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MISTAKES IN EDUCATION.,

. “When I callto remembrance the unfeigned faith that is jn thee, which dwelt first

in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice, and 1 um persuaded that in thee
also.” "9, Tim, j. 5.

with experience. What of true religion has existed among men,
has, with little exception, been found among the descendants of the
faithful.  And this i only what might be reasonably expected
from the nature of holiness, and of the parental relation, and from
the ordinances, declarations and promises of God.

. The connexion, however, between parental and filia] religion, is

very far from beinginvariable. Some religious parents have unbeliey..

Ing and profligate children; others have large families, with scarcel

one religious child; and ap extended family circle, with no irreligious.
member is uncommon, That religion has increased among men,
sho?vs that family religion has been advancing ; but had the children:

of pious parentsbeep invariably pious, the Church long since would
have had Possession of the world,

Why is it that the connexion in this case is broken; that the yp-
eigned faith which dwells in parents, has too often no lodgment in
the hearts of their offspring ?

t i's Very true, ang may be very appropriately said, at thig place,
that piety does notdescend like depravity from parentsto children, by
a principle of nature, or a divine constitution, or any fixed law, po-

sitive or natyra). That which ig born of the flesh ig flesh, whether
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the progenitors be spiritual persons or not. It is written of the
saints, the sons of God, that they were by nature, the children of
wrath, even as others; and that their difference from others, is
referrible to a birth, which was not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. In confirmation of
which all the instances of irreligious offspring from holy ances-
tors, may bejustly adduced.—Itis, therefore, not the mere considera-
tion of piety in parents, that should lead us to look for piety in
their children. Parents generally transinit, in some measure, their
physical peculiarities, and so lay a foundation in their children, for
natural excellence or degeneracy, for refined and elevated, or for
comparatively low constitutional propensities.  But holiness is
always the immediate product of the rencwing and sanctifying in-
fluence of the Holy Spirit. The only child ever born into this
world, who did not need to be born again, was the Holy Child Je-
sus, and the fact that no moral pollution was contracted in his un-
paralleled generation,.is thus explained by the angel to his virgin
mother. 'The Holy Gost shall come upon thee, and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that Holy

Thing which shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of
God.

This important fact, however, does not suffice as an answer to
our question, unless it be true,—Either that renewing grace is
withheld in some instauces by the arbitrary will of God; or that
in some instances this grace is inadequate; or that in some in-
stances parents cannot, or finally, that they do not, through volun-
tary negligence avail themselves of its proffered aid.

The first is not true. No design, arrangement, agency, or de-
cree of God, can be assigned as responsible for the fact, that pious
parents have unholy children. God has declared himself averse
to it, has made provisions against it, and has appointed means for
its prevention. And it cannot be, that he has a secret purpose,
adverse to the efficiency of his own appointments. This sufficient-
ly shows that it cannot be accounted for simply by resolving it into
the will of God.

The second is not true; namely, that the Divine provisions
against native depravity, are sometimes in themselves, inadequate.
Tt is manifest, that all children are not alike in respect to the disad-
vantages of the original guilt. Some from the beginning have
unhappy physical peculiarities. Some seem naturally inclined,
others disinclined to piety. But it surely cannot be that God

gives us children, of such constitutional qualities, that even in de~
fiance of his grace, they must perish. However favorable to piety
may be early indications in some children, they will not become
true saints without the grace of God: and however unfavorable
may be these indications in other children, Divine grace surely
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can sanctify them. Parental piety should neither presume in the
one case, nor despair in the other. In both cases the course of
wisdom and of duty is the utmost diligence in waiting on God for
his blessing.

The third, we must think, is not true ; that is, that though
God’s grace be adequate, there are cases in which parents, to whom
the advantages of this grace are offered, cannot, in any way, avail
themselves thereof th behalf of their children. We must reject
this supposition, because it impeaches God of tantalism in his
overtures of grace. For such tantalism there palpably is, if there
be in fact the alleged impracticability.

It remains, therefore, that the evil be referred to parental de-
linquency. We are reduced to this conclusion, apparently by the
force of irresistible demonstration. We see not how it can be eva-
ded. * Parental delinquency breaks the connexion between paren-
tal and filial piety, or solves the melancholy and painful fact, that
holy parentsll]]ave unbelieving and irreligious children.

The importance of this conclusion, however, in its practical re-
lations, depends on what is meant by parental delinquency. It
will deprive it of all power, to understand by it a mere coming

- short of perfection in the business of education. Since, if perfec-

tion were the condition of the Divine favor, all men would feel
compliance impracticable, and would thus be hindered by despair
from seriously attempting it.  If this were what is meant, to make
out, that the irreligion of children is owing to delinquency on
the part of parents, were to do what in practical application would

‘amount to nothing.

But perfection, under the economy of grace, is not the condition
of the promises—a condition whichnever was, never will be, and
metaphysical precision apart, never can be fulfilled: and nothing
were more reproachful to the Divine mercy than to conceive of it
as refusing its blessing to all endeavors on our part, which are in

‘any respect or degree defective. The delinquency in question,

therefore, must be one not from simple perfection, but from
a practicable faithfulness—a faithfulness to which parents by the
grace of God can attain. The truth then, before us, in demon-
strative evidence, is, that the children of the pious become in too
many instances irreligious and die in unbelief, not from the.arbi-
‘trary will of God, nor from inadequacy in his provisions against
sucha consequence, nor from incompetency in parents to avail them-
selvesof these gracious provisions, but from avoidable and crimi-
nal default on the part of parents ; these epithets being applied in

. Do technical sense, but as they are freely used in common conver-
sation.

This is a proposition, confirmed by all we canknow of God, from
both reason and revelation ; and also by the Divine economy to-
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ward mankind. It is a recorded fact, that before God would suf-
fer the human race to commence its gencrations under the power of
the Fall, he introduced his remedial system ; and it is impossible for
us to doubt, that if mankind had availed themselves of the advan-
tages of that system, as they might, and ought to have done, the
disastrous influence of the apostasy would have been counterac-
ted and therace recovered. A different bekef from this is incon-

sistent with all just conceptions of the Deity, as a being of pure
benevolence.

We will now proceed with our main design in this discussion,
namely, to remark in some particulars on such mistakes or defaults
in educating children, as we have already generally characterised
as avoidable and inexcusable. We enter on a wide field, but
we shall limit our views to such things-as we deem of the highest

concern, and most to our edification, and these we shall reduce to
a few distinct heads.

I. Doubtless one of the chiefcauses of inefficiency in conduct-
ing this great business, is, mistake, or at least indefiniteness of con-
ception, as to its just purpose, or object. That object, ultimately,

is to prepare our children for the sublime end of their creation—to

glorify God, and enjoy him forever in heaven. But as the way to
heaven lies through the earth—as man’s eternity takes its stamp
from the manner in which he fulfils his part on the present stage
of existence—the object to be directly pursued is preparation for
action here—aptitude and furniture for meeting the calls, exigen-
cies, and conflicts of this life.

Is it not to be feared that this idea of the design of Christian edu-
cation has been too often absent, or at least so vaguely and feebly
received, as to have little practical influence? T'he future exis-
tence of children which, generally, alas, is disregarded in their edu-
cation, seems, in some instances, to have so filled the minds of pa-
rents in their religious care for them, that their present exis-
tence could hardly have place as a legitimate object of that kind
of care. The two states of beings have been rather regarded as an-
tagonistic to each other, than as what they truly are in effect, one
and the same state. Education of course, so fur as religion has
to do with it, has, exclusively, respected in some sort, eternity, not
time ; nay, it has been so managed as to give disqualification
for all just intercourse with time and its affairs. The natural con-
sequence is, that the children either become visionary recluses, or

what is much more common, the victims of worldly temptation and

corruption.

Not only should the education be conducted with this life in
thought, .definitely and distinctly, but discrimination should be
made between the different parts of life; and that particular part
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should be kept most in mind, in which the active energy of man
should be chiefly exerted ; namely, the business of his calling.
Here it is, that the Christian character is required todevelope itself ;
here, that Christ is to be served, and God glorified on the earth.
Itis not in contemplation but in action, that man meets the trial of
his spirit, and works out his destiny. It is not by his prayers, but
by his fruits, that his character is known, and God honored before
men. And the greater portion of each onc’s active life-time
should be, as with the Christian it surely is spent in the discharge
of his business. Itis indeed but a fraction of time comparatively,
that should be ordinarily given to anything else. A partof it should
be for recreation, and a part for devotion, but the mass should
be for business, This of course is the important part of human
life, to which educational discipline should have paramount respect.
But is this the common impression of the end to be mainly pursu-
edin Christian education, namely, qualification for the conduct of
business ? We are almost afraid that the doctrine inculcating it
will be regarded as a paradox. If there be danger of this, is it any
longer surprising that there should have been so little success in
the religious training of children? If in the processes of education
there has been a misapprehension ; nay, if there has notbeen a clear
and strong conception of its chief object, there could have been
no effectual reference to it. How then could its attainment, as the
result, have been expected? Why should welook to see the ris-
ing generation coming forthto devote the labors of their life to God ?
If they get through the world creditably and comfortably, doing
their business as others do theirs, and observing set times and du-
ties of devotion, is not this the just amount of what could have
been reasonably anticipated from their religious training? That
they should live among men, in all things, as the servants of Christ,
«ing out and coming in. buying and selling, receiving and spend-
i1z, eating and drinking, to the glory of God,* why should we hope
(v see such a consequence, from a discipline in which the aim to
produce it is wanting ?

* For an illustration of the idea here, which from the familiarity of the language,
seems to have in many minds a very indcfinite impression, let the reader take the fol-
lowing extract from the record of an example in the warks of President Edwards
“Oh, how good, said the person ence, is it to work for God in the day time, and at
night to lie down under his smiles! High experiences and religious affections in
this person have not been attended with any disposition at all to neglect the neces-
sary business of a secular calling, to spend the time in reading and prayer, and other
exercises of devotion ; but worldly business has been attended with great alacrity as
part of the gervice of God; the person declaring that it being done thus it was
found to be as good as prayer. These things have been accompanied with exceeding
@oncern and zeal for moral duties, aund that all professors may with them adorn the
doctrine of God their Saviour ; and an uncommon care to perform relative and social
duties, and a noted eminence in them ; a great inoffensiveness of life and conversation
. in the sight of others; a great meekness, gentleness and benevolence of spirit and be-

havior : and a great alteration in those tﬁings that formerly used to be the person’s
failings.” ¢ .

B e e~ - ——



b4 THE NATIONAL PREACHER.

Let us not be misunderstood. ‘We do not mean to say that in
training our children in the nurture of Christ, the powers of the
world to come, the things of the great, awful, eternal future, should
not be exerting themselves upon our hearts with commanding and
controlling sway. Or, that regarded in itsclf, or apart from its
relations to eternity, this life should not be to us as a vapour,
which appeareth for a little moment and then vanisheth away. To
educate a child for this life so regarded, were to do it an injury, com-
pared to which its murder would be the tenderest mercy. This is
true ; but on the other hand it islikewise true, that when the train-
ing proceeds with such impressions from the infinite future on the
parent’s heart, as lead to no measures of specific preparation in the
child for meeting this life’s responsibilities and temptations, it is as

some great force which spends itself to little purpose for want of @
hand to guide it to its mark.

I1. But perhaps the principal source of error in the training of
children, is in not beginning the business soon enough. Some-
thing should be done in the way of preparation and earnest prayer,
before we can begin our educational appliancies,—before our chil-
dren are born; but our short-coming commonly appears, not only in
omitting or slightly attending to this, but in suffering the first
years of existence to pass away without seriously attempting
mnch in training our offspring for Christ. What a deplorable
mistake! Were our eyes opened to see it, as itis, there is scarce
an error among men, that would strike us as more to be lamented.
It cannot but have consequences of the greatest importance.
Even the first days should be improved as part of the seedtime of
character and destiny. If man, as newly born, is without distinct
exercises of intelligence he is not without susceptibility. Nor is the
first action of his senses without influence on that godlike nature,
which in such exquisite tenderness lies concealed in his frame of
flesh. . The shadow of a cloud, it has been said, does not pass
over the face ofa field without making some change in it : however
this may be, certain it is that an infant does not fix its notice for the
first time on surrounding objects without taking some inmpres-
gion from them? These objects all have their influence, and i
it be undesirable in itself, its result in the child’s susceptible

nature must be unhappy. It is not necessary to this effect, that
intelligence should have begun its operations; our nature can

be effected through ether means. Impressions on the senses, even
in adults, need not the deductions of reason, or the distinct noti-
ces'of the understanding, in order to have influence on them o

eat importance. It may therefore be essential to the highest
well-being of a child, that ¢ holiness to the Lord’ should shine in

the features of those whom its eyes first look upon, andcontro} the

.
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hands that handle it, and arrange the circumstances of its birth-
chamber, and regulate every little function of its infantile nurture.

But how far is our parental care from such early attentions! How
long after the developement of intelligence is it, that we commence
in earnest with our measures of education? Why this delay ?
Can we think it of little consequence to the immortal interests of
a child, that its nature be not subject to holy influences, when the
formation of conscience begins ; when the first discriminations are
made between right and wrong, good and evil?  Yet ix it not, as
a general fact, incontrovertible, that these discriminations proceed
to the third or fourth year without much direct pains, to keep
them under Christian direction ? There may be a geueral
influence in the family and in parental example, favorable to their
just exercise, but the child’s intelligence at this very carly period,
is supposed to be too small to make its direct, not to say its elabo-
rate tuition, according to Christian principles, important, or to
any considerable extent practicable. .

Was everany judgment farther from truth than this estimate of
infantile intelligence ? Let us but consider the amount of knowl-
edge which a child of common capacity requires before the com-
pletion of its third year. The mind of that child has already ad-
vanced to avast size, compared to what it was at its beginning.
It has already become a great treasury of knowledge. How
many persons, places, things, does he know? What a store
of ideas has he in his understanding? How many compari-
sons has he formed among them? How many logical con-
clusions has he drawn? He has acquired the free and easy and
delightful use, perhaps, of more than one language, and can call a
great multitude of names, and has an admirable skill'in construct-
ing sentences and making discourse. Shall the intelligence which
has ccmpassed all this in less than three years, be considered too
small to demand much industry and pains in securing, if possible,
its just exercise and discipline ? Yet such it would seem is the
view generally taken of it, even by Christian parents !

It is appalling to think seriously of the consequences to a child,
of making so little of this period ofits life. Human nature, we know,
begins the exercise of intelligence under the power of moral depra-
vity ; but is it so that this power, for three years, has been presiding
over all those multifarious operations of intelligence which have
been going on in the soul of the child ? Yes, and more than this,
that evil power has been all this time growing in strength. The"
moral corruption.of the child, therefore, has been advancing with

. the progress of its intellectual powers; the latter, thus far, have
been the servants of the former : and will they not also, in the
three years to come, and with,increased probability, in the next
three years, if the child should live so long? And is it to be
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thought unimportant whether corrective influences be used or not,
at the initial stage of being?

But is any success to be hoped for from these influences appli-
ed so early? We answer promptly, much, every way. The
opinion has forced itzelf upon the most enlightened and judicious
observers of infant life, that it isin this precise period, for the
most part, that the secds of character are planted—the elements form-
ed of the leading power, the moulding and fushioning agency in
the moral functions and habits of the soul. |, 1s this opinionill-foun-
ded ? We believe that it will endure the severest exanination.
We cannot doubt, that the day which is to reveal all secrets, will
confirm this proposition, that man’s infancy, comprehending the first
five or six years, forms ordinarily the die of his immortality. Even
the exceptions are witnesses to the eflicacy of the agents which
now exert themselves. If by the divine blessing on educational
labors, in future years, the effect of unpropitious influence now
generated, is so far set aside, that the work of improvement can
proceed, still there is an unfavorable cast of character growing out
of that early period, which thereis no possibility of correcting en-
tirely.

Still we are afraid, that our earnestness onthis point will be un-
heeded ; that the impression will remain, that little can be done
by education in these first years. It seemsto be thought, very ex-
tensively, that the early life of a child must needs advance un-
der the sway of evil : not any culpable remissness, but dire necessity
is the cause. 'What shall we say? Is it not time that this senti-
ment, whether formally maintained, or lurking amid other unutter-
ed impieties of the heart, were discarded, as an impeachment of
the Divine goodness, and an apology for sin? Is it indced our na-
ture’s terrible misfortune, its malignant fate, that it must pass
through a period of years, advancing in depravity, exposing it ev-

ery moment, meanwhile, to inecoverable ruin?  Was it to give an
advantage to the author of evil for making sure of man’s destruc-
tion, that the first years of his existence were made so tender and
susceptible 7  Whatelse must we think, unless we would reproach
our Maker, but that precisely the reverse was the purpose of this
arrangement—that God presents our offspring to us, not untainted
by sinindeed, (for how could that be without a miracle, seeing we
are polluted,) but in comparative innocence, and the most yielding
and governable of all objects—to the intent that we may have the
best possible facilities for applying the influences of recovering
mercy ? What though the virus of depravity infect the race
even in the embryo of being ? Has not God appointed provisions
and ordinances of grace against that original poison ? And if these,
the appropriate means of salvation are faithfully applied, does not

analogy oblige us to think, that precisely because the time is so
early, the success is more probable ?

—- = 5
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And why should it be thought that there is any insurmountable
difficulty in bringing infant life under religious influence ? In mo-
ral beings, intelligence and conscience are simultaneously develop-
ed; and where there is sin, conscience may be made to take cog-
nizance of it, and under just instruction, conscience in a child,
can scarcely be opposed; and with a quickened conscience in
the presence of moral evil, a sense of the necessity of an atone-
ment springs up ; thus in the spirit of a little child, the ground-
work may be laid of an experimental knowledge of the gospel.

We give it, therefore, as our full conviction, our absolute and
abiding testimony, that there isscarcely a more egregious and perni-
cious mistake among mankind, than that of disparaging and neg-
lecting the first years of human life.

III. Overlooking, or not duly considering the depravity of hu-
man nature in conducting the business of education, leads to inef-
ficiency and failure. Human nature is depraved in our children;
it is much more depraved in the world, amongst whom, if death
does not prematureiy remove them, they must pass their days. To
disown or disregard the truth in respect to either fact, is to opena
floodgate of practical error.

Christianity in all its peculiar provisions and teachings, assumes
that moral depravity even in children, is a poisonous infection of
such terrible power, that it bids utter defiance to all lenitives, all
management, in every form, from man and creatures; and will
yield to no other than the renewing agency of the Spirit of God.
The influence of education apart from this agency, may accomplish
many things. It may develope in abeautiful symmetry the con-
stitutional excellencies. It may repress constitutional excesses.
It may correct constitutional vices. It may cultivate the natural
sentiments, refine the tastes, exalt and ennoble the temper and
tone of the mind, give dignity and grace to the manners, light and
authority to conscience, force and principle to character. It may
inspire respect and reverence for the rites and solemnities of reli-
gion; form religious habits, and fill the breast with high religious
veneration. All this, and more it may do. But there are some
things it cannot do: it cannot shed abroad the love of God in the
heart, nor displace our natural enmity to God, nor bring the soul
under the power of the cross, nor diffuse through it the spirit of
Jesus, nor'teach it to live by faith, nor introduce into it any one
of those fruits of the Holy Spirit, without which all virtue is re-
probate, all religion a name or a delusion, and all check upon native
depravity ineffectual and temporary.

Now we submit the question, what is, what must be the differ-
ence in educational appliances, of justly regarding, or of diregarding
this grand cardinal fact concerning the potency of moral evil in our
fallen nature? With what difference in parental views and im-
' 3* . .
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pressions will the t usiness be conducted? Will the parent who
keeps it in mind, that amidst the highest of earth’s advantages and
influences, amidst the purest society and best preceptors he can
find among men, his child will remain subject to an inward vitios-
ity, which will soon prove its remediless ruin, if the Spirit of God
withhold his rencwing power—will such a parent, we ask, in train-
ing his child, have no difference of frcling from one who disbelieves
this fact, or does not give it just consideration ?  Or will an abiding
difference of feeling here make no difference in practice ? We
assume that no one denies the necessity of education. We as-
sume farther, that the parent of whom we speak, looks for the co-
operation of the Spirit only as sought for and depended on, in the
use of appropriate means ; and our question relates to the differ-
ence which this parent’s convictions on the point before us,
must make in the sort of educational power which he uses.
We cannot stay to trace out this difference particularly. It
will spontaneously occur to every one, how such a parent will ad-
dress himself to his work, with a holy fear and trembling, and wi
an earnestness and importunity of prayer, which, in the other case,
must needs be wanting, And it will also occur to every one, how
an education thus conducted, must differ from one not having this
grand peculiarity, though in all other respects equal or superior,
as the influence of heaven differs from that of earth. We will
mention but one thing wherein the difference will reveal itself di-
rectly in the consciousness of the child. Itis the impression
which the child receives of what so deeply affects the parent’s
heart.. The child cannot but learn through the parent’s feel-
ings, its own need of, and dependence on, the Holy Spirit—
It learns this, provided the parent abides in the lively conviction of
the same fact, more effectually than it could by any other means.
The momentous lesson is incessantly inculcated, day and night, di-
rectly and indirectly, by silence as well as by speech, under the
great advantage which the parental and filial relations afford. Now
what we wish tobe pondered here, is the probable difference in re-
sult, as to the religious character and destiny of a child, whose
soulis kept under an educational influence of this sort, and of one

who wants this specifi ¢ influence, however favored in all other res-
pects.

IV. The effect of misbelief or misjudgment as to the moral
state of the world is scarcely less unfavorable.

As Christianity presupposes the entire depravity of our nature
even in infancy, so it presupposes and declares that the advance of
unrenewed man in years, is a progressive subjugation to the power
of moral evil; and accordingly it represents the state of human
society—the unrenewed world—in its relations to God and eterni-
ty, as most deplorably and desperately corrupt. The manner of
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its testimony onthis subject, shows plainly that it intends to make
the strongest possible impression ; declaring of the world, that it
lieth in wickedness, that it is in the interest and service of Satan,
the great enemy of God, nay, that it hath taken Satan for its god ;
and demanding the utter renunciation of worldliness, as the un-
changeable condition of the Divine mercy. It has ever been a
risk of reputation in the teachers of Christianity to aftirm this, but
they are not itsteachers, who do not declare it with much distinctness
and earnestness. Whilethe record stands in the Book of God that
whatsoever is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eye, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world,
so that if any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him ; and not only so, but thatthe friendship of the world is enmity
with God ; while these witha great multitude of parallel scriptures,
stand in the sacred volume in such bold relief; the ministry were
false to Christ, if its voice on this subject were either silent, or
such as to the world’s ear would be acceptable or tolerable. Now
what if the parental heart, in conducting the education of children,
has habitual misgiving, or is without an assured and living faith in
respect to the view given by Christianity of the moral state of this
world? Is not such an unconvinced parent, in one most import-
ant particular, disqualified for his work ? Our children are to go
into the world, where they must either enter into conflict with the
powers of evil, and by the grace of God overcome them, or else
fallin and be workers together with them against Christ and his
Church. If we bring them up in the nurture of the Lord, we
train them for battle and for triumph on the world’s rebellious stage.
But shall we, or can we so train them, if instead of recognizing
the world as lying in wickedness, and hastening to destruction, we
look upon it with eyes of complacency or desire, or allowance ?
It will be the world’s spiritin us, that will give the world favorin our
view, and having that spirit ourselves, we shall with entire certainty,
yea, even of necessity, if Divine grace do not prevent, infuse it into
the hearts of our children.. We cannot do otherwise. We shall
teach them worldliness even in our silence, and the spirit of the
world which is in them, will make them apt and swift learners
without any other instruction. We may teach them religion too,
but we shall give them impressions on religious subjects, which
will rather prepare them for relations of friendship with the world,
than those of a determined and triumphant disconformity toit. To
‘a certain style or manner of religion, the world makes no objec-
tion. Man is constitutionally formed for religion, and of all char-
acters, that which tastefully interblends religion with worldliness,
so as to give the latter its chosen place, stands highest, especially
among the more respectable and elevated classes.

It is, therefore, palpable, how radical mistake in educating chil-
dren, must needs proceed from a wrong view of the moral condi-
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tion of the world on the part of parents. No child receives a
Christian education who is not trained to go into the world, not
to pass smoothly and reputably along in the current of worldli-
ness, but with enduring firmness and meekness, to maintain the
most uncompromising opposition to it. This it is, and nothing
short of this, to live among men the life of a Christian. The pur-
pose and end of Christianity is, a complete moral revolution in
human society—to ¢ make all things new’ in the commanding prin-
ciples and objects of human existence : and they are not exemply-
fying the spirit of Christ without which no one is entitled to the
name of a Christian, or serving the cause for which Christ came
into the world, who do not make this the grand purpose and endea-
vor of their own lives.

If, therefore, we would know whether we are earnestly and with
probability of success, bringing up our children in the nurture
of Christ, we should look well to ourselves, as to the impressions
and feelings with which we habitually regard that mass of active be-
ing among which our dear offspring are so soon to intermin-
gle. Has the world no such appearance to us, no such spiritual
character and relations, no such prospects in reference to the fu-
ture state, as to make us think it very important that our children,
while in the midst of it, should be altogether distinct and heaven-
wide separate from it, as toits spirit, principles, purposes, and ends
oflife? Nay, let us propose the question to ourselves more narrowly.
Let usinquire if we think there is but little to be excepted to, little to
be renounced and resisted in the better, yea, even in the very best
portion of worldly society ? How do we look upon the accom-
plishments, the acquisitions, the company, the pleasures, the ele-
gant modes and ways of life, of the highest class of all ? Have
we almost no objection to our children’s falling in and taking their
course here on account of these great advantages? Alas! if wedo
not think that all these advantages multiplied a thousand fold, would
be infinitely unworthy of being coveted for our children at the sac-
rifice of their non-conformity to the world, how essentially,thow com-
pletely are we disqualified for the work of theireducation? Nowhere
1s the spirit of the world in greater power and strength, nowhere
is it more difficult to be opposed, nowhere is it more ensnaring,
more seducing, more triumphant, than in this upper sphere of its.
dominion. If whenwe look into it, we areso taken with its charms
that we can no longer see much to be dreaded or deprecated from
worldly influences here, our children will probably have an eter-
nity of regret, that the business of their early training did not fall
into different hands. With such a profound blindness to the true
¢haracter and state of the world, we can give them no other edu-
cation than one which assumes that man was made not to glorify
God, and shine forever in his kingdom above the brightest of the
firmanent, but to glitter for a moment to the eye of sense, and then

pass away into the blackness of darkness forever.
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V. We have now considered, briefly, what we take to be the
chief sources of mistake in the education of children. There are
certain particular errors, perhaps not easy to be classed, which if
the time permitted, we might here expose with much advantage,
but of them we must content ourselves with the briefest notice.

1. Children are often led by the example, if not by the instruc-
tions of their parents, to think of Christianity as unsocial and misan-
thropic ; an enemy to innocent enjoyment, the cultivation of taste
and improvement in our temporal condition ; indifferent if not un-
friendly to the institutions of society and the progress of science
and art. How fatally erroneous and hurtful is this impression
concerning the holy religion of Christ. Christianity though anti-
worldly, is not morose or anti-social. It is in all respects the best
friend of human happiness. It seeks the highest advancement of
man inall his legitimate powers, tastes, capabilities and enjoyments.
It does not identify worldliness with the work and ordinances of
God, but directs us how to use every creature of God for our good,
and bids us to rejoice therein with thanksgiving. To give children
the contrary persuasion, is to set the nature which God has
given them, at variance with the instrument of their salvation.

2. Where Christianity is not thus made to frown with malignan't
severity on the institutions and customs of social life, it is still too
often invested with the garb of despotism, in other respects, by
parental influence and example. The parents, though Christians,
are not habitually happy and heavenly in the frame of their minds;
they do not abide in that spiritual mindedness which is life and
peace. They are not sufficiently free of legalism with its attend-
ant bondage of fear and doubt, of severity and sternness; and itis
well if they do not either infuse the same unlovely spirit into their
children, or prejudice them fatally against the gospel, by leading
them to identify evangelical piety with inward gloom and au-
-sterity.

3. Very unhappy results often spring from the want of discrimina-
tion in suiting discipline to the constitutional peculiarities of chil-
dren. Christianity is always one and the same, but in applying it
to individuals, it may be essential to our success, that our manner
vary, to correspond with their varying characters and circumstan-
ces; and the rule of becoming all things to all, is as important to
parents in educating their children, as it is to ministers of the gos-
pel in winning the.souls of men. Some children need indulgence
which to others would be ruinous; and some require the inter-
mixture of indulgence with severity, in a proportion which only
the wisdom that cometh from above can adjust.
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4. The end of much pains in education is often defcated by cross
influences on the part of the parents; as when one of them is not
pious, and by example, if not by precept teaches irreligion to the
children: or, when one has a different standard and kind of reli-

gion, and a different judgment as to measures and principles of dis-
cipline, from the other.

5. Parents sometimes injure the souls of their children, by their

manner of correcting them ; administering punishment more in
anger than in faithful love, and using greater severity against acci-
dents or carclessness, than against moral trespasses or obliqui-
ties.

6. The power of education may be fatally impaired by not
proceeding in the work, as God’s representatives and ministers,
appointed by liim to this very thing; but undertaking it, as exclu-
sively of our own will and to answer our own selfish designs and
ends ;—the difference here being all the difference between the in-
fluence of God’s name and authority, and that of sinful man’s.

7. Finally, itis a quite common fault of parents, that they do
not fall in with the measures of the church, for the spiritual good
of children ; neither desiring the prayers and labors of the church
in their behalf, nor urging upon them with any becoming serious-
ness, a fulfilment of the sacred obligations arising from their con-
nexion with the church.  As if the covenant of infant baptism,
both in respect to themselves and their children, were an empty
ceremony of no significance or influence whatever, or were of itself

efficacious and saving, independently of every other means and
agency. '

We close the discussion with two short remarks. In the first
place, the glance we have now taken, at the causes of error in edu-
cation, confirms us, in the conviction we expressed in the first part
of the discourse ;—namely, that it is owing, not to fatal necessity,
but to a truly culpable delinquency on the part of parents, that
there is so much of irreligion to be found in Christian families.
The contrary doctrine, has sometimes assumed to itself great
sacredness, as an essential partof orthodoxy; andin deference to it,
the promises of scripture to parental faith and dilligence, have been
understood in a sense which implies that they are rather proverbs
than promises. But to say nothing of the violence which it offers
to the word of God, and the reproach which it casts upon the Di-
vine goodness, and the justification which it affords to one of the
highest forms of human unfaithfulness, we are persuaded by con-
sidering the evil in question in but a portion of its manifest and
well-known sources, that here is indeed the responsible means of
what may be well termed, the grand hindrance to the gospel among
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mankind. With this in our view, as illustrated by the foregoing
observations, we do not wonder that the children of the church
mingle with the world, in such frequency, that the work of God’s
recovering grace cannot be kept in an onward movement, without
bringing in others to take the deserted places of baptized apostates.
No, we see nothing to wonder at, but that Christian parents should
care so little for the eternal well-being of their offzpring, and should
have so little thoughtfulness or sense of their own high privileges
and far-reaching responsibilities.

In the second place, we are persuaded, that there is soon to be
a greatly increased attention to the education of children in Chris-
tianity. ‘The immense importance of this business must ere
long be seen and acknowledged, as hitherto it hath never been.
Already a favorable change has taken place ; and this change must
go forward, with increasing rapidity, as the set time for the con-
version of the world draws on. Looking at the laws of our nature,
the analogies of Providence, the experience of former times, and
above all, at the explicit testimonies of the Divine word, we are
constrained to believe, that the leaven of Christianity, will diffuse
itself through the mass of human nature, not so much by the im-
pulsive agency of societies for the reformation of particular evils,
or even by local revivals of religion, as by the still and patient
work of training up children in the nurture and admonition of the
gospel. 'We would by no means be understood, as disapproving
or thinking lightly of these instrumentalities: on revivals especial-
_ ly,—on mighty outpourings of the Holy Spirit, our hope rests, for
the triumph of Christianity. But what we hold and what we would
now enforce is, that these and all other agencies, will mainly
prove favorable, by leading to one great silent reform throughout
the families of Christendom, in the one matter of the religious
education of children. Our chief wish is to arm this sentimentwith
such power, that it shall become a practical principle, throughout
all the households of the saints on earth. We long to see every
legitimate agency for promoting the cause of Christ in the most
active and energetic exercise ; and most earnestly would we pray
that abundant effusions of the Spirit of God, may attend the exem-
plary use of these means of salvation; but still, what we rely upon
more than all things else, for the universal and permanent spread
of the gospel, is a baptism of the Holy Ghost upon parents, and
the representatives of parents in the church, which shall show
them what they ought to do in educating children for Christ, en-
able them to do it, and keep them engaged in the work with a dili-
gence proportioned to its importance. ' :
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