of-

‘ten bringing me into Captivity to its Law,
Axf. BELIEVERs Qbey the Law of Sin with
the Flefh, but with 1he Mind the Law of GO D,
{Romans viis 25.) remaining Correptions bring
them into Captivity to Sin, while renewing Grace
nclines them to delight in the Law of Gop, and
achift the Motions of Sin, (Vetfe 22, 23) They
| | do
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do not generilly, and allowedly ; nor can they
totally, and finally, fall away into Sin, becaufe
the Seed of GOD remains in them, (1 Fobn iii. 9.)
Turn the Needle in the Compals to what Poing
you pleafe, it will not fix there, bur quiver, dll
" it points to the Pole again.  So; tho’ the Saints
may be turned off from Gob, by the Force of
Temprations, they cannot be ar reft, dll they
point ta him again, who is the Center of their
Affe@ions. An Army may be foiled, and yet
not totally routed : Tho’ the Enemy get an Ad-
vantage, it may rally again, Tho’ Satan may, °
for a Seafon prevail againft you, he cannot whol-
ly deftroy you ; nor will your Hearts chearfully
yield to his Commands; but counting his Service
a bafe Drudgety, you hate it, and grean to he
- free from his flavifh Yoke, ( Romans vil. 1§;
24.) Iappealto your Confciences, whether, up-
on a calm, deliberate View of the Cafe, you
would not chufe Holinefs for its intrinfic Bean-
ties, tho’ there were no Danger of Wrath 2 If
this be the Cafe, you are indeed holy, whatfoe-
ver Weight of Corruption you groan under.

6. Increafe is a Property of true Grace, (Fobn
xv, 2.) Ewvery Branch in me that bringeth forth
Fruit, my Father purgeth st, that it may bring
forth more Frsir, What is begun in Regenera~
tion, 1s carried on and perfeéted in Sanétification,
until the Believer is ripened for Glory. Aiming

2t Perfe@ion, he refts in no certain Pitch arriy-
Al ed
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ed atin Religion : He counts not himfelf to have
already atrained, or to be already perfelt ; bae
foroettmg thofe Things Which are behind, and
reaching forth to thofe Things which are before,
be preffes toward the Mark, for the Prize of the
high Calting of GOD in CHRIST FESUS.
(szlzppmm ii. 12, 13, 14.)

Objett. Uron this, fome bruifed Reed and
fmoaking Flax, may be ready to rejeé all his
Hopes, w1thout any Hefitation, becaufe of his
fad Declines in Religion ; particularly, his loof=
ing the lively Edgc, with which he firft {er out
m it.

"IN An‘wer to which, let it be obferved, (1.)
that tho it is the Nature of Grace to grow, it
does not actually grow at all Times : It is natural
to the Flowers and Grafs of the Field to grow ;
et they wither by fcorching Heat, and ‘pinching
Cold * But, onthe Return of the warm Show-
ers of Spring, Nature again purs on a verdent
Bloom. So, when Sin and Temptations prevail |
a; y:nnf& the Saints, the Exercife of Grace will de-
cay. Bur difatistied with their Deadnels, they
breathe for quickening Inﬂuences, that their Spi-
ces may flow out, (Cant.iv. 16.) Thefe, accoxd-
ing to his gracious Promife, Gop beftows on
them ; by which they revive agiin as the Corn,
grow as the Lilly, and caft forth their Roots as Le-
banon, (Hojea xiv. 5, 6, 7.) (2.) You ought

not to judge you do not grew in Grace, becaufe
you
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you have not the {ame fenfible ravifhing Exercifes
as formeily : Your Love to Gop, as well as all the
Graces of the Spirit, may be much ftronger in
Habit, than at your firft Converfion, tho’ your
Aftetions are not (o fenfibly engaged as then,
and you can bear his Abfence with much’ greater
Refignation. A loving Spoufe’s Regards to her
Hufband, are not diminifhed, but rather en-
creafed, tho’ after {fome Years Converfation toge-
sher, fhe may not every Hour fcel the (ame fenfi-
ble Sallies of Affe&ion towards him, and can
bear his Abfence afew Days, wich much lefs Anx-
iety, than at the Beginning of their Acquaintance.
If you have more {olid, ftayed Exercifes of Heart,
greater Degrees of fanctifying Knowledge in the
Myfteries of Grace, are more emptied of your-
felves, and humbled, by Views of Gob’s Purity,
the Spirituallity of his Law, and yéur own Im-
perfe@ions, your Grace is ftronger than atthofe
Seafons in which your Zeal and Love feemed to
be more flaming.

Bur the Hypocrite will nor always call upon
Gop : His temporary Flath, having no Founda-
tion, prefently vanithesaway, (Maerhew xiii, 20,
21.) then the unclean Spirit returning into him,
with feven Spirits worfe than himfelf, he turns
Apoftate, and bis latter End is worfe than the
Beginning, (Matthew xii, 43, 44, 45.) or, fet-
tling on his Lees, he contents himfelf with an
enpty formal Round of Duties, As he tefts in

| D2 what
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what he does, fo he refts in what he has attained
to, in Religion, Poflefled with a falfe View of
Happinefs, as principally, it not only, a. Deli-
verance fiom Wrath ; and Heaven as a Place of
Retreatr from Punifhment, he fatisfies himfelf
with juft as much Religion, as hethinks will bring
him toit, I proceed now to the

4— 1L Proroseo, wiz. to give you the Charatlers
of the weak, oppreffed Belicvers. And,

1. Toinfift for Sight and Feeling, as a Ground
of believing, is anEvidence of a bruifed Reed, and
fmoaking Flax, Of this the Apoftle Thomas is a
remarkable Inftance; tho’ the antient Prophets,
and Curist himfelf before his Paffion had fore-
told his Refurretion ; and tho’ Thomas was fo
well acquainted with the Veracity of his Bre-
thren, who teftified the T'ruthot the Fact : Yer,
fo weak was hisFaith, and defperate hisUnbelief,
that he obftinately refufed his Affent to it, till
he thould fee in Curist's Hauds the Print of
the Nails, and put bis Finger into the Print of the
Naisls, and thruft his Hand into bis Side, (Fohn
xx. 2§.) Our Lorp did not break to Pieces this
b:uifed Reed, nor quench this fmoaking Flax ;
but appearing to the Difciples -afterwards, he
addrefles himfelf particularly to Themas, inviting
him to take the Proof he infited on, rather than -
continue in his Unbelief, (Verfe 27.) This heal- |
ing Word fo ftrengthened and enflamed his_
Heart, that, with Attonithment, and Appropas

tian, |
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tion, he crys out my Lorp, and my Gop, (Verfe
28.) While Curist heals him, he gently re-
bukes his Unbelief, Thomas, becanfe thon baft
fecn me, thou haft believed : Bleffed are they that
bave not feen me, and yet have belreved, (Virle
29.) i. e.  Their Faith was more fpiritual and
{trong than yours ; therefore they were moie
blefled, who have believed upon a bare Word
of Teftimony.

It is an Evidence of weak Grace, to fulpend
the A&s of Faith on Frames, i. ¢. to refufe, or,
at leaft, to fcruple the Gofpel Tcftimony re-
{fpecting CuRristT, and to embrace him therein
offered to us, except we can fce, and feel, good
Difpofitions in ourfelves, as an encouraging
Foundation for us to clofe in with him. |

THo’ Believers, convinced of the Sin and Fol-
ly of fuch a Condu&, have relolved againft it
at their firft clofing with CaRrist 5 yet, thro’ the
remains of a legal Temper, they afterwards
ftrangely drop into it. 'When Sin works in their
Hearts, Darknefs covers their Minds, and Dead-
nefs {eizes their Affc&ions ; their Confciences trem-
ble with a Senfe of Guilt, and they endcavour to.
have Sin .deftroyed, and Peace compofed. But,
fhy of approaching his Majefty’s Prefcnce, whom
they have offended, they dare not venture to lay
hold upon him, until they are better difpofed.
Therefore they endeavour to get humble, melt-
¥g Frames, until, finding their Atrempes abor-

tive,
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tive, they are fhut up to the blefled Neceflity of
coming to CHRisT without Money. Now, Be-
licvers, who ate frequently perplexed with fuch a
~legal Spirir, learn your Folly, and do not lega-
hize the Gofpel, which breathes the pureft Air of
rich Grace : You ought not to look for Frames,
to give you a Right, in any Refpe&, to come to
Curist 5 but you ought to come immediately to
him for Frames. and every Thing you nced. He
15 cxalted a Prince and a Savionr, to difpenfe
thefe, (Afts v. 31.) and our of his Fulnefs you
may receive, and Grace for Grace, (Fobni. 16.)
But Faith is the Hand that receives Bleflings from
Curist 3 and the Commands, Offers, Invitations,
and Promifes of the Gofpcl, that at firft en-
couraged you to lay hold upon him, continue to
be your Warrant to fly to him daily for frefh
Supplies of all your Wants: Thele, and no good
Difpofitions in you, ate the proper Grounds of
believing. , .

2. You are weak, diftrefled Belicvers, who
are frequently denying what God has done for you,
and attempting to rusfe the Foundarion of allyour
Hopes.  As +Hypocrites' are hardly perfuaded to
part with their Confidence, f{o fome of Gop’s |
Children are hardly perfuaded to retain theirs.
Tho’ they have, at Times, bad their Intereft in
Curist fo clearly manifefted, that chey could
not refufe the Evidence of it yer, afterwards
fufpecting the Truth of allthey have cxperienced,

they
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they endeavour to lay, and ferour upon, aFoun-
dation entircly new. Apprehending thar Con-
viction never thoroughly pierced their Hearrs;
and that their difcoveiies of CHrist, and the
Gofpel Plan of Life were not clear and affecting -
They fear they were ncver fuirly divorced from
the Law, and biought Home to the Lorp Jesus
Curist. Hence they try to obtain fuch power-
ful deep Conviction of their deplorable State ;
{fuch fenfible, fweet Relief, by bcleving on
Curist, attended with oy unfpeakable, and full
of Glory 5 and the lively Imprcflions of thefe
Things {o fteadily fixed on their Hearts, from
-that very Inftant, as may ever alterwards put the
Matter quite out of Difpute with them. Bur as
often’ as they attempt this Exercife, they meer
with a Difappointment ; for when they come to
the Point of parting with Curist, their Hearts
{o cleave to him, in whofe Favour Life is bound
up, that they cannot quit their Claim to Curist
for a2 Thoufand Wotlds. But their Difappoint-
ment encreafes their Fear, that they are {o fettled
on their Lees, that they will never give up with
their delufive Confidence, till they become a
Prey to inexorable Wrath., |

-Now, poor, fhattered Believers, youare guil-
ty of the following awful Miftakes, (1.) you are
méafuring the Truth of Grace, by the Degree of
vour Exercifes: In order truly to determine yous

Interelt in Curist, you fhould rather enquire,
whether
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whether your Experiences have had the {criprural
Chara&ers of a Work of Grace, than what has
been the Degree of them ? (2.) Fixing aPlan for
him to Work b/, you fet Limirs to a fovereign
Gop, who will deal with his Children in what
Manner, and beftow on them whar Meafure of
Grace he pleafes, (3.} You are attempting, and
defiring an Impoffibility, wiz. that the Spirit of
Gob would convince you, that ycu are in a State
of Condemnation ; and, confequently, Heirs of
Wrath, The Children of Gop may exceedingly
fear it, but having received an irrever(ible Pardon
of all theirSins, they cannot be convinced by the
Hory Seirrit, that they are in a Chriffle(s State ;
for the SririT is not the Author of Contradicti-
ons. (4.) You difpute your Intereft in Curist,
while you fhouid believe, in order to clear it up ;
and you attempt more to view what Grace is in
you, than what Grace is in CHrist for you 5 you
examine youtfelves, meditate, pray, read, hear,
&3¢, but after all your Searches and Refearches,
you cannot determine whether you are Believers,
or not. To ule all thefe Means, is, doubtlefs
your Duty, But, in the mean Time, while
Curust is fo much left out of the Queftion, you
neglet the noblelt Mesn of all.  You fhould
view Curist as in every Refpeét (uitzble to your
Cale, and by a frefh A& of Faith, caft yourfelves
upon, and derive Virtue frem him ; and then,
what is befet with Darknefs, may be clear to.you

as
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as the Noon-Day. Let me add in the (5.) Place,
that a areat Train of other provoLmOEvﬂs are in-
cluded, in your denying whar Gop “has done for

ou: Particularly, you call the Gop of Truth a
{yar, Leep Grace under; difcourage weak Chrif-
tians ; bear falfe Witne(s wun& Curist, his
Spir1T and Grace ; wound Confcience ; gtieve,
and rob the Hory Srir1T of the Giory ‘of his
’,\Vork, as well as your own Souls of Pcace and
Comfmt ! ~—

. You are bruifed Reeds, who wrefling a-
fmm/l the Tide of Corruprions in your Souls, parti-
cuszuly, yosur Enmity. and Unbéilief, obtain bue
very infenfible, if any, Viclory over them; nay,
may [ometimes recesve the Foil your[elves : And,
hence, are dtawing the harfheft Conclufions a-
gainlt your own Souls. But let me ask you ;
atc  your Corruptlons folr, and lamented 2
Do you really defire to have them flain  1f fo,
Curist will lay them for you. And let me tell

ou, that asthe Canaanitesof old we:e drove out
icforc Ifrael, butby liztle and litele, {o Gop {ees
it moft nece(faty for you, to give Vi&tory over
your Sins, but by flow Degrees ; nay, fometimes
to futfer you to be overcome by them : For by.
this Means, you have a greater Senfe of your own
Weaknefs, and are taught to depend alone on Al-
mighty Power and Grace.

4. Turvy are oppreflid Chriftians, who are
frequently [ubjelled to Satan's Bufferings.  Appeat-
E '

ing
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ing as an Angel of Light, he draws the Paint of
Duty over Sin, and of Sin over Duty : And thus
he perfuades the Believer, to do as Duty, what
he ought to avoid as Sin 5 and to avoid as Sin,
what he ought to do as Duty. Sometimes he
moves to Sin, by {low Degrees, that he may ob-
tain his End the more furely: He excites Fancy
to {port with the Obje&, tll the Affe&tions are
entangled ; by which the Mouth of Confcience
is ftopped, and Confcnt eafily gained. At other
Times, aflaulting as a roaring Lion, before the
Believer has Time to weigh relieving Confidera-
tions, he hurries him into Sin, The Apoftle
mentions his flery Dares, (Epbefians vi, 16.) in
Allufion to the Prattice of fome antient Warriors,
who tinged the Points of their Arrows with Poi-
{on, thar, while they wounded, they might alfo
enflame, and caufe accute Pain, as well as more
- certainly do Execution. None of all Satan’s
Temptations are more perplexing to the Chrifti-
an, and make him feruple his Sincerity more -
than thele, that may be peculiarly called his fery
Darts, {uch as horrid, atheiftical and blafphe-
mous Injections ; diminutive Thoughts of, En-
_mity againft, and Temptations to feil, or part
with Curist, €9c.

To relieve fuch burdened Souls, 1 fhall offer
the following Confiderations, wiz. That temp-
tations are not your Sin, but the Devils, if they

are not complicd with, That the mmaculate
Lamb;

X
)
.i
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Lamb of Gop was as forely tempted as any of his
{piritual Seed, and to as vile Adts, viz. to dif-
truft Providence, by commanding Stones to be
made Bread for his Suftenance ; to-tempr Provi-
dence, by cafting himfelf down from a Pinnacle
of the Temple, in which Cafe, he muft have pe-
rithed, except a Miracle had been wrought for
his Deliverance ; to Idolatry, and that of the
worft Kind, viz. 10 worfbp the Deuil, the vil-
eft of Creatures. See Curist’s Temptations on
the Mount, (Matrhew iv.) Thus being in all
Points tempted like as you are, tho' withour
Sin, he hasa fellow feeling of your Infirmities,
and knows how to relieve you. Therefore tho’
you fhould not only be tempted, but fometimes
fall before the Temptation, yet if you hate the
Temptation, and defire to be difentangled, Curist
will raife you up again. Befides, as he has over-
come the Devil{) and deftroyed his Works, in a
little Time you fhall, thro’ his Grace, get beyond
the reach of all Temptations, and fing triumph-
ant Songs of Vittory over them all. Gird to-
you then, the whole Armour of God; particular-
ly the Shield of Faith, wherewith you fhall guench
all bis fiery Darts ; and, after Curist’s - Exam-
ple, take the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of
Gop, with which, if you refff the Devil, he
will fly from you.
§. The Chriftian is at beft bur a [moaking
Flax, when he is eafily overcome by Temprations.
| E 2 Faith

1/
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Faith is the Victory whereby we overceme ouy
Spititual Enemies, (Ephefians vi, 16. 2 Timo-
thyiv, 7, 8. 1 Fobn 5, 4.) It muft therefore
be funk low, when the fly Infinuations of Satan
lead, or his roaring ATuules terifv the Soul from
Curicr.  When the guilded Vanitics of an emp-
ty World, the alluring Baits of Pleature, the Empty
Puff of Honor, and infectious Breath of Applaufe,
draw the Soul from a regular, ftri®, and feady
walk with Gop. Of this Solomoz is a pregnant
Inftance, who was led away by his ftrange Wives ;
and Hezekiab, who, thro' the Pride of his Heart,
difcovered his Treafures, his Strength, and his
Glory, to the Meflengers of the King of Babylon.
How fhattered are Chriftians, when Affli¢ions,
Reproaches, and Perfecutions, fink them into
Difpondency, encrvate their Corfidence,” damp
their Hopes, and make them fhrink from the Crofs i
of Curist ! The Difciples forfook Crrist in the
Hour of Danger ; and Peser, who afterwards was
firm as a Rock in the Profcflion of his Lorp, at
the Challenge of a filly Maid, denied him with
Oaths and Curfing; he was fifted as Wheat, ard
proved a wavering brittle Reed ! Eut, behold the
compaflionate Redeemer’s Care over him ! He
immediately fixing Lis Eyes on Ferer, Jooked Re-
pentance into his Heart! And, afrer hisRefurrec-
tion, fending the News of it to his Difciples, he
direéted the Meflage particularly to him: Go re#
poy Difciples, ar.d Peter.  Bur whyfo particularly ta
Peter ¢
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Peter? Becaule he was abraifed Reed, and fmoak-
ing Fuax. Are there any Believers in this Affem-
bly, who, in Word, or in Deed, have denied
rhe*r Lorp? Curist fends me with a Paumu‘ar
Meiﬂwe to you ; repent afrefh, and believe in his
Name ; s for he will nor break a brusjed Recd; nor
quench the [moaking Flax : He will fend forth
Fudgment nuato Truth.

€. Much unmortified Corruption in the Saint,
proves him to be fmmnmg Flax. What an afe&t-
ing Inftance of this was the Prophet Fenab ! He
fled from the Prefence of the Lorp; told him to
his Face he did well to be Angry, and behaved as
if he would rather the who'e lalge City MNinevel
{hould perifh, than thar he fhould bu: teem to be
a falfe Prophet.  Some, who we cannot bu: Hege
have the Root of the Matrer in them, are {hange-
lv 1ddy, and conceited.  Others feemto be plealt
ed Wlth Nothings ill natured, and peeviths they
are a Burden to themfelves, and all around them,
Many, as tho’ they never reccived a Blefling from
Gon to praife him for, conftantly afflic the Ears
of their Friends wich mournful Notes ; ever mur-
muring, and difcontent 5 they fcarcely rclare any
Thing but Difappointments, and Grievances, of one
Kind or other.  And hcw unaccountably are fome
fil'ed with Refeniment, and feem as if thev knew
not bow to forgive, when the leaft Tirtle xswhxf},er—
ed, which they fuppo(c bears hard on theix Charac-
rer ! Others IacLe themfelves Wlth thick Clay, and

ara
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are fo immerfed in the Cares of Life, that they
have fcarcely Time to ferve G op and make Reli-
ion their mainBufinefs: They give to pious Ufes
with a {paring Hand, and are too muchdevoted to
their own Interefts, to be greatly engaged for Gop,
and his Glory. Now, canit be, that Grace will
grow, when borne down with fuch opprefiive
Weights? No, verily ! The Spark will net break
out into a glowing Flame, while finothered with
{fuch a Heap of Rubbifh! O Chriftians, be con-
victed of your Sin and Folly ; and moresify the
Deeds of the Body, that ye may live.
~. The Believer is phen abruifed Reed, when he
draws barlh Conclufions from the dark Difpenfatsons
of Providence towards him ; Jofeph is nor, (fays
old Facob,) and Simeon 3s not, and ye will take
Benjamin away : Al thsfe Things ave aqainft me;
(Genefis Ixii. 26,) Yet they were all intended for
Good to Facob, and his Seed. Some of Gobp’s
People conclude, that a Change in his Pro-
vidence {uppofes a Change in his Love towards
them 3 or rather, that he never loved them at
all.  When affliked with Loffes, Sicknefs, and
Difappointments, in their Perfons, and Fami-
lies, when artended with aflaulting Temptations,

and rifing Cortruptions,” they fear, the Lorp is

punithing them as an Enemy, and not correct-
ing them as a Father ; and are aptto fay, O! if
I were one of his Children, I would notbe treat-
ed after .thi§ Munner. But, Brethren, fuch

B4
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Conclufions {uppofe fmall Acquaintance with the
Metheds and Delign of Providence, as well as
the Weaknefs of your Faith in the Promifes.
Neither Love, nor Hatred, can be known from
outward Difpenfations, (Ecclefiaftes ix. 1.) Ex-
cept by their Effeéts upon the Mind,  AfHicti-
ons are neceflary to uy your Faith and Patience,
as well as to reprels your Luxuriances In this
Probationary State, you need Phyfic as well as
Cordials : While there is fo much Corruption

in you, and abufe of the Kindnefs of Heaven, -

Wasers of a full Cup will not always f{uit you ;
theretore does Gop chufe that you fhould bear
the Crofs, and through much Tribulation enter in-
to the Kingdom of Heaven. The Corre&ions of
a Fatner are Arguments of Love to his Child.
Defpsfe not, then, the chaftning of the LO R D,
nor faimt when thow art rebuked of him. For
tohom the L O R D lovetl; he chaftneth, and [courg-
eth every Son whom he receiverh, (Hebrews xii,
§» 6.) He has Promifed, that all Things fball
work_ together for your good, (Romans viii 28.)
Sing, therefore of Mevcy and Fudgment, (Plalms
ci. 1.) for both fhall cenfpire to promote your
good. Do vou fay, vour Affli¢tions are of a
fingular Nature ? 1 Anfwer, you don’t know
what all the Children of Gop endure. Had yeu
the Buithen of fundry of them ta bear, inftead
of your own, you would probably, defire to ex-
change it for your own again. Bur, {uppefe

) ' your's
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your’s were more abundant, than the AfliGion$
of any Mortal, all that can hence be inferred, is
the great Degree of vour Father’s Love 5 for tlie
grearer your Cup of Afflictions is, the greatet
will be your future Happinefs, if fuitably ini-
proved : Our Iy bt Affisction, (lays the Appoftle)
which 15 but for a Moment, worketh for us a far
more Exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory.
(2 Cormtbmm iv. 17.)

8. It is an Evidence of weak Grace, tobe full of
diftreffing A.xiety, and perplexing Cares, refvefl-
ing the lue of divine Difperfations towards you s
for in this you diftrut Gop, and affume his Pre-
rogative. Two Thirigs are to be confidered, in
every Thing you actempt, the Care of the Work 3
and the Care of the Succels of it : The former is
vour’s, the latter is Gon’s.  Therefore you oughit
faithfully to perform your Duty, and chearfully
leave the Event with Gop. But when exceed-
ingly feartul and uneafy, refpeting Events,
both before and after they come to pafs, you
difcover a Diffatisfa&ion with Gop’s Manage-
ment, and attempt to take the Reins of Govern-
ment out of his Hands. Your Condué is not
only very Wicked, but very Weak ; for it will
hure yourfelves and may make othérs uneafy ;
but can never change the Coutfe of divine Pro-
vidence. Can you, by taking Thoughe, add one
Cubit t0 your Stature, or make one Hair white or
$lack? No: Ceuafe then to govern the World ;

for
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for the LORD GO D Omnipotent resgns. Why
fhould you diftruftfully enquire, whar flall we
eat, what hall we drink, or wevéwithall Pall
we be Cloathed ? Does not Gob cloath the Grafs
of the Field? And will he #ot much more cloath
you, Oye of liztle FPaith? (Marthew vi. from
the 25 Verle to the End.)

9.  The weak Chriffian is fron diftouraged in
pleading for Mercy, as well as weak in urging his
Plea : He takes Delays for Denyals, frowns for
abfolute Difcouragements, and feenting Oppo.
fitions for utter Impoflibilities : Hencé he criés
out, my Hope and my Strength are pevifbed from the
LORD, ‘ B

~ Bur, diftrefled Souls, Crrist {peaks a Para-
ble to you, to this End, that you fhonld always
Pray, and not fainr 5 (Luke xviii, 1.) He does
not alwdys deny, when he delays td dnfwer; for
he may delay, till he have many Priyérs to an-
fwer at once; and till thé propereft Tinie to
give, when his Gifts will be more acceptable,
and the Goodnefs of the giver the more con-
fpicuous, He may appear to refufe, as a Tryal
to your Faith; and yet intend to0 grant your
Requeft. Of this we have a Famous Inffance
in the Woman of Canasn, (Marhew xv. from
the 22, to the 29, Vérfe,) When fhe Re-
quefts of Carist a Curé for her Daughter, he
firft’ anfwers her with Silence ; thén fays, he
was 7ot fenty bus'to'she loft Sheep of ibé Houfe of

' F ‘_ Ifrael
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© Hrael 5 and, laft of all, rhar it was not meer so
take the Children's Bread, and caft it to the Dog.
Yet inftcad of refelving to drop her Plea, as
fome of you would perhaps have done, under
{fo many Frowns, the rencws her requeft with
greater Impartunity; her Eagle-eyed Faith could
dpy, and draw Encouragement, Even from a
{eeming rcpulle; Truth, Lorp fq s the, 7yer the
Dogs eat the Crumbs that fall fram their Mafter's
Table, Q.d. Compafionate Loro, thou wile
certainly, not treat me worle than Men do their
Dogs, who, tho' they will not admit them to
the Ch:ldrcns full Loaf, will yet allow them to
partake of the' Crumbs thar fall from ir. A¢-
- cordingly Curist commends her Faith, and
grants her Requeft: O Woman, grear is thy
Faith ; be it unto thee even as thow wilr, O
Chriitians,” when Carist feems in his Provxdence
to Frown upon you, and defires to be let go,
lay faft hold on him, in Faith, and, with good
oldf}‘.mb tell him, youwill notlet him go, un-
tll he blefs you, (Ges. xxxii, from the -24th,
to the 3oth Ver(e)

10. The more impatient ]ox are for a corrforr-
able and [peedy Anfmer of Prayer, the weaker is
yonr F:mg for he thar believes fhall vor make
bcs‘?e, (Zjasab xxviii. 16.) Did you thoroughly
believe the..Gooednefs, that made the Promife,
and the Wifdom, that fees the propereft Time

to cxecute the Grant, you would patiently wait
for
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for an An{wer, the holy Importunity mentioned
it the preceeding particular, is an urging of the
Promite, in Faith, with humble Patience
and Submiffion. The impatient hattening, now
{poken of, flows from fear, as if Gop would
not be always kindly affe¢ted towards you ; or,
as if the prefent Teltiménies of it, can be the
only Arguments of his kind Intentions to-
wards you.

Fucther, Tue weak Chriftian is much op-
preflcd, when Gop withdraws the Light of his
Countenance from him, He goes forward, bue
the LORD is not there ; and backward, but cane
not perceive him: On the left Hand where be doth
Work, but cannot behold him : He bsdes him/felf
on the right Hand, tnat be cannot [ee him, (Fob
xxiii, 8. 9 ) He has comparatively dark Views of
divine Truths, of the Beauties of Curist the
Mediator, and the inexpreflible GloriesofGon,
and after many puzzling Searches and Re-fearches
into the State of his Soul, is ftill at aLofs to de-
termine refpecting it, Troubled when the Lors
hides his Face, he crys out, O rhat I hnew where
1 might find bim, 1 wonld come even to his Seat.
Perplexed inquirers, you may find him difclofed
in Gofpel Promiles in his Fulnefs, Willingnefs,
and Faithfulnefs, to fave you : Tho' #n a little
Wrath, be bides his Face for a Mowent ; yet
with everlafting Kindnefs will the LORD. your Ree
deemer bave Merey on you, (Ilfasah liv.)

Fa Azain,

.
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Again. Rc’m:fneﬁ in Duty ts an .Ewdmcc of
listle Love 10 G O D, and Zeal for his Glory.
When Love is in Exercife, all thc Floods of Af-
fli&ion, Perfecution, and Tfmptgtxon, cannOt
quench its vehement Flame, (Capr. viii. 6, 7.)
How weak, then, is 1ts Excrcuc, when evetyht-
tle weight fupprefles ics noble Efforts? When Re-
lievers make Excufes again(t nfng to let Curust
in, and feek him on their Beds ? The Voice of
CrRIST to you now is, open the Door my Sifter,
my Spou[e, my Lyve, my Dove, my nndefied; for
my Head is wet withithe Dew, and my Locks with
the Drops of the Night, (Cang. v. 2.) O} the
Stupidity of that Heart, which feels not the con-
ftraining Influence of (uch melting Words! And,
yety 1 fear; fomé of you do ot ; bur, with the
Spounfe; plead the Drowfinefs, that is yourCnme
- I bave put off my Coat, how Pall 1 put iton? 1
have waﬂed my Feet, how fhall 1 defile them 2
Would it not be very fhameful, and untender,
in 2 Spoufe, to indulge herfelf -in foft Repofe,
while her loving Huﬂ)and (ho requefting En-
erance, is thut out, expofed to all the Injuries of
the Night and Weather : Bug, by this ftriking
Metaphor, ChRisT reproves your Unkindnefs to
him. Be. @{hamcd of your Condu&, O flug-
gifh Beligvers : Awake from Sleep, let dull De-
lay be gone ! Intreat Curist to put in his’ Finger
by the %{olc of the Door, that your Bawels may
be moved forhim., It may bc, chat while you

attempt
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attempt to open the Door to him, your Hands
will drop with Myrrh, ardyour Fingers with [roeet
[melling Myrrh, on the Handles of the Lock,
Once more. The fearful Believer is a bruifed
Reed and fmoal*\mg Flax ; for, Fear bewrays a
Diftruft of the Power, and Faithfulnefs, of 2
Promifing Goo. Thefe Paflions met in PETER,
(Mare. xiv.29. 30, 34.) whofinking, when he
walked on the Water to meet Cmusr, doubted ;
and, in a Flufhof Fear, cry'd out, Lorp help me.
Curist feafonably atforded Relief ; but in the
mean Time, reproved the Weaknefs of his Faxth
O thon of litzle Faith, wherefore didft shown donbt,
The ftrongeft Relievers have the greateft Senfe
of the auguft Glories of Gop ; and will there-
fore revere him moft. And, poflefled with a
deep Senfe of thedcfperate chkcdne(sof their
own Hearts, will have a holy Jealoufie over them-
felves, left they fhould offend him, and deceive
their own Souls. Therefore, the more reverential
Fear of Gopo, we are poflefled with, and cautious
Fear of ourfclves, theftronger is our Faith. But
that Fear which is an Argument of weak Faith, is
1. Tormenting, and diftraing, fowing
from Appmhenﬁons of divine Wrath 2 Thus
Haman crys outin the 88th’ Plalm,. that the
Wrath of GOD lay bard on bim, and his fierce
174 rath wmt over hims, while bis Ter {‘or: cut him
off 5 thar aﬁlﬂ‘?ed and ready to ase from his
Tourh #Py he (uffered the Terrers of the Lmu:;
an

'3
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and was diftrafted. As fome Hypocrités go to
Hell by the Bordersof Heaven : Sofome Chrife
tian go to Heaven by thevery Borders of Hells -
Viewing their Sins, more than the Remedy, the
Arrows of Gop ftick falt in them, the Poifon
whereof drinks up their Spirits, In their Paf-
fage to Glory, Sizai's Lightnings flafh, and ics
Thunders roar around them ; hence they ex-
ceedingly fear and quake, This evinces their
greater Senfe of the terible Atcributes of
Gop, wiz. his Jultice and Holinefs, than his
more mild Actributes of Mercy andLove.  They
view him more as a Legiflator, than Redeemer ;
and underftand better the Claims of the fiery
Law, than the alluring Voice of the Gofpel.

2. It is a finful Fear, that finks the Soul in
Difpondency, fo that, as « forfaken Woman,
the Believer is grieved in Spirit, ({fasah. liv. 6.)
Now the Springs of this Dejection may be either
(1) a melancholy Habit of Body, which prefles
the Spirits, and is a great Enemy to Godlinefs,
It is often ready to bid farewell to Duties, and
every Comfort 3 it calls Evil Good, and Good
Evil ; turns Fancies into Realities, and Realities.
into Fancies, While it grieves the Minifter, it
wounds Relations, and makes Sport for the De-
vil, It’s ufual Companions are Daskenefs, So.
litarinefs, Fretfulnefs, Pecvifhnels, Morof~
nefs, Anxiety, and Sadne(s; which are fome.
timies miftaken for 4 tender Confcience, Faithe
o fulnefs,
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fulnefs, Humility, Mortification, €. (2) Def-
pendency may flow from the Souls failing of its
Expetations and Defires : Iz wants fenfible Vie-
tories over Sin, {weet Communion with Gop, com-
fortable Difcoveries of itsIntereft in Curist, C’ﬁ\
but thele being denved, ir finks all difcouraged,
and una&ive. This Frame is ufually atrended
with 2 great Mulditude of Jealoufies : Now, the
more Smoke,’ the lefs Fire ; fo the more of
thele Jealoufies prevail, the le(s Steady Faith is :
The Believer then turns everv Thing to his own
Difadvantage, Staggers at the Promife through
Unbe ief, and is rcduced to a great Number of
perplcxing Dilemmas.  The fears he prefumes,
if he confides in pardoning Mercy ;5 if he does
not, he fears he rejeds Curist.  If he goes to
the Loro’s Table, he thinks he crucifys Cunist ;
if he does not go, he fears he rebels azainft him.
If he asks Mercy, he is {o finful, Goo will not
grant it; if he does not ask, he is prophanely
Wicked. If Ordinances do net prefently com-
fort, they are entirely fealed up 3 and if every
finful Motion is not fubdued, he is a Stranger to
Mortificatio~, He doubts his Sin is unpardon-
able, becanfe againft Knowledge and Mercies.
D:ftration in Dutv, he concludes, is a certain
Evidence of Infincerity 5 and hellifh Suggeftions
difprove his Intereft in Curist., .
Perriexep Chriftians, difclofe your Cafes ¢

your Minifters ; and converfe with chearful, ju-
" dicious

¥
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didous Chriftians. Confult and labour to un-
derftaiid Gofpel Promifes in their Glory, Fulnefs,
“anrd Freedom.  View Curist’s Excellency, Wil-
*fingnefs;and Abiliry to {ave you; particularly endea-
#yout to be perfuaded, that be will not break 4 brsif-
ed Reed, nor guench fmoaking Flax,till he [end forth
Fhdgment to Pittory, But this brings me to the
- I TuiNe propoled, wiz. to prove, that
“weaks oppreffed Belsevers fhall-comse off viltarsons
thio’ the tender Care, and Grace of CHR1sT.
" Brstors the forementioned Examples of this
“Truth, it appears cvident from the following
-Confiderations, which I fhall but juft mention.
1. Weak and opprefled” Believers'were partics-
larly given sn Charge to CHRrisT ¢ He was a-
nointed with the holy Spirit, that he might bind #ap
the broken hearted ; proclaim Liberey to the Cap-
tives. s give Beanty for Afbess the Ofl of Foy for
“Monrning ; the Garments of Praifé for theé Spirit
of Heé'vineﬁ, thit tbej‘}tll ngbt ét_‘ called Trees
“of Riehteonfnefs, the Planting of the Lord, that he
misht be Glorified, (Ifaiab Ixi. 1, 2,73.) Thérefore,
ifanyof them fhould nor prove victotious aver all
their Difcouragements and oppofitions, it would
Stain his ‘mediatorial Glary, as well as réfleék on
the Wifdom of the Facher, in appointing a Mé-
diator, who was unfaithful in, et infufficient fd'\r 4
the Difcharge of his Truft. o
2. Thep are the peculiar objects of enconriging
Promifes, He fFall gasher the Lads with his
- Arms |
]
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Arm, and carry them in his Bofom, and foull
gently lead thofe that are with yosng, (ifa. xL. 11.)
O thonufflitted, toffed with tempeft, and not com-
forred, behold, 1will lay thy Stones with fair Co-
lowrs, and thy Foundations with Sapphires (Ifa.
liv. 11.) New theSttength of Jfrael cannot lie, nor
alter the Thing thar has gone ouit of his Mouth.
3. Curist has given it in Comwmsiffion to his
Servants, to Strengthen theweak Hands, and con-
firm the feeble Knees.  To fay to thems that are of &
fearful Heart, be Strongy fear not : Behold, your
Gob will come, and [ave yon, (Ifa. xxniv 3, 4.) and
furely he never fends his Minifters with a Lie irr
theit Mowths. = | .
4. Tris Point appears from' bi's Sympathy with
his People under their Difreffes : In all their
Aflitions be was affliéted, and be’ ‘;uri them all
the Days of Old, (Ifa. Ixxiii: 9.) being tempted
i all’'Points like 4s you ate; yet without Sin, he
is toirchied with the feelifig of your Infirmities,
and is'able to Succour you when tempted, (Heb.
ii; 18, md ivirg. o
'S+ His Power is an Argument, thar all Be-
lievers fhall be mmade perfeft, ' He has a Power of
Authority, (Zo. xvil. 2.) and 2 Power of Abi-
lity 5 for GOD laid Help stpon one t&fzx mighty
to fAve, ﬁngalm‘ Ixxxi¥. r9.) Heis 26bp to en-

force His' Inftructions; ﬁd*cdmmﬁnd' e Delive-.

rances he haspurchafed for hisPeople.  Being'en-

dowed with the Gifes of the Spirir, without Mea-
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fure asto his human Nature, ke fball not faily nor
be dzjcoymged till e have /et }udgment in the
Earth, ({fasah xlii. 1, 4 andiii. 34.) And be-
eaufc he ever lives to make Interceffion for them,
he is able to ave to the m‘ma/i all that come unto
GOD by him, (Hebrews wii. 25.)
6. All Believers, even the weaM, Im've a vi-
ml Union to, and derive Nourzﬂ;mem from CHRIST,
as the Branches from the Vine, ( (Fohn xv. §.) and
the Members from the Head, ( Epbefians v 28,
29, 30.) fo long then, as their Head lives, they
fhall live alfo, (Fobn xiv. 19.) Was the leaft
Member of Curist’s {piritual Bodylacking, there
muft be aChafm in it; therefore, being maimed,
it woyld be deformed.  Omitting. fundry other
Arguments, I fhall only add in the

7 Place. THAT CHRIST has given the Spirit
and Seeds of Grace to abide in them ; therefore,
they cannot fall away totally and finally from a
Sratc of  Gtacg, but fhall obtain everlafting Life,
(Fobn iii. 9... Fobnvii. 38, 39, andiv. 14.)

I rrocEED now to the Application of the Sub~

ject, and -

1. It informs us of their Exror, who affert zhe
Poffibility of the Saints falling away entirely from a
Qtate of Grace:  This Sentiment datkens the Wif--
dom of Gop; fets him at great Uncertainties with
%(B]e)& to. .the Objets o% his Love ; fruftrates.

efigns of Gracc. and the Fruits of CHRIST’s
Mcdiasion ; makes void the Promifes of Gop ;

and
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and therefore cuts off from his People, the nobla
Source of their Strength and Confolation, in afl
their Diftrefs and Weaknefs, as well as encrvaces
all the Springs of their Hope, and Courage :
With what Courage, or Comfort, can they en-
gage in Duty, ﬁnging themfelves belet ‘with in-
vincable Weaknefs? Search into Truth, when fur- -
rounded with thick Clouds of Darknefs? Atcempt
to mortify Lufls, or refift Temptations, the leaft
of which is an Over-match for them 2 Or, how,
under all thefe Difcouragements, cart they fuppore, ¥

er hope for Glory 2 I(:g:hcy are net encouraged,
and ftrengthened, by the infallible Promifes of 2
faithful Gop, who of infinitely.rich Grace, has
engaged, to bring forth Fudgment unto Truth.
2. WHAT has been faid teaches us, 20 pur on
Bowels of Compallion towards one another ;' efpeci-
ally towards the weak and difconraged, Thefewe
{hould Comfort and Strengthen ; for they ate the
"Objects of CurisT’s tender Care, who has herein
{et us an Example that we {hould follow his Steps.
Thofe; who are overtaken in a Fault! we'muft re-
ftore in the Spirit of Meeknefs, (Galatians vi. 1.)
‘Nor may we be: cruel, and cenforious ; bur chari-
table, and kind. 'We ought ever to pur the beft
Conftruction on what may appeat wcﬁc.‘ and fin-
fulin others, that the Nature of the Cafe will ad-

mit. oo i B ; .

MinisTERs of the Gofpel particularly, towhom
the Charge of the Flock is committed; fhould
G 2 ke
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rake peoaliat Care. The halting and maimed they
mu#ft (tu,:ngthen, heal the wounded, reftore thc
wandering, and comfort thofe thatmourn, The
weak muft b nonrifhed with Milch ; while others
aré fed with [Frong Meas,

Somz of the Flock are wicked, rather than
weak, and try to cloak their Wickednefs with a
Mask of Religion : Their morofe and fullen Hu-
mours mult pafs for Humility ; their cenforious
Tum for confcientious Scrupulofity ; their rafh
and peevith Flouts for Zeal; and their felfwilled,
obftinate Temper for pcr{cvcrmg Canftancy in
a good Caufe. - ‘Thefe, like humorous Children,
grow worfe by Indulgence ; therefore, for their
Good,. we are obliged to takc rhc Rod;. in or-
dg:t to humblc them. -

H ENCE we are taught, not to defpzﬁ-, but
:mpro‘ue the Day of fmall Things, Jesus laid the
Foundation of the Church, and will finifh the
Superftructure ; we may | :hereforc rejpice to fee
the Pluwernet mhts Hand ; for porwithfanding all
the-Oppofition he mezts with, herein, he. will
b{lng up the Hmd ~Rone tbereof nmb S/)outmg:, of
Grace, Grace! (Zachariab iv. 7, $, 9, 10.) He
ownd up and enffamed the - Church,
Ra abrm(cdRc.cd and {moaking Flax.

wrally been as a B:g(ﬁ in the- x:qu& of
Flames, bu, thrd’ the Grace of CHR1sT, rem
'mcoxjumed ‘Al the-Mualice and Wlath of He l

all the Eamity and Rage of Earth, have cmxfgné-
e
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ed againft her ; but never could, nor ever fhall,
be able to prevail,

Hoxr1p Abufe of Mercies, and provoking
Impieties of every Kind, among all Ranks, have
of late, awakened divine Indignation; by which,
not only the britifh, but the whole Proteians Ln-
seveff has been threatned. Hardnefs of Hean,
Infenfibility under Judgments, and awful Im-
penitency prevail. Brokennefs in Judgment,
Ob#tinacy in Schifm, wrathful and hor Conten-
tions diftra¢t and weaken many. Sundry feem
formed to cavil, rather than be inftructed 5 and
Minifters, in {fome Places, have more Employ to
remove Offences, and contentious Debates, than
folve pracical Cafes of Confcience. Divine In-
Huences are in a Meafure withheld, and Religion
lamentably declines : Hypocrites continue.to, de-
ceive themfelves ; the fecure fettle on their Lees,
nor will prophane Sinners be reclaimed ; few are
crymg, LORD whar fball weds to be faved? and
enquiring the Way to Zion, wah their Faces thi-
thermard, weeping asthey go.  There is bat licele
lively Exercife of Grace among Chriftians-in ge-
neral 5 for the wife [leep with the foolifl Pirgins.
And as if fundry confpired with one. Canfent, to
make Excufes, what trifling Inconvcmemes keep
them from the Houfe of Gop | How.lamentably
thin are our Affemblies on WCCkD vs; even
the Week Days of folemn facramental Occafions
While Faus, Vendues, and; in many Places, re-
velling Frolicks, are crouded with Numbers !

{
]
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~ Biut, tho’ our Reed be this fhattered, we
have (omc that figh, and mourn for all the Abo-

winations committed among(t us, Some that
labour to lay hold on & departing GOD, and de-

Tee

parting Glory.  Some that long to fee the Shadows’

fly away, and the Flowers appear ¢n the Earth.
Some that Breathe for qmckcmng Influences,
and wreftle earneftly for Gon’s gracious Vifitations
to his Church. "We have yet faithful Preaching;
and a goodly Number of the LORD's Servants
take Pleafure in the Rubbifh and Stones of Zion.
From thefe Inftances of his kind Care, have
we notReafon to-hope in his Mercy? And from
‘the - Encouragement he gives us, to plead his
fupporting Promife, that he will not break onr
bruifed Reed ; nor qmench our [moaking Flax,
but fend forth Fudgment unso Truth? There-
fore pray earneitly, that be wosld arife into his
Reff, be, and the Ark of his Strength thar Re-
ligion may revive among us; and all Ranks of
Men be reformed. That the prareflant Lamyp
‘kindling brightly, may fhed it's Influences of

. “Light-and Heat to the remoteft Corners of the

Earth, fo as Multitudes may be allured rto the
Redeemer, and-his Praifes founded from Shore
to Shore. |

Tno' thé Churche’s Enemies vaftly over-top
her in Pawer and Numberts; yet fhall the zhro’
£he Blood of the Lamb, and the ‘Word of her

'Yefa‘zmony, glorioufly overcome them all.  An-
tichriff,
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tichrifi, fhall be deffroyed with the Brearh of hes
Month, and the Brightnefs of his Coming, as
well as Mahomeran Delufion, Fewifb Prejudices,
and all Monuments of Pagan Idolatry. Then
fball Ziow's Cords indeed be lengthened, and hber
Stakes fFrengthened.  The glory of Lebanon fhall
be given to ber, and the Excellency of Carmel-and
_Sharon, Tho’ we are not favoured with the
bright Difplay of that Glory ; yet may wg be
Comtorted in the cerrain Expe@ation of it, - not-
withftanding our Reed is Bruifed, and our Can-
dle burns dim ; yet ler us not be Difcouraged ;
but plead the Promife of Curst ; and be thank-
full for what he gives, which is the Way to get
more. Let every one be careful to reform him-
{elf, and endeavouraccordingto his Share of In-
fluence, to reform and ftrengthen the Church,

that ber Righteonfnefs may go forth as Brightnefs,

and her Salvatsion as a_Lamp thar barneth,

4. WuaT has been faid may ferve z0 alarm,
guilty Sinners of thesr Danger, and excite thems to
fly o Curist for Mercy. He will not cruth to
Pieces a bruifed Reed; but if you continue
impenitent; he will grind you to Powder. His
Rod and Staff fhall comfort his mourning Peu-
ple; but if you touch nothisScepter of Peace,  he
willbreak youto pieces with his Zron Rod, There-,

fore kifs the Son, left his Wrath begin to bura,

. and yeperifh from the Way. Confider your Need

of Cirist: Youare guilty and polluted, withdut

aky
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anty Title 6, or meétnels for Heaven (Fobs iii.
36. Hebrews xii. 14 ) Your Natures being full
of Enmtity againft Gop and Holinefs, you are
anfie for its perfeét.-Worlhip and Privileges !
théréfore you would mar fts Harmony, nor could
you be happy, were you taken there: Confe-
quently, withour Heart changing Grace, you
“mufkinevitabiy fall 2 Prey to inexorable Wrath,
Gop fs-4rrayed againft yor with all his Terrors,
réady to difcharge Thunder-bolts of Vengeance
on your guiity Heads. But can you enter the
Lift: with Febovahi, who is a confaming Fire to
the Workers of Iuignity ? Are Worms of Duit a
‘it Mitch for the Maker of the Earth and Hea-
vens?¢In vain may vou think to compound with
yodr Maker ; for were it in your Power to give
Thoafands of Rams, ot ten Thoufand Rivers of
Oy or did you offer your firt bors, the Frus
of your Body for the Sin of kowr Seals, all this
would be utterly contemned, as fakling infinite-
Iy thort of the Claims of effended Juftice, Ha-
ften then, to the'Blond of Curist as your only
Refugé from the Putfuits of incenfed Fury ; left
f#dden Deftruction-overtake you, as travel on a
Woman with Child, "ahd you fhall not efcape.
Fo‘u know not hiow foon the Flames of Wrath
may- kindle upon you ; for Fadement lingerethf
oty nov does Damnation flumber. Fly therefore,
O perithing Sinners, fly to Curist for Salvati-
on. -He has healing Salve to anoint your blind-

ed
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ed Eyes, white Raiment to cloath your naked
Souls, and Gold tried in the Fire to emxich you:
He is freely willing o difpen(e thefe Favors, and
commiflioned of the Father for this very Purpofe,
I befeech you by all his painful Wounds, by all
his bloody Agonies, by all his dying Love, and
by all his tender Compaflions, not to reject him.
What fay you Sinners, to this Offer 2 Will you
now, even now, receivethe Lorp Jssus Curust,
ot will you not? If not, you rejeét him ; and
if fo, Lorp have Mercy on you ; for this Mo-
ment your Refufal is recorded in Heaven, and
to the Bar of Gop I refer you, to anfwer for i,
Bur, remember, O Sinners remember, that then
this whole Aflembly fhall witne(s againft you ; I
will witnefs again{t you; the Gofpel Upreach fhall
witnefs again{t you; your own Confciences fhall
bear witnefs againft you, and the Blood you
{light fhall be worfe than ten Theufand WitnefTes
againft you, if you. continue to reje@ Curist,
Confcience, charge the Sinner with his guilc :
Tell him, O! tell him, how dreadfulitis to an-
fwer for Blood ! The flighted Bloed of the Son
of Gop ! If they that defpifed Moles’s Law, died
without . Mercy, of how much [orer Punifbment
fhall you be thought worthy, who tread ander Foot
the Son of GOD, and cosnt the Blood of the Cove-
nant an unholy Thing, (Hebrews x. 28, 29.)
Better you had peirfhed with the vile Sodomites,
than go down to the Sides of the Pir, with 2

H “ Candle
B
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€Cindle it Adut Bolom, lighted by Gofpel Ii-
fru&trot’: For theie will make Confcience '4s a
fiery Ofenl a
5. HeNce let all convinced Sinners be excired,
Ard iﬁcoéi&gékl,‘ to laybold on CHRIST for Reliéf.
A moft ot paffionare Saviour promifes reff i a
weary and beavy laden Siuners, that come to bim,
(Mareheth xi. 22.) He dpens Prifon Doors, and
fets the Capfivés at Liierty 5 binds up the bfo-
ken ﬁxfeé‘r%ca;‘i and”comforts all thar meourn,
Heaven obferves with Pleafure, and encourages
dhe fictt Refoh es, and inght diftant. Movements
f;},‘e 1etithipg Prodigal, (Likexv. 12.) Whei
PWas yer wprear Waj off, bis Father [am bim,
dnd bEACripaflion, il van; ‘and fell s bis Neck,
and %éjfé’éi Gir. ’ | |
Objeet, Y Hav fitined againft {o much Light
and Mefty, againft{6 nany Warnings and Check
of Qonitrénce, and ‘have fo leng refiftéd''ch
Moridnt oF the Holy Spifit, 'that I tear, Cakist
cannot éonfiftent with-hisHonor, pardon {6 vile
a Tranfgreffor 5 riér'can miy Sins be putged out,
being fo déeply roored. o
Anf. Thrsis'the Language of Unbelief, ex-
cited By $eghn your crand Enemy, in order to
veil-the Gty of rich Grace, and keep you in
Chains, Chrift's Commiffion.reaches to Sinners
of every Size, even the vilelt : An idolatrous,
bls®ly Manaffch ind perfetyting Sasl were the
Objeds of his pardening Metcy ; and lie caft fe-

ven
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weg Devils out. of Adagdglen. He commanded
Repentanca and Remiffion of Sins to be yreached aq
mong all Nations, besinning ar Jerulalem, where
were his Murderers, the worlt ot Sianers, (Lakg

xxtv. 47.) To fay, that your Sins are too heiny

ous t9 be pardoned, or too ftrang to be brokep,

is in Effe&, to fay, that their Demerit aiﬂ

Strength exceed the infinite Merit of Crugist’s
Righteoulnefs, and his Almighty Power. Bt
as %uch a Suppofition is highly difhonouring tg

him, you ought to repent of ir, and fly to his
Blood to pardon it, and all your other Crimes,

Hg has the Righteoufne(s of a Gop to cloath yous;
the Wildom of 1Gop to direk you; the Strengrh
of a Gop to aflilt you, and the Compaflions of a

Gob to pardon you, and you haye the Warrant
qf a Gob to believe in him for the Application

of thefe Mercies to you, Therefore; you may be
aflured, char, if you come ta him,, he mid bring

fartb 7.wdgment unto Truth. Attc_ti}'pt:‘ ‘.tbpn, at

his Command, to ftretch forth yoyr withered

Hand ; and plead, that out of his Fulnefs yon

may receive Grace, to anfwer his Call.

6. Les hims that thinketh he [Fandeth, rake beed
leff he fall, (1 Corinthians, x. 12,). Be not high
minded, but fear; far it is not you, butCupist,
that brings Judgmentunto Truth, *'Graceis not
in its ownNature immutable ;- for it is a created
Thing, You Stand only by the irreverfible
Grant of Gop, and the conftant Care of CrpisT

H 2 oves
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V' over you. /If Peter, and David, and others of
the faqué Saints fell when left to themfclves ;
nay, iffAdam loft premitive Innocence, when
lete o’ ftand in his own Strength, much more
will you make Shipwreck, if Curist the Aurhor
aw! Fimfher of Faith does not uphold you,
¢harge you, then, O Believers, by the Roes, and
by the Hinds of the Field, that you f}sr not %Py
nor awake your Love, till be pleafe. f by your-
{clf Confidence, and other Inftances of Unsten-
dernefs you provoke him, he may let you ex-
perience your own Suength, to your Coft.
‘Particularly, let young Converts be very cau-
tious and Self-difident. Grace, at its Begin-
ning, like the Flame of a Candle when firft
lighted, s ufually weak. Yet fometimes the
Candle, when it has but juft caught Fire, blazes
with {uch Violence, that it is like ta confume
itfelf immediately : So {fome young Copverts, by
an undue Zeal, overfhoot themfelves, Breth-
ren, nor being far advanced in the Schoolof
Grace, 'you fcarcely know yet, what Manner of
Spirit yox are of ; therefore be watchful, and
walk fteadily, with a conftant Senfc of your-De-
pendence on €urisT,
7. Whatthas been faid affords Confolation to
allthe Children,of Gab, efpecially to thefe that are
' ‘rié‘ved“_d;}f oprefféd’sp Spirir. Neithet'the De-
vil, the Wild, nor the Flefh; neither Tribula-
flon, “not Diftrefs, nor Perfecution, nor Peril, nor
Sword,

k4
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Sword, nor Famine, nor Nakednefs; neicher Life,
nor Death, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor
Powers, nor Things prefent, nor Things to come,
nor Heighr, nor Depth, nor any other Crearure,
fhak be able to (eparare you from the Love of Gop
which i5s in Curist Jesus our Lorp.  Univer-
{al Narure {hall be racked, and the Powers of
Heaven fhaken, but you fhall never fall off from
Curist: For having began, he will perform the
Good Work_in yos. Your State by Grace is better
than 4dams in Innocence, tho not for prefent
Integrity, yet for Continuance here, and Happi-
nels hercafter.  Songs of Praife refulring from
rich Grace and Mercy, fhall exceed, in Sweetnefs,
any Thing that could be uttered, had .Man re-
rained original Recticude. Tho’ your Grace be
weak, the Foundatien of it is ftrong; for it has
for its Bafis the firm, irrevocible Covenant of
Gop, (Fer.xxxi. 31, 32, 2. Sam.xxiii. §.) Your
Stock is net in your own Hands, but in the
Hands of CHrist for you, who delights in the
faithful Execution of his Truft. In the Days of
his Flefh, he took a peculiar Care of the weak,
and taught them as they could bear it. And after
his Allention to Glory, he noticed, with ‘Appro-
bation, a little Strength in the Angel of the
Church of Philadelphia, promifed to fet him an.
open Door, and 'keep him from the Hour ef
~ Tempration. He will fo order Matters, that you
{hall net be ¢alled to Duties, which require” Self-

| denial
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denial above your Sirength; or he will give
Strength proportioned to your Tryals: He will
moderate your Afflictions, ( #/a. xxvii 8.) and re-
ftrain the Tempter, or make a Way for your E:
{eape (1 Cor.x. 13 ) 1f Corruptions Work, the
Grace of Curist is ftronger than they 5 “tis his
&lory to conquer them, and he has promifed to
Furgc them out, (Fo. xv. 23 He wjll fecre ly
upport you by his precious Influences, cherifl
your Graces, ftrengthen and encreafc them, Hence
fhall you ge on from Strength to Strength, till yoy
_ appear before Gop n Zion wirk triumphant Songs
- of ¥itory, ‘Then you fhall no more complain of
wild, difordered Affections; sor fhall a tempring
Devil afflict you any more. Dull, unactive Hearts
will no longer clog you in the Service of Gapj
and open Vifion will forever banith 3l your
Clouds and Fears. Sorrow and ﬁghing (hall flee
away; the Notes of Faradife will caule perpetual
Tran{ports of Jov,  Don’tyour Hcarts,nqwicgin
to catch the heavenly Flame, and feel ap Earncft
of thole inexpreflible Pleafures, thar flaw ar the
right Hand of Gop. Pluck your Harps from the
Willows, where they have long, too lang hung
ulelels, and tune them to his Praifes, who wid
not break the braifed Reed, nor guench the [meoak-
$ng Elax, till be [end forth “Fudgment unto Fiilory,

8. Let weak epprefled Believers make their
Application to CuRisT, to have their Graces quic-
kened, and ftrengthened. Tha' yon have lung

lics
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Lasn mhfmg the Pots; yet, if you come to Jnsm,
you fhall appear as Doves, whofe Wings are fer.
fpztl.i‘is‘if'i}é‘f,' “and rheir “Fedtffeh’imzth yellow Gold,
Shake off Sloch and Inactivity, and end’dvour to
ger frorig ind iively Ad&ings of Grace.

~ That you may comply wich this Exhortation, ob-
ferve the following briet Directions. Keep a pure
Conlcicpce, ( Hebrews x. 232.) Warch againft
Al Appearahices, and the firk Motions of. Sin,
Let not Fadey fport wich it, elfe it will entangle
and ¢corrupt vour Affetions ; vitiated Paffions
will beger ih Colcience a Senfe of guilc 5 and
guilt will {ubject you to perplexing Doubts and
Fears. . .

Endedvour to get more clear, diftin& Know-
ledge in the Nature, Myfteries, and Actings ot
Grace. View divine Truths in their Harmony,
Connettions, and Dependencies. You dre in
Perplexity, for want of Light to difcern Truchs s
and make lixtle Progrefs i your Way, by fo
frequently difputing whether you are in it.

Ler Religion be the main Bufinefs of your
Lives, and reft not in {mall Degrees of Grace;
but, forgereing the Things which are behind, und
reaching to thofe which are before, prefs dasly to-
ward the Mark_for the Prize of the high Calling
of God 1n Curist Jesus, (Philippians ifl. 13, 14.)
Always endeavour to have larger Acquaincance
with Gob, greatér Victories ovet Sin, and Grace
ia more lively Exercife, thac your Light may fhine

brighter
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brighter and brighter to the perfell Dag, (Proverbs
iv. 18.) .

Be much in the Practice of every known Dary,
efpecially Mertification.  If you would run wizh
Patience the Race that is fes before yom, you muf?
lay afide cvery Weight, and the Sin that fo cafily
Befets youy (Hebrewsxil, 1.)
 Lay your Accounts to bear the Crofs of forfe
kind or other, while you are in the World ;
and be preparcd for the worft you may meet with
i the Courfe of your Pilgrimage : To familiarize
and expect Difficultics, is the Way to have them
fiz light when they come, and to keep the Heart
from finking under them.

GEr an ex enfivey clear View, and firm Cer-
tain Perfuafion of the Narure, Objetts, Free-
dom, and Fulnels of Gofpel PromiI)cs ; for this
is the Way to quicken your Graces, and keep
}%u"'fr‘o'gn wavering, (Hebrews x. 23.)
~ Enpeavour by repeated A@s of Faith to im-
prove CurisT for fanctification, as well as Jul-
rification,. (Galatians i1 20.) And to derive
Grace, from him who has the feven Spirits of
GOD, (Revelations iii. 1.) ¢. e. The various In-
fluences of the Spirit to difpenfe to the Chutch,
fuited to the iwarious Neceflities of his People.
Eye him as your great Patern, (1 Peterii. 21.)
Let the Ineffenfivene(s, Meeknefs, Holinefs,
S'elf-dcr}ia!, Zeal, Heavenlynefs, and Diligerce
of Jesus'CrrisT run thro’ your whole Lives.
| FREQUENTLY
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FREQUENTLY view the Glories of Heaven, and
et the Palms of Viftory. you fhall obcain at the
Ehd of your Courfe, daily quicken ybur Pace te
it

1 suatr conclude wich 2 Motive of to ex~
cite you to comply with the foregoing Exhortati-
on.. Great Grace glorifies GQ D, for it credits
divine Power, Mercy, and Faichfulnefs; nor does
it Stagger at the Promifes thro' Unbelief, (Romans
iv. 18, 19, 20.) Iteafily expeds a ready Anfiwer
of great Mattets requefted : Oxly fpeak the Word)
(ays the Centurion) and my Servant fball be heal-
ed, (Lake vii. 8.) It will make you to walk more
like Zion’s Travellers, humble,  holy; fpiritual;
meek, and heavenly ; and nobly to refift great
Temptations to Sin : How fhall I do ihis great
Wickedne|s; (lays Fofeph) and Sin againft GOD,
(Genefis xxxix, 9.) This will enable you to endure
Affli¢tions, and to defpife Shame and Reproach
for Curist: Thiswill make the Crofs fit light on
you, (Hebremsxi.) The ftrongBeliever walks ftea-
dily, fees his Way clearly, :inc%"comc_s up chearful-
ly thro’ this dark and dreary Wildetnefs: He ss
comforted in the Valley of the Shadow of Dearb,
(Pfalm xxiii. 4.) And, with the Apoftle Paul;
(1 Corrinthians xv. 27.) Ttiamphs over Death
aind the Grave, faying, O Death where is thj
Sting 2 O Grave where is thy Vittory #

F I N I &

Buge 42, line 277, for Drunkenefs; read Darkrieft,
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