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(i)

PREFACE

THE Autbor of the following Difccurfe is

very like to prove a rare and fingular oift

of GOD our Saviour 1o the ljian! of ber-
muda, where his lot s caft. in his childhood he
was carried thitker by Lis worthy Farler, who
found there a comfortable previfion & Juppers for
his Family on temporal accounts, but the tread of
life (the means of Grace) for his own & the Souls
of his houthold wis {-dly wanting. This was an
infupportable grief 10 him, under which he pind
and languifh‘d as he well mizh:. But more efpe-
cially on the returning wecklySubbaths of theLord,
bungry & thirfly bis foul jain:2( in bim. On cne of
thefe forrowtul days, as he wus mufing & looking to
she Lord in bis trouble, he came to a fudden and
ftrong determination to make a veyige & vifir to
New-Englund, whe:e he hopd 10 fird feme qualifi-
ed Perfon inclined to go cver wirh bam € belp 1bemw.
For there were the remans ¢t a F/ £ in the /flaxd
that had been under the Paftcral Care of the Rer.
Mr. Foul. But Mr Smub tail'd of his Fxpctationr
from Us at that time, & returnd withcui a Minif-
ter, to his own & our grief. When lo the wife
Providencs of God unexpeftedly brought thema

. Minilter from Greai Britain, the Rev. Mr. fames

‘1-‘ L

Paul,who Was hound to fome other part of Americe.
SOON afrer this Mr. Smub brought over this
t3s Son With him to New-England, & enter'd himlin
R the




, (ii)

the Grammar School at Cumbridge, where he made 1{
that proficiency within the f{piace ofa Year that |
he was admitted into the College there 3 & follow‘d
his Srudies with fuch diligence & induftry that he | :
had a year given him, & at the end of 7bree years |
he took his firff Degree. It was a pleafing furprife '
to all his Friends to fee him come forth at oncea
Mufler in the Gift & Art of preaching; akind of |
finith'd Preacher. He foon return‘d o Bermudato |
the great Joy of his Farther, who now received that ¢
from Necw-England in his own Son, which he had
before fought for in another and had mifs‘d of.So |
a Gracious Providence has abundantly rewarded |
him for that travel & letowr of love, wherein-he |
had before miniitcr'd to the Souls of his Neigh- |
bours, as well asto thofe of his own hogfe. In |
due feafon he has reap‘d thss, & his labour has %
" pot been in vain in the Lord. \
WHEN the Rev. Mr. Paul & the Flock in Ber- !
)
3
%

euda had feen the Grace of God given to Mr.Smith,
and had tafted of his G:ftrs & excellent Accom-
plithments for the Work of the Mimiftry, He return-
ed to New-England, with their Letters asking his
Ord:nition thereunto ; & fignifying their Choice
of him to be the Collegue & Fellow-l1abourer with
Mr. Faul! in the Pafloral Office over them. On the
day of his Ordination ke preached the following !
Sermcn to us, & bis mouth was moft fweet to us
while he {pake of the Beaury & lovelinefs of the

Lcrd Fefurs in his Prophbetic Office. The modefty,
the ferioufnefs, the great devotion, & the foftand |
happy utterance with which it was delivered,made

great




| ( iii )
great impreffion on the Audience, both Minifters

4nd People.

NO one has rifen among us & gone -: o~ vs, fo
fuddenly, with like efteem, affe&tion & a_plaufe,
as Mr. smith has done. I may the rather fay it,
becaufe of the Humiliry & great modefty which a-

 dorns him, & fortifies him acainit fuch a word.

.
pon A et & I o X sikss AR | falS s ol i S, i1 o

R
1

Moreover his prefent diflance from us, & his hav-
ing been a Stranger a.uong us, makes this freedom
the more allowable. It is an honour to our Col/-
lege to have fuch a Son to boaft of from among
the Iflands. Nor have any of them fent us at any
time a richerfruiz & produce, than this which we
have now received & returned in him. To GOD
the Farber of lights & Giver of every good & perfeit
Gifr be all the glory. And may His bleifhng more
and more reft upon our College, in all times to
come, & this ber Sz long live a fhining light in the
Candleflick Where he is fixed.

THERE is fomething very jize in the tarn given
here to the facred Text ; but nothing ftrain‘d ;
nothing more natural & familiar, proper & perti-
nent than the Thought is. For whar could equally
convey to us an Idea of the Lovelinefs of Chrift in
his office of a Propbet, as thefe words — His mouth
7 moft fweer? There is to me an inimitabie beau-
ty & {weetnefs in the very choice of the Texs for
fuch a Sxb.ect. ,

THE like appeared to me in another Difcourfe
of the Aurhors, preached with us on the Lozrd’s-
dey before his Ordination, from thofe words,
1 Thefl 5. 19. Quench net the Spirir » wherein he

' 1an




ran the Similitude of the Spirize and Fire, in His
bleffled and fav.ng Overations. That Sermonm is
alfo defigned for the Prefs; and 1 hope both of
them miy be of ufe to them that read ’em, to
convey /izlt to their minds and bear into their
hearts,

IF the l-arned Reader find ary thing wanting |
in thefe Difcourfes, he will confider the Touth of
the Author, but every gracious heart muft needs
praife hischoice & delign to fet forth the beau-
ties & g-'ories of Chrift, and the power of bis Grace
in thefe firf-fs wits of his Miniftry ; and be much
affettcd witx the Solemnity with which he makes |
Application to himfe} of the Truths he preaches.
Let the view hereof here prefented before us |
move us all to join together in our prayers to God
for him, that he mav more & more fludy 10 fhew |
binfelf approved unto God, @ workman that needeth §
7. 10 be afbamed, rightly dividing the Word of 1runh, E

!

and that he may always come to the Flock, over
which the Ho'y Gboft bath made bim an Overfeer, in

the fulnefs of the Bleffing of the Gofpel of Chrift.

Bofion, N. E.
Septem, 28, 1726.

Benjamin Colman.




THE

Beauty & lpvelinefs nf CHRIST
in the Office of a Propbet.

CanTt. V. 14
Hes Mowuzh s mofl Sweet.

HE Excellencics of Chrift are the
{ moft noble Subjc& that can im.
plcy a Alinifler's th ught and
p:n.  Puy/ the grea: dp flle of
the Gentiles, determind 1o know
not! irg among them five Jefus
(I7ifl and him crucified. Yea,
toings but lofs and durg for the
excellency of ¢hs knowledge. dngels them-
felves would rejoyce to mention his Name. And
th¢ Serprures which are a teftimony from the
| B Holy
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2 CHRIST Loely as a Prophet,

1t-%y Spirit, have large and frequent Encomiums
ups hm.

GUR  Gontexr dlearly attefts this;  Chrift’s
Speafr, the Charch, there horrows the moft lively
 F:&res 1o {peak his Chaafter. But when rature
vz, Hnpt of it's beauty, and rhe powers ot Me-
1-¢¢-7 gould go no further, fhe clofes all wiih ;
2o szneral deicription in the Text, His nowil s
amofl frver, yea, be gs alicgetker iovely.  Which was
indeed the belt Reprefentation could be given of
him. Bcfore flie. confin'd our thcughts 1o her
own, but now they bave leave to range, and rake
as wide a furvey of his lovely Properties as finite -
Creatures are capable of : The beft of which, af-
ter their molt vigorous and delizhtful Contem-
.plations of his unfeaichable Exc:llencies can only
fry, He is alrggetber lovely. He is {oin the iigh-
eft fenfe, and in every fenle the expreffon can
bear ; confidesed in the whole or ozly in part.
Ciorift is aliogether lovelv; He has all the Excel-
lencies of a Gad ; all the Excellencies of a Man;
and all the Excecliencies of a God-Maen, concen-
tring in him. The frfl of thefe are incommuni-
catle; the fro 2l inimitable, and the third my fte-
rious. A tranficnt touch upon Chriff under euch |
of thefe more general views would e a labour
as pleafant and ufetul as ’tis great. Particulaily
under the / /1, to fee how wonderfully his rhree
Oftices, of Frotbct. Prucft and King are adapted to
aniwer the grear defigns of his appearing in flefh: !
by the firft whcieof he cures our natural blind- 1
nefs 5 by the fecond removes our guilt; and by *

j

uic rhurd redeems from bondage, BUT
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His Mouth is moft Sweer. 3

BUT the fpecial occafion of this Day’s Solem-
a1ty will confiie my prefent Medira ion to the
Jirjt of thefe, viz. idis Prophetical Office ; which is
generally detned under swe d ihin:t heads; an
Ekxtcrnal Revelation of necel'a:v truths, 2nd the
epeming ibc unlerfland.rg ty ' ss Spirit for the Re-
ccpiion of them.  But the time allotted me being
infufficient ro expatiate in fo large a method, i
{: all dvicourfe of them in their refpechive crder
only ; as fo many particulars c-mprized in the
guneral name of ore individual Office.

NOW thar Corft fultains fuch an Office as 1bs,
the Scriptures ar. very exprefs. Ty ftile him
a Progber in the very Phrafe 5 A Tead rrr Jent from
Ged 3 the Apofl: of our Pr-f yicn, the srge’ cf the
C veiant, the Wiydom of the Father, and a Tre fam:
of Wif1om ; whlch are onlv varicus fignificant
1 terms connoting the fame thing. But not heing con-
§ cernd here in proving what my Text prefume:.
to be true, ’tis my bufinefs to c:onfider the excel-
lent Properties of the truth urd:r :is Ozferva-
tion from the Words now rcad uato you, ViZ,

DOCT. THAT Qvrift s « PROPHET :ruly Ex-

cellcnt, ard altcgeiber Loy i

{ FOR the llluftration of this Dsrme we iy
* confider the Perfon invelt-d mth this Office, tlu,
\  Dotlrines he tavght, and his excellent oy
1 teachmg
L. °TIS a prime Excellency in this Ofiize, thiat

s the Office of Chrift.
i b2 A




4 CHRIST /lovely s a Propher,

A Divine Inflruftor s an ext-10id aary thing.
A Pas’ could no- boift of this, till e 1aw a2 /ighe
from Hero niran ceaiing thu i be nuaral ~un.
He fat down a. Gz ; 1’1 /s jeer, tut we hang on
the /ips of Cryt : wiich puss h-nour upon uS,

{peaks furprizing num: hrv in hia, and both uni- ;
tedly proclaim his Office lovety. — Tnis s the

Teacoer, a Divine Perio .
1. THE 1 otiriries te taught were 1r.y Ex.el-

lent, becoming fo great a T:-acher, and tull of ufe- |

tul Inftruttions to the ‘cholur.
HERE 1 fhall defcend 1o a few pamcuhrs.

1. THEY 1end to the wp svement of ihe Under-
ftunling. They convey o us the lnowne*ge of
the nobleft Obielts, g ve us the clear-it views .

we can pohlly have ot every ot the div:n: Per-
fetions, and therein fome lively apnorebenlions
of the divine Effeace. And while they difcover
God’s na-ure to be unfearch.ible, th y at the fame
time fhew us how re:fonable ‘t:s  we fhonld a-
dore what we can’t com~rekend. The infpired
writizgs, thofe fucred leffons of Chrift, do not
onlv exhikit the nature of Ged under its various
effential Prop:r‘es 5 bur thy defcribe the nature
of thele Proper-ies. to the helt sdvantage, and fet
them in the beft light. To {pcak ina word, we
arz tauz he by Chrilt what.-we conld never learn
of 2 y humane? achzr wrarwe cou'd never expe&
fiom "1 hich et order of concreatedSpiri:s ; tho’
tiem thelr ¢iick and extenfive knowledge they
bear rhe nime of latell gences.

THUS ¢ to {pecify a little ) the amazing tho'ts
of a2 Tririty of Perfons in a Unity of Pﬂ‘ence,

. Q'HVW";‘MV"“- W tiaw.““.qi e
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Hic Moub is moft Sweet. 3
that is too high for the fligsht of reafon, is here
prefented 1o the eye of Faith. 1 Johna.7. The
firft of the great myfleries of gedtimef ., God me-
aife ft in flofb,which enzgiges the enquiry anl wop-
der of Angels, defiring 10 look into ir, 1 Tim. 3. 6.
This 1> here aflerted upon the veracity of God in
the plaineft terms. Hence alfo we learn the
dark and dcep defigis of Providence which have
fomerimes ftumblcd the Faith of the moft emi-
nent Belicvers ; and made a Dzvid 1eady to cry
out, Pfal. 73. 13. That he had wafhed his hands
~ in innocuncy, 2-d cleanfed his heart in vain,
. WHAT Objefts more excellent thar thefe!?
| Which derive an excellency to the knowledge,
and thence to the Faculty ; greatly improving the
intelle€tual power.
2. THET give abe beft direlticns how to werfbip
- God in a Way moft agreea’le 10 his Will. That Ged
. fiould be woithivped is 2 d &ate of univerfal
nature, ‘tis from hence that fome bowed down to
ftocks and ftones. For whatever Men make a God
of, that will they pray to; with what they
think a2 religious reverence. But pature left to
its own weaknefs, leaves us deftitute of any exaét
rules to reguiate this worfhip. And io every man
‘15 governd by an implicic Faith or his own ag-
prehenfions, and perhaps differs from his Brotler
! 16 a contyad:&iort; rendring it impoflible both
thould be rigic and acceprable. But the great
Propber has taught us in general, that Ged being
a Spirit, be muft be woifhipped in fpiriz and 1n 1ruth,
And thex hehath mose fuliyexplaind the particulars

|
| ' ‘°f
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é CHRIST loocly ar & Prephi,

of it by a brighter d fcavery of the divine Perfec-
tions than could he made from natural reaion. And
alio he has pla-nly puvinted out the duties relul.ing
from thele Atuirutes ; and then givea all the
particular dire€tions for the manner of their per-
formance. which are ncceflary to gain their Ac-
cei)[ance with ch.

3. THESE Dircttions are enforced wiih the firong-
efi Mcives. We are not left to an inditterent
choice, whether well comply or not ; but have
the ftronzeft Morives to oblige a Compliance.
Promifes and Threatnings are annexed, and of
fuch a narure as make them fuitable o etfet
what they are defigned for. Taeya-ethe teft that
can be thought of, 10 move the Pa‘hons of hope
and fear; infinite Revrards and Punifthments on
condition of Obudi uce or Difobedience. And
when thefe paffions are wrought upon they naru-
rally draw out the A&s of the Will. More ef
pccially when the Underftanding is crnv:nced.
From whence we fee the confummare Wifdom of
Chrift in the Accomplithment of fuck great Ends,
in fuch duc awd proper meafures. And thefe
Do&trines which honour the Wifdom of their du-
thar ia fo eminent 2 manner may very well be
thought truly excellent.

4. THEY wse of excellcnt Service to wus. They
are principally fo in a {piritual Regard ; Salvaii-
on depends upon them. The Ends of Redempti-
on were lcft and fruftrate without them. For
Chrift had dyed to no purpofe, as to any {ervice
his Death could be of to us, unlefs the purchafe

of




His Moutb 3s moft ‘wees. ?

of his Blood were applied o our guilty Souls
And fuch an aprlication were imp:acticable on
fuppcfizion we fheuld remain ignorant of his
Dying for us, and ot the neceff:ty of his Death
to procuie our Life; the knowledge whereof
depends entite'y on a Gofpel R-velaiion. This
1S the Jamp 10 caur fc 2 : 1t leads our thoughts up
to the original {pring and fountain of Guilr and
Corruption ; and trom the jfi, fi adam it bring us
d.-wn to tke jec-ad: not Witkout thedifcove rics of
infinite and matchl. s Wifdem, Power aad Gracey
till our Souls rejoyce with the glad Reports of 2
Savicur ; and we become acquainted with the:
Conditions required of us, to the participation of
bis Benefits. — So that if a regard to the higheft
interefts of our Souls can {peak any Dc&trines
excellent, thefe are fo.

S« THEY cerry Morality bigher than ev-r any
bumane Compofurc taught ws to do. Confult the
moft celebrated of the Heathen Morulifis and you
fhall no where find Morality arrived to fuch per-
fe&on, as you find it in the fucred Oracles. It
muft be confefsd indeed of the Heatben that they
would love thcir Friends, and do good to their
Ben:f:&ors ; but to cherifh affeCtion for an Ene-
my, and to repay a Curfc with a Bleik:ng, was car-
1ying the roint ( they thought ) teyond the Pow-
er of praltice or duty. For T«/iy himfelf, in his
Book (Ithink) De Officio, intimates that ‘twas
reafon enough we fhould injure a Neighbour if
he had firlt injured us.* But Chrift expells that
"¢ thould do mere than arbers, and learn N

e On.
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s CHRIST lvely as a Prophet,

feffon. Chriftians muft even pray for them that
defritefully ufe and perfecute them, Mar. 5. a4,
Thisis the Teacher, and thefe the excellent lef-
fons he rtaught. Let us take a further view of
this excellent Office, under the rbird general head,
viz.

IX. THE Manner of bis indruding.

Which was,

1. PERSONALLY. The happy time is record-
ed when he went about doing goed ; fometimes in
miraculous Cares of the Body, but more frequent-
ly inftilling knowledge by weighty and inftrutive
Truths. While he raught in the Synagogues, fome
were happy under the advantage of an oral or
immediate inftru&tion from his lips, that came
up to the literal* meaning of my rexs,
bis mouth #s moft fweet. Such was his excellent
Sermon on the Mount to them that heard it.
¥or when Le faw the multitude ke went up to a
Mountain ( without difpute for the greater advan-
tage of-his Heavers, ) and when he was fet his
D {ciples came unto him and he taught them to
fuch a length that three Chapters (and thefe not
the fhortelt ) are fpent in reciting the fubftance {
of his fweet Difcourfe. — And this Perfonal |
teaching did then very much recommend his Of-
fice ; for had he not purfued this method in thofe
early times of Chriftianity, his Do&rine probably |
had been lefs impreffive ; his Difciples might have
had more room to fufpe€t whether the Doltrines
were hisornot. Or if confirm’d in that point,they
might have had too little regard to his Authorityfby

3 JCA100 .
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His_ M n;a‘b_zis maﬂ Sw-et, 9

reafen of his a' fence.  And be“d s this, had he
not vrugat i s huzane arare, the ma..itfta-
tive part of his Mediaioriil Pe fon, the vifible
terrors of s Diwomiy mig o incapacitaie Men
to r-c¢itve 'is fay ngs. Sot’ar ‘twus a method
well adapted to the nfant flaie ot the Crurch,
an :nd cation ot his wildom, and a confirn.at oo
of his vrac-ous hun ility.

2. FULLI. So he lls his D.fcsgles, John 15.
35. A/} ibiugs thu I baze beard of my Fub.r, I
biv: mide krown unto you. Not al things in an
a'frlu.e fenfe, tu: all things which ¢ n ernd
them 5 a:d which it was expedi-nc thev ftould
b acqua‘ited with, whedher articles ot Fa'th or
rulcs of Pratice, or proper morives to enforce
them. In this qualifiid {enfe te d:iclared the
vhole Counfcl of o4 : And perfe€tion is lovely.

3. WIIH an unwearied 1il gence. He would
freq iently mike occafions for i ftrution, and im-
provzd all that cffered. If he fought relt atr fa-
co.s Well, no fooner d'd the Semaritancfs come to
draw warer, but he forgot his toil and {fatigre,
and enter'd the nobler Suhje& of Lving Waiers,
from the wells of Salvarion, foh.4.6,11. And
(whar demands a more {pecial men-ion and noiice)
he told a Difcip'e, amidft the torture of his Crefs,
Bchold 1!y mother, Joh. 19. 2.

4. IMPARTIALLY ;, without regard to charac-
ters and diftinction. All that came might learn,
a.d he applied himfelt to their refpetive cafes,
even though he ruffled their paTions. He would
tharply reprove the scribe for his pastiality and

- c ambirtion -




| CHRIST lvely as a Prophet,

ambition ; the Pharifce for his piide and Fypo-
crifv ; the Sadducee for his criminal ignorance and
error, the Lawyer for his fevere impolitions on
Confcience, reie:ving to himielf the ey of Know-
Jeige. Thus pungent were his applications, as
circumftances required. For be taught the way of
God n truib; and rcgarded not the perfon of nen,
Math. 22. 16

s. WITH Plainnefs and Simplicity. Hc d'd not
affe& the ftrains of Elequerce 3 nor make ufe of
unintelligible terms ; but kLis flzZc was noblv neg:-
ligent, fimple and frece. And his metb:d was
remarkably clear. When he mult fpeak of fu!//12.e
truths, he trears them in a familiar way, and
brings them down to the lowelt capacity. Twas
not unufual with him to fetch Similirudes and
- borrow Metapbars from the molt common em-
ployments of life. And his Parables of the Sower,
the Ner, the Leaven, the Hiwrvefl, &c. were de-
figncd for this. To accommoda:e his hearers, he
clothed divine Myfteries in earthly Languaze, and
rendered things ( otherwife difficult ) not fimply
intelligi 1>, but eafy to be underftood.

6. WITH rcpea.ed Inflruttions. This occafioned
his multipli: d Faralles on the fame fubje&. To
this, to thar, and to theother thing, is the King-
dom of Heaven likened. He would re-imprint the
fame truths to make the impreffon deeper on
the mind, lelt convi€tion wear off, ard the intend-
ed effett be loft. Our memories are not fo tena-
cious, but they need inculcations : And what was
1o neceflary #he Wifdom of the Father could not
omit, o T 7. WITH




His Mowth is moff Sweer, T

7. WITH Pl afure and Telight. Twas meat and

drink 1o him, 1his was the mear hi- D.ciples
knew not ot, when thy prayed him 10 eat.
‘Twas a greater fauisfattion to retreth Mer’s Souls
with 1p riiual, than s own B-dy with flelily
food. Chrih gave the Soul its pre eminence.

8. Wit Ha iender fenfe of mens Mifcry in the
want ¢f Knowleige. He was a compaflicnaie Teach-
er. When he faw the multitude Jheep mthout
a \hephead, he had compaflion on tham. Fe was
gri-ved ar the hardnefs (f mens b.arts in reje@ling
his precious Counfels, Therefore did Le expreds
his concern for fezufalem in fuch a patherick ex-
clamation, while he dropt his affefti-n over the
City 5 O ferufa'em, Jerufa’ers ! if thox bai$f knoun,
even 1ho. in this thy day, 1he things thar Lelong un-
20 thy peace, but now they are bid jrom thine eyes,
Words full of fympathy, in the molt lively fym-
toms of gri-f.

9. AS confequent upon the former head, Warh
an overflow of joy at the juccefs of bis Minmifiry.
No fooner did his fivenry De ¢ga.es return, and
reported the D:vils fubjetion 'n iris Name, but

he reply d with a hafty favsfa&tion; [ bebeld Sa--

tan, as lightming, fall jrom beaven. And then he
rejoyced m Spurir, and 1aid, I thenk thee, O

Father ! |
HIS general Charalt'r was wont to be this;
A man of forrcws and acqueinted with gr ¢f : but
this fuccefs of his Miniftry gave a furprizing turn
to the whole ftream of affe&tion, and made him
with an impatient paftion rejoyce in Spirir, and
G 2 vent




13 CHRIST levely as ¢ Propber,

vent his joy in the moft fudd.n and cxprefive
manner. .

1c. WITH a pieus Example, eve-y way conform-
ing to his Piecepts. What he fa'd te dd, He
l.ved the applica ion of his Do&trines. He .e.
quired no.i'ng of us, but whkac w its proper
place, ke would and did prattice himfelt  So
that the rul.s of the Curifiian lite weie wenf-
fcribed in the lite of Couff, The vriuss and
graces he d re€ted toin his wwach rg. ve-e coped
cut fair in his Cenverfaticn. We haee 1he ar-
tralt ve pov ers of Precept and Fxam ic wnit 1 10
draw us. A property of tew T:achers befdes
Chr.ft, and of none in fo higha fene avd d cree
of perfettion. Which leads me inio t.e ncxt
particula- te fay,

11. THAT ke taught with Iwer anl Su cefs.
As he rejoyced in bis Saccefs. {5 re had trequent
occafions tor his Jov. His prcaciing was accom-
pan.ed with fuch exrraordinarv (ffects thit his
inv -terate Enemies, who denicd him to ke Ged,
acknowledazed him 10 he mere th¢na ¢ mmon
Man : tor wever man frake fike 1bis Map, faid
the Officers tn the Prasifecs, Jobn =, 26, wlen
fent to apprekend him, ard could ror. The
People were aflinifled at bis D) {(frine, When te
tavght us one taving Auatieriiy, end nr as the
Seribes. Trefe were cold fu: o { lefs Pieachers,
th-uzi they far in .Jofe.’s fta : Bur Chrift {pake
with fuch an agrocable m'xtu-e ot light and hear,
2s “ad a commanding influence upon tue Mind

and Conlcience.
13, WITH
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v2. W.TH o Zrg Con in.:rce. Vi< Do8rines
did nor exp re witn Lis Pertor.  Hz tau. or tor 2
t m- with his owp Mcu:tk, - ard tke 1 de:d g
was sueer ) nd when tae bevtr wasc e hat he
mult go 10 Lis taber, ( there 10 erga.c in a bu.
tincfs ot h gher importance. ¢<ver 1 virg 1o make
in-ercethon tor us ) h: v ¢t all fufficient care for
2 flunitrg Muinithy, commi ciated wwelve spof-
1¢5 10 cxpl'in his ). &on-s and 1o a'+ jifter
his Seals ; t¢ cori‘rue the inttruticns of their
dav to the la «ft P ferty in wrniing, asd 1o
c-mrizat the fictel Cancn with fvch needful
add:tiors as they {: ou'd rece’vs by atrer Infpira-
uons. And tef: h:ve be n fucceeded in their
ordirary Powers ve flanding 4 imaflers of the
Gofpel, with whcra he is prefent to the end of
the Woild. For e gave f me A:cfi‘es, ard fome
Prcghe:s, and for:c toingeifls, on fome L.fi rs
and Teach.rs ; |.r 1le jeijesing ¢ 1le Sairts,
Jo: the w rk of 1e ﬁiinf.)', jor ibe edifyirg lff
1 ¢body of Ciril 3 11.] we ell come 1n1be uniy
«f te Forh, cnd i1be kn-wledge of ibe Som of
Gel, unto a perfelt man, urio 1-¢ meafzre of ite
Serwre el 102 fulnefs ¢f Chrift Fph.a.¥, 11, He
dropt tiiefe Gifts in his i mphant Afcenfion,
as £li ab bis V.an.le. Be is emploved in greater
Seiv'ess for s in Heav n, and row fends f1th
his rabajidors a- thoveh kinfelt did befe-ch us,
10 tray us in Ms fieal 10 be recoaciled io God.
Tis or ipftance of his Care. that he confiders
cur dufty trame, and improves not dng /s, tut
Men of like pailions with us, to inftruét and teach
| Us.
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us. And yet wifelv to prevent the defet of
humane Initructions he teac..es

12.  \TEKNALLY by bis Spirre. This is the
fecond B anch of his prop: rck Office, a~d
hivhly neceuary to give Succe(s to 1 e former.
The :cighteft Miniffors ( thefe purnng and fhan-
ing Lights, in tb: gotien Cundlefiicks ) may con-
fume away o a fuun ad nor gwe a ipiriiual
ditcern'ng of divine Tiuths. For ibe ratural
man knowetl not le 1:1ngs of tbe Spirit of Sou, not
can he till he tecomes Jpir.taal 3 becaule hey
arc [tuitually difcerned. But the Spiru of Cir ft
opens the U.d.rft.nd ng to underftand the Scrip-
tures : The 3p.7z c~ales away the dark clouds
of ignorance and p:ejudice, rarfies the grofs
medium, ftrenzthens the vilive Powers, and ttea-
dily fixes tke mental tye ; by which means
the Soul will not only jec but 7e/ifb Trutk; a~d
this internal reaching being poculiar to Chrift,
who only has the Eyefa/ves, {peaks him 2 more
eminent Prophet than Mafes Lis Type, though
he wus ‘e rned in all tne wifdom of the Ezypri-
ars, 2.d was mighty in word and in deed.

BY this t'me (I fuppofe ) | have perform’d
my ta<k in proving this Dodrine, Thar Cvrift
as a Propket is trily Exccllent, and a'tigetber
lovely.

I {hall now clofe with fome Refeffions upon
this Truih, and the Excelleucies of it.

Infer. 1, IF




En ];‘lo;:b is% ao]lﬂfmen ) 5
Infer. 1. IF CHRIST be the great Prophet of

his Church, We are wndifpenjably obligea io re-
cesve bis Dodlr.nes.

HE is the zrazh that he might be the /ife.
And be teaches the wiy of God in trush. His ad-
verfaries contefs it, and his Office impl es it
For how fhould he be the grear FPr pher; if a
falfe one # And it he be indeed the greit Teuch-
er come from o:d, we muft receive hm as fuch ;
recounting all his fayings to be faithful and
true. If not we di.-honouviChr:ft thwart tae d &ar-s
of Conicience, depr've ocur Souls cof the only
light that can guide them to Heaven, a:=d upon
the whol: break the double bond of duty and
intereft, and incur the imputation of bale ingra-
titnde, and egregious folly, -

2. WE are hkence alfo informed, That mo Doc-
trines bur thefe of Chrift =uft Le recerved.

IF CHRIST be the great Prophet, s pre-
fum'd he has laid foundarion encugh for inferi-
our Prophets to build upon ; and oiber founda-
tion can no man lay than that. His word is the
full declararion of his Will. The facred Cenon
is row compleat ; and in the haids of the Spi-
rit able to make us w fe unto Salvation. And as
tis an adcquate, fo ‘tis the only rule of Faith
and Mannzrs. Whatever Dottrines are found
to correfpond With it, command our beft regards.
Whatever exprefly contradits it, or cant by

na:
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pataral confeavence be inférrd from it, deferves
as much to te reje@ted.¥Y Aud then where is he
foice of bum:.e Awthoriy in meriers purely
confciencious ¢  Nation! Fftablithments and
Ecclefiatt-cal Conflitutions carnot alter the na-
ture of Chriftani'y, nor caufc any opinion  of
mode of Vo thip thar las no toundarion in
Scriprure, howcver piefenred wunder t ¢ 1pe-
cious names of Order an1 D.cency. For what
is t-is but buldly to impeach the W< idom
of Chrift, & to oppofe his Authority, ty zeach
1#g for Dollrines 1be Comm.nimcnts of Mcen 2

3. WE have ghere ke Charader of Chriff's
Am.affadors.

AS he taught fo w'll they teach. Not with
equal perfc€tion, bur in great degrees of imita-
tion, which makes it unneceflirv (o enlurge
here, referr:ng the Reader to the foregoing beads
in the Explication of the Do.. rine.

4. HOW beinous i 1he <in of abufing the Ferfons
or reieciing ibe Counfels cof Cbrift's jaunjul
M. ﬂlj!c rs ¢

MINISTERS muft be confidered under a dou-
ble view: They are Men, and they are Men
¢f Gd. Under the former notion they are no
more than otaer Men, nor can they chailenze
any fup- riour refpet : but in the laft {enfe they

are Minilters of Chrift, and may claim the re-
' | gards
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gards due to them that reprefent his Perfon
and come cloth’d in h's. Au-herity, and the in-
dignities you offer them term nate in Chr fi 5 for
fays he to his Difciples, Luke to. 16, Fic ihat
defpifes you, Icfpijes me. A thing ﬁ.ldom tho's
ot in our degcnerate Age

S. THIS - Mfords encowragement . to he weaks
cﬂ dbllmcs

FOR 1f GOD te the Teacher, who mav not
learn ? If otkers out-ftrip us in their powers,
we have an able Inftru®or, which makes large
amends Ytor that d.-fe®. -Hence tis that we
fometimes obferve Men of contemptible Parts
fo well furnithed with the te't of Chriftian
Knrowledge ; while the Fagle-eyed Phil:fopber
perithes with all his progreff.vc Learning. for
wanc of Vificn.

6. °TIS incumben: on a Pcoplc 22 4] rrzbc tkeir
P; 1ﬁ~1mcy entirey 12 C?Triﬂ :

HE is the Saz of Rngteannq[s ftom Wthh
Miniiters have derived -their reacweed Lights.
He firft quolifies and then fucceeds them, whes-
ever they profper in - their Miniftrations. And
all the reafon in the 'Vorld, he thould Lave the
fole Glory of jt. Should we pretend our own ef~
ficience, and claim a fhare n his Praifes, you may-
juRly send Your Clotl's and take up Sioncs 19 ca_ﬁ

ar s,
D 7. 118
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7; "TIS our common Intereﬁ 10 .afpl)' oKy feI‘W ‘

- 10 Cbr:f2 for tbe teachings of bis Spirat.

WE muft endeavour a Convi€tion of Sin, and
when fo far inlighted as to fee we are blind,
muft repair to this fountain of light. Wreftle
with him like fucsb 5 urging and repeating that
sequeft, Lord that we may receiveour fighs.

AND now having gone 1o fai in a more gesne-
ral Improvement of this excellent Qffice, 1 muft
gather up fome inftru&ive Leflons from it, which
have a feculiar Kefcrence 10 she Bufinefs of tbe
Day, in 2 more immediate Application of them #o

my fef. .

1. THE Honour conferred upon me s what 1
fland engaged to admire,

THE title and office of a Propber are not dif-
dained by Chrift the King of Glory. He ftiles
himfelf the Shepberd of the §'eep. The Evangeli-
cal Miniftrty is a Wotk Originated in Chrift.
Mofes wrote of him, but was infpired by him.
Not only fo, but 'tis a Service which the hright-
eft Inicliigences above are employed -in. For are
they not all mnifkring <pirits, [-nt forth to minif-
ter to the beirs of Salvarwn ¢ A Service tis
that honours Chrift while we are preaching his
unfearchable Riches; the eminent appearance

of his divine wifdom, power and grace ‘exhibi;
| €

I —
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ed in Redemption. —— °Tis a Service defigned
for the honour of Mankind. And unfpeakable

muft be their honour, who are workers s0getbet
with God, | |

SUCH honour have all the Propbets. And am
1 afo among ithem ! Wbho am 1¢ Amd whar 75 -
my Fatber's boufe !

2. IF Chrift be the great Prophet, I muf care-

Jully perufe bis Infiruitions, and clofely adivere o
bis Dottrines. |

FROM him I derive my Commiffion, though
inftrumentally conveyed by the Presbytery. And
I dare not utfer any thing inconfiftent with
what he has revealed. Neither courting the
fmiles nor fearing the frowns of Men. Burt
geaching them to obferve all 1thatr be commands,
however difagreeable to carnal paffion and fecu-
Iar intereft. In order whereto 1 muft conuult
and obey the Scriptare as my Oracle, For ail 5 p-
2ure s grven by infpiratson of God, and 35 p-ifira-
ble for doflrine, for reproof, for correttion, jor inm-
firultion 1n righteouf- ¢!s, 1bat the man of God may
be perfedl, througbiy furnifbed unio evesy good work,

3. CHRIST muft be my Puttern.

I muft as far as I am able to imitate, preach
and live as he did. I muft not confine my work
to the Pulpir, but on all occafions go about doing

Ra . goods
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gond 5 being inflant in feafon, and out cf feafon
confider the ncceflities of the pcople under my
Charge, and make fuiiable applications to them,
I 'muft teach ‘them fil/y without any fecset re-
{:rves from finifter views, not alted by the infe-
riour motives of favour and refpefl ; but regard-
ing tue't Souls more than their Perfons. My
Diicourfes mufl not be framed for applaufe, to
ga n repute from men of pa:ts a:d diftinction.
My ftile muft be as free, fimple and eafy as the
nature of my fubj.& w.ll allow : Endeavouring
a2 free accefs 1o men’s Conic'ences, rather than
touch their fancies, and gratify their humours.
¥ mult be unwearied!y d:1:gent in repeatinz and
enforcng the principles of Religion and effenti-
als of t:e Gofoel ; as delighting in the werk,
Mv Sermons muit carry an affettion with them,
I muft preach as for kzernity, and make nothing
1o much the fuble&t of my joy as the fuccefs of
my Miniftry. Nor is jt {uflicient that I preach
as Chrift did. 1 muft further add a conformity
of /ife ; be the {fame perforn in and our of the
Pulpit ; mv Converfation fhould witnefs for me
in the eye of the world, and my light mufl fhine
beforc men. And hhou?)h I cannot teach with
the Spirnt, yet mult my fpwit go out with m
work 5 vigorous, live])}r’.and altive 3 till Deatg
or other Obftrutions fhall make me inegpable
of Service. |

" 4. THE Glory of my gifts «nd fuccefs nu& le
afcriied po Chril, |
| ALL
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ALL minifterial Accomplifhments are derived
from him ; and if | am any hing, by ne Graee of
Chrift, 1 am what I am. And for fucce’s, couldd
plant as Peul, and wacer as agollos, Chrift by his
Spirit muft g.ve th: incroale. Nor wnio me
then, not unt; me, but unto Him be 1he Glory. .

. s ee ems

5. LET ycar Prayers prevail with Clyift 2o.
qualify me for the folemn Aidion 1am now cniring
upon : 10 go wth me by Lis prefcnce, and to
make me an extenfive Bleffing in fo facred a
S:ation. .

'YOU ne=ed rot be told the importance and dif-
ficulty of this Work, which merits aid requires
the application of @il my powers. 1 need
therefore all your ingereft in Heaven to be im-
proved for me, for ftrength equal ro my burthen :
That I may abound with gifts fanétify d by Grace : |
Thar .1 may be mighiy in the Scsprares. -and
mighty in the Spiriz : may have fpecial as well
as fpcculative Knowledge : Tiat my Youth. may
may not be defp'fed, and that my weaknefs may |
marifeft and commend the exc: llency of Chriltss
Power. Were it not for thar Promife ( Lo, | am
‘with you ) and the expe&ation of it’s being ful-
hil‘d, I thould never prcfume on > sreat a
Charge. Butr whatever be my diffi-ulties, for
numter, kind and d gree, my dependance is all
cn the Prayer of Faith, Let Chjift but zouch

Y

PR .
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xy lip and beart witb a lve coal of bis Altar,
and then make the Enquiry, Whom fhall we fend <

And who will ga jor us ? 1 will chearfully aaf
wesr, Here em 1 fend me.

FINIS.




