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J'T a mecting of the Syrod of New-York and Phila-
<& Jlphiay held "at Philadeiphia in Muy, 1780,—the
Synod appointed the rev. Dr. Witherfpoon, Dy, Sproat,
Dr, Rodeersy, Dr. M*Whortery, Dy, Dufheld, Dr,
Ewing, Dr. Allifon, Dr. Smithy and Dr. Wilfon ;
with Haac Snowden, efguire, Mr. Robert ‘Taggart and
Mr. John Pinkerton, «a -Committee, to meet in Phila-
dclphiay en the fecond Tucfday in September next, tolfrc-
pare a Plan of Government and Difcipline for the Pref-
tyterian Ghurch 3 and to procure Three Hundred Gopies
theresf to be printed and diftributed among the feveral Pref-
lyteries, in proportion to the number of their members ; un-
aer the engagement of the Synod, to have the expence of print-
i1g and diffribution ve-imburfed to the Committee at their
next mecting,  And every Proflytery is vequired to report in
writing ta the Synod at their next meeting, their obfervations

en the ﬁw‘d Plan of Government and Difcipline.

It was alfo ordercd Ly the Synod, that each Prefbytery take
~effeGtual meafurces to raife from cach congregation under
thetr care, whether ﬁfpp/z'ed with a paflory or vacanty a col-
lection previows to the next meeting of Synody for defraying
the expences of printing the public alls of Synod ; and for
printing and diftributing the Plan of Government and Dif-
cipline 5 and for fuch other purpofes as to the Synod fhall
Jecm proper - And that each Profbytery fend fuch collettions
with fome one of their membersy, wha fhall attend Synod
next year. :

THE Cunmittae above mentioned met according to ap-
pointmenty except Dr. Wither{poou, Dr. M’Whorter,
and Dr, Allilon ; and although the members were divided
in fentiment on feveral parts of the Dyaughty it was finally
agreed to, by the majorityy asit now flands,




PRELIACLEL

I1E Synod of New-York and Philadel
phia, being abuut to effablifb a fyficm of
union and form of difcipline for ther Jelves and
the fubordinate bodies under their care, thought
it proper to begin <with laying dewn a few gene-
ral principles by wbich they have been governed
in deciding upen the feveral parts of the plan.
This, they hopey will make the whole better un-
derflood, as <veil as prevent, in fome degree,
Juch rafp and wicandid reflelions as cosmonly
proceed from an imperfelt view of any fuljel?.
T'he Synod are uranimoufiy of opinion,
I. That ¢ God alone is' Lord of the confcience,
“ and bath left it free from the dofirines and
< commandments of men, which are in any thiny
¢ contrary to bis word ; or befide it in matters of
« faith or worfhip.’ T berefore they confider the
rights of private judgment in all marters that re-
gard religion as univerfal and unalienable. They
do not even wifh to fee any religious conftitution
aided “by the civil power, further than may be
necefary for proteftion and Jecurity, and at the
Jame time may be equal and common 1o all others.
11. That in perfeit confiftency with the above
principle of common right, every Chriffian
church, or union and aj/ocmtzon of particular
churches, is entitled to declare the terms of ad-
miffion into it, and the qualifications of its wmi-
nifters awd members, as well as the whole Jyflem
of its internal government, which Chrift bas ap-
poiiiied
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pointed.  That in the excreife of this right they
may notithffanding err, in making the terms of
conmuniein too lax or too narrow.,

I11. That our blefled Saviour bath inflituted
officers for the edification of bis church which is
his wifible body, and bath appointed them not
enly to preach the gofpel, but to exercife difcip-
line for the prefervation both of truth and duty,
and that it is incumbent upon them and the whole
church, in whofe name they att, to cenfurc or caft
out the erroncous and fecandalous keeping in both
cafes to the rules laid down in the word of God.

IV. That truth is inorder to goodnefs, and the
great touchftone of truth, its tendency to promote
bolinefs, according to our Saviour’s rule, by their
fruits ye fhall know them, and that no opinion
can be either more pernicious or more abfurd than
that which brings truth and falfbood upon a level;
and confiders it of ne confequence what a man’s
opinions are. On the contrary they are of cpinion
that the connexion s infeparable between faith
and prattice, truth and duty ; and if it were other-
wife, it woxld be of mno confequence at cll either
to difcover truth or to embrace it.

V. That while under the conviftion of the
above principle, they think it neceflary to make ef -
feGtual provifion that all who are admitted as
teachers be found in the faith, and bold ibe effen-
tial dofirines of the gofpel; they alfo believe that
there are truths of lefs rioment, and forms as to
pratiice or omiffion of which men of the beft cha-
ralters and principles may differ, and in all the/
they think it the duty both of private Chriftians
- and focicties to ufe mutnal forbearance, and nei-
tber to judge rafbly nor refufe fuch communion s
may foew that they look upen all fuch as bretbren
| | who
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sobo in the judgment of charity love our l.ord Te-
Jus Chriftin fincerity, and that they believe in
the unity of the catbolic church.

V1. That though the charatter, qualifications
and authority of church officers are laid down in
Scripture, as well as the proper method of invef-
tisure and inflitution, vet the eleélion and deftin. -
tion of the perfons to the excrcife of this authori-
ty is i the focicty at large.

VIL. That all church power whether excreif-
ed by the body in general, or in the way of repre-
Jentation by delegated authority, is only minifte-
rtal and declarative.  That is to fay, that the
Holy Scriptures are the ounly rule of faith ciud
manners. That no chuich court ought to pre-
tend to make laws to bind the confeience in virtuc
of their oton authority. Their judgments ought
to be founded upon the revealed will of God.
And though it may be eafily admitted thar all fy-
nods and councils may err through the frailty in-
Jeparable from bumanity ; yet there is much great-

er danger from the ufurped claim of making lows
than from the right of judging upon laws alread;
made and common to all who profefs the gofpel,
altheugh this right, as neceflity requires in the
prefent flate, be lodged with fallible men.
- VIII. Lattly, That if the above Scriptural
and rational principles be ftedfaftly adbered to,
the vigour and firiéinefs of its difcipline will be
the glory and bappinefs of any church. Since it
muft be purely moral and [piritual in its objell,
and not attended with any temporal effefts, it can
derive no force whatever but from its own juflice,
twe approdation of an impartial public, and the
countenance and blefling of the great Head of the
chuich univerfal,




A DRAUGHT, &.

Of the Church.

ESUS CHRIST, who 1s now exalted,
far abovc all principality and power, hath
ereted a kingdom in this world ; which is his
church.

Tue univerfal church confifts of all thofe
perfons, together with their children, who,
| throughout all nations, make profemon of his
- holy religion, and fubmit to his laws,

BurT, as this immenfe multitude cannot meet
to hold communion, or worfhip God in one
place, it is reafonable, and moft convenient,
that they fhould be divided into many parti-
cular churches.

A particular church confifts of a number of
profefling chriftians, with their offspring, vo-
luntarily affociated togecther, under a certain
form of government, For the purpofes of di-
vine worfhip, and holy living, according to
the order of the facred Scrxptures

Of the Officers of the Church.

Ovur blefled Lorp, at firft, collected his
church out of all nations ; and formed it into
one body, by the miffion of extraordinary mi-

nifters, {hled Apoftles, Evangelifts, and Pro-
| phets, which officers are, long fince, ceafed.

THE ordinary and perpetual officers in th}e

church
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church are difbops, or paftors; the reprefenta-
tives of the people, ulually ftiled ruling elders,
and deacons. |

Of Bifhops or Paflors.

Tue firlt office in the church, both in dig-
nity and ufefulnefs, is the office of bithop, or
paftor ; which, in the Scripture, hath obtained
different names, expreflive of the various du-
ties belonging thereto, As this officer is to
prefide and watch over the flock of Chrift, and
to infpect their {piritual interefts, he 1s termed
bifhop*; as he is fo feed them with {piritual
food, he is termed paftor. As he is to ferve
Chrift in his church, according to the abilities
G® has endued him with; to offer up the
prayers of the people ; and to blefs the con-
gregation, in the name of the LLord, he is term-
ed the minifter of Chrilt. As he is to be grave
‘and prudent, and an example of the flock ;
and to govern well in the houfe and kingdom
of Chriﬁ, he is termed prefbyter, or elder. As
he is the meffenger of God, he is termed-an-
gel. As he is fent to declare the will of God,
and to befeech finners to be reconciled to God
through Chrift, he is termed ambaffador. And
as he is to difpenfe the manifold grace of God,
and all the ordinances of Chrift’s appointment,
he is termed fteward of the myfteries of God.

In the primitive church there feems to have
been alfo, an order of men ftiled teachers, and

| | afterwards

* As the office and charalter of the gofpel minifer is
more particularly and fully defcribed in the Holy Scrip-
tures under the title of bithop than any other; and as this
term is peculiarly exprefiive of his duty, as an overfeer ot
the fock, it is highly proper it thould be recained.
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afterwards catechifts, diftinét from the bifhops,
or paftors, but affiftant to thern in inftrutting
the people. Their office feems to have been
to explain the firlt elements of religion: and
particularly, to take care of the education of
youth, in found principles of piety. This is
‘an office of great importance. Hitherto, it
hath been exercifed in the American churches
by the bithops, or paftors, alone ; arifing from
their poverty, and imperfect organization ; but
as fo many other weighty, and impor ant du-
tics lie upon the minifters of the gofpel, it is
earneftly recommended that diftinct and fepa-
rate officers be inftituted for thefe objelts, un-
der the title of catechifts, as foon as the ftate
and circumftances of the church will admit.

Doctors and profeffors of theology in
fchools and celleges, when not invefted like-
wife with the paftoral office, ought to be
confidered fimply in the light of Catechifts
or teachers, and are not entitled by virtue of
that office alone to be members of any of the
judicatures of the church.

UnDER this title ltkewife are to be included
all licentiates, and candidates for the miniftry
of the gofpel, who are not ordained to exer-
cife the government of the church, or to admi-
nifter 1ts facraments.

Of Ruling Elders.

Evpers are properly the reprefentatives of ¥’
the people; chofen by them for the purpofe of
exercifing government and dif¢ipline, in a more
convenient manner, than might otherwiie be
done; and are vefted with all that authoriey
which the affembly of believers poffets over

their




[ 9 ]
tieir own members, to rule the church, in
conjunétion with the bifhops, or paltors, This
office has been generally underftood, by the
sreater part of the proteftant, reformed church-
es, to be defignated in the Holy Scriptures, by
by the titles of helps, and governments; and

thofe who rule well ; but do not labour in word
and doctrine. |

" Of Deacons.

" THE Scripture doth clearly point out dea-
cons as diftinéc officers in the church, whofe
office is perpetual ; to whom it belongs not to
preach the word, or adminifter the facraments:
but to take fpecial care in diftributing to the
neceffities of the poor, the monies that may
be colleted by the church, from time to time,
for that purpofe. To them, alfo, as fome have
alledged, belongs the providing of the elements
for the Lord’s Supper; and affifting the other
officers of the church in diftributing them to
‘the communicants. Many have thought that
it alfo belongs to the deacans to rake care of
the temporalities of the church ingeneral : and
this appears to have been a part of their bufi-
nefs :n many churches, immediately after the
days of the apoftles. Be this as it may; inai-
much as befides the f{piritual affairs of a parti-
cular church, which are to be committed to
the management of its proper officers befare
mentioned, it muft have, confidered as a civil
fociety, much important bufinefs, of a tempo-
ral nature, to tranfact; upon the proper ma-
nagement of which the promotion of religion
will greatly depend: fuch as the eretion and
repairs of rlaces of worthip; the care of par-

B fonages
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fonages and glebes for the accommodation ancf
fupport of their bifhups, or paftors; the col-
leétion and payment of falaries to their eccle-
fiaftical officers; the inftitution, and fuperin-
tendency of fchools, for the inftruéion of the
rifing generation, not only in the principles of
religion, but alfo in the various branches of
ordinary and ufeful bufinefs ; together with the
management of funds, for defraying their an-
nual expences, and the like; it is the duty,
and we would earneftly recommend it to the
attention of every particular church, to appoins
committees, of the moft prudent and difcreet
members of their fociety, to manage thefe and
fimilar concerns, and for the more effectual ac-
complifhing of thefe important ends, to endea-
vour to obtain charters of incorporation.

Of the Ordinances in a pariicular C burch.

A vparticular church being regularly con-
- ftituted with its proper officers, the ordinances

eftablifthed in it, by Chrift the head, are, pray-
er, thankfgiving, and praife, the reading of the
Holy Scriptures, expounding, and preaching
the Word of God, catechifing, adminiftering
the facraments, colleétions for the poor, and
other neceflities of the church ; and blefling the

people. S

Of Church Government; and the feveral
kinds of Fudicatures.

Rreason and Scripture require the govern-
ment of the Church to be exercifed under fome
certain and definite form. And having con-
fulted the Scriptures, as interpreted by the
Jpradtice of the primitive Chriftians, whofe hif-

tory
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tory hath come down to our times; we believe
it to be lawful and agreeable to the inftitutions
of Chrift, that the church be governed by con-
gregational, prefbyterial, and fynodical affem-
blies. Yet {o, that we enmibrace, in the {pirit
of charity, thofe Chriftians who differ from us
on thefe fubjets, in opinion, or in practice.
THESE affemblies ought not to e¢njoy any
civil jurifdiction; nor-inflit any civil penal-
ties; their power is only {piritual, and declara-
tive. They poflefs the right of requiring obe-
dience to the laws of Chrift; and of excluding
the difobedient, and diforderly, from the pri-
vileges of the church. To give efficiency, how-
ever, to this neceflary, and fcriptural authori-
ty, they poflefs the powers requifite for ob-
taining evidence, and inflicting cenfure. They
can call before them any offender againft the
order and government of the church; they can
require members of their own foclety to ap-
pear, and give teftimony on the caufe; but the
higheft punifhment to which their authority
extends, 1s to exclude the contumacious, and
impenitent, from the congregation of believers.

- Of the Congregational Affembly, or judica-
ture, ufually [liled the Church Seffion.

Tue Church feffion confifts of the bifhop,
or paftor, and elders of a particular congrega-
tion; and are competent to the {piritual go-
vernment of that congregation: for which pur-
pofe they have power to enquire into the know-
ledge and Chriftian conduét of the members
of that church; to call before them offenders
and witnefles, being members of their own fo-
ciety ; to admonith; torebuke; or to fufpend

from
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from the facraments thoft who are found to de-
ferve the cenfuresof the church; toconcert the
bett meatures for promoting the fpiritual inte
refts of that conpregationy dnd to appuint de-
legates to reprefent them in the higher judi-
catures of the church,  And the bithop or paf-
tor, fhall have a right to convene the feflion when
he may judge it requifite ; and ought in all caf-
es to convene them, whep thereto requefted,
by any two, or more, of the ¢lders,  And every
Aeffion fhall keep a fair regilter of baptifins and
marriages ; and alfo of perfons admitted tothe
Lord’s table ; and of deaths in the fociety,
THE church being divided into many fepa-
rate congregations, they need mutual counfel
and affittance, in order to preferve, as far as
poflible, in this imperfet ftate of human rea-
fon, foundnefs of dotrine, and regularity of
difcipline ; and to enter into common meafures,
for the promotion of knowledge and religion
and for preventing the encroachments ofg infi-
delity, and error. Hence arifes the neceflity
and ufefulnefs of prefbyterial and fynodical af-
femblies. =~ |

Of the Prefbyterial Affembly.

A Prefbytery confifts of all the bifhops, or
paftors, and one or more elders from each con-
gregation, within a certain diftri&. If more
~¢lders than one be delegated from a fingle
church, they fhall, however, be entitled only
to one vote, Congregations, who have no fet-
tled paftors, but are in the communion of the
church, fhall be entitled to be reprefented in
this affembly ; and in all deliberations, and de-
cifions, fhall enjoy an equal voice with the lay

reprefentation
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reprefentation of m\{ fettled church. Any
thice minilters, or bif 10, tnd as many eldery
as-may be prefent, belongring to that prefhyte-
being met at the time and| place appointed,
Izull be a judicature, competent to the difparch
of bufinefs ; notwithftanding the abfence of the
other members. I very clder not known to
the prefbytery, fhall produce a certificate of
his regular appointment, from that church
which he reprefents.

THE prefbytery hath cognizance of all things
that regard the welfare of the particular church-
es within it’s bounds, that are not cognizable
by the feflion; and hath alfo a power of re-
celvm%, and iffuing appeals from the feflions ;
and reterences, brought before them in an or-
derly manner; of examining, and licenfing
candidates for the gofpel miniftry ; of ordain-
ing, fettling, removing, or judging minifters ;
of examining, and approving, or cenfuring
the records of the feffion ; of refolving quel-
tions of doétrine, or d11c1plme, ferioufly an
reafonably propofed; of condemning erroneot
opinions, that injure the purity, or peace of the
church; of vifiting particular churches, to in-
quire into their ftate, and redrefs the evils that
may have rifen within them ; of uniting, or
dividing congregations, at the requeft of the

people ; and of o:dering whatever pertains to
the fpiritual concerns of the churches under
their care. And it fhall be the duty of prefby-
teries, to report to the fynod, licenfures, ordi-
nations, difmiffing, or receiving of members,
and removals of members by death. They
fhall meet on their own adjournments, and

when any emergency fhall require a meeting
fooner




| ]

{ooncr than the time to which the judicature
ftands adjourned, the moderator fhall, with the
concurrence, or at the requeft of two minifters,
and two elders, the elders being of different
congregations within the fame prefbytery, call
a meeting of the prefbytery, by a circular letter
fent to every member of the judicature, and to
every vacant congregation within the bounds
of the judicature; and nothing fhall be tranf-
acted at fuch pro re nata meeting, befides that
particular bufinefs, for which the judicature
has been thus convened.

At each meeting of prefbytery, a fermon
fhall be delivered, if convenient, by the mo-
derator of the laft meeting, or fome member
appointed thereto; cxcept when there are pro-
bationers, or intrants, to preach before the
the prefbytery. -—I:,very particular feflion of the
prefbytery fhall be opened and concluded with
prayer by the moderator; the roll fhall be cal-
led, and the meeting recorded by the clerk, in
the following terins, < Ubi poft preces jederunt
or the inijtial letters thereof; the names of the
members prefent fhall be entered on record; a
record fhall alfo be kept of thofe that are abfent.

Of Schools.

As it is of the greateft importance, both to
learning and religion, that they fhould be af-
fociated under a capable and pious education;
be it enjoined on every prefbytery, to take the
moft prudent and effeGtual meafures, to efta-
blith within their bounds, one, or more gram-
mar {fchools, under learned and pious teachers,
for inftructing youth in the learned languagcsi

w1
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and in the clements of {cience. That thefe
{chools may be the morc fubfervient to religion,
let it be an eflential part of the mafter’s duty to
teach, and inculcate the principles of religion
on the youth, at leaft, on part of one day in
each week, and let that day, if practicable, bce
the Lord’s-day, in order to give the greater
foleminity and weight to the initruions; and
to afford both puplil and teacher more opportu-
nity to attend to thein, with ferioufnefs and ad-
vantage. I.et each prefbytery be careful to
fearch for young perfons of the moft promi-
fing piety and talents; and ufe their beft influ-
ence with the parents or relations of fuch youth,
if any they have, who are capable of the ex-
pence, to afford them a liberal education, 1n or-
der to their being qualified for the miniftry of
the gofpel. If they have no parents, or relati-
ons, whoare able and willing to bear theexpence,
let the prefbytery ufe the moft prudent and ef-
fectual means to recommend themi to the charity
of the congregations under their care; or to the
charity of the public; and to procure for them
fuch affiftances and employments, as foon as
they fhall be able to difcharge them, as will
enable them, 1nthe beft manner, and with the
leaft public expence, to attain a complete and
liberal education. But that money, thus given
in charity, may not be mifplaced, or wafted,
let the prefbytery take fuch meafures, as may
appear to them moft proper, to have it refund-
ed; provided the perfons thus educated fhould
afterwards decline offering themfelves for the
work of the miniftry. Of thefe {chools, let
the prefbytery, at leaft, twice in the year, ap-
point vifitors ; who fhall, at certain times to
be
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be fixed by themfelves as moft convenient, and
ag often befides as they, or any of them, may
have it in their power, e¢xamine the ftate of
the fchools; the fidelity of the teachers ; the
improvement of the fcholars in knowledge, and
efpecially in the knowledgeof the principles of
religion; and, finally, the ftate of their moral
government and difcipline ¢ and let thefe vifi-
tors preparea report on the whole, to be entered
on the records of the prefbytery, and carried
up to the {ynod. Letthe relport, befides other
circumftances, particularly fpecify the number
of {cholars in each {chool; the number and
names of thofe who are communicants; the
names of thofe poor fcholars, wha may, at any
time, be educated at the expence of the pref-
bytery, with the timne that they have been on
the prefbytery 1ift; and the proficiency they
have made—T'hat the knowledge of thefe
things may prompt the fidelity and diligence,
both of teachers and pupils; may give the
government of the church, a more certain
acquaintance with the ftate of learning ; and
may fuggelt to them fuch means as may be ufe-

ful for extending it, and making it fubfervient
to religion. |

Of Synodical Affemblies.

As a prefbytery is a convention of feveral
congregations with their bithops or paftors; fo
a fynod confifts of feveral prefbyteries convened
according to the order of the church.

It is expedient that the number of prefby-
teries whicﬁ thall compofe any fynod fhall be
determined by the General Affembly or Council,

SynoDs
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Synons have power to admit and judge of
appeals, regularly brought up from the prefby-
teries; to give their judgment on all references,
in ecclefiaftical cafes, made to them; toreview
the prefbytery books; to redrefs whatever hath
been done by prefbyteties contrary to order; to
take effectual care that prefbyteries obferve the
conftitutions of the church; and to make fuch
regulations for the benefit of their whole body,
and of the prefbyteries and churches under their
. tare, asfhall be agreeable to the word of God,
and not contraditory to the decifions of the
General Councit; and to propofe to the general
council, fuch meafures, for their adoption, as
may be of common advantage to the whole
church..

O the General Council.

T us higheft judicature of the Prefbyterian
church, in the Unitéd States of North-Ame-
rica, fhall be ftiled a' Geieral Council: and fhall
reprefent, in one body, alt the particular churches
of that denomination. ,

Tur general council thall conlift of an equal
delegation of minifters.and elders, from each
prefbytery, in the following proportion ; viz.
each prefbytery confifting of not more than f{ix
minifters, fhall fend one minifter and one elder;
each prefbytery confifting of more than fix mi-
nifters, and not more than twelve, fhall fend
two minifters and two elders ; and in like
proportion for every fix minifters, in any pre/-
bytery, and thefe delégates, fo appointed, fhall
bear the title of Commiffioners to the General
Council. Of thefe commiffioners, any fourteen,

C or
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or more, one half of whom fhall be minifters,
being met on the day and at the place appoint-
ed, thall be competent to form a general coun-
cil. And the judicatory, when conftituted,
fhall bear the ftile and title of the General
Council of the Prefbyterian church, in North-
America.

Tue general council fhall review the minutes
and proceedings of every fynod, to approve,
or cenfure them; and give their advice, and
inftruétions, in all other cafes fubmitted to
them.—The council may not affume the bufi-
nefs of a prefbytery, to iffue proceffes, or try
ang matter de novo; unlefs, fo far, as to deter-
mine any matter of difpute, in thefi, fubrnitted
to them, by any fynod, prefbytery, or bithop.
The council are farther, to conftitute the bond
of union, peace, correfpondence, and murtual
confidence, among all our churches. To the
council belongs a power of determining in cafes
of confcience; confulting, reafoning, and judg-
ing in controverfies refpeting doctrine and di-
fcipline; of reproving, warning, or bearing
teftimony againft errors in doétrine, or immo-
rality of pratice in any church or prefbytery;
of correfponding with foreign churches; of
putting a ftop to {chifmatical contentions, or
difputations : and, in general, of recommending
and attempting reformation of manners, and
promoting charity, truth and holinefs, through
all the churches; and of ereting new fynods,
when they judge it neceffary.

tlaving defined the officers of the church,
and the affemblies, by which itfhall be govern-
ed; it is proper here to refume them in order;
and prefcribe the modes in which ecclefiaftical

rulers
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rulers fhall be ordained to their refpetive of-
fices; and thofe in which the judicatorites of the
church fhall be conftituted, and carry their pow-
ers into effeCtual execution.

Of licenfing Candidates, or Probationers, to
preach the Gofpel.

It is reafonable that fome trial be previoully
made of thofe who are to be ordained to the mini-
ftry of the gofpel; that (o this holy office may not
be degraded, by being conferred on weak, and
unworthy men, and that the churches may have
an opportunity of judging of the competency
of the talents of thofe, by whom they are to
be inftrivted an’ governed. For this purpofe
probationers fhall be licenfed to preach the gof-
pel; that after a competent experience of their
talents, and having received from the churches
a good report, they may in due time be ordained
-to that facred office.

It is proper and requifite, that candidates
applying to the prefbytery, to be licenfed to
preach the gofpel, produce fatisfactory tefti-
monials of their good moral charaéter; and of
their being in the communion of the church;
and it is proper that the prefbytery, for their
farther fatisfattion with regard to this effential
qualification for the miniftry of the gofpel,
proceed themfelves to examine the candidates,
as to the operation of religion on their hearts:
and the motives that influence them to feck the
facred oftice.——And becaufe it is highly re-
proachful to religic.., and dangcrous to tiie
church, to intruft the holy miniftry to weak and
ignorant men; the prefbytery flail try their

} nowledee
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knowledge of the Latin language: and in the

original languages, ijt which the holy fcriptures

were written.—They fhall examine them on

the arts and fciences; ‘on theology, natural and

revealed; and on écclefiaftical hiftory. And

befides this examination held before the prefby-

tery, it is recommended "that the candidate be

required to produce a diploma of Bachelor,

or Mafter of Arts, from fome college or uni-

verfity ; or, at leaft, authentic teftimonials of
his having gone through a regular courfe of
learning.  The prefbytery, in order to make

trial og their talents, to explain ‘and vindi-

cate, and praétically to enforce the doétrines of
the gofpel, fhall require of each”candidate,

aR exegefis on fome common head of divinity,

a hemily, a prefbyterial exercife, aleCture, or
explication of a portion of {cripture, and a
go;)ul-ar fermon, or other fimilar exercifes; to
be held at feveral fucceffive feflions; till the
prefbytery fhall have obtained competent proof,
of their piety, literature, and capacity to teach
in the churches. After which the prefbytery
thall 'F'rocced ‘to licenfe them to preach the
gofpel.

BuT that the moft effeftual meafures may be
taken to guard againft infufficient men being
admitted into the facred oflice, it is recom-
mended, that no candidate be licenfed, unlefs,
after his having completed the ufual courfe of
academical ftudies, he hath ftudied divinity a
fufficient time, under fome approved divine, or
proieflor of theology.
~ Whaen the prefbytery have agreed to licenfe
the candidate, the moderator fhall require of
him the following engagements; viz. Do you
- fincerely
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fincerely receive and adopt the Confeffion of
Faith of this church, as the confeflion of your
faith; cpntaining that fyftem of dotrines taught
by Chritt, the great head, and prophet of his
church, in the holy fcriptures !—Do you pro-
mife to ftudy the peace, and purity of the
church? Do you promife to fubmit yourfelf to
Your brethren in the Lord ?~—The candidate
having anfwered thefe queftions inthe aflirmative
to the fatisfattion of ‘the prefbytery; and: the
moderator having offered up a prayer fuitable
to the occafion, he fhall addrefs himfelf to the
candidate, to the following purpofe; ¢ In the
name of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and by that
authority which he hath given to his church,
for its edification, we do licen{e you to preach
the gofpel, wherever God, in his pravidence,
may call you thereto; and for this purpofe,
may the blefling of God reft upon you; and
the Spirit of Chrift fll your heart. 4men.” ‘And
recard fha]l be made-of the licenfure.

WHEN any candidate fhall, by permiffion of
the prefbytery, remove without its limits, an
extract of rhis recard, figned by the clerk, fhall
be his fufficient teftimonial to thofe judicatures,
under whoie infpeétion he fhall thereafter come.

Of 1he Ele&‘iaﬂ,‘ and Ordination of Bifhops,

or Paftors.

WriN any probationer hath preached fo
much to the acceptance of any congregation,
that the people appear difpofed to receive him,
as their bithop, or paftor, the feffion fhall folli-
cit the affiftance and counfel of fome neighbour-
ing minifter in preparing a call to him; w{];jcl}}

, | a
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fhall be prefented to the prefbytery at thetr next
meeting: on a Lord’s day, immediately after
‘public wortfhip, it fhall be intimated from the
pulpit, that all free perfons, members of 'that
congregation, are requefted tomeet on  day
enfuing, at the church, or ufual place for hold-
ing worfhip; then, and there, if it be agreeable
to them to prepare a call to to be

their pattor.
--On' the day appointed, the minifter, whofe
affiftance has been obtained, fhall preach a fer-
mon at the ufual feafon for public worthip, and,
after fermon, fhall announce to the people, that
he will immediately proceed to take the votes
of the legal eletors of that congregation in the
cafe of whether or not he fhall
be chofen to be their bithop, or paftor. In this
election no perfon fhall be entitle-1 to vote, who
refufes to fubmit to the cenfures of the church,
regularly adminiftered; or who does not contri-
bute his juft proportion, according to his own
engagement, or that rules of the church, to all
its neceflary expences.—When the votes are
taken, if it appear that a great proportion of
the people are averfe from the candidate, and
cannot be induced to concur 1n the call; the
affifting bithop fhall endeavour to diffuade the
congregation from farther profecuting it. But
if the people be nearly, or entirely, unanimous ;
or, if the majoriry fhall infift upon their right
to call a minifter; then, in that cafe, the afit-
ant, after ufing his utmoft endeavours to per-
fuade the congregation to unanimity, thall
proceed to draw a call in due form, and to
lave it to be fubfcribed by the eleCtors; cert:-
{ving, at the fame time, the number, and circuni-
ftances,
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{tances, of thofe who do not concur in the call;
to be laid before the prefbytery, together with
the call.

Tur call fhall be in the following, or like
form, viz. ¢ The congregation of
being, on fufficient grounds, well fatisfied of
the minifterial qualifications of you
and having good hope, from our paft experience
of your labors, that your miniftrations in the
gofpel will be profitable to our fpiritual interefts,
do earneftly call, and defire you to undertake
the paftoral office in faid congregation: promi-
fing you, in the execution of your duty, all
proper {upport, encouragement, and obedience
in the Lord. In teftimony whereof, we have
hereunto refpetively fubfcribed our names,
this day of : A. D.

Teftis,  A. B.moderator of the meeting.”

Burt if any congregation fhall chufe to fub-
{cribe their call by their elders and deacons, or
either, they fhall be at liberty fo to do: but, it
fhall in fuch cafe be fully certified to the pref-
bytery, by the bithop who prefided, that they
- have been appointed for this purpofe, by a pub-

lic vote of the congregation; and that the call
has been, in all other refpetts, prepared as
above directed. |

Tae call thall be accompanied with an obli-
gation, executed in legal form, for the whole
ftipulated falary; in fuch manner, and with
fuch fecurities, as fhall be approved by the
prefbytery; that the gofpel may not be difcou-
raged, through defect of temporal fupport.—
But in no cafe fhall the minifter be collettor of
his own falary : it being the indifpenfable duty

of
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of the people, to fee this punétually, and faitk-
fully done.

THE call, accompanied with fuch an obliga-
tion, fhall be prefented to the prefbytery; that,
if they judge it proper, they may deliver it to the
licentiate. Butno prefbyteryfhallreceive orpre-
fenta call, where the electors feem to be equal-
ly or nearly equally divided. But ifamajority
appear in favour of the candidate, the prefby-
tery fhall then judge whether the minority be fo
confiderable, or {0 averfe from the candidate,
as to render it more injurious than ufeful to the
intereft of religion to offer him the call: if in
the judgment of the prefbytery it would be im-
prudent in him to accept it, they fhall not pre-
fent it; and fhall morcover earneftly advife
him to difcountenance all applications from that
church in time to comte, unlefs a betterand more
united temper appear among the people.—But
if the prefbytery agree to prefentthe call, it fhall
be accordingly prefented, and the prefentation
recorded. But in as much as the comfort and
honor of the miniftry greatly depends on the
eafy and decent provifion which is made for
their familiés after their death; and as the wi-
dows and orphans of fuch as have fpent their
lives ufefully in the fervice of the church,
ought to be objets of fpecial care to all its paf-
tors; it is recommended, that no prefbytery
thall ordain, or inftal, any probationer, or or-
datned minifter, in any congregation, until
that congregation fhall have engaged to contri-
bute to the widows fund a certain yearly rate, as
he fhall choofe, for the benefit of his family
after his deceafe: which fhall be confidered as
a part of the falary that they fhall have promi-

fed to pav him.
L.or
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LET no man receive a call but by the prefent-
ation of the prefbytery: for the fettling of a
bifhop, or paftor, being an affair of the higheft
moment to the church, ought to be wholly un-
der the direction of thofe who are molt able to
order i1t with wifdom and prudence.

Ir the call be to the licentiate of another
prefbytery, in that cafe the commiflioners de-
puted from the congregation to profecute the
call thall produce to that judicature a certificate
from their own prefbytery, regularly attefted
by the moderator and clerk. that they are in
order.—If that prefbytery prefent the callto their
licentiate, and he be difpofed to accept it, they
fhall then difmifs him from their juri{diction,
and require him to repair to that prefbytery into
the bounds of which he is cdlled ; and there to
fubmit himfelf to the ufual trials preparatory to
ordinatian.—Trials for ordination, efpecially
in a different prefbytery from that in which the
candidate was licenfed, fhall confift of a careful
-examination on the fubjeéts of philofophy, the-
ology, ecclefiaftical hiftory, the Greek and He-
brew languages; and fuch other branches of
literature as to the prefbytery may appear requi-
fite; an examination on the conftitution, the
rules and principles of the government and
difcipline af the church; and fuch written dif-
courfes, founded on the word of God, as to the
prefbytery fhall feem proper.—The preibytery,
being fully fatisfied with regard to his knowledge
of the holy fcriptures; and his qualifications
for the facred office, fhall appoint a convenient
day for his ordination, which ought to be held,
if convenient, in that church of which he is to
be the bithop, or paftor.

D THE
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T'ue day appointed for the ordination being
arrived, and the prefbytery convened, fome mem-
ber of the npefbytery, previoufly appointed to
that duty, fhall preach a fermon adapted to the
occafion.—"he farae, or another member ap-
pointed to prefide in this bufinefs, fhall after-
- ds brieflv recite fiom the pulpit, in the
audience of the people, the proceedings of the
pre/bytery preparatory to this tranfatior  He
fhall point out the nature and importance of the
ordinance; and endeavour to imprefs the audi-
ence with a fenfe of the folemnity of the tranfac-
tion.—Then addrefling himfelf to the candidate,
ke thall propofe to him the following queftions
—1. Do you believe the fcriptures of the Old
and New Teftament, and the doétrines therein
contained, to be the word of God? 2, Do you
here, publicly renew your acceptance of the
Confeflion of Faith of this church, as a ufeful
fummary, and explanation, of the pratical
principles of faith contained in the holy fcrip-
tures? 3. Do you promife fubjeétion to the
government and difcipline of the Prefbyterian
church, as exercifed in thefe United States?—
4. Have you been induced to feek the office of
the holy miniftry through a pure love to God,
and a fincere defire to promote his glory, in the
gofpel of his Son?~—s. Do you promift to be
zealous and faithful in maintaining the truths
of the gofpel; and the purity and peace of the
church; whatever perfecution, or oppofition,
may arife unto you on that account ?—6. Do
you engage to be faithful and diligent in the
exercife of ail private, and perfonal duties,
which become you, as a chriftian, and a minitter
of the gofpel; as well as in all relative dutieséi

an
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and the public duties of your oflice; endeavour-
ing to adorn the proteflion of the gofpel by your
converfation; and walking withexemplary picty,
before the Hock, over which God fhall make
you *Oversegr !——The candidate having
anfwered thefe queftions in the aflirmative, to
the fatisfaction of the Prefbytery, the moderator
fhall demand of the people; 1. Do you, the
people of this congregation, continue to'profefs
your readinefs to receive whom
you have called, to be your bithop, or paftor?—
2. Do you promife to receive the words of truth
from his mouth, with meeknefs and love; and
to fubmit to him with humility, in the due ex-
ercife of difcipline?—3. Do you promife to
encourage him in his arduous labor; and to
affift his endeavours for your inftru&ion, and
{piritual edification?—4. And do you engage
to continue to him, while he is your bifhop, or
paftor, that competent worldly maintenance
which you have propofed; and whatever elfe
you may fee necdf%l, for the honor of religion,
and his comfort among you?—The people hav-
ing anfwered thefe queftions in the affirmative,
by holding up their right hands; the candidate
fhall kneel down, in the moft convenient part
of the chiurch; in whicl  %ure, the moderator
fhall, by prayer, and with the impofition of the
hands of the prefbytery, according to the apofto-
lic example, folemnly confecrate him to the
holy office of the gofpel miniftry.—Prsyer being
‘ended, he fhall rife from his knees; and the mini-
fter who prefides fhall firft, and afterwards all
the members of the prefbytery, in their order,
take him by the right hand, fayingin words to

o this
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this purpofe, « We give you the right hand of
fellowfhip, to take part of this miniftry with
us.”—After which, the minifter prefiding, or
fome other, appointed fur the purpofe, fhall give
a folemn charge, in the name of God, to the
newly ordained bifhop, and to the people, to
perfevere in the difcharge of their mutual du-
ties; and fhall then, by prayer, recommend
them both to the grace of God, and his holy
keeping; and, finally, difmifs the congregation,
with the uvfual blefling. And the prefbytery
fhali duly record the tranfaction.

Of Inflalment, diffinét from Ordination.

Wien a bithop or paftor, who has been al-
ready ordained, 1is to be fettled in-a congrega-
tion, the inftalment, which confifts in confli-
tuting a paftoral relation between him and the
people OF that particular church, may be per-
formed, either by the prefbytery, or by a com-
mittee appointed for that purpofe; as may
appear moft expedient; and the following order
fhall be obferved therein, |

A day fhall be appointed for the inftalment,
at fuch time as may appear moft convenient;
and due notice thereof given to the congrega-
tion. |

WHEN the prefbytery, or committee, fhall
be convened, and conttituted, on the day. ap-
pointed, ‘a fermon fhall be delivered, by fome
one of the members, previoufly appointed there-
to ; immediately after which, the bifhop, or
paftor, who is to prefide, fhall ftate to the con-
grggatiop the defign of their meeting; and
briefly recite the proceedings of the prefbytery
relative thereto. And then addrefling himfelt

o o o
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to the bifhop, or peftor, to be inflalled, fhall
propofe to him the following, or fimilar qucQL
ons, Viz.

1. Are you now willing to take the char#e
of this congregation, as their bithop and paftor,
agreeably to your declaration at accepting their
call ? 2. Do yoo confcientiouflly believe and
declare, that in taking upon you this charge,
you are influenced by a fincere defire to promote
the glory of God, and the good of his charch?
3. Do you falemnly premife, that, by the grace
of God affifting you, you will faithfully endea-
vour to difcharge al} the duties of a bifhop and
paftor ta this congregation; and will be careful
to maintain a deporument in al} refpeéls be-
coming a minifter of the gofpel of Chrift,
agreeably to your ordination engagements ?—
‘To all which having received fatisfactory an-
fwers, he fhall propofe to the people the fame,
or fimilar queftions, as thofe directed under the
head of ordination, which having been alfo
{atisfaCtorily anfwered, by holding up their right
hands, in teftimony of aflent, he fhall folemnly
pronounce and declare. the faid minifter to be
regularly canftituted the bithop and paftor of
that congregation.—A charge fhall then be
given to both parties, as direGted in the affair
of ordination; and, after prayer, and finging
part of a pf,alm adapted to the tranfaétion, the
congregation fhall be difmified with the ufual
benedi&ion.

"It is highiy becoming, that after the congre-
gation is difmiffed, the heads of families of
that congregation who are th  prefent, or at
leaft the elders, and thofe ap nted to take
care of the temporal concerns of that church,
fhould come forward to their bifhop and paftor,
‘ and
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and give him the right hand of cordial receptx- |
on, and affectionate regard. .

Of Tranflation, or removing a Min _/ier fram
\ one Charge to another,

No bithop fhall tranflate himfelf from one
church ‘to another; nor receive any call for
that purpofe, but through the hands of thc
prefbytery.

- Any church. deﬁrmg to call a fettled mini-
~ fter from his prefent charge, fhall, by commif-
fioners properly authorized, rcprcfent to the
prefbytery the ground on which they plead his
removal. The prefbytery, having maturely
confidered their plea, may, accordmg as it ap-
. ptars more or lefs reafonable, either recom-
mend to them to defift from profecuting the
call, or may order it to be delivered to.the mi-
" nifter to whom it is addreffed, together with a
written citation. to him and lm congregation to
appear before the prefbytery at its next: meet-
ing, This citation fhall be read from the pul-
Elt in that' church, by a member of the prei-
ytery appointed for that purpofe, immediate-
ly after public worthip ; fo-that at leaft two
Sabbaths fhall intervene between the citation
and the meeting of the prefbytery at which the
caufe of tranflation is to be canfidered.—The
prefbytery. being met, and having heard the
‘parties, fhall, upon the whole view of the cafe,
either continue him in his former charge, or
tranflate him, as they fhall deem te be moft for
the peace and edification of the church, or re-
fer the whole affair to the fynod at their next
meeting, for their advice and dxrcéhon, as they

thall thmk prudent.
Wx-\m




L a0 ]

Whren the congregation calling any fettled
minifter lies within the limits of another pref-
bytery, that congregation fhall obtain leave
from the prefbytery to which they belong, to
apply to the prefbytery of which heis a mem-
ber; and that prefbytery, havingt cited him and
his tongregation as before direted, fhall pro-
ceed to hear and iffue the caufe. If they agree
to the: tranflation, they fhall releafe him from
his prefent charge, and, having given him pro-
per teftimonials, fhall require him to repair to
that prefbytery within the bounds of which the
congregation calling him lies, that the proper
fteps may be taken for his regular fettlement
in that congregation; and the prefbytety to
which the congregation belongs, having re-
ceived an authenticeted certificate of his re-
leafe, under the hand of the clerk ofithat pref-
" bytery, fhall proceed to inftal him in the con-
gregation, as foon as convenient.—Provided
always, that no bifhop, or paftor, thall be tran-
flated, without his own confent previoufly ob-
tained. o :

In every tranflation, an obligation for main-
tenance fhall accompany the call, .in the fame-
manner as in the fettlement of a minifter newly
ordained. ' .

- Of refigning a Pafloral Charge.

‘"WHEeN any bithop fhall labor under fuch
grievances in his congregation, as that he fhall
defire leave to refign his paftoral charge of that
church, the prefbytery fhall cite that congre-
gation to appear before them, by their commif-
ﬁoncrs, at tlieir next meeting, to thew caufe, if

an
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any they have, why the prefbytery thould not
accept the refignation. If the congregation
fails to appéar ; or if their reafons for tetaining
their pattor be deemed by the prefbytery not
fufficient,—he fhall have leave granted to refign
his paftoral charge of that church : of which
due record fhall be made; and that charch fhall
be held to be vacant, till fupplied again, in an
orderly manner, with another bithop.—And 1
any%on‘grcgat«ion thall defire to be releafed from

theit paftor, a fimilar procefs, musatis mutan-
dis, fhall be obferved.

Of Mifons.

- Wagn vacancies become fo numerous in any
prefbytery that they cannot be {upplied with the
frequent adminiftration of the word and ordi-
‘nances, it fhall be proper for fuch prefbytery,
or-any vacant congregation within their bounds,
with the leave of the prefbytery; to apply to
any other prefbytery; or to any fynod; or to
the general convention; for fuch afliftance as
they can afford.—And the general council may,
of their own knowledge, fend miflions to any
part, to plant churches; or to fupply vacancies:
and, for this purpofe, may diret any prefbytery
to ordain bifhops or paftors, without relation to
particular churches. Provided always, that
fuch miffions be made with the confent of the
parties appointed thereto; and that the judica-
ture fending them, make the neceflary provifi-
on for their fupport and reward in the perform-
ance of this ferviee. ‘

of
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Of Moderators.

It is equally neceffary in the judicatures of
the church, as in other aflemblies, that there
thould be a moderator, or prefident, that the
bufinefs may be condu&ted with order and dif-
patch

THE moderator is to be confidered as poffe]-
fing, by delegation from the whole body, all
authority neceffary for the prefervation of or-
der ; for convening and adjourning the judica-
ture; and du'e&mg its operations according to
the rules of the church. He is te propofe to  the
Judicature every ‘ubject of deliberation, that
comes before the:ii.  He may propofe what ap-
pears to him the moft regular and {peedy way
of bringing any bufinefs to iffue. He fhall
prevent the members from interrupting each
other ; and require them, in {peaking, always
to addrefs the chair. He fhall prevent a fpeak-
er from deviating from the fubje¢t ; and from
ufing perfonal reflections. He fhall filence
thofe who refufe to obey order. He fhall pre-
vent members who attempt to depart from the
» judicature without leave obtained from him.
He fhall, ata proper feafon, when the delibe-
rations are ended, put the queftion, and call
the votes : if the Judxcature be equally divided,
he fhall poflefs the cafting vote. If he be not
willing to decide, he fhall put the queftion a
fecond time ; and if the judicature be again
equally divided, and he declme to give his vote,
the queition fhall be loft. In all queftions,
he fhall give a concife and clear ftate of the

object of the vote; and thea fay, All you
I who
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who arve of opinion that this queftion fhall
pafs in the afirmative, fay < Aye,”—he fhall
then preceed, All you who are of a contrary
opinion, fay ¢« No.” He fhall then declare
on which fide the majority appears to be.
But if any member, not fatisfied with his de-
cifion, chufe to call a vote by the roll, then
the moderator fhall require the clerk, or clerks,
to call over the whole names in the roll of the
judicature; marking, with his pen, each vote as
it is given : and the queftion fhall be decided
as above, by the majority of votes; or, in cafe
of an equal divifion, by the moderator. The
moderator fhall likewife be empowered, on any
extraordinary emergency, to convene the judi-
cature by his circular letter, before the ordina-
ry time of meeting : but he fhall obtain, for
this purpofe, the concurrence of as many of his
brethren as the urgency of the occafion will
permit him to confuit. |

THE bifhop of the congregation fhall always
be the moderator of the church feflion; except
when, for prudential reafons, it may appear
advifeable that fome other bithop fhould be
invited to prefide; inwhich cafe the bithop may,
with the concurrence of the feflion, invite fuch
other bifhop as they may fee meet, belonging
to'the fame prefbytery, to prefide in that a%air.
In this judicature, therefore, the moderator is
continual ; but, in the vacancy of any church,
the moderator fhall be the bifthop, or paftor,
fent to them by the prefbytery; or invited by
the feffion to prefide on a particular occafion.
In congregations where there are colleagues,
they fhall, when prefent, alternately prefide in
the fefion.——The moderator of the prefby-

tery
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tery thall be chofen from year to year; or at
every meeting of the prefbytery, as the prefby-
tery may think beft.——Thc moderator of the
{ynod, and of the geaeral council, thall be cho-
fen at each meeting of thofe judicatures ; and
the laft moderator prefent fhall open the inect-
ing with a fermon ; and fhall hold the chair till
a new moderator be chofen : and the laft me-
derator living, fhall have the power of conven-
ing them on extraordinary emergencics.

Of Privilege.

It fhall be the privilege of any member of
a judicature to fpeak in his proper order to any
queftion, by leave from the moderator. - The
moderator fhall give leave t6 the perfon who firft
rifes: but if two or more members are judged
to have rifen at the fame time, the moderator
fhall determine which fhall fpeak firft.—Any
member fhall have a right to propofe any
queftion relative to the bufinefs of the church,
and the interefts of religion; and to have it
put to vote, provided on‘l{, that his motion be
feconded by another member. = If any member
conceive his privileges to be unjuftly centroul-
ed by the-moderator, he may appeal to the ju-
dicature, who fhall determine the point of
privilege by a vote; and the moderator and
member muft fubmit to the fuffrage of the ju-
dicature.

Of Clerks.

Every judicature fhall chufe 2 clerk to re-

cord their tranfactions ; whofe continuance fhall
be
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during pleafure. It fhall be the duty of the
clerk, befides recording the tranfattions, to
preferve them carefully; and to grant extracts
from them, whenever properly required: and
fuch extraéts, under the hand of the clerk, are
to be confidered authentic vouchers in any ec-
clefiattical judicature; and to every part of the
church; of the fact which they declare.

Of wvacant Congregations affembling for Pub-
lic Worflhip.

ConsIDERING that the number of our con-
gregations is fo greatly fuperior to the number
of bifhops who aretofupply them; andthatthis
difproportion is daily increafing in the extend-
ed, and growing fettlements on the frontier:
and confidering the great importance of weekly
affembling the people, for the public wortfhip
of God, in order thereby to improve their
knowledge; to confirm their habits of worfhip,
and their defire of the public ordinances; to
augment their reverence of the Deity; and to
prcmote the charitable affeflions that unite
men moft firmly. in fociety, it is recommended
to every vacant congregation to meet together
every Lord’s-day, at one or more places, for
the purpofe of prayer, and praifes, and reading
the holy fcriptures, together with the works of
fuch approved divines as the prefbvtery, within
whofe bounds they are, may reccommend, and
they may be able to procure; andthat the elders
fhall be the perfons who fhall prefide, and fe-
leCt the portions of fcripture, and of the other
books to be read, and to fec that the whole be
conducted in a becoming and orderly manner.

of
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Of Commiffioners to the General Council.

Twxe commiflioners tothe general council fhall
always be appointed by the prefbytery, from
which they come, at its laft ftated meeting im-
mediately preceding the meeting of the general
council; provided, that there be a fufficient
interval between that time and the meeting
of the council, forthe commiflioners to attend
their duty in due feafon. Otherwife, the pref{-
bytery may make the appointment, at any ftated
meeting, not more than feven months preceding
the meeting of the council.—And, as much as
poffible to prevent all failure in the reprefenta-
tien of the prefbyteries, arifing from unforefeen
accidents to thofe firft appointed, it may be ex-
pedient for each prefbytery, in the room of each
commiffioner, to appoint alfo an alternate com-
miffioner, to fupply his place, in cafe of necef-
fary abfence.

E :cr commiffoner, before his name thall be
enrolled, as a member of the council, fhall
produce from his prefbytery, a commiffion,
under the hand of the clerk, or moderator, in
the following, or fuch like form, viz. ¢ The
prefbytery o? being met at
on the day of doth hereby
appoint bifhop of the congregatios, of

[or ruling elder in the
congregation of , as the cafe may be];”
(to which the prefbytery may, if they think
proper, make a fubftitution, in the following
form, ¢ or in cafe of his abfence, then
bifhop of the congregation of [or
ruling elder in the congregation of , a8
the cale may bel; to be a commiflioner, on

Lehalf




belalt of this prefhytery, 1o the next general
council of the prefbyteean chureh in Nortb
Aericit, omeet at on the
day of N Do or wherever, and when-
cver the fud council may happen to fit; to con-
fulg, vore, and determine onall things that may
corne beiore thae body, according to the. prin
ciples and conllituticns of thigehurch, and the
word ot Godo And of Tyg” diligence herein,
he is o reader an accounyat his return,

Signed, by ovder of the prefbytery,

’ Mouderator,

. Clerk.”
And the prefbytery fhall make record of the
appointnent,

‘THese commiffions fhall, if poffible, be de-
livered in to the clerk of the council in proper
feafon, for him to have the rolls of the council
completed before the firlt feflion. Commiffi-
ons, not elivered in at that time, fhall after-
wards be delivered only in the intervals between
the feflions.—FEvery regular bifhop, or elder,
of the church, fhall have right to <fclibcratc in
the council: but none fhall be entitled to vote
until their, names have been enrolled by the
clerk ; and.their commiffions publicly read,
and filed among the papers of the council.

THE general council fhall meet, at leaftonce
in every year, on the Tuefday of
and, afterwards, on their own adjourniments.
If there be not a fufficient number tor the trani-
action of bufinefs convened betore 12 o'clock,
on that day, thofe who are prefent fhall have
power toadjourn from day today, till a fufficient
nimber fhall have inet to conftitute a council.

Onw theday to which the gener .1 council ftands

adjourned
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adjourned, and between the hours of eleven
and twelve, the moderator of the latt general
council, if prefent, or, in cafe of his abfence,
the fenior bifhop or paftor, prefent, fhall open
the meeting with a ferinon.—After fermon, the
members being in the houfe, where the coun-
cil is te hold it’s feflions, the fame bifhop, or
paftor, who preached, fhall, by prayer, publicly
implore the blefling and direCtion of Almighty
God; and fhall continue to prefide, till a new
~moderator be chofen. For this purpofe, he

fhall call for the commiffions of thofe prefent;
which being read, and the names of the mem-
bers being enrolled by the clerk, in order, a
moderator fhall be chofen.

EacH feflion of the council, as of all the
other judicatures of the church, fhall be intro-
duced, and concluded with prayer. And the
whole bufinefs of the council being concluded;
and the vote being taken for diffolving the pre-
fent council, the moderator fhall fay, from the
chair.—¢¢ By virtue of the authority delegated
to me by the church, let this general council
be diffolved; and I do hereby diflolve it; and
require another council, chofen in the {ame
manner, to meetat - onthe -
day of - A4.D. " After which, he
fhall pray, and return thanks to God for his
great mercy and goodnefs; and pronounce, on
thofe prefent, the gofpel benedittion. =

| Of ?'dtfrayingl Expences.

THE expences of bifhops, or paftors, and
elders, in their attendance on prefbyteries and
fynods, fhall be defrayed by the congregations,
which they refpeétively reprefent,  And it fhall

be
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be the duty of the feflion, and thofe who have
‘charge of the temporal concerns of the con-
gregation, to find means, and to make the ne-

ceffary provifion for them, in due feafon, before -

the meetings of thofe judicatures. And the
expences of the commiffioners, who fhall attend
at the general council, fhall be defrayed by the
- prefbyteries which they fhali refpeétively re-

preient ; who fhall make provifion accordingly -

for that purpofe, in fuch manner as may to each
prefbytery appear moft convenient. |

 Formseof Procefs in Prefbyterial Judicatures.

| W‘ITH regatd to fcandals, or offences

Y that may arife in our churches, we
agree to obferve the following rules of proceed-
ing, viz. | | *

1. NotHing fhall be admitted as a ground
of cenfure, but what appears, by the word of

God, to be of a flagrant nature; not fuch hu-

~ man’ infirmities as chriftians ought to cover

with a mantle of love.

2. No complai‘nt, or information, fhall be

~admitted, unlefs private admonition hath been

. previoufly tried ; except in cafes of public
notoriety. Becaufe the unneceffary {preading
of fcandal hardens and enrages the guilty,
grieves the godly, and difhonors religion.

3. WHEN any complaint is made of a crime
cognizable before any judicature, no more fhall
be done at the firft meeting, unlefs by confent
of Earties, than to-give the accufed a copy of
each charge, and the names of the witneffes

to fupport it; with a citation of all concerned
to

i
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to appear at the next meeting of the judicature,
- to have the matter fully heard, and decided.—
Notice fhall be given to the parties concerned,
at leaft ten days previoufly to thr meeting of
the judicature. - |

4. THE judicature, in many cafes, may find
it more for edification to fend fome members,
In a private manner, to converfe with the accu-
fed perfon; and if he confefs guilt, to endeavour
to bring him to repentance; than to proceed
immediately to citation.
- 5. WHEN an accufed perfon, or a witriefsy
refufes to obey the citation, he fhall be cited a
- fecond and athird time; and if he ftill continues
to refufe, he fhall be excluded from the commu-
nion of the church, for his contumacy, until
he repent. . |
- 6. A fingle witnefs to any charge, and a
~ witnefs interefted in the ifiue, are never. to be
 admitted ; nor may a malicious witnefs, when
it clearly appears to the judicature.—But in
doubtful cafes, a witnefs may be allowed to
clear himfelt of malice, bribe, or view of in-
tereft, by a folemn oath. |

7. THE oath to be adminiftered to a witnefs
fhall be in the following, or like terms; ¢ You
folemnly promife, in the prefence of the omni-
{cient, and heart-fearching God, that you will
declare the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth, according to the beft of your
knowledge, in the matterin which you are called
to witnefs, as you fhall anfwer it to the great
judge of quick and dead.” And fhall be taken
by the witnefs, with his right hand lifted up.

8. THE trial fhall be open, fair, and impar-
tial ; and the witnefles fhall be examined in the
prefence of the accufed: who fhall be permitted

3 to
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to atk any quettions tending to his own excul.
pation, | "
g T'ue teltimony given by the witnefles
mult be faithfully recorded; and read to them
for their approbation, or fubfeription: and the
times, places, and circumftances thould be
afcertained, if poflible; that the accufed may
have an opportunity to prove an alibi; or to ex-
tenuate, or alleviate his crime,

10, Wiresses muft not be interrupted, or
confounded; but treated with chriftian prudence

«and tendernefs, :

11. 'T'ue modegator fhall permit only one to
fpeak at once; and preferve decorum. ¢ [et
all things be done decently.”

r2. Wren all parties, and their witneffes,
are heard, the judicature fhall, after mature

~ deliberation, form and declare their judgment.

13.. THE judgment thall be regularly ensered
on the records of the judicature; and the parties
fhall be allowed copies of the judgment, if they
demand them., o .

~ 14. ALL penances, or punithments, for of-
fences and fcandals, having been introduced
in times of grofs fuperftition, fhaii have no
place in our American churches: the guilty
perfon fhall be admonithed, or rebuked, or
excluded from church privileges, as the cafe
fhall appear to deferve, .and this only until he
give fatisfattory evidence of repentance.

15. THe fentence fhall be publifhed in the
church, or churches, only which have been

offended ; or if .it be a- matter lefs important,
and 1t fhall appear moft for edification not to
publifh 1t, it may pafs only among the bithops
and elders.
16. Sucn
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16, Sven grofs ofenders as will not be re-
claimed by the private or public adimonitions

of the churchy are to be cut off from its com-
munion, agrecably to our Tord's direction,

Mare. xvitte v7, and the apoftolic injunétion re-
fpocting the inceftous per fon, 1 Cor. v. 1,—5.
——=But as this fentence is the higheft chat s
inflicted by the church, and is of “the moft fo-
lemn nature, it is not to be pronounced with-
out the advice and content of, at leaft, the pref-
bytery, under whofe care the particulzr church
13, to which the ofender belongs ; or the advice
of & higher jugdicature, as the ‘cafe may appear

to require.

17. Ay proceflesin cafes of fcandals, fhall
commeace within the fpace of one.year, after
they become known tothe officersof the church;
after which, the judicature fhall not receive
any complaint on that fubje(t.

18. Arr procefes againft church members,
who are not bithops, elders, or deacons, fhall
be finally determined by the prefbytery, with-
out any appeal to an higher judicature; unlefs
1o determine on any excepzion rade to the mode
of trial; which being determined by the {ynod,
if in favor of the appellant, the fynod may add
fomz members to the prefbvtet), to review the
judgment; which fhail then be final.

19. Wxzx anv member fhall remove from
ont church to znother, ke fhall produce pro-
per wedhimonials of his church-miemberfhip, be-
fore he be admirted to church privileges : un-
efs the ciurch, 1o wilch L ramoves, has other
fatisfetory means of Informat

FRE? W] lll
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Of Procefs againft a B{/bop, or Paflor.

As the fuccefs of the gofpel, in a great mea-
{fure, depends on the credit and good report of
1ts minifters ; each prefbytery ought, with the
greateft attention, to watch over all their mem-
bers; and be careful to cenfure them, when
neceflary, with impartiality; either for perfonal
crimes, which they may commit in common
with other men; or thofe that are vocational,
arifing from the manner in which they may dif-
charge their important office.

1. THe procefsagaintt a gofpel minifter muft
be by accufers and witnefles of his own con-
gregation, « f thevicinity, who fhall be his
profecutors beiure the prefbytery, his peers, by
whom only he is to be tried; unlefs when com-
mon fame {o loudly r.roclaims the fcandal, that
the prefbytery find it neceflary to profecute,
and fearch into the matter, for the honor of
religion. - -

2. -THE apoftolic diretion muft always be
attended to, wiz. not to receive an accufation
againft an elder, (i. e. a paftor, or ruler in the
church) unlefs it be confirmed by two or three
witnefles. ‘

3. Before a prefbytery cite a gofpel minifter,
they muft enquire whether the previous fteps,
dire€ted in the 18th chapter of Matthew, have
been taken, and alfo, whether the crime alledg- .
ed be, by the laws of God, worthy of the cen-
fures of the church. |

4. WHEN complaint is laid before the pref-
bytery it muft be reduced to writing; and no-
thing farther be done, at the firft meeting, unlefs

by
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by confent of parties, than giving the minifter

a full copy of the charges againft him, with
two witneffes, at leaft, annexed to each charge;

and citing all parties, and their witneffes, to

appear and be heard at the next meeting.

5. THE profecutor muft be previoufly swarn-
ed, that if he fails to prove the charges, he
-muft himfelf be cenfured, as a flanderer of the
holy miniftry. .

6. It is the duty of all chriftians to be very
cautious in taking up an ill report of any man,
but efpecially of a gofpel mini(&r; as the fuccefs
of religion greatly depends on their charatter of
foundnefs in the faith, and holy, and exempla-
ry converfation. If, therefore, any man know
- a minifter guilty of a private cenfurable fault,
he fhould warn him' in private, but if he per-
fifts in it, or it becomes public, he fhould ap-
ply to fome other bithop of his prefbytery, lgr
his advice in the matter.

7. IF it is found necefary to enter a procefs
againft any gofpel minifter, the prefbytery thall
cite him, giving a full copy of the charges,
together with the witneffes names: and time,
at leaft ten days, to prepare his witnefles and
defence. - .,

- 8. Ar the next meeting of the prefbyterythe
charges muft be read to him; and his anfwers
heard and recorded, to determine the import--
ance of the complaint. .,

9. IF it appear neceffary to prcceed farther,
the fpre'fbytéry ought to labor to bring him to
confeffion. | “

10, Ir he confefs, and the matter is bafe and
flagitious, as drunkennefs, uncleannefs, &5c.

however penitent he may appear to the fatisfac-
ction
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tion of all, the prefbytery muft, without delay,
depofe him from office ; and appoint him a due
tine to confels publicly before the congregati-
on offended, and profefs his repentance.

11. kr.aminifter accufed of atrocious crimes,
being three times dulv cited, fhall refufe-to
attend the prefbytery, he muft be immediately
fufpended. | S

12. Ir the minifter, when he appears, will
not confefs, but denics the faéts; if on hearing
the witnefles, the charges appear important,
and well fupported, the prefbyrery muft, never-
thelefs, cenfure him, and f{ufpend, or depofe
himy according to the nature of the offence.

13. Irthe charges be of falfe doétrine, and
unfoundnefs in the faith, the memories of wit-
neffes cannot be much depended op; the ori-
ginal nates of his fermons-are better evidence.
A lapfus lingue is not ‘a. fufficient ground
of charge; the underftanding, and memories:
of witnefles, are carefully to be attended to.
Errors tco muft be confidered; whether they
ftrike at the vitals of religion,. and are induf-
trioufly' fpread; or whether they arife from the
weaknefs of the human underftanding, and are
not likely to do much hurt.—Hethould be treat-
ed with chriftian and brotherly tendernefs, ad-
monitions and frequent conferences; but in
{fome more dangerous-cafes, fufpenfion becomes
neceflary: but a fynod fhould be confulted 1n
fuch cafes. ~' - |

14. Ir the prefbytery find, on trial, that the
matter complained of amounts to no more than
fuch aéts of infirmity as may be amended, and
the people fatisfied, fo as little or nothing re-

3 mains
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mains to hinder his ufefulnefs; they fhall take
all prudent meafures to remove the offence.
15. A minifter depofed for fcandalous con-
‘du&, may not be reftored on his deepeft forrow
for fin, without fome time of eminent, and
exemplary, humble and edifying converfation,
to heal the wound made by his fcandal.
16. As foon as a minifter is depofed, his
congregation fhall be declared vacant.




