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PREFACE

KIHHE Reafon why this Difcourfe now goes to
@ 7 R the Prefi, is, that Itho’t it would be ufe-
82 - tul, and neceffary.

R Woen I came firft o Cainhoy, 1 found the
Diffenting Intereft declining ; the Fious Aged but few
and the Yourh, tho’ numerous, generally sgnorant, ami
neglected, and in a fair way to become vicious, and cor-
yupt in their Morals. This obfervation was affelling
to o Minifter ; ¢nd I could think of no Remedy fo likely
under GOD, to reform,and firengthen the things, which
remained, and were veady to dve, as to preach, and prefs
the dury of Parents to their Children; to lay doun the
Matrer,Method,snd Reafons of their infruttion. T hbis
T did, vo the lengeh of feveral Sermons, from this Test ;
buz finding the ¢mpreffion of them to wear off, and, that
it very much arofe from the temptations of a Tavern,
with fome, and the infeltion of Evil Company, with
others : 1 firfl, very freely, declared my fentiments upon

the abufe, and pernicious confequence, of Strong Drink,

and then cpplyed thofe awords sn Prov. 1. 10. to Pa-
rents, and Children, with all the clofenefs, and pun-
gency of Expreffion, I was mafter of.

After fuch repeared endeavours, I was in bopes, my
wifbes might be anfwered : but time ba: feemed, not on-
by to erafe the impreflion, bu* to Lury the remembrance
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ii PREFACE
of [uch Subjels; and I can think of no way now to res
vive them, Lut the Prels, and bave, accordinfly, Spert
ome time, and been at fome pains, to contralt the Seér-
wions, and to put them into the form of three continued
Diftourfes; achich I determine to publifb together : and
#f the Religious Ends I propofe in the publication of
tlem, not only to the ‘People of Cainhoy, (for whom
they are primarily intended) but to the late People of
my Cliarge i# Bermiuda, and to all others, in the [ame
cireumfiances, fball be accomplif’d, I fhall have litrle
regard, norwsthftanding my Youth, to the general smpu-
zation of Vanity. a

-~ The Intelligent Reader avill obferve, a great Affini-
ty in the Subjcéls, and will therefore forgive my iepeat-
ing-rhe [ame things, in different Diftourfes, delivered
at fuch different times ; it being impoffible, to avoid fome
repetition, without a marifelt Injury, borh to the Subjelt
§2 [elf, and to the defign I bad, in making it Publick.

- Muy the Father of Lights, without whom, Paul is
nothing, and Apollos is nothing, give the Increale, and

take 179e Glory. ©

Cainhoy. Jatl. 19th.
- 17:9,3¢.

Jofish Smith.
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The Duty of PARENTS,

to Inftruét their CHILDREN.

BRBIVHVIVBISLIILIBIRLILY:

PROV XXIIL ¢

ﬂwm up 4 Chzld in the way be jbould go, and wwhen be
- §s obd, be will not depart from it,

'oro78HE Book of Proverds abounds ina great

5‘2@&9!3{‘}:52’& variety of wholfome, and inftructive
WL

it T 3;?@5 Leflons; but without that Conne&ion,

s dylas obfervable in moft other parts of the
gg,;:gmgg :;@ Sacred Writings. One of thefe Excel-

45 lent Sentences we have now before us;
| reprefenting the great Duty of Paren-
tal Inftru®ion. Zrain up a Child &c. 'The origi-
nal word, when it {peaks of Perfons, is obferved to
fignify, Carechetical Inftruion. Or, to initiate a
Youth in fomething, he was ignorant of before ; Eve-
ry Youth, more or lefs is fuch an Jgnoramus. The
Parent is therefore exhorted to train him up in rbe
'wa_y he jbouhl 80 Accordmg to his Capacity, or courfe

of




2 The Duty of PARENTS,

of Life ; or ( which comes neareft the Hebrew Phrafe)
in the Deginning of his way : His tender Years, and
Youth ; when lefs habituated to corrupt Practice,
and more apt to take the Impreflions of Precept and
Example ; And when be is old, be will not depart from
¢t. (i e.) Thisis the narural, and ufual fruit of ear-
ly Inftruction ; what we may expe@ and prefume

upon.
The Words run into zewo Propofitious.

PROP. 1. ’Tis theDuty of Parents to train up their
Children in the way they fhould go.
PROP. 2. When they are old, they will not de-

part from it.

PROP. 1. *Tisthe Duty of Parents,to trainuptheir
Children in the way they thould go.

Under this Propofition, I propofe three Things.
viz.

1. To thew the Marter of Inftru®ion, the way, in
which Children fhould go ; or the great Leflons,
which Parents thould teach them.

2. The Metheds of inftru&ion, #ow they fhould

teach them.

3. The Reafons of the Duty.

(1.) Asto the Marter of Inftrution. We fhould
belure teach our Children the following Leflons.
Viz.
1. The Nature of GOD. The Relations he fuf-
tains to them, and the Duties they owe Him. That
God is a Spirst, a imple, a&ive, intelligeat Being :
An énfinite Spirit that fills Heaven and Earth, with
his Prefence: Erernal, from Everlafting, to Everlaft-
ing GOD ; and Unchangeable. The Facher of Lights,
with whom is no Variation nor Shadow of turning.
That He is thus Infinite, Eternal, and Unchangeable
pot only in his Being, but in all his ellential Perfec-
tions : His Wifdom, Posccr, Holinefs, Fuftsce, Goodmf;i

an




to Infirut their CuiLDREN. 3

and Zruth. Nor muft we forget to tell our Children,
the Relation they ftand in to GOD ; That He has
made them, and not they themfelves ; That He by
His kind Vifitation preferves their Spirits in Life :
That He has fed and clothed, nourithed and brought
them up, and they always depend upon His gracious
Providence, for every Breath and every Mercy ; and
that He is the Lord their Redeemer. -— We muft like-
wife teach them, the Dury they owe to this Bef of
Beings, as it flows and Refults from thefe Relations ;
That as they live in Him,{o they fhould live to Him,
to His Praife and Glory, when they eat and drink or
whatever they do; that as they depend upon Him
they fhould beware of Him, and not provoke Him.
And that fince they are bought with a Price, they
thould gloréfy Him with their Bodies and with their
Spirits which are His.

2. Next to the Nature of GOD, we fhould teach
them their own.

1. The Capacity of it. )

That they have living, immateriai, intelligent, and
immortal Souls; Created at firft, but little lower
than the Angels, knowing more than the Fawls of
Heaven, and having Underftanding above the Beafts
of the Earth . Souls of great Capacity ; capable of
the knowledge and fruition of God, tho’ infinitely
below Him.

2. The firft and great defign of their Creation.

That the Great and Wife Creator formed them for
His own ?raéﬁ?, made them the mouth of the Dumb
Creation, to Celebrate His Wifdom, Power,and God-
Head, fhining fo bright in the frame of Nature; that
from the Creature they fhould afcend to the know-
ledge of the Creator; to Glersfy Himon Earth,and
to Enjoy Him in Heaven.

3. We fhould teach them, how this Capacity was
Abufed; this End Perverred, and their Natures De-
praved, and theit Souls Expofed by Adain’s Trani-
grefhon |

Woe




| P The Duty of PARIJ:NTS,

We are to inftru® our Children in the Covenant
of Works ; the firft Violation of it, and the Guilt and
Pollution fpringing from it : That they were Repre-
fented in Adam, {inned in him, and fell . with him;
-that they. are juftly chargeable with " his firft
Tran{greffion ; and being his Seed and Offspring,are
conceived in Sin, and brought forth in Iniquity ;
That Sin has wrought a great diforder and confufion
in the Powers and Operations of their Souls; ha-
ving loft the Image of God, and the Original Rec-
titude of their Nature, and contracted Principles and
Habits that are Black and Vicious: That they have
now within them, evil hearts of Unbelief, departing
from the Living God ; That the Confequence of rhis,
is Enmity between them; that they are God’s Ene-
mies, and He theirs ; that He is Angry with them e-
very day,and has prepared for them an Unquencha-
ble Fire, which they can neither Efcape, nor Extin-
guith, by humane Art, or Created Power. And when
we have thus Taught them the Terrors of the Law,
with what pleafure fhould we teach them,

4. The Grace of the Gofpel, -and the Way of Lif
and Salvation by a Redecmer. . ’

That when the firft Covenant was broken, and
became ufelefs to all the intents of Salvation, it plea-
fed God from the motive of Free Grace, without any
Provifion of Merit in Man, to Subftitute a better Co-
venant, well ordered in all things, and fure, Efta-
blithed on better Promifes, and founded in the Blood
of his own Son.

That they have now a Great High-Prieft, Fefus,
the Son of God ; who being found in fathion as a
Man, became obedient unto Death ; but is Rifen
and Afcended, and Pafled into the Heavens, there to
appear for them in the Prefence of God ; That He
dyed for their Sins, and Rofe for their guﬁxﬁcanor!,
and ever lives to make Interceflion for them, if ‘Pens-

sent and Believing, Which leads me to fay, .. That




70 Infirutt their CHILDREN, 5

"¢, That they teach them the Conditions of the
New Covenant. | |

Repentance towards God, and Fuaith towards our
Lord Jefus Chrift. Shew the Necefity, and open the
Nature of thefe Conditions ; that except they Re-
pent, they fhall everlaftingly Perifh; that whoever
Believeth not, the Wrath of God abideth on him -
That they muft. have an affecting fight and fenfe of
their Sins ; that they heartily mourn for them, not fo
much, becaufe they expofe their Souls to divine
Suftice, as becaufe they are offenfive to the divine
Hilirefs ; that, under zkis notion, they abhor, and
forfake them ; and have refpe& to all God’s Com-
mands : That they muft yield a firm 4/fent, to what
the Scripture has revealed concerning Chrift : asGod
and Man, and both united ; however myfterious to
proud unfanified Reafon ; that they efteem Him a
qualified Saviour ; that they prize and love, and
thankfully Receive Him, as their Propbet to inftruct
them, their Prieff to fave them, and their King to
govern them : That their Faith muft be juftifyed by
their Works ; and not a Carcafs without a Spirit.
. Therefore N ‘

6. We muft diftinétly teach them, the || Moral Law,
and the particular Duties comprized in it.

- We muft fhew them the finger of God ; the Tawo
T ables ; the Sacred Ten : their Duty to God and

.}l Curist came to fulfil, but not to deftroy the Moral Law -
The law of Ceremonies, which were bur fhadows of good
things to come vanifhed, when the $xn of Righteoufnefs
arofe : Nor are Chriftians concerned in fuch judicial
Laws, as' were peculiar to the Pewws, and not founded in
the Moraljty and Nature of the things themfelves : Bue
the Moral Law, in ail its Branches, is fill in as much
force (if née more) as under Mofes ; not to juftify us, buc
to’ give us a perfelt Rule of Life. ,

This we fhould teach our Children,

B ~ - . DMar.




6 The Dury of PARENTS,

Mzn. That they meft love the Lord their God,with
all their Hearts, Mind, and Strength ; have no other
gods before Him ; Reprefent Him by no Figure, and
Worthip Him by no Image ; but as a Sp#rit, in Spi-
rit and in truth, according to the prefcriptions of His
own Word ; rejedting every mode of humane Inven-
tion and Inftitution : That they fear to take His
dreadful Name in vain ; or to fpeak of Him, His Ti-
tles, and Attributes, without the moft profound Re--
verence : That they remember the Sabbath, to keep
it Holy ; not finding their own Pleafure, nor doing
their own Work, on that Holy Day, but improving
it to the great Ends of Religion and Devotion.
Moreover, from the Second Table, we muft teach
them, to give Homour, to whom honour is due ; to do
no Murder, in the a® or intention: To flee youth-
ful Lufts, to beware of finning agaiaft their own Bo-
dies, and of defiling the Temples of the Holy Ghoft ¢
That T7¢ft be not found in their hands ;' that they
bear not falfe Witnefs, in any fenfe, againft cheir
Neighbour ; nor fo muéh as Cover his-Rights, Proper-
ties, and Pofleffions. '

7. We muft teach them the Ativesthat enforce
the Obfcrvance of fuch Religious and Moral Duties.

1. The Obligations of their Zaprifm. When Chil-
dren come to years of knowledge, and difcretion, they
muft be tcld, what we have done for them : That
they have been f{olemnly devoted to.God and His
Service ; made early Members of the Vifible Church;
and laid under federci Obligations, to remember, and
in every initance of duty, to obey their Creator. Un-
lefs we tell themthis, and thew them the awful Impor-
tance of it, they can neither know it, nor'take care to
anfwer it. |

2, God’s Omuiprefent and Omnifcient Eye.

This Children have little and flight notions of:
we fhould be the more diligent to inftru them init,
We muft aflure them, that God’s Eye is ever upon
them, and that he fees and infpedts them Z’a:i'v ?x}g

ighb




to Iafirut their CaitprEN, ’

Night in all their vouthful Prophanenefs,anddiffolute
Courfes. Who knows the happy tendency of fuch
Thot’s, and how it may affe& their tender Hearts ?

3. We muft teach them that Childhood and Youth
are Vanity. _

Put them in mind of their End, in the beginning
of their Days : That the Momin;l;) of life may prove
the Night of Deark: That the Pleafures of Sin are
but for a feafon : That their Youth and Vigour is no
fecurity againft their Death : That when they die,
there is an Eternal Period to 2ll their carnal Plea-
fures; That there is a great difference betwixt the
vanithing Pleafures of Seunfe, and the permanent
Pleafures of Faith ; and that the Service of Cb%l in-
finitely tranfcends that of the Flgh and the Devil.

4. We thould give them, if poflible, fome Rea-
lizing Tho’ts of the Erernal World. )

That their Souls mever dye, but, young and {mall
as they are, they muft ftand with the Oldeft and
Greateft before God, and give an impartial account
for the deeds done in the Body; and that Heaves
or Hell, muft be their Everlafting Habitation.

Yet after ali,

8. We fhould teach them, the in-efficacy of Moral
Motives in themfelves, and direct them to the fulnefs
of Divine Grace. '

Send them to Chrift, the Head of Influence, the
Fountain of Life ; praying, that by His Spirit, He
would alter the frame of their vitiated Noatures, and
work the Change, that muft be wrought in their
Hearts. ‘

This for the firft Thing; the mattcr of Inftru&ion,
or what we fhould teach our Children.

Usr. 1. This Reproves the Ignorance of Parents,
who have come to years of Difcretion, and Paren-
¢age, and know not the Fuudamentals of Religion,
which they thould teach their Children.

I fpeak it to their thame, fome have not the know-

B2 ledge




8 The Duty of PARENTS, -

ledge of Chrift : To whom I cannot fpeak, as unto
{piritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto Zabes in

hrift ; for when, for the time, they ought to be
teachers, they have need that one teach them again,
which be the firft Principles of the Oracles of God,
and are become {uch, as have need of Milk, and not
of ftrong Meat, being unskilful in the Word of
Righteoulneis. If any of this fort be prefent, let
them take the Reproof to themfelves ; and, for the
future, give a more earneft Heed to the things that
are {poken, leaft they again’let them flip.

2. Thofe Parents are likewife Reproveable, who
are well inftructed themfclves in Principles of Reli-
gion, but little care for the Improvements of their
Clildren, either in knowledge or Grace.

Too many fuch Parents we have in this Provénce.
Go to their Houfes, and enquire ; and haw few will
-ou find of their Children, who know the Vital, and
}E{Tential Points of Religion here enumerated ? They
can give little account of themfelves, and leis of
God, and the Duties they owe Him. Hence they
become an ealy prey to every Temptation :  And
this owing to the Negligence of Farents; that have
prophane pitilefs Hearts, and no bowels for the fruit

of their Bodies.

But let us pafs, |

2. To the Mcthods of Inftru@tion, and Enquire
Zow we fhould teach our Children.

And this, taking the word [ method ] in the larg-
eft and moft extenfive meaning, will lead me to
Anfwer, in a great number, and variety of Heads.

1. We muft teach them dsligently. !

So Ifrael of old was commarnded, Decut. 6. 6, 9.
Thefe words, which I command thee, this day, fhall
be in thine heart ; and thou fhalt teach them dilks-
gently unto thy Children, and fhalt talk of them,wheny |
thou fitteft in thy houfe, and when thou walkeft by |
the way, and when thou licft down, and when thou

nfcﬂ: 1




to Inftruct their Cair.preN. 9

rieft up. There is diligrnce imported in every part
of the Charge : And this we fhould take for our Pat-
tern. It is written for o#r Learning, upon whomn the
eads of the World are come.  We muft be very dili-
gont in the duty, and exercife, of Inftruction.  Not
efteem it a thing indifterent ; and ouly practice it, at
leifurely feafons, rather for our own diverfion, than
their Edification ; but make a bufinsfs of it, devore 2
proper portion of time to it, and attend it with dili-
genee. .

2. Our Inftru&ions fhould be frequent and re-
peated. |

The bare propofal of Duty once is not fufficient :
We muit inculcate the fame things upon them.
Chrift did fo upon his Difciples, multiplying Para-
bles, that had the fame refpe&, and pointed to the
fame end. And, what faith ‘Paul? To me, to write
the fame things, is not grievous, but for you it is
piofitable. There is nothing more profirable for
them ; and therefore nothing thould be lefs grievous
to us- Their Capacities need it ; they can’t have
a right intelligence without it: their Apprehenfions
are not quick; and their Retention is weak. Not
only fo ; but they have many Youthful Paflions, to
draw off their attention, and to tempt them from the
prad&ice of fuch Duties, as ftrike at their Pleafures.
Their Hearts are like melted Wax, fufceptive of a2/
Impreflions, but quickly cool, and fhould therefore be
often warmed.

3. We fhould teach with Affettion.

Parents thould not think the Inftru&ion of their
Children a 725k and Burden ; but do it with every
mark of Affeftion and delight. When Mothers have
nourithed their Infant Children, with the natural
Breaft, they fhould, with the fame readinefs draw
out the Spiritual, that as new born Babes, they might
drink in the fincere milk of the Word, and their
Souls grow thereby. They fhould once more, travail
in Birth with them, ’till Chrift be formed in them.

t P




10 The Duty of PARENTS,

That’s the beft Indulgence,and the nobleft Charaéler
of a Parent. And indeed, the Succefs of Inftru&ion,
partly depends upon this : A Child will be foon
obfervant enough of it, and think the matter of no
great Confequence, where the Parents regard is fo
little : Nor can Parents expe& their Children will
be forward to Jears, when they are fo backward to
teach. .

g. With Difcretion.

Prudence is 2 general Qualification in all In-
ftructors : but they efpecially need it, who under-
take the Inftru&ion of Children. In whom Prudence
will teach us to confider T'wo things.

(1.) Their Age and Capacity

Children of the fame Years, may differ in their na.
tural Powers: One may be indolent, and ftupid ;
another quick and fociable : ‘This the Teacher is to
confider, and proportion his expe&ations by it. He
muft not expect to reap, where God has not fowed.
Where the Great Author of Natuie has given a &ar-
ren Genfus,we may not expe& largeImprovements upon
it. Nor are weto aifign every age the fame part, and
mealure,of Inftru@ion : A Child of ZesYears, muft be
diftinguith’d from one of Seves ; and that from one
of five : All, in proportion to their refpeive Births,

{2.) Their Zempers and Difpofitions.

Thefe are as various as their Years, and Capacities,
and muft be accordingly treated. Some are flubborn
ard obftinate, and muft be ufed with Severity, and,
if need require, feel the Rod. Prov. 13. 24. He that
fpareth the rod, haterh bis fon: but ke thar hoveth
bim, chafiucth bim betimes. Prov. 22, 15. Foolifbnefs
és bound in the beart of a Child ; but the rod of cor-
reGion ball drive it far from bim. ‘This is a neceflary,
and wholefome piece of Severity ; yet even here,
Difcretion muft be ufed, and we muft not exceed :
When the Child is humbled, the Rod muft be with-
drawn. But others difcover a Temper more ﬁ:ﬁt aind

generous ; and a Word to thele,is more than a od}to
' the




to Infirult their CuiLpren, 3

the other; and they rather need Encouragement,than
Reproof or Correction : In this cafe, Parents muit
change their behaviour. Thus fthould we teach with
Difcretion, with regard to the Age, Capacity, and
Temper, of our Children.

s. We fhould teach them by Example.

Go before them, in the obfervance of God’s Sta-
tutes. They have Eyes to fee, as well as Ears to hear;
and are very much govern’d by the Life, and Beba-
viour, of their Parents. You may confume yourT'ime,
and Breath, to no purpofe, in giving Precepts ard
Counfels, without this conformity in your Pratiice.
If you teach them (for inftance) the reverend ufe of
God’s Name, and prophane it in their hearing ; won’t
hey obferve it, think you ? and improve it 2 If you
tcharge upon them the Sanétification of - God’s
Holy Sabbaths,and remember it not your felves ; will
they obey you ?* Or, if you warn them of Intempe-
rance, and frequent'the Tavern your {elves, will the

y you any regard ? ’T'is a wonder if they fthoul

nd how can Parents reprove in their Children what
they allow in themfelves ¢ How can they urge the
obfervance of Duties, which they negle&t ? o«
warn againft the Sins,which they commit themfelves2
This is the way to be judged outof their own mouths,
Rom. z. 1. Thou art inexculable, O man, whoever thou
are, thar judgeft, for wherein thou judgefs anotber, tbou
condemmeft thy [elf ; for thou that judgefl, duft the fame
things. Will Parents be their own Judges ? aad ¢n~
deavour to be fo, by the inftru@®ion of their Chil-
dren ? or have regard to their Children’s Souls, when
they have none for their own ? it cannot be ; ’tigy at
leaft, moft improbable. Remcmber this, Parents,
and let your Lives Copy, and Repeat, the Precepts
of your Lips : Be Enfamples to your Children, cf Pie-
tK;ndemc ¢ Let your Lights fo thine beforc them,
that they may fee your good Works, and glarifyf
your Kather, who is in Heaven, e

o R 6. With




72 Tie Duty of PARECNTS,

6. With Patience. |
"Tis required in Teachers, that they be Patient;
and particularly enjoined upon ‘Paients, Eph. 6. 2.
And, ye Fathei:, provoke not youir Clildren to «wrath,
but biring them up in the vuiture and admonition of the
Lord. The Dury, and Alethod, of Inftrution are
here united. 1f yvu would teach your Children the
admonition of the Lord, provoke them not Curb your
Paflions : be not too hatty to difcover your Refent-
ments ; wait patiently upon their weaknefs, and con-
fider their Genius: for if their Patfions rife, their rea-
{on and diligence, and all the ends of Inftruétion are
oft.
9. With Concei for the Succefs of Infiru&ion.
Some teach their Children, upon nic other Motives,
than.Cuftoi:: ar:d decency : unconcerned for any Suc-
cefs. - Beware of this Teniper: And not only expend
your-time to inftrud, but feek a good iflue of all your
Inftru@ions. Let your Children fee your Concein :
This may affe@ their Hearts ; and roufe their dili-
gence. This too, may procure God’s bleffing upon
your Inftrution: And this is to imitate Chrift, who
was grieved at the hardnefs of Men’s Hearts, and had
’r}o glr)eater joy than to fee His Children walking in
Truth. - -

8. In Seafon. | o
There is a Time for all things under the- Sun,

and every thing is beautiful in it’s Seafon. Children
muft have their zimes of Inftruétion ; both itated and
occafional : When the time is fared, they will be
mure upon their Guard, and bettei prepared. And, in
ftating the times, we fhould be cautious of exceeding,
Tiine muft be allowed for Recreation and innocent
Diverfions ; to unbend the Mind, and to preferve the
Health of the Body. But, befides thefe ﬁated‘ times
of Inftrucion, there are times of occafional Inftru@ion ;
Remarks upon particular Providences and Occprren-
ces. Thus (to inftance in one or two) when we fee

their Companions die in Youth, ’tis an excellent S;a-
on
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fon to teach them their owsn frailty ; the vanity of

trufting in their Youth, and of deferring the great
Concerns of their Souls to Old Age. When we ob-
ferve their Aflociates, and thofe of the fame Years,
Serious, Grave, and of Religious difpofitions, ’tis a

ood opportunity to Recommend Early Piety to their

hoice, to thew the poflibility of being old in Grace
while young in years ; and the wifdom of thofe, who
fear the Lorg, from their Youth.

Once more ; When Divine Vengeance meets the
Vicious, Prophane Youth, when fome fudden & fur-
prizing Providence overtakes them ; when God has
Revealed His Juftice in Flames of Fire, & Summon-
ed them to His Bar, by the Voice of His Thunder,
as we have often feen, and heard; then fhould we
efpecially admonifh them to Remember their Creator,
to Dread and Revere His Power, and not to tempt
Him, as others alfo Tempted, and were deftroyed of
the Deftroyer-

And, as the Zsme of Inftru@ion fhould be confider-
ed, both Stated and Qccafional, fo thould the Place.
We muft inftru@® our Children at Home, in all thae
is proper to that Place ; andParentz fhould bring them
earlyto thePlace of Worfhip,as foon as they are capa-
bleof any Awe and Command,and can keep filence in
the Church ; they are then laid at God’s Door, and
brought as near the Arms of Chrift, as we can carry
them; and in the way of a Blefling. But are not
fome of my Hearers very Guilty here ¢ coming them-
felves, but leaving their Children at Home, to mif-
pend and prophane the Sabbath ; and this for
the moft Z7svisl Reafons. Our Seviour’s Parents did
better by Him, Zuk. 2. 22. When the days of Ma-
7y’s Purification, according to the Law of Mofes,were
accomplifhed, they brought Him to Zerufalem, to
prefent Him to the Lord.” Look upon this Pattern,
and for the future, bring your Children, and infpe&
their Behaviour, both in the Zime, and Turervals of
Divine Service ; and Enquire of them at Home,what

G they
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they retain’d of the Sermon, or the Text, and its
principalHeads; Would you Reform to this, I fhould
yet hope for an Holy Seed here, a Seed to know and
ferve the God of their Fathers.

9. We thould teach them by Carechifms.

I obferved, in the Introduction of the Words, that
the Original does more immediately intend ?hés Me-
thod of Inftruction; which was the principal Motive
of my fpeaking from this Text, We muft Carechife
our Children, conftantly at Hoise, and fometimes 1n
‘Pubsick ; and to thew the Fxcellency of this Method,
I would offer the following Remarks.

( 1. ) We have the Principles of Religion Epito-
miz’d in our Catechifms. ’ Tis with fuch a defign
that Catechifins are Compiled : to Reprefent at one
View, all the Eflentials of the Chriftian Religion,
difperfed thro’ the Scriptures, which fhortens and fa-
cilitates Inftruétion of Youth. The whole Bible is
too large and comprehenfive a Syftem of Divinity,
for the Retention of Children ; they have not ripe-
nefs of judgment to fearch, examine, and collect
goints of Fasth, from points of Praitice.” Nor can

arents, with any tolerable conveniencv, d¢ it for
them. But fuch is the Excellency of Catechifms, that
they prefent to our view, in a few pages, all the Ru-
diments and firft Principles of Chriftianity, free from
the mixtures of lefler goints, which, yet being, on
fome Occafions, needful, appear ver y numerous in
the Book of Gad.

( 2. ) Thefe Principles, are digefted into an Excel-
lent Oraer,

There is nothing like Method, to Aid and Affift
the Memory ; this puts every Link in its proper place,
and where the mind takes hold of one link, by ne-
ceflary Connection, it _hauls over the whole Chain
of Duty ; Now what Is more Methedical thancour

v/ 6e
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Catechifin?  Thar t elpecially which is come forth
under the Naime and Approbation of the A[fembly of
Divines ; There we have an Admirable Harmony be-
tween all the parts, each Head of Divinity being pla-
ced in its order and proper Station ; fo that’tis
Colle&ion of Divine Principles, not only Comgplear,
but Methodical, and confequently Excellent.  But
let none miftake me, and, trom hence take occafion
to depreciate the Rible, as an Immethodical Book,
that muft be Re&ifyed by Humane Pens. The B:-
ble, refpeing the great End, and the {everal times
of its Publicaiion, is truly Excellent, full of Order,
and in the beft Method ; tho’ with refpe@ to the
Particlar End of a Child’s Inftrucion, a Catechifw,
colleéted from the Bible, is preferable to it.  Or, to
exprefs my felf more clearly, Thofe particular Parts
of facred Writing, which are auapted to the Capaci-
ty of Children, are better reprefented by themfelves,
than interfperfed with others; for which Reafon,
fuch eminent Hands attempted the Work.

(5.) "Tis fuited in Expreffion, to the Capacity of
Youth. |

Here are no Scholaftick Terms, as in many other
Writings ; but the Language ealy and familiar, and
Scripture-Style ; where it has run too high, explained,
and accommodated, to the weaker Judgment of Chil-
dren ; eafy, but not mean.

(4.) ’Tis a Method, that will provoke them to learn.

An excellent Way of trying their Genius, and na-
tural Ambition ; as they are apt to affect a Prehemi-
nence in every thing, {o they can’t affe@ it too much
in this. Anrd if they have any of this Spirit, they
will ftrive to excel. When they ftand to be Cate-
chifed, before a publick, and grave Audience ; they

——-I:—_,__.__“

1 This will let the World fee that I know how to value an
excellent Piece of Chriftian Divinity, tho'  cannot allow
that it fhould be impofed.

C2 wilt
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will blufh to be outftript, and that will be a conftant
Spur to theirDiligence at Home ; as it fhould likewife to
their Parents, whofe Credit and Repurtation ( to fay
nothing of Duty ) is equally concerned.

(5.) Experiesce hath fealed, and told us, the Ex-
cellency of it.

. I could mention a Place, were it proper, frommy own

¥crfonalKnowledge,wherc the veryYouth excel, even
ome of the Aged, in other Parts, for their greatProfici-
ency in theKnowledge of Chriftian Principles,and #4ss
very much owing to the Care of godly Parents, and
Minifters ; who gave Careckifing the Precedence, in
their Methods of Inftruction.  And may we not im-
pute, much of that Ignorance, in Marters of Faith,
and that Impiety, in points of Pra&ice, which are
found among the Youth of t4is Province, to the
want of this Exercife # Nothing more certain --- Ca-
techifing has been negle@ed ; and every obfervant
Fye fees, how fatal the Effe@ of fuch a Negligence
has been, which will continue till the Caufe be re-
moved.

Thefe five Particulars, do very much recommend
te us, the Ufe of Catecherical Inftru&ion, and fuper-
fedes the Neceflity, of exhorting Parents, to the Im-
provement of it : You have my Tho’ts upon the Ex-
fedicncy of the Thing, and my propofal for the pub-
ick Practice of it. I hope, no trifling Excafes will
prevail againft the Ufe of a thing, fo reafonable,
excellent, and important.

But to return, we fhould,

vo. Teach our Children Continuedly.

I mean, We fhould inftruét them,not only in their
Youth, but after they come to Years of Maturity ;
while they continue under our immediate Care, and
wing of Prote&ion, and Influence. There is Variety
‘enough of good Leflons to teach them; when they
have outgrown one kind of Inftruction, the next,
that is proper, muft fucceed ; ’till they be furnithed
with the matgrials of Knowledgs, for a civil, but

more
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more efpecially a religious Lifz : Nor muft we think
them without the Line of Inftru&ion, when gone
from our Roof. We are even then concerned, to im-
prove all Opportunities, for the Edification of our
Children : The Relation we fuftain to them, conti-
nues, and the Duty of it muft be of the fame extent.
Not only fo; but, if Inftruction in its Time and
Place, be not continued, ’eis like to fail in its firfk
Defign : For Children, advancing in Years, and en-
tring upon frefh Scenes of Bufinefs or Pleafure, run
into new Temptations, and - require fomething to
guard againft their Infecion; and what muft that
be, but old Inttitutions revived, and enforced with
new opes ? ‘Thefe with God’s Blefling may fortify
their Vertue, awaken them to a Senfe of their Duty,
and give a new Life and Power to the good Princi-

ples, they had imbibed in Youth.
11. We thould teach them, as having Authority.
Men in fome Relations and Capacities, have, and
ought to Exercife Authority over others. Magifirares
are Vefted with a Csvil Power over their Subje@s;
Minifters with Erclefiafiseal Power over their Hear-
ers ; but in both, the Power is limited, and fubordi-
nate to the Supream Power of - God ; whofe Word,
and Law, muft always have the fir/? influence uvpon
all men’s Obedience. So Parer, not withour foms
heat and fpirit, told the Rulers bf the People,and the
Elders of Ifrael, Als 4. 19. Whether it ge right, in
the fight of God, to hearken tnto you, more than
unto God, judge ye. Chrift ‘has taught us, to call
ho man Mafter upon Earth. No man, in the fame
fuperlative fenfe, that we -call our Miker o2 The
Do&rine of Unliinited Pafive Obedience is but a
Chimera, and fubverted by the very Text, on ‘which
they have pretended to found it, as I conld eafily
demonftrate, were it my prefent Province. Such an
Obedience we owe to God, but not to man. Nor
et arc we free from theGovernment,and!Reftraint of
aw,& Law-givers ; forthey are the Ordinances Olf'l Gos
ims
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Himfelf. Both Magifirates and Minifters, have a Pozw-
er tho’ of a different ftamp and nature. The one o-
ver a ‘People, the other over a Church. So have Pa-
rents over their Children : God has Conferr’d it
on upon them ; Nature fhews the Juftice, and ne-
ceflity of it ; and Unnatural are thofe Children,that
in Princiﬁle, or Praltice, deny it; and this Power
and Authority of Parents muft be Exescifed in the
Infiruttion of their Children. Gen. 18. 19. I know A-
brabam, that He will Command his Children,and they
fhall keep the way of the Lord, that the Lord may
bring upon Abrabam, that which He hath fpcken of
Him. And’tis Jofbua’s Refolution; As for me and
my houfe, we will ferve the Lord. He could not
promife for his Houfe, any further than the extent,
and influence of his Authority. In the fame Autho-
ritative Form and Style, King Sclomon repeats his Fa-
ther’s Charge, ‘Prov.4.5. I was my Fathers Son ; he
taught me alfo, and (aid unto me, Let thine heart
retain my words : keep my Commandments, & Live,
And theApoftle puts honour and obedience,as the two
Capital points o{P a Child’s Duty, Eph.6. 1. Children
obey your Parents in the Lord, for this is right : Honour
thy Father &Mother : NowObediencein theChild im-
plies Authority. in the Parent, and it evidently ap.
pears,that Parents havea general Authority over their
Children, and that a part of that general Authority,
ought to be particularly exerted, in their Dftrultion,
- But, becaufe the juft Limits of this Authority are
not foclear, as I could wifh, and fome have ftretch-
ed it beyond its Bounds, while others have let it
fink too low: I fhall endeavour to adjuft it, and
fhew wherein it confifts, and how far it may be ex-
ercifed. |

1. Neg. It is not an Authority over the Confiience.

Liberty of Confcience is the common Privilege of
rational Beings, a Prerogative efpecially of Chrifi’s
Subjeéts ; and, if our Children purfue the Dictatss

of their own Conlfciences, when arrived to a Capa-
ciLy
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city of choofing for themfelves, we dare not reftrain
their Liberty, by any Threats or Severitics whatever,
even when they run into Principles, that are in our
Apprehenflon, no way Right. —- Thus, if the Child
olPa precife Ds(fenter, is perfwaded in his Mind, that
his Parent's Opinion and Profeflion is not good, and
fhall thereupon frequent the Eftallifhed Churck, the
Parent has no Power to reftrain him ; and the Cafe
is Parallel, if the Child of a rigid Cenformift fhall
come over to us, upon a Perfwafion of Mind, that our
Mode of Worthip is moft agreeable to the revealed
Will of God : in both Inftances, the Children are at
Liberty, and their Parents very Criminal, if they at-
tempt to bind thofe, whom Chriff has made free.
Parents indeed may argue, and debate the Cafe with
their Children, and if they fucceed well ; ifnot, Con-
fcience mutt ftill be their Guide ; for if the Autho-
rity of Parents, fhould reach the Confciences of Chil-
dren, they muft live, and a& by implicit Faith, and
make Ignorance the Mother of Devotion; and as
every one of us muft give Account to God for him-
{elf, nothing can be more reafonable, than that we
fhould fee with our ows Eyes, and make our own
Choice.

2. Yet, there are feveral things, in which the Au-
thority of Parents, may and ought to be exercifed. .
Ch( Ild) A Parent may conftrain the Diligence of his

ild. :

If he be remifs and flothful, often abfenting from
the ftated times of Inftru&ion, or carelefly attend-
ing, and foon forgetting, fuch Negligence not only
juttifies, but requires, the Exercife of the Parents Au-
thority, and he is culpable, if he negle@ to ufe it :
Diveft a Parent of Authority &ere, and all Inftruction
immediately comes to an End.

(2.) A Parent may reftrain his Child from any
vicsous Pradtice.

If he obferve him addi@ed to any particular Sin,
o5 aflociating with evil Company, fpending his Timg
b and
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and Reafon at Taverns, or prophaning the Name of
Cod, and defying his Vengeance, in Imprecations,
Oaths and Blafphemics, with other Sins ¢f the fame,
or lefler Agaravation, he ought to reftrain him ; he
might firft make an Experiment upon his Reafon,
and ufe milder Counfels and Admonitions, but if
thefe fail, he muft difcover his Aurboriry, in fome
Methods of Severity; Indulgence bere, would be a
Crime, and make him a partaker of thofe Sins, which
his Authority might prevent or punith. Beware
therefore of El’s Sin: Say not, when you hear the
Vices of your Children ; Why do you fo 2 Nay my
Sons, for tis no good Report that T hear : Such Lan-
guage is too {oft. Beware how you adminifter fpuri-
ous Reproofs unto Sons; of refling in a wverdal,
when the Sin deferves a corporal Punifhment, left
your Indulgence have the fame Iflue in your Chil-
dren, which El’s had in his, Who hearkned not to
the Voice of their Father, becaufe the Lord would
flay them, — An Expretlion full of Terror, to Pa.
rent, anid Child. God will flay thofe Children, who
refufe Submiffion tothe juft Authority of their Pa-
reats, Prov. s0. 17. T..e Eye that mocketh at bis Fa-
ther, and defpifeth to obey his Mother, tie ravens of
the Valley fmlt pick st owe, and the young Eagles fall
eal it. -—- Let Children remember this, and Parents
semember, that they have this Authority, and, that
their Inftru®ion requires it thould be, this Way,
exescifed ; it being to little purgofe to have good
Principles implanted, ,if they be choaked with the
Weeds of Vige.

(3.} A Parent may oblige his Child wnder years of
Choice and Dilcretion, to go with him in the {ame
Profeffion and Mode of Worthip.

Till Childicn are capable of choofing for them-
felves, Parents are the moft proper perfons to do it
for them, in things of a civil, and much more, of a
religious Nature ; in fuch Circumftances, a Diflenter

may compel bis Son or Daughter to attend the M:;tg-
"
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ing, and a Conformift 4és to frequent the Church ;
Confcience is not affe@ed, one way or the other,
without fome degree of Tho’t and Reafon in Chii-
dren to form a Judgment, and to fix their Principlese
They rather follow their own Fancy, and whims,
than any rational Dictates, more tempted by the
Pomp, and Magnificence of the Structure, than by the
Divinity of the Service. That is the beft Church
with them, where their Eyes are fed with the moft
dazling Obje&s ; and not that, where the Ordinan-
ces of Chrift are pureft and moft fpiritual : Parents
are Jere concerned to exert their Authority, and muft
carry their Children to that Place of Worthip, which
zhey apprehend to be beft ; and, as they become fuf-
ceptive of Inftruion, give them their Reafons for it ;
But, if they appear infufficient, then (asI faid before)
the Authority of the Parent reaches no farther :
And, fo you zave the Limits of parental Authority
fixed, fee that you obferve them ; opprels not the
Conlicience of your Children ; but conftrain their
Diligence ; break their Obitinacy ; keep them from
vicious Company ; and, while under Years, make
them join with you in your Profeflion.

12. Wefhould Pray as well as teach.

If Prayer be not fo ftri¢tly a Pare of Inftru&ion,
%tis furely of excellent ufe to accompany, follow, and
fucceed it.

(1.) ’Tis a kind of Jiving Toftru&ion.

When Death has put an End to all other parts of
Inftru&ion, Prayer yet lives in the Memory, and
Efteem of God,and may be anfwered,when the Tongues
that uttered them are filent in the Duft.

Ggi 2.) Prayer afcribes ti:e Glory of Inftruction to
od. |

~ We acknowledge, that all our Inftru&ions are no-

thing without him, and depend upon his Bleffing,

and rhereby place the Glory of them, where it ought

D .. (s)

to lie,
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(3.) It teftifies the Regard, which we have for the
Succefs of Inftru@ion.

Let a Parent pretend what he will ; let him boaft
of his Affe&ion, and Care to the higheft Degree ;
tis all pretence, unlefs he pray for his Children :
But, if we not only teach them moral and divine Lef-
fons, but go to the Throne of Grace, and carry them
to Chrift, it will demonftrate that we have a juft Re-
gard for their Souls, and know, the Value, and Im-
portance, of pious and fuccefsful Inftruétion

(4.) The Children of our Prayers are ufually the
beft of Children, the beft in their own Choice, and
Intereft; the beft of Comforts to us, their Parents;
the beft Helps to Religion; and the greateft Bleffing,
and Ornament of civil Societies, and political Bodies.

When Solemon was 1aounting the Throne of Ifrael,
PLavid prays ; Give unto Sclomon my Sow, a perfelt
Heart. And he received a gracious Anfwer ; for So-
bomon was the moft accomplifh’d of Kings, and the
Fame of his Wifdem fpread even to Sheba ; and very
eminent he was in his Service of the Temple.

(5.) The Obje® of Prayer is the Autbor of Inftruc-
tion. |

None can teach like him, or without him ; neither
Minifters, nor Parents, neither the excellent Truths
they teach, nor the good Application of them, can at-
tain their End, without God, and efpecially, where
the Matter of Inftruction is {piritual.

(6.) God is as ready to kear cur Prayers as we are
to make tHem.

If the affection of a Parent, moves him to ask fuch
a Blefling as this of Inftru&ion for his Child ; He,that
is the Hearer of Prayer, will grant the Petition: This
we faw inthe inttance of Solomon ; and is further war-
ranted by Chrift, who has allowed us to argue the
natural goodnefs of our Heavendy Farber, from thofe
propenfions to Pity, and Love, which he has im-
planted in the Hearts of Earrzly Parents. If we,
that are Evil, kaow how to give good giits to our
' - o Children ; i

-
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Children ; if we give them not ftones for bread,
nor a ferpent when they ask a fith ; how much
mere fhalf our heavenly Father give his holy Spirit,
to them that ask it ? --- Since there is none good but
one, that is, God --- who has pafled by, and proclaim-
ed his Name, the Lord, the Lord God, gracious and
merciful, and abundant in Goodnels.

{( 7) Your Pious Children will put the firff Value
upon your Prayers, and Efteen it the beft of all your
Methods of inftru®ing.

That Excellent Man of God, Mr. Yobn Flavel, has
publickly declared to the World, that he prefers the
‘Prayzis of a Pious Father, laid up in Heaven
for him, to the richeft ZInberitance upon Earth.
And if by vour Prayers you can form fuch a
Spirit in any of your Children, they will put the
fame value upon them ; you can’t oblige them more;
nor awaken their Cratitude, nor leave a {weeter
Msmorial of your Parental Affe@ion, than your con-
ftant and fervent ‘Prayers.

Thefe Seven Particulars fpeak the Excellency of
inflru&ing by Prayer; the laft of the principal and
moft important Heads in the Method oglnﬁru&ion.
Let Parents make them a Standard, to meafure their
paft Condu®, and to regulate their future. Exa-
amine then, every Parent, your felves, and do it, un-
der the fenfe and influence of that Day, when God
fhall judge the Secrets of Men. Have you indecd
followed theieMethods of Inftru&ion? Have you beea
ditigent in the Duty ? have you made a bafivefs of it,
and givenattendance to it ? Kave you dene it frequent-
ly? Didyou inculcate and prefs the famethings ? Have
you not done it with relu®ancy, and efteemed it
Your Burden ? Have you taught them with love and
affe€tion ? Have you done it feafonably ; oblerv’d the
flated Times of Inftruction, and improv’d the Occa-
Siona) * Have you taught them difcretionally ; with a
juft Regard to their various Tempers, Years and Ca-
‘pacities ¢ Have you taught them by Exampls 2 Was

D there
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there any good Agreement between your Condu&
and Counfels? were the Precepts of your Lips Exem-
plified in your Lives? Do you inftru&t with Puri-
ence ? and wait upon their Capacity and Genius ? or
do vyou haftily give over the Matter ?  Are
vou concerned for the Swccefs of your Inftructions 2
Do you teach them in conformity to Cufions and De-
cency only, or from Diviner Principles,and more Re-
ligious Motives ? Do you wifly, wait, and expe& a
good iffue > Have none of you negleéed that Ex-
cellent Methed of Inftructing by Carechifms 2 Doth
not your Childrens abfolute ignorance, or their ve-
ry fmall Proficiency, teftify againft you,that you have
been negligent of their Souls, and carelefs of their
Improvements ? Are not fome of your Houfes, to
this day deftitute of Carechifins, while they lie by
negleé&ed, and gather Duft in others ? --- Have you
comrinued your Inftruétions 2 Can you fay, you have
embraced all Opportunities, to inform the Minds,and
to influence the Praétice of them that are gone from
your Roof ? --- Have you taught them with Autho-
7iry, exercifed to its juft extent, and moving in its
proper Sphere 2 Once more ; Did God ever hear
you ‘Praying for your Children, for their growth in
Knowledge, and Advancement in Grace and Vertue ?
Have you asked his Bleiling, and asked as often as
you ought ? Search and {ee, what anfwer can Conlci-
ence draw up ‘*r thefe weighty Demands ? Say
not, they concc  my Neighbour, not me : That’s
the Devil’s In. aation. Remember they concern
you all' ; and I propofe them to you all, without any
Exception, or refpeét of Perfons, and require your
ferious Tho’ts upon them, as you fhall anfwer that
God, whof: Meflage I have now delivered and leave
with you. S |
Having thus confidered the Muzter and Methods of
IPz;i}ruftioxf,*, I pafs, I

3. Fo
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s. To confider, the Rcafons of the Duty, why we
fhould fo inftru&t our Children, which I fhall anfwer
under the following Heads.

1. We are under Narurali Obligations.

If Scripture were filent, Nature would {peak. Birds
and Beaﬁs reprove thole usnatural ‘Parents, that neg-
le& the Souls of their Children, and let them die by
a Famine of Inftruétion. The Law of Nature obliges
to the Duty, Reafon will tell us, without Revelation,
that Parents thould be the Inftruments of their Chil-
drens Education, as they have been of thelr Birtk
and Being. And, as natural Juftice odliges, {o the
Propenfirses of Nature lead to it ; --- all Creatures, al-
moft exprefs their Afleiion, in their way, to their
Offspring, as is manifeft from their anxious Care, and
Sollicitude, to nourith an:! preferve them from the In-
{ults of all foreign Invaiicns, ready to facrifice their
Lives, for the fecurity of their Young.  Such as thefe,
Parents, fhall be your fudges, it you negleé to cul-
tivate the diviner Part of your Children; you at

once violate the Law, and thwart the Inclinations .

of Nature ; Can you bear {uch a Tho't and Refleti-
on ? Are you indeed degenerated to this? Divefted
of all Humanity ! and your Mature funk below the
Brural * Will your Paflion fit quiet under this?
Have you no Spark of Ambition, to kindle into Dili-
gence ? Lither inftrut your Children, or lay down
the Name of “Parenmts, a Title and Charaéter you
have no Right to: When I call you Parents, me-
thinks, that Epithet carries an Argument with it.

2. We are under, not only natural, but Scréiptaral
Obligations.

This Bond is facred and inviolable, and will leave
us more criminal than Heathens : They are unac-
Euainted with fuch a Motive, they have only the
Law of Nature infcribed on their Confciences, but ad-
ditional to that, we have the written Law, in our
Bibles ; God’s preceptive Will in his Word ; there
He (olemuly coimmands you, Parents, to inftruc your

Children,
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Children, to train them up in the Way, the Nurture
and Admonition of the Lord, to teach them, when
you walk, and when you fit, when you lie down,
and when you rife up ---- What fay you to thefe
Commands ? Are they worthy your Regard, or not ?
Who is it that commands this, God or Man ? God
verily Himlelf, by the Mouth of Man; the living God,
in whofe Hand is your Life, and the Life of yours.
The One Lawgiver and Judge, who is able to fave
and to deftroy, and who has laid his Truth at Stake,
that he will tear them to pieces that forget him 2
And dare you forget him? Dare you trample on
thofe Precepts, which fo often meet you in yourBibles?
Are you become unnatural to your Children, and
rebellious too to your God ? Or, Are you thofe Fools,
who fay, there is no God ? If fo, Why come you
here to worfhip him? Or think you, thefe are not
bis Precepts ? Or that he is altogether fuch a One
as your felves? That he is as inobfervant of you, as
you are of him ? He ‘that forired the Eye, fhall he
not fee ? And he that formed the Ear, fhall he not
hear ? Doth not he that pondereth the Heart conli-
der it ; and he that keepeth thy Soul, doth not he
know it ? What can you plead then, to defend or

extenuate your Crime ? |
3. You are under Baprifmal Obligations. o
If any of your Children were denyed Baptifm, you
would be apt to refent it ; but do you remembet,
what you have engaged for them, in that Ordinance ?
You there renew the Covenant for your felves, and
promife for your Children, That as far as your Endea-
vours can effect it, they fhall be a holy Seed, well
principled and difpofed --- that as you bring them
under the JSeal, fo you will teach them the Adeanmsng,
and prefs upon them the Obfervance of God’s Cove-
nant ; this yoa do in Baptilm, and can’c recede from
it, without prophaning God’s Covenant, breaking
your folemn: Vows, renouncing your Profeffion, yez,
and relapfing into Heathenifm. And can you Pea:r
ucik

-’
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fuch Reproach ? Or, can you for the future bring
your Children to Baptifm ? and vour felves under
freth Engagements, when you have dealt falfly in
God’s Covenant already ? You may tremble in the
prefentation of your Child : —- God may juftly curle
the Parent, and deny a Blefling to the prefented
Child, becaufe the reft are fo negle@ted. Andis a
Curfe, the Curfe of God, {o light and trivial ! Befides,
you ought to remember, that this Obligation of
yours is voluntary ; you take it upon your felves,
and are therefore the more criminal, if you flight it :
You are like that Son in the Gofpel, who faid, I go
Sir, but went not: You feem to promife, only to
compiement the Almighty, without any Intention of
performing your Vows ; you pretend a great Vene-
ration for his Ordinance, but tﬁc Obligarions of it are
forgotten, as foon as Baptifm is over. Your Children
grow in Stature, more than in Wifdom ; this is an
Argument to Demonftration, that your higheft Mo-
tives to the Duty, are Cuftom and Decency: You
think you muft not let your Children go wusmbaptifed ;
therefore, you will give God the lie to his Face, and
make ftrong the Bands of Death upon your Souls.
You are willing, in a Word, that your Children
fhould have the Name of Chiriftsans, while you your
felves live the Life of Hearkens. I have the longer
infifted here to rectify the miftaken Notions, fome
have of Baprifm, to thew its Selemnity and the {pe-
.cigl: Alpe& it cafts upon the Inftruction of its Sub-
jeéts.

4. You may learn your Obligations, trom the
great Palue, God and Chrift have for the Souls of
your Children,

456a {pared not his own Son ; nor did Chrift think
his own Life too much, to lay down for them ; they
were not redeemed with corruptible Things, fuch as
levg.r and Gold, but with the precious Blood of
Chriff. 'The Redemption of their Souls was precious;
the price of Blood, not the Blood of Bulls, or of Gogts,

ut
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but of Chrift, the eternal Son of God, who has loved
us, and wafthed us from our Sins in his ows Blood, at
this Expence, muft the Soul of every Child be re-
deemed and faved ; and fhall Parents take no Care
to tell them of it ? Muft Chrift bleed and dse, and
will you not think it worth your Labour to infirati
them ? Shall I not call upon the Heavens, to blufh
at your Ingratitude to God and Chrift ; your Cruelty
to your Children, and your blind efteem of immor-
tal Souls !

s. You fhould remember, that your Children be-
long to God.

He is their original Father ; they are the Work-
manthip of his Hands, ‘Pfalm 129. 15. My Subftance
was not hid from thee, when I was made in fecret ;
thine Eyes did fee my Subftance, yet being unperfe&,
and in thy Book,all my Members were written, which
in continuance were fathioned, when as yet there
were none of them. %0b 10. 8. Thine Hands have
made me, and fathioned me together, round about,
Thou haft clothed me with Fleth and Skin, and
fenced me with Bones and Sinews. ---- Thus is the
Formation of the firft Embrio, and imperfect Body,
the Work of God; and whole are their Souls but
kis, who gives Life and Breath unto all, and whofe
Vifitation preferves their Spirits in Life ? And if your
Children thus belong to God, it his Propriety in
them, be fo Clear and Juft, why don’t you devote
them to his Service, and teach them diligently what
he requires of them. Hannab did fo by her Sawutl,
For this Child I prayed ; and the Lord hath given
me my Petition, therefore alfo, I have lerit him to
the Lord, as long as he liveth, he fhall be leat unto
the Lord. O that there were fuch an Heart in you!
Such a Spirit of Piety, Gratitude, and Juftice ! Give
{:océ his own: Let all your Children be holy to the

ord.

6. You have Cirif’s Example before you, He
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He taught in the Days of his Flefh, with unwea-
ried Diligence, and raifed Aff-&ion ; {lipt no Oppor-
tunity: but rather than want, would improve the
moft diftant Hints, ang make Occafions to inftruct :
Witnefs hisConference with the Woman of Samaria,
when he was feeking Reft at facod’s Well. And is
not thisName called upon you? Have younoValue for
the Name of Chriftians ¢ Do you not fay that ve are
Chriff’s ? See then, that you walk as he alfo waiked;
Imitate his Zeal and Piety, Cencern and Diligence -
Let nothing excufe the religious Education of your
Children : Chrift has left you an Example, that you
thould follow his Steps.

And fo,

7. Have many Chriftians, that have gone before
'ou.

‘ Thefe things are written of them for your learn-
ing. - Holy David the’ a King, tho’t it no Conde-
fcenfion to inftru® Sclomon, nor be his ; witnefs the
Book of Proverbs, where he teaches Youth the pre-
vailing Power of Temptation ; the curfed End of Sin,
and the true Excellency of thofe, who walk in the
Paths of Vertue, --- giving the teftof Rules to walk
by, and the ftrongeft Motives to influcacs rheir Prac-
tice. Aorabam alfo commanded his Heule to keep
the Way of the Lord; and you remember, it was
Sobucz’s Choice and Refolution, :¢ ferve God with
his Houle ; the fame thiug, that forms the Chara&er
of a devout Corsclius 3 and thoufands, fince their
Time, have {pent muech upan their Children, to mike
them ferve the God of their Fathere and to leave
them fernifhed with Ability. to tarlaic rheir picus
Inttitutions to the Children 1hat theald be born, and
arife afier them. --- What {ay vou, Parents, to this
Cloud of Witnefles, whole Lives and Characters be-
{eech you, 10 commiferate the Cafe of your tender
Offspring, and are ready to charge their Blood upon
your Head ? You will call your {clves Chriftians, as
well as they; {ee that %pu 35 muca acorn that Name

! and
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and Profeffion. From fuch Examples you learn, that
fuch a Duty is pracicable, and nothing unreafonable
impofed upon you, and, from the Reputation, which
Parents have acquired, and the Ette@s, that Children
have difcovered, you may fze the Worth and Excel-
lency of it. What can you fay now ? Are not vour
Children as dear to you, as theirs to them ? Potfibly
you diflike the Queftion; the very Suppofition may
ruffle vour Temper ; but if they be, take the fame
Care of them, thew the fame Concern for them, that
the World may believe you.
8. You may read your Obligations, in the Excel-
lency of the Liurl’s, which you ought to teach them.
What Nation fo great, that hath Statutes and judg-
ments {c Righteous, as all this Law, which I {et be-
fore you, this Day. --- The Law of the Lord is perfeé,
converting the Soul. The Teftimony of the Lord is
fure, making wife the Simple : The Statutes of the
Lord are right, rejoycing the Heart : The Command-
ment of the Lord is pure, enlightning the Eyes: The
Judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous alto-
gether ; more to be defired, than fine Gold, fweeter
alfo than Honey, and the Honey-Comb : And in keep-
ing of them there is great Reward. ---- Where will
you find any Aumane Writings, that can with fuch
Juftice, lay Claim to thefe Charalters 2 Writings,
that fo much improves the Underftanding, with the
Knowledge of Divine OLjells, and [piritual Myfteries?
That make fuch bright Difcoveries of God, in his
Eflence and Perfe&ions ? Or fo clearly exhibit Chrift,
in the Glories of his Grace, or fo plainly prefcribe
the Duty of A, and how he thould perform it ?
Writings, that offer fuch Motives to the Wsll,and that
ftrike the Paffions fo ftrong, as thefe, where Rewards
andPenalticsare all infinite?Or to which of tiie celebra-
ted Heathens will you turn, tofind fuch finithedLellons
of Morality, as you read in the holy Scripture, which
ives the beft Rules for a Civil,Social, and ( which 15

the glory of all Writings ) a Divine Life,.-- fo excel-

lznt,

—.
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lent, that Afgfes and the Pfzlmift are free from the
Charge of Hvperbole, in every part of their Charaét-
er. And can Parents withftand this alfo 7 Can you
refift fuch divine Charms, and forbear to teach your
Children, what carries {o much of God, and his lmage
upon it 2 Are you fo Cruel to your Children as this,
to withhold from their Eyes, that Light which blefl-
ed are they that fee ? The divineft and cleareft Lighe
that ever arofe upon them, that fat in Darknels 2
Can you forbear to teach them Precepts that carry a
Reward in the Obfervance of them, and the Profpeét
of a future Crown in Referve ! :
9- You take more pains for them in Jeffer Regards.
Your Care commences with their Birth : Your Af-
fections centre in the Bale; and this commands vour
Care for it’s life, growth, and comfort ; and when
come to years of Maturity, how do you labour and
toil to provide for them | To raife their Repute ;
to difpofe of them in Marriage,to the beft Advantage,
and to leave them in clear and goodCircumftances,in a
decent way of Living, after your Death | .- This
care is obvious in all, but unnatural Parents; and, if
not too exceflive, commendable in you : But why
fhould your Duty be your Judge, and reprove your
Conduct in higher re&)e&s > Why muft their perifh-
ing Bodies, engrofs all yourThe'ts, and Diligence,and
their Souls be whelly negle&ted 2 Why muft Time,
have all, and Eternity none of vour Care ? If for
want of inftruction, they go to the place of Tor-
ment, will they thank you for their Riches, Repute,
and Honour ? Will any of thefe things profit them in
the day of Death, or jyudgmenr, and Wrath ? s it
not better, to beg their Crumbs here, .and lie in A4-
braben’s Bofom hereafter ; than fare {umptuoutly e-
very day on Earth, and be denied a drop of Water
in Mol 2 What fay you to this ? Is it not a terrible
tho’t to Nature ? How ftrangely inconfiftent do you
act ? Can you pretend to the Bowels of Parents ?
Have you any Concern upon your Hearts for your
« E : | Children 2
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Children ? Where isit ? Is this your Love,to ftarve,
and AMuider their Souls? Will you provide them a
Living here, and not carz if they 2wy hereafrer 2

1~. It Oualifics your Children for Converfation,
and makes them agreatie to all grod Company.

A Man of Senfe, and Morals, gains Repute and
Efteem, without feeking it : His Perforinances, and
Abilities, are applauded : His Company courted : and
hisSpeech fuch,as minitterstirace to theHearers. Thefe
Advantages your Children lofe, if you are notcareful
to teach them betimes: for now canthey intrude them-
felvesintoaSociety,unprovidedwith materialsof know--
Tedge and difcourie ? A Society,that takes noNotice of
them, becauie they reap no Benefit from them ? And
what’s the confequence of this 2 If a good Society
reject me, I mutt go to another ; aflociate with thofe,
that have no Vertue or Knowledge, to place them
above me; thofe, with whom I may ftand, and con-
verfe, upon a parr, without thame or fear : There’s
the Confequence.- If your Children run into Cein-
pany, that is pernicious to them, and difpleafing to
- you, the fault perhaps is nearer home, than you are
-~ willing to think. ’Tis becaule they were not fooner
fitted for better: And is not this to your thame? If
you had left all {enfe of Religion, and Piety, and the
Eternal World, yet, methinks your Ambition thould
reed no motive to qualify your Children for this ; to
maxe them look,and live,and fpeak,like otherPeople.

1r. It will inake your Children an Homour and
Comfort to you.

Prov. 10. 1. A 2ife Son maketh a glad Father, but
a.fockifh Son is the Heavinefs of his Muther. To have

hildren furnithed with Wifdom, is a Mark of God’s
Favour, and 2 Gift from the Father of Lights : ’Tis
often honoured among Men, and confidered as the
Fruit of their Parents Care and Diligence ; and for
Comfort, what greater Joy can you have, than to fee
vour Children walk inthe Truth / --- What confi-
derate Pareat can sefrain fran Tears, to fee apy that

| are



to intrull ther Cirtveres. 33

sre under his immediate Care, and that ftand in the
Relation of Sums, deviating from the Patins ot Vertue,
Morality, ard Religion, 1o Purfuit of thzir own De.
ftru@ion ; eipecially, if this happens thro’ his own
criminal Nezle@, when, it tiken i Tanz, their
Hearts and Lives might have been better form’d,
and their Heads better farnithed : And an eqral Plea-
fure muft the Review attoord him, if he has dilcharg’4
the ‘Parens’s Duty, with Succels, when his Children
receive his Inftitutions, with Deligiit, and have im-
proved them to Advantage. And now let me ask,
if this be not an Argument to educate vour Children?
If you have no Regard tor them, ver have Regard for
your felves. Confult your own Credit,Reputation and
Comfort. :

1:. Children well inftruéted, are the Hopes of fu.
rure Times, both in a civil and religious Regard.

1. In a civsil Regard.

Governments are never more happy, than where
the Fountains of Knowledgs ftand open ; and when
they can fill the Pofts of Honour with Sons of their
ownPrinciples & Education : For wantof this,Strangers -
often come in upon them, & overmatch them,with Arts
bf Deceit and Flattery; which thould be aSpur to every
Parent, to give his Children the beft Education he
can, and to lay a Foundation for a conftant Succeflion
of accomplifh’d Perfons in the Srare. Thisis to con-
fule the Prblick, in the beft Senfe, and to approve
himfelf a Friend and Fatber of his Country. |

2. The Inftruction of Youth is of the fame Confe-
quence in a religious Regard.

Our Churches, under Chrift, are built on this Rock,
viz. A Number of religious Youth, well inftructed,
and trained: Thefe are our Hopes, our Eyes are fix-
ed upon them; great therefore is the Confequence of
their Inftruétion.

The Aged, zealous and pious as they are, cannot
ferve always : The Graves are ready for them : And
what Deftru@tion will their Death prefage, to the

Church
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Church of God, unlefs the Zvurh inherit their Grace,
and Spirit, as they Rife, and ftand in their Room !
"Tis fucha fuccethon,underGod,thathas preferved Re-
Ligion in all Ages. What had become of the Schoo! of
the Prophets when their Mafter was taken from their
Head, had not Flifha taken his Mantle, and with i,
a double Portion of his Spirit > Or how had Ifrael en-
tered into Canaar, if Jofbua had not led them, when
Alfes was Dead ? The fame Method muft ftill be ob-
ferved ; if our aged pious Fathers leave us, we muft
fix our Eyes upon our young Elifha’s, Here is this
Church in particular, that ftands upon this Bottom ;
our Aged. are few, but our rifing Pofterity is nume-
rous, and promifz an unfpeakable Bleffing, if trained
up, in the Way they fhould go . Let all Parents,
who pretend any Concern for Religion, in general,
and- for this Church, in particular, be zealous and di-
ligent, to form the fame Spirit in all their Children.
Some of you ( I fpeak it to your Honour ) have ex-
prefs’d your Zeai, for the Support of Chrift’s Intereft
among us, even bevond your Atility ; but let me
tell you, that all your pious Wifthes, and Labour, is
loft, if this cne important Thing, the Inftruct-
ien of your Children, be omitted. And can you
digeft this ? Can you think with Patience of a Time,
when this Pulpit fhall be filent? And the Sabbath
filent 2 And your Children without the Bread of Life ?
Vicious and prophane ? Living as without GGod in the
World, Aliens to the Common-Wealth of Ifrael, and
Strangers to the Covenant of Promife ? What a mov-
ing Tho’t is it to a ‘Parental, and much morefo toa
Chrifiian Spinit : Efpecially, feeing,

13. The Glory of God is concerned in it,

"This is a dire& Confequence from the formerHead ;
the Intereft of the Church, and the Glory of God,be-
ing clofely connected : for (od can be glorifyed,in no
other, than a declararive fenfe,by the acts of Devotion,
that are proper to Keligion, and fpiritually perform-

ed in his Churches. Now, the end, and excellcm:g;



zo suflincl their CHILDREN, 35

of our rational Powers, is to glorify God : This
fhould be our ftudy, aim, and endeavour ; and Wil
dom will ditate the beft Methods to attain it : But
where is our duty as to the End, or our wifdom in
the choice of Afeans, if we negle@ to inflru& our
Children? to improve their Parts, and to fanctify
their Improvements ?  If this be wanting, God will
go without the glory of his Grace, objectively on

them, and a&ively from them.

12. Their Salvation is concerned in it.

>Tis at the expence of their Souls, not to inftruct
them: °Tis ic kill the better Part, with the worlt of
famine. Their Souls ftarve, if they cannot drink in
the fincereMilk of theWord. Some degree of know-
ledge in the Principles of Faith, is fundamental to
their happinefs ; for there is no other Name given un-
der Heaven, among Men, by which they can be faved,
but the Name of /s : And how fhall they belicve
on Him,of whom they have not heard ? and how fhall
they hear without a Teacher ? “Suppofing them
mafters of their Mother-tongue, in the reading part,
your afliftance may be neceflary to inftru& them in
what they read ; for how can they underftand the
great Truths of the Golpel, except {ome one teach
them 2 Or, if fufficiently verfed in the Do&rine of
Chrift, your Counlels have a natural tendency,to make
them obferve his Precepts, and imitate his Life ; a
thing indifpenfably neceflary, to fecure their Salva-
tion. What a perlwafive is this | 1f this will not
prevail, what will 2 VWhat can Parents more regard
than their own Childiren ? the Fruit of their Bodies ?
their natural Bleflings and Defires 2 Aud what more
in Children than their Souls?  the better and immor-
tal Part ? {o much efteemed by God Himfelf 2 fo
highly valued by Clritt 2 What fay vou, Parents 2
Can you bear the difnai tho’, of bringing up Chil-
dren for Hell and eternal Fire ? Are  you content,
that the Child of your Love, and Embraces, thould be
fqueez’d
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fqueez’d in Satan’s Clutches, and tormented with un.
quenchable Flame 2 1f not, inftruét them.

15. Tlie time of Inftructivp is very fboit and un-
certain.

Cod only knows, how much Time, and how ma-
ny Opportunities, you will have to inftruct your
Children.  Of as grear Importance as it is, a Year, a
Month, or even a Doy, might put it out of your
power ; put them bevond the reach of all your Coun-
fels and Inflrudtions, and leave you an Ererniry, to
Repent your negligence.  This, methinks, fhould not
only awaken you, to [eftrudt, but to do it, with a
double Diligence- Nor is that the only Argument,
which ariles from it: For, it the Time of Inftruction
be thort, the Labour of it can’t LU= fong  What is it
to fpend a few hours of the Day vpon them, when
few are the days of the vears of their Pilgrimage ?
when you muft {oon reft from the Labour, and take
the Reward ? If you refule your Children 2515, what
will you beftow upon them ? Where is the ftrength

-and evidence of Parental love ?

16. It oughtto be a great Argument with you, to
confider that you mutt give an Aeccaunt for your Chil-
drens Souls,

Ged has committed them to your Charge, and will
require them at your Hands. If you have difcharged
vour truft, and 74:3 have been defedtive, you have
delivered your own Souls, and their Blood returns
upon your own Head : 1f they have anfwered the End
of your Care and Inftruction, no Heart is able to
conceive, the Satisfaction it will afford you, at the
Day of Judgment; when a Parent can fay ; Lord,
Here am I, and the Children, thou haft given me ;
Thire they were, and thou gaveft them me, and
none of them is loft- I have taught them thy Fear,

and they have kept thyWord. What a Joy & Crown

of Rejoycing, muft fuch Children be in the Day of
the Lord! How ready to rife up, and blefs the Me-

morv of their Parents, and afl their pious Care ! And
to

‘~~?ﬁ"
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to blefs their Heavenly Fatber, who gave them fuch
Fathers of their Fleth | while Thoufands perifhed for
want of the Blefling! But turn the Scales; and re-
prefent to your minds, the cafe of a negligent Parent,
when Inquifition 1s made for Blood, and, like 4b<P’s
againft Cain, the blood of his Children fhall ery a-
gainft him. When Children who ftand among the
Goats, at Chrift’s left Hand, fhall thus accoft and ac-
cufe their Parents: You have been Cruel and Un-
merciful to our Souls : By your Negligence it is;that
we now ftand at the Left Hand, and muft departfrom
Chrift, to take our Portion with Devils; tco much
bke your felves. Had you a&ted the part of Pa-
rents ; had you imitated the excellent Patterns of o-
‘ther religious Parents, to their Children, we mighe
probably have been in their Circumftances : But vour
Care for us, refpe&ed the prefent Time, and termi-
nated in the things of the gVorld. You were folh-
citous enough, what we thould eat, what we thould
drink, and wherewithal we fhould be cloathed: You
would provide us Wealth, and Efteem, teach us the
Art of Behaviour ; and how to lay up for our felves
Treafures upon Earth : That was the z0p of yout
Ambition; and you looked no further : Your Duty
was difregarded ; you took no care to furnifh our
Minds with Knowledge, nor our Hearts with Grace 3
to guard our Vertue, to preferve our Morals; and to
fan&ify our Souls. You plainly faw us addi@ted to
Vice, and connived at our Faults ; and that Indul-
gence has ruined usfor ever. Had youexercifed vour
Diligence to inftruét us, and exerted your Authority
to correct and reftrain us, how happy had it been
for us: But we could hear nothing of this from you ;
nor could we reap any advantage from your Lives:
There was nothing imitable in them, much lefs ar-
rrattive. You are verily Guilty concerning Us, your
Children, in that youfaw the .&nguifh that wascom-
ing upon us, and the Terrors of the Day that has now
overtaken us; and _wou}d not premonith us, And

: - nOW
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now our Blood be upon you; we Curfe the Day of
our Birth, and wifh your Negligence repaid.

Behold, Parents, the dreadful Images, fee the
curfed Fruits of Negligence ! and beware this be not
your Cafe. How wili you ftand before the Son of
Man ? or {ee the faces of your Childrert ? and hear
their paflionate Accufations ? when the profpeét of
that Hell to which you have brought them, fhall fet
their Souls on Fire ?

17. You know your felves the Price of Inftruction.

Your own Experience tells you, ’tis valuable : If
any of you want it, zb4¢ methinks might tell youthe
wants of your Children; and move you to prevent
fuch Complaints in them, as we hear from you. And
you that are well inftructed your felves, are the Per-
fons to recommend it to others : And can you hide
“from your Children what is fo precious to yourfelves 2
I would hope better things of you.

18. Your Parents have inftruéted you.

Some of you have had Parents, of eminent Psc?y,
and good Chriftian knowledge ; and this has moved
. them, to endeavour your Inftruétion. They knew
- its Importance, and very great Confequence ; and

therefore as became them, laboured to tran{mit their
Knowledge, and Spirit, to Pofterity : And fhall it
defcend no lower? Muft it expire and die with you?
Care you not as much for yeur Children, as they did
for thesr’s? “Tis a fign how little youainherit of their
Souls ; and they, as well as your Children, will rife
‘in Judgment againtt you, and condemn you, becaufe
you have the fame Ability to teach, which they had,
and their Examples offer you the ftrongeft Motives
to ufe that Ability. They will tell you at laft, we
dealt not fo by o4, as you have done by yowrs: You
have loft our Zeal and Care.

19. *T'is the defign of their Nature and Capacity.

Why has God given you Children that are Rarso-
nal, and intelligent, and capable of Learning, but

that you fkeuld improve their Genias, and cultivate .
theit
~ <l
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their Parts and Capacities ? Were your Children
Ileots, you might be exculed ; but if you forget thofe
who have reafonable Powers, and the freeexercife of
Reafon,you are inexcufable, OParents,whoever you are.

20. Children are very fu/veptsve of Inftru&ion.

If you teach them young, vou may teach them
eafily ; their Minds are foft and tender : The Preju-
dice they conceive is yet but fmall : The Root of
Vice in Children, are like tender Plants, more eafily
plucked up;and their Hearts more apt to receive the
Imprethions of Virtue. |

Thus have I offered a Score of Reafons, why Pa-
reats thould inftruét their Children. They are ob-
liged to the Duty from Nature, Scripture and Bap-
2ifm ; they know the Efteem which God, and Chrsfi,
have put upon their Children ; their Children belo
to God by the Right of Creation; Redemption, an
Providence ; they have C/rift himfelf and his Sasmrs
for theirPattern : The Matter of Inftru&ion is the moft
excellent ; they take more Pains for them in Jeffer
Regards: It qualifiec their Children for good Con-
verfation, and leaves them lefs expofed to the Temp-
tations of bad: Such Children are an Honour, and
Comfort, to their Parents ; and the Hopes of future
Times, both in a civil and rcdizions Regard ; the
Profperity of their Country, is, in a great Meafure,
built upon them, and the Church of God looks to
them for Support: The Time of Initruction is fhorz,
Parents are accountable to God for their Children ;
they know zhemfelves the Want and Excellency of
Inftruction; they were infiriltcd by their Parents;
Inftruction is the Defign ot their ratsons) Natures :
and they are very fufceptive of it

The laft Reafon, and the only one expref’d in
the Zext, fhall be given you in the fccond Qbferva-
tion : viz.

Obf. 2. That, if we train up a Child, in the Way

he thould go, he will no: depart from it, when
he is old. | L
]F <& 1’,1'?
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- But here we may properly inquire, the Sesfe and
“xtent of this Truth’ For,

t. Neg. In an abfobute Senfe, it isnottrue. Some
reprobate Youth make an awful Exception to the
wile Man’s Remark; too many that have fprung
iroy Parents, of the moft religious Principles, and
iiricreft Morals : Parents that have bore a juft Senfe
of their Charge, and have taught their Children, with
the fondeft Care and Conftancy, by their Lives as
well as pips, by their Prayers, as well as Counfels;
ir:ve dogenerated as they advanced in Years, into
v fligare, bicentious and prophane;loft the Impreifion
soibeirfirft good Principles, and run into all Intem-
i:cran.c ; {o that it has happened unto them accord-
g to tha old Proverb, 2 Per. 2. 22. The Dog is
2 ned to bis own vomit agasn ; and the Sow that was
wafbed, 1o ber wallewing in the Mive. And of young
Yainis, they have become old Devils: Nor need we
fo mu:h wonder at it, when we confider, that the
Fower of natural Corruption is ftrong, the Tempta-
tions of the World many, the Devices of Satan deep,
and the Influence of evil Company great, and God
Soverzign, to beftow or withhold his Grace, as feem-
eth aim good. |
. 2. Pofi. Tho’ alk Yeuth retain not their good Tm-
preflions to Age, yet, |
- {1., ’Tis the natural Tendency of the thing,

*T'is the Tendency, as well as Defign of early In-
[truion, to fix and perpetuate both Knowledge and
worace.  When Children have the Path of Duty
iarked out before them, when their Copy is wrote
i legible Charadters, and they are prefcnted with
-he warmeft Motives, what js more like to attain the
End ? How reafonable is it to expeét that they fhould
grew in Wiidom and Favour with God, as they grow
n Stature, and bear Fruit even in old Age.

(2.} Asic has a natural, fo a morg} Tendency.

"Tis the beft Expedient to fetch down, and fecure
. .¢ Dletiing of God ¢ Yor if Parents are zealous :)0

pro-
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promote in their Children, 2 governing Influence of
cheir Duty, and follicit God for his Blefling, doubt-
lefs they thall have it.  God indeed is Sovereign, and
may without the Charge of Injuftice deny it; but’ds
rare he does fo ; ’tis 2 meer A& and Proof of his So-
vereigaty ; not conformable to the Courfe of his Ad-
miniftrations either in ‘Providence or Grace ; not at
all confonant to the Revelations of his natural Good-
nefs,who is more ready to give hisSpirit to his humble
Suppliants, than earthly Parents to give their Chil-
dien Bread. So thac ’tis the Tendency of Inftrucion
both Natural and Moral. And,

(3.) Experience has confism’d the Truth in many
comfortable Inftances.

Thanks be to God, we fee the pious, zealous, and
religious Spirits of departed Saints, revive and thine
in many ot their Clildren. We fee in Timoily, the
unfeignedFaith which dwelt firft in his Grand-merber
Lois, and in his Arher Eunice ; and ’tis happy for
us, that we are thus perlwaded of many. And this,
Parents, tho’ mentioned the laft, as Method required,
is an Argument of the fi-ff Strength, whv you thould
imftru& your Children : Say not I have urged you to
a Thing, eftablifhed upon no Reafons, when, befides
cwenty more, you have z/¢s in the Text. [ have now
finithed the do&rinal Part of the Subjec, and haften
| to fome Impravement and Refle&ion.

Inf. 1. Are the Obligations of Parents, to inftru&
their Children, fuch as we have heard, fo Numerous
and Strong ? This infers an Obligation upon Mini-
fersto put them in Mind of it,and to excite them to it.

Can we fee you {o remifs and Neg!.zent ? Can we
revolve your Obligations 2 Can we confider the in-
finite Importance of the Thing, with Refpect to God,
vour feives, and vour Children, and muft we be fi-
lent, and negliger:t too ¢ Neglect our Duty becaufe
you neglect yoars 2 No, no ; Our Charaéter and Re-
Jation wori’t fuffer us to hold our Peace : We fhall

L be Srcerhlefs at Judgment, if fo now ; for we wat;:h
| or
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for yours, and your Children’s Souls, as they that muft
mv m Account.  And will you refent our Frecdom,
view ». = awal oy, at the Brink of Hell, and warn
vouto {1 £ rop ¢ »Vrath to com=? Is not fuch
Treatmen: e wor:. 7 agratitude, {ur our Love and
Care of veu? Betif sou will thus requite us, we
muft difcharge cur T -ft, and cemmit our felves
to him that judgeth righteoufl:- For my own
Part, T mutt frecly :I1 you, ¢:2 fmall Time [
have itood upon the T ower, I kve feen many of ygu
too little concerned i « this Mar:zz of Confequence :
Your Children growing :p in ¥ :orance and Vice, as
if they had no Senfe of a God. ! a future State: And
’tis Time to fet the Trumpet t: my Mouth, to fhew
vou your Tranioreflions, and finful Omiffons : This
has led me to the Choice of the Subject And for this
I haveindulg’d my :if in a gresicr Freedom, Clofe-
nefs and Pungency of Expreffion, as you have doubt-
lefs obferv’d, in the Clofe of each Argument; and
need Ian Apology for it ? No ; but rather, that I have
done it no better - that I have come fo fhort of the
Weight and Impcertance of the Subje¢t. I cando no
more ; I have difcharged myConfcience : The Blood
of your Child:+: be upon your own Heads, if you ftill
negle& them,

Inf. 2. This fhculd affe& our Endeavours, to pro-
mote the Afeans of Education among us.

Tt calls very andly upon us to eret and encourage
Schools in the T'rovince, and if ever the Times will
bear it College: to. Carolina needs fuch Helps, as
much as any I lace, and if <ve would obferve, what
extenfrve Blediings, Seminz-ies of Learning prove to
others, for the ir own and ti.= Supply of their Neigh-
bours, we thculd be more “nd of promoting them.
Strangers hase exprefsd +=2ir Regard for us in this
Way, more than we for ou felves. And however low
the Thing raay feem to ruz in our Efteem, ’tis cere
tainly in ¢z /:if, very ulefir i excellent, and all At-
tempts to ¢.untenance anid ;.v.note it, laudable and
worthy. Inf,
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Inf. 3. My Do&rine fpeaks to them that have the
Charge of Schools.
~ He that defires the Office of 2 Schoolmafle, defires
a good Work : But let him be Blamelefs in the dif-
charge of his Duty. Let him confult Conftience,more
than Intereft ; ‘tis a greatCharge,and a folemn Work,
and of great Confequence : The Obligations that lie
upon Parents, are then transferr’d to Mafters, and they
mauft anfwer for the Children that are undertheirCare.
Inf. 4. It likewile fpeaks to Childres themfelves.-
You fee, Children, what Obligations your Parents
are under to inftruét you; your Obligations are as
great to recesvelnftru@tion : *Tis expected of you,that
you be fubmiffive to their Authority ; that you obey
their Voice ; that you attend the ftated Times of In-
ftruion, and be intent upon your Books ; that you
remember and pracice their inftru®ive Admonitions,
and not mock and deride them as fome Children do,
thatare ripe for Deftruction, & within a ftep of Deaz;,
and Hell ; nor abfent from your proper Bufinefs: For,
fhall your Parents do al}, and you nothing ? No ; It
behoves you, by your Diligence, to facilitate your In- .
ftru®ion, and to make that their Pleafure; which is
elfe their Labour. A Gratitude to your Parents de-
mands this from you ; ’tis the leaft you can do, in Re?
turn to their Kindnefs,& in Anfwer to the heavyCharge
of your Souls, which lieth upon them ; and if you re:
fufe this, you are ungrateful Children, and muft ‘ex-
pe& a Vengeance equal toyour Crime. All yourPa-
rents Endeavours will at laft complain and cry againf
you: Or if you wanted Gratitude at leaft, methinks,
the Importance of your Inftrution might affeét you :
What ! is it a light Thing with you, whether you be
inftru@ed or not 7 Doth God infift fo much upon
Trifles ? Is that {uitable to his Nature ? Is not Inftru-
&ion of great Iinportance? And are you not as deep:
lfy concerned in it, as your Parents > And remember,
if you have Parents that inftruct you, ’tis more than
all Children have ; and if more be given you, remem-
ber that more will be required of you. Iuf,
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Inf. 5. Are Children aptto rerain che Inflicutions of Youth,
to Old Age, this may minifter fome Comfort to Religious Pa-
rents, when they are leaving the World.

Moft Parents, in their Sick and Dying Hours, are Sollicitous
for their Children. The Worldling is afraid of cheir Poverey,
that they will fall into Straits, and be redvced to Wants.  Bue
the Chriftian Parent has a Sollicltude, higher and better Prin-
cipled : He hasknown Hinifelf, the power of Tempeation, and
is therefore afraid for hisChildren, left they be overconie by the
World, 2nd he has beftowed labour upon them in vain. And
what Cemfore muft this Doltrine yield, in ghe multitude of
his Thoughts within bim ! He has patiently inftruted his
Ctildren, and has good grounds ro hope, they will always
retain the influence, and impreflion of it And can any Plea-
fure equal this!  To be entring into Reft our felves, and to die
wizh the fiweer affurance, that cur Children will follow us, thro”
Faith & Patience to inherit the Promites !

Inf. 6. What nwuft we judge of Parents,when their Children
grow ap 1n Vice,

We cannot indeed, poitively, determine, that the faule is
theirs : Bur, if my Doltrine be fo generally crue, “tis a f{ad
fizn, they have been necligent,and never fpent a ferious Tho'e
unon their Children. How clfe came they to appear fo vain
and vicicus ¥ Verilv we may often guefs ac the Parent, from
thie Maaners of his Children.

- Inf. 3. How deubly Guilty are thofe Children, who have
had the Priviledge of a pious Education, but degenerate from
ir, as they grow up !

They baulk the Expelations (if T may fo fpeak it) of God
:nd Man ¢ 'They chwart the natural & moral Tendency of Early
Inftruion, & feemn to have Souls of a different form & narure
from others.  And this Inference I with we.. applied to the
Youth of This Congregation, who have, fome of them, forgot
tboth their Fathers, and the God of their Fathers,

Inf. 8. We have reafon to lament the Premature and Early
Death of Pions Youth.

I fay, to Lament it, for wha knows,what Bleflings are buried
.with them.. Thofe that fer oui Early, and wich fuch hopetu!
Beginnings,promited in theirGeneration, to be eminent Inftru-
ments in the Service of God : Bright Ornaments of Religion,
and a Pillar of Support to the Churches of Chrift : But Death
kills our hopes with a Stroke, and only leave their Memory to

excite our Grief.
F I N IS



