Of the REVEREND

Mr. SAMUEL BL AIR,

Late Minifter of the Gofpel at Fogs-Adanmor, 1n
Chefier County, in FPennfylvama.

CONTAINING

A Collett

tion of SERMONS
On various SUBJECTS:

Some of w hld‘ are Reimpretiions from Copies printed in the
AuTHOR 5 Life-time; 2nd others done from Mam.lcnpts
found among his Papers atter his Decezie.

TOGETHER WITH

Several T R E ATISES,

A VIN DIC..XTIO\ ot t‘n, BreTHREN, &C.
The DocTrine of PREDESTINATION truly

and tairly ﬁm:-d ; with an APPENDIX, relaing
more particularly to the Doctrine of Reprefation.

A fhortand faithiul NARRATIVE of the late remark-
able Revival of Religion, &, ﬂ

The Awber’s _L.AS’I Apvice to a Number of his
Congregation, &c.

To which 1s added,

A SERMOUN preached at Mr. Bair’s FuNerat by

the Rev. M. Finley; 2nd an ELrGY wrote by the
Rev. Mr. Davis on the Occalion.

PHIL=DFLPHIA, Printed and Smld bv W. BRADFQCRD,
at 1he Sigﬂ Ll i BIBLE N Qrcard M'rr.-,'f M DL! LIV,.
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THE

LAST ADVICE

Of the late REVEREND

A Numeer of his CONGREGATI ON,
convcncd at his Houfe, 2 few Weeks before
his DeaTH;

CHIEFLY RESPECTING

* . q , j M . . > v} _4', : ' : TG EGA-
Their future Comaucl, as to their CoNGR
tioNaAlL. AFFAIRS.




Brethrcn As l was prc&nt yfel W

can readily recolle@® the Subftsnce of what hc oke;

the Defire of fome, I here deliver i, as ncar as -;-

in hts own\vVards, Bm as h:sSaymgs of
Ccrt

Hcads.

b 7
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Fir#, He introduced his Difcourfe with fome Remarks
on his former and prefent declinipg State of Body : |
¢ I found mylelt (fasd be) on the Decline two or three i
¢ Years before my fore Sickaefs in Poiladelphéa. In the
* Time ot my lilaels there, 1t was my Difire and Requeft
¢ to God, that he would recover me to O much Strengl:h,
¢ as | n..hht be able to {peak to you once more 1a his Name.
¢ It pleufed Lim o graat my Requeft; and, over and %
¢ above, to continue me, and enable me to preach to you
¢ for a conixlerable Tune, though with Dithculry, becaufc}
¢ of my Weaknels. Now the Lord has laid his Hard en
‘ me again; and though I do not pretend to prophsfy, or
¢ dutermine abfolurely efpecting the Event, yet 1 am very §

¢ apprehenflive my Sicknefs 1s unto Death: And left this
‘ ihou.d be the Iffue, I defired to communicate a few
¢ Though:s to you mow, and give you my laft Adwce :
¢ chietly with Regard to your future Management of the
¢ Affuirs of the Congregaricn.’

Secendy, As to the Congregution’s Behaviowr towards
him, and his Family-Concerns, he faid, ¢ I have Reafon,
¢ wz..h Gm..ltude, to Jcknuwxcdgc the Kindnefs of the Cona|

‘ gregation to me, efpecizily in {ympathizing with me in'
¢ my Sicknefs; one Inftance of which I cannot but parti- |§
¢ cularly notice, That, notwithftanding 1 have been fre- |
¢ quently prevented from performing the Duties of mv |§
¢ Orifice t! raugh weaknefs, yet I have mor known the lealt
¢ lattance of any Grumolm-r at me on that Account. S
¢ But theugh the Congreganon has been kind to us in f§
¢ feveral Refpelts, yet my Wile was obl :gtd to be par- @
¢ ltcu‘ar]u’ lrugal and induftrious, for the better .SJper!: f
¢ of h ¢ numerous increaling Family. And now being B
¢ abast o bc removed from being a Head over them, i
‘i cmn.ncnd to your Care my difconfolate Widow, &
¢ and half a Score of fmall Children, " Not that 1 de-|
¢ firc they [hould be a continual Charge to you; that|

¢ would bc an cxiravagant Defire indeed: But my M = |
"o
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¢ing is, 1. That you would take Care to coilect the
¢ Remainder of miy Dibts, for their Support. 2. That
¢ you would difcover a gnd C‘zunr:'mnr:: to themy: which
< [ fhould lock upon as the bult Teftimony ot Refpect

¢ to my Memory.’

Thirdly, In refpet of his own Condu@, as a Chritiaa,
and a Minilkr, he faid, ¢ Thovxh 1 have to lament
¢ many Infirmities, ver, 1 thimk | may fay, without
¢ Oftertation, that my Conduct has been becomuag the
¢ Gofpel. 1 have Reafon to bleis God, that he his
¢ kept me from Falle and Blunders, that 1 hzve not been
¢ a Reproach to Religion, nor given the Enemus cf nt
¢ Occalion to blalbheme. As a Miniter, 1 have indecd
¢ Caufe to be athamed before Gd, for my poor Man-
* ner of firviny him in that Ofce: Yer, blefled be his
¢ Name, that | have, by his Grace, ftudied to be faxh-
« tul. My Coricience bears me Witnels,. that | have
¢ honeftly endcaviured to expliin o you the varmows
¢ Dottrninre ot Religion agreeable to the Mind of God:
¢ 1 ftudied them, that | might preach th-m thvou; and
< ﬁ'arcbe{l the S i'ripmre;r, 1o ﬁ:f‘ w:hether rb-:if'é bea;r W
© /o; and am wiliing to attelt the Truth of th-m with
¢ my laft Breath; and could, with the urmoft Freedom,
¢ urge upon you the Beliet and Prallice of them, were
© I ture that I was immediately to appear bitore the
¢ Bar of God.’ _

.

Fotertoly, With refpect to his fpiritua! State, God-ward,
he faid, ¢ Trruft I may fay, 1 the Honeur of divine
¢ 'GTHCP, that mv Peace with God s neg lt:& ty o2
¢ made uvp uil this Day. It s a Thing of no new
¢ ihmd?ng, This would be an uncomfortable B=d to me,
‘1t that great Bufinels was yet to be performed,  Ror,
“ upon Searchee and Refearcher into the Foundarinn, |
' cannot byt hope thut T fhail ftand acquitted in rha

A 7 2 ¢ Juubﬁ-
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dgmen kd be God! Death is not & Terror to

1€ ; for not entertzining the ke2it Scruple of Gad’s

mal Love and Favour 1o me, I can wih Chear-

¢ tulnels, and Peace in my Soul, embrace ®, m ﬁul
& ~t&tmn J d hLEL‘d and glomrs I.J ‘

- - Advantag 12y be per— ‘tred mob-

I <now no; but l hopc

| ﬂ

plcafcd t.h: Lﬁrd o m:ke mc, and a I\lmbcr of y
¢ Brethren, inftrumental in promoting what I always be-
¢ lieved was a2 Work of his Power and Grace; and in |
¢ that Faith I can depart in22 an eternal World, Bex
¢ fome how or other our Mother’s Children were angry |
¢ with us who were the Initruments in carrying & un, .
) ’“‘d ““J“ﬂ 'y “excluded us from Communion
* erefore | ad\nﬂ. you to adhcrc to ywr own Pm- .

o i 2 Gty e e 0 iy R
- or Qchlﬁn in K

Sixthly, For their Direltion in the Choice of a M- §
nifter, he fad, ¢ That you may obtain a ufeful Mxmth.
¢ who my bc likcly to promote the Intereits Rc‘x-
- gion amo - cndeamur to obtain ral.sm; Saus-
the Man you may have your Eyc
¢ Hxed upc * nag Particulars, o

I. ¢ (l)ﬁ:tvc whethcr ‘his Converfation and Deport- |§
¢ ment be fuch as favours of Piety, and bLecomes the
Gofpel: For it a Minifter’s Converfation be light, vain, |

¢ ard §
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¢ and unfavoury, though he could fpeak with the Tongue «
¢ of an Angel, his Labours would not have a Tendency
¢ to promote Godlinefs. _
[1I. ¢ His tender Care, and Abiity to folve Cafes of
¢ Conicience, fhould be obferved. For if a Minifter is
¢ unexpericnced himfelf in the Exercifes. of Piety, he can-
¢ not natively and readily take up the Cafes of Chriftians,
¢« nor will he faithfully endeavour to promote their Ho-
¢ linefs and Comfort. He will not be faithfully engaged
¢ for his own Salvation, and how then can he be o en-
¢ gaged for the Salvation of his Hearers? His Difpofi-
¢ tion being felofh, himfelt will be his higheft Aim.
¢ Moreover, fuch a one will be fubje(t to Biunders, to
¢ the Wounding of Religion, -
I11. ¢ Obferve his Ability to preach, and defend the
Do&trines of Grace. But if he be a young Man, and
¢ appears capable of good Improvement, do not reject
¢ him, becaufe, as you might poilibly apprehend, he can-
¢ not explain the Doltrines of Religion as I have done:
¢ For it is not to be expected of a Youth, though in
¢ maus and learned, that he fhouid be as clear and- tull
¢ on thofe Doctrines as one of greater Experience in
¢ Preaching. It would be a Shame to me, if, after I
¢ have been above feventeen Years in the Miniftry, I could
¢ nat open Gofpel Dottrines more clearly than a Youth
¢ juft entered on the Othce. Now, though you may pof-
¢ fibly be deceived in a Man, and nced not pretend t
¢ an abfolute Certainty in thefe Things; yet try to get
¢ a competent rational Satisfattion, 1, By obtaining a
¢ previous Trial of him, that you may hear him frequently
¢ preach, may converfe with him, and know his Con-
¢ verfation. And, 2. Left you fhould be miftaken, en-
* quire, concerning him, of thofe who are acquainted with
¢ him, and able to form a Judgment of his Suitablenefs for
¢ you, and who are molt likely to give a true and unbiaffad
¢ Account of himi; And be not too rath and hafty in taking

) UP
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UP with my: but pl‘meﬂtl Cﬁun(}\jﬂy in {o very lm?o -
“-m Affarr.’ |

Sevestbly, To engagL them to Unio#t 2nd Peace smong
themfelves, he faid;, ¢ While you live vacant, keep tc tcgethcr
<_in oné Body, and do not break off, and join with other
¢ Cﬂn regations; for in {0 doing you would do what you
ould to lop off this Branch ot Chrift’s Vineyard. Vacant
¢ Cmgtegmom ate expofed to many Dangers; therefore
-as long as you remam without & Minifter fettled.among
‘. you, you have need to take fpecial Care that you do no-
¢ thing that may weaken your Strength, or hinder the ge-
¢ neral Good of the Body' And for this Purpele, fee that
¢ ye endeavour to maintain Peace, Harmony, and bmther-
¢ ly Love among ymriclves in all your Proceedings
< beware of Heats and Contentisns, for they have a native
Tendcncy to divide and feparate; and Diwlions are the
Jane ot Society. If any D'fference fhall at any Time
¢ anfe among you, reafon the Point with one another c-a.lm-
l and in the Spirit of Meeknefs: And if, after all,
art are obiiged to diflent from the Judgment of the Ma—
jor!ty, fet 1t appear to be with Relu&ancc* It they can-
- ¢ not obtain Sausfaction, but ftill muft look on themfelves
s aggnieved, let mutual Forbearance be exercifed, and
them not _parate fmm their Brethren, but continue 1n
' gh fome Gricvance fublit.’

¢ Uniog with them, thot

At the Conclufion he exprefled the Defire of his Soul very
pathetically thus, ¢ Oh! that none of you may be wanting
¢ in the Day of Chrilt, when we muft appear before the
~ Judgment-feat; I, to give an ncwmt ot my Steward-
¢ thip; and you, how you received

d @

In this folemn Manner did Mr. Blair ke Leave of his
Pccpic : And if they confcientioully obferve his dying Ad-
vices, which are now publifhed with a particular View to

' thur
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their Benefir, they may expett the Blafling of itdulgent
Heaven, -and that they fhall continue a flourithing Con-
gregation, onited in Love, and walking in the Faith and
Fellowihip of the Gofpel. But it would be an Inftance
of daring Hardinefs, it any of them {hould difregard the
falt Words orf One who has left a Teftimony of his Fi-
delity in their Confciences; One who fell with the Dig-
nity of a Minifter of Jefus, and gave fuch ftriking Proofs,
in his laft Moments, of the Truth of Chriftianity, on
which he chearfully ventured his eternal All; and of the
Reality of his perional Religion.

ey
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