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PREFACE

B Affure the Reader, tis noi ibe commen am-
HEREY bition, and natural fondncfs of Leing anAa-
& ¥ &% thor, much kfs & farisfaSion inawkat migit
‘ﬂ‘ﬁ"‘?éf 3? feem, at firfi viese, to comimince a Paper
e FSF Conieft s bus a juft and neccflary Deferce
my Condull, «which grompes me to make the followcing
Viftourfe pudlick.

THE Czfe was plairdy this ; Onc of my Reverend
rerbrem, I bave the charity to think, upon geod & pi-
s motsves, bas lately, sn & Sermon before thz Presby-
vy, convened ix Charleftown,advanc’d (if ITremember,)
Power of Impofitiongn matters of pureSpeculation and
w4th ; denyinz a Liberty in ‘Peogle to judge for them-
lves, and (if I retain bis pbrale)to believe as thay fee
afon . And left we frould fay, awe bad nothing but
> Ipfe Dixit, and private affeition, to fuppors ‘uch
Yower,He endeaveurs tc fix st upon rhe Unétion of . be
oxyOnE;enferring fromthznce,an infallibleKnowlege
echat are really the Fundamentals and Eflentials of
riftianity, in every one ibat was Anointed ; and a5 @
wural and neceffary Confcquence, 4 Power #o impofc
osr Sentsments upon otbers.

T could neither, for my part, fee the Orthodoxy of t;’?‘
oltrine, nor the force of the Author’s Arcuments 1
ablifb st : it appeared 1o we to be g Dollrine o very
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tenfive and gernicious Confequence ; and (bat parté
barly affeCted me,” [rarcely reconcileable <csth Proteftans
1d Reforriing Principles.

FOR cehbich reafon, when it cvas sy turn to Preaci
fore the fame Audsence, I thouzht, I could not, con-
bent awith wy Charalter of a Watchman on the Tower,
bolly [upprefs my Obfervations on that ‘Peiformance.

MY freedom, Dbowever, I jind, bas been cenfured Ly
ne, «wiio out of a difproportionate zeal, [eem to forges
e peaceableSpiret, Lollyine & Prayer of Carist rheir
lafter 5 and would even ferch fre from Heaven to con-
me their Brethren : And nercvsthfianding the tendency
my whole Difcourfe, to beget in my Hearersthe bigh-
Feneration for the HoLy Scr1pTURES 75 #De only
ube of Decifion in all debates of a religious nature,and
¢ re[peStfub mention I publickly made of the W eftmin-
or Confethon, s2 the clofe of my Sermon ; 1 am yer (B
all not devermine, whether from sgnorance, or Balice)
prefented a5 preacking down faid Confetlion, and of
nfequence, aschargeavle wich all the Herefie, which
ar incompayable ‘Piece §5 levelld againfi.  Aud tice
Jy Remedy o undecesve a credulous People, wwhen ilie
port became o umverfal in the Province, was, I
cight, 1o prbliflithe Sermon in the fame form and ban-
iage wwhereis it was delivered, acitbout the leaft In-
rgement or Corveltion 5 and fo I may jufily claim &
rger fhare inthe Reader’s candour, to excufe theinac-
racy of Styleand Dillion,

Cainhov, Souh-Carolina.
March iztl 1-20.
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- - Jouwn XVIL &
~- I bave given them the words which thou gaveft me.

%@HE words are part of that patheticl
e Prayer, which our blefled Lorp, fom
@ T % {fmall time before his Armeft an
: * Crucifixion, uttered for Himfelf, and Hi
m@ Difciples, in the Apoftolical and fuc

ceeding Ages. My Text falls in that di
vifion of the Prayer, which reipe&ed the Apoftle

and other Difciples then on the ftage. A:iong mam
revailingArguments, urged on their behalf, "{is Fide

ity in preaching, and their Aflent,Attention,and Pr
ficiency, in‘this and the preceeding verfe, was one
Now they have known that ail 1hings wwhatforver tho
baft given me are of thee, for I bave given unto rber
e words which thou gaveft me, zxd they have recesoe
them, and bave known (urely thar £ came our freim the.
and they bave believed that thou didfi fend me.

Trs not my defign, as conceiving it not {o perti
nent to the prefent occafion, to confider here th
force and fignificancy of fuchreafoning. Havingthere
fore no regard to the Words which I have chofen fo
my Theme, as part of Chrift’s Prayer, or under an
refpect they bear to the Context, I fhall endeavour t
improve them as an abfolute Propofition under thef

___two Heads,



{:)
PROP. I. WHATEYER Chrii Reveal:d wds
reven Hirs of the Facber,
PROP. II. WHATEVER <was given Him of the
Fatler, that Hs Revealed.

PROP. I. WHATEVER Chrif? Revealed avas gsve
H:m of the Fatl:or.

Ti1s Aflertion muft not be underftood to imply tne
eaft inferiority of Nature in Cagrist to the FaTHER.
Je is Gop in His Original Character,the FATHER’S
:qual in divine Perfection, and could properly re-
e:ve nothing from Him : But as Mediator, He acts
n an inferiour Capacity by Commiffion from His ra-
‘vER : In the EOconomy, Order, or Scheme of Re-
lemption, the FaTrer Proje&s andCommitfions ; the
on Receives and Executes ; the Sexarr Applies and
eals. In this inferiour fenfe and not another (as the
drians would iniinuate) whatever Curist revealed
vas given Him of the Father.

Arg. 1. WE bave His owen Word for it in the Text,
nd ae know His Record is true. He exprefly de-
lares, T bave given rhem the woids which T hou gaveft
w. The Doétrine I have delivered is thine and not
vine, thy Word and thy Will. And this Declaration
- more confiderable, becaufe not made to fallible
1an, {ubjec to fome artful delufion, but to GOD
)mnifcient, the fearcher of Hearts, who knows alf
rings, and could not be deceived.  How can we think,
R 15T would dare to appeal,with fo much folemnity,
y HiskF A Tuer for 2 known falthood : What were this,
ut implicitly to deny the perfe&ion of His Know-
:dge,0r to make Hima patron of Lies? Carist well
new the extent ot His Divine Knowledge, that He
»uld not evade His Eye and Notice ; and the abfo-
ite purity of His Nature, that He abhorred falfhood
id deceit.  What then, (to mention nothing of His
wn Charaéter, which T mav have occafion to do af.
rwards) could tempt Him into it ? Verily nothing ;
s therefore fufficiently attefted by the Mouth thar
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:. THE Nature of His Office argues i5. He was
‘heF a ruer’sEmbafladour ; the Angel oftheCovenant ;
ile came out from Gop, Him the FaATner fent and
fealed. Now :he Embaflador’s (Mfice implies a ftrick
conformity to the Orders and Precepts of the Powers
which He reprefents. Therefore Cur1st, Ofhciating
in that Capacity, was in Juftice obliged to purfue
His FATrER’s Prefcriptions ; and had no moreAutho-
rity to enlarge than to contra& His Commiilion : and
fuppofing (if the expreflion may be pardened) our
blefled Lorp could be guilty of fuch infinite pre-
fumption, as to extend His Commiffion and multiply
HisInftru&ions ; yet,without theSeal of HisFATHER’S
Authority, thefe Additions muft be null and void,
and ferve no good purpofes at all : Which is an Ar-
gument of noinconfiderable force,thatCari1st has de-
livered His FATuer’s mind and will according to the
Original Pattern in the fame Form and Extent.

<. THERE =vas no Neceffity awhy Chrift frould Re-
veal more. As the Farner projected the Scheme of
Man’s Recovery, no doubt, He gave His Sox all the
Powers and Inftructions that were eflential to the
End and Accomplithment of that Scheme ; and fo of
courfe all additional Revelations became ufelefs : I
fay, no doubt, if ve confider it as a Proje&ion of His
free Grace, and what He was neither compelled, nor
{furprized into : ’Tis natural to think, he would em-

loy His Wifdom upon a work of Choice and Deli-

eration, and we wrong that divine Attribute, if we
think it leave: any undertaking unfinifhed, or takes
only one improper ttep, in the protecution : In ho-
nour thereicre tothe Farner’s eilential vifdom, we
are otliged to coaclude, that He guve the Sown vrhat-
foever was neceflary to be reveuled, and no reafor to
unagine the Sc: thould reveal any thing, that was
not, fome way or othier, conducive to the common
end.

4. THE Father bas never charzged  Fim avith any
Yhing like it. Had the Sox, clpecially in a thing‘of
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this nature and importance, made any Addition to

the Father’s Inftruétions,’tis paft doubt, that Gon,who
is jezicus of His Honour, and has ever infifted upon
hic Frerogative, would have charged him with it :

But where do we read of fuch a Charge 2 So far from
this, that there came a weice from the exccllent glory,
farir, This 15 my beloved Son, in schom X am awell
pheafed, Hear ge Lim. Would Gon be well-pleafed
witl His bon, and ftyle Him his Belovzd, had He
been uofaithful in the difcharge of His truft 2 Would
He exhibi: that teftimony by an audible Voice from
the cpening Heavens, in a manner fo oper, vifible
and glorious as this ¢ Or would He teftify His Fide-
lity, by dilcharging Him from the arreft of Death,
and the prifon of the Grave, and conferring upon
Him, the very Honours, He had before promifed as
a Reward of Fidelity ¢ Or would He, once more,
{uffer that Text to ftand ir. our Bibles ; Heb. 3. 1, 2.
Hely Bietkren, confider the Apofile and bigh Prieft of
cur profefFey, hyift Fefus avboavas faithful to bim that
apgenied bim . As aljo Mefes was fastkful in all bis
boufe; and Tles verily as a fervamt, but Chrift ac a
Son? YWould the FaTuER I fay, have honoured the

Son with fuch v{ible univerfal Teitimonials, had He

been unfaithful *  No verily.

5. TIS entirely inconfiflent avith the Sor’s Charatler.
Confider Him in the exalted Charac&er of a Gop, and
’tis more than Impiety, and no lefs than Blaffhemy
to {ay,He was unfaith: 1l to His FA Tner’sCounfel,and
impofed ¢pon the World in what He revealed. Con-
fider Him in H'c low:ft Chara&er as the Son of Man,
we have no Cui-uption feated in his Nature to fix this
Charge upen; for he knew no fin, neither was guile
found in His mouth : or unite His two Natures, and
view Him as Mediator God-Man ; His Fidelity fhines

et brighter : He was One, it {feems, with whom the
¥A rrer.that knew His Heari,could truft the Souls of
all His Fle& , and -without Fidelity He could not
ferve the FaTuar’s efigns, nor execute His Eternalé
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Decrees. For fuch a bigh priol became us, w0 wwa.
boly, barmlefs, undefled, and (cparate from finkcrs, thai
be might Le a [as:lful bigh priefi in thinds pertasnin
20 Ged. Thusunder cvery view and inquiry,CuRrRis T’
Fidelity, thines out with dn unfbotied Luttre; and Hi
Character makes it appear, that He revealed nething
more than His FATsHER’S will. T will add,

6. THAT the credit of all He Revealed depends up:n
His Fideliry sn this posnz. Why do we receive ahy
of Carist’s fayings, as faithful and true; but upon the
fuppofition, that He is the fiithful and true Witneis?
But how can Fidelity and Truch confift with the Hy.
pothefls, that He revealed any thing more than what
His Fatner gave Him. Thefe are plain oppofites;
and if we could once believe, that CurisT ciceeded
His Commiftion in one Article, we thonld have no
rule to determine, which of His Inftru&ions had, and
which had not,the {eal of HisFa ruer’sAuthority,and;
of confequence, equal reafon to doubtof all ; which,
in the iflue, muft undermine all our hopes of Salva-
tion. Therefore whatever Carist has Revealed was

given Him of the FaTues,
I pals to the |

1L s ROP. THAT alatever awas given Him of
tle Fatber that He revealed. T have given them rbe
zeords which thou gaveft me. [ The Words] without
any exception or reftriction ; the expreflicn i3 indefi-
nite, and therefore univerfal ; yet not fimply and
abfolutely fo. If we {peak ofCurist’sabfolute Kriow-
fedge, ’tis impotfible He fhould reveal to finite man,
what was comprehended in His own infinite Mizd.
We muft therefore undeiftand it in a more qualified
meaning ; that whatever the FATner Commiflion’d
Him to teach, He has fully and faithfuliy taught ; Re-
vealed all that was neceflary Man fhould know to
mazke him a Chriftian, And the Truthof this Propo-
fitic, in this light and view, may be eftablifthed up-
on the fame Proofs as the firft,. We have Curist’s
word #nd teftimony for g : The Nature of His Office
ne
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> more forb' 5 Him to exceed, than it required Him
» come up 0 His Orders: 'There was no neceflity,
‘hy He fhould partially omit any one point of In-
ruction, and not reveal all the FAruer gave Him ;
ut needful rather He thould fully declare it. The
aruer has never charged Him with any partialit

r centempt of Authority ; nor is it coniitent wit

{:s Charaéter, Divine, Humane, or Mediatorial ; nor
et with His Do&rine, when He {o often, and with
ach feverity, reproved it in others; nor yet the lefs
eftructive to the whole defign of His Mifhien ; for,
appofing a referve, we know not, but what He re.
srved, mzy be as Fundamental (if not more, as what
e revealed, and muft be ever uncertain, whether
ve are acquainted with every thing that is neceflary
o warrant our Faith, and fecure the Salvaticn of our
ouls. As therefore the #ww0 Propofirions ftand upon
he fame Bafis and Evidence, I fhzall unite them in

he following Improvement.

Infer. 1. WE bawe an excellant Rule and Procedent
n CurisT for ari His Miniffers. ‘That they {peak
hie whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth. They
re Embailador’s for CarisT as He was for the Fa-
rueRr. As therefore He revealed all that the Fa.
ruER gave Him, and nothing elfe, fo fhould they,
11 that He has given thern: So runs His Commifh-
. Gu teach aly Nations, teaching them to obferve alh
vings whatfoever I have commanded you. Agreably
o which, aith Paul, in his folemn appeal to his
~learers, I take you io record this day, that I am pure
yom the blood of all men ; for I bave not frunned to
leclare unto you the whoie counfel of God. And the
ame Spirit fhould defcend to all nis Succeflors. We
ire not to bandle the word of God decestfulyy, to gra-
ify the patlions of Men, nor to fcreen us from their
Tharpeft refentments ; but, as Micajab, Tie word
|bar the Lord fball put into our mouths thar fhouid
bee (peak, not fearing the wrath of @ Ksng ; Forwbae
. are
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art thou, O man, that ars afraid of the face of ma
that jbrll die, and of the fon of mam that frall
made as graﬁ,and confidereft nottbe LORD thy Mak:
Our Bibles we muft ftudy, and the Cafle more th:
the Temper of our People. If need require,we m
Cry aious and [pare nor : and lift up our voice like
Trumpet, and frew them the> cranfereffons. et
dery not, but Minifters fhould be ayfe as Serper
to difcern and choofe out the proper Seajons of 1
ftruction and Reproof; elfe they may give tharacks
¢s Hely unro Degs, and caf} their peard before S
And inthis every Minifter will be his own Cafui
And as we muft, in itstime and piace, declare t
the whole Truth, fo nothing butthe Truth. Cuni:
did not exceed His Fa ruer’s Commiflion, northou
we, His. We dare not, to humour a Controver;
or from any other finifter Motive, take Text: out
our Bibles which were never inthem ; pretend th
to be Scripture by & ftrained Conftru&ion, whi
really is not. _Ada thou not to bis words left be :
preve thee: For I teflify to every man that beareth t
swords of the Propbecy of tiis book if any man fball 4|
unto thefe things God fball add unto bim ibe plagi
sbar qre wratten in this book.

Infer. 2. WE infer the vaft reverence we owe 1)
Sacred Scriptures, Read ard Preached. They aret
Voice of Gon and not of Man. He (pake sn times p
unto the Farhers by the Prophets, and in thefe 1
days be hath fpoken vo us, by bis Son. And He
His Minifters yet fpeaks. Let us fee thar <ve dofp
50t bim that [peakethr from Heaven, bur receive t
cword not as th avord of man, but as it 15 ixdeed ¢
Word of God. Aiways remembring what Curi:
has told them, He thar Leareth you, heareth ms, a
Pe tha: aelpifeih you dufpiferh me, and be tiat 4
pifecl ey dujvifesh bim that ftnt me. The contem
sifes from us to Curist, and terminates in His F
TreR. Remember thig in all your Attendance QPJ
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‘he Word and Ordinances of Car1st’s Church. Tis
50w that {peaks by the Mouth of Man.  And what
t Weight 2ud dSolemnity does this add to the Scrip-
urz | f: pers a life into every Promife, being 2ll
Vi : A‘:v:.»: :  But inconceivable terror into the
[lrcarings : for the Yoush of the Lord bark [foken
tya.d sz 20zl o) Lie Lord jpall gerform st.

Infer. 3. TE leary, that nothing but «wbat Curist
165 Rovealed i tbz S:iipture, can be madz a weceffary
Ariicl: of the Chriftian Fastk. Whatever fine Eva-
tons Men may frame, and whatever {pecious Names
hey impofe on their own Inventions, they contemn
Jivine Authority, and impecch Divine Wifdom; and
12ve no power to compel our Aflent to their Tradi-
ions, wien tley roach jor Doctrine the Commandmen:s
Fmen.  Whateverthe Faruer fawneceflary,He gave

2 Sox ; and the Words the Faruer gave Him, He
zth given us.  Thefe are the adequate and only
wie both of Faith and Pra&ice, the immutable
tandard of Truth and Orthodoxy, by which we muit
v every Spinit, and every Dectrine ; fo that fhould
# Al fram Hoacen preacd any otber, we are not to
scctve Divz: Ara of ticre come any wRo us, and bring
ot tLis Dellrine, owe dare =0t veccive bim imto cuy
Lugos, peather Séd Dim God [pecd, it ~ve partake of
43 £1:1 deeds. Hence the Zereans were zom.
ended, as move soble than thoje of Theffa-
MG, ARt 1oy jearched the Striptures dailw, whe-
cer e thipgs weere fa As great a Novelty ac a
ight of private Judgment may appear to fo.ne Eyes,
is very evident thatit was not oniy allow” i but ap-
roved in the Apoftoiical time ; and I fhou.d never
elire to plead a greater Antiquity than thor.  But
hat [ would chieflv remark {rom this pertinent Text
: til?;ﬁ, LI ] o ‘

1. Taar thole who refufe to pin their Faith ono-
1ci Men's Sleeves, and will receive no Doétrines byt

hat they have firft examined by the Scriptu es. ard

l(nuw‘




(9)

found agreable to them, are Wore moble than thei
Brethren cf the oppofite fide ; and if thefe be om
Principles, whatever Cenfure we may pafs under from
others, we are {ure to be approved of by an infallibk
Writer: For if sur Princi%:s appear Bereax;, ou
commendation muft needs be fo. T
. AnotHeR thing I obferve from this Text is
Tha: a Power of Impofing, drawn from Isfallibility 4
felf, is a very falle Inference : For ’tis plain, the
Apoftle Paul was infallibie, becaufe inlpired by~ the
Hory Guos~ ; yet he is fo far from afluming fuck
a Power over the Bereans, that they are commended
for bringing down his Do&rine to the teft of Seri
ture, to fee if thefe things were fo. Which inti
overthrows all the Arguments that czn pofhbly -B¢
drawn from the Unftion of the Holy One. Tor;-fup
ofing every one that had the priviledge of -thi
#tliom, to be infallible ; yet fince Infallibility it felf
cannot infer a Power of Impofing, fuch a powercan-
not be colleéted from that Text. Befides, if that
Text proves any thing, it proves too 'much, . fetting
every private Chriftian, upon 2 level withthe great-
eft Chriftian ~ifembly : For if Infallibility derive from
the Unétion of the Holy Ose, then all that are;Anoint-.
ed, muft be {o far equally Infallible ; and if Infailits-
lity, thus derived, infer 2 Power of fmspofizion, thema
private Chriftian has notonly a Right of private Judg-i
ment, but alfo 2 Power of impofing his ]udgf;rt\en;'ty-‘
on cthers. even Synods and Affemblies, {o far as they
are not Chriftians : And & this Text has unwarily
transferred the Impofing Power (if there be fuch-2
thing) from Synods as Synods, to private Chriftrans
as Chriftians, And had I Prgachedp upon this Con-
troverfy ex profe(lo, I know not where 1 could have
found a better Foundation to buiid the Principles ' of
l}rivate Judgmentupon, As for that other celebrated
ext, viz. Thar no Prophecy of Scripture is: of any
private Interpretatson 5 “Twill appear to any 1mpar-
tial Man," who confults the Context, that it “refpedts
. notr
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tet the Interpreier, as if a private Man were forbid
¢o interpret Scripture, but the Objel? of Interpretati-
on, thewing, that when Holy Men of GOLD [pake,
#hey [pake as they were moved by the Holy GE-ft : Not
of sbemfelves, who were but Pprivate Perfons, but of
Cusist who fhould appear in a publick Capacity.
So Pfal. 2. 16. is not to be interpreted of David,but
of Cusist, of whom David was but a type.

_‘Bur methinks, if there were no other Argument to
“Vindicate the R ght of private Judgment, it fhould
goa great way with Proteftants, to remember, thele
ere the only Principles, upon which we can juftify our
Jappy Rerormarion from Popery: I fay, the only
:Prmciples : For if our firft Reformers had not a liber-
g:o_f Judging for themfelves, “ what Warrant could
% sthey have for leaving ?c?ery? th might not
‘% the Clergy then in pofieflion as well deny the Peo-
*_ple this Power, as the prefent Clergy can now pre-
:% tend to do it ? If it be faid, the Reformation was
-founded:upon Scri;ture. I ask, how the Reformers
could know, that ‘Popery was unfcriptural 2 Was it
rnot by fearching the Scriptures, and the exercife of
- their. private Judgment ¢ Nothing more fure. If
-therefore Chriftians had a Right of private Judgment
:.at-the. Reformation,- they muft have the fame Right
30w ¢ And to affert otherwife, is to ftrike at the
m Foundation on- which the Reformatson has ever
' ftood ; which has made me often wonder, how
thie Prorefiant and the Impofer could meet in the fame
man. I will add one Argument mere, and trangrefs
| m*longsr upon your Patience:
- Jr Chriftians have not a Right to Examine ail
Deeérines by the Seriptures, I would ask, What 1‘4/2:
 the Scriptures are of 0 1bem? And to what purpofe,
the Zmpofers appeal to Scriptures? An Appeal im-
plies 2 Right of Judgment in the Perfon appealed
to ; and if I have not a liberty of judging, to what
enc thould they turn me to fuch and fuch Scriptures
. in
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in favour of Impofition ; for to me in that Cale all
Texts are equal. The truth is too plain ; the Papific
take the Bitle ou: of our Hands, and the ZDspofers,
who leave it in our Hands, pluck out our Eyes; and
the only Recompence we have, is, to fec with theirs,

T o Conclude, I would ever make the Jeriprure
my Supreme Rule, and my Reafor the Eye to dire@
me by it : for as a Rule is ufelefs without the Eye, fo
is Scripture without Reafon. Y am far from pretend-
ing to exalt Reafon above Revelation. But Reafor:
is abfolutely neceflarr to improve Revelation to its
proper End. I would alfo honour Symeds and Cous-
¢ils, as they preferve a mutual Agreement among
Paftors, and are of vaft fervice in the Illuftration of
Scripture ; a ftanding Evidence whereof is that Ex-
cellent Compofure,The Wr sTMinsTER-CONFESSION

er Frirn. ’Tis only the Impofing Power I Reje&,

FINIS





