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TRANSVERSE AND PARALLEL. 

My will, dear Lord, from Thine doth run 

Too oft a different way; 
’Tis hard to say “Thy will be done,” 

In 9very darkened day f 
My heart grows chill 
To see Thy will 

Turn all life’s gold to gray. 

My will is set to gather dowers, 
Thine blights them m my hand; 

Mine reaches tor life's sunny hours, 
Thine leads through shadow-land : 

And all my days 
Go on in ways 

1 cannot understand. 

Yet more and more this truth doth shine 
From failure and from loss, 

The will that runs transverse to Thine 
Doth thereby make its cross: 

Thine upright will 
Cuts straight and still 

Through pride and dream and dross. 

• But if in parallel to Thine 
My wilt doth meekly run, 

All things in heaven and earth are mine 

My will is crossed by none: 

Thou art in me 

And I 

Thy wi’T—and m^^—are done. 
Churchman 

For the Cintrai. Presbyterian. 

Response of the Presbyteries to the Action of 
the last Genera! Assembly in Regard to Sys- 
tematic Beneficence; the Favorable Pro 
mue; whit Remains to be Done. 

At least two thirds of the Presbyteries 
have taken favorable action, looking to the 

carrying oat of the regulations of the last 
General Assembly; many of them with a 

vim and a will, indicating a determination 
to abate the evil of such a large proportion 
of failures to solicit the contributions of the 

people. From five Presbyteries we have no 

information whether or not anything was 

done. Four of them seem to have acted 

upon the mistaken supposition that the as 

sessment plan, as proposed for examination 

by the Assembly of 1874, was still before 
the church. In several cases nothing was 

done, because of the failure of the committees 
ot review appointed on tne Minutes oi tne 

Assembly, to call attention to the subject.— 
A very few deferred action till spring. Only 
two Presbyteries, so far as knowD, declined 
to comply with the rules—on constitutional 

grounds. Bat the large mej irity having 
conceded their constitutionality, these dis 

seating Presbyteries will of course waive 
their scruples. And such as have not yet 
acted, it may reasonably be expected, will 
this spring take favorable action. This is as 

good a result as could have been anticipated. 
We thank God and take courage. The 
movement is onward, and the promise fair of 
ultimate success, at no distant day. 

Nevertheless much remains to be done.— 
No rules trill work themselves. They must 

be worked by those who feel an interest in 
their success. We would therefore respect- 
fully suggest to every friend of Systematic 
Beneficence, who approves of these rules, to 

resolve that it shall not be his fault if his 

Presbytery fails to give due attention to 

them. We would also, with great deference 
and respect, suggest to every stated Clerk 
who may chance to read this, to enter upon 
the docket of business for the spring meet- 

ing the matter of these rules, (see Minutes 
of the last Assembly, page 40,) to the end 
that they may be duly observed, both as to- 

wards the sessions of the churches, and as 

concerns the report to be made to the Gene- 
ral Assembly. 

We must not be discouraged if great re- 

sults do not appear in the reports this spring. 
It is too soon. The great body of the 
Church has not yet become cognizant of the 

existence of these rules. Many of the sea 

sioos, consequently, will fail to send up the 

required reports. It will then devolve upon 
the Presbyteries to take steps to inform the 

ignorant, and to rule delinquent scesions np 
to the performance of what is required of 

them; always remembering that to secure 
M 4 Will in 

money, be worth all the trouble it may cost; 
besides the higher gain of educating the peo- 

ple affected thereby in the grace of giving, 
and training the whole Church to a beautiful 

and real systematic ben< ficencs, in the duti- 

ful worship of God with their substance. 
But suppose all the Presbyteries to have 

determined to carry out these reasonable and 

necessary rules; it remains to guard one 

point, which could not at the outset be pro- 
vided for; because the ground could not 

be broadly taken, thdlfeo case of failure to 

secure a collection can be justified. It is 

only assumed that such failures need rarely 
occur. The' congregation to which the 
writer ministers has not in now nearly twenty 
years failed to take up any collection order- 
ed by the General Assembly, or by Presby- 
tery. No matter what the pressure and ex- 

igencies of its own expenses, it has regularly 
contributed to all the Church’s schemes, or 

dinary and extraordinary. But acknowl- 

elging, as the regulations in question do, 
that there may occur justifiable cases of fail- 
ure to solicit contributions, it is obvious that 
the door is thus left ajar, and there is a 

chance afforded for flimsy and insufficient 
excuses to gain admission. Just here, there- 

fore, at this door, which cannot be absolutely 
closed, it will be for the Presbyteries to set 

a wise, watchful, and firm guard. 44 If, for 
example, a session should report that they 
judged the people to be too poor and straigh- 
tened to give much, or anything; or that they 
feared so many collections would be unpopu- 
lar, and might lesson the attendance upon 
preaching; or that the congregation had 
some special matter on band—the building 
of a house of worship, or repairs; or that 
not being able to raise money enough for 
their minister, they could not ask the peo- 
ple to give to other objects; and such ex- 

cuses be accepted as valid and sufficient, 
then the regulations will be largely emptied 

i 

of their value.” (Extract from repor 

adopted by tfce Synod of Virginia.) 
The rules, as applicable to vacant churches 

and to the supplies sent to them, will per 

hips be most difficult to carry out success 

fully. Yet a judicious firmness and perse 
verance cannot fail to meet the case. Th< 

sessions of vacant congregations are too ap 
to feel utterly helpless and irresponsible ii 

this matter. The fact of having no mini* 
ter seems to them au all-sufficient excuse foi 

doing nothing. Whereas, their not being 
charged with the support of a pastor, leaves 

the more wherewith to help forward the 
cause of the Master elsewhere. The Assem- 

bly’s rules iu this case afford the Presbyte- 
\ ries an opportunity to train the sessions oi 

vacant churches to greater activity and effi 

ciency, in the absence of pastoral leader- 

ship; and abundantly fortify any minister 
sent to supply them, who otherwise might 
feel some delicacy about taking up a collec- 
tion. 

The regulations make provision to secure 

proper attention to them by su?c?S^e Gen- 
eral Assemblies. Of course they are liable to 

modification or repeal. But the judgment of 
the Church seems to be that they are consti- 
tutional, practicable, and demanded by the 

circumstances, viz : the enormous propor- 
tion of omissions heretofore to solicit the 

gifts of the people, and the consequent la- 

mentable embarrassments in carrying for- 
ward the work of the Church. For these 
reasons auy fears would seorn to be ground- 
less, that the coming, or any succeeding As 

sernbly will take a step backward in this mat- 

ter, or fail to give effect to the rules adopted 
at St. L)uis. II. A. B. 

1 -—— 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

THE LITERARY CHARACTERISTICS OF 
THE “ 80NGS OF DEBORAH.” 

‘•Then sang Deborah and Barak, sou of Abiua- 
oam on that day,’’ Ac.—Judges v: 1. 

It was a great and memorable day in the 
annals of Israel. The chariots of Sisera, 
even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all 
his vast idolatrous host had been discomfited 
by the Lord with the edge ot the sword.— 

Barak had burst from Mt. Tabor with his 
band of ten thousand men upon that mighty 
host encamped on the plain of Esdraelou be- 

low, and had routed them with signal over- 

throw. Multitudes had perished in the swol- 
len waters of the river Kishon. The crimi- 
nal neglect of Mercz to strike the fugitives 
at the critical moment, had alone saved the 
CanaaDitish army from utter annihilation.— 

Among the spoils of victory was the trunk- 
less head of its boastful leader, who had been 

ignobly slain. That leader had been com- 

pelled, in the disastrous tide of battle, to light 
down off his splendid chariot, and flee away 
on his feet to the tent of Jael, and she had 

pierced and stricken him through his temples, 
whilst overcome with sleep, that she might 
present to Israel this brilliant trophy of their 

triumph. It was the day when Jehovah’s 
favor returned to bis chosen people—when 
twenty years of bondage ceased, and forty 
years of rest began. It was the day of a 

nation’s deliverance and a nation’s thanks- 

giving. 
Three thousand yeais and more have fled 

since that great day. What changes has not 

the world beheld since then, of dynasties, 
and races, and nations, and languages ! Yet, 
who is not, even at our immense distance of 

time, and manners, and speech, stirred within 
him by the Song of Deborah ? Who does 
not feel a sympathetic glow of emotion and 
transport awakened by its strains, though 
wafced to us at such disadvantage through 
the medium of successive translations into 
different tongues of mankind ? Why does 
this song then so arouse admiration and 

kindle enthusiasm; why, so powerfully, does 
it delight the taste and touch the heart ? 

It is, we answer, because it is a poem, and 
a lyric poem; a lyric poem of rare excel- 
lence and beauty, if not unsurpassed in any 
IjinoiiAio anmnnt nr mndprn What is a 
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lyric poem? It will be interesting to in- 

quire, since the larger portion of the poetry of 
the Hebrews, whether didactic, pastoral, ele- 

giac or strictly lyrical, belongs to this class 
We believe they had no dramatic poetry, and 
that the Book of Job is their only epic.— 
The lyric is that species of poetry in which 
the poet directly expresses his own feelings. 
In the drama, the poet deals with the actions 
and character and feelings of others; in the 

epic, he exhibits to us, as contemplated by 
himself, a series of such actions and charac- 
ters. But alike in the drama and the epic, 
the feelings of others, not those of the poet, 
form the predominate characteristic. In the 

lyric department, on the other hand, the 

poet’s own feeelings are directly poured forth 
in song. His admiration, love, hatred, or 

revenge ; his adoration»of a hero or a God ; 
his love of nature, of country, or of woman, 
it is of these master feelings that the lyric 
form of poetry is the vehicle of expression 
and relief. The lyric is, in other words, the 

out-burst from the heart, and out of the 

abundance of the heart it does not speak, but 

sings. 
Is is therefore most warm and impassioned 

when called forth by present circumstances. 
Its first requisite is intense and overpowering 
feeling, such as will not admit of silence, lest 
the full heart should break. But it is also 

necessary, besides this, that the feeling should 
itself be poetical. The lyre disdains prosaic 
or common-place themes. The exploits oi 
the hero, the self-sacrifice of the patriot, the 
devotion of the martyr, the good man strug- 
gling with his fate, the battle “lost and 
won,” “the earthquake shout of victory,” the 
exile’s lament, the sorrows of the unfortU' 

nate, the rescue of the oppressed and the 

downfall of the tyrant, the charms of womai 

in her loveliness, the wonders of the universe 
; the beauties of the landscape, the roar of the 

t! waters, the might and majesty of God, these, 
or kindred themes, must inspire the poet’s 

, muse, in order that his song should live for- 
ever. 

How strikingly is this intense and poetical 
■ feeling displayed in the national anthem of 
> Deborah! How fresh, warm, and impas- 
: sioned is the emotion that runs through this 
i grand hymn of joy, exultation, triumph, 

praise, and adoration, composed on that day, 
in the very flush of victory and deliverance! 

; We hear the victor’s shout, the patriot’s ex- 

i ultation, but above all the believer’s praise. 
The Almighty is indeed the hero of the song. 
The key note is the same that had inspired 
Moses. “I will sing unto the Lord, for he 
hath triumphed gloriously; the horee and his 
rider hath he thrown into the sea. Who is 
like unto thee, 0 Lord, among the gods ?— 
Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fear- 
ful in praises, doing wonders ? The Lord is 
a man of war; the Lord is his name.” It is 
He that has avenged^jael. It was He that 
woT>: out c!' Seir t' the field 
of Edom. It was^^H&efore Him that the 
mountains melted, even that Sinai from be 
fore the Lord God of Israel; that the earth 
trembled and the heavens dropped; the 
clouds also dropped water. It was to His 

help that Meroz came not up against the 

mighty. It is His enemies that have per- 
ished. The whole poem is, in truth, an ode 
in honor of Jehovah. The profound rever- 

ence and adoration for Him, the glad homage 
of praise to Him, the giving of the glory to 

llim, constitute the master feeliDg that forced 
Deborah to pour forth her soul in this bold 
and animated lyric; that compelled her to 

exclaim to herself: “Awake, awake; utter 

a song.” 
But there are other requisites still of the 

lyric art. The poet may feel deeply, and 
his feeling may be poetical too, yet he needs 
other aids besides. His poom must be hap- 
pily constructed: his ideas must possess nov- 

elty, impressiveness, and variety; he must 

command the powers of style to convince the 

understanding, the mysterious charm of verse 

or rytnm to please tne ear, tne Deauty ana 

sublimity of imagery to strike the imagina- 
tion and captivate the taste. Does the soDg 
of Deborah possess any or all of these ex- 

cellencies? IIow well, or how ill, is the 

poem constructed, what happy transition of 
ideas and scenes characterises it—in what 

vigor of style, under what imagery, with 
what power of description, has her genius 
arrayed itself? Let us briefly consider these 

literary characteristics of the poem before us. 

Its construction seems to us highly artistic. 
There is, first, the solemn commencement; 
then the woful and sad picture of the coun- 

try’s desolation, idolatry, and enervation be- 
fore the great battle; then the sweet and 

grateful picture of the blessings of peace and 

independence, that have returned to the land; 
then the description of the gathering of the 
tribes by whose courage these blessings were 

achieved, the eulogy of those who responded 
to the appeal to arms, the sarcasm against 
those who proved recreant on the grand oc* 

casion; then the shock of battle, and its “life, 
fire, and energy,” then the withering curse 

upon the inhabitants of Meroz, then the en- 

comium upon Jael, blessed above women in 
the tent, then the graphic story of Sisera’s 

ignoble end, the “ bitter pathos over his 
mother’s grief and disappointment, and final- 

ly the closing prayer. 
The stylo is concise and simple. It was 

the fashion of the old Hebrew poets to deal 
in Ai words of learned length and thundering 
sound.” Brief, nervous, perspicuous, the 

style and diction of this poem are powerful 
from their very simplicity and conciseness. 
What meaning is compressed within a few 

monosyllables! How vividly are scones de- 
scribed by one or two master-strokes of the 

pen! There is no redundancy of expression. 
The reader is hurried along by rapid transi- 
tion from one part of the poem to the other. 
The plainness and simplicity of the words 
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(to be concluded ) 
“I Can Do That Too." 

The Rev. Dr. Duryea thus beautifully 
concluded his address at the funeral of the 
late Baxter Dickinson, D. D., in Brooklyn : 

“ When last I conversed with him—it was 

the Sabbath, just as the evening was bring- 
ing its shadows over his couch—I shall never 

forget. May I nevaLlose the inspiration ho 

gave to my owti4[^v.nd hope. Looking 
upon his features, with traces of his smile 

still lingering upon his face, in response to 

my last words, ‘The anchor is cast within 
the vail; it will hold, it cannot drag.’ 

“I was forced to exclaim to those who 

were around him, viewing his peaceful de- 

parture into life, I can do that too.’ And 
so I can. And I will. Thanks be unto 

God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

“Christian brethren, we know not how 
near we may now be to the end. Sure I am 

some of us are very near. Lot us enter the 

kingdom of heaven even as a little child, 
put our hands into the hands of the Man of 
Nazareth, our hearts against the heart of the 

Son of God, and pray the prayer we so often 

sing in that sweet hymn, 
Father, whate’er of earthly bliss 
Thy sovereign will denies’— 

* Let the sweet hope that I am Thine’— 

as the Christian, as by an instinct so often 
makes the text, and then returns to it again, 
saying, 

* Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine, 
My life and death attend; 

Thy presenoe through my journey shine 
And crown my journey’s end.’ ” 

Profession.—The public profession of re- 

ligion, or confession of Christ, is an indis- 

pensable duty. Christ loved us openly and 

i bore reproach and death for us. 

From the Southern Presbyterian lievi w. 

THE PAN PRE8BYTERI AN ALLIANCE 

(concluded ) 
5 Another fatal objection is, that thia 

Alliance will only expose our Church to ad- 
ditional peril, from that which is the great 
evil of the times, the spread of a latitudina- 
rian spirit. The leading bodies with which 
we are invited to ally ourselves are all taint- 
ed with Broad Churchism. That this charge 
is truo as to the Radioal Presbyterian Church 
of America, none among U3 can deny. The 
fusion of the two branches made it avowedly 
a Broad Church, a3 was demonstrated, not 

by our writers, but by the Rev. Drs. Hodge 
and Van Dyke, and the Rev. Samuel Mil- 
ler. As to another leading denomination 
represented in the Presbyterian Alliance, it 
was the fortune of the writer to hear the fol- 
lowing sentiments publicly uttered by one of 
its prominent ministers, and applauded to 
the echo: “ We have no right to require uni- 
formity of doctrine or ritual within any of 
our own borders. We are bound to recog- 
nize all the variety in our own Church, that 
we recognize in others." That the same lit- 
itudinariaiflfpiFit is fcav’Onirg the Presbyte- 
rian Churches of Great Britain, is but too 

plain from their church journals. They no 

longer have the true ring of orthodoxy.— 
The Presbyterian Church of France has 

lately been rent into two bodies. One is 
Rationalistic and Socinian ; the other, the 
comparatively sound one, did not dare to re- 

iidopt the Gallican Confession, and enforce 
its teachings upon all its officers, but only 
adopted, in general terms, an evangelical 
creed. The Broad Churchism of the Alli- 
ance itself is clearly disclosed by its ambig- 
uous doctrinal basis. This is the “ consen- 

sus of the Reformed Churches.” Who shall 
state this consensus? Does it include the 
sense in which Drs. B.jman and Barnes pro- 
fessed to hold the Westminster Confession ? 
This is to be supposed. Again, according 
to the uniform classification of church his- 

tory, the Congregational Churches of New 
England belong to the Reformed branch of 
Protestant Christendom. Lately, the high- 
est convention known to this body of Chris- 
tians formally cast away their doctrinal 
standards. Drs. N. Taylor and Bushnell 
are probably the accepted exponents of the 
larger part of the ministers. We presume 
that this consensus may embrace this type 
of the Reformed theology also. We repeat, 
the associations into wbicn tnis Alliance win 

introduce us, will be found Broad Church. 
Now, as long as the words of Scripture hold 
true, that “evil communications corrupt good 
manners,” the association will inevitably be 
found unwholesome to our own soundness in 
the faith and doctrinal unity. But that 
watchman upon the walls of Zion, who “has 

knowledge of the times, to know what Israel 

ought to do,” is aware that the peril to truth 
and righteousness, from this latitudinarian 
spirit, is so fearful, that to expose our be- 
loved Church to it causelessly, is little short 
of madness. 

Dr. Palmer, in his unanswerable argument 
at St. Louis, foreshadowed another influence 
which must make this Alliance a Broad 
Church one. Its creed, as to doctrine and 
order, must be the result of ooncessione.— 
Whatever is obnoxious to the convictions of 
any of the constituent bodies, must be elimi- 
nated from the common platform. One point 
must be conceded to one party, and another 
to another, until there is left, as the com- 

mon doctrine taught by the Alliance, only 
the most emasculated Presbyterianism. 

6. But there are more grave objections to 
this movement than those already unfolded. 
It contains the egg of a monster. The prin- 
ciple on which it is demanded is anti-Pro- 
testant and anti Presbyterian. The first 
development may appear but harmless and 
trivial,—indeed, the first organization is so 

trivial as to be nugatory and useless ;—but 
the principle which dictates the alliance will 
be suro to unfold itself with logical consis- 

tency, and the “King Log,” which is now 

tendered to us silly frogs by this Jupiter 
Tonans of Nassau Hall, will in due time 
be replaced by the “King S:ork.” Dr. 
Blaikie, of Scotland, may be accepted as a 

good exponent of the movement. He tolls 
us that the need of this alliance is to supply 
a defect of Presbyterianism, which is an 

ecumenical presbyterial court at the apex 
of our constitutional system of Presbyteries 
and Synods. He declares that without such 
a visible centre of unity, our system is in- 

complete and weak ; that Christ evidently 
did not design it to remain so; and that the 
true significance of this Alliance is, that it 
is the germ of that ecumenical court having 
supreme jurisuicuon over an tue ouuiuueo iu 

the earth. Do they propose to claim such 

jurisdiction for it ? Oh no, not now. This, 
says Dr. Blaikie, “ would wreck the whole 
scheme.” But yet he is discontented with 
the Evangelical Alliance, because its meet- 

ings “ have avowedly been meetings, not ot 

church representatives, but of individuals as- 

sociated only in a private capacity.” lie 
desires that the delegates to the Pan-Pres- 

byterian Council shall be representatives ap 
pointed by the Assemblies of the several 
Churches, either directly or through commit- 
tees. He says that we are as yet “unripe,” 
indeed, for such a council as would have au- 

thoritative jurisdiction. “But the idea is 
of course not excluded.” “ Whether the 
council proposed will work towards such a 

result,” is a question which he does not de- 
cide. But that it ought to work towards it, 
he very obviously believes and expects; since 
he declares it the “ natural crown of an edi 
fice which has never yet been brought to 

completion.” 
Such are the desires and theories which 

underlie and prompt this alliance. They in 
volve one of the essential elements of Popery 
The cardinal doctrine of the Reformers con- 

cerning the Church was, that only the spirit- 
ual and invisible Church could be Catholic 
or Ecumenical. They taught that the only 
unity designed by Christ among the several 
branches of his people on this earth was the 

spiritual unity. It was only on these prem- 
ises that they were able to refute the preten- 
sions of Popery. If the edifice “ is not 

brought to completion” until this visible ecu- 

menical bond is provided, then it is still in 

complete uutil a universal unity of the whole 
visible Church, Reformed, Lutheran, and 

Episcopal, is formed—that is to say, a pope, 
either singular or plural. That such a pa- 
pal head will need infallibility, and all other 

papal attributes, to decide correctly all the 
multifarious interests and d.ffjrences of the 
Christian world, is very evident. Citations 
might easily be made from the s undest Re 
formed divines, proving this point. Turret- 
tin denies that such an external unity in a 

visible centre is any mark of the true Church 

Principal Cunningham (Hist. Theol., pag< 

24, of Vol, i iys there is “ no warrant 

Scripture for e^ing that the unity the 

predicated ‘-Church of Carist necei 

8arily implies all the societies claimin 
to be regardj, ^ churches of Christ mu 

be included iu i external visible commui 

ion, and subjec > one external visible go 
ernment.” Ai in other places he intimati 
pretty clearly, that this demand contains, i 
his view, the foundation principle of Poper 
Let the notions which the advocates of th 
Pan Presbyterian Alliance desire, throug 
it, to propagate, once become current, an 

we shall soon learn practically that there 
little difference between a pope in the singula 
and in the plural number. The essentii 
doctrines of Popery will rcippear; the m 

cessity of outward uniformity ; the damnin 
nature of outward schism (so called); fh 
confounding of the attributes of the visibl 
and invisible Churches. Again, the earn 

argument which demands that the Presbyte 
rian Churches must be unified in a visibl 
centre, will necessarily be extended to a 

others recognised as true Churchgs thoug 
non-Presbyterifc^-such aB the Wcs’eyan, Lu 
theran, Thus will com 

byterian, bw^BwProtestant; and the ne 

cessary conditions of its existence will b 

precisely that combination of loose, unfaith 
ful, doctrinal Broad ChurchUm, with tyran 
nical enforcement of outward union and uni 
formity, which now characterises Popery.— 
The Protestant world will be aoou educatei 
to set inordinate store by that of which Go< 
makes least account—formal union; at th 

expense of that which he regards as of su 

preme value—doctrinal fidelity. He wh< 
does not see that the Evangelical Allianci 
has already begun to produce this disastrou 
result, must be blind indeed. It is obvious 
ly the “ tidal wave” of modern sentiment 
the “ ziet geist" of our day, as truly as it wai 

of the days of Leo the Groat; and it is ai 

vital to the life of Christianity now, as i 
was then, that it be exposed and resisted. 

The theory of real Presbyterianism is ai 

plain as it is scriptural. It recognises thi 
subordination of courts, and of a smallei 
part of one communion to the whole thereof 
(in the Lord,) as represented in the higher oi 

highest church court. It proposes to extern 
the communion thus unified, so far as hearty 
and thorough agreement upon doctrines anc 

church ordtr extends, and no farther. Tbii 
j: a- _.„j 
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only to tyranny, or latitudiarianism, or both 
Our Fathers gave a notable illustration o 

this scriptural view in 1837. Finding undei 
the nominal jurisdiction of our Assembly 
two schools of conviction as to both doctrim 
and order, they persistently destroyed the p: e 

tended unity, and compelled a separatioi 
into two communions. Did they attempt t< 

exclude the New School from the pale of th< 
visible Church catholic? Not at all. The] 
continued to recognize their ordination, sac 

raments, and church-rights. But they in 
sisted that it must be a separate church order 
so separate, that they would not even entei 
into a “fraternal correspondence.” This wai 

the Presbyterianism of the Bible—of the Re 
formers. Now, so far as a real and heart] 
unity of doctrinal belief and church orde: 
extends, so far may a supreme presbyteria 

| court extend its common jurisdiction. Doei 
such a real unity exist among the Presbyte 
rian Churches of the world ? Will it evei 

exist this side of the millennium ? Differ 
enceB of race, language, geographical posi 
tion, national customs, and interests, will in 

evitably perpetuate such differences as wil 
render it impossible to unite them all in on 

jurisdiction until “there shall be no mor 

sea,” and until the curse of Babel shall b 
repaired. Would the old Assembly, in th 
glorious days of 1845, have permitted.thi 
Presbyterian Churches of Scotland and Ire 
land, then so much sounder than they ar 

now, to legislate for us, or even to claim th 
moral force of their recommendations ove 

us ? Nay, verily ! Even to the latter, oui 

Assemblies sternly demurred—and rightly 
They refused to allow the abolition diatribe 
of the Scotch and Irish to be obtruded on ou 

people; knowing that the local and nation 
al differences of Great Britain disqualifies 
them for understanding or handling ou 

rights and duties in this matter. Our As 
semblies did right. Slavery has been vio 
lently and wickedly abolished, partly througl 
the mischievous influences of those very dia 
tribes. Have all the grounds of social am 

national difference in the future been aboi 
ished f lie must be a soft and childish Uto 
pian indeed, who flatters his hopes with this 
“ That which hath been is that which shal 
be.” But men exclaim : Is not Christianit; 
to make these things better ? We reply 
les; in tnat unknown iuturo day, wne; 

Christ shall, by bis own secret power, (b; 
that kingdom which is within us, and not b; 
men’s 'exclaiming, La here, and lo there! 
have made the churches “ first pure; the 
peaceable.” But the writer, for one, con 

fesses that he fails to see a single hopefu 
sign that this blessing is to be brought t 
man by the hands of a generation of Chris 
tians who are now generally dominated by 
truculent and infidel abolitionism ; who con 

found with the Protestant theory of consti 
tutional republican right, the insane Leve 
lers’ theon^j^he frantic Lilburn of Cron 
well’s da^M^he atheistic radicalism of th 

Reign of Terror, and impudently call thei 
by the same name; who immerse modern sc 

cisty in the most lavish and luxurious sensi 

ous indulgences ever known to any age 
who revel everywhere in an atmosphere ( 

ritualism and will-worship ; and whose evai 

gelical reign is signalised by this moder 
outbreak of social and political corruptioi 
threatening, according to their owa confei 
sion, to dissolve our social order in gener; 
moral putrescence. 

7. The crowning objection to our repr 
sentation in this Alliauco is, that our ow 

Constitution forbids it. We hold that, a 

cording to that Constitution, our Assembl 
had precisely as much right to appoint coc 

missioners to such a body, as to appoint 
Grand Lama for Thibet. “The Assembl 

only appointed a committee, with powers 
appoint delegates.” This evasion serves r 

purpose; for what the Assembly did by i 
committee, it virtually did per se ; and if tl 
connexion between us and the Alliance is 
subsist, future appointments must, of cours 

be made on the floor of the Assembly, < 

confirmed there. Now, either these counci 
are to be judicatories exercising churcb-poi 
er over the A 33embly, or they are not. 

they are, then representation in them is su 

stantially a new feature, outside of our Co 
stitution. That instrument calls our Asset 

bly our rupreme court. In it all appea 
and references stop; from it emanate tl 

highest instructions, under Christ. B 
here is a higher court, and another course 

i authority. It is difficult to sec how ai 

in moral truth can be plainer than this : thal 
re if it is right for us to be represented in thes 
i- councils, then the imperative step for us t 

g take beforehand, is to procure an amendraen 
3t (or rather a revolution) in our own Consti 
l- tution, by an orderly reference to the Pres 
7- byteriep. But gentlemen will take the othe 
>6 horn of the dilemma ; they say the council 
n of this Alliance are not to be church courts 

r. Very well; then they are private and vol 
b untary meetings of Christians. From thi 
h point of view, the Aesembly has neithei 
d power nor business touching an appointmen 
e to them. And precedents show that the As 
r sembly has always understood its powere, at 

] well as the proprieties of the matter, thus 
i- The Assembly approves the Tcmperanc< 
y cause. Has she ever condescended to appoini 
e a commissioner to represent her in a Tern 
e perance convention ? If such a thing wer< 

e moved, any Assembly would rise up as ont 

man and resist. But we have a case still 
e more in point; The Assembly never con- 

1 sented by her authority to appoint a com- 

i migsioner to the Evangelical Alliance. II 
■ any of her ministr reweut, they went on theii 
e own responsibility s*a<|)rivate individuals.— 

When the Alliance was about to meet in 

New York, and the Yankee heavens and 
b earth were moved about it, our Assembly at 

Little Rock was not jostled from its course 

one minute—not a vote was cast in favor ol 
its prostituting its authority to such an ap 
pointment. Now, this case is exactly paral- 

1 iel—this Presbyterian Alliance, according to 
! this eecond branch of the dilemma, is pre- 
? cisely an Evangelical Alliance of smaller 

extent. 
) We may be reminded of the clause in the 
! Form of Government which clothes the As- 
i sembly with the power of “ corresponding 

with foreign churches on such terms as may 
, be agreed upon by the Assembly and the 
i corresponding body,” and of our Assembly 
i delegates annually sent to the (Dutch) Ile- 
[ formed and the Associate Reformed Churches 

in America. We reply with the question: 
, Is this Pan-Presbyterian Alliance a Church? 

Has it ecclesiastical powers ? If so, let it 
be spoken out. Again, the correspondence 
to be lawful, must be between the Assembly 
and the Churches represented in the Alliance. 

\ Is this so, or not ? When Dr. Girardeau 
charged that our appearance in this Alliance 

i brought us into correspondence with our de- 
, tractors and irjurers, the Radical American 

m-u Ji-— i—i _ 
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we would not correspond, gentlemen said, 
[ Oh, no! Now, which is it? If we do not, 

in this Alliance, correspond with the Church- 
es represented in it, and that directly, in- 
cludiDg this one with which we refuse to cor- 

respond, this article gives our Assembly no 

, right. Once more, the terms are to be ar- 

, ranged between the Churches corresponding 
» —not with a nondescript tertium quid.— 
r When Alexander of Macedon was asked to 

run a race at the Olympian games, he an- 

swered: “ Yes, provided kings are my com- 

r petitors.” So, our Assembly deigns to treat, 
provided spiritual queens treat with her : she 

, does not stoop to place herself on a level with 

any voluntary association of private persons 
which offers itself. Her acts are and must 
be authoritative and responsible. She de- 

1 mands a responsible party to treat with, and 
j that not a superior, but an equal. Finally, 

who dreams that, under the modest word, 
“ correspondence,” the framers of our Con- 
stitution ever desigued to "confer all these 
vague legislative powers ? Their meaning in 
the Constitution is the Constitution. They 

1 doubtless chose the word correspondence, bo- 
> cause correspondence is not alliance. My 
» correspondent is not my business partner.— 
> The relation which our Assembly assigned to 

3 itself as to “ foreign Churches,” was careful- 
ly chosen so as to repudiate that common 

visible centre of unity at which this Alliance 
; aims, and to leave the manifestation of Chris- 
> tian unity, where the Bible leaves it, com- 

r munity of principles, spirit, and affections. 
It was with good reason, then, that Dr, 

Palmer warned Dr. Robinson, in the last 
3 Assembly, that in going into this Alliance, 
r he was launching into i disastrous revolu- 

tion. The step which the Assembly has been 
] betrayed into is but as “ the letting out ol 
r waters.” If the chasm bo not speedily 

closed, we shall find ourselves upon a flood, 
which will strand us far from our proper 

3 moorings, and amidst the wreck of the pre 
cious interests which the Head of the Church 

l has committed to our care. 
-^ t ^ — — 

Lifting Up the Standard. 

] The enemy is coming in like a flood, bu' 

j the Spirit of tho Lord has lifted up a stand 
: ard against him. Not only in the greai 
1 cities but throughout the country and ie 
^ 

many lands, aro there powerful revivals o: 

j religion. These are strictly in the line of i 

i great series of mighty religious movements 

which have been in progress for years past 
' and are the forerunners of still greater spir 
3 itual events. Satan rages; “the kingdomi 
a 

are moved,” but God works. Old truths 
and new agencies and remarkable combina 
tious of means, opportunities aud provi 
dences, characterize the' period. The oh 
and the new worlds “ clap their hands to 

^ gether before the Lord,” and “ distant na 

tions catch the flying joy.” 
i- In addition to the ordinary means o 

; grace, and the increasing activity of pastors 
evangelists are preaching tho gospel to grea 

^ multitudes, and mectiogs for prayer am 

praisa are thronged in Europe, Asia am 

i- Australia. Missions are more succesefu 
il than ever in heathen and scmi-evangelizoi 

lands. The Bible is moro widely diffuse' 
3* 

and in more tongues, and it is more thorough 
c. ly studied and taught in Subbath School 

y throughout Christendom. The pulpit speak 
i out more powerfully the saving and aancti 
a fying truths of the gospel, and takes a bold-. 
^ stand against tho unrighteousness and th 

°0 ungodliness of men. Even the sjcular pr i 

ts has been made the comm in reporter of th 

to gospel and of tho news of the kingdom 
:o Sunday Schools and Bible schools are spring 
e’ ing up in large numbers in Germany, France 

jg Italy, and other countries where they ar 

comparative novelties. There is a singula 
If readiness among tho people to hear the go; 
b- pel in its most simple form. Converts ar 
a* number by tens of thousands. Churches ar 

J’ revived, strengthened, enlarged, and pr< 

ie pared for more extensive Christian influence 

at Out of these movements will undoubted! 
of come large accessions to tho lay agencief 
iy tho prospective ministry, and tho workin 

, forces of the churches. Denominational 
3 differences will continue to exist, but with- 
1 out much controversy, and there are grow- 

ing tendencies to aad to lid reajcns for closer — 

union among all truly Christian churches, 
r ministers and people. Apart from all the 
3 attractions of holy brotherhood and “the 
■ communion of saints," this unity of purpose 

and action is becoming more and more ne- 

cessary, “because iniquity abounds." “The 

; enemy is coming in liko a fboi" against the 

Bible, the Sabbath, the Church, the Cross of 
1 Christ, the power of the Spirit, and' every- 

thing that is distinctively Christian. The 
demons will tear their victims before they 
can be cast o<ut- We must expect this.— 
But around tho uplifted Standard let every 
soldier of the Cross and every recruit of the 

army of our great Captain rally with the 

courage of unquestioning faith. The battle 
is not ended yet. It is but extending its 

range and hastening to the final conflict.— 
Let none fall under the cura* of Mere* in 
this great day of the Lord God Almighty. 

From the Missionary for April. 

LETTER FROM REV. G. L LEYBURN. 

Athens, Greece, Jan. 22, 1876. 

Since our last letter, everything has been 

going on quietly, and during this time we 

have had some intere3tiog services. As I 

believe, one of us mentioned in a former let- 
ter, we determined to have our “ annual 

meetiog 
" the first of January, so our breth- 

ren from Salonika, Volos and Patras, Messrs. 

Micbrelides, Antoniades and Laroutsee, all 

came here about the first of the year, and 
were with us for some two weeks or more. 

Services were held every evening during 
the “ week of prayer," in the church be- 
tween 4 and 5 P. M. The attendance upon 
these services was very good, better, a good 
deal, than I had expected; there were upon 
an average some forty persons in attendance 

every day, and the numbers rather increased 
that otherwise as the meeting progressed.— 
The services consisted—as in our own coun- 

try—of reading the Scriptures, singing, 
prayers and short addresses. It was a very 
pleasant time to us all, and made the more 

so by the presence ot the brethren men- 

tioned above. Daring their stay here, we 

had frequent conferences with these, our co- 

laborers, hearing reports from their various 

fields, giving instruction and advice as to the 
best methods, &c., &c. We have also a good 
man at Patros, but as he has very recently 
gone there, and is engaged chiefly in the Bi- 
ble work, we did not think it best yet to 

speak of Patrcs as a station occupied by our 

mission. Mr. Liroutsee, who is there, has 
not yet thought it best to attempt any regu- 
lar public service, though we urged him to 

do sn as soon as it seemed possible. And we 

hope that ere long we can speak of that as 

one of our fields, and that Mr. Laroutseo 
will be able gradually to give himself, if the 

way open, more and more to the evangelistic 
work. 

As I eat from day to day with these five 
Greek brethren (Kalopothakes and Kazacos 
besides the three mentioned,) I could but 
think how good the Lord has been in rais- 

ing up from among this people so many men 

of such character and ability. May they all 
be “filled with the Spirit,” and be kept 
faithful even unto the end. 

After full consultation and deliberation we 

thought it best to ordain Messrs. Kazacos 
and Micfccelides. So brother Kalopothakes 
and 1 examined them, going over very much 
the same ground as in similar examinations 
in our Presbyteries, and I was gratified, as 

well as almo3t surprised, to find how well 

posted “ these brethren were,” and it only 
convinced me the more of the value and im- 

portance of studying the Scriptures; for, so 

far as theological learning was concerned, 
the Bible had been their chief, if not exclu- 

; sivc “ text-book.” After these examina- 

tions were conclude!, on last Sabbath even- 

i ing we solemnly ordained these brethren to 
thn Cull wrtrlr aAflAAl minialrv. “ hv 

-- -— -o i- y • y 

the laying on of hands.’’ Dr. K. of course, 
, conducted most of the services, I only gave 
( the charge to “the newly ordained bishop;” 
, this I did in English, and Dr. Iv. afterwards 

read a translation of it in Greek. On the 
j morniDg of the same day—the first Sabbath 

, of the Greek year—we had our communion. 
All these services, concluding as they did 

with the communion and the ordination, 
l were very pleasant, and wo hope all were 

■ “profited thereby.” We aro all well and 
■ unite our kindest regards. 

♦ — ■ 

f Square Sermons.—The Vermont Chroni- 

cle, borrowing an idea from Spurgeon’s 
[ “Talks to My Pupils,’ says: 

“There is much ado being made just now 

about the proper length of sermons. The 
1 rule seem3 to be, aa deduced from a vast 
1 uumber of particular facts and opinions, that 
1 the length of a sermon sbould be equal to its 
1 breadth and depth. It should be, in fact, 

the square thing. It ought not to be meas- 

ured oy the linear foot, as moo measuro tape 
s 

and libbons; but by tho cubic foot, as men 
? measure wheat and other grain. If it has no 

depth, it ought to have no length. 

B Dr. Vincent says in the Sunday School 

B Journal: “ If you are a Bible class teacher, 
B don’t be a lecturer. Don’t be a preacher. 
_ Don’t be an rxhorter. Don’t be a decl'aimer. 

Be a teacher. A teacher gets work out of 
hia scho!ars—gets questions, gets answers, 

B g ata hinta, gets a good chance to keep his 

r mouth shut a good part of the time, and the 
mouths of his scholars open and their brains 

c. busy, and their hearts excited. Teach! 

e 
teach!” 

Perhaps there has been no simpler defi- 
i. nition of faith than the one given by the late 

7 Dr. Bushcell, that “ it is that act whereby 
i, one person—a sinner—commits himself to 

g another person —a Saviour.” % 



(Central |trcsl)i)tam 
REV. WILLIAM BROWS. D. D., Editor. 

Richmond, Va., Wednesday, April 5,1876. 

gfcjy- Look at Your Label.—Oar sub- 

scribers are urgently requested to examine 
their accounts, as presented on the label at- 

tached to their papers. Where a remittance 

ITTueTpleaae help it this w*vt and hinder it 

not. 

PREMIUMS FOR 1876. “S* 

It has never been according to our views 

of propriety to go into a sort of general com- 

mission business of things good, bad and in- 

different, to offer enticements for new sub- 

scribers. The only premiums given are in 

money, or in the paper itself. For 18*6 we 

present the following: 
1. Any person sending the name ot a sub- 

scriber, other than his own and who has not 

taken the paper heretofore, and sending pay- 

ment, may retain 7"> cents as bis commis- 

sion. Or, 
2. Any person sending three subscribers, 

of the description above, and also sending 
§0 payment, may receive the Central Pres- 

byterian for one year. ^ 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States 

Will meet in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Savannah, Ga., on the third Thursday (18th day) 
of May, 1876, at 11 A. M. The opening sermon 

will be preached by the Rev. if. D. IIogk, D. IX, 
Moderator of the last Assembly. 

The undersigned, Committee on Commissions, 
will be present in the Lecture room cf saidohureb, 
at 8 P. M. of the 17th of May, to enroll the names 

of Commissioners. 
The special attention of Presbyteries is called to 

the action touching the Assembly’s Contingent and 
Commissioners’ Fund, recorded on pages 35 and 
36 of Minutes of 1875. 

JOSEPH K. WILSON. Staled Clerk. 
WILLIAM BROWN, Permanent Clerk. 

Spring Presbyteries.—Sessions of churches 
will send up reports on—1. Sabbath Schools; 2 

Systematic Beneficence; 3. Statistics ; 4. W ritten 
Marratives; 5. Records; 6. Quota of Presbyteriai 
Fund. 

THE PAN-PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL. 

Our readers will find in this paper, as was 

promised last week, the remaining part of 

the article from tho Southern Presbyterian 
Review. They are requested to give it a 

careful inspection ; this will obviate the ne 

cessity of quoting it to much extent. Then 
let them judge whether the following re- 

marks present a satisfactory answer. The 

sections are taken according to their cum- 

ber, beginning with the— 
5th. Exposing our Church to peril from 

contact with the latitudinarian spirit prevail- 
ing in other Presbyterian bodies. Concern- 

ing what is advanced throughout that sec- 

tion there is this to be answered— 

(1.) A general answer is, that the au- 

thor’s view would involve his church in a 

9trange and lamentable inconsistency. Our 

Assembly mast net send delegates to this 

Presbyterian Alliance because tho leading 
bodies in it aro “ all tainted with Broad 

Churchism.” And yet he knows perfectly 
well that this same Assembly actually ha9 

sent, or has signified its readiness to send, 
corresponding delegates to neariy all of them. 
Ilis course of argument would m*ko cur 

Church stultify itsoll: We shall become 

tainted if we touch this concern as a whole, 
but it is altogether safe to be brought 
into contact with nearly all the parts of 

which it is composed! Way did not the ob- 

jector drive hi9 nail to the head while he was 

at it, and say, our Assembly ought to have 

nothing whatever to do with any of th<?m.— 
That might indeed comport with hi3 own 

views, but not with the consistency, and, we 

trust, not with the fixed purpose of our 

Church. But for a more particular answer 

we remark— 
(2.) That in general the Presbyterian 

bodies of the world arc no more latitudina- 
rian in doctrine now than formerly. The 
Old School Presbyterian Church is iadeed an 

exception, to a certain extent, and to an ex- 

tent we exceedingly regret. By its union in 

1870 it became, not formally or avowedly, but 

really, and under the circumstances, of neces- 

sity, considerably broadened. The churches 
in Scotland are as orthodox as they bave 

commonly been, and far mere so than in the 

days of Dr. Witherspoon, and during the 

reign of Moderatism. So of the churches in 

Ireland and England. As to France we 

think the writer i3 far away from the re 

cord. Let the matter of their present Con- 

fession of Faith be as it may, all who have 

watched the history of the Reformed Church 
there for the last twea:y years, know what a 

contest ha3 been going on between the E /aa- j 
gelical and Rationalistic parties, wuich end-1 
ed last year in tee triumph of the former, I 

and the secession of the latter. Arid why ? I 

Because the Evangelical party required the 

adoption of declarations so orthodox that j 
they could not stand the test. 

As to a certain remark beard ly the 

writer and “ applau ie 1 to too echo, if our 

impression is correct it wis made in Canada 
two or three years ago. Tao several bodies 
of Presbyterians there, ail orthodox, though 
unhappily divided upon very minor questions, 
wore about to unite. The remark, under 
such circumstances, deserved all the aprlausr 
it received. 

(3.) Too “ Consensus of the lie formed 
Churches,” we maintain, has a well defi ltd 

moaning as to their doctrine and order. The 

volume, “ Corpus Confeeaionam,” is every 
where quoted when we wish to demonstrate 
their agreement ic all essential thing?. Thar 
this Consensus would not define ali minute 

point3 may be admitted. But the Alliance 
does not contemplate such discussions. 

(4.) It is 3aid that the M creed of the Al- 

liance, “ as to doctrine and order, must be 

the result of concessions.” This whole clas9 
of objections proceeds from the idea that j 
this Alliance must not only be able to stand 

upon the general agreement of the Reformed 

Churches, bat unless it can square itself upon 

all the peculiar opinions belonging to the : 

bodies composing it, then it must be, if not a 

deception, a snare. 

‘Jth. This objection the writer presents as 

one of much more grave importance. The 

Alliance, he declare, “ contains the seed of a 

monster.” “ Tho desires and theories which 
underlie and prompt this Alliance,” “involve 
one of the essential elements of Popery.” 

The announcement of such on alarming 
statement was almost enough to upset a man 

of excitable temperament and weak nerves ; 

but after recovering a little such considera- 
tions as tho following came to our relief. 

(1 ) It seemed strange that the writer 

should sot out with the opinion that this Al- 

liance was not “ going to effect anything ex- 

cept talk,” and then wind up by represent- 
ing it as big with mischiof and ruin It is not 

yet developed, indeed, but the seed is there, 
and will bo sure to grow into a baneful 

I'pas tree, spreading poison and death over 

the Church. Here, then, comes out at last 

an a*ful potentiality from what the reader 
had been given to understand was mere 

“wind that passeth away and cometh not 

again.” But that is only tho author’s incon- 

sistency : so in tbo second place— 
(2) Is it not marvellous in tho extreme 

that all this should have escaped the detec- 

tion of the whole Presbyterian Church in 

Europe and America. 
After a careful examination of the subject 

they sent delegates to form this Alliance. If 

there is anything which Presbyterianism de- 

tests it is Popery, in its whole “seed, breed 

and generation.” Is it likely that a princi- 
ple, pregnant with this deadly evil, should 

escape their scrutiny ? Which is the more 

likely to make a mistake here, they or our 

brother in the Review 
A review of all that is advanced in this sec 

tion would far transcend our limits. Im- 

portant as it is in the discussion of this sub- 

ject, its fuller examination must be reserved 
for another time. If we understand the au 

thor rightly he maintains this: that the ef- 
fort to make the outward and visible Church 

on earth correspond in extent to the spirit- 
ual and invisible, is of the very essence of 

Popery. This position we do emphatically 
coutrovert. We do not hold that the out- 

ward and visible unity of the Church, in its 

several parts, is essential to a complete unity 
which is mainly invisible and spiritual. But 
we hold with Dr. Thornwell that— 

The visible or professing Church approaches 
perfection, as it seeks to realize the invisible or 

spiritual. The two ought to ooinoide, and the 
purity of the outward is determined by its approx- 
imation to the inward. A churoh, therefore, which 
cannot realize a visible unity, and thus aim to 

coincide with the invisible, is self-oondemned ; and 
any Constitution which does not reoognizo this faot 
is convioted of bciDg nnscriptural. This prinoiple 
of the unity of the Churoh lies at the foundation of 
the Presbyterian polity, and all its peculiarities are 

designed to bring this oat and give it formal ex- 

pression. It is singular that the only two bodies 
which claim to realize this unity are in the deadli- 
est antagonism—each charge the other with being 
Anti-Christ. They are the Churoh of Rome, and 
the Presbyterian Church. Rome docs, in a certain 
sense, give unity to the Church. She oompaots 
all its parts. There is no stronger outward rep 
re iontation of unity than is furnished in her system 
of government. There is, however, this marked 
differenoe between the two cases. The Church of 
Rome undertakes to exhibit the body in its unity 
with an earthly head, to exhibit Christ as well as 

his members: the Presbyterian Church exhibits 
in visible unity on earth the body only, and oonnects 

; ir with a heavenly* head, lhe Bishop ot Rome 
oUirns to be the head of the Churoh. (See Thorn- 
weir a Collected Writings; YoL 4, p. 135-6 ) 

D.\ Thornwell goes on to the next “ prin- 
ciple of the Presbyterian system," which is, 
“ that this unity is realized by representa- 
tive Assemblies.” In connection with other 

most pertinent observations he proceeds to 

show that these representatives assembled in 

| a parliament might be properly extended not 

only over a few churches, but 44 over the 

universal church.” He presents it thus: 

‘‘Suppose now two congregations to exist. 

They elect their representatives, who meet 
in ommon. The representative now covers 

two congregations. Ealarge these eupposi- 
; tints, and it will be perceived that the prin- 
j ciple of representation is capable of embody- 
ing any number of believers. Whole conti- 
nents may be made one body. The principle 
is susceptible of application to the whole hu- 
man ra«D unit man thprffnrfl Amhnilv th« 

whole Church on earth in one grand parlia- 
ment.” (Vol. 4, p. 137 ) 

Now all this the writer in the Review must 

set down as “one of the essential elements 

of Popery.” We leave to some future time 

the further discussion of this point, and with- 
out at pieseat entering into what is said of 
the views of the Reformers, of Turretine, 
D\ Cunningham and others, mu3t be con- 

tont at this time with the above quotation 
from a source which is well suited to give 
the reviewer and others some considerable 
“ puise," as to their premises. 

To the above wo would be glad to add 

here, if it were not too long, an extract from 
the speech of our dear and honored brother, 
Rev. Dr. B. M. Palmer, in the last Assem- 

bly. In that speech, a verbatim report of 
which is now before us, he declares his ap- 
proval o‘just such an idea as Dr. Thornwell 

presents, and reminds the body that at the 

Assembly in New (Means in 1858, he “in- 

troduced th;9 very idea and expressed the 

nope upon tho door of that body that I might 
yot :ive to sit in a General Assembly of the 

whole world.” And one main ground of his 

i:ss ,'iifac’ion with the proposed Alliance 
wa* that it did not have “ the checks and , 

limi ations upon its power which would at j 

fcach to a properly organized Church Court.” | 
S * wo see that the very thing which these 1 

eminent brethren set forth as the perfect idea i 

f a complete Presbyterian Church, the re < 

vie * r { ronoances to be the essence of Popery, 1 

* >*inst which be sounds the note of a most < 
o 

fearful alarm, and warning. Verily if this 1 

be P ;> rv, there must bo an abundance of * 

that “spiritual wickedness in high places” i 

over the whole Presbyterian Commonwealth; 
certainly our own Southern Church is more t 

than tainted, it is utterly infected and infest- 1 

el with it. £ 

14.) The reviewer says that the “real i 

theory cf Presbyterianism is to extend the 1 

communion thus uQided so far as hearty and c 

thorough agreement upon doctrines and s 

church order exists, and no further." If he c 

means here “ communion in organic union, f 

wo agree. And if an organic vmQji was p 

)ropo8ed in this Alliance (instead of being 
expressly disclaimed) its application here 

would be to the point. But the fact tailing, 
it all fails. 

(t>). The writer asserts that the Old School 
Presbyterians separated the New School 
from their communion in 1837, on account 

3f errors “ both of doctrin%ar.d order.”— 

They do indeed recognize existence of 
erroneous doctrine?, but the^rly separation 
!hey made was touching “ the four Synods,” 
and this (right or wrong) was grounded solely 
upon the unconstitutionality of tha Plan of 

Union under which they were alleged to 

have been organized. Farther, he assert? 

that they refused “ fraternal relations with 

the New School on account of these errors. 

If there is a syllable in point of fact to sus 

tain this, it has escaped our careful reading 
for forty years. 

(6.) Attention should be called to v.ha 

seems a fundamental error pervading the 
whole of this article. Toe idea seems to be 

that our Church must keep itself entirely to 

itself, until we are satisfied there is a “real 

and hearty unity of doctrinal belief and 

church order,” and then, (after all he ha? 
eaid before) the writer consents that as far as 

this agreement exists, “so far may a su- 

preme Presbyterian court^HKul its juris- 
diction.” Very good : :‘c 

tion is that no “such real o^^Bnsts among 
the Presbyterian Churches or the world. 

Agreed; the extent of unity is not such a? 

to make an organic union at all desirable. 
But this being so, does it follow there is no 

way left by which Presbyteriaus may make 

visible to the world the many and great 
points in which they do agree ? There, we 

respectfully submit, is a grand mistake. We 

are not at all insensible to the fact that some 

of the Presbyterian bodies forming this Alli- 

ance have in various respects departed from 

the pure Presbyterian faitb, and in its pro- 

per place we would contend against them 
with the utmost energy possible. At the 

same time it must be admitted that we hold far 

more truth in common with them than with 

aoy other churches upon earth. It is the 

best that is to be found; and these common 

truths are inestimably precious. The oour6e 

which seems plainly set before our Church is 

to compromise no truth of God whatever ; we 

dare not; and therefore to have no organic 
union with any body of Christians where this 

would be the necessary resuH. But what 

then ? Must we shut ourselves up from all 

kinds of intercourse, lest “evil c;mmunica 
tionB should corrupt our good manners ?'— 

If so, we must “ then needs go out of the 

world.” The idea of such a policy is so con 

trary to the whole spirit and charity of the gos- 

pel, that the suggestion is a grief and burden. 

Is it not a clear and solemn duty to do all we 

righteously can to manifest to the world such 

a degree of unity as really docs exist? If 

so, the only practical question is whether we 

can righteously and safely do this in such 
an association as the one contemplated. And 

right here we go back, for the answer, to 

what has beeu before remarked: If we can 

hold all manner of personal fellowship with 

brethren of other Presbyterian Churches : if 

we can bold ecclesiastical fellowship with 

those Churches themselves in many ways, 

sending and receiving delegates; even in- 

viting ministers of the Northern Prcsbyte 
rian Church to seats in our Presbyteries and 

Synods as corresponding members; (though 
not thereby compromising our righteous con- 

troversy with their General Assembly) if all 

this can be properly done, it must not be 

thought strange if many of us fiadbureelves 
puizled to discover the immense danger of 

corruption and other terrible evils which 

some of our beloved brethen find lurking in 
this new “ gun powder Percy.” 

There is one ground indeed, if it can be 

established, upon which ail that we have said 
must go for nothing. If there is no constitu- 

tional power in our Assembly to enter into 

this Alliance, then the case is at an end, at 

least until the Constitution is changed.— 
That it is utterly unconstitutional is strongly 
i<rrroH hv t.ho reviewer as bis last and 
-©” 

“crowning objection.” We are persuaded it 
is not; but this vital point must be left for 
another article. 

-——- 

HAMPDEN SIDNEY COLLEGE. 

It is very gratifying to hear that the Rev. 
Dr. Atkinson, President of this venerable in- 

stitution, is meeting with good success in the 

agency he has been prosecuting for an in 

crease of its endowment. The noble gener- 

osity shown by the people in Halifax county 
was noticed some time ago. Our readers 
will now be glad to learn that in Norfolk 

and Petersburg the good work has been met 

with a like spirit of liberality, the subscrip- 
tions amounting in each plac^io about $5,- 
000. In the flush times <^PP*or Jeare 
this would not be considered large but in the 

iepressed condition of affairs at present, 
sven these amounts are raised only by a se- 

rious effort on the part of many. Dr. At- 
iinson went last week to Fredericksburg, 
grbere it is understood he has also had an 

incouraging success. When did good old 

Fredericksburg ever draw back ? Who does 
lot know, “ How that in great trial of sfflic- 
iion, the abundance of their joy and deep < 

loverty abounded uuto the riches of their 

iberality.” When it is considered how 1 

nuch money they give, (the banner church | 
if the Synod of Virginia) and how profusely < 

ter sons and daughters have been given to 1 

ither places, Hampden Sidney ought to < 

lonor her at its Centennial celebration next 

fune, with this toast—“ As poor yet making J 
nany rich.” , 

Dr. Atkinson will in due time visit Rich- j 

uond and other places in his noble undor- < 

aking, and it is hoped that wherever ho pre 
ents this question of endowment—its useful- 

less and indeed its absolute necessity—our t 

^esbyterian people will rise to the “ height ] 

f this great argument,” and carry the 1 

cheme forward to a happy result. As sue- 1 

ess can hardly be looked fer from a 

ew large donations, let it be distinctly im- j 
ressed upon all that it can bo secured by <j 

general co operation (the greatest General 
n all the ages,) and in this way only. In 
?iew of the fact that one hundred years have 

alapaed since the foundation of this College, 
its friends have taken measures to celebrate 
that event in a euitablo manner. If the 
same spirit which was iu the hearts of their 
fore-fathers now dwells in the hearts of their 

children, they will cordially join in this en- 

dowment as an appropriate mtinorial of the 
interest they feel in a college which has been 
behind no other in the State, either as to 

the renown of its origin, the sacrifices made 
to sustam it, or the character and usefulness 
of those who have been connected with it. 

—- ■— 1 » 

Answer to “Enquirer.” 
In the Central of last wsck a mother makos 

some inquiries and presents some points to which 
a reply was promised. It will be brief. 

1. " Is giving to the cause of Christ an act of 
worship 1- is not recognized in our Confession 
of Faith among tho parts of the ordinary reli- 
gious worship of God.” nor among tho extraordi- 
nary (see chap. 21, sec. 5 ) Strictly speaking it is 
not an act of worship, any more than visiting the 
siok, or hoeing a patch of corn for the purpose of 

devoting thi proceeds to the oau3c of Christ. 
2. It does not follow from this that it is “wrong 

to practice it (such giving) on tho Sabbath day.” 
There arc many good thiogs besides worship which 
it is lawful to do then ; and both the Scriptures 
and our Standards recognize the giving of money 

as.ampng them. While therefore not an act of 
worship,'Tt may be, and ought to Ue^Wlnected with 

worship ; but not restricted to it. 
3. This may serve to relieve the perplexity of "a 

mother” and others about “fairs, festivals, aud 
concerts.” (“Theatrical exhibitions” we give over 

to a general condemnation.) Fairs are not wroDg 
in themselves, if they are fairly conducted. Nor 
are festivals and concerts.” If only a reasonable 
profit is received for the artiole or service given, 
surely there is no sin in that. If evil practices are 

connected, let the condemnation be plaocd there, 
Dot upon the other. 

4. While right in themselves, it may still be a 

question how far it is expedient and useful to em- 

ploy them for churo'u purposes. Here is a. wide 
discussion for Christiau casuistry to enter. It 
strikes cur mind thus: (1.) The highest stylo of 

•__tit ___i.j l_r •_j 
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vals. It should be purely from tho constraining 
“love of Christ.” Giving, where the giver ex- 

pects to receive as much again,” is certainly not 

the highest order of benevolence. (2 ) But it is a 

great principle in the moral government of God, 
that he docs not influence people by one motive only. 
If they cannot bo ruled by the highest, there are 

many of an inferior grade by which they may be 
moved. To take one example among thousands. It 
would be best that ail men should atteod public wor. 

ship on the Sabbath mainly from the desire to please 
and honor God. But thousands who are dead to 
that sentiment, will go from deference to a good 
public opinion, or a desire to benefit their fami- 
lies. It is better to go from even such motives 
than not to go at all. Let that principle apply 
here. (3 ) While all efforts should bo used to 

train our people to give from the highest motives, 
and we should exclude all plans which arc wrong in 
themselves, for raising money for church purposes, 
as well as all wrong practices from plana that are 

unobjectionable, wo arc as far as can be from any 

sweeping measure. Oar people aro asked to give 
and do give at the collections in the churches.— 
The amount is uttorly insufficient. Our ladies 
every where exert themselves to make it up ; some 

by sewing circles, (perhaps the very best plan of 

all) others by fairs and festivals. Provided no un- 

worthy devious arc resorted to, our council is to 

ulet them alone*' No, not that; but let us rather 
adopt the noble council of “such a one as Paul 
the aged’’—“Help those women which labored with 
me in the gospel, whose names are in the book of 
life.” 

__ 

Letter from the Rev. Dr. Biaikie. 

[As it is represented by some that Southern 
Presbyterians would be rather tolerated than cor- 

dially welcomed in tho General Presbyterian Alli- 
ance, the following letter from the Rev Dr. 
Biaikie, Professor in the University of Eliuburgh, 
has been put iBto our hands, and the best use we 

can make of it is to let it speak for itself.—Ed. 
Cen. Pres.] 

Edinburgh 9 Palmerston Road, \ 
August 19th, 1875. j 

My D.*ar Dr. Hogc,—I had hoped to have the 
pleasure of cending you a copy of a document con 

taining the Minutes of tho Conference of Delegates 
of Presbyterian churches, held at London last 
month. It is not yet quito readv, but as soon as 

possible it shall be sent to you. You are probably 
aware that the Conference was very successful, and 
that it was resolved to hold the first General Con- 
ference next year in Edinburgh, beginning 4th 
July. 

I had the honor to be appointed Convener of the 
committee for makiug arrangements; and in that 
capacity I now write you. There are a few men 
connected with each Churoh whose presenoe will 
go far to make the meeting of Council a great 

success. Among these, we include yourself, Dr. 
Palmer, of New Orleans, and Dr. Stuart Robinson, 
of Louisville We were all delighted to have Dr. 
Robinson in London. He was a great addition 
;o us every way. We do hope that the Southern 
Church will send its best men, and I am sure Edin- 
burgh will give them a very cordial welcome. 

Although it does not become us to boast, or to 
speak confidently, 1 think we may say that the 
foundation has been laid of an organization which 
with God's blessing, will serve to make the Pres- 
byterian Church more visible, to secure more at- 
tention to its government, and to give an impu'se in 
the direction of the great atd holy ends which as a 
branch of Christ’s Church it contemplates. And 
in this view, we do hope that those whose presence 
will serve greatly to give weight and value to the 
meetings, will make every effort to be present. 

1 will write you very soon with details. This is 
just a preliminary retainer for you and Dr. Palmer. 
Dr. Robinson knows how weloomo ha will be. May 
I request, as I havo got no end of writing, that 
after reading this letter, you will kindly forward it 
to Dr. Palmer to whom I will write as soou as 1 
can. 

We look forward to next-year with great inter 
est. it will be a time of much love, 1 trust, and 
much outpouring of the Spirit. 

Believe mo, sir, with kindest remembrances, in 
which Mrs. Blaikie joins, to you and other friends 
in Richmond. Tours most truly, 

W. S. Blaikie. 
Rev. Dr. Hoge, Richmond, Va. 

Broken Up.—AmoDg the last things done by 
the Senate of the Virginia Legislature, and among 

the very best, was to pass by a great majority, the 
•esolution previously adopted by the House of Del- 
egates, (and also by alike majority,) repealing the 
jharter under which the Southern Aid Association 
oas been carrying on its work of corruption and 
•uin. It dies with no wish from good people in 

his community, exoept that it had never been born, 
ind that the like of it may never bo seen again.— 
rhis is a good beginning in the work of destroying 
vhat is bad; and as thore are one or two more such 
levioeB stili in the State, and busy with their ini- 

luitous work, let it bo hoped that next winter will 

leal their fate also. The best argument by whioh 

,hey can be defended is the old abhorred maxim of 
pagan philosophy, "Let us do evil that good 

nay come.” But where the ‘’good” oomes in 
Iriblets, the evil "comes in like a flood.” 

Centennial at Hampden 8idney, Va.—The 
Titers of the ccoasion are taken, with one exoep- 

ion, from the Alumni of the college. Iiev. Dr. M. 
). Hoge, of Virginia, is the oentennial orator; 
I. B. Grigsby, of Virginia, the historical orator; 
lev. Dr. R. L. Dabney, of Virginia, will deliver 
he Bacoalaurcate sermon; Rev. Mr. Murkland, of 
laryland, will addresB the literary societies; the 

Ion. Judge StevensoD, of North Carolina, ad- 
resses the Alumni. 

Anniversary Meeting of the Virginia Bible 

Society —The 63d Anniversary of the Society, for 
business, will be held in the Lecture-room of St. 
Paul’s church, on Tuesday, the 4th inst, at 8 

o’clock. 
The Anniversary Address will be delivered by 

the Rev. Dr. J. L. Burrows, of Louisville, Ky., in 
the Second Presbyterian church, (Dr. Hogo’e) on 

Sabbath, April 9th, at 4J o’clock. P. M. 
-m ♦- ^ 

Please Return.—Some person, we know not 

who, has possession of the bound volumes of the 
Central Presbyterian for 1861-1804, which belong 
to this office. Should this notice meet the eye of 
the borrower, he is requested to return them, as 

they are wanted for necessary uses. 
— .... *m 

Was it a Mistake?—The Richmond Whig 
says: 

“The Danville Bonier Express announces several 
performances in that city by Leo Wheat’s Opera 
Troupe,’’ from Richmond. There must be some 
mistake in the title.” 

May it not refer to some Sunday, Church Opera 
Troupe? There be more kinds of Opera Troupes 
than one now-a days. At least this is a report 
oommonly believed in Richmond.—Cen. Pres. 

^ § m 

Letter from Dr. Wm H Ruffaer. 

To the Rev. R. L. Dabney, 1). D. : 

Dear Brother,—My general answer to your ar- 

ticle in the Planter and Parmer is gone into the 
secular papers, but I wanted to say some things to 

you where it would be all in the family.” If I 
should say some unpalatable things, please remem- 

ber that you began it,” as boys used to say. Re 
member also that our Lord, whom we so poorly 
obey, said, Judg^^^Bfcje be not j udged.” 

L have, upon^^l^^^Hbktioo. made pubiic 
speeches in some tws or thirty counties of 
the State, and so far as I know courteous notices 
have been given of those speeches by newspaper 

writers, in all cases except three. Two of the dis- 
courteous uotioes were by the resident Prcsfcyte 
rian ministers where I spoke. This struck me as 

unusual in our Church, aod as surprising in other 

respects. These brethren had offered me their 
hospitality, and one of them spoke tenderly of our 

past associations. I did not seem to have forfeited 
their confi ienco; yot because they differed in 
opinion as to how education should he oonduoted, 
they felt at liberty to make petty and amazing crit 
ioisms on some alleged grammatical errors in the ex- 

temporaneous addresses of myself and some gentle- 
men who spoke with mo. This seemed very, very 

strauge in well-bred gentlemen and Christian pas- 

tors. But when I read your attack upon me, I im- 
mediately remembered that those young brethren 
naa Dcen your pupils. 

Now I suppose that what I have said here and 
elsewhere will offend you; and I fear tl a* it will 
provoke a bitter rr j tinder. I pray that it may not; 
but if it does, let Gcd ard tbo Church j ldge be- 
tween us. 1 have written ia sorrow, and not in 

auger ; and our personal relations hereafter will be 

just what you choose to make them. 
Dr. Brown has kindly given me leave to indicate 

to the readers of the Central some general senti- 
ments I hold in respeot to education, and which I 

freely express in my private intercourse. It will 
thus be seen that I am not a Robespierre or a 

Rochefort. And I know of no way of introducing 
my views better than by sketching the history of 
my own toiud on this subject; and inasmuch as 

the Eyo is now fully out, there may be no indeli- 
oaoy in telling a little more about him. I some- 

times say that I have been a lifo long advocate of 

public schools ; which is nearly true, but not quite- 
My father, although a Virginian of the fourth gen- 

eration, was, as you know, a German by blood, 
(not a “Yankee”) and ho brought me up in the 
faith of Fathcrlaod—the faith of Luther and 

Zwiugle, of Calvin and Kuox, the faith of almost 

every Protestant state and nation on both sides of 
the ocean, v'z: that “ for the soul to be without 
knowledge is not goodand that the kingdom of 
Christ and the kingdom of Cm lar were both so con- 

cerned in the training of the young, that both 
should give it their care and their money, as well 
as stir up parents-the original and responsible 
party. In this country the divorce ol the two 

kingdoms produced separate action, and I may 
now remaik, produced antagonisms which have not 

yet been reconciled. 
Until I became a minister my mind was turned 

chiefly to the public or civil importance of virtue 
and intelligence amoDg the people, which in those 
days was constantly dwelt upon. When I entered 
the ministry in 1848, our famous Presbyterian pr- 
roohial school system had possession of the Church, 
and liko a good servant I at once became interested 
in ccolesiastical oduoatioo; but my devotion to 

this system was very short, and never for one mo- 

ment fully agreeable either to my judgment or my 

feelings. I went from the Chaplaincy of the Uni- 
versity of Va., to a church in Philadelphia, which 
was then our ecclesiastical metropolis. My church, 
of 1,200 sittings, broke down my health, and I re 

signed in less than two years, and returned to Vir- 
ginia in 1853. My older friends will remember, 
perhaps sorrowfully, that whilst in Philadelphia I 
began a war on what I then regarded as a narrow 

and bigotted oligarchy which was trying to enslave 
the olergy and secularize the Churoh; aai this 
theory of Church education was one of the instru- 
mentalities for doing the work. Aad you remem* 

ber, brother Dabney, that about that time there 
__ >• 

against that centralization of Church power, and 
that soon after my return to Virginia, Dr. Stuart 
Robinson and your colleague, Dr. Peck, aided by 
Messrs. Breckinridge aud Bjeoek, Dabney and 
Ruffner, &3., &c., established the Ishmaclitish 

Critic in Baltimore, and what a lively time we 

had? No two of us agreed upon all points, but 
we all were agreed upon this, that we meant to 

think for ourselves in matters of Church policy. 
Well, the story is too long to be told in full; but 

during the fight I had the rncst singular mental 
episode of my life. While spending a night with 
the late M?jor Robert Grattan, of Rockingham 
count"—you remember his strong intellect—I was 

stating to him my objections to Church education. 
He replied, “your reasa^u: is perfectly sound, 
and it applies equally^Q^Pn/c EducationI 
never bad thought so, but I was in a humor that 
night to be convinced, and I here confess that Rob- 
ert Grattan convinoed me that Church and State 
Education were identical, and that it was my duty 
as a then active warrior, to attack State Education 
as I was attacking Church E lucatioD, and try to 

bring sooiety back to the primitive way of indxoid 
ual ejfort, or nothing. I went home and immedi- 
ately wrote out the arguments used by Mr. Grat- 
tan, and sent the piece as a contribution to the 
Critic. The article was anonymous, and perhaps 
nobody but Dr. Robinson ever know the author. 
It would be great folly in any one belonging to our 

generation, to be twitting bis neighbor on incon- 
sistency of opinion in regard to public affairs dur- 
ing tho last twenty years; but I suspootif you had 
known I bad done this thing you would have bat- 
tered mo v :th it before now. But maybe not.— 

Somebody attacked the piece in the next number 
of the Critic, and I could not say a word in reply; 
for by that time I was back, or nearly back, to my 
old position, out of whioh I have never budged 
from that day to this. 

In 1866 (I think it was) the question of having 
a publio free-sohool system in V irginia was brought 
up for debate in the Franklin Society of Lcxing- 
ton. I prepared myself carefully, and made notes j 
of my intended speech. Those notes I now have, > 

and when I was eleoted to my present oflioe four 

years afterward, they wero of service in preparing 
the argument which I submitted in thirty days af- | 
ter my eleotion. I was opposed to establishing a ] 

school Bystem until the tinje people of the State ^ 

should come into possession of the government; | 
but the body of this speech was as strong in favor f 

of publio free education as 1 was capable of mak- t 

ingit. |s 

I mention this for two reasons: One because you 

have doubted my sincerity, aad another because, in 
:be opening of that speeoh, I gave briefly the his- 

tory of my mental operations in reference to the 

proper parties in education. I stated what I here 

wish to state, namely, my matured views in rela- 

tion to the respective duties of the three great par- 
ties in education, namely, the jHirent, the t 'hurch, 
and the State. 

My engagements may prevent me from continu- 
ing the sul j *ct immediately, but when I do so, it 
will be seen that this personal narrative formed a 

fitting vestibule to the system of views 1 shall pre- 

sent. 
* W. H. Ruffner. 

_^ **- 

Union Theological Seminary. 
Examining Committee.—Rev. Drs. Brown, Bul- 

lock, and J. H. Smith, and Messrs. C. White and 

R. J. McDowell. The committee meet at the Sem 

inary on Thursday, April 6th. 
An address to the Society of Inquiry will be de- 

livered Tuesday, April 11th, 7] P. M., by Col. J. 
T. L. Preston, of Lexington, Va. The annual ad- 

dress to the Board, the Alumni, Faculty and atu 

dents, will be delivered Wednesday, 12f.h, at 11 

A M., by Rev. Dr. C. R Vaughan, of Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 
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Delegates to the General Assembly. 

Presbyteries, Ministers. K Jers. 

Mecklenburg, J Douglas H K Reid 
Wm McDonald I) H Hill 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 

The Southern Presbyterian Review for April — 

Published in Columbia, 8. C. Conducted by an 

a«sociation of Ministers. 

1. The Suffering Seaboard of South Carolina. 
2. Lay-Preachiog. 
3 The Royal Seed. • 
4. Theism. 
6. The Demission of the Ministry. 
6. The Gratuitous Imputation of Sin. 
7. The Professional Study of the Bible. 
8. Ecclesiastical Status of Foreign Missionaries. 
9. Critical Notices. 
These are topics of much interest, and we antici- 

pate a treat in the reading; after which there is 

more to be said. 

Blackwood's Magazine for March. Through <he 
Leonard Scott Publishing Company, N. York. 

Contents: The Dilemma—Part XI. Second- 
ary Education in Scotland. Some Aspects of 

Friendship, is a rambliDg article, giving q uotations 
from Jeremy Taylor, Lord Bacon, and others. To 
Maimey (M’Aymcz ) Stanzas to a damsel of tif- 
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Eton College, an interesting account cf the foun- 
dation of this old institution, by IIenr7 VI., who 

planned, and watched over the building, and tbe 
chief feature ol whose idea was 

* the college iu dis- 
tinction from the school—lbe religious corporation 
of provost and fellows, for whom be built bis cha- 

pel, and to whom he secured various privileges of 

special indulgence from Rome.’ Little Bobby, a 

sketch in Paris. Some Gentlemen in the City is a 

sketch of the rise of the Guldensterns, Conrad 
Lloyd, Emmanuel Baggs, and others of the more 

prominent London financiers. Powers of tbe Air. 
The opening of Parliament. 

The Farmer and Planter for April is on our 

table with its usual (or, rather, more than usual) 
variety of subjects. Among them is an extended 
communication from the Rev. R. L Dabney, D. 

D., in which he discusses the question of free 
school education by the State, and especially in 
its connection with the negro population. The 
readers of this vigorous article will no doubt have 
different opinions ooncerniug the views advanced. 
In some of them, at least in some aspects, there 
will probably be a general concurrence. As to 

others the publio judgment will be divided ; while 
some agree, others will strongly dissoDt. 

As this subject, on various accounts, falls ioto the 
hands of Dr. Ruffaor, Superintendent of Public 

Instruction it will be seen from au article in thi> 

paper that it is his purpose not to have the discus 
sioo all on one side. 

— ♦ — 

E ducational Journal —The April number is 
out, and contains much matter of geooral interest 
and special value to teachers. Among tbe contents 

are original artioles by Professor Charles Dod of 
William and Mary College, Mr. W. Lee C. Stev- 
ens, M»j>r R W. Jones, president of Martha 
Washington College, and Mr. Samuel A. Wallis, 
besides an able article on National E lucation,” 
by Professor Max Muller, editorials, eto. 

ifdtsjious 
FROM THE 80UTI1ERN STATES. 

Esvival in Moortflsld, West Vi ginia —The pastor, 
Rev. George W. White, writes under date of 
March 27th, and though the letter was not pre- 

pared as a communication, we know not how to 

present the contents more appropriately than given 
by the writer. He eays : 

Wo have been blessed with a gracious outpour- 
ing of the Spirit upon our congregation. It came 

gradually, lell gently but steadily and copiously, 
and still continues to refresh. The first evidence 
of its coming was in the large and attentive con 
__ ksvtli nn kJ n n ml of Aim i« aaIf In 

prayer meeting. Withia tie few preceediog 
months there had from time to time been added 
one or two to the church. This increased interest 
justifud me in appointing special services which 
immediately developed a very deep and pervading 
spirit of it-quiry. These special services were dis- 
continued three weeks ago, bur the spirit of reli 
gious inquiry did not oeaso. Yesterday our con- 

gregation was witness to a scene of tender solem- 
nity which it is not our privilege often to behold. 
Thirty-five were added to the church, thirty-three 
of therie on examination, embracing the most in- 
teresting characters, mostly varying from seventeen 
to thirty years of age. Seven are heads of fami 
lies; odo a venerable father of 68 years, three or 

four under 15 years; eight were baptzed. There 
would have been several more, but they wero bin 
dered by high water and sickness. And still quite 
a number arc seriously considering the great ques- 
tion, of whom I trust a good many will eoon con- 

fess Christ. 
If you think proper you may make an item for 

your paper of these factB. It is a cheering fact in 
these dark days of corruption that God is signal- 
izing his grace unto the churches—thus illuslntiog 
as he so often does, that when we are weak then 
arc we strong.” Four months ago the Christian 
heart of our community was nevermore e’e^pond- 
ing ; and we never so felt the prevalence aDd pow- 
er of iniquity. But God heard the prayer of his 
peoplo who were driven to Him by fear of the 
threatening evil, and thfi great mountain” of op 
position has become a “plain.” The happy it flu- 
ence is seen and felt all over the community. The 
same blessing was granted to tho Methodist church, 
and even large numbers were added to its com- 

munion. 
Let the churches be looking for the Master’s 

presenoc. As was (he case with poor, despaitiog 
Mary, (John xi.) lie is often near and ready to 
bless when we are weeping in sinful doubt. 1 do 
not like premature nolioes of these things, as is 
the practioeof somoof our papers, but if you thick 
there is anything to encourage God’s people in this 
letter you may use its contents lor information. 

Second Presbyterian Church, Petersburg, Va —A 
jorrespondent gives information that there is evi- 
lonce of a good work in this ohurch. For some 

pears they have held morning prayer meetings a 

seek before the April communion. It is delightful 
;o have the pastor and brethren of tbe Tabb Street 
jhurch unite with them in this service. At tho 
lommunion last Sabbath twelve were added upon 
profession, and the meetings are continued this 
veek. 

Alexandria, Va —A correspondent of the Chris 
tan Observer says: “It may perhaps be a pleasure ( 
o you to learn that our churoh is in a very pros- 
>crcus condition. Since the installation of Mr. 

( )inwiddie, formerly of Lexington, Ky., who is 
:reat!y beloved hy his people, in the fall of 1874, 
ver one hundred have been added to our member- I 

hip. At our lasc communion two weeks ago, 
hirteen, ten on profession, all adults but one, were 
dded. To God be all the glnry.” 

Rev. D. T. Towles's Post office address bas been 
changed from Forks of Pigeon, to Crab Tree, Hay- 
wood county, N. C. 

Rev. R A Mickle, for some time stated supply 
ot the churcbe-i at Cutbbert and Fort Gaines, has 
accepted an invitation to the church at Brunswick, 
Ga. His Post offioe address has been changed 
from Cutbbert to Brunswick, Ga 

Rev. W. T Thompson, pastor of Hopewell church, 
has accepted an invitation to preach twice a mouth 
to the congregation at F.oreuoe, 8. C. 

Rev. J M. Rhea has accepted an invitation to 

supply the churoh at New Madrid, Mo. His Post 
offioe adlresg has been changed from Tiptouville, 
Tenn., to New Madrid, Mo. 

Greenville, Churoh, Alabama, has arranged to se- 

cure the services of the Rev. das. K. Hazan as 

stated supply once a month for the year to come. 

On Sanlay of la°t week »bc congregation of the 
Presbyterian church at Wavnesboro’ raised sub- 
scription^ amounting to $900, far the completion 
of their new ohnrch. 

Auxvasie Church, in Callaway county. Mo had 
a narrow escape from burning. Fire was discov- 
ered just as the congregation were leaving church, 
on Sunday, March J2.h. After a hard fight the 
flames were subdued. 

Owingsville. Ky—The Paris Citizen states that 
the Rev. L H. Blanton was to be absent from hi* 
pulpit, in Paris, last Sabbath, for the purpose of 
organizing a church at Owingsvilie, Ky. Rev. Win. 
Irvine, of Mulberry church, was to supply hia pul- 
pit. 

Covington, Ky —At the corum ini in services of 
the Ninth street Presbyterian church, oa Sunday, 
March 19:b, the pastor announced the names of 
thirteen new members—eight received by letter 
from other churches, and five upon profess! of 
their faith. 

Ban Antonio, Texas.-—The Presbyterian church of 
San Antonio, under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
J. VV Neill, has grown from forty or fifty members 
in 1872 to one hundre^nd fifteen members. Last 
summer a debt of thd^B^ami live hundred dol- 
lars was paid. 

First Church Louisville, Ky —Considerable seri- 
ousness exists in the First, and Seventh aad Ghent 
nut street churches, of which Rev. Dr. VV. J. 
Lowry is pastor. Last Sibbuth, the names of six- 
teen new members were announced, six of whom 
had been received on profession gf their faith, and 
ten on ietters from other cbnrches. A series of 
meetings will he commenced nrxt Sabbath week, 
in which the pastor will be assisted by the Rev. .1. 
DeVVitt Burkhead, ot Huntsville, AlaChristian 
Observer. 

Paducah, Ky., March* 16:h. Dr. J. T. Hendrick, 
the popular and devoted pastor of the Presbyte- 
rian church here, came within thirty five years of 
celebrating his Centennial birthday. Among other 
pleasing events of the day, a package arrived ot 
the parsonage containing a handsome suit of 
clothe?, a present from the ladies of the congrega- 
tion, accompanied by a note, informing the doctor 
that there was a fjDd in bank subject to bis order, 
for the purpose ot paying his expenses to the Cen- 
tennial 

New Hall at Randolph Macon —The building com- 
mittee of Randolph Macon College have hi d work 
commenced on the new hall at Ashland it is de- 
signed by a skillful architect, and will he an orna- 

ment to the grounds when completed. It will have 
six commodious lecture rooms, with prolessors' 
offioee, laboratory, 

The Southern Presbyterian Chirch has eight week- 
ly papers, three mouthlies, oue children’s paper, 
and one theological review in this country, two 
well established Greek j urnals in Athens, a Por- 
tugese paper io Pernambuco, and a Spanish 
monthly magazine, just established in Bucara- 
manga, New Granada, by our missionary Rev. H. 
B. Pratt. 

Maysville, Ky. —A private letter gives ao ac- 

count ot a vcy interesting work of graoa in the 
Presbyterian church at Maysville, Ivy., “a pre- 
oious season ; such a one &.j this church has not 
experienc'd in its history, during ten years be- 
fore.” The meeting continued three weeks Dur- 
ing the last two weeks the Rev. J Garniss Hunter, 
ol Georgetown, Ky., preached twice each day, pre- 
senting God’s precious truth with force and clear- 
ness and earnestness. God's Spirit was with the 
church which has long been in a very cold state, 
and niueteen additions to it, most of the coLveru 
being persons of mature ago, rej nee the heart ot 
its faithful pastor, Rev. J. K. Spilmau. Another 
account scut us says : A deeply interesting meet- 
ing was recently held in this church, resulting ia 
the addition of nineteen persons to the communion 
of the church. The Pas’or, Rev. J. K. Spilmar, 
was assisted by Rev. Messrs. G. W. Price, oi Mays- 
lick, aDd J. G. Hunter, of Georgetown, and ruling 
elder J. H. Hopper. The church is greatly re- 

vived and encouraged.’—Christian Observer. 
Rev. Asakel Munson, pastor of the church at 

Potosi. Mo., died recently. The intelligence docs 
not take us by surprise. For several years, Mr. 
Mudsod’s health had been failing, and we bad 
recently learnrd of his confinement to bis bouse, 
and of the evident near approach of the summons 

to rest. A faithful brother and minister has failed 
from among the children ot men. Ooe of the 
oldest members of our Synod, whose praise is in 
all the churches, has entered upon the service of 
praise in the most holy puce. 

Brother Munson leaves a widow, two daughters 
and four sons. Two ot his sons are looking toward 
the ministry.—St. Louis «f* Mtmphis lJns. 

Beneficiary Education. — Loans instead of dona- 
tions to Students —The Ron A. H. Stephens of 
Georgia, has in the last thirty or forty years as- 

sisted about fifty young men in obtaiung ao edu- 
cation—but as a matter of principle he requires 
every oue to repay, at his conv< nieoce, the full 
amount borrowed. Re testifies that in scarcely au 

instance have they failed to comply with their con- 

tract in this particular. But it is something more 
than a matter of principle—it is a well conceived 
plan by which be accomplishes a benevolent work 
be could not otherwise perform. Being a man of 
very slender means be could efford to help very few 
by gifts; but the money being returned to him he 
is enabled to continue bis good work by helping 
others. And so by a judicious management of two 
or three thousand dollars, he accomplishes what it 
would otherwise have required fifty thousand dol- 
lars to do. 

Pannrtf nnr flhnr/tYi Intirn q IrtccAn in (ipirnn 

from these facts ?—Ar. C. l\eslnjterian. 

FROM THE NORTHERN STATES. 
Rev Dr S R. Wilson, of Louisville, was lying at 

the point of death last Saturday and Sabbath.— 
His disease is cerebro spinal meningitis, and though 
he was still living on Monday morning, his physi- 
cians had little or no hope of bis recovciy.— ('ftris- 
tian Observer. 

Centennial —The following was the aclion of the 
General Synod of the Reformed Church : 

1. That the fi'st Lvrd’s day of July, 1876, be 
set apart as a day of thanksgiving at d praise for 
our national mercies; aod that the pastor of each 
ohurch deliver a discourse on the religious aspects 
of American liberty, as illustrated in the history 
of our denomination, j^Uhe circumstances of any 
portion of the Church^^Lr an earlier day in the 
year desirable, the third Lord’s day iu April is the 
one recommended. 

2. That on opportunity be then afforded every 
member of the congregation to makes thank-offer- 
ing to the Lord. The sums thus contributed shall 
be called the Centennial Seminary Fund, to be 
securely invested by the Board of Direction, and 
the interest applied to meet ail the contingent ex- 

penses, of whatever kind, connected with our theo- 
logical schools—to be appointed as the Synod for 
the time shall direct. P. D. Van Ci.kef, 

Stated Clerk. 

DO 

The Governor has issued the commission of Judge 
J. Thompson Brown elected Jndge of the County 
Court of Nelson county by the L?gislature. 

Affairs in Lexington.—Dr. E. L. Graham, one of 
our most prominent physicians, died Satutday, 
the 25th instant. 

Margaret J. Preston’s volume of pcems, Cartoons, 
has attraoted much favorable attention in England. 
The author has lately received congratulatory let- 
ters from Mrs. Charles Kingsley and Jean logelow. 

Mrs. Peyton Harrison, to whom was assigned by 
the Ladies’ Centennial Committee, the duty of pre- 
paring a description of all the charitable institu- 
tions managed by Protestant ladies in Maryland, 
for exhibition at the Centennial, has completed 
the work, and forwarded an illustrated narrative of 
the scope and work of thirty five institutions. 

Visitors of Blacksburg Collego.—Hon John Goode, 
Jr., and Hoq. Thomas 8. Bocock having resigned 
is members of the Board of Visitors of the State 
igrioultural and Mechanical College, the Govern- 
ir has appointed to the vacancies, and the Senate 
nnfirmed, Dr. John W. Liwson, of Isle of Wight, 
ted Mr. Edward C. Burks, of Bedford. 

Gov. Ames of Mississippi, impeached and under 
rial, resigned on the 29th utt. The articles w^re 

vithdrawn to enable him to tender bis resignntiotf, 
vhich was accepted by 78 to 10. Colonel Stone, 
'resident of the Senate, succeeds as Governor. 
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