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ADDRESS ON A _SCRIPTURAL ED'IjCATION.

Tkéj‘bllawiﬂg report is submilted-by the Special Commitlee, amma'nf;d
“at last meeting of Synod, to prepare a circular ** on the subject of a
Seriptural Education.”

Maw enters the world a frail and helpless ereature: and is for a
long time even unconscious of his imbecility. Bat, frail and help-
less as he is, man is endowed with a rational and immortal soul,
which shall exist throughout eternity, in the condition of unspeaka-
ble blessedness, or unutierable woe! And that too, Jjust as the end
of his being has, or has not, been attained. The chiefend fur which
man was made, is the glory of God. * This people have I formed
for myself : they shall show forth my praise.” The rational and
moral nature of man fits him for receiving education ; and the end for
which he was made imperatively demands that he should obtain it:
his helplessness and prolonged infantile dependence is evidently de-

“signed by.the beneficent Creator, for the purpose of cultivating his
powers of mind, and for training him for the highly important sphere
of action to which he is appropriated. A senseof dependence is ne-
cessary for Submitting to the nurture and discipline by whichthe ru-
diments of knowledge and moral culture are attajned. This intre-
ductory state gives the mind that submissiveness ‘and docility which
are required for the acquisiton of knowledge and moral improve-
ment. In early life there is a susceptibility of mind which admira-
bly adapts it as well for the reception of instruction, as for thuse ex-
ercises that would be almost intolerable at a riper age.. Impres-
sions made upon the mind at this. period are much more enduring
than those made later in life. Advantage should be taken~of this
susceptibility by a careful culture of the youthful mind, and storing
it with lessons of spiritual wisdom. Itisthe Spirit of God who
says, * Train up a child in'the way he should go, and when he is
old, bé will not depart from it.” The duty of parents,and of the
church is thus pointed out in respect to those placed under their pa-
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rental and pastoral care. Itis alaw of nature repromulged and
sanctioned by supernaturalerevelation, that parents should train their
children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” And the
church of Christ is under obligation to her glorious Head to exer-
cise a pastoral care over the children of the church, by taking a di-
rect charge of their education, as well, as by taking care that parents
do their duty, in this respect. * Feed my lambs;”" is as obligatory,
as that other command addressed to Peter by his risen Lord, * Feed
my sheep:” and demands the most serinus practical consideration,
on the part of the christian ministry. The parent may not shift his
part of the obligation upon the church, unless incapacitated by ina-
hility ; nor may the church dispense with lier part of the obligation ;
f£ir to her spiritual officers is the command given, “ Take heed
therefore unto yourselves aud to all the fluck,” (and the children
of believersare part of the flock) * over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God which he hath
purchased with kis own blood.” '

It must not be forgotten for a single moment, that it is not every
kind of education that meets the necessity of children, or fulfils the
revealed design'of God in regard to them. They may be taught
much that is useful, and even ornamental ; nay, the mind may be
cultivated to a very high degree, while the most important part of
their education, may be either very much, or altogether neglected: for,
merely to cullivate the mind, and enlarge its stock of secular knowl-
edge, falls far short of the education which children require. Such -
is proper in its own place, and only in its own place; for it should
not be allowed to supersede ‘a higher and nobler education,—one,
fully adapted to the wants and requirements of man, Nor, are we
by this to be understood as speaking disparagingly of mental culti-
vation, or the acquisition of human knowledge in its various depart-
ments. Intellectual improvement, we consider of very high impor-
tance, and worthy of much greater attention than it has generally
received in society; but, we wish it to be distinetly understood that
this alnne is not the education that man requires.—That it is only
subordinate, and comaratively very inferior, to that which we have in
view. We take for granted, that intellectual improvement should
not be neglected, but made a subject of far more engrossing atten-
tion than it has hitherto generally obtained. But, with this admitted
importance of intellectual culture, we must take care that it is not al-
Jowed to supersede that which is vitally important to the welfare of
man,

Our views on this subject we present by remarkin

1, That in the educatioa of man, he should be considered in a
moral and religious, as well as in an intellectual point-of view.

It is well to cultivate the mind ; and if proper seed is sown, the
more highly cultivated the better. But, if the understanding and
reasoning powers of man only, are attended to, the rankest and
most noxious weeds will thereby be cherished ; while, in a moral
point of view the mind will become a tangled wilderness in which a
worthless, if not dgpgerous growth, must predominate. Such cult-
ureit is conceded may give vigor and activity to the mind, but, can
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dolittle to direct its energies in the proper channel : it may, indeed,
rub off some of the grasser asperities of the outward man,—it. may
give a partial refinement of manugers, but it cannot improve:the
character, Nosystem of education can be considered proper for
man, that does not provide for the training, and improvement of all
the capacities of his mind,—that dues not regard him as a moral and
religious being, as well as endowed with understanding.—Or, that
does not keep in view the glory of God, as his chief end. A pro-
cess of training that regarded him only, or éven mainly, as an intel-
lectual being, could not aid him in seeking the glory of God ; nor,
in the least prepare him for his enjoyment.

Such aneducation would not be satisfactory to a civilized heathen :
the light of nature admonishes him that he is destined for higher pur-
poses, than the exercise of mere intellectuality. There is an inward
longing in the soul of man, the remains of that law implanted by
the finger of Almighty God in his original constitution, that reminds
him.of the need of another, and a more important part of education
than that furnished by the culture merely of his intellectual nowers.
However far short heathenism may have come in teaching man the
knowledge of God, or the relation which he holds to him; yet it
demonstrates the fact, that the light of nature proclaims the need
of a moral and religtous education.

2. Education should be thoroughly christian. That system is rad-
ically and ruinously defective, that loses sight of the condition of
man as a sinner, and deliverance from this cundition through the obe-
dience of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. These considerations
should give the controlling direction to his education. The most
important knowledge for man to learn is divine truth : this alone can
make him wise unto salvation,—this, while it shows him that he is by
nature without Grod and without hope in the world, because he isa
sinner, and thereby proclaims the need of a Saviour, discovers also
the way by which he may be saved; and that every other way is a
refuge of lies. Itis of this knowledge that the Spirit of God says,
“get wisdom, get understanding. Wisdom is the principal thing ;
therefore get wisdom ; and with all thy getting get understanding.”
For, “the fear of theLord is the beginning of wisdom; and the
knowledge of the holy is understanding.” Buy the truth and sell it
not; also wisdom, and iostruction and understanding.”

The excellence and glory of Divine truth do not consist simply
in the transcendent grandeur of its doctrines, though in this respect
it infinitely surpasses all secular knowledge : butin this, that it is Di-
vine truth believed that becomes the means both of a sinner’s justi-
fication and sanctification.—That furnishes him with the necessary
rule of life.~And supplies him with the only safe motives and prin-
ciples of moral conduct. Such being the appointed instrumentality
of gospel truth, it is essentially necessary to both the present and fu.
ture well-being of man, that his mind should be thoroughly impued
with its beneficent influence. That his understanding, his conscience,
his will, and his affections should all be under the directing power
of christian knowledge aud principles. :
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There is a transforming power in Divine truth by which it assim-
jlates to itself the character of those who receive itin sincerity and
love. * Seeing,” says the Apostle, * ye have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through the Spiri.”” It not only enlightens the
understanding, but it purifies the whole soul; for itis the only author-
ized, and therefure the only effective instrumeutality, in the sancti-
fication of man. * Of his own will ‘begat lie us, with the word of
truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures. Dorn
not of blond, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of :the will of man, but
of God. If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples in-
deed: and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
The promises of salvation contained in the gospel is that which the
sinner receives, when he exercises saving [aith: and by means of
which he is justified. Thus he receives the righteousness of Christ,
—that righteousness which is * unto all, and upon all them that be-
lieve.” Ttis a fact declared in scripture respecting unbelievers,
that * the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with
faith in them that heard it.” Trom this it fullows, that apart from
the knowledge of gospel truth there can_be no faith in Christ,
and without faith there can be nosalvation. * For without faith it is
impossible to please Grod.” Salvation, whether considered as the
title to everlasting life, or as the fitness for its enjoyment, is obtained
through the mediom of gospel truth believed. "

‘We remark further, that it is the knowledge of Divine truth that
fits man for the business of the present. life,—that directs him in the
duties arising out of his different relations and employments, The
pervading power of this also, ensures personal peace, domestic en-
joyment, and social presperity. We conclude then, that no man
can be fitted for the sphere of action to which -he is appropriated,
apart from the knowledge and influence of Divine truth. That it
is by this he is taught to serve God asd enjoy him forever.

From this summary view of the use and advantage of gos-
pel truth, the indispensable necessity of christian education is most
evident, both as it regards the present and future well-being of the
individuoal, and the prosperity of social life in all its departments.—
For, the gospel, is the most efficient means for improving society, as
well as the only means of saving sinners. An education thereture
that regards man only, or chiefly asa creature of understanding, and
apart from the high moral purposes of his beiag, is both defective
and dangerous.

The otherwise most accomplished education, if christian princi-
ples are lost sight of, must necessarily prove a moral failure, The
truth of this is verified by an experience, that establishes at the
same time, the infinite superiority of christian education—the uni-
versal_experience of all civilized heathen nations, ancient and mod-
ern. Afning such, science and philosophy have failed to give cur-
rency even tn an outward morality ; so, that amid much refinement,
and enlarged acquaintance with human knowledge the most licen-
tious morals prevailed. This result is as clearly established by in-
ductive experience, as any principle or fact in science. And, it is
established by a still higher authority than experience. For, it is
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the’ Spirit of God whi says, of all heathens;<* They became vain iu
their imaginations aud their foolish heart was darkened « pr ufeasmg
themselyes to bo wise ey became fuuls,” - -
The plorrresswe advancement of fluman [\nm'\he(]"'e has done Tit-
tle for modern heathens, as may be seen cven in tlle most favorabld
examples, such as the Hindoos, and the Chinese, We -adduce i
parucu[ar instance in l.luatuumn of this remark., ~And, we give.
as stated (ln 1825) by’ Mr. fuff in the General Asse'mbly of lhe
church-of: Scotland.” " And. the stutement is. of the greatest’ value
on this subject. - As Mr, Duf isthe Assembly’s chief missionary
at Calcatta, and one. of the most gifiecd and enlighteved of living
men, he had buoth the opportunity and the capacity “of for ming a cor-
rect Juﬂ«ment “T have already shown'™-said he. *Tthat: the com:
murfication of useful krowledae will demblish the ancient learning
and’ religion of Hindustdii.” On thiz salject a grand ex’pmiment
has beeu made at the. expense of the British Governmeunt in the 'me:
trapolis of India, -~ ABout e'(rh:er:n years agn, there was founded in
Ca[cutta a eollege for cducalmﬂ' Hm'du ymzlhs in the literature and
science of Eumpc, apart from 1 relizion.” The semminary hus been
attended chiefly by’ pérsous of :anl\,wea]th and influence in society.
Here: -then was a favoruble oppor I.uml:)r of dscertatning the I)DWEI of
European knowledgze, when brouglt “into contact with the systems
of Hinduism, T hﬂ rdsult was pn.uqel)r such as any one acquainted
with the subjéect wou]d confidently anticipate. For the-last ten years,
class after class has issued forth from: l‘)lsmsututmn, who by the-
coursg of erﬂwh'ened study. pursuéd, were 'made alive to the gross
absurdltles of “their own systems. These, therefore, they boldly
-denounced as masses _of imposture and dcbasmv error, and the
Brahmans as deceivers of the peoph_., though 'many of Lhemselves
belonged to that exalted class. But no morals .or religion: having
been la.ughtm the institution, the young men.were in a state of rmml
utterly blank as recards mor ..i[s and-religious truth; moral and relig-
ious obligation. They were infidels 6r sceptics of the most ]n“lﬁ:cl:
kind, bellevmg in nothing, believing not even in the éxistence ol a
Deu.y, and glorying in ‘their unhe!lef" This experiment illustrates
what may be expectedfrom a system of education that does not in-
clade religious instruction. The result will be similar in all similar-
cucumstancés' modilied it ‘may be, by special peculiarities in dif-
ferent cases, but issuingafter all, in the same- general result,—that
‘of mﬁ.]eltty In a nmrrhbnm huml where. christian knowledge is
more genérally diffused “than it is in Caleutfa, it must-have an influ-
ence upon the general education of youth,though it may be conducted
o lenclp]es apart from religion, Insucha country asour own,there-
fore, the evil effects of ehcludlnl'rellqlon from gcnelal education, may
‘nnt appear se evident fur seme time, but ultlmately it will result.inthe
prevalence of a widely extended SLepl'IClBt'll, whtch, wheén it has ta- .
ken place will not be easily arrested in its course. The lueid clouds:
that darken the moral horizon; seem already 'to indicate that sach a
_state of things, is rapidly appmnchmn- In flie meantinie the result
is retarded onlv by the general influence of religous truth in sgrcle:y
But, let this influence be removed, or very much lessened, as:it must
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be by the exclasion of christian principles from a common school ed
ucation, and the fearful crisis of a geueral scepticism will suon over
take us.

The danger of separating education from christian troth is fur-
ther illustrated by thé example of Popery—a system which while
it retains the name of christign has abandoned the simple truths of
of christianity. It was the absence, of christian education and prin-
ciple, that constituted what is emphatically called the dark ages.
But during those ages, Popery was in its zenith of power, Aund the
same thing is still true to a certain extentin conntries where Po-
pery predominates. The reason is, because, * the mystery of ini-
qnity’ does nat allow free access to the scripiures of trath; the Bi-
ble is to the votaries of Papery generally a sealed book: and the re-
sults are ignorance and vice. Thatit is traceable to this cause alone,
is evident by comparing Popish, with Protestant countries where a
much greater acquaintance with the bible is maintained. To illus-
trate our meaning we give Ireland as an example. Popery, though
possessing the fruitful soil of the South and West, presents a condi-
tion of moral and physical wretthedness not far above barbarism :
while Protestaut Ulster, with an inferior soil, has attained a high de-
gree of moral superiority, and physical comfort. Under the same
government, and political regimen, with the advantage of a far
superior soil, the coudition of the Popish part of Ireland speaks vol-
umes on the subject of education. No axiom in Geometry is more
evident than that the extraordinary disparity between the North and
South of Ireland is caused by the difference of education: in the
latter, utter ignorance characterizes the pnpulalinn. tn the former it
is distinguished by intelligeuce and extensive kuowledge of christian
truth, ;

Lest it should be assumed that the moral and religious inferiority
to which we have referved in the examples of heathen and Popish
countries, is traceable to the absence of edueation, and not, because
of the absence of a christian education, it is proper to stute that such
assumption is unsupported by facts. It is true thatin heathen, and
popish countries education has not been generally enjoyed by
the mass of the people : butit is equally true, that, apart from chris-
tian principles, education has always failed toelevate the human char-
acter to high moral excellence ; no matter how highly cultivated, the
mind may be, by mere secalarinstruciiin. The most enlightened of
the heathens are no exception to this statement : their mental culture
did not preserve them from the grossest licentiousness, and the most
abhorrent practices, as all who are acquainted with the writings of
the ancients well know, _ '

The same fact is verified by the example of the Popish countries

here secular education has made any great progress. A Therevival
f literature in Italy was accompanied by an almost universal scepti-
ism, and profligacy of manners. *“The revival of letters, of science,
and of the arts was not the moving principle of the reformation,”
—says its most distinguished historian. * We may rather say, that
the Paganism of the poets when it re-appeared in Italy, brought
with it the Paganism of the heart. Vain superstitions were attack-
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ed :—but it was incredulity that established itself in their stead with
a smile of disdain and mockery. Ridicule of all things, even the
most sacred, was the fashion, and deemed the mark of wit; religion
was regarded only as an instrument of government.” “I have one
fear,” exclaimed Erasmus in 1516, “ it is, that with the study of an-
cient literature the ancient Paganism should re-appear.”

France during th 18th century, possessed much science and liter=

ature : but her learned men were sceptics, because their education
was destilute of the renovating principle of christian truth, France
became a nation of infidels, or atheists; and in her revolutionary
era, rioted in the abyss of profligacy and crime, not because she was
without education, but because her learned and influential men were
destitute of chrisiian education! Their intellectual greatness, sep-
arated from christian principles as it was, made them great in wick-
edness,—disrobed them of the last filament of humanity, -and sunk
them to the lével of demons! =~ ;
" Great intelligence, apart from high moral, and religious principles,
must prave ruinous to both individual, and social well-being, as we
have seen exemplified in the case of 'rance. ' Like a eallant -ship,
set adrifit without a pilot, is'only the more endangered by unfurling
her sails ; $0 a greater degree of intelligence, apart from the directing
influence of christian truth, may only the more readily expose the
possessor to moral ruin, )

It is much to be lamented that the sceptical tendency of the pres-
entage, even when the importance of christian trath is admitted,
would add it merely as a condiment to an already finished educa-
tion, rather than make it, what it ought to'be, the basis of all mental
culture. For notunfrequently,thoughitisadmitted that christian truth
may be tanght with advantage, the nution prevails that it should form
no part of popular educativn. That the bible, and the catechism,
nay, the very elemants of religous trath shonld be excluded from
gchnols | ~To teach in nur common schools the elemental principles
of christanity, is held.to be. sectarian, and therefore to be avoid-
ed. Improving on this view of the subject, others woull go so far
asto tie up the hands of even parents and ministers of the gospel
from imparting veligious instruction to children, "In the judgment
of such, children may be-educated in any other department of learn-
ing, the whole circle of which may be laid open before them; but
christian truth is carefully to be excluded, and the doors of its au
gust temple shut agairst them. Aud all this is done too, under the

retence of doing honor tutruth ; lest, instead of deliberate con-
viction, children should merely be biased in its favor by the fact of
pre-occupancy. According to such, the minds of children should
be kept free of all religious instruction, that they may determine for
themselves with matured judgment without the bias of early ed-
ucatien, ] ) '

Such crude notions are as:much at variance with scripture and
common sense, as they are-perilous to the safety of the rising gener-
ation,—perilous, alike to the individual, and to society! The una-
voidable result of these views, though it may not be contemplated by
some who hold them, while by others it may be-anticipated, must be
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the predominance of immorality and error!  Ifthe elements of chris-
tian truth are not taught to children, their minds mast soon become
pre-nccupied with fulse views of morals and religion. ;E‘the s[eed of
trath is not early sown, the foul weeds of error will spring up in the
mind with lakuriant growth, Man is a religious creature, and this
principle of his natnre is not the less .ncti\'e.lhntjgh-left to waste it-
self on improper objects : for, if in carly life he is not taught the les-
sons of heavenly wisdom as they are unfolded in the volume of reve-
lation, ke must become a ready prey to either superstition or scepti-
cism, or perhaps to a combination of both !

It is impracticable, and wrong if it were not, to atterapt to keep
the minds of children in a state of religious vacuity; there must be
religious principles of some kind ; for atheism capnnt long h?.ve an
abiding place inthe human heart. If nnt possessed by true, it must
sonn be pre-occupied by false views of religion.  Such be:ng' the
case, shall not christian parents and ministers turnh to advantage the
authority and influence which God has given them over the subjects
‘of their parental and pastoral care—so as tofill their minds with truth,
and train them up in the knowledge and service of the true God ; or,
shall they abandon the tender subjzcts of their care to be carried
aboit with every wiad of doctrine—to be the dupes of religious false-
hood ; and so finally become the prey of Satan, the destroyer of
souls? There is here no neatral position—no midway course which
we can adopt.  If the education of children is not conducted on
christian principles, the most fatal results may certainly be anticipa-
ted. They must from early life be educated in the nurture and ad-
monition of the: Linrd, or atherwise they are left an easy prey to the
devourer!  The Clristian can have no difficulty in making his choice
between these alternatives. _

Thoughtless and imprudent men, who have not forecast of mind to
anticipate the danger, may indeed tollow the deceitful, though popu-
“Jar current, without designing to dishonor God, or to peril their chil-.
dren’s welfare : nevertheless, it is infilel, and originates in hostility
“to christian truth—springs from hatred ta the gospel of Jesus Christ,
and salvation through faith in his blondl. -Beepticism, and Popery
and other enemies of pure Christianity, anticipate respectively the
prevalence of their own systems by such a course of education. They
¢ hope, in the negation of christian truth, to implant their own super-
stitious and soul-destroying errors in the minds of youth! The im-
- mediate effect of such a course is the diffusion.in society of-a scepti-
cai latitudinarianism ; butasthe minds of men cannot generally long
endure the negation of all relizious emotian, these disciples of infi-

del training will insensibly glide into the idolatry and superstition of
Rome, because far more agreeable to the carnal mind than pure
Chyristianity. . “ The natural man receiveth vot-the things of the
Spirit of Gad, for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know
them for they are spiritually discerned.” -
3. Seriptural education is as practicable as any other kind of edu-
cation, : W . .
The difficulty of*imparting re]iginns instruction has often been
made an objection to it. The validity of the objection we presume
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may well be questioned. The child that is capable of receiving
mere secular instruetion, i as capable at the same time, we maintain,
of receiving religious instruction. The first principles of christian
morals, and many of the truths of our holy religion, .are as much
within the sphere of a child’s capacity, as the simplest elements of
a secular education. To- master the Alphabet of a language, we
are persuaded, requires a far greater exercise of mind, and far more
painful drudgery to a child, than to be taught a distinct understand-
ing of the Decalogire, which in fact contains a summary of all moral
aobligation. And there are difficulties in the construction of language
which a child must grapple with in its primary lessons, which cer-
tainly demand not less maturity of thought for their solution, than
many of the most important truths of christianity. One great char-
acteristic of christian truth is the perfect simplicity by which it is
adapted to the capacity of the humblést minds. There are myste-
ries, it is true, in our holy religion, but these form no obstacle to the
christian education of children, because the comprekension of these
form no part of christian instruction : these are as much beyond the
reach of the adult as the child. Im such cases however, let it be
borne in mind that-it is not mysteries that are to be solved, but facts
that are to be learned, and that a- clear apprehension of the facta
may be as much within the reach of children as of the most power-
ful minded.

For example, the existence of God is a fundamental trath, with-
out the knowledge of which there can be no religion. But what is
1t that must be known ? Is it the mode of the Divine subsistence —
No! forthiscannot be understood by any created intellect; this is not
more baffling to the comprehension of a child, than it is to the most
gigantic created mind. The fact that there is a God, possessed of
such perfections as the scriptures predicate of him, and not the mode
of his existence, is what we are called to believe. Than this, nothing
can be more plain, or more easily understood—it is a simple fact, that
lies as much within the range of the humblest scholar, as the pra-
foundest philosopher. And this is true slso of the doctrines of the
Trinity, and the incarnation of the Son of God. The scriptures
atate the facts, that there is one, and only one God,—that he subsists
in the persons of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. And that
in the fulness of time the Son of God became man; “God mani-
fested in the flesh.”” These, as well as others that might be adduced,
are to be received as bible truths, not because he who receives them
is capable of measuring the unfathomable depths of the Divine na-
ture and subsistence ; but because they are revealed facts. They
must be received, if received at all, simply on the testimony of God
himself: and they are of as easy comprehension as sny other fact,
be it what it may! The whole difficulty here is fictitious, and is
caused by ag attempt to comprehend what no creature can compre-
hend, end then making this inability a reason for rejecting the facts
ravealed, as is done by Sacinians; or by the modified view adopted
by those who make the mysteries of religion areason why childrén
should not be taught religion,’

T
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There is then, no real difficulty in making christian truth an essen-
tial and large part of early 'educar.io.n : the ground of.ﬂbjeclim'l mili-
tates, if legitimately carried out, against all the mysteries of religion ;
foHowed out it necessarily leads to rationalism, or the disbelief of ev-
ery thing that mere reason cannot grasp:- We feel ourselves called
upon to maintain, as we do, not only that the necessities of ch.lldn?n
demand, but also that they are capable of receiving instruction in
Divine truth! In conclusion, we add, without fear of successful
contradiction, that the view which we have given is verified by the
experience of a very large portion of the most enlightened chris-
tians. We venture the opinion, that the greater number of such
owe their superior intelligence to the fact of their having been early
indoctrinated into the principles of christianity. o

4. It is the duty of the church, and of.parents in particular, to
supply the children and youth under their charge with scriplural in-
struction,

The conclusion to which we have now arrived, isthat christian
truth ought to be taught as the basis of popular education. Inthe
preceding report we have shown that -in the edueation of man, he
should be considered in a religious as well as an intellectual point of
view. That his education should be thoroughly christian,—and that
such education may be as easily imparted to children as any other
kind of education. And now we have remarked, that it is.the duty
of the church and of parents in particular to supply-suchinstruction.

‘With the earliest dawnings of reason—as soon as children are ca-
pable of receiving an idea on any subject, so soon should the elements
of - christian morality and truth be imparted to them: and ‘the
increasing current .of religious instruction should keep pace with
the developement of intellectual capacity,so that their opening facul-
ties may become thoroughly imbued with christian knowledge and
principles. The result of such education, is a’ becoming sense of
the reverence due to God as revealed in the scriptures—-aconviction
of the sinfulness and helplessness of man by nature—his need of a
Saviour to save him from sin, and. that such a Saviour as he needs is
provided.and revealed,by the grace of God, in the person of our Lord
and Saviour JesusChrist:  And all this too accompanied with a sense
of the submission due to God and the obedience which he requires
of man. ‘ _ )

" We do not say that all this will be savingly known by children ;but
that does mnot affect the correctness of the view which we have giv-
en: for the most'enlarged Christian education is not always accom-
panied with saving knowledge in the case of adults.:" But;-as the
trath of scripture is the only means of making a sinner savingly ac-
quainted with the oue, living, and true God, by faith in Cbrist,.and
through the agency of the Holy Spirit: then may we expect only in
the use of theése means, to know him, whom to know is life everlast-
ing.. And as the truth of God is the only means of a sinner’s sancti-
fication, then may we expect only by the knowledge of truth to be
sanctified ; hence, the more that the minds of children are pervaded
~with Christian knowledge, they are the more in the way of knowing
the true Giod, and the way of salvation by his grace ; and the more too
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"will they be in the way of sanctification, and thereby be the . more fit-
1ed for glorifying and enjoying God. This view of the subject .im-
poses a vast responsibility upon parents. . The apprehension that his
children may prove ungodly, must be a source of much anxiety to a
pious parent. The heaven appointed means of averting this, is to
teach them the lessons of divine truth, aud thus train them up in the
fear of the Lord, and when they become old, God has promised that
they “will' not depart from it!” - T'he. Christian ministry also, to
whom is commirted the oversight of the flock of Christ, should give
this subject the most earnest consideration. Holding as we do, that
the church representative is.under the most solemn obligation to see
that children under their pastoral care be éducated in the fear of the
Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom, we hold further, that this
should be done not only by the pastaral supervision of parents; but
also by a direct agency of the church. - )

Pastoral examinations of the youth of a congregation, will in part
cover this ground ; but only in part : the subject is too extensive to
be safely lefi to such occastonal instructions ; and moreover, we are
persuaded that pastoral catechizing will not be greatly profitable, un-
less there is a preceding, and broader basis of instruction laid down
by an every-day Christian education. Ina word, we mean that we
should organize primary schools, which should be so managed, that
not only the intellectual powers of children might be cultivated
to the greatest advantage, but that their morals and Christian charac-
ter also should be formed by careful religious instruction ; and this
conducted under the immediate direction and contiol of the church.

* 1. We recommend that in every congregation where it is practi-
cable in the existing state of things, a school should form part of the
parochial machinery of instruction. And that such school, with its
teacher, shall be placed under the immediate supervision of session;
while superior church judicatories shall have, as in all other ecclesi-
astical matters, a superintending care of all the schools within their
jurisdiction—an authority both original and appellate. :

2, That in these parochial schools,the Bible shall be regularly and
daily read-—portions of the Psalms, in our metrical version, and of
the Shorter and Larger Catechisms (by the Westminster Divines)
‘committed to memory—and that the more evident and elemental dnc-
trines of Christianity shall be made subjects of scripture proof. To
this may be added such other Bible exercises as may be embraced in
a well digested plan prepared by Synod, for the general use of the
church. : ’ ~ .

3. That such scriptural instruction shall be given ¢ollaterally with
the secular branches of education, including the younger scholars, to
the capacity of whom the mioral and religious exercises shall be
adapted. -~ - - e 4

4. That said schools shall be opened and closed with prayer, and
reading the scriptures. ' T .

5. In comgregations numerically wealk, or so situated that a parish
school cannot be organized, or kept up, the moral and religious part
of the instruction shall be provided for by the pastor ofthe congre-
gation, devoting one secular day, or part of such day cach week;
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and if necessary, calling upon the aid of the members of session, or
other suitable persons of the congregation, whom the session might
deem fitto be employed in this service. The assistance of the elders
would necessarily be demanded in all congregations including ex-
tended geographical- bounds; and in some cases without the pres-
ence of the pastor. }

6. That whensoever members of the church have an opportunity
of teaching, or of influencing teachers of common schools, they.en-
deavor to have this plan carried into operation in whole or in part.

7. That where our youth are seeking a liberal education, they-be
recommended to make, as far as practicable, the original scriptures,
and a purified classical literature, the text books of their studies.

8. That sessions be recommended to establish congregational li-
braries where practicable, for the benefit of all, but especially of the

oung.

4 Po%mlar education, embracing moral and religious instructien, is
essentially a scriptural principle : the Protestant Reformers clearly
perceived this, and guided by its direction, endeavored to establish
schools for the instruction of the young. In all the Protestant coun-
tries of Europe, with the exception of England, they were more or
less successful in their efforts to establish systems of popular educa-
tion. But by none was a popular and religious system of education
carried into effect so thoroughly, and so efficiently, as by our Cove-
nanted ancestors in Scotland. To their profound sagacity and piety,
in devising a very efficient system of popular education, we are in-
debted for the advantages, moral and religious, which we enjoy.

They have left us an inheritance which-has been enriching spiritu-
ally every generation through which it has passed ; and which is des-
tined, by the blessing of God, we hope, to eunrich generations yet
unborn—and to become the means of diffusing widely the testimony
of Jesus throughout the world. 'We know no way by which we can
better show ourselves worthy of our birth-right as Covenanters, or
better perform our duty to the rising generation, than by doing all
we can in behalf of not only a popular, but a scriptural education—
than to adopt such a course as that proposed in the preceding re-
port, by which the minds of children may from very early life, be sub-
mitted to the enlightening and sanctifying influences of the gospel;
thus leading them directly to the fresh,-flowing fountains of divine
truth in the sacred scriptures, that they may thereby be made wise
unto salvation ! .

Unless some vigorous effort of the kind proposed, be made, we
have reason, from the present aspect of society, to apprehend dan-
ger. Ta fear that the fond anticipations of parents, and the hopes of
the church, will be sadly disappointed. TTnless something is done
to arrest the obviously growinginfluence of the spurious liberality of
the age, the evident tendency of which is sceptical, children, as they
grow up and pass from the paternal roof, will mingle with the world
to the eminent danger of their abandoning their church connection,
and perhaps of making shipwreck of the faith! A scriptural educa-
tian is the best safeguard of youth, and lays the best foundation for
piety in the church,
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- We cannot withhold the remark, though it does not strictly be-
leng to the subject, submitted to the consideration of your commit-
tee—that while we are far indeed from under-rating the value of
systematic theology, yet we have no hesitation in recommending that
preference should be given to the word of Grod, as the text-book of
theology. We doubt not, that very great benefit would soon accrue
to the church,and immediate advantage to her ministry, if some por-
tion of scripture were made the basis of theological prelections, rath-
er than any human system of divinity, however excellent.

In conclusion, we remark; that at no former period perhaps, has
society had so much cause of apprehension from the combined influ-
ence of scepticism and antichristianism, on the carnal mind, as at the
presenttime. The prince of darkness is now mustering his hosts for
some dread conflict ; and ungodly men, as of one mind in their op-
position to truth, crowd to his standard. This is strongly manifest-
ed by the world’s rancorous hatred to the application of Christian
principles to popular education. On this account, the friends of truth
should the more earnestly unite their efforts in behalf of a seriptural
system of education, as the most ¢fficient means of arresting the pro-
gress of popery and infidelity ; and of training up children in the fear
of the Lord. . :

All which is respectfully submitted.

DAVID SCOTT, Chairman.

THE INVALIDITY OF POPISH ORDINANCES.

Synod, at its late meeting,” decided that the ordinances of the
church of Rome are nnt to be held valid. Had Synod sufficient rea-
-gons for this decision 7 This question we answer in the affirmative
on the following grounds. )

The church of Rome is not the church of Christ—she is the moth-
er of harlots. This is admitted by all sound commentators. Papists
worship departed saints, angels, even the pretended wood. of the cross
and other inanimate objects, under the name relics. They call the
mother of our Lord, Refugium peccatorum—the Refuge of sinners,
and thus “ worship and serve the creature more than the Creator.”
These things are too notorious to need proof. Holiness is not re-
quired by the church of Rome as a qualification for membership.—
The history of the nations of Europe, during the dark ages, shew
that princes and people lived in the practice of all manner of wick-
edness. One prince caused his subjects to murder those of another
—for what were their wars, but wholesale murders—and yet princes
and people, on ‘both sides, were good chitdren of the ch ur_ch ! solong
as they were liberal and obsequious to the clergy. This was fre-
quently. by the instigation of the Aoly father, the Pope!

Papists reply, that they are required to confess their sins and do

enance. True; but to whom do they confess? Besides, for a
small sum they can get an absolution, a pardon, or an indulgence,





