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ADVERTISEMENT.

TWoO reasons have prompted the author to pubhish
this Sermon, in compli(m"cé with ific repeated solici-
tations of his friends..... The first 1s, that he has not
seen the subjects which are here discussed, exhibited

to the public nithin a small compass.... The second is,
a hope that the atiention of Evangelical Presbyte-

rians throughout our country, may be so far excil-
ed, as to cxamine the grounds of their present sepa-
ralion _from each other....Such an eramination, he is
confident, must wltimately produce a union between
them.  He commends the publication to the blessing

of the great Head of his Church, JEBOVAH JESUS.

New-York, July 26. 1811,




A SERMON,

&c.

EPHESIANS 1v. 3.

Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace.

THE form of our bodies, and the frame of our
minds, irresistibly lead us to social intercourse.
Without this, man would be a wretch, having
no one to participate in his pleasures, or to sym-
pathize in lis pains. Jehovah has placed us in
a wide world, dependent upon each other, not
only for happiness, but for our very existence and
necessary comforts. To assist each other, there-
fore, and to promote each other’s good, is a duty
which interest and benevolence prompt us to per-
form. Our helpless state in infancy, and gradual
progression to maturity ; the decline of life, and
final decrepitude of age, all require the instruction
and experience of a monitor, or the cherishing and
fostering hand of a friend. Whatever, therefore,
counteracts the exercisec of our social nature, is cri-
minal in itself, and destructive in its consequence.
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"Discord, with its train of evils, has awfully
sc¢oirged our fallen race. It has embittered the
enjoyments of individuals, convulsed the order of
society, and made life itself a scene of distress. Nor
has the visible Church of the living God escaped
its ravages. Her members, in different periods,
have separated from each other, and formed distinct
communions. These divisions are not more dis-
graceful to their character, than contradictory to
the spirit of their religion, and the express injunc-
tion of their blessed Saviour. They constitute one
body, and one Spirit animates them all. They are
all called to one hope of their calling. They serve
one Lord, profess one faith, and have received one
baptism. They worship one God and Father of all,
who is over all by his providence, and in each of them
by his grace*. Why should they, then, fall out by the
way, and separate one from another ? No reason can
be assigned for such conduct, but what ought to hum-
ble them on account of their deficiency in duty one
to another. They are brethren, to whom the Lord
Jesus, by his Apostle, says, ¢ I, therefore, the pri-
soner of the Lord, beseech you—Endeavour to keep
the unity of the Spirit . the bond of peace.”—
Would to God that they had always cherished the
feelings, and displayed the conduct which such an
ujunction is calculated to produce! But they have
not. And we, who live in the prescit day, if we
desirc to comply with the mjunction, must first

* Tiphes, 1v. 445, 6.
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break through the effects of previous prejudices.
The task is indeed great, but the duty is obvious;
because the command is peremptory: and the is-
sues, if we succeed, blessed and glorious.

We must, however, tread lightly on the ashes of
oenerations which have descended to the tomb,
whilst wath firm step and unabated ardour, we avail
ourselves of present opportunities and present ad-
vantages, to attempt the introduction of such a har-
mony among the followers of Jesus, as is demand-
ed by our character, and the constitution of mer-
‘cy under which we live.

As the Judicatory of Christ now convened, re-
presents the largest portion of the Christian Church
united in one body in cur land, and its influence
corresponds with the extent of its spiritual autherity,
no subject appears so worthy of our consideration
on this occasion, as that which the text affords.

Your attention, therefore, is solicited TO THE
UNITY OF THE SPIRIT—TO THE BOND OF
PEACE—AND TO THE CARE WITH WHICH THIS
UNITY MUST BE KEPT IN THIS BOND ; three to-
pics of discourse which the words of the Apos-
tle suggest.

In discussing these topics, both the extent and
the limits of nmon between different denominations
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of Christians will be unfolded ; so that whilst the
coutractedness of bigotry will be unequivocally
condemned, a warning voice will be raised against
the destructive laxness of latitudinarian principles.

1. The first thing to which our attention is direct-
ed by the textis, “ THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT,
or that spiritual union between believers which the
Holy Ghost produces by first uniting them to Christ,
as “ members of his body, of his flesh, and of his
bones*.” It consists in the unity of the Doctrines
which they embrace as divine, and of the Affections
which they cherish toward each other as brethren.
Each of these particulars will in order be illustrated.

First: Believers arc united in the doctrines
which they embrace as divine. These doctrines are
the principles of that system of religion which God
has revealed in his word for the salvation of sinners.
Tmbecility of intellect—prejudices of education—
limited views of the Scriptures—superficial exami-
nation of their various parts, and want of suitable in-
structors, cause among believers a diversity of opin-
ions about some of these doctrines: not, however,
about those which are fundamental or essential to
salvation, but those which are not fundamental or es-
sential. Whilst about these last, believers are suffered
to wander in by-paths, and to display inconsistencies,

* Ephes. v. 30.
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the Spirit of God operating in them, through the
written word, produces among them a pleasing and
wonderful harmony about the former. Take a be-
liever from each of the iour quarters of the globe,
bring them all together, and you will find that on
these points they speak alike.

There is a class of doctrines, the belief of which
is indispensable to the Christian name and to the
hope of heaven. Perhaups it may be deemed rash
to particularize them ; yet as the subject requires it,
the attempt will be made. To be explicit, then,
the unity of the Godhead—the divinity of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Ghost—the
depravity of human nature—the aion-ment whick
the Lord Jesus Christ has made for sin—jus-
tification by faith in his righteousness—the regene-
" rating, sanctifying, and comforting influences of
the Holy Spirit—the mnecessity of personal holi-
ness, and a juture state of retribution, appear to be
the doctrines, the belief of which 1is connected with
sulvation. In these doctrines, God is glorified, and
man exhibited in his true character, as fallen, help-
less, and dependent. They are closely and insepa-
rably connected together, so that the rejection of
one leads to that of another, or at least to such a
modification of other doctrines, as materially affects
the sense of them. They are plainly revealed to us,
s0 that the wayfaring man, though a fool, cannot exy
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concerning them. Some of them, indeed, exhibit
to us mysterious truths—truths heyond the reach of
our understandings. So, however, are many facts
in the natural werld. As we know the existence
of t'.elatter by the evidence of our senses, though
unable to explain their nature; so belevers know
the former to be truths, by that spiritual perception
which God has given them; which perception 1s
less liable to deception than our senses. Therr
« faith 1s the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things notseen*.” In matters apper-
taining to their salvation, He who gives them this
faith, keeps them from « damnable heresiest.” He
also constrains them to think highly of fundamen-
tal doctrines ; convincing their understandings of
the necessity, and aflecting their hearts by the in-
fluence, of these doctrines. They find in their own
experience, that the belief of these doctrines neces-
sarily produces holiness of life.  'With one consent,
they testify that there can be no moral or spiritual
good conduct, without the previous perception and
belief of correct moral and spiritual doctrines. They
thus reject the fashionable opinion, which multi-
tudes, calling themselves Christians, have embrac-
ed, viz. that it is immaterial what a man’s faith is,
provided lis life be correct. And they do so for
the best reasons ; for if the doctrines of religion be
nuimportant, the doctrines of morality, as distinct

* Ieh. %t 1. P2 Pet U




(11 )

from religion, must be so likewise. 1t can as just-
ly be said of the latter, as of the former, that it is
immaterial what they are, if a man’s life be good ;
in other words, it is immaterial what a man thinks
and calls good or evil, if he only conducts himself
well—if his life be good. As, however, it is im-
possible for a man to be virtuous in his deportment,
if his doctrines or principles in morals be vicious ;
impossible for him to do good, if he thinks or calls
that good, evil; or to avoid evil, if he thinks or
calls that evil, good; the opinion thus tested, car-
ries with it its own refutation. Equally groundless
1s itin religion. Here, as in morahty, correct prin-
ciples or doctrmes are necessary to a correct reli-
cious life.

How can he live in a religious manner, who does
not know what religion teaches ? As well might we
say, a man may be a good civilian, who knows no-
thing of the principles of law ; ora good physician,
who knows nothing of the principles of medicine, as
to say, a man may be a religiousman, who knows
nothing of the principles of religion; or a moral man,
who is ignorant of the principles of morality. They
who advocate the opinion of which we speak, to
be consistent, must say, the less definite a man’s
doctrines are concerning the nature of God, the
more reverence he will display in his deport-
ment to God; the more loosely and vaguelv he thinks
of the person and work of the Lord Jesus, the
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sironger and more correct will be his obedience to
the Lord Jesus ; the less he knows of the demands
of the divine law, the more universal will be his
fulfilment of these demands ; in a word, the more
ignorant he is of what constitutes the principles or
doctrines of religion ; the less capable he is of dis-
criminating betw een truth and error, the more fully
he will be able to display that conduct which com-
ports with truth, and aveid what harmonizes with
error. ‘'The fashionable opinion, therefore, which so
many have embraced, is merely another name for
their wilful and shameful ignorance of the revelation
of G'od. It annihilates effectually the eterna’ distinc-
tions between right and wrong, and pronounces
them blessed against whom God has denounced a
wo. God has said, ¢ Wo unto them that call evil
good, and good evil*.” But the advocates of this
opinion reverse God’s sentence, and declare, Bles-
sed are they who are so ignorant or indifterent, that
they see no difference between good and evil, or
evil and good. No wonder, then, that they who
are really unted to Christ by the Holy Ghost, do
reject this opinion; for the Holy Ghost never
teaches men ahsurdity and folly. His evident de-
sign in inditing the Scriptures, was to furnish us
with a system of truths, as distinct from errors.
Hence we are exhorted to ¢ buy the trutht,” and
warned against errorsi. Faith which regards the

lal

* Juaiah v. 20, % Prov, wxiii. 27, } Provy. xix. 27.
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truths revealed, we are expressly told, purities the
heart*, works by lovet, and overcomes the woridj.

" Yes, brethren, that faith, which it is the object
of this opinion to discredit, which infidels ridicule,
and about which some Christians talk, as the licen-
tious poet § dud,

For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight,
His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right—

this very faith, God says, purifies the heart. Now,
I ask you, can the life be good, if the heart be bad?
and can the heart be good, if faith does not puri-
fy w? This faith works by love. Can that princi«
ple with which love is connected be an indifferent
one? Faith overcones the world ; that world which
God says, hieth in wickedness**. Can there then
be a good life, where the world is not overcome?
and can that world be overcome without faith ?

Let it be remembered here, that faith relates to
truths which do not come under the cognizance of
our senses, and are not the discoveries of our rea-
son ; but rest simply on the testimony of God. The
passages of Scripture just queted, do not merely
prove the excellence and necessity of faith, but
also the excellence and necessity of the doctrines

* Acts xv. 9. 1 Gal.v.6. $ 1 John v. 4. § Pope.
** 1Johnv. 19.

C
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exhibiting those truths which faith embraces. Real
believers, therefore, true members of the body of
Christ, mnanifest their supreme respect for the Scrip-
tures, together with their knowledge of the philo-
sophy of the human mind, by the distinguished im-
portance which they attach to doctrines. These
are the principles of action which regulate their
whole deportment. = Concerning such of them
which are fundamental, they agree; for the Spirit
who moved the men that penned these doctrines, is
the agent who has brought the belicvers of them
into union with Christ. His words therefore, con-
tained in the Scriptures, on those points which are
necessarily connected with salvation, must harmon-
1ze with his work in the hearts of belicvers.

Thus united in the doctrines which they ein-
brace, behevers are united, |

Secondly : in the Affections which they cherish
towards each other as brethren. They regard all
maunkind with a benevolent disposition, but teel real
complacency only towards those who agree with
them in embracing certain doctrines as divine.
They recognize in these persons, those requisites
which their Lord has made necessary for their cha-
racters as believers, and their hopes of eternal hap-
piness. Such is the importance of these requisites,
that the conscience is aroused and interested in
relation to them. This faculty has regained in the
hearts of believers, the power which it once pos-
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sessed, and thus constrains them to cultivate the
kindest and most tender sympathies towards each
other.

Their affection is not confined to a party, nor
cramped by the limits of bigotry. Itis co-extensive
with the “ fruit of the Spirit which consists in ali
goodness, righteousness, and truth*.” Every believ-
er says, concerning them who display this fruit,
without respect of names or distinctions,—¢ Behold
my mother, and my brethren : for whosoever shall
do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the
same is my brother, and sister, and motherf.’
‘Between all those who think and feel alike on sub-
jects which involve in them life and death, there
is a common Interest. Their understandings and
their consciences harmonizing, ¢ heart springs to
heart,” and they embrace each other as members
of the same redeemed family.

But as this unity of doctrinc and affection is spi-
ritual, being the work of the Holy Ghost on the
minds and hearts of belevers, it is an interesting
and necessary inquiry, how it becomes visible ? To
this the text furnishes us with an answer, viz. IN
THE BOND OF PEACE. To the illustration of
this

II. Head of discourse we now proceed. The
mode of expression which the Apostle uses is bor-
rowed from the practice of the Romans, who fas-

* Ephes,v. 9. Gal v, 29, 22. 1 Matt, 12.49. ¢
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tened one end of the chain with which a prisoner
was bound, to the arm of the soldier appointed to
guard him*. Thus believers are bound or chain-
ed 1o peace, i. e. either to peaceable dispositions, or
to a peaceable deportment towards each other.
The latter must be meant in this place, for the
former is included in the unity of the Spirit.

This peaceable deportment does not consist
merely in avoiding hostihties, or in some cold,
unmeaning courtesies, which the customs of the
world require ; or even in discharging those du-
ties of attention and assistance which social in-
tercourse renders indispensably necessary. On the
contrary, it corresponds with the unity of the Spi-
rit, of which we have been speaking. It is the ef-
fect of that blessed change, which believers have
experienced both in their views and feelings, dis-
played in the outward conduct, in the life and con-
versation. You see it in their affectionate treat-
ment of each other, without any regard to the dis-
tinctions of worldly rank or affluence. Behold
how they love one another! was once the exclamation
of the Heathen concerning Christianst. Then the
unity of the Spirit consirained believers to act as a
band of brethren. And now it leads to similar conse-
quences in their intercourse with each other. They
studiously and cautiously avoid giving any offence
to each other; exercising mutual forbearance to

" Pierce on Acts viii. 23.
t Tertnlliarwi Apologeticus, cap. 39.
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each other's weaknesses; and, where differences
have taken place, holding out the hand of recon-
ciliation to each other. They walk humbly, affect-
ing no lordship over each other, but in honour pre-
ferring one another. They mutually assist each
other in all their tnals, by their counsel—their
bodily exertions—their worldly substance. They—
but time would fail me to enumerate the particu-
lars which characterize this < bond of peace.” They
are, according to the Apostle’s summary in the verse
preceding the text, ¢ lowliness, and meekness, and
long-suffering, forbearing one another in love.”

In what character, if I may so express myself,
do believers display this peaceable deporiment? as
insulated individuals, occasionally meeling with
each other? or asa visible company or body, asso-
ciated together in some visible form? Unques-
tionably the latter. I'or, assuredly, God has not left
the external manifestations of the ¢ UNITY OF THE
SPIRIT among the members of his redeemed fami-
ly, to the caprices of accident, orto the contracted
perceptions of the best of men. He has made
provision in the constitution of his grace, for the
visible, as well as the invisible unity of his people.
Being made one body in doctrine and affection by
his Spirit, he, by the ministry of his word, collects
them together in various parts, into a visible fellow-
ship with each other. This visible fellowship, thus
formed, is virtually and essentially incorporated in
the expression, ¢ BOND OF PEACE.” You readily
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perceive, therefore, the propriety of attending to it
in a distinct and particular manner.

That we may properly understand the subject,
let us for 2 moment advert to the practice of the
Apostles. According to the command of Christ,
they went forth into the world, to convert the
nations ; to initiate the converts into the Church
by baptism ; and to instruct the baptized in all the
“duties of the Christian life*. Before they baptized
any adults, they required from them a credible profes-
sion of conversion ; and with the administration of
baptism, bound such professors to obey Christ in all
thingst. It comes not within the limits or design of
“this discourse, to enter into a minute detail concern-
ing their conduct. Whoever will compare their acts
with their epistles, will find, that the constituent
features of Christian fellowship, in a visible form,
are profession and subjection—a profession of faith
and a subjection to authority. 7e profession, re-
lates to doctrines embraced as true—the subjection,
to government acknowledged as leqitimate in the fa-

mily of Christ.

First: The profession relates to doctrines embrac-
ed as true. 'The requirement of such a profession
involves in it the principle on which Creeds rest.
The object of the discourse, therefore, requires a

» Cumpbell’s Note on Matt. xxviii. 19, 20.

1 Bingham’s Orig. Fccles. book 16. chop. 1.seet. 1 val vii. p "
hoonk 11. chap. 7 ceet 6 vol 4. n D8R
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brief explanation of the nature, the lawfulness, and
the operction of Creeds*.

1. Creeds or Confessions of faith are merely
summaries or compendious views of those doctrines
which are believed to be true. 'They never were
designed to supersede the Scriptures; for the doc-
trines they contain are confessedly drawn from the
Scriptures. They are not expressed in the language
of Scripture, but give explanations of that language.
This 1s done upon the same principle as that on
which ministers of the Gospel preach to men. We
do not repeat to our hearers the words of Scripture,
but in our own words we exhibit to them what we
think the Scriptures teach. Christ set us the example
in this respect ; for to the disciples whom he met
on their way to Emmaus, he expounded from the
Old Testament, the doctrines concerning himselft.
Thus in Creeds, a number of men or of Churches
in their .own language express to the world, the
manner in which they understand the Scriptures.
They, in this way, avow what they believe God
in his Holy Word has made necessary for our
salvation, our comfort, or our establishment. Such
is the nature of Creeds, against which many object,
who neither know what they say, nor whereof they
affirm.

* Whoever wishes satisfactory information on the subject of Creeds,
:s referred to Dunlop’s account of the several ends and uses of Con-

‘assions of Faith, &c. See also Frskine’s Sketches, vol. I No.L
i Luke zxiv. 27
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2. Creeds are lawful. The principle on which
they rest is the same on which private friendships
and social connexions depend. There must be an
expression of agreement in those things which es-
sentially constitute the friendship or connexion.
This expression must be made in a manner intelligi-
ble to each other; and the agreement itself must ex-
tend to all points which involve their personal or so-
cial interests. VWWhen was there a combination or un-
ion formed between ;nen, without such an agreement
expressed or understood? Can two walk together
cxcept they be agreed* ? The principle is incor-
porated in all the vanous compacts which are vo-
luntarily formed in the world. We can do
no business—we cannot even live together in
society, without recognizing it. Does the Gospel,
then, contradict that which God has made ne-
cessary for our intercourse in friendship or in busi-
ness with each other? No. As we stand or fall
to our own master in matters of conscience, we are
bound to determine the sense of Scripture for our-
selves. We must read for ourselves, and think for
ourselves, and judge for ourselves. This hberty
which the Gospel guarantees to every man, is the
very foundation on which the lawfulness of Creeds
rests. I, as an individual, inform my friend or ac-
quaintance, in the most explicit manner, what I be-
lieve the Scriptures teach. He does the same to
me. Weowe it to each other. If we agree, we
enter into covenant with each other according to

¥ Amos lii. 3
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that form which we both think to be ¢ a form of
sound words.” Is he injured, or am I injured?
Does he lord it over me, or do I lord it over him ?
If we differ, we separate. He retains his belief, 1

retain mine.

The use of words different from those which
we find in Scripture, is also lawful. It con-
veys no more disrespect to the sacred oracles,
than the use of different words in prayer or in
preaching. The language of Scripture is per-
spicuous 1n itself, but by time it has become am-
biguous. Different men use it differently, as it suits
their purpose. They attach such meanings to it
as their prejudices, pride, or errors may sugeest.
It is therefore necessary that theyv who desire to
¢ contend earnestly for the faith which was once de-
livered unto the saints*, should intelligently ex-
press the meaning which they affix to the lauguage
of Scripture. Such was the opinion of the primitive
Church, as is evident from the Creed, commonly
called the Apostles’, which was adopted and used
at a very early periodt It also appears from the
Nicenef, the Athanasianj, and other Creeds, which
at different times were adopted according to the
prevailing errors of the day.

* Jude 3.
t King’s History of the Apostles’ Creed. Mosheim’s Eccles. Hist.
Vol. 1. Chap. 3. p. 116.

$ Composed by the Council of MNice, ann. 325. Jdosh. Eccles. His. vol. 1.
chap. 5. p. 414.

§ Improperly ascribed to .4thanasius. Dr. Waterland ascribes it to Hile-
ry, Bishop of Arles.

D
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The Reformed Churches have all acted upon the
lawfulness of Creeds; for they have each adopt-
ed one of their own*. Even the Independent
Churches, who are most strennous in their objec-
tions to Creeds, have been constrained to adopt them.
Not one of them is without a ¢ form of sound
words,” according to which their members covenant
with God and each other. Such strange incon-
sistencies do good men often discover in their con-
duct, condemning in others, what they themselves
practise, though on a smaller scale.

3. The operation or effects of Creeds relate to
the norld at large, to muwisters, and to the members

of a Church.

Creeds give a fair and authentic account ¢o the
world at large, of the doctrines maintained by a
Church. Thus misrepresentations are corrected,
and calumnies refuted. These valuable purposes
were particularly answered in the primitive Church,
against the Pagans, and, af the period of the Re-
formation, against the Papists. Every body of
Ch-istians, as they can thus appeal to their public
standards, are only to be judged from those stand-
ards. These standards contain their faith openly
declared before all men. To make such a declara-
tion, is the duty of all Christians. They ar¢ com-

* Thus, to mention some instances, the Jugshurg Confession was publishi-
ed, ann, 1530 ; the Basil, 1532 ; the first, of Helvetia, 1556 ; the last, 1556 ;
the Suxon, 1551 ; Wirtemberg, 1552; French, 1559, Relgic, 1566 ; Bohc-
roun, 1578 Enolich, 1562, Scotch, 1560 ; Weetminater, 1647.
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manded to confess Christ in the world—to own
his truth at all times. How can they do this,
bztter than by publishing the doctrines which they
believe he has revealed. Thus doing, they
acknowledge their principles, and enable men
to form a correct opimion of them. They also
thus promote mutnal harmony and love among
themselves. They design by their Creed, not to
force the belief of others, but to give others an op-
portunity of judging, whether they can associate
with them or not. Their knowledge of each other’s
principles gives them mutual confidence. They
feel ke members of the same family. They,
also, in this way, speak the same language on the
subjects of revelation, and mind the same things.
Thinking alike, and acting alike, they are enabled
to instruct, and comfort, and support each other.
The causes of division and unhappiness are thus
annihilated, and peace is promoted.

Creeds operate as a check upon Ministers, and
prevent them from indulging themselves in the
love of change, without being detected. Their
freedom of inquiry is not destroyed, but they are
restrained from disturbing a Church or Churches
by that freedom. Churches also have an op-
portunity of discharging such men as do not fulfil
their own engagements. By means of Confes-
sions of Faith, solemnly adopted, men unsound
i the faith can be deposed, and thus arrested
m their course of evil doing. The privileges
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of the ministry are not invaded or infringed in
this way. Churches may justly require from their
pastors an assent to the principles which they have
adopted ; and if those principles are violated,
bring the offender to punishment. When we re-
flect for 2 moment, on the influence which the mi-
nistry possesses i directing public opinion in mat-
ters of religion, the importance and necessity of
their bemg arrested, when unsound or unfaithful,
will appear obvious to all.

By Creeds, the people of a Church are pro-
vided with a short and useful summary of re-
ligion, to which they can constantly resort for
nformation, and by which they can try all the
doctrines they hear or read. In this way also,
they commit to posterity the faith which they have
cherished, and furnish correct materials for the his-
tory of the Church.

From this brief view of Creeds, their necessity,
as well as their propriety, must be perceived. By the
adoption of them, believers make a public profession
of the doctrines which they have embraced as true,
and thus display the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace. They do so,

Secondly : By their subjection to government ac-
knowledged as legitimate in the family of Christ.

Though all Christians grant the necessity of
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government in the Church, yet they differ about
the kind which Christ has established. My design
is not to enter into a controversy which has so long,
and often so fatally, destroyed the harmony of
Christians. A few remarks only, explanatory of those
principles which are deemed fundamental on this
subject, will be offered.

Neither Christ nor his Apostles appear to have
given the Church ali the details of any particular
form of government Nor yet have they left
the subject so undetermined as to permit Chris-
tians to follow their own fancy. Three principles
they have established beyond doubt. We say be-
yond doubt ; for ail who call themselves Christians,
either directly acknowledge them by words, or in-
directly in their practice*. These principles are the
following, to wit: the people of Christ have a vi-
sible unity, existing not in separate congregations
independent of each other, but composing one bo-
dy. They are subject to the jurisdiction of an au-
thorized ministry. 1 say authorized, because the
Lord Jesus Christ has committed to them the
exercise of subordinate power in the Church.
Remove this ministry, and you "have good
people left—real believers: but you have no
visible Church—no public fellowship of the saints ;

* Thus the Indcpendents, who deny the visible unity of the Church in
:heory, act upon the principle of her unity, in their admission of members
from each other’s Churches by certificates. And the Episcopalians, who
reject the parity of the ministry, do still in fact, admit Presbyters to lay on
their haads with thoee of the Bishop, in ordigation.




( 26 )

tor you have no preaching of the word—no
administration of the sacraments—no exercise of
discipline ; since these duties are committed to the
ministry. Among them there is no distinction
of orders ; for government is connected with teach-
ing, in the scriptural commission of every pastor ;
and deacons are restricted to the carve of the poor
and serving of tables. They are bound mutually
to counsel and aid each other, in such a mode as
may be deemed most expedient. The modifications
of their authority, must be regulated by the circum-
stances and necessity of the flock committed to
their care. |

These principles of visible unity of the body, the
authority of the mimistry over the body, and parity
among these ministers, constitute the foundations of
Church-government. In the exercise of government
on these principles, liberty of conscience must be left
to all believers, because unquestionably secured to
them by Christ, who is the only Lord of the con-
science : and purity of life must be assiduously pro-
moted, because peremptorily enjoined by Christ.

Subjection to government thus founded, and thus
eXercised, constitutes another evidence of the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. By Creeds,
therefore, believers declare their agreement in
doctrine and affection; and by government, are
morally constrained to manifest this agreement m
their peaceable deportment.
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This agreement they are bound to keep one with
another, by their strenuous exertions. Such is the
apostle’s exhortation in the text,—“ ENDEAVOUR-
ING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE
BOND OF PEACE.” We now proceed in the

III. And last place, to illustrate the nature of
this exhortation. The phraseology is peculiarly
forcible *; denoting the utmost diligence—exertion
—promptness—and firmness, as necessary on the
part of believers, to secure this great object. 1It1s
liable to be lost; for the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace may be broken. The sad expe-
rience of the Christian Church, proves this beyond
all controversy. ILook around you, brethren,
throughout our land, and the old world. You be-
hold altar erected against altar, by those who, in
the Scriptural sense, have one altar. Itis to be fear-
ed, that too many of these altars, like those of
Ephraimt, have been made to sin; and thus altars
have been to them to sin——sources of transgression,
because stumbling-blocks in the way of Christian
brotherhood. But once it was not so.

The primitive Church kept the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. Believers of differ-
ent regions considered themseclves as members

of the same body. They held the same faith,

* E:rov?é{oms THEUY,
- Hosea viii. 11.
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and acknowledged the same government. When
they met together in the course of Providence,
they recognized their relation to each other,
and interchanged in the offices of Christian commu-
nion*. Whenever differences of opinion arose, the
decisions of the acknowledged authority were con-
sidered as obligatory on the whole Church. They
who refused subjection were cast out, and consider-
ed no longer as members. It is granted that this
state of things at an early period was affected by
the corruptions which crept into the Church. Yet
the principle of unity was maintained, and the visi-
ble communion of saints throughout every part of
the Church, observed. 'Thus a member of the
Church from Africa, furmshed with proper creden-
tials, was acknowledged in Jerusalem, Rome, and

Ephesus.

The divisions which now exist in the Church, ori-
ginated in the circumstances under which the Re-
formation was commenced and carried on. In diffe-
rent countries, different Churches were formed. Yet
whilst the hearts of the Reformed were warm, they
preserved the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace
to a very great and wonderful degree. Especially
between the Churches of Geneva, France, Holland,
England, Scotland, and those styled the Reformed in
Germany, and in Switzerland, did this appeart. Ig-

* Bingham's Orig. Ecc. Book 16. Chap. 1. passim.

T Abundant proof of this is to be found in Quick’s Synodicon, through-
nut the two vols. Jeal’s History of the Puritans, vol. I. JMosheim’s Fce. His.
vol. IV. Burnet's History of the Reformation, espcciully daring the life
and reign of Edward VI, and other histories of the Reformation
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norance, prejudice, and pride, however, soon pre-
pared the way for a disruption of the ties which
bound them together. They began to grow cold
in their affections, and suspicious of each other.
They separated from each other to a degree and
extent that was no less injurious to their interests,
than gratifying to the Catholics*. |

The Churches in this country being founded by
believers coming from different parts of Europe,
preserved their origina! distinctions; in consequence
of which, we exhibit tiie same diversity of ecclesi-
astical character, and the same want of brotherly
union, with that which is exhibited in the Old
World. The same reasons, however, for this
state of things do not exist here; for we consti-
tute one civil body, and are all, in the eye of
the law, on an equality. The circumstances,
then, in which we are placed, imperiously urge
all believers to endeavour to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.

As this duty refers to tlie visible fellowship of
believers in a visible form, it peculiarly demands
the attention of this General Assembly. Consti-
tuting “ the bond vof union, peace, correapondeﬂce,
and mutual confidence among all our Churchest,” its
moven.ents will give, both an impulse and a direc-

* The oause of this separation is to be found, not in their difference
of opinion about doctrines, but about the form of government.

[ Yorm of Government of the Pres. Church, Chap, xi, Sect. 4-
I
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tion to the movements of the Syneds, the Presby-
teries, the Sessions, and the individual members ot
our Churches. 'The explanation of that line of
conduct which we must pursue to discharge the du-
ty enjoined, will exhibit the general principles which
ought to regulate the conduct of all our members
in the fulfilment of their duty.

QOur first concern 1s with ourselves ; our second.

with other Churches.
To BEGIN, THEN, WITH OURSELVES.

THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND
OF PEACE, can only be kept in our Church, by ad-
hering sacredly to the doctrines we prefess te have
- recetved as divine, and lo the government we have
pledged ourselves to obey. 'These two particu-
lars, have already been stated as constituent fea-
tures of Christian fellowship in a visible form.
A departure from either, destroys the visible unity
of the whole body. We shall attend to cach for a

moment.

1. We must adhere sacredly to the docliines we
profess to have received as divine. They are ap-
propriately catled the doctrines of grace, and con-
stitute both our glory and dcfence. We have re-
ceived them as a precious legacy from our fathers
in the old world, who lived under their invigorat-
ing influence, and died rejoicing in the hope
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which they impart. They are contained in our
Confession of Faith, with the Westminster Ca-
techisms, larger and shorter, to which therefore
we are bound to adhere. This involves in it
the question, what obligations do Creeds impose
upon those who adopt them? The answer
i1s easilly given by recurring to the nature of
Creeds. They are explanations of Scripture
wm our own words, for the purposes of union be-
tiveen those who find they think alike. They thus
constitute the bond of peace between a number of
Christians, in the same msmner that a wrntten -

strument of agreement, constitutes the bond of un-
" jon between men in the business of life. Hence,
they ought to be studied, known, and digested by
all who adopt them. It is disreputable for the
members of a Church which has published a
Creed, to be ignorant of that Creed. As a
bond of wmon, as an expression of belief, as an
explanation of Scripture, it ought to be cor-
rectly understood. No one is forced to adopt it.
The adoption on the part of every person is vo-
luntary, and therefore oughtto be done intelligently.
It ought to be the result of sober examiuation,
comparing the Creed with the Word of God, with
our ow? experience, as originating in and direct-
ed by that Word, and, as far as we can, with other
Creeds, or the opinions of other men. If it be not
done n this way, the faith professed 1s credulity ;
because it is connected with igiiorance: even an
ignorance of those tenths which we, by our public
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aci, profess to believe are Seriptural.  In addition te
this, it 1s incambent on those who advocate Creeds,
that they adhere to the spirit and to the obvious
meaning of the language of their Creed, where the
language conveys doctrines: for recolect that
Creeds are the explanations of Scripture n our
own language. They answer the purpose of a
theological dictionary, giving a defimition of terms
used n Scripture ; which terms convey to our
minds important traths.

To talk, then, of adhering to the spirit of a
Creed, whilst we alter its language so far as to alter
its principles, 1s 1 fact destroying the verv -nature
of Creeds as bonds of union between believers. Af-
ter adopting a Creed, mdividuals among them may
not attempt to change it for themselves ; for others
are concerned as well as themselves. The form in
which they received i, is the form in which they
must remain steadfast, whilst they continue in that
body, whose Creed they have adopted. They are
uot obliged by any compulsory power, to continue
this connexion longer than they please; but during
therr connexion, conscience, honour, and integi ty,
all demand that they should ¢ hold fast the form of
sound words *, which the body have adopted. No
alteration of this form, m spirit or language, where
the alteration would aficet doctrines, 1s admissible,
unless the body permitit. Let it be granted that

* 2 Tim.i.13.
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an alteration may be made, to gratify one individual
—another mdividual has the right of clanming the
samc indulgence : and thus we know not where the
alterations will end.  The adinission of such altera-
tions looks like liberty of conscience ; but in fact is
the most disqusting species of inlolerance towards the
opinions of others. It is constraining the many who
have adopted the whoie, to submit to the vamty, the
prejudice, the weakness, or the ignorance, of a few,
who wish to expunge a part.  These few might un-
questionabiy connect themselyves with other bodies
who agrecd with them, or, if they could find none,
form one of their own. For them to insist upon, or
even to desire a modification of established, publish-
ed principles, discovers no little seli-conceit, though
it mav be cloaked with the garh of piety. Such
conduct proceeds upon the principle that the ma-
jority must submit to the mnority; and it leads
to this conclusion, that Creeds are every thing, or
any thing, just as men please to make them. But
they are not ; or the men who adopt them are ab-
solutely msanc. And they cannot be explamed
away, so as to alter the system which they exhibit,
without removing and anmhilating the very object
which they contemplate.

In this respect, as well as the preceding, 1. e. 1
adherence to our Creed, and inowledge of it, mul-
titudes amo g us are deficient.  They are as liitle
acquainted with the principles avowed in our Creed,
as they are with the prmeiples of Mahomet.,  TTn-
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derstand me rightly. They may know distinctly the
grand leading principles of the Scriptures, as they
construe them, but they cannot tell from their own
examination, whether these principles are contained
i our Creed or not. And vet they are required in
the administration of baptism to infants, to give
their assent to the Confession of Faith of our Church,
and the Westpunster Catechisms. The same en-
egagements, we must plainly mmfer from acknow-
fedged prenuses, are necessary m adult baptism and
the Lord’s supper, as well as in the ordination of
Elders, Deacons, and Mnusters.

Ignorance of the contents of our Creed, has in-
troduced many deviations from it. These devia-
tions are indeed cloaked by the pretension, that the
spirit 1s preserved inviolate. But such is the na-
tnre of our Confession of Faith and Catechisms,
that the spinit 1s violated by a departure from the
letter.  Perhaps no instruments have been so cau-
tiously expressed as these: and I candidly confess,
that cvery examination of them increases my re-
oard for them. 1 know of no religious documents in
which the language is so perspicuous and definite.
To a respectable proportion of our people, that
tanguage is fumiliar and dear. For reasons that are
perfectly correct, ti ey prefer it to any other kind of
tanguage. It is the language of Seripture—of
conmmon sense—and of Christian experience.  We
are bound, thercfore, to defend it from the mmo-
valing hand of folly, of prejudice, or of concet.
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By thus doing, we shall maintain the spirit and de-
sign of our Creed, and in no other way, that I can
discover : for the same reason which will warrant
my friend to alter the language of this Creed, will
warrant me. As this language has been adopted
to explain the meaning of Scripture language,
every departure from its obvious meaning, is a vio-
lation of the design of Creeds, and therefore in-
jures the peace of our Church.

2. We must adhere sacredly to the form of gou-
ernment we have pledged ourselves to obey ; that is,
PRESBYTERIAN, as distinguished from EPIS-
COPALIAN and INDEPENDENT.

In this form the fundamental principles of Church
government, as already stated*, are distinctly re-
coonized. By it liberty of conscience is gua-
ranteed to all believers, and purity of life enforced
upon them }. [Iis characteristics which distinguish
it from other forms, are, REPRESENTATION, and
REVIEW. In these two ways, that power which
the Lord Jesus Christ has lodged in s Church, 1s
exercised among us. Whilst we acknowledge the
distinction between rulers and ruled, we reject the
position, that the latter mmpart authority to the
former. They derive their authority from the Head
of the Church himself, through the medium of

' Sec page 25.
1 Introduction to the Form of Governmcent of the Preshyvterian

v hueels
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others like themselves, invested with authority.
That authority is distributed among different judi-
catories, who are both representative bodies, and
courts of review. A brief sketch of their nature
and operations will be attempted *.

(1.) All our judicatories are representative bodies.
The right of choice rests in the individual be-
hevers—the exercise of authority over them, 1n
those whom they choose. In this way the mmister
and elders in session, derive their power over a con-
gregation—ministers and elders delegated from
these sessions, and convened in Presbviery, their
power over as many congregations as they repre-
sent—and ministers, with elders delegated from
these Presbyteries, convened in General Assembiy,
their power over as many Presbyteries, with their
congregations, as are represented. Hence we con-
sider such a portion of the Church as s represent-
ed, actually met together in thesc respective judi-
catories. And asthis Assembly represents the whole
body of believers in our connexion, the Preshyte-
rtan Church in this land is now converied m this
Assemblyt. Such is the natural result of the princi-
ple of representation, and obviously the theory of
Presbyterian government,

* JLIs Institutes, 2d part, in which there is an able view of Presb:-
terian Government.

T ¢ The General Assembly is the highest judicatory of the Presby-
terian Church : and shall represent in one body, the perticular Churche.
of thus demomunation.® Form of Government, Chap. xi. Scet 1 See
also Note at the commencement of said chapter.
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(2.) Our Judicatories are Courts of Review. The

Sessions watch over the walk and conversation of
the members—admit new ones on their profession
of belief in the doctrines of our Creed, and their
subjection to the form of government set forth in
our book of Discipline—cut off offenders, or deal
with them in any way which may be considered as
most for edification.. They possess no authority,
unless properly convened, with a Mmister present
to preside. Their proceedings are subject to the
review of the Presbvieries to which they respec-
tively belong. These Presbyteries, in their turn,
have their proceedings reviewed by .the Synods;
and the proceedings of these Synods are renewed-
by this Assembly. -

These two prmciples of representation and re-
view, afford us a clear and satisfaclory. view of the
manner, in which power is distnibutéd among the
judicatories of our Church. Every judicatory
possesses power over that part of the Church
which it represents. Hence, as this Assembly re-
presents the whole Presbyterian Church in our
Country, it possesses the power of this Church;
which power it is bound to exercise, according to
the letter and the spirit of our Constitution.

We come to the same result from a consideration
of the principle of review. FEvery inferior judica-
tory is hound to submit its proceedings to its superior

for approbation,  And as this Assembly is the high-
.
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est judicatory, it possesses the power of each of the
lower judicatories, which must be exercised in the
manner already specified. Thus we find our Form
of Government expressly saying, « To the Assem-
bly belongs the power of consulting, reasoning, and
Judging in controversies; respecting doctrine and dis-
ctpline ; of reproving, warning, or bearing testiino-
ny against error in doctrine, or immorality in prac-
tice; in ony Church, Presbytery, or Synod; of cor-
responding with foreign Churches ; of putting a stop
to schismatical contentions and disputations : and in
general, of recommending and attempting reforma-
tion of manners; and of promoting charity, truth,
and holiness, through all the Churches : and of erect-

ing new Synods when they judge it mecessary*.”

The power which is thus distributed among the
judicatories is threefold: legislative, judicial, and
executive.. The first, relating to the laws or re-
gulations which are deemed necessary ; the second,
to.the issue:of trials; the third, to the enforcement
of regulations, and of decisions. Each of the ju-
dicatories, In its sphere, possesses these powers; this
body possesses them throughout the whole Church,
either through the medium of the lower judicato-
ries, or by its own inherent authority. When the
lower judicatorics transgress or mistake, this As-
sembly must correct or rebuke them. When they
have suflered a culprit to escape the punishment, duc
lo him for his misdeeds, this Assembly must arrest

* Yorm of Covernment, Chap. 2. Seet. &
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him, as well as admonish the offending judicatory.
In this there is no tyranny, unless the Church can
be said to tyranmze over itself; for recollect, upon
our own principles, the Church is present, acting
by its representatives. Nor can the individual
complain that he is injured, unless he supposes his
rights, as he may call them, of more consequence
than the welfare of the Church, and the preserva-
tion of that order which the Church has adopted,

Such is a very brief analysis of the theory of our
Government, and its mode of operation. By ad-
hering to this Government and to our Creed, we
will preserve among oursedves the unity of the Spi.

rit in the bond of peace.

LET US NOW SEE HOW WE ARE BOUND
TO ACT TOWARDS OTHER CHURCHES.

THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF
PEACE, must be kept with them,

1. By sceking a real visible union with those who
entirely agree with us i doctrine and governmeni.
I mean not merely a brotherly correspondence, but
a consolidation of our respective denominations into
one. What is there to prevent the Reformed Dutch,
the Associate Reformed, the Associate, the Re-
formed Presbyterian Churches, and our Church,
from forming one BoDY. Kxcepting the first, we
all have the same Confession and Catechisms, and
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ihe same Form of Government. The first differs
from us only in words, and in a few trifling cere-

monies.

- Is it not cause of regret and of shame to ali whe
desire the prosperity of Zion, that we should re-
main as if we really were different in Doctrine or
Government? Our Fathers in the old world, on more
occasions than one, forgot the distinctions of names.
Between the Church of Holland and of Scot-
land there has ever been a good understanding*.
And why should there not be the same between
their descendants in this land? 1Let those who
have been instrumental i preventing this Christian
harmony, answer. I speak with more freeness and
boldress to you; for this Assembly has ever dis-
played, on this subject, principles honourable to the
Church whom they represent, and consistent with
the spirit and letter of the Gospel.

2. Inrelation to others who differ from us in
doctrine or government, our conduct must be regu-
lated by the nature of the difference With those
who reject the principles of faith and government,
which we consider fundamental, we can have no
Eeclesiastical connexion, nor Christian fellowship.
“ Whosoever transgresseth,” saith the heloved apos-

" Crookehank’s Hist. of the Church of Scotland, furnishes a striking in-
stauce of this understanding, in the case of Mr. Reawick, a Scottish Pres-

bytcrian, who, in 1683, was ordained by the Classis of Groningen, in 1!
land, a mivister of the Gospel, to ofiiciate in the Church of Scotlun!.
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tle, “and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of

Chirist, he hath both the Father and the Son. If

there come any unto you, and bring not this doc-
trine, receive him not into your house, neither bid

him God speed : for he that biddeth him God speed,
18 er of his evil deeds*.” To act according
to this direction, is not a breach of charity, for
charity does not require us to approve of fatal
errors, nor to countenance their advocatest. Whilst,
therefore, we pity their mistakes, and discharge
toward them the duties of social intercourse, we

* o John 9. 10, 11. Ireneus, speaking of Polucarp, says, “ There are
some yet sarviving, who have heard him, (i. e. Polycarp,) relate, that
Joln, the disciple of the Lord, guing into the bath at Ephesus to wash
Limself, and sceing Cerinthis ia it, leapt out, not having bathed himself, but.
said, let us make haste away, lest the bath fall in; Cerinthus, the enemy of
ithe truth being within it. This same Polycarp also, continues Irencuy,
being met by Jarcion, and asked—* Do you know me ** returned him an-
swer, “ 1 know thee to be the first-begotten of the devil” So exceedingly
cautious were the Apostles and their disciples, not 30 much as by speech o
have any converse with such as were corrupters of the truth : as Paul also
said, Tit. . 10, 11.” JIrenei adver. Heres. Lib. iii. cap. 3. Ed. Gr. p. 204.
Both Cerinthus and Marcion, amoug other errors, denied the essential ¢
vinity of the Lord Jesus Christ  Afssh. Eccles. Hist. vol.i. cent. 1. p- 14+
14d. cent. 2. p. 218—20.

1 See Dr. Witherspoon on the Scripture meaning of Charity. The reader
will find in this essay the true meaning of this great Christian duty. No
class of men, in words, do more st nuously advocate, and none in fact do
more grievously transgress it, than they who differ from us in fundamental
truths.  Charity is for ever in their mouths—but its opposite is displaycd in
their conduct. They, in this respecet, are like the adulterous woman mnen-
tioncd in the book of Proverbs, who cateth and wipeth her mouth, and
saith, 1 have done no wickeduess. (£’ror. 30. 20.) Their charity, (like the
tewler mercies of the wicked, which are cruelty,) is nothing wore than the
display of the grossest illiberality, and the most despotic intolerance towards
il who do ot embrace their crrore, or assent to their Llaspliem.
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cannot acknowledge them as brethren in the
Lord; and therefore cannot keep with them the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. But with
those who maintain fundammental doctrines, and 1n
their practice, though not in their theory, acknow-
ledge the essential principles of Church governnient,
our duty is to cultivate brotherly correspondence.
They possess all the essential characteristics of real
believers. It is our privilege, therefore, to mter-
change with them in the endearing offices of Chris-
tian fellowship, as often as we enjoy the opportu-
nity. - We thus manifest our love to them, and
gradually prepare the way for the correction of
those mistakes into which we think they have fallen.
{ do not mean to say, however, that when we sojourn
with them, and they admit us to the rights of friend-
ship and fellowship, we should impreve the oppor-
tunity to introduce debates about tivse matters in
which we differ. This would be discourtecous 1n us,
and 1s not less discourteous in them. If any of them
choose to unite with us, they ought—they are bound
in honour, to adopt our standards, our modes of
expression, our form of government. If any of us
choose to umte with themn, e must do so likewise.
To insist upon such adoption of each other’s Creed
and Government, necessartly produces an examin-
ation of these subjects. We thus become acquaimnt-
¢d with each other’s sentiments, with the points of
difference between us, and the extent of our agree-
ment.  In this way brotherly correspondence can
be preserved between us, and measures be maturing
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to accomplish, in the end, a anion with them, as
well as with those who entirely agree with us.

Such an union between all the Churches who
are essentially one, in faith aud government, is a
orand and glorious object, and richly worthy of the
attestion and exertions of this Assembly. What
mcasmres may be necessary to promote this pur-
pose, and whether any ought iinmediately to be
adepted by us, are questions to which no answers
wiii be now aitempted. Something, however, ought
to be done, and that by the Gereral Assembly of
oeur Church, either now or on a future occasion.

The times require that such an effort should be
speedily m:ade; for these indicate an approaching
season of severe trial, from the prevalence of iniqui-
ty. A day of darkness awaits the Church, in which
her members will be constrained to contend, not for
the peculiariiies of a party, but for the very foun-
dation of their hope. The prospect of such a
day, cught to prompt them to unite as brethren in
seme visible form, that they may strengthen each
sther, and together fight the good fight of faith.

The cause ice give to the enemies of religion to re-
proach vs, and to condemn the religion we pro-
Jess, requires that we should unite. They see our
divisions ; und finding upon inquiry, that there are
no points of difference hetween us of any momerd,
we ourselves being judges, they ask the reason why
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we remain divided ? No answer can be given, but
such an one as will fill theirmouths with scoffs, and
our hearts with pain. On this subject we cannot
fairly and honourably meet their charges; for thev
have cause to condemn us for our conduct.

Our duty to ourselves requires that we should
unite. We deprive ourselves of the delights of
Christian intercourse. W e are, morecover, guilty of
a gross absurdity. We commune with one of whose
want of piety and holiness we have just suspicions,
though no proof, barely because he belongs to our
denomination : but will not commune with one
of whom we entertain no suspicion—whom we
highly respect, and cordially love, and whom we
hope io meet in heaven, because he belongs to an-
other denomination. On this subject, Churches have
a solemn account to render to their Head. They
have made points of external order, about which
there is no specific direction, the terms of commu-
nion, when there has heen no difference in faith, or
love, or hope.

Our duty lo God requires a union,  1le, by his
Spirit, makes stnners memhers of the Church, and
by the same Spirit, enables these members to walk
worthy of their vocation. We recognize the reli-
gious character of such persons, and we dare not
object to their ecclesiastical character. We can-
not say, they are no members of Christ’s body, nor
members < s visihle Churel. We, therefore, in
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our intercourse with them, act in such a2 manner,
as to cover ourselves with shame, because we do
not hold fellowship with those, whom we in our
hearts believe are admitted to fellowship with the
I"ather and his Son Jesus Chnist.

The future state of the Church requires a union
between us. The time is approaching, when all
the different denominations of Christians, who hold
to the Head, Jesus Christ, shall be united together in
one fold. In that fold, will meet Jew and Gentile,
Presbyterian, Episcopalian, and Independent. They
will then forget their former divisions, and, with
~ thanksgivings to God for his mercy, acknowledge
each other as heirs of the promise. It is delight-
ful to contemplate that period according to pro-
phetic description. There will be no parties in the
family of Christ; for mutnal love and endearing
fellowship will prevail ; bigotry will be unknown,
and the prejudices which bigotry produces, cease
to operate in the hearts of saints.

Where is the believer who dees not rejoice—
whose bosom is not filled with transport, at such
a prospect? The present disjointed state of the
Church—ihe party-feelings, and jealousies, which
her members display—the want of visible brother-
ly aflection among them, whilst they sicken the
hearts of God’s children, make them also glad in
looking forward, and anticipating the day, when

[
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there shall be “ new heavens, and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness*.”

Who, then, is unwilling to strive 1 lus place,
that he may be instrumental in hastening this issune?
None, I trust, in this Assembly—none, I trust,
throughout our Church.

1 add no more.

Now unto him that is able to do excceding abun-
dantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory
in the Church, by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages,
world without end. AMENT.

* S Pet.iii. 17 t Ephes. iii. 20, 21.




APPENDIX,

) al

'I'HE Author is satisfied that the Union he has recom-
mended in the preceding discourse, between the different
parts of the Presbyterian Church, must be the result of se-
rious and mature deliberation. He is not desirous, even it
he could, of precipitating such a measure, great and im-
portant as it appears to him. If the subject only excites
attention, so as to prodnce an examination of its practica-
bility, he will be abundantly rewarded for his labour. He
says practicability, for he cannot conceive that a single
Christian can hesitate about the duty of promoting such a
Union. Without entering into the subject, he only remarks
—that the Scriptures teach us that the Church is One,
and that she shall ever remain One. They also do most
unequivocally condemn divisions among those who pro-
fess to be members of this Church. The criminality of
such divisions among Evangelical Presbyterians, appears
clearly, because there is actually no reason for them, in any
one respect which involves in it, the present comfort of be-
lievers, or their future salvation.

Between the Reformed Dutch and the Presbyterian
Churckh, there is no point of difference in which conscience
is, or can be, irterested. Let any man compare their Doc-
trines and Government, and he will soon be convinced of
the truth of this remark. The’Author speaks with the more
confidence, because he was himself cducated in the Reform-
ed Dutch Church, and for some years a minister in her
connexion.

Between the Presbyterian, the Associate Reformed, the
Associate and the Reformed Presbyterian Churches, the
principal difficulty of importance is Psalmody. But on
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" this subject, a Union is practicable, provided Christian pru-
dence and torbearance be exercised. Two extremes,however,
must at once be abandoned, viz. that no other system of psal-
mody may be used in the Church than thatwhich s contained
in the book of Psualms ; aund, that such system is unfitto be
used in the Christian Charch.  Let it be remembered, that
there is no positive evidence for cither of these opinions,
since both are the result of reasoning by induction. The pre-
mises, from which both are drawn, are not clearly revealed
in the Scripture. The duty of endeavouring to keep the
unity of the Spint in the bond of peace, s however posi-
tively enjoined upon the wembers of Christ’s family. Isit
right then, for a matter certainly not settled, by a ¢ thus
saith the Lord;’ nor so decidedly and unequivocally in-
ferred from positive premises, as infant baptism and female
communion—is it right for suck a matter, about which
sound, consistent, evangelical Presbyterians, have differed,
and do differ, to nisk transgressing a positive duty, viz. that
of Chnistian communion > Especially since the discharge of
this duty is accompanied with real satisfaction and edifica-
tion to believers.

These hints are merely suggested, with no intention of
entering into the merits of the controversy. The author
can with truth say, that he is edified in the use of the
book of Psalms, and also in the use of uninspired psalms.
God has given to both, so much of his approbation
in blessing each to his children, that both ought to be
allowed. Considering then, that .he proposed Union is
practicable, and that all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in
~ these different denominations, cannot but grant that 2t s de-
sirable, the following rude outlines of a plan to effect it, are
suggested.

I. Asthe General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
is the largest body, let them propose to the highest judi-
catory of the Reformed Dutch, Associate Refuormed, As-
sociate and Reformed Presbyteriun Church, respective-
ly, the appomtment of two, or more delegates, to attend
the sessions of each such judicatory with power to take a
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part in counsel ::nd debate, but not to vote on any question
whatever.

II. Let the General Assembly propose the appointment
of two or more Commissioners from each such judicatory,
who shall meet within one year from their appointment,
and afterwards by their own adjournments, and report at
their pleasure, a digested system of Ecclesiastical Union
among all the Churches, so as to embrace,

1. The doctrines, of the standards of the W estminster As-
sembly, and of the Belgic or Low Dutch Reformed Churches.

2. A system of visible order, including Government and
Discipline upon Presbyterian principles.

3. One form of religious worship, including one Psal/m
Book, which alone shall be used in the different congrega-
tions. This psalm-book to embrace, (1.) That translation of
the book of Psalms in the Bible, which is the truest and most
elegant that can be procured. (2.) The best collection of
translations and paraphrases of other scriptural passages.
And, (3.) the most judicious collection of religious hymns
and songs. The whole to form such a copious and com-
prehensive system of Psalmody, as shall enable the officers
of each congregation to make a suitable selection for their
own use.

III. That these commissioners, when such digest is com-
pleted, have power to call a General Convention, to meetin
Philadelphia, or elsewhere, and finally settle the system of
uniformitv. Such Convention to be composed of two, or
more, representatives from each of all the Presbyteries or
Classes in America.

The whole plan, of which the preceding imperfect ont-
lines are with diffidence suggested, would require a consi-
derable length of time to complete it, if it should be adopt-
ed by the different Presbyterian Churches. The first par-
ticular, however, can be carried into effect immediatel Ys
without violating the prejudices, or convulsing the peace of
any Church. This measure will afferd an opportunity, for
the different Churches to become better acquainted with

each other than they now are. The points of difference
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will then be more correctly known, and their magnitude or
want of importance, be accordingly estimated.

We have much to learn about what is really essential to
Christian communion, as well as Christian character; and
must, if we will conscientiously do our duty, make great sa-
crifices of pride, conceit, vanity, prejudice, and zlliberality.
'The present divided state of the Churches, which are Evan-
gelicalin doctrine, and Presbyterian in government, is both
mortifying and distressing to every one who longs for the
prosperity of Zion. Nothing but 16 NORANCE, or BIGOTRY,
can keep those apart, who on all important subjects think,
and feel, and act alike, if they will only exercise towards
each other, that Christian prudence and Christian forbear-
ance, which their duty to Christ and their regard for their

‘own happiness, do require in the plainest and most pc-
Yemptory manner. -

Pl in.






