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By the term Africo-American it is intended to
designate that large class of our American pop-
ulation of African descent, now numbering
about 8,000,000; and by religious denomina-
tions it is designed to embrace the more influen-
tial bodies of believers made up almost wholly
of white persons—as Methodists, Baplists, Epis-
copalians, Roman Catholics, Congregaticnalists
and Presbyterians. The pature and scope of
this =rticle does not require that the whole list
" be exaniined in detafl, and here the greater may
be reearded as includine tha Ince

rear of the union armies. But the Africo-Amer-
ican churches of the north, prior to 1855, have
been alluded-to. 'Whence these churches? How
came it to pass that race cliurches actually
' sprang up at the north, where the relation of
master and slave had not existed for years prior
to the establishment of such churches? Those
who are acquainted with their history know
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.that the bitter prejudices of the whites and the
corresponding want of confidence on the part of
the blacks constituted the occasion for the
founding of these churches. Bishop Richard
Allen, the founder and first bishop of the Afri-
can Methodist church, 1786, detailing the events
which led to the establishment of that church,
says: -

““A number of us usually attended St. George's
Churcy in Fourth Street, Philadelphia, and
when the colored people began to get numerous
in attending the church, they moved us from
the seats we usually sat.on and placed us around
the wall, and Sabbath morning we weat to
church and the sexton stood at thedoor and told
us to go in the gallery. "He told us to go and
we would see where to sit. We expecied to

“ake the seats over the ones we formerly occupied
below, not knowing any better. We took those
seats. Meeting had begun and they were near-
ly done singing, and just as we got 1o the seats
the elder said, ‘Let us pray.’  We had not
been long upon our knees before I heard con-
siderable scufling and low talking. I raised
my head up and saw one of the trustees, H. W_,
having hold of Rev. Absalom Jones, pulling
him off his knees and saying, ‘You must get up
——you must not kneel here.”” Mr. Jones replied,
‘Wait until prayer is over.’ AMr. H. W. said,
‘No, you must get up now or I will call for aid
and force you away.’ Mr. Jones said, ‘Wait
uniil prayer is over and I will get up and trouble
you no more.” With that W. beckoped to
one of the other trustees, Mr. 1. 8., 10 come to
his assistance. He came and went 1o William
White to pull himup. By this time prever was
over, and we all went out of the church in a
body and they were no more troubled with us
in the chureh,”

These proceedings led to the establishment of
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imously resolved “that we consider the volun-

tary enslaving of one portion of the human race

by another, as a gross violation of the most
precious and sacred rights of human nature, as
utterly inconsistent with the law of God, * #
and as totally irreconcilable with the spirit and
principles of the gospel of Christ.” “We re-
joice that the church to which we belong com-
menced as early as any other in this country the
good work of endeavoring to put an end to
slavery.” (Assembly’s Digest, p. 812.) Other
citations of the same tenor might be made.

*In 1801, John Chavis, a black man of pru-.

dence and piety, a licentiate of the Preshytery
of Lexington, was commissioned by the Assem-
bly as a missionary among people of his own
color. In 1807, John Gloucester, a black man,
was licensed and commissioned to the same
work. Ten years later he appears in the Assem-
bly as a member from the Preshytery of Phila-
delphia.” (Presbyterian Law, p- 488.)

It is quite clear that the position of the Pres-
byterians with reference to the Africo-American
was theoretically correct all along, but they
were embarrassed by their connection with the
slave-holders, by race prejudice to some extent,
and by the influence of independent colored de-
nominations, o whom reference has been made.
The attempls to find a practical method of help-
ing this needy class, under the peculiar difficul
ties of the situation, resulted in the establish
ment of less than a dozen Africo-American
Presbyterian churches at the north in nearly a
century; and, although the white Presbyterian
churches were accessible, the colored people have
not gore into them. These remarks also meas-
ure the extent of Presbyterianism at the north
to-day, notwithstanding the larger liberty and
the highly favorable attitnde of the church to-
ward them daring the pastquarter of a century.
This is 2 most important and incontestable fact
of history, which shonld receive some consider-

ation at the hands of those sentimental eccle-|

E@mh for secondary education and chapels for
‘religious worship crown the hill-tops and deco-
‘rate the valleys of our entire southern land,
;and before their brilliant rays of intensifying
‘light and truth the dense clpud of ignorance,
/supersiition and immorality is rapidly flzeing
‘away. I is susceptible ofsproof to a demon-
' stration that these spelling-book and Bible mis-
‘sionaries, endorsed by their respective denomi-
nations and held in their chosen fields by the
benevolence of northern Christians, have not
only secured results which could not be secured
at the north, but have also directly or indirect-
1y reached the great masses of this class.in the
south, whether in churches of their own denom-
ination or not, and have elevated all to a higher
and a truer Christianity. TLincoln University,
Biddle University, Atlanta University, Shaw
University, and in fact all of the great mission
schools of the south, have swung wide their
doors to all and to-day scores of the most active
apd successful laborers received their education
in schools of a different denomination from the
anes they are now serving.

Surely it must be patent to all that it would
be a serious mistake for any of the great de-
nominations represented on this southern field
to set aside, without due consideration, this
well-tried and successful plan of missionary
work amopg 80 numerous and needy a popula-
tion as the Africo-Americans of the south. In
the light of history and under existing condi-
tions an abandonment of this plan would scon

f result in either fusion or independency, both of
which have been tried and found wanting,
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