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Our National Religion as a Basis for Teaching the Christian 
Morality with Christian Sanctions, in 

Our  Public Schools. 
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I. Let  us, in beginning, clearly state ~ v h a t  rhe Xmericn~l doctrine 
of Religion and the State is. I t  exists and may be defined. 

1. It proceetls u11on the assumed fact t ha t  there is 11 disti l~ctly 
moral nature in the State.  Omitt ing 3Iulfo1.tl's ~ v e l l - l c ~ ~ o ~ v n  s ta tement ,  
which has  received such distinguished assent,  we present tha t  of Free- 
man the  philosophic historian: "That  a nation in its public dcalillgs 
should be guided by the  same general priucil~les of moral contlnct by  
which an  i l~dividnal is  o r  ought to  be guided in his private conduct, 
is  a t ru th  which seems in\-olved in  the  very conceptioli of national 
being." (Princeton Review, November '78). That  eminent penologist 
Dr. E. C. Wines (father of the  one  now so favorably Ir~lown) ~ v r o t e  
rhus: "The Sta te  11as now beconle by this submission of will (he held 
a modified form of the social-contract theory) a moral person, invested 
with personal at tr ibutes,  subject to  personal obligations, and  capable 
G: deliberating, resolving and acting in a personal capacity. I t  is  a 
b ~ d y  politic . . . . I t  is a un i t  not  a n  nggregate. I t  is  a n  organized 
product having an internal vitality, ~vork ing  out its own growth and  
ripeness-though dependent all  t he  while, in i ts  organic capacity, on  
the  Great Being who is the founder of nations, no  less than Creator 
of men" (I-Ieb. L3n.s. p. 42.) So Burlamaqui ( t ha t  wise old F rench  
author I heard Tom Corwin commend to one  of his law students) says: 
"The condition of the  being of the Nation, a s  the power and minister 
@I God in history, is in its moral personality." 

  his moral nature of the  Sta te  underlies t he  American doctrine 
rtot because any ac t  of Congress e r e r  explicitly affirmed jt. o r  because 
Courts e r e r  decided so in te rms,  but because cornmoll sense (with no 
Ronsense of Realism, o r  refinement of speculation, o r  folly of assuming 



a subjective tiling to  have necessarily a n  ol)jecti\-e existence) decides 
t h a t  when men who are  moral agents :Ire ~ ~ n i t e d  together in go\-c'rnnieur. 
accortling to l~ecessit ies i n ~ l ) l a n ~ c d  in ~ l ~ e i r  nntnre by their  Creator and 
for  d i s t i~~c t ive ly  n ~ o r a l  entls: men do, in r l ~ e  collective I~ody rlius formed. 
come 111lder moral r c s~~ons i l~ i l i t y  \viiich iIUl)lies 3 cle:lr1y llloral llatllre 
in ])o(ly politic. Orhcrn.ise \ye a r e  lauuched iuro rile ai)surtliry rhar 

men may o l ~ t a i n ,  concerning moral obligation, in a body wha t  they 
neither tlesire nor coultl obtain a s  iatlividuals. viz.-rl~e liberty 0 i  
action witliout correspontling responsibility. 

9 T h e  moral ~ t ; i t c  \crol<s fo r  tlirection ill   lie moraliLy ir musr -. 
adopt and  for sanction \vhich 'rill nlal<c rliat morality effective and 
supreme;  and i t  fiuds 11otl1 in the nature nncl \\-ill of God. Th i s  i s  rhe 
familiar t r~ l t l i  of history \ ) c i ~ ~ g  fo~und a s  Plutarcll s l ~ o ~ v s ,  c\.~?ryn.here 
c\-cn anlong the l~eat!~cll. 

3. T l ~ e  State.  IIOIV bcco~ne religious t ha t  i t  may acconll)lisll its 
moral n ~ i s s i o ~ ~ .  lnllst not lcfislatc ;111ytl1iug c o ~ ~ t r a r y  to llle moral 1)re- 
cepts \vhirll Cot1 mal<cs Ic~~o\\rn;  a ~ ~ t l  nlust enforce these ~ ~ r e c e l l t s  only 
so far  a s  they concern ovcl't :lets. . 

.I. The  State. rel igio~ls Lor itseli, is  ullder I)oIIds to Carrj- 0lli 
justice to  the utmost attai11:11)le limit. in its administratio11 because 
i ts  laws a re  fountled upon ~ I I I ~  r c p r e s c ~ ~ t  the justice of Gotl. 

5. The  Sta te ,  religious for itself, In;ly and of rigllt ought to eml)loy 

a11 i ts  educational appliances and facilities toivard the 1)rep:lration of i ts  
citizens for  the  exercise of every virtue tleulanded in the  lams ant1 in rhe 
life tlley estnblish-tl~us ~ ro \ ' i d ing  fo r  the minilllunl of l~hysical  
restraint  by providing the  masimum of 111oral impttlse. 

6. ~t the s ame  time, the  Sta te ,  rcligiolls for itself, may and lnust 

g ran t  f ~ ~ l l e s t  liberty of conscience in all ma t t e r s  of o l~inion,  since the 
divine I;lw has cllarged it only \vitli sul~erintendence of action. I t  1nnY 

not force any to  the  belief in o r  support  of religion, it may not e s c l ~ ~ d e  
any f rom its e n l o l u ~ u e ~ ~ t s  or privileges on account of unbelief. The  
just  l i ~ r ~ i t s  of religion ill the  Sta te  embrace (1) Toleration of differeut 
sccts:  (2) I\'o penalty or t1isabilit)- on  account of 1.eligious preferences: 
(3) No tithings o r  r l~urc l l - ra tes :  (.I) S o  c o m l ~ ~ ~ l s o r y  legislatiol~ con- 
ccrlling the spiritual interests of mcll but onl>- their  I I I O S > I ~  illtelests 

:~ntl con t l~~c t .  
7. ,\nd i t  n111st be added to all tha t  this Sta te ,  religiorls lo1 itsrlf: 

m ~ i s t  Ilr s ~ ~ c l ~  a1  thc free cl~oicc of its constituent citizens. 'She Ameri- 
car1 idcn was  the  o ~ ~ t g r o w t h  of conviction a1 thc  I~eeinniug. I t s  ~lracticnl 

sll1)rcrnarj- is still tlie ontgro\ \~th  oL r o l ~ v i c t i o ~ ~ .  I t s  cstensiou into the  
f ~ l t u r e  Inllst Ire thc r c s l~ l t  o i  the saiuc s ta tc  of leeling. I t  canuot 
tolerate the  idea of a religion iorced upon a n  un\villin: people. There  
must I)e n o  t l ictatio~l of Pope, or Pr ies t  or Protes tant  chu rc l~ .  Tho 
ndoptetl r c l i ~ i o ~ l  nlrlst lie no  1)olilic.al fictio~l, An I~ones t  clin.=ill!: ro 

is the  only one I-Ie car1 I)enl. \vitho~lt  n l r l ~ o r e ~ ~ c e ,  and the only olle 
nation can lwar without utter  fin:ll t lcnlora l iz :~t io~~.  

The  Aluerican idpa is tha t  t he  Sl:lte (1) 1)cill: of a mornl Ilat!lrP: 
(2 )  1 ~ ~ l ~ 1 ~  irself rcsgonsil~le ro C:nrl h r  it:: nlol..ll I a n  niltl nlornl i i i i :  

(:;I \v i l l  nut 1cgisl;lte aga i l~s t  His 1)recel)ts and c u ~ ~ t i l ~ c s  i ts  lcgislutiou 
to overt  ac t s ;  1.1) is  bound to execute justice ro all nleu: ( 3 )  ulay :lllti 
ulusr educare ro ruorali~\-  with divine sanctions: (I;) is counmissiotlcd 
to g ~ ~ a r n n t e e  freetlom o i  conscience, the most prccio~ls o i  hulu:u~ 
l i l~cr t ies ;  aud (7) I L I C ~ L I S  iu its \'PI'?' esscllCc t l ~ c  g c n l ~ i ~ l e  cou~ ic t iou  or 
r l ~ c  popular heart. 

11. Proof tha t  rhis is the X m e r i c : ~ ~  Idc:~ a ~ ~ d  Intlic:~tion o l  kloiv 
\ve sl10111tl Es t i i l~a tc  It. 

1. Our origin is C I ~ r i s l i ; ~ ~  autl origiu is vit:liit).. Of reliqiou :ind 
language JIilx JIullcr tells us  the former  is the s t r o ~ ~ g c r  111otliiying 
inllueuce in rcligicrrls life. .\'ever ditl history furnish so c l e ;~ r  ; I I I  illus- 
[ration a s  is fount1 iu O I I ~  history. Cl~urch and S t ; ~ t e  11cvcr existed 
a s  a ~ ~ i l t i o u a l  i n s t i~u t iou .  Ultra-montanism was never eve11 l~irl ted at .  . . I he  com~nercial .  o r  sec t~lar ,  view of g o v e r n m c ~ ~ t  \v ;~s  11al)l)ily u ~ ~ l i n o \ v n .  
so tha t  \ve were born into this American idea o f  a State religious for 
itself. This \\!as a n  origin possible only by and  long with thc  grea t  
\vol.ltl i ~ ~ i l ~ l ~ l s e  rlescl.ibet1 a s  t l ~ a t  

"\TThcn civil aud religious liberty nfere uo t  only formulated a s  prin- 
c>il)les. b ~ ~ t  :~cl~ieved tllrough ~nyr i a t l s  of martyrdoms, \\-hen t l ~ u s  t l ~ c  
n~ot le~m State and the  modern Ch11rc11 first cmc~.getl and 11ega11 to bc 
adjustetl iuto r l~e i r  relati011 ;IS iutlel)e~~tlcnt. organisms subject to  the  
same supreme heat1 and n~ir~istcl . ing in tliflercnt sl1hcl.c~ to t l ~ c  accom- 
plishment of the s ame  ult imate t l e s ig~~s . "  (Dr. A. A. Hodgc.) 

W e  canuot lose sight of the  iml~ressive fact that  diviue Provitlcnce 
seems to have alloted this land to  the  possession of a r ~ a t i o ; ~  crf j ~ ~ s t  

such a Christiau character a s  we bear. I t  mas reserved 11util religious 
freetlom hat1 I~ecn rst:~blishcd i l l  Euglautl autl ~ ~ a r t l y  ill 13urol~c. Tile 
1:intl was iilled with selected iu~n i ig ran t s  \vlio were ~.eli,oious in earnest ,  

L~ut with too many forms of religion to allow a n  e s t a l~ l i shn~en t .  Our 
institutions nrere forced into ways of equality a ~ ~ t l  l i l ~ e r t ~ r  and fr;ltcl.llity 
which a re  favorable to the ~ ~ e r v a s i v e n e s s  aud popularity of real religion. 
W e  nel'e f ~ia l ly  freed by pur~i t ive  d i s p e n s a t i o ~ ~  Iron1 the  slavery \vhicl~ 
contradicted our  n.l~ole ~ o l i t i c a l  aud  soci>il :~utl  ~.eligious fillre, ant1 all  
I!as been confirmed by the  n~a~ .ve lous  de\*elopme~lt  o f  religion typed 
k'om s ta te  colltrol I)llt f ree  to influellee in turn ,  by i ts  onrn n;ltiye force, 
the life i t  hat1 (lone so much to f o r n ~ .  'rhis origin \\.;IS no t  tlesignetl i)y 

11s any more rllan our republican government \ifas. I t  nras found in the 
sit11atioll. as  Provitlence presentetl ir, and i ts  central i(le;l was the only 
rnodns viveutli n.11ich could be fo1111t1. I t  was evidently of ~t \\'as the only class over the  vast p1atea11 of progress. 

f'. Onr colollial I~eriod is full of the salue teaclliug. \\:itllollt the  
religiolls element ollr fiunl ~ ~ n i o n  ~ v o ~ ~ l d  Ilave 1)een ilnl)ossil)le, lrad 

thcrc I)eell ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 ' ~ - r n o r l t ; l u i s r n  \ r r  Iil1(1\\1 \vllaJ n.o,r](] ]layc reslllterl, l l : l r ~  
there been E~)iscopacy alike in : I ~ I  the c o l o ~ ~ i e s  never s~loll l( l  haye  
left  the morller c o u r ~ i r ~ .  ~t I\-ns freedom of fornl colul,illc(l Ivith I.eal 
religious cnl.llestness \\-hich resultetl in the p e c ~ ~ l i a r  c.olnl)in;ltion ,,.lli,:h 
still persisrs 



3. In rhc  national period c h ~ ~ r c h  and stare is gone forever. but t he  

Christian s ta te  rem;lined to blossom into frllitage in ou r  whole experi- 
ence of the  formative period. Transit ional periods b e s ~  disclose l ife 
tendencies. After the  rapids we find the  ballast of the  Christian idea 

of the  s ta te  lying unmoved in t he  whole and steadying the  vessel for  
i ts  onward voyage. T h e  five great  documents which mark  the  forma- 
tive sragc a r e  suificient l~roof.  I but enumerate but dare  n o t  discuss 
them. ll'e have earl iest  the  declaration of Rights of the  Continental 
Congress of 1774,  he deputies of which were to meet in thc  city of 

I'hiladelphia "in ortlcr to obtain juch cstablishnlent a s  t h a t  their re- 
ligion, l:l\vs and liberties m a y  n o t  be subverted." Then we h a r e  t h e  

Articles of Confederation and a definite religious tone in the  document 
which submitted them to  the  legislatures and in the  d e r o ~ l t  aclrnowl- 
edgement of their  having been nccepted. T h e  Declaration of Independ- 
ence glows with i ts  four-fold appeal t o  God. T h e  federal constitution 

is no t  neutral  to\vard all religions-see Justice Storey's declaration a s  
to  the first amendment ;  and not thoroughly secular because it con- 
templatcd the  widest moral ends and not positively irreligiol~s since i t  
is one thing to be si lent about and another  to oppose religion. I t  is 

almost religiously positive in i t s  date,  in the recognition of the  Sabbath,  
iu t he  first amendment ,  which protects religion, ns n'ell as  forbids 

i t s  abuse,  in t he  permission of a religious oath,  though it does no t  
prescribe one, and in the  extension of t ha t  oa th  to  s ta te  officers. T h a t  

the  powers of government are  derived horn the consent of t he  governed 
is  not  a n  anti-Christian sentiment,  since i t  refers to the form and not t o  
t he  essence of government,  and  is  so understootl by most eminent  rell- 
gio-political authorit ies.  T h e  consti tution is cryptogamously religious 
and may become phaenogamous a t  any t ime the people may desire with- 
ou t  any  radical change. Remember Bancroft's explanation of the  con- 
st i tuent 's  negatively religious character-"Not f rom indifference, but 
tha t  the infinite spiri t  of eternal t ru th  might  move in i t s  freedom and 
purity and pomer." 

'I'lle Nortllwest Terr i tory  Ordinal~ce ,  born in the  same eventful 
ycnr (1787), not  only s tands  for  itself in th is  mat ter ,  but illunlinates t he  
cunstitution which mas accepted by the  s ame  Congress. I t s  matchless 
cleclaration can never Ile effaced from our  records, nor its massive worlc 
;ill ready accomplished be ignored in our national life. 

"Religion, morali ty and knowledge being the condition of human  
hnppiness and of good government,  schools and the  means of Instruc- 
tlon shall forever be encouraged in this territory." 

And all t h a t  these documents contain has  been carried out  in a 
consistent line of coi~t inuous  legislation concerning the  things which 
most intimately touch a l ~ d  most powerh~ l ly  affect t h e  interests and 
well-being of every community and  local un i t  of government.  I need 
no t  even e n u ~ n c r a t e  them. Our land is full of them, and owes i ts  
noblest position alnoug the nations of t h e  world to such consistency 
mlth them a s  mc h a r e  been able to  exhibit. 

.I,  he varied nckno\\'ledgeriiei~ts 0 i  this 1latiou;ll d o c t r i ~ ~ e .  with 
esplauation of some ap11;u.ent deuials. I musc here Icave out o i  cou- 
sideration, only allutling to the last  nlld most ~igIl;ll-l)ec:lllsC lnost 
delil)era[e, extended, argumenraiive and  jutlicinl. Tha t  is tlie ilccision 
of the Suljrellle C O ~ I I ~  of tile Cnited Stntcs relitlered by Jl~stic-c I3rexcr 
ill Aliell Colttract Lal)or C;lsc. February  ?!I, 1S95. I t  is e s l~ l i c i t  a11t1 
has Ilevpr Ijeell> contradicted. It resuines tlie I~is tory  o i  t l ~ c  luntter, 
cites various judicial decisioils and closes thus:  

"Tllcse alltl u a u y  o t l ~ e r  mat tcrs  which migllt I)c   lot iced :it111 n 
volume of 1111onicial declarntions to the mass o i  organic 11tter:luces ~11:it 
this is  a Chr is t ia i~  ~ l : l t i~ l l . "  

w e  cannot too highly estimnte tllc Dositioll \vhicll is thlls fii\.en 11s. 
It is 110 snlall thing tha t  me may 1)llt f i r s t  among all sources oi 
ptlblic thallltsgiving a l~ t l  re;isoIls for inlitual c o n f l a t ~ ~ l n t i o n  th is  u i~ iquc  
and thorol~f i l~ ly  original ~ ~ o s i t i o n  of the  United Stntcs ill its religious 
position and practice. W e  must  e m ~ ~ h a s i z e  t h e  fac t  tha t  olir coriutry 
presents tbe  first grea t  con~nlon\vealtll of tlle world's history ill wl~icli 
religion has plnyetl (even a p p r o s i n ~ a t e l ~ )  i ts  proper par t  O I I  the ex- 
tended fieltl of 11:ltional life. Th i s  position once properly estimated,  we 
s l~a l l  ilever 11e either cajoled o r  threatened into the : ~ b a n t l o n n ~ c ~ l t  of it. 
I t  contrasts wit11 all the anciellt enll)ires, with Greece a l ~ d  Rolne. aud 
with all  uncivilized ~ ~ a t i o n s .  while it differs witlely from the  practice 
and escels the theory of the civilized. W e  cannot  avoid satislaction 
aud a just pride nut1 l~rofolllld grnlitlltle for n position ill this tlilficlllt 
matter concerniiig which there a r e  so inally varieties of p re sc~ l t  opiuion 
and practice in this closing year of t he  nineteenth Christian century. 
The  general doctrine wllere the  Roman Cat l~ol ic  Church rules is Church 
over State.  Tlle Russian itlea would seem to  be State ovc!r Cl~urc l l ,  
though both a r e  so blelldetl a s  to  be hardly distinguishable to t he  out -  
side n7orl(1. The  German idea is S ta te  over Church within the l i ~ n i t s  
which vary largely with times a ~ ~ d  occasioi~s. The  French collccl~tiou is 
S ta te  over Church ulider the definitions of Napoleon's oppressive COU- 
cordat. The English believe in Sta te  over Church b11t modified by the 
popular will as  expressed by the  Hollse of Commons. Everywilere i n  
the world of to-day i t  is ei ther t he  oppression of c o ~ ~ s c i e ~ l c ~  by the 
slowly developiilg Dowel. of the  Rornish supremacy o r  the heavy l ~ a ~ l d  

of s ta te  interference b e n u n l b i ~ ~ g  spiritnality, a ~ ~ d  repressing Christian 
ac t i \ ' i t~ .  Our dnlcrican idea drops anrag from tlle Sta te  the  nror(l nlld 
the idea of t h e  Church, and deals with religions a s  n posit ire and pre- 
servative illner force and presents a Sta te  religious fo r  itself aud a 
governnlent cau r e s ~ o n d  to the deeply religious cllaracter of t he  
people (the source of all power) \v i t l~out  illjury to personal liberty o r  
freedom of co~iscience. 

I t  is clear tllerefore, tha t  We sllollld have no  hesitation o r  uncer- 
h in ty  Or concealment in this matter.  National religion sllould be a s  
distinct and effective iu its sphere a s  personal religion is-of nfllich 
it been well said tha t  i t  is everything o r  nothing. w e  sllollld Jvatcll- 
fully colljerve all tlle Christiali features of o11r national life, we sllould 



more openly confess 0111. Christ ian nilcional chal'clcter. l y e  s l ~ o ~ r l d  more  

~iu!~es i t ;~r ingIy  con fo rn~  our  lcgislariou and life to  o ~ ~ r  C11risri:ln prin- 
ciples-never forgettillg the  c e ~ ~ t r a l  sec~lr i t ies  for lil)eI'r? o i  t.otlsc~ience. 

111. 'i'llere is a \vl~.ole series of consitleratious \vhicli denionsrrate 
t he  i m l ~ o r t a ~ ~ c c  a ~ ~ d  va111e of our Sa t iona l  Religion-\vhich cnn here 
receive the  merest meution. 

1. 'The soci;~l science oi  o ~ ~ r  (lay is teaching the  s1111renle in~liortance 
of religion a s  :r force in uarional life and development. 

2 .  Egually does i t  apl)enr a s  f u ~ ~ t l a m e n t a l  in [lie account given us  
of the  origin of the  State by political science. 

3. Ant1 we cannot u ~ ~ d e r s t a n d  rhe function of the Sa t iou  iu His- 
tory without the 11rltlel.lyiug religious te~~dencies .  
I. By our  n a t i o ~ ~ a l  religion \ve select O I I ~  uational ~uora l i ty .  

5. l lTe  ~ l i l l i e  tha t  C h r i s t i i ~ l ~  mor;~l i ty  effective by co~i iorming to ir 
t he  grea t  body of our  laws. 

G .  According to t l ~ o s e  la\vs \ye make  our tlemantls upon all those 
who live uutler them for  n charxcter a ~ i d  a conduct coi~formetl to them 
and \vor t l~y of t l i e~n ,  and \vc I a l~o r  thus  to create a  atri riot ism which 
s l ~ a l l  bc serious enough and s t rong en011g11 to e~icot~nrel .  tile esigellcies 
of onr  times. 

7. In tlie name of our  nationnl religion \vc ellforce the  eqllality 
\vhicl~ makes  America tlie land of the average luan beyoud any soil 
under the sun. 

S. In  the  name of our  ua t io l~al  rcligio~l nle seeli t11;~t dominance 
of conscience in the emerging American character \vhieh is  alonc worthy 
of our origin and n~liicli alone can give us  tha t ,"moral  ~)on'er" \vliich 
Emerson declares to be "thc fire of fire, the soul of soul ant1 t l ~ e  force 
of force." 

9. By appeal to oilr national religion me aim to  consti tute such 
international relations a s  to malie us  a t  once the destroyers of inhuman- 
ity in Culm and the most effeci-i1.e pleaders for 1)eace anlong the assembl- 
ctl n,orlrl-po\r,e~,s at  the  I lague. 

10. 'I'he s t i~ l~ i l i t y  of our  l i l~cr t ies  a11t1 tlic permanence of 0111' 

ilistitlltio~ls drpcnd I I ~ O I I  our  national religion. 'I'liat th is  is  our deep 

c o ~ ~ v i c t i o ~ ~  Dc Toccl~~cville asserts-thus. " [  am certain t ha t  the  
A n ~ e r i c ~ i ~ n s  I~old r e l i g i o ~ ~  to be indispensable to the  mnintcuancc of 
~ ~ e p u l ) l i t - i ~ ~ ~  i ~ ~ s t i t u t i o n s .  T l ~ i s  opinion is not peculiar to any  class of 
citizens, o r  ;I ] ) ;~ r ty ,  but i t  belongs to  tlie lvhole nation and to every 
r a ~ l k  of socicly (D. in :\. 1). 2 % ) .  W a s l ~ i n g t o ~ ~  tlitl 11ot I~elieve we could 
h i ~ v c  morality w i t l ~ o ~ ~ t  religion, nor stability ivithout both these pillars 
of tlic Stale. (Scc Farewell Adtlress). Dr. S torrs  of Broolilyu, (serus 

i l l  c r~elum ret1e;tt) 112s said:  "It lias bccn lieltl from the  beginning t h a t  
Christiallily is tllc basis of olir rcpublic:~n empire. irs bond of cohesiou, 
its l i f e -g iv i~~g  la\\.." And Ex-Scc~.ctar?; Eva r t s  tleclares tliat "One might  
a s  \yell c s ~ w c t  onr  land to lieep its climate antl fertility, it salubrity 
sntl i ts  1,c;luty. \Irere the glohe looseued froui the law \vl~ich lioltls i t  

,111111,'E.v.v 1;). ill,'. .\'. i.. . . v~ ' t~ l ' l< l . .  : : ! I  

i l l  ;in orbit  \vherc \vc feel the  tempereti r;l(liance ( l i  rllc s~l r l .  ;IS to collnt 
ullon the  preservation of r l ~ e  tleligl~rs and plories of liberty for a people 
 st loose from rcligiol~ \vllereby 111:In is bountl ill h:~rnlouy \vitll thc 
moral government of God." 

I\.. .\'(,\\. \ve ~ o n i c  LO t l ~ e  a s sc r t i o l~  t h : ~ t - o ~ ~  this basis of our  
r\nle~.ic;~n ~~~~~h~~ of Iieligion and the State.  so  eilsily tlclilietl, s o  cle:~rIy 
rji.ccernil)le in ollr history, SO freely ;111d S O  fl.e(lll~ntly nclir~o\\~letlged by 
(,]]I. ~); l t iona] allthcrities : ~ n d  s o  in i l~or tnnt  to our  f u t ~ ~ r c  n;l t iol~al \\,el- 
f;lre-ollr ~ ~ a t i o ~ ~ a l  religio~i lias its place iu 0111. sc l~ools  a s  i~~tlisl)ut: tbly 
and in the sanie ] ) ropor t io~~  a s  i t  has  in the State. 

Tile p r ~ ~ ~ o s i t i o ~ ~  is almost self-evident. Tlic fountlation is a n ~ l ~ l c  
2nd the  logic irresistil~le. Nothing is  more  i i i ~ ~ ~ i l i a r  than tlic \\fell- 
I ; ~ ~ o \ \ I u  tleclar;~tion: "ll 'hat yo11 \\'ant iu the u i~t ion  yo11 must put into 
t l ~ e  children." A nation,  religious for itself, may ant1 must II:IVC a n  
c t l ~ ~ c a t i o ~ i  t ha t  c o ~ i t ; i i ~ i ~  :11l i l ~ c  rcligion in it \rrllich csl)eriel~cc has 
1,roven necessary for tlie I)ur])ose \\,liicl~ the  Sta te  lullst s ~ ~ l ) s c r v c .  The 
Christian morals a r e  to be taught to tllc clliltlrell of tlle IIIOI.:II  s tate 
antl on the basis of the Christian sanctions wl~icll have d e t c r ~ n i ~ ~ e t l  
rhe choice of the Christ ian morali ty by the  State. 

Nothing can be more important tha11 the  right conclusion hcrc ;IS 

~ io th ing  can be more destructive than a wrong one. Many voices a r e  
heard, a s  recently a t  the National ISducational Assoc ia t io~~  a t  Los 
Angeles. One plead lor tlle iguoring of all tbnt  liatl been l~elt l  s;~crctl 
hitherto and the  substi tution of the morals of evolutio~~-if  : I I I ~  O I I C  

could discern them amid the theoretical anti theses of the pii1)cr. !\II- 

other dwelt upon tlie l~ropr ie ty  of carefl~lly guarding enviro11lue1it and 
studying heredity, but seemed not  to see tliat far  more rol111st a11t1 
tljrect treatment uras demanded in or11e1. to counteract evil a l~ t l  nlor- 
nlize a g e ~ ~ c r a r i o n .  Painful  u ~ ~ c e r t a i n t ) .  is  s l ~ o \ \ ~ n  cven by SIICII  a n  ;III-  
thority a s  our Commissioner of E t l u c a t i o ~ ~ .  I-Ie writes thus in tl1c1 
report of 1896-7: "While the education of tlie American people supl)orttatl 
by tascs  acd  puhlic funds is  bcco~ning niore ilnd more rigidly secul ;~r  
in character, ant1 the lines drawn more  clearly nrl l icl~ sep;lr;~te il fro111 
ecclesiastical and religious instruction,  yet  the  t rue  importance of relig- 
ious instruction is  coming lo be better uutlerstood among scientific 

and philosophical thinkers." Here  the system of gublic etlucation seems 
to be going one way and the  thinlcers another.  T h e  t r e ~ ~ t l  oC 1111b1ic 
education seems to  be  anray from t h a t  which intelligent l l ~ i n l t i ~ ~ g  11er- 
cei\'Cs to be the right way, and tha t  because it must  be secular. since 
it is  supported by taxes. In  our  public schools, says  Edward Evere t t  
Hale, i t  is not a choice between a teaching of moralitj7 "without enlist- 
ing the aid of any  theological system" and teaching "enforcetl by the 
sanction of any particular religious opinions." " ~ t  is a choice between 
the  former teaching and none." 

I t  1s evident t ha t  nre need a s t rong  reassertion of the doctrine ~vh lch  
has  =lade kept Our education Christ ian thus iar .  Tlle necessity is 



plain for proclaiming the  indispelisability arid suficielicy of thc  iounda- 
tion zilreatly ser i o r t l ~ .  -1 Chrisrian nation's  righr and duty is to teach 
in all its scllools rile Cb~.isriall n~ora l i t y  \\-11ich can lualte such citizens 
a s  Cl~r is t ian  i ~ ~ s t i t u t i o ~ ~ s  d e n i a ~ ~ d ;  a l~ t l  thar u l ~ o n  such a basis of Chris- 
t ian s;tnction a s  \\.ill malte (since it alone can malie) this morality 

effecti\,e, pervasive a ~ ~ t l  pe rmane~ i t .  President Eliot, of 1-Iarvard, has 
said:  "So l~ody  :rno\r.s !lo\\. to tencll nlorality effectil-ely \vitllouL re- 
ligion. Exclude religion from erlncariou a ~ t d  you \\-ill le:~\-e I IO iotunda- 
t ion OII  which to build ;L nioral cllar'nc'ter." 

Tllc point of contacr her\\-ec-n Religiou a ~ i d  the State in c!lucation 
cannot  possibly Ile ignored o r  tlellietl. .'Tlirce linlts," said Dr. Schaic', 
"counect t he  S t a t e  \\.it11 r e l i g i o ~ ~ :  T l ~ e  f;%n~ily.  the  Sab l~a th  and the 
public Scllool.'' 'Sllis I I I I I S ~  be so, by the  11utt1re of ed t~ca t io~ i  itself 

\\,hich ca1111ot l)c less than the develol)~neul of the  \vhole n a t ~ ~ r e  with 
each pa r t  ill i ts  prollcr relations. l'llat means  uot only 111oral educatioll 
bnt the  supremacy of t he  moral in character and co~iduct .  S o  reason- 
able pl~ilosol)hy of education is  left  to  deny this. I t  is n r i t  large in 
history,  also. Only the  smallest  exceptions can be found to the law 
that  national religion does control  t he  national education. 11oreover 
t he  extent of t he  task  to  be  a c c o ~ ~ ~ p l i s h e d  necessitates this contact. 
C1:11rcl1es and individuals may do all rhey !\-ill, a ~ i d  even all they can,  
but the Sta te  must  enter effectively or t he  uiidertaliing call never be 
o\.erlalten (as, indeed, it never has  beeu). TVhen the  Sta te  enters it 
cannot  ignore t he  moral n a t t ~ r e  no r  the  fact tha t  the  only ~ ~ r a c t i c a b l e  
morality is the  Christ ian nor  the  ltindred fact t ha t  the  Christ ian mor- 
ali ty c;~rlliot be l.ealized \vitllotit t he  Christian sanctions. Th i s  is simply 
to  say tha t  the Sta te  must  cducat- a s  a civilized institution-since there 
is but one civilization in the world to-day and tha t  is  Christian. W h e n  
the  Sta te  would educate for citizensllip i t  caunot  forget t h a t  the  citi- 
zeusllip of intelligent conscience is the only  one  consistent with security 
on the  one hand and 1)rogress on the  other.  These  a r e  the  two things 
which tlie world most  needs and u ~ o s t  v igol .ous l~~ demands and the  
very things for  nrhich the  Sta te  exists a s  society's chief instrumentali ty 
for tlic 1111blic \\-elfarc. W h a t  other welfare is  so radically important:' 
It  is  in11)ossible to nli~lie n final a d j u s t m e ~ ~ t  ill education ~vh ich  tloes 
not  depend up011 some reasonably satisfactory a d j ~ ~ s t m e n t  of relatiolls 
of the Sta tc  to Rcligion. 

Om need of a n  ac tu t~l ly  1)revalent nioralily can,  also, neither be 
ignorcd nor deliietl. A11 our  records are  full of i t  xhe the r  social, poliri- 
cnl or l~cnnl.  The  increasing grorrth of crime is a special and signal 
nolc of alarln. AIorality is not less needed ill 1)ublic life than in 
private but  more I~ecause the inlerests visibly affected a r e  greater. 
Now t l ~ c  n~ol.ality tha t  cannot  s tep  out  o f  ~ ~ r i v a c y  and get  itself regis- 
tered a ~ ~ d  cffectire in and by ~)ul)lic will may a s  well abdicate a t  once. 
S o m e t h i ~ ~ g  \\.ill override it a t  every poilit of importance a s  long a3 
11umau nature  remains the same. X system of right and wrong which 
has no1 virility and positive trutll aud sanction enough to  control men 
:rlld colnmunities. and ~ r o t l u c e  ~ l lo ra l  unity in t he  body politic, and 

get itsell' es l~ressed i l l  rliose great records of the clerl~er 1ilur;rl con\-ic- 
t i o l l s  ollr 13\r.s, 11111s~ Ije pronounced thoroughly in~~t lc 'qu;~tc  ior 
llle lleed of ~notlcrll society. Xl~t l  fro111 tllc side ol' the Cl~r is t i ; t~ i  111or- 
al i ty itself \r.llo ~ 1 1 ~ 1  I ~ a s  ;I s l ~ a r k  of religiolis c o ~ ~ \ - i c l i o ~ ~ ,  \\-ill :isscrt t h ; ~ t  
ir is lllenl1t t'or priyntc n11t1 11ot for 11rtblic life-t11;lt i t  is u~ i l i t  ior I I I ~ I I  

in nlnsses, tllnt it is i11;ltlequate for nlotlerll l i k .  1-le \vllo \\-auld : l s s < ~ t  
sucll a []ling nlost be s t r o ~ ~ g l y  Zorgert'ul o i  t l ~ e  ~ n o r a l  l~ is tory  ol  thc 
\r.orld. a s  \r.ell as  s t r ; ~ ~ ~ g e l y  \r.illillg l o  lilllit Got1 \\-llo \\-;ltcl~cs o ~ c r  t11;lr 
his101.y. 

'rile s a ~ ~ c t i o ~ ~ s  ;111d t l ~ e  111oraliLy lnusl. go togetllrr. 'l'l~is, too, is in 
tile 1l;ltlrl.e o l  the case. T l ~ c  t\vo ;Ire revcalctl toget l~er .  T l ~ r  l\vo ; ~ r c  
11rged Logetl~er. Ei ther  is i ~ ~ c o n ~ p r e h e ~ ~ s i b l c  \v i t l~oul  the other. Alc11 
\vo[rl(l al\r:iys tilit1 the t l e i~~a l~c l s  05 Lll~~.isti;~il 1110r;llily i;11. too cs;lctin,< 
\\.ere it 11ot ior tlie i l l~ i~n ina t ion  give11 thein ill the s n u c t i o ~ ~ s  by \rhicli 
they ;Ire accolul~arlictl. l ) l~ ty  a ~ l d  r e ~ ~ a r t l ,  tlisoI~etlic~nc.e ;tnd ~ I I I I ~ S ~ I I ~ I C I I ~ .  

llcre \vitliin a11d Iiere;~fter, before a n  i~sse~nble t l  ~vorltl r;lnllot be tor11 
:~sulltler. Such t l~ i ty  tlenlalltls srlch sailction. Sllch sarlc~liol~ is ;111pro- 
1)riate only to sue11 dnty. Vaillly do nleu n t l en i ]~ l  to teill. :11):1rl this 
warp and I\-ooC of the tlirine \ ~ e a ~ i n g .  I t  is us true to 0111. iiilture :is it 
is to thc  nature  of virtne,  t111d ;IS both m e  to the  nature of Cotl. TVcll 
does Dr. Schaft' exclaim: "\Tihat will become oC the  Sta te  or school 
which is indifferent to  the S~u ida~uen ta l  v i r t ~ ~ e s  of l i o ~ ~ c s t y ,  integrity,  
justice, teml~erance!  And l~o\!~ can these o r  ally other r i r t ~ ~ e s  11e n1ol.e 
effectually maiutained aud ~ ~ r o l n o t e d  than 1)y the solcnin s a u c t i o ~ ~ s  of 
t he  religion wl~ ich  binds man to God?" 

Jus t  here beconlev a11l)arent another  ncccssity for cx l~ ib i t i~ ig  n 

solid basis fo r  Cllristian-morality teaching in our  111111lic sc l~ools .  11 
is in the brief logic wllich I heard read a t  the  National Teucl~ers '  Asso- 
ciation las t  Ju ly  I)>. the B i s l ~ o ~ )  of the  Ronian Catholic Diocese of 1.0s 
Angeles. Basing h is  uudenial~lv correct assertion upon the  la l~guage 
of George nrasll ingto~i 's  Fa re~ve l l  Address, 11e claimed that  religion 
is necessary to  a symll~etrical  education. And this was follonretl imnictl- 
iately nfitli t he  1)rol)osition: "But our  Sta te  is secular a11[1 caniiol 
teach Religion." Tha t  was euotlgll. Grant  the postulate and t l ~ e  con- 
clusion 11e wished tha t  audience of t l~ousands  of teachers to  reacli was  
inevitable-viz: ille Roman Cutllolics  nus st be allon7ed to  have sepai.atc 
schools (which means ~ ~ l t i m a t c l y  the division of the school-Iu~ld \\.it11 
all whic l~  tha t  menus). To  brealr t l ~ c  force of this logic, I~owever,  tlie 
enthusiastic spealrer remembered tha t  it. ~vo111d be urged tha t  a 11on- 
sectarian religion could be found which ruigllt 11e taught in tile public 
schools. To  !\-llicl~ he i u ~ n ~ e d i a t e l y  replied: "I an1 unable to  conceive 
Of a non-sectarian ~.eligion." 

But immediaiely Jve malte answer  by the t rue  An~er icau doctrine 
that  our S ~ a t e  is llot a secular but a Christian Sta te ;  tha t  it call ant1 
mllst teach the  Christ ian sanctions;  t ha t  this is  j11st tha t  non-sectarian 

we need in our  public schools, being tha t  "general and tolerant 
Christianity" which Webster puts so aptly,  and  n.it11 sucll gelleral con- 

a t  the basis of Our laws. :rud wllicl~ TITasllington's Fare\yell ~ d -  



t1l.es.s recoynizes so clearly :ls r~ t t e r ly  indispensable to our  ~ia t ional  uiur- 
;llity thrls lo  o u r  11:lricln;rl \vcliare. Sranding on the platform of 
!]le xa t iona ]  Refornl Xssoc.iaric111 n.hicll seelis to underline :111il exhibit 
;lnd tlllls s t r~ l lg t l l en  tll:. really Christian ~11ar:rcter of o r ~ r  national 
!ire, \ve are  a t  oncc able to s r t ~ l e  this ulost in1port:rnt qr~estion.  Here  

:vp :)re a t  the ~ ln r t i ng  of tile \vays. Take  a\va>- ~ l l a t  is nolv so  lnuc-h 

our 1)ridc ant1 our  security-rl~e place of Chirsti;lll inorals on  :I Chris- 
1::ln l);~sis in ollr ~ ) l~ l ) l i c~  scl~oola-;lntl yo11 haYe nlatle of etlut~utioll 
~ ~ l o s t  p o ~ v e r f ~ ~ l  r ~ ~ g i ~ ~ e  of rlestrr~ction. ICindle for it, i f  possi1)lc. a ye t  

111ore l ) l a z i ~ ~ g  e ~ ~ t b u s i : ~ s ~ ~ l ,  11o11r i t  ye t  a greater 11roporti011 of our  nlar- 
vc~llo~is m ; ~ t e r i ; ~ l  \vealt l~,  i~ l tcres t  in it yet more ~~ro fonn t l l y  lllc lieellest 
tl1i111;ers ant1 t l ~ r  tleepest soci:ll syn11)athies. a~lrl  you have only. 11p011 
this s u l ~ p o s i t i o ~ ~ .  i~~c rcase t l  i t s  t l e s r r~~c r ive  po~ver .  Th i s  is no more  
111;111 thc  C O I I ~ I ~ ~ O I ~  sellsr t l i i ~ t  expects thc greater mass \ \ rh ic l~  h:ls es- 
c.;ll)etl con t~wl ,  t o  \vorli the greater nlischief. Hantl m;ly join in hand. 
s r . c~~ la r i s t  ;lntl Rom:unist may he fount1 s ~ r a n g e l y  united in denying the  
11l;lc.e of Cl1risti;ln s ; l l l c t i o~~s  in our  schools, but \vc can never be clel'eatetl 
;ind O I I ~  11o11le systcm of public etlucation call Ilevel. be shattered by 
; ~ n g  c o ~ ~ s p i r a c y  o r  ;iccic!ental conjunction of opposing forces. It is the  

llest expressioll of the  tleepest princi]]les of OIIY national life and on it 
~ v c  tlepentl for bringing oltr heterogeneous nlasses in to  homogeneity. 
'1'0 i t  \\'e look largely for the creation of tha t  typical Xmerican char- 
;tcter by \\.l~ich we shall  be recognized even more clearly in t he  political 
\iorld of the  f u t ~ ~ r c .  F rom it \ye expect the lessening of crime and the  
fi t t ing o l  our  t \ \ rent ie t ! l -c~nLu~'~  1)opuIation for  t he  twentieth-century 
~ ~ r o b l e m s  a ~ i t l  de i l l i~~lds .  W C  callnot surrentler o!~r schools and we will 
not atl.empt to Iceep t l ~ c ~ n ~  by auy compromise which will sacrifice the  
cssentinl condition of thcir  vnlue and ponrer. 

'1'1111s there l~ecomes yisil)lc a s  \ve hold o u ~ '  :\mericur~ doctrine o f  
Religion a ~ ~ d  t l lr  S ta te  in close comparison with ou r  American system 
of e t l~~cn t iou  a most exact and insl)il.ing relation bet\\'een them. They 
a r e  conip1emellt:iry ant1 nilltr~;llly i11dis1)e11sdble. They ~ r o c e e d .  in fact, 
i r o ~ n  t l ~ r  snlnc sol~rcc,-viz:, tlle ~ i t a l  rcl igiol~s sentiment of t b r  A n ~ e r i -  
can people. l ' l ~ e r r  is general tolerant Christianity i n  one ant1 ill the 
otl lrr .  :u~tl  i t  ha s  ;I right to be in both as well as in either. I t  is Iolly 
11, drc:lm of n n~itltllr g r o ~ ~ n t l  here. Between secular is~n in t he  State 
\ \ i t11  c,stinclion oC Cl~rist iai l  teaching in t he  schools on the one  side. 
; I I I ~  t11e C1lristi:ln Sta te  wit11 Christ ian s r l~oo l s ,  there c ; ~ n  be no  com- 
promise. 1Jltim;ttely this c o u ~ ~ t r y  can no more endure being hall-  
s c c ~ ~ l a r  an11 hall  Christian t11:1n it coultl e ~ ~ r l u r c  heing half slave ant1 
I f  f c .  Neither ou r  nation no r  our school system can ever be sect]- 
I :~rizrd in the  s r n s r  o i  a n  absolute tlivorce iron1 religion. If chaplains 
;Irr in congrcss. \ v l~y  not i l l  schools where men a re  fitted for congress? 
I: 1 ; 1 1 : 1 i i s  1 r e l i i o ~ s  ol)se~'vanccs go into t he  a rmy ,  
n.11y s l~o~ l l t l  111ey 11c tlenietl to  t he  boys who will be all 
t h r  b r t t r r  so l t l i c~s  in any just cbanse for all the  inspiring 
ant1 ~noldini .  influences \vhicl~ th r  religious sanctions of char- 
:~ t . tc r  :111(1 ( T I I I ~ U C ~  can I ~ r i n s  to I ~ r n r  in their  ])lastir y o ~ ~ t l i ?  

in our own schools be kept si lent? 'iT'h:~t 11scfu1 oHice c;trl rti;tulis- 
giving (lays ;~cconiplisl~ which school-\vorsliip \\.ill  lot nialir ruortx 
certain ant1 nlorc vnlu;lblc? 

Idere Ict me qllote a tleclaration of the S111)rcnlc Court of >li~>hig;ln 
(rendcretl Qec. '9s). ~vhich sust:~ins forcibly Ll~e vl:lin~ now rn;~tle: ~ ~ ' I ' I I '  

ordinance of 1 i S 7  declzued t h a t  rcligior~,  n~ornl i ty  nud lino\\~letlgc \vcrc 
necessary to good government ;~n t l  t l ~ e  happiness of m ; ~ u l c i ~ ~ t l .  ;~nt l  pro- 
videtl tha t  for these jillrposes, schools all(] l l ~ e  nicans of cdr~cnlion 
s h o ~ ~ l t l  be encouraged. I t  is  not  to be inferred t l ~ a t ,  in fo rmi i~g  :I con- 
st i tution ~ ~ n d e r  the authority of this ordinance, the  c o n v e ~ ~ t i o n  inte~~rlc~ll  
to ~)rohil)i t  in t he  1)ublic sc l~ools  all nlcntion of ;I s~ll)jccst \ v l ~ i c l ~  tl1~1 
o r d i n a ~ ~ c e .  in effect, declared tha t  schools \Yere to be establisi~cd ro 
foster.'' 17nrther the  Court  says.  "l t  was tlor~btless tile o l ~ i n i o l ~  of t l l c .  

f ~ , a n ~ e ~ s  of that great  docllment (Ordinance of 17S'i) t1i:lt prrblic sc l~ools  
\vould of 11ec.essity rend to fosler religion. . . . T l ~ c  Inngr~:~gc o f  t l ~ i s  
i n s t r ~ r m e ~ ~ t  \vl~en read in the light of the fact t l ~ t ~ t  this was  a t  illat 
(late n Christian nation,  is s u c l ~  a s  to ~ ) r e c l ~ ~ t l e  the itle;~ that  t l ~ e  f r am-  
ers  of this Co~~s t i t u t ion ,  in h a ~ m o n s  with the  principles contninetl 111 

r l ~ e  OrdinLl~~ce, '  intended . . . to e x c l ~ ~ d e  nliolly fro111 t l ~ c  schools ali 
rcierence to the Bible." Then the Court rrfe1.s to t he  constnllt c r ~ s l o ~ n  
~vliich had been observed, and em])hasizes the  s t r e ~ ~ g t l ~  given tlliit 
custom by its originating coincident with t l ~ e  C o n s t i t ~ r t i o ~ ~ .  I t  sug- 
gests tha t  "this universal usage extending over so long n ~ ~ e r i o t l "  \ \ ,o~~ltl  
be "deemed clecisi~e" in any ordinary mat ter  a s  a practical c o ~ ~ s t r u c t i o n  
made by the  ad~n in i s t r a t i ve  1)ranch of the  gal-erll~ilent." 'I'heil .ludgc1 
Cooley is  quocetl a s  holding that  gene~.ally : ~ c c e ~ t e t l  constl.~lction, con- 
tempol'aneous \ ~ ~ i t h  a Constitution may be strongly prcsun~etl  tu I)e 
correct as  a n  interpretation of i ts  meaning. And this ~ v l ~ o l e  c ; ~ s ~  I I I ~ I ~  

be talien in essentials from l l ichigan to  the Ilnited States. T11e 11ri11- 
cil~le is the same. The  general s en t ime l~ t ,  \vhen our founr l a t i o~~s  \\ere 
Ii11t1, was \\.holly ant1 clecitledly in favor oC sllc81i mol.al tcacliing in o ~ l r  
schools ns sho~lltl be buttressed and lilade effrctive l ~ y  the  sanctions 
of the commonly received religion. 

And che tluty of put t ing  the  sanctions be l~ i l~ t l  the  n ~ o r ; ~ l s  in ou r  
~ c h o o l s  becomes only the  clearer when you remember th:rt evcry 
11ati011 11uts i ts  best t h ing  (so consideretl) most carefully into its scl~ools.  
The l lohammetlans 1)ut their  Koran there. T h e  Chinese 11111 tlleir 
Confucius there. The Gelmans  plant t l ~ c i r  n~ i l i t a ry  ant1 intellectual 
spil'it tliere a s  ye l l  a s  their  religion. Fo r  us, t he  Christian in us, is 
conlessedly our best thing. n ' h ; ~ t  a n  a n o n ~ a l y ,  t11e11, to Ica\.c it ou t  
of onr scl~ools,  while nre claim it a s  our  greatest  tlistinction. 

That  noble 1)ody o i  teachers, s teadi l~r  coming to a most important 
force in our  national life, lino\\n a s  the National Etlucation:~l Associa- 

tion, in session nt Chicago, gaye u t t e ~ a n c e  to  this declaratioll: "Re- 
solved, first, that  the a t tempt  to separate the cllltivation of moral and 
~ntellectual  powers \vhich pre\,ails to a certain extent in tho school 



sysLem of to-day is unphilosophical, injurious to children and danger- 
ous  to   he Sta te :  Second, tha t  in the  judgment of this association 

the  Bihle should be recognized a s  the rest-book of ethics, and tha t  the  
U'ord of Cod, which made f ree  schools. should hold nu honored place 
ill them." 

W e  mus t  teach Christian morals on a 1)asis of Christ ian sanction 
because n o t l i i ~ ~ g  else can conjistently be taught.  \Ve a r e  not of any  

pagan rcligiox~ and \ye a r e  not atheistic, a i ~ d  nre a r e  not indifferent.  
Tlie I~oolcs of the Eas t ,  with their  ethics of despair o r  of political espe- 
tliency, al l  repudiated by 1,itteres.t centuries of experience a re  not to 
be tlloiight of. T h e  morals of theism always remilid the \\'orld of the 
horrors of the Reign of Terror  in Paris.  I\'e a r e  far too earnest  a 
people to  be indifferent. You cannot dechristiauize Americn.': The  
task is far beyond a n y  se t  of men o r  ally combination o i  hostile iuflu- 
cuccs \vhich can be brought to bear. Religion is going ever deeper 
into tlie nation's lieart. Any serious a t tempt  to  1)anish it from gor-  
ernment  ant1 education will a\vaken the  opposition of even the  appar- 
ently apathetic when once the a t tempt  is fully comprehended. I t  will 

I,e lilcc Secretary Sc\vartl's ~ ~ r o p h e c y  of \vllat tile nation would do (and 
what  substantially i t  did) when the  people should come to understand 
tha t  the  Union \\'as really in danger. 

Our national religion appears cox~stantly in our  Ia\vs (hot11 Sta te  and 
Federal). Wha t  a n  anomaly i t  would be to  esta1)lish s c l ~ o o l ~  to  ensure 
glatl ant1 conscientious obedience t o  law and yet exclude the  reaching o f  
the grea t  underlying t rh ths  concerning Cod ant1 m a n  wliich 11a\,e given 
tllosc laws their  place in the  s ta tu te-bool~ by first writ ing them in the  
I ~ e a r t s  of the  people. 

Nearly the  whole tlecalogue finds expression necessarily in ou r  
legislation. All df i t  tloes, \ r l~ i ch  clearly concerns conduct (overt act) .  
W h a t  a n  anomaly to prevent the  repetition in our  schools, in a n  a tmos-  
phere of reverence for the God who gave them,  and  of lrindliness to all 
inen urhom they protect  and  befriend, the  ~ua tch le s s  precepts and  
promises of the  Ten  Commandn~en t s !  Mr. AIoody, (God keep his mem- 
ory green in this lantl 11e lias done so  much t o  bless) longed for a "Ten 
C o m n ~ a l ~ d m e n t s  revival." T h c  glace where it slioultl begin to  be 
~ ~ c r ~ n a n c ~ ~ t  and  ]~crvasi\-e is in our schools. There  is the place 
to  plant drcp t l ~ c  princil~les t ha t  will endear to the heart  and commend 
t c ~  1 . 1 ~  jutlgmcnt these conservative and prophylactic regulations. Out  
of s u c l ~  inlluences will grow the  population which will consider obedi- 
r ~ l c ~ c  to thcsc c o ~ ~ ~ r n a n d m e n t s  i n  civil a l la i rs  a s  naturitl a s  breathing-and 
a s  delightful. Only the  sanctions can make  the  1an.s acceptable to  
liunlan sclfisl~ness.  Wha t  consummate  folly to  leave tha t  selfishness 
to get into adamant ine  resistance instead of softening i t  t o  ready com- 
l ' l i a ~ ~ c c  by elPecti1-e sa~lc t ions  fo r  justice and self-restraint. The  
Decalogue is in our  courts and excluded from our  schools. Tha t  is  jus t  
t he  way to graduate untold numbers  f rom the  scllools where the  ten  
comnlandments were forgotten, into the cour ts  where they must  con- 
f1.011t then1 from tlic prisoller's doclc. S t r ip  these precepts of their  

majesty. of their origin. and ~ a l r e  out of them the  thrill o i  the tlivinc 
voice tha t  uttered them ant1 then tu rn  to  the \vretchetluess o i  t!lc police- 
court  as a substi tute! Taltc away from the tlecalogue its s u b l i u ~ c  con- 
densation into supreme love to  God ant1 equal love to Inan a ~ ~ t l  then 
depend upon the  harsh voice of man 's  retribiitive justice to produce 
the  n'ithout which men will perlletually transgress these prc- 
tepts! What madness! How shall  we have  the  right-doing, conscience- 
obeying, God-fearing ant1 man-loving citizen who is the  ide;ll of our  
];l\vs, by banishing tha t  itleal from our  scl~ools.  

i\:or will t l ~ e r e  be found ;insr belief for  those \\.l~o dcsi1.2 scc.ul:tl.iz;i- 
tion, in the plea tha t  moral cu l t r~ re  on a Christiiin basis may safely be 
referred to  t he  liomcs ant1 the c h ~ ~ r c l ~ e s ,  t he  Sunday-scllools :i~id tlie 
Reformatories. Tlle deception is too transparent.  Not ally o r  all of 
them can be considered a s  atlequ;ite to the taslc without t he  publlc- 
scl~ool system. Relnember with what  illdifferent success the whole 
congress of influences is now being exertetl. Hear  the  i~ ln ios t  terror- 
s t r ic l~en inquiry: "Is this t h e  best ou r  whole system of moral culture 
home, school, church. s ta te  aud society, al l  included, call do for us?" 
Remember how aggressive the  school has beome. By tllc necessity of 
the case, and because nothing else can do the  \vorlc, it is clainling the  
child earlier in l ife alid holding him later,  and for more days of t h e  
year and more hours of each (lay. Remember  tha t  t l ~ c  fierce compe- 
titions of our modern life a r e  malring i t  far  f rom a mat ter  of choice 
whether the  parents shall s u r r e ~ d c r  the childen to  these scliool-tlc- 
mands. No! Tlie school must  st:ii1d by the Ilonle a~ l t l  the c l ~ l ~ r c h  a l ~ t l  
be the t rne  annex of both, o r  we shall  have such a dlsruptive force 

born within our social organism a s  will rend it in l~ieces. Thinlc for  
a moment with what hindrances to the  right product of r i g h t e o ~ ~ s  homes 

and spiritual churches we have now to contend. Tea r  away the  school 
and make i t  of another spiri t ;  put  anfay  Irom its  teaching the  tlivinc 
sanctions upon which homes and churches must  rely, then claim for 
it more and more  of the  walcing hours 01 the plastic period and what 

h a r e  you not done to  ruin the p rod~ lc t ?  There  is  t he  most intimate 
w e d  tha t  the  entire spirit of the  whole great  series of molding ant1 
educating influences shall be absolutely one in all grea t  essentials t h a t  
tell upon character and ult imately contl.ol lire. There  is  no  hope if thc  
unity be changeti to  contrariety.  There  is  no possibility of t l ~ e  Iligllest 
result if any olle of the  series should rela.pse Into simple Indifference 
to  t ha t  which is so vital  a s  a r e  the Christ ian sanctions of tlle moral 
life. 

Moreover. the very way to build up and  broaden and deepell t h e  
whole public school system (including our  Sta te  Universities) is to  prac- 
lice the right inference f rom the  Christian character of ou r  nation 
and put into the  system more  and more  of t he  enect i re  power of t he  
impressive Christian principles which govern character and conduct. 
The way lo  destroy the  system is wholly and  violently to  secula~.ize 
them. Religion must  live whatever else may die. I fen  cannot have the  
final form of it in the  Christ ianity tha t  has  won its  \vay around the  



world : ~ n d  entwined itself with the historic roots o i  al l  that  shall 
1)lossom in the  c o m i ~ ~ g  centllries. Dissolve the connection of our  
schools with vital religion in the Bible. the test-book. the school-room 
spirit, and the convictions and esample o i  t he  teachers and  you xi11 
so devitalize and dessicate it that  those who lrno\v the  larger liie rvitl~ 
Ciotl antl for man  will turu  away fro111 i t  en masse. Th i s  is  n o  idle 
Illrcat. Religiou will again make  its owu schools a s  it has already 
done. 

Ant1 all Iinorv tha t  it is  easier :o preserve than to chaugn in a n y  
,;reat national i ~ ~ s t i t u t i o ~ ~ .  0:lr scliools a r e  not  uo\v secular. if secol- 
a r i ty  means  freedom from all  moral o r  Cl~r is t ian  in1luence." They a r e  
11r111-sectaria~ but thnt  is t he  poles a1)nl.t iron1 secular. "Our schools 

:I:: they exist" (says Dr. Wylie in the  most  able ant1 eshar~s t ive  iinalysis 
oi the si t~latioli  ever published) "are a ])rotest agaius t  the  iolly of the  
t , i tu~.t  to divide 11uman life illto two l ~ a r t s  calletl sacretl and secular 

; t r ~ t l  to exclude rcligion from tlic latteru-The law which governs the 
District of Columbia is  a s  nearly perfectly bnlancetl legislatiou on the 
\!hole ma t t e r  as  cau be found. I t  l~rovitlcs t ha t  the teachers shall  "in- 
t.111catc in their p11pils truthfuluess,  sell-coutrol, temperance, frugality. 
il~tlustry, obedience to parents,  reverence for the ugetl, respect for t he  
i,ights of others,  politeuess to  all, I i i~~tJuess  to animals,  desire fo r  
liuotvledge and obetlieuce t o  the Ir?\vs of God; but no teacher shal l  
csercise any  sectarian inference in the school." "The opening e se r -  
cises in every school shall  consist of reading by the  teacher. without 
11ote 01. comment. a portion of t he  Bible. repeating rhe  Lord's  Prayer  
a t  the option of the  teacher, aud appropriate singing by the pupils.'' 

[The final proposition r\lould have been tha t  th is  American doctrine 
of Religion in the Stale.  with the education i t  anthorized and created. 
is abreast  of the  highest ideals of education we uorv possess. and is 
;11one adequate to the  delnands of ou r  country n ~ ~ r l  tile esigencies or' 
ou r  limes.-On~ittcd for  ~ ; I I I ~  of lime.] 

THE KINGSHIP OF CHRIST. 

EY DR. T. P. STEVENSON. 

'l'llr t l i e i ~ ~ e  .~ssign'tl 1 4  IlIe is "'l'he IiilIgshil) of . l e s ~ ~ s  ( ' l~~. is [ . "  
St;~(ctl  ~1111s I~ r~> :~ t l l y  it [)rills:: bef0l.c 11s 111~1 rv110le I i i ~ l ~ I y  oflice oi 011,. 

l?-etlec.nler. ljur :IS linlitc>ti I)? .  111' t lc~igl l  ant1 sCo])c of this C'onicrcl~c,~.  
it is rllr J i i ~ ~ g s l ~ i l )  of ChI ' i~ t  ovCr the  1l:lriulI \vlliclI rvc nrc lo col1sitlC.1.. 

So sul~jcc t  c,o~tld be o l  S I . C : I ~ C I  tl~col'etic:~l i l~ t e r c s t ,  o r  or gr1%;1t,:l. 
1)t.ac.lical i11111o1.t;lnc.r I s  t l ~ c r e  a sovereign l~orvcr, lo  rv l~ i c l~  t l ~ i s  11:t- 

. 1 1  : I  i : i o  I ~ c s o u s i l l e  I f  SO. is it Gotl. i n  his essenti :~l  
C ~ I ~ L I . ~ I ~ . I C J ~ ,  01. is it ('lirist Jesus ,  the  bletliator be tweel~  C:otl :~n , l  111;111. 

to \vliom the nn t io i~  owes i t s  alleginnce? If C l ~ r i s l  is  tlie l iulcr or n;t- 
tions, how does l-lc. exercise I~l i s  alltllorit)'? \\'here a r e  l-lis I:~ttss I.,,- 
cortletl? 'A'hat tloes 1-lc require o f  nlltiolls, ant1 liorv tlocs l3c cnforcc 
l l is  ~ . c r l u i r e m e ~ ~ t s ?  These questious : ~ r c  o f  intcrcst  to  cvr1.y Cl~r is t inn  
])atriot. to every Inwmalier nntl every nlagistrate,  to every ruirlistcl. o i  
Cl~r i s t  n-110 is concerned to I)e n f a i t h f l~ l  r,mbassatlor a n d  to tlclivl.r 
his message f a i t l i f~~ l ly .  

\\-e hold this t ~ . ~ ~ t l ~ - - t l i e  Iiiugshil) of Cllrisl over llic ~ ~ : ~ l i o l i s - i l ~  
110 mystic:ll o r  es t ravaqant  sense. \Ire a r e  not  drealning of a visible 
I i i~~gt loni  to I)e set up 011 tlic cart11 in some futul.c tlisl)c.ns:~tiol~, wit11 
tho Lortl occ.up]-ing a palac.? and  a throne,  ant1 atlmi~~istc.r i~~!:  His got.- 

ernmcnt  after tlie mimncr of ear th ly  po1cnt:ltes. \\'e s i ~ n p l y  mcnn tha t  
tlic revealetl rvill of .Tesus C11rist is  law for nations ant1 go\,ernrnel~ts 
a s  well as  for intlirridual men. M'e mean tha t  since Clirisi has  sl)olirn 
111ainly 01: the sul~jec t .  f o r  e san~ l ) l e ,  of marr iage  ant1 tlivorce, no na -  
ti011 to n-haul these nol.ds cf Chl.ist 11aj.e come is a t  1ibc1.t)- to ~ualirl 

laws for  the  faluily which contravene His  laws. 1\11 Chr i s t i a~ l  111e1.1 
call Jesus,  blaster and Lord,  and find in H i s  will. lllc suprenlc. n ~ o t i v c  of 
their lives. IVc simply mean tha t  nations a11t1 jiovernments t~ugl l t  
also ro Ilnve regard fo r  I-Iis oxil l ;  thnt  governmental  ncls ant1 n:~lion:tl 

policies a r e  to be judged by llle spiri t  antl t e a c l i i ~ ~ g s  of Cl~i. ist :  rh:tt 
Queen Tictorin mltl I':rnpel,ol. IVilli:im. l l ~ r  I3rilisl1 P;~rli:tmc.nt nntl t 1 1 ~ .  
.-\merican Collg~.ess, oughc to looli 1tp t o  I-lim ~vl lo  w ; ~ s  erucaifit~tl :In11 
say: "JAortl. rv l~at  xoulds t  Thou ]in\-e us  to  tlol" 11-c. 1iic.:111 t l i : ~ t  t 1 1 ~  
Tell Commandments ant1 I l ~ t  S e r n ~ o n  on t11c 3lo11nt :Ire l~intlinji ~ I I  II:I- 
tions antl so \ -ernn~cl l t s  2s \\-ell a s  on i ~ ~ c I i v i ( l ~ ~ : ~ l  111e11: n11t1 I~illtliny I , , % -  
c:lusc tile>- 3i.e lllc I n a  of O!lr7 ~ v l ~ o  is t l ~ e  nniio11.s Iiii~g.. 

. . l l ia t  Jesus  Cl~risl :  is. in t l~ i . ;  !:cnsc. r l i ~  actual  G o v e ~ ~ l ~ r ~ i  :imonq 
l l ~ e  nations. may I I P  inferred f:.onl 111c s iml~ le  fact that  Jic is  : I I P  Snviol~r  
of  31~11. l'llerr is not l i i~~:  tv11ic.li liic \vorltl so  so1.c.1~. nrrcis, o r  so : ~ r -  
rlt311tl~- cl,aves. na leacicr.;hil~. C ~ ~ I ~ I ] ) ~ ~ ~ P I I ~  lc .n( Ie i~~11i~~ I I I I ~ I I . , ~  I I I P I I .  \vc.l,l.: 




