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ADVERTMEMENT;

T HE title _page gives an zccount of
: the occafion of this dxfcourfe, and
s pubhcat}on. The reader will not
‘%t.nnk it was dclivered to the Gentle-
i men only, at whofe inftance it was
prcachcd for, however re{pectable their
i nymbers, they made but a {mall part of
*3 the audlence --and they toa were con-
ﬁdcred and addreffed, not -as Mafons,
bUt as Profeffors, with othcrs, of the &e-‘
lglon of Jesus CurisT, ' ,
4 Tuat depravity of manners, wlu\.h'
4 is the juft cq»mpleunt and diftrefs of al]
# true Chriftians, of every denomination,
#in this day of degeneracy, was what
1 firft turned the author’s thoughts to
¥ this fubje& ; and his fincere and earneft
i defire to contnbu;tc his mite, in check-
. ing this growing malady, was his fole
mdvcement to confent to the requeft of
" the




[ ]

the Gentlemen of the Lodge, to give
them a copy for the prefs, exprefled in
their polite vote on the occafion. The
importanice and feafonablenefs of the
fubje&, are the only merit this plain
difcourfe claims: And, thould any ob-
je& to its length, the ebjetion is but
too juft. ‘I he copioufnc(s of the fubject,
is the only excufe that can be made for
ity and the Author affures his readers,
it has coft him no fmall pains to reduce
it to its prefent limits,

IT only remains to add here, that
the Addrefs to the Lodge, that was g2-
nexed to the Sermon, when delivered
from the pulpit, is, with fome very in-
confiderable alterations, prefixed to it
from the prefs, for obvious reafons of

propriety.
AMENIA, July 26, 1779,
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SETH DEANE, Efq. Mafter,
and the other Members of the Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons, of
Berksuirz County, State of Massa-
CHUSETTS.

GENTLEMEN,

your myfleries, and cannot tbevefore addrefs you in the
ebaralier and language of a Brotker. This you will not
¢xpeid.  Your Sociely, bowevers is vemerable for its anti-
quity, and bas been refpeiiabic for its numbers, for feveral
ages, and in different nations of the earth; and fome of
sbe firft charaliers of my acquaintance, for gemius, learning
and piety, bave been Free and decepted Mafons.---and
[fome of thefe bave been my faveurite friends, of all the

I AM not a member of your Society----mot iniiiated in

fons of men.  And you bave, moreover, the bonor of bav-

ing the frf} charaller upon the Continent, and one of tbe
greateft charallers of the age, the 1LLUsSTRICUS W ASH
INGTON, at the bead of your Society, as your GRAND A-
MERICAN MASTER, " [ take it for gramied, therefore,
there is notbing 1m your conflituiion unworiby the laws
of focietyy or incompatible with the genius of the religion of
our divine Mafter Jesus.

You are not, bowever, infenfible, that there are frong
prejudices in tbe minds of manv ferious and worthy pe-ple,
againft your frasernity. Thefe are generally charged 1o the
unwariby hves of fome of the fociety, and to the exceffes

| faid
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faid 10 bs committed at the mectings of mary of their
Leodres. Thefe latter, I doubt mat, kave been greatly ex-
aggerated, and may, tor cught I know, be whilly withoyt
foandaiion I woud faiu Lepe they are fo, wiih refpecy
80 toe krotberkood I now psriicularly addrefs,

Your coarallers as Gentlericn, as Chriftians, and, [ pre-
fume, as Mufons, ave powierful guards, and ougbt to be
daproved as fuzh, againjt that intempergnce and profone-
wefsy b5t tao ¢ ramon in this day cf diffipation aild depravi-
by, amang perjons of all ranes and claffes.

You are affcciated for the purpofes of benewolinze-. - Bra-
therly laue is faid ta ke your fougdaiion ?rinc;p/e --but tg
be examples of [obriety, virtue and picty -- 4o be faittful in
watching over each otber, in an Lgur of tempiation --and
fo firve as guards to each other, againft every fpecies of
§inpicly, are ameng the bigbeft evidences you ¢an give of true
benevolence, and brotberly Jove---This is, indeed, to *¢ love
as brethren’---And thus, I befeech you, ¢ let brotberly
love continue,” always coptinye and manifel iifelf among

ou. ' a
! Tbe caufe of car country, in this day of public calamity,
is anoiber call upon your benevelence, and anotber opporiu-
nity for exercifing this exalted virtug. Never were people
engaged in a more noble, isnportant, and interefting frugele.
Our All is at flake.  To be firm gnd allive, therefore, in
this great caufe, is a bigh d:fplay of benevolence, 1o the
prefens and cvery future generation,  The libertics of thou-
fands yet unborn are in our bandsy bust let wifdom guide
this firmnefs, and prudence diret this afl'vity.

The fat/ure of pudlic virtue, and ihe failure of our cur-
rency, are evils of the moff alarming nmature ; and evils
that bave a mutual influence in begetting and promosing
e4¢h other-- andy at the (anc time, evils that demand the

nofy
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inoft ferious abtention emd vigsrous exerbions, of every
friend of bis country, to counteralt and remedy---and, they
‘are evsls 100, that every oite can do fimething in Yemedyidg,
This is neitber the time mor plece to difcufs a (ubjed [
copious and interefling as this is---I [bally tberefore, only
fuggeft, at prefenty; That ceconomy in our expences 3
frugality in our mode of living 3 moderation in out
apparel...-A careful avoiding of purchafing any
thing but what are the proper and rmmediate necelffa.
ties of iife.--4nd, afinciations formed with judgment,
and conduled with prudence, wouldy, doubstiefs, g0 &
freat way, at leafty in checking thefe evils, till the radi-
¢al cure of a depreciated currcicy, taxation, afifted by pros
per loans to Congrefs, cam bave its full effel, Couid thefe
evils b bu: checked in iheir pregrefs, it would be wo fmall
point gained, in the prefent flate of thingt.  And, alarming
as tbe truth may bey che.ked thev tault be, or our caufe is
lofts for, I frankly confefs, I /ce no wayof fuppérting the
fiberties, the faith, or ihe bonszr of our country, dat by vé-
trieving and fupporting the credit of its currency. Hittont
this, bow frall we fupport cus cryies? (O! what bas
shat illuflrions Dand of citizens already fuffered from this
fatal mifchief, a deprecialed currency!) Without this,
tooufands of the moft worthy inbabitanis of thele States
eyt be entirely fuined.--- dnd, <obat is ill #aove fhocking,
if more fhocking can be, our [aith as a natisn, pledged fot
the redempiion of our bills of crediz, would be viterly blafts
edyin the irfancy of cur empire, and blofcd by the faiinre
of cur public virtuey, and a diieciion from cur greas caufe,
A faiiklefs naion! What char«Ser more detzflabley but
doubly f2 when origimasing from fuch a fources
and can there be, my brethren, a more illuftvious difplay
of truc besevolence, than to exmicavour to flop the faral
"lf; et lﬂ;f,
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wi/chief, as it proceeds, and to call up all 1he vigour of ex-
eriion for faving a finking country ? Let every breaft catch
fire, and every individual among us exert kbis utmoft irflu-
ence, for the recovery of public virtue - for maintaining of
good order, and tbe fupport of law and government-.. for
the fuppreffion of every fpecies of vice and profanemefs -.-

and pariicularly, for the fuppreffion and banifiment of that
avarice and extortion out of our land, fo provoking 1o a

righteous God, and o ruinous 1o our country. Thefe evils
bave a natural as well as meral sendency, to effelt our [peedy
ruin. What I bere recommend, are capital branckes of
that righteoufnefs, that exalieth a mation, while fin of any
and every kind, is a reproach to any people ; and while in.

dulged prefamenefs, will affuredly, foomer or latiery prove
their ruin,

A SERMON;
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Al why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not ike things
woich I fuy? ,

H E moral influcnce of the great doétrines of

X our holy religion, is generally and juftly ranlk-
ed by Divincs, among the evidences of their divinity ,
for, in proportion as any doltrine is calculated in i:3
nature, defign and tendency to recover the guilty an:|
depraved creature to his God, it evidently bears the
maiks of a divine original...-This is the teft to whicls
our Lord him{:lf appeals, with refpect to his ovi
dc&rine, 1n the nexe verfe but cone that precedes cur
text---<* Every tree is known by its truit 3 for ¢!
“ thorns men do net gather figs, nor of a bramble
¢« buth gatiier thev grapes,” ‘I'he dedtrines tavent
by our divine M- fter, are holy not enty in their 2.:-
ture, Dut taeir ooy they rernew the bearty which
never fails to muanited izl o the Life, e, thee-
fore, adids in the next varfe) « A good man, out of
¢ the good treaioreof his hearty brinceth forth tias
‘¢ which 18 good ; and an evil man, out of the e«il
““ treafure of his Learr, binceth forth that which is
¢ evily tor ot the abuncance cf the heart the mouth
* fpcaketis.”  And from this nature and defign, this
tenderey end efiivacy of his do&rine, our Lord ia-
fers the chlizat’ors thole are under who profefs i
nimyy 10 render an chedience to his authority 5 and

B farthes
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farther points, as to the fviiiry, vanity and abfurdity
of making this profeflion, without a correfpondent
life and converfation... Both thefe he does in the
words of our text---¢¢ Why call y¢ me Lord, Lord,
¢ and do not the things which I fay ?”

You will eafily perccive, that by calling our Savicur
Lord, Lord, 1 underftand a profcfling his name---
thofe call him Lord, Lord, who call themfelves Chnif-
tians --they hereby profefs to believe the doctrines he
has taught, and to hold themfzlves bound by the laws
he has erjnined.-.-And, o do the things which Chrift
faith, is to make conicience of obeying his authority,
The man who pays a confcientious regard to his com-
mands, his promifes, his threatenings, and diretions,
for the conduét of his life, does, in the fenfe of our
text, the things which Chrift faith.---He thus ftudies to
<« cleanfe himfclf from all filthinefs of fleth and fpirir,
¢ perfe&ting holinefs, in the fear of the Lord *.”

My fingle purpofe, my brethren, fron: the text, by
the aids of the Spiritof Grace, is, To point you to fome
of the many obligations to praclical holinefs, which origi-

i1ate from the religion of Jefus, and are, .in a great mea-

 jure, peculiar do it

Anp then, when I have gone through thefe, fhall
conclude my difcourfe, by a few practical refle&iuns
on what may have been faid.

You will pleafe then to attend, while I point you to
Jome of the many obligations to praflical bolinefs, which
originate from the religion of Fefus, and are, in a great
meafure, peculiar to it. And all that the limits to
which I am neceflarily confined admits of, at prefent,

may be reduced to the two following heads, namely,
The

* 2 Cor, vii. 1.

¢ gi‘
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4
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T'he tenor and benevolent defign of 1he covenant of grace---
And, the fingular advantages which the religion of Jefus

puts ws under, for perfecting bolinefs in the fear of the
Lord,

I. L.er us briefly confider the tenor and bznevo-
lent defizn of that covenant of grace, God has re-
vealea through his Son Jefus Chriit, .-

Anp this may be confidered in a threefold point of
view, either as to the gracious purpajes of God im planning
§£..-as 1o its execution---or, as to its divine requifitions.

1. SHourp we confider the gracious purpofes of
God, in laying and executing this plan of mercy,
they are fruitful of the moft powerful motives to ho-
linefs in heart and lite. Not to inf{itt here on the il-
luftration of his own glory, Gop’s higheft end in all
his a&ions ; .nd the recovery of finners of our apof-
tate race to hinifelf, in intimate and gracious connec-
tion therewith, both of which bind us, in the ftrong-
eft manner, to walk before God to all well-pleafing.-.-
one of his principal ends, in this great bufinefs, is
faid, in the moft exprefs manner, to be the holinefs of
his people : Thus we hear the Apottle fay, “ Bleffed
¢ be the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift,
“ who hath bleffed us with all fpiritual bleflings, in
‘“ heavenly things, in Chrift ; according as he hath
¢ chofen us in him, before the foundation of the
¢ world, that we fbould be boly and without blame be-
“ fore bim in love®.” To this accords the following
declaration, ¢ We are bound to give thanks to God
“ alway for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, ¢«
¢ caufe God bath from the beginning chofen you to falva-

¢ tiom,

[ )

~

® Eruzs, i. 3, 4.
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tion, through fanfiification of ihe Spirit, and belicf of 1§
¢ the truth®”  Agrceable to thiv, we ead, tha &
¢ whom God did forecknow, D¢ n//o /:J pr emﬂmnte t6
< bz conformed to the image of bis con, that he might be
“ the firlt- buxn AMODE ANy b, Ahren . There.
rore we are 1::¢ to hf‘ i s woerkmanthip, crested B
““1In Chnﬁ J-fus, uatogood works, which God bath
v before ordained we foonld wa'k in tkem 1.7 And do
any of you, my duar brethren, hope, throvgh the
riches of fiee grace, you were given by the Fatler to
toe Son, in the eternal counaoits of peace 5 and grven
tor thisexprels purpole, ** sbut yeu fhould be boly, and
““ cwithout bluine bejore dim in leve 22 And can you in- §
dulge toa {piitotlloth, or envy, hatred, melice, orre- |
venge ¢ Can you wi llmgw mix wita the profane, and B
aive the fan@ion of your prdence to their impieties | 8
in a word, Can you mdulne yourfclvw in the prafice §
G any kuown fin? O ! how abfurd and prepofterous| B
‘Chis hope, wlien true, never fails to be foul fanétify-
irg s for, ¢ Lvery man that bath this hope in him,
¢ punﬁeth himfclf, even as he 1s purc§
2. TrE execution of this plan of prace, is cqually g
fruitful of motives for [‘trruh‘ﬂ bolirets in the fear
f the Lorp----I fhall brictiy confider this, in the two B
| atapical articles of the iicaruaticn and decth of the Son (f §
‘ood  And you will eafily peictive that, o copious &
:5 the fubject, Ican but mr*l; teuclh upon them,
- As to his incarnation , one grand aefign of it was &
¢0 deliver -us, notonly tiom the guilt, but the degra- B
“vity of fin----This is teilificd by the argel o Joleph, g
in the following worde, ¢ And fhe thall bring forch B
¢ afon,
* 2 Tuess.ii. 13, Rom, vith, z9. 1 Ernes,ii o,
§ 1 Joun iil. 3,

[ AY
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¢ a fon, and thou fialt call his name Jetus 5 for Le
“ fhall fave his people /rr their fins *7..-Not only
from the effedts ot their {ing, but trom their fing
themmfelves.  Aad St Jhn telis ue, that *¢ for this
“ purpofe the Sen o Gad was l:W.azAgt'a'!'%ct<‘§, that ha
“ might deftroy the woike of the devil -]‘"”. --'T Kis is
the great puip e for which he way manifeiled 1n the
flafh, that he might deflrey 30, that capital work of
the devil, wod deliver Lis people from is pewer and
remains, as well as its cude. And {uely hat muft
have Le:in an imporiast end, that brougat the Son
of Gud from heaven i¢ carth, and cloataed Deity
itfelf in buman flofh.

- Tue death of Chrifd teo, ic alf» a fruitful fource of
motives to geipel obedience ; and that wiether you
confider its mature or J/cn --lt was In its pature,
the moit exqguifitcly comennry, and 1oneminicus
dcath that ever was.cadured-. And its defigra was,
to make atonement to cifended juitice 1n our f{tead,
and hereby open th: way fiur our recovery ts the fa-

vour, the imzge and the enjovmient of Ged, in perf(&t
confiftency with the honoes of bis moral government,
It was in this view, '“ ke bore our oriels and carried
« our forrows”-..thuc, ¢ lie wrs wounded for our
*“ tranfgreflions, he was bru'icd for our isiquities 5
the chaftitement of our peice was upon him, and
“ with his firipes we are healed 17 -2 For Chrift alfo
¢ hath once fuffered for {ins, the juft for the' unjuft,
** that he might bring us to God §”--.He gave his
““ life a ranfom for many 1. Neor was this all, for
we read, that ¢ he give himfelt tor us, that be might

‘¢ redeem

(%9

* MatT. i, 21. 10 Tenwn i, 8.
1 Isan liii, o, s, ¢t Poc il s, 0 MarT, xx, 28,
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¢ redee us from all iniquity, and purify unto bimfelf a
« peculiar people zealous of good works §.”

O! wHaT a godlike dilplay of Jehovah’s infinice
hatred to fin, thines in the crofs ot Chrift ! He was
God’s co.equal Son, though cloathed in our nature
--.He was unfullied innocence, both in heart and life ;
and guilty only by the imputation of our fins to him,
---Yet God fpared not this his own Son, when he ftood
in our law place---witnefs his bloody fweat in Geth-
femane, under a heartfelt fenfe of his Father’s wrath,
and the tragic {cene through which he paficd, from
thence to Mount Calvary---hark his groans when he
cried, ¢ O ! my Father, if it be poflible, let this cup
¢ pafs from me*”---See him ftanding accufed of the
blackeft crimes, before the enraged Sanhedrim; and
afterwards arraigned as a criminal, at the infamous
Pilate’s bar---He is mocked, infulted and defpifed by
Herod Antipas, and his men of war-.-Nor was all
this infamy enough.---He s led back again to Pilate,
and from him into the high prieft’s hall. Here he is
arrayed in robes of mock majefty, bl:ndfolded, crown-
ed with thorns, derided and {courged by the licenti-
ous foldiery, and then led forth to be crucified with
every circumftance of infult and crueity !---and O !
was ever fight like that ! yonder he hangs on the ac-
curfed crofs, under the hidings of his Father’s face---
He hangs, bleeding, writhing, groaning, dying as an
atoning facrifice for the fins of men! and were your
fins, my brethren ard fifters, among thofe that coft
the L.ord of glory fo dear'? and will any of you then
venture on known fin ? Surely, you would not thus
willingly wound him afrefh, and put him to opea

fhame.
§ Tir,il. 14, ® Martr. xxvi, 39.



fhame. Every confideration of duty and gratitude is
called up by the crofs of Chrift, to engage us to guard
againft fin, and do b2 things which be faith---Yea and
of fear too, *¢ for if thefe things are done in the green
¢ tree, what fhail be done in the dry f ?*

Anp it deferves our notice, that wherever the crofs
of Chrift, in its defign and tendency, has its proper
efficacy on the hearts and lives of men, its uniform
effect 1s, their fanétification 5 ¢ for the love of Chxift
¢ conftraineth us, becaufe we thus judge, that if one
¢ died for all, then were all dead ; and that he died
s« for all, that they which live, fbould not benceforth live
““ unto themfelves, bust unto bim who died for them and
“ rofe agsziu 1.’ |

1 onLy remark farther here, that thofe among you,
who indulge yourfelves in the habitual ncgle of the
known and great duties of religion, or in the praétice
of any known fin, of whatever nature, you are here-
by defeating, to the utmoft of your power, the im-
portant and benevolent defigns of the incarnation and
death of the Son of God, as to you---you are hereby
practically declaring, you do not dcfire to have cither
lot or partin them.

3. THE requifitions of the covenant of grace are an-
other fruitful fource of obligations to holinefs in
heart and life, 1 fhall detain you, at prefent, while
I only barely repeat a few of them. ‘¢ Let the
‘“ wicked forfake his way, and the uarighteous man
““ his thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord,
¢ and he will have mercy upon him, and to our Gud,
¢ for he will abundantly pardon §.” « Therefore al-

¢ {o

T Loxr xxiii. 31.  + 2 Cer, v, 14, 15, §Isar. v 7.



[ 16 ]
" &t fo pow, [aith the L.ord, turn ye even to me with
¢ all your heart, and with falting, and with weps
« ing, and with mourning : and rent your heart and
¢« not your garments, and turn unto the Lard your
«« God ®.» <t Let every one that nameth the name
w of Chrilt depart fiom iniquity +.  Wherefors,
& gird up the hins of your mindy be fober, and hope
tc 1o the end, for the grace that is to be brought un-
¢ ¢ngou, at the revelecion of Jefus Chrift; as obe-
« dieat childrer; not fathioning ycurfelves accord-
¢ ing to the former lufts, 13 your ignorance; but as
«¢ he who hath called you is holv; fo be ye holy in
« g1l manner of converfation & becaufe, 1tis written,
« be ye holy, for I am hely {.” ¢ San&ify your-
« foly~s, therefore, and be yg holy, for I am the
«¢ Lordyour Ged §.” ‘¢ And befides this, giving all
te diligence, add to your faith, virtue ; and to virtuey
«¢ knowlcdge; and to krowledge temperance; and
¢ to teniperance, patience y and to ;.watia':nc«:,~ godli-
¢ nefs; and to godlinefs, brotherly kindn«f§; and
& ¢o brotherly kinduefs, charity . Thus we are
commanded, to ‘¢ grow in grace, and in the know-
“ Jedge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift .
To all this accord 1he words of God to Abraham, < |
¢ am the Almighty Gedy welk before me, and be
¢ thou perfe **.”> But I furbear to repeat more of
thofe divine precepts, 10 pointed to my purpole, and
{o numerous in the f.cred cracles. Thefe are fuffici-
ent to thew, that the zuthority of God has interpote

imn

-

® Jomr ii. 812,13, 1 2 Tradicng. Foo Per,i. 13516,
§ Lev. xX. 7. i 3Par,i. 5. 7. ¥ 2Par.iii, 18.
s G:in.xvil. 1,
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in this matter, and that we are bound, by a!l itf’ fos
lemn ties, to ¢ do the things which Chrift faith.
Bur it is time I thould proceed to fhew you that,

I1. THE fingular advantages which the religion of Fe-

fus puts us under, for perfeting bolinefs in the fear of the

Lord, are fruiiful of she moft rational and powerful mo-
tives, to this great duty.--2And here too, fo copious 13
my fubje&, I can but barely touch upon a few lead-
ing thoughts ; left I unduely protraét my difcourfe.
And, | :
1. We are hereby taught a holy fyftem, both of
doirines and laws---a complete rule both of faith and
manners. There is nothing neceflary for us to know,
to do, or to be, to effe&t our holinefs, or accomplifh
our happinefs ; but what is taught us, with fufficient
clearnefs, in the facred oracles. For this I appeal to
the doctrines of fcripture. They teach us the nature,
perfe€tions, charatter and government of the moft
high God----and are not all thefe perfeétly confonant
to reafon? They teach us the ftate in which God
mace man, and the original conftitution he put him
under---his ruin by fin, and his recovery through the
med:ation of the Son of God---the appointment, and
offices of the holy Spirit---the nature and neceflity of
holinefs, together with our obligations therero:--the
nature and certainty of a general refurrection, and a
future judgment, on finithing the mediatorial {yftem ¢
And that thefe will be followed, by a ftate of rewards
and punifhments, throughout an unwafting immorta~
lity.  And who does not fee that all thefe, 2nd others
in connection with them, compofe a fyftem of doc-
trine, indced, according to godline[s ? This is their na-
' C . ture,




( 18 ]

ture, defign, and tendency, Hence we hear our HJ

Lord praying for his people, through every age of
his church, in the following language : ¢ Sanétity
¢ them through thy truth ; thy word is truth *.”
Nor arethe/ewsof Chrift, that fyftemof duty taughtus
in the facred fcriptures, lefs clear, or lefs full, asarule
of life, than the doé€trines we have jult referred to, are
as a rule of faith. There is not a fingle duty we
owe to God, our neighbour, or ourfelves, in all the
different relations we fuftain to him, or to each other ,
but what is tavght us, with the greateft precifion, in
the word of God.---He muft indeed be a ftranger to
his Bible, who does not know this---with what care,
in particular, are we taught the numerous and im-
portant duties of focial life, in all their variety and
extent---the nature and obligations of moral virtue,
are here unfolded tc us, in the fulleft manner, and
enforced upon us, by every availing motive.-.it is
conftituted by Chrift himfelf, an eflential branch of
gofpel holinefs---¢¢ for the grace of God that bring-
¢ eth falvation, hath appeared unto all men, teach.-
“ ing us, that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts,
s¢ we fhould live foberly, righteoufly and godly, in
% this prefent world +.”” And thus, ¢ he hath {hewed
¢ thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the
¢ Lord require of thee, but to do juftly, and to love
¢ mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God §.”
BuT you will eafily perceive, my brethren, the ad-
vantages all this puts us under, for perfeting holinefs
in the fear of the Lord; and confequently, infers the
obligations we are under thereto.
2, THE

* Joun xvil, 19, 1 Ter, i, 33,13, ¢ MIcan vi, 8,
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2 Twue example of Chrijt, our Lord, is another help
to holy living.---His lite, was a life of unftained pu-
rity : ¢ He< did no fin, neither was guile found 1n
“ his mouth *,”” ¢ For fuch an high-prieft became
¢¢ us, who is holy, harmle(s, undefiled, feparate from
¢ finners +.”  Thus he. fet us an example, that we
(hould folicw his fteps. His humility and conde-
{ceniicn, are particularly recommended to cur imita-.
tion, in the fullowing words: ¢ T.et this mind be in
“ you, which was alto in Chrift Jefus ; who beingin
¢ the form of God. thought it not robbery to be e-
“ qual with God ; but made bimfelf of no reputati-
¢ on, and took upon him the ferm of a fervant, and
‘“ was made in the likenefs of man }.” Patience and
refignation to the will of God, in a day of {uffering,
are ftrongly recommended by St. Peter, from the
fame illuftrious exampl. ; ¢¢ If when ye do well, and
“ fuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable
¢ with Goa: for even hereunto are ye called; bee
““ caufe Cbrift alfo fuffered for us, leaving us am example,
that ye fheu'd follow bis fteps---who, when he was re-
viled, reviled not again; when he iuffered, he
¢ threatened not; but committed himfelf to him
¢¢ who judgeth righteoufly §.”” And he himfelf com-
mands us, to ¢ take his yoke upon us, and larn of
“ him, becaufe he is meek and lowly in heart ¢.”
And the infpired John confiders and reprefents an i-
micat'on of Chrift, as the teft of our difciplefhip:
““ He that faith he abideth in him, ougbt bimfelf alfo fo
‘“ to walk, even as be walked**.”> Thus, while the
holy life of the Saviour of men, fhewed that the law

of

® ¢ Per, ji. 22,  + Hes.vii. 26,  } Puic.di. 5. 9,
$ 1 Pax.ii. 20,21, 23. 9 Matr.xi,29. ** 1 Joun i, 6.
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of God was a pra&icable law, and therefore juft-.-
while it thus conftitutes an effential part of our j.fti.
fying righteoufnefs, in the fight of God, it is, at the
fame time, both a guide and incentive to the great du.
ties of piety and morality. It ftrongly addrefies eve-
ry principle of gratitude and obedience--- has a con-
fraining influence on the upright heart ; and ferves
as no fmall help, to our walking before God, to all
well-pleafing.

3. THeordinances of Chrift, fuch as the gofpel mi-
niftry ; the fabbath of the Lord; the holy facraments,
and the great duty of prayer, are advantages, ard
therefore ought to be improved by us, asarguments,
for making progrefs in that pra&ical holinefs, defign-
ed, in our text, by doing 1be things which Chriff faish.-.-
This is the general view the apoftle gives us of the
gofpel, and its ordinances, in his malterly defence of
himfelf and his miniftry, betore king Agrippa: It s
‘¢ to open the eycs of finners, and to turn them from
“ darknefs to light, and from the power of fatan un-
« to God, that they may receive torgivenefs of fins,
¢ and inbecritance among them who are fanfiified, by
“¢ faith that is in Chift*. The gofpel miniftry is
the minifiry of reconciliation, between an cffended God
and finning man.--thus it is exprefsly ftiled by this
fame apoftle of the Gentiles : And the great bulinefs
of gofpel minifters, as ambaffadors for Chrift, is to
befeech finners to be reconciled to God-. Nor is
this all; it is alfo defigned and calculated to affilt us,
in the great bufinefs of making proficiency in the di-
vine life, and acquiring conformicy to God : For this
end, our Lord “ gave fome, apoftles; and fome,

¢ prophets.

® Acts xxvi, 18, + See 2 €ox. v, 18.. 20,
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prophets ; and fome, evangelifts; and fome, paf-
« tors and teachers ; for the perfeiting of the [aints, tor
“ the work of the miniftry, for the editfying of the
body of Chrift: till we all come, in the unity of
the taith, and of the knowledge ot the Son of God,
unto a perfic? man, unto the meafure of the flature of
the fulnifs of Chrifp%.”

Qur time does not admit, that 1 fhould fhew yeu
here, bow the fabbath, and the gofpcl facraments,
when properly improved, contribute to promote ho-
linefs in the hearts and lives of men, though 1t would
greatly ferve to illuftrate my fubjeét. It muft fuffice
to obferve, at prefent, that they are defigned and cal-
culated for this end---and the experience of God’s
peoplz, in every age, witnefles that this is their effut.
Hereby they grow into a meetnefs for the inheritance
of the faints in hght,

AND as to the duty of prayer; few of the duties
of our holy religion contribute more, when icis pro-
perly attended, to the advancement of gofpel holinefs
in us. It begets and promotes.that {pirit of devotion,
which has an immediate and powerful efficacy for
this purpaofe. It is toe, in anfwer to prayer, we or-,
dinarily obtain thofe divine influences, whereby we
are enabled to ¢¢ die unto {ir, and live unto righte-
‘¢ oufnefs.”” None can tell, how numerous and
great the bleflings God beftows on his people, in this
way. His command to us, however, 13, ¢ Be care-
¢ ful for nothing ; but in every thing, by prayerard
‘ fupplication, with thankfgiving, let your requelts

(1)
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¢ be made kncwn unto God *.>  And he ¢licwhere
commands us to ‘¢ pray without ceafing -+.”

I onLy add bore,that by means of thele ordinances
of the gofpel, Gud holds a divine intercourfe with his
people, through the mediation cf his Son; and it is
in and through thef: fame ordinances, that *¢ our fel-
““ Jowfhip is with the Father, and with his Son Jefus
¢ Chritt £.”

4. Vue office and chariiicr of the boly Sririt, in tte

gofpel plan of our furvation , are lingular advantapes for
our pert ing holivefs in the tear of the Lord  His
great buil: atfs is to render us holy ; and in this cha-
ratter he is promifed and given to his church @ ¢« A
““ new heart will I give you, and a new fpirit will |
 put within you; and | will take away the flony
¢¢ heart out of your 8 {h, and will give you an heart
““ of flefh . and I will put my Spirit within yeu, and
¢ caufe you to walk in my fatutes, and ye fhall keep my
€ pudgrnnts and do them §.”’ Apgreeable to this, we
are faid, to be ¢ chofen to falvation, through fanfi.
¢ fication of the Spirit, and the belicf of the truth @.”
And for our encouragement to afk this koly Spirit in
prayer, in all the rich varietv of his graces and influ-
ences, our Lord addreffes his hearers in the fuilowing
language : « If ye then, being evil, know how to
¢ give good gifts unto your childrcn, how much
< more fhall your heavenly Father give the holy Spi.-
¢ rit to them that afk him ** ¢

~ o

P

In this the religion of fefus has the advantage of

every other fyftem of mythclogy orethics, thatever af-
fumed the name of religion, in antient or more mo-
dern

% PurL. iv. 6. + rTuts'* v.17. 11 jouni, 3.
§ Bzex, xxavi, 26,2%. € 2 Turcs, it 13, ** LUks xi. 13,
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dern times. None of their founders have ever vens
tured to go farther, than publifh their doctrines and
their precepts, and enforce them by argument, py
example, or by force of arms: But, while the Chnf-
tian fyttem infinitely furpafles all thefe, in clearnefs
and fublimity of dotrine, in the reafonablenefs and
perfpicuity of its precepts, enforced by the moft ra-
tional motives, it provides a divine Agent to caunter-
rét the depravity of human nature, and to render
thefe doétrines and thele precepts availing, for the
great and benevolent purpofes tor which they are re-
vealed and enjoined.  Thus it is he renews us in the
{pirit of our minds, recovers us to the divine image,
and trains us up in this life, to a proper temper for
the erjoyment of aLiely God, throughout an immor-
tality of bleflednefs.

5. THE fevere and rightecus threatenings contained in
God’s word, are excellent guards againft the com-
miffion of fin, and thus aids and advantages for the
advancement of gofpel holinefs. Hence we read that
“ Wo unto the wicked, it fhall be ill with him ; for
¢ the reward of his hands fhall be given him*.”> And
¢ that the wicked fhall be turned into hell, and all
‘“ the nations that forget God+.” And, numerous
are the particular threatnings, againft particular fins
too numerous to be recited here. By thefe, and
threatenings of the like kind, awful indeed in their
hature, and certain in their execution on impenitent
finiers, God addrefirs our fear; and cails up this
buty and powerful paffion, in aid to our watchfulnels
againit finy and our progrefs in the ways of holinefs.

Their

* Lsan, iii, 11, . t Peac.ix. 1y,



S

Their language is,  Beware how you carry it tos
¢ wardsa holy God, and his law---Watch and pray
‘¢ that ye enter not into temptation---Fear and fin
¢ not.”” And, my brethren, it is no inconfiderable
evidence of the divinity of the religion of Jefus, that
it fo powerfully addrefles every facuity of the human
mind, and fo properly touches every fpring of aétion,
in all their various operations, on the great {ubjeéts
of our holinefs and our happinefs,  Surely, irs Au-
thor, can be none other than the Avuthor of human
nature. The propriety of this obfervation receives
additional weight, from the confideration of,

6. THOSE promijes of a rich reward of grace, for all
our fervices for God, fo numerous in tie facred ora-
cles, and which are a farther and powerful induce-
ment, to do the things whick Chrift faiih---ct thefe pro-
mifes, and their defipn and tendency, we read in the
following words : ¢« Whereby are given to us, exceed-
““ ing great and precious promifesy that by thefe you mip bt
““ be partakers of the divine nature, having efcaped the
¢« corruption that is in the world, through luft *.”?
And, did our time admit of confidering here the na-
ture, variety and importance of the bleflings, which
thefe promifes contain and convey, they would in-
deed appear to be exceeding great and precious pro-
mifes, Suffice it to fay, they refpect every thing that
pertains to life and godlinefs---evcry thing thar is ne-
ceflary for our comfort here, or our happinefs hereaf-
ter. Ilereby we are encouraged and enabled to pur-
fue the Chriftian life with fteadinefs and perfeverance.
But what I have particularly in view, at prefent, is
that reward which God promifes his people, in the fa-

cred
*2 Par. i. 4.
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cred oracles, for all their orvices for him---Yea, the

plaineft duties we owe to cur God, our reighbour, or
curf:lves, are encourazed by arich reward for them- -«
fuch is J:hovah’s regard for holinefs, Hence our
Lord rells vy thas ¢4 a cup of cold water, given to
g difcin'e, in the nam» of a difciple, fhall in no
¢ owite |0 s rowand 2020 ¢ For Gad 15 not unrigh-
€ teous o et oup work and labour of love, which
¢ we have {fowe! eoward his name  in that we have
« mini-t-oed o the teicts, and do minifter +.2 ¢ Let
¢ us r.o°, therdose, be weary in weil-doing, for in

e
 dus b owe G0l oreap if we faipt not 1.7
¢« Wrordore, my Geloved bretheen, bz ye ftedfaft,

“ immoveahle, alvass abounding in the work of the
¢« Load, £onomuch as you know, that your labour is
¢ nctia vain in the Lord §. By thefe, and pro-
mifes of the like kind, heaven and all its glories are
{=t before us, as an encouragement and incentives to
dy the toimgs which Choilty eur Lerd, faith, Not that
we can heeeby purchiafe thofe manfions of glory.--
this 12 21 hanor duz 5 the atancment of Chrift alones
Ba: God her by ercourares us to cultivate that tem-
p?r, and live that Ly, preferibed by his law, and by
wineh we are prevarcd ior the enjayment of himfelf,
at int, as our frveme blefTadeefs. This is the point
of view in which the infpire.! i poftle addrefles us on’
this fuhielt, in the followiny words: ¢ Having
“ theretare thife promifis, derly beloved, let ug
“ cleanie nurfelves from all file' aefs of the fefli and
“ fpinit, perfelting holin:fs in v fear of the Lord).”

C Hereby

* Mariox, 4o, + Hrp, vi. 10, $ Gar. vi. g,
§ 1 Cor, v, 53, | 2 Coe, vin 1,
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Hereby God addreffes that love of happinefs,thatardent
defire for ir, fo deeply implanted in the human breatt,
and calls up this powerful principle to proper exercife.

Taus, my brethren, you have fome of the many
obligations to praical holinefs, which originate fron)
the religion of Jefus, and are in a great meafure pecu-
liar to it. | | |

IT remains, that I conclude this difcourfe, with 3
few refle€tions on what has been faid; and they muft
neceflarily be beih few and fhort. We are hereby
taught, o |

1. THE fad and total depravity of human nature,
that is proof againft all thefe arguments and advan-
tages, for our recovery to the divine ima%::, and a life
of obedience to the divine law. It is hereby fadly
evident, that * having our underftandings darkened,
¢ we are alienated from the life of God, through the
¢ jgnorance that is in us; becaule of .the blindnefs
¢ and hardnefs of our hearts *.”> That mind muft be
indecd darkened, that is blind to fuch divine glories,
as the gofpel of Chrift contains and exhibits ; and
that heart muft be indeed hard, that is infenfible to all
thefe powerful motives for living to God : But this is
not all; the human heart-is oppofed both to' the re-
medy and the manner of applying it, however defirous
of fharing its benefits ; ¢ for the carnal mind is en-
< mity againft God, it is not fubject to the law of
s¢ God, neither indeed can be +,” i, e. while under
the power of this depraved temper. This is matter
of deep humiliation, and thus ought to be improved
by us. |

2, The

® Eruss, v, 18, + Rom. viii. y.
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2. THe vanity of that hope of happinefs, through
Chrift, and the abfurdity of that profeflion of hig
name, that are not vindicated by a holy life and con-
verfation---¢¢ Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and da
« not the things which I fay ?” Can any idca be
more abfurd, than to hope for the benefits of a religi-
on, planned for the purpofes of our recovery from fin
and its confequences, while we perfift in the wilful
practice of thofe very fins, from which it is defigned
to recover us ? Can a man hope to be healthful and
vigorous while he daily drinks poifon? But this is
more ratignal, than for the wiiful and profane finner
to hope for happinefs through Chrift, while he per-
fifts in the ways of fin. Or can there be a greater ab-
furdity in nature, or folecifm in language, than to talk
of a drunken, fornicating Chriftian! A lying, cheat-
ing, knavith Chriftian | A Chriftian who makes no
confcience of his word | A curfing, {wearing Chrifti-
an! My brethren, a curfed and wretched heaven, or
a blefled hell, are not more abfurd and incorgruous
ideas ! Are there then any among you, who indulge
yourfelves in the {ins of drunkenneis, wncleannefs,
curfing and profane fwearing, fabbath breaking, in-
Juftice in your dealings, lying, hatred, malice, re-
venge, or indeed any other known fin, of any nature,
either againft God or man, be not deceived, God is
not mocked---your hope of happinefs is delufive, and
{o continuing, you muft make your bed in hell, there
be wrapt in theets of liquid fire, and toffed on the bil-
lows of Jehovah’s indignation, throughout an endlefs
eternity, |

3. AND lattly, This fubjet teaches us the neceflity
of holinefs, to fit us for the enjoyment of the Author

of
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bf this pure and holy religion---a holinefs of heart a3
well.as life---a holinefs, v-hofe foundation is laid in
that change of heart, which our Lord means; by be-
ing b:rmagaiiy for,  Verily, verily, I fay usta you,
% Except a man be born aqain, he cannot fve the
* kingdom of Gic™” This 15 what the apollle
means, by being ¢ renewad i the frivit of our
minds -, and kv bhelng oiade * pew creatures in
¢ Chnft J fus 1. Ta this renevation of nature, 'l
tres holinefs begine s but never fails to irJaence beth
the temper and the condult of the mans througn e
whnle of his after L,

I pesecen you then, my brethren, by the mercies
~of Gadin Chrift, that yon carefully examine into the
governing temper of your hearts, and attend to the
prevailing conduét of your lives towards this God, his
Chrift, and his law ; and that you do not relt in any
thing thort of that he'inels; to which the religion of
th= Son of God is difizncd and calculated to form
vs; and, ““ without which, n> man fhall fee the L.ord.”
And I farther befeech you, s you tender the honor
of God, your own comfort, or your progrefs in the
divine life, that you improve the account given
through the wh.le of this difcourfe, of the nature and
defign of the religion of Jefus, 1nto fo many argu..
ments and helps for walking with God, and for per-
feCting holinefs in the fear of the Lord. 'Which may
God of his infinite mercy granf, you may all be
enabled te do, throuzh the riches of free grace, in
Chrift our Saviour., Amen and Amen. |

* Joun ii. 37+ Eeursiv,23. 3 2 Cor. v. 17,



