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SCOTCH PRESBYTERIANS,

O F T H E

CITY or NEW-Y ORK

lith in 1664, confifted of Low Dutch Calvinifts, and certain
New-England Prefbyterians, or Congregationalifts ; who had
feized upon the eafterly parts of Long-Ifland.

The Dutch ftipulated for their religious liberty, in one of the capi-
tulatory articles, and claim under it, though it is a maxim fupported by
inconteftible authorities, and fundamental to the tranquillity of the em-
pire, that all Proteftant denominations in the colonies, are, in the eye
of the law, upon a level ; and equally entitled to the free worfhip of God,
according to their confciences. ‘This is the neceflary confequence of
removing to a diftant country, where no religious eftablifhment is fetup;
and to which the ecclefiaftical laws of the parent ftate do not extend.
This principle was never difputed at the tiine of the original emigra-
tions ; and if fuch a doubt had been ftarted, thefe immenfe pofieflions,
on the Continent of America, would not have been as they now are,
wholly fubject to the Britith Crown. Interefied as England was in ex-
tending her dominions, which could only be fecured by encouraging
her fubje@ts to go out, people and cultivate this wildernefs, before 1.
was feized upon by other powers ; found policy, as well as law and ju-
ftice, favoured the fuppofition, that the new Colonifts were to enjoy the
maft perfect liberty in all points refpecting their religion. And hence
it is, that the Duke of York, who had a grant of this country, awith /.
powers of government, from his brother Kin%t Charles I1. caufed a pro-
clamation to b iffued upon the furrender, flating the conditions under

which his lands were to be fettled ; and among others, declared, ¢ "l:h_af
P ¢ 1)

T H E Province of New-York, when furrendered to the Eng-
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¢ in all territories of hiis Royal Highnefs, liberty of confcience is al-
¢ Jowed ; provided fuch liberty is not converted to licentious ufes, or the
¢¢ difturbance of others in the exercife of the Proteftant religion.” And,
again, ¢ Every townfhip is obliged to pay their Minifter, according to
¢ fuch agreemnznt as they fhall mike with him ; and no man to refufe
¢ his proportion, the Minifter being ele€ted by the major part of the
¢¢ freeholders, inhabitants of the town,” :

Thus encouraged, the colony became peopled not only from Eng-
land, Scotland and Ireland, but by Lutherans from Germany; and per-
fecuted French refugees: And, in afhort time the metropolis was adorn-
ed with a Dutch Calvinift Church, an Englith Epifcopal Church, a
French Wallcon Church, a Lutheran Church, and another eretted by
the Englith, Scotch and Irith Piedyterians.  All thefe, entitled as they
were to the fiee enjoyment of their religion, feemed to have equal
claims ; not only to the common proteétion, but the aid of the Crown:
And, as no Civil or Ecclefiaftical Society can well fubfift without a fund,
and a charter of incorporation, the Patents granted for this purpofe, in
the laft century, to the Dutch and Epifcopal congregations, may there-
fore be confidered, rather as adts of juffice than oé, grice.  What thall we
fay then of the denial of fimilarChartersto the difperfions of the Church
of Scotland ? ‘Sacieties of faithful and natural-born fubje&s, and fons of
one of our own National Eftublithments ; who have the fame merit with
their brethren from South-Britain, in extending the bounds of the em-

rc‘ -

The hiitory of their various attempts and difsppointments to procure
@ Charter, is fuccinéily as follows 2 ’

Having purchafed ground tor the purpofe of building a Prefbyterian
Church, and without tke leaft fufpicion that any odious line of diicrimi-
nation would be diawn to difparage them, as unworthy of the common
bounty of the Crown; and, unwilling to truft the effate, which they
had dedicated to God, to private trufldes ; whe, asnot anfiverable by law
for their ccndud, might pervert it to fecular ufes; they prefented a pe-
tition to Mr. Prefident Schuyler, on the 3d of MMurch, 1720, fora
Charter to incorporate them. It was inftantly referred to a Committee of
Council, who, the very next day, reported in favour of it. But the
Board, to gratify the unexpected and iliiberal jealoufy of the Epifcopu-
lians, at firlt reccmmitted the petiticn, on the 31t of the fume montk,
and then defifted frem all further proceedings.

* See the Appendix, Number I.

Governor Burnet arriving fcon after, the Prefbyterians renewed their
application ; and the Epifcopalians their unreafonable oppofition. The
artifice of the Ccuncil was, to procure a reference of the requeft, to the
Plantation Board, and thus to {creen themfelves from the odium of a dif-
appointment; which was to be brought about by certain powerful Agents
in England. They reported accordingly on the 1gth of September,
1720, advifing fuch a reference; and the petiticn was fent home in
1724, Their Lordhips confulted the famous Counfellor Weft upon
the fubject; (the fume who was fterwards Lord Chancellor in Irel:;xmj_)

: : ~ whole
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whofc report was in thefe words : “¢ Upon confideration of the feveral
4 As of Uniformity that have pafled in_Great-Britain, I am of opi-
4 pgion, that they do.not extend to New-York ; and confequently, an
« At of Toleration is of no ufe in that Province; and therefore, as
# there is no Provincial A& for “Uniformity, according to the Church
% of England; I am of opinion, that by law fuch Patent of Incorpora-
“ tion may be granted as by the petition is defired.
' RICH. WEST. Auguft 20, 1724.
See the Report of the Council, and Governor Burnet’s Letter, Appen-
dix, Number II.

No Charter couyld however be obtained ; and, difcauraged by fuccefs-
lefs folicitations, the Congregation, for the prefervation of their eftate,
vefted it,  March, 1730, in the General Aflembly of the Church of
Scotland, who ftill hold the fee; but have iflued a decluration, continuing
the application of it to the piaus ufes for which it was originally purchat-
ed. Notwithftanding all oppotition, the Scotch Church flourifhed under
the long and laborious Miniftry of the Revd. Mr. Pemberton, who fet-
tled here in 1727,

And when the Lutherans applied for a Charter to Lieutenant Gover-
nor Delancey in 1759, the Prefbyterians made a third application. The
Lutherans were encouraged by Gentlemen then in the Council, who

romifed to befriend them; and the Prefbyterians by favourable expref-
Eons from the Lieutenant Governor, who had frequently declared his
abhorrence of the former oppofition, as illiberal 2nd unreafonable ; and
when the petition was prefented, he received Mr. Boftwick, the then
Minifter, and hisElders and Deacons, politely; and profefled his readiresa
to grant their requeft if the Council would concur. Mr. Smith, fince
one of the Judges, was of the Board when the petition of the Prefbyteri-
ans was read, and referred to a Committee ; but no opportunity was
given for a trial of Mr. Delancey’s fincerity ; for, Mr. Smith, the only
Non-Epifcopal Member, was chofen Chairman of the Committee and
was unable to prevail upon the reft of the Council to meet; and, if he
could, he would have loft his vote by being in the chair. Obliging
the Lutherans st that time, if any fuch intention there was, would
have difcovered a partiality too barefaced ; and theretore while the Prei-
byterian petition was neglected, that of the Lutherans was flyly pretenc-
el to be put in a way for obtaining the Royal order from home; and
thus the Council here were to be behind the curtain, and avoid popuiur
cenfure. It fo happered, however, that the Lords of Trade, and per-
haps by intrigues from this quarter, could not fee it expedient to ad-
vile the gratification of their requeit; and, accordingly, a letter came
from their Lordfhips to Mr, Colden, which cut off the reafonable expec-
ution of that Society of loyal Proteftants, Itwasdated the 15th of July,
1763, and runs thus: ¢ We have attentively confidered the Petition of
* the Minifter, Elders, and Deacons of the Lutheran Chuich, praying
“ for a Charter of Incorporation; and, though we ffall be at all tunes
“ defirous of concurring in any meafure that may contritute to the fi-
“ tisfaCtion of every pious community, the principles of which are nct
“ adverfe to the religious conftitution of thefe kingdems ; yer, it“does not
app ar
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¢ appear to us, from any thing fet forth in their petition, that fuch an
¢ incorporation is at prefent neceflary or expedient.” :

* The Prefbyterians had experienced many inconveniences for want of
a Charter; and, though the juft and generous adminiftration of Sir Hen-
vy More, prompted them to make a fourth attempt in America, yet,
upon a doubt now ftarted, whether his eommiffion authorized him to
grant incorporating patents, and from a want of confidence in his Coun-
cil, it was thought moft prudent to lay the cafe of this diftant difperfion
of the Church of Scotland, before his Majefty. A petition was accord-
ingly prepared and tranfmitted, with a draught of the Charter defired, in
M.rch, 1766.

See Number IV, and V. of the Appendix, which are copies.

The negociation of this bufinefs was trufted to the late Dr. Samuel
Chandler and Mr. Debert ; but it fell only upon the latter ; Dr. Chand-
ler dying about the time of its arrival in London. The Earl of Dart-
mouth, fo renown’d for his catholicifm and readinefs to-promete the in-
tereit of our common Chriftianity, then prefided at the Board of Trade ;
and entered fully into an opinion of the reafonablenefs of the requeft,
and advifed Mr. Debert, to put it into the King’s hands, before the co-
operation of certain triends, whofe aid was afked, could be obtained. His.
Majefty was pleafed to lay the petition before the Lords of the Privy-
Council ; and to refer it to the Board of Trade. The Lords Commif-
fioners for Plantation affairs fufpended, a report till they had an anfiver
from Sir Henry More, to the letter they wrote to him of the 24th July,
1766 ; which 18 Number VI. of the Appendix. This letter was ac-
companied with a copy of the petition ; and the draught of the Charter.
They were all communicated by the Governor to his Council ; and, on
the 17th of February, 1767, the Petitioners offered to attend the call of
the Bourd for the fupport of their alligations ; by a petition, which was
that duy read in Council, and left with the Clerk for the ufe of the Com-
mittee. See Number VII. of the Appendix.

A few days after, Mr. Horfmanden, as the oldeft member of the
Board, was waited upon ; tn appoint a time to receive a requett for this
purpofe, but declined it. No report was delivered tillthe 1 5th of April,
though the letter from the Lords of Trade arrived here on the 4th of
November preceding; and there were many intermediate meetings of the
‘Council. (I believe, the minutcs will prove that the members met eve-
ry week.) At one of thefe meerings, in the latter end of March, the
Chief Juttice was called out; and in anfwer to an intreaty for a fpeedy re-
port to the Governor, faid, with fume tartnefs, ¢ Tbat the matter need
“ not be fo pulbed ; and that he «viFed the Government had not troubled them
 auith the petition.” A Gentlem-n took the liberty to fay, That all the
Lords of Tradz required, was to be informed, ¢ Whcther the alligations
¢ aqvere true”  Towhich he replicd, ¢ Ofthat there is no doubs.”

The report appears, how:ver, Ly its date, to have been finifhed about
that time. We do not lea'n that the Cemmittee was waited upon now
by the Veftry of Trinity Chrrch : nor wus it neceflary, as their Church
Wardens were of the Council; Mr. Chief Juftiee was one, and Mr.
Read the otlier; and as Cliairman of the Committee, had the honour kto

: - : make
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make their report.  That it was not earlier delivered, can only be im-
puted to a defire to render it abortive; or to the then ticklith flate of
things. A diffolution of the Aflembly, in purfuance of a Septemnial
AQ, being at hand ; and James Delancey named as a candidate for the
city of New-York, who had two Uncles in Council, zealous for the pub-
lic confidence, and interefted in retarding a report which would naturally

ive offence; but the Governor’s importunity forced them to fpeak out.
ft does not appear that there was a fingle member diflenting to the re-
port. Number VIII. of the Appendix is a copy of it, ard of the mi-
nute of Council of the day it was produced. The Petitioners afked for a
copy on the 20th April, 1767, according to the Appendix, Number 1X.
but this was denied; and by this means their adverfaries had frequent op-
portunities for ex parte reprefentations againft the meafure, in a courfe of
private correfpondence, which was doubtlefs improved by the Clergy,
and the draftfman, who fabricated the report. Sir Henry Moreloft no time
in tranfmitting it. ‘The Petitioners, who, one would imagine, had a
right to be heard, were ignorant of its contents; and under all poffible
difadvantages : nor could give any fuitable dirctions to their Agent.
Whether the Council kept the fecret from the Epifcopalians without
doors, judge you? The Bifhop of London, notwithftanding the boafted
moderation of the order; appeared twice in oppofition to the petition
before the Commiifioners for Trade and Plantations ; as though the grant
of the privilege of fecuring a houfe fet apart by Proteftants, worthipping
according to the ufage of North-Britain, was repugnant to the benevo-
lence enjoined by the Gofpel of Chrift. Lord Clare, whofe zeal for li-
berty and the rights of private judgment, might be predied from a
well known event in the hiftory of his life and education, was then Pre-
micr of the Board of Trade; and a report was made to his Majefty,
which foon after iffued in a final rejection of the petition. The Royal
anfwer is contained in Number X.

Whatever liberties the people of England may think fit to take at this
day in remarking upon the A&sof their Sovereign, the Americans con-
ceive themfelves bound to fpeak on fuch occafions, with the moft pro-
found deference. 'The light, however, in which his fervants have
thought fit to hold up the requeft of the Scotch Church of New-York ;
every man may never the lefs confider, and animadvert upon with foms
freedom.  Jealous of his honour, it was natural for his Majefty to
difmifs a petition, fupported by nobody ; and by the Board of Trade
reprefented as inexpedient at moft ; if not inconfiftent with his oath.
Virtuous himfelf he was the more apt to confide in his Minifters. But
ato Lord Clare, and the reft of the Plantation Lords of that evil beur,
they are anfwerable to the whole world, for their conduét; and have
proceeded upon a principle, that deferves the confideration of all the
Colonies.---Nothing has contributed more to the acquifition and cul-
tivation of thofe eflential parts of the empire, than the feafonable and
well policied affurances we have had for free indulgence in matters of
religion; and a repugnant fpirit will be as ruinous to our peace and pro-
fperity, as it is difgraceful to a Gentleman, and inconfiftent with reli-
gion and philofophy, freedom of enquiry, and human felicity.---It _is}

materia
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material-to add, that although there have been petitions preferred here
fome years ago by theFrench Proteftants, and the Low Datch Churches
of Orange Town, New-Hempfted, Marbletown, Rochefter and Wawar-
fing, nothing final is determined upom them; notwithftanding the feem-
ing diftinGtion artfully fuggefted by the Council between them and the
Secotch Churches ; while it is their ufual practice to grant Charters tor
the Epifcopal Churches, without the leaft hefitation. *Tis not long fince
the Uittle Epifcopal Congregation at Albany was incorporated with power?
to hold an immenfe revenue. Another patent is iffued to provide for Cler~
gymen’s widows by an income of many thoufands per awnzum. And at
this very juncture, the Society for propagating the Go(?el, though re-
firained from taking real eftates at home, are afking for grants of ther
Crown Lands in America in mortinain ; for themfelves and the Epif-
copal Churches, ..-the amount of many hundred thoufands of acres:
In fome inftances they havebeen gratified already ; and in one, with cir-
cumftances too fingular to be urnoticed, All the world knows the Epif:
copal Church of the city of New-York, to be one of the mofb opulent
Ecclefiaflical Corporations in the King’s dominions. They. own a very.
large proportion of the very metropolis. Sixty odd acres divided into
fmall Jots, when the prefent leafes expire, will produce, (thanks to the,
zeal of our Governors, and their own artifice) a revenue fit for a Popith
Abbey. They had firft a leafe of it fram the Crown, which was vacat«
ed by a law procured in confequence of orders from home: = Impa-
tient under this lofs, a projet was divifed to repeal the vacating A<,
and regrant it in fee, before the repealing A& coulkd be’ known
on the other fide of the water. My Lord %ombury rifked: the Royal
difpleafure, and faerificed the Crown to the Church. Queen Anne re-
peuled the repealing,and confirmed the vacating A&; but the Church was
already pofiefled of the Patent. And, as a proof that they have abated
neither in their avarice, nor their cunning, they have lately added to
their wealth, a townfhip of no lefs than 2,000 acres; out of the Crown
Landsinthe county of Gloucefter : And to elude the King’s inftruQions,
and fcreen Mr. Colden the Governor, whowas in the plot, it appears
on the minutes of the Council to be applied for by, and granted to Na»
thaniel Marfton and- ethers as private Planters; though they took the
eftate not for themfelves, but the incorporated Churches of which they
were: Officers and Members. Chargeable with fuch praftices, is not
their oppeling the naked incorporation of the Scotch Churches (who
afk for no eftate or lands) the moft- matehlefs effrontery # And yet theg
find means to dupe the very Government which they have thus cheat-
ed and abufed. What marvel then that the project of ere&ing Epifco-
pacy in America, excites fuch general apprehenfions in the reft of the
American Churches ! Which of the provinces hasnot caufe to complain
of the intrigues-of the inferior Clergy and Miffionaries ; to lead Admini-
ftration unto meafures unfriendly to Chriftians of other denominations ?
Endlefs would be the hiftory of the arts, which the Miffionaries and- Bi«
fhops,by prompting andimpofing upon Governors,Miniftersand the Socie-
ty fer propagating the Gofpcl, have improved to purpofes both partial and
eruel, and perhaps as repuznant to the true intereft of the Church of. E}ug-

. . N m
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Lird, as to the fpirit of our common Chriftianity. The day is approach-

ing, and the fafter for the late machinations of the See of London ; and

itsdependent auxiliaries ; when the Non-Epifcopal Churches of this Con-

tinent, will no longer leave their concerns st the Court of Great Bia-

tain, without an Agent or Procorator, to detet and reture the intidious

whifpers, which the General at London of the Americun Clergy, to the
difgrace of his elevated ftation, is ever dropping into the ears of the
King’s Minifters. 'Tis a proof of our timplicity, and not of our wiidum,
that they have remained fo long unreprefented; confidering the abui-
dant caufe we have for complaint and for jcatoufy. The malice and info-
lence of the ftratagem to deteat the petition ot the Prefbyterian Church
of New-York, may ftand in the place of a theufand arguments, for the
immediate appointment of fuch an Agent.  Would the proudett Prelate
have dared to come torward, and openly maintain the peint, Whether
the Sovereign would violate his Coronation Oath, merely for enalling
any religious Society of loyal Proteftants to hold a houfe tor the worflip
of God; and fecure a dormitory for the afhes of their dead? The Acts
previous to the Union, ’tis true, bind the King to maintain Epitccpacy
ing England, and Prefbyterianifm in Scotland ; but, will the Bifhops a'-
mit, that the incorporating of a congregation of I pifcopul Ditfenters in
Scotland, would be a breach of the Union and the Coronation Oath ?
Surely not *. * Nor, for the fame reafon, is his Majefty reftrained trom
fhewing

* The Scotch A& of Parliament, in the sth of Queen Anne, after
eftablifhing Prefbyterian Church Government in that kingdom, runs
thus:

« That after the deceafe of her prefent Majefty, (whom God long
¢ preferve) the Sovereign fucceeding to her in the Royal Government
“ of the kingdom of Great-Britain, fhall, in all time coming, at his or
% her acceffion to the Crown, fwear and fubfcribe, that they fhall invio-
¢ lably maintain and preferve the aforefaid fettlement of the tree Protef~
“ tant religion, with the government, worthip, difcipline, rights and pri-
“ vileges of this Church ; as above eftablithed by the laws of this king-
% dom, in profecution of the claim of right.”

The Englith A& of Parliament, prefcribing the King’s oath for South-
Britain, runs thus:

% That after the demife of her Majefty, (whom God long preferve)
“ the Sovereign next fucceeding to her Majefty, in the Royal Govern-
“ ment of the kingdom of Great-Britain ; and fo for ever herexfter,
“ every King or Queen fucceeding and coming to the Royal govern-
“ ment of the kingdom ef Great-Britain, at his or her Coronation,
“ fhall, in the prefence of all perfons who (hall be attending, affifting; or
“ otherways, then and, there prefent, take and fubleribe an oath, te
% maintain and preferve inviolably, the faid government of the Church
“ of England, and the doctrine, worfhip, difcipline and government
“ thereot, as by law eftablithed ; within the kingdoms of England, and
“ Ireland, the dominions of Wales, and the Town of Berwick upon
“ Tweed, and the territories thereunto belonging.”
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fhewing the like favour to the Prefbyterian Diffenters on the fouth fide
of the Tweed. And more efpecially, to fuch as go out unto Provinces
‘which are fubje@ to no eftablihment, nor can be fubjugated to any ;
without violence to the principles to which they owe their origin and
their growth, their utility and their fafety.

APPENDIX.



APPENDIX

NUMBER L

To the Honourable Colonel PeTER ScHUY-
LER, Prefident of his Majefty’s Council for
the Colony of NEw-York, in Council;

The humble PeriTioN of the Reverend Javes ANDER-
soN, Prefbyterian Minifter, Patrick MaAcNicHT,
Joun Nicoirrs, JosepH LEDpDEL, Joun BLakE, and
Traomas IncLis, in Behalf of themfelves, and the
Reft of the Prefbyterian Congregation, in the City of
New-York;

SHEWETH,

N T O your Honour, that by the countcnance and enccurage~.
ment of the Government of the Province, they are fo far advan-
cedin the carrying on of the fervice and worlhip of Almighty God with-
in this city ; by a voluntary contribution, and aililtance given by and ex-
pected from well-difpofed perfons, that they have adventured to pur-
chafe a piece of ground for a Church and cemitry, and have ereéted
thereon a convenient Meeting-houfe, to worfhip in after the manner of
the Prefoyterian Church of North-Britain ; and, that fome particular
perfons, for want of their being incorporated, for that and the like pur-
pofes, have obliged themfelves, their heirs, exccutors, and adminiftrators,
tor the payment of the confideration-money, for the faid ground and the
materials and workmanthip of building thereupon; and, in confidera-
tion thereof, for their private fecurity, have taken the grant of the fame
land, to them, theirheirs, and affigns, for ever ; but have entered into
bond, in the penzl fum of twe thoufand pounds, unto certain truftees, in
the fame bond mentioned, upom condition, that whenfoever it fhall
pleafe God, the faid grantees and obligees, and their heirs, executors,
and adminiftrators, fhall be fully reimburfed all their juft and reafonable
charges, engagements and difburfements, made and contralted by the
purchate of the faid ground, and by the building of the faid Church,
cemitry, pulpit, pews, and othti'?'r neceflarics and conveniences ; ’l'ha‘t_ the
2 ame
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fame grantces, of the fame ground, fhall, at the fpecial inftance and- re=
quett of the aforefaid truftees, and at the cofts and charges in the law, of
the fame truftees, for, and on the behalf of the faid congregation; and
of the executors and adminiftrators of the fame truftees, fign, feal, deli-
ver, prefent, and execute fuch deed or deeds, declaration of truft, or
other conveyance or conveyances, for the fame ground and appurte .
nances, Church, and cemitry, to fuch perfon or perfons, body politic or
corporatc, tor the ufe of the fame Prefbyterian congregation, as the fame
truitees fhall think fit to nominate and appoint; and in cafe the fame
congregation fhall be incorporated, then to, and for the ufe of the fame
corporation, and their fucceffors for ever, being Prefbyterians ; to the
end and purpofe, that the fame congregation may be incorporated, and
made one body politic, in fact and name, for the carrying on of their
{aid pious intentions, and the free uf> and exercife of their faid religion,
in its true doltrine, difcipline and worfhip, according to the rules and
method of the eftablifhed Prefbyterian Church of North Britain, to them
and their fuccetlors for ever, by a frez and voluntary contribution, and
not compulfory, or otherwife, in derogation to the rights and privi-
leges of the national Church of England, by law eftablithed ; they
therefore humbly pray,

May it pleafe your Honour,

By Letters Patent, under the Great Sea] of this Province, to incerporate:
them, by the name of the Minifter, Elders, and Deacons of the
Prefbyterian Church in the City of New-York; to make them one
body politic and corporate, in fact and name, capable and able, in
the law, of fuirg and being fued, anfwering and being anfwered
unto, defending and being defended, in all courts of law and equity,
in all matters and caufes whatfoever; of taking and receiving, hold-
ing and enjoying, to them and their fucceflors for ever, their faid
Church, and ground, and cemitry, where the fame now ftandeth,
and with fuch other neceffary powers and autherities, for the pre-
fervation and continuation of their fuccefiors, the management of
their affuirs, and the free ufe and exercife of their faid religion, in
the faid city of New-York, as to your Honour, with the advice of’
his Majefly’s Council, fhall feem meet and rcafonable ; and the pe-
titiencrs, as in duty bound, fhall ever pray, &e.

JAMES HENDERSON,
PATRICK MACNIGHT,
JOHN NICOLLS,

JOS. LEDDEL,

JOHN BLAKE,
THOMAS INGLIS.
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May it pleafs your Honour,

N obedience to your Honour’s order in council, of yefterday, refer-
I ring to us the within petition : We have confidered of the {ame, and
are of opinion, your Honour may grant the prayer of the petitioners ;
all which is neverthelefs moft humbly fubmitted by

Your Honour’s
Niw-York, March Moft obedient, humble fervants,

_4¢hy 1719-20.
A A.D. PEYSTER,
GERARD. B

N UMZBER IL

PETITION preferred to Governor BurNET, in
Council, by the Rev. James ANDErsoN, PaTrick
Mac~iguTt, Joun Nicorrs, Joseru LEpDEL, JoHN
BLakE, and THomas INcL1s. New-York, Sept. 19,1720.
Same day, referred to five of the Council, who imme-
diately reported in the words following :

May it pleafe your Exccllency,

IN obedience to your Excellency’s order in Council, of this day, re-
ferring to us the petition of the Rev. James Anderfon, Prefbyterian
Minifter, &'c. in behalf of themfelves, and the reft of the Prefbyterian
etongregation, in the city of New-York, praying to be incorporated by
Letters Patent, under the Broad Seal of this Province. We have heard
Council in the behalf of the Petitioners, and Council in behalf of the
Reftor and Church-Wardens of Trinity Church, of New-York, againt
the Petition ; and the matter appearing to us to be of very great mo-
ment, and na inflance given us of any fuch Patent of Incorporation hi-
therto granted, either in Great-Britain or the Plantatiens, we humbly
crave leave to refer our advice to your Excellency; and we do accord-
ingly advife and defire your Excellency, to tranfmit to the Right Ho-
nourable the Lords of Trade and Plantation, a copy of the faid Petition,

ad the progeedings thereupon, defiring their Lordfhips to obtain the
opinion
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opinion of his Majefty’s learned Council, on the fubject matter of the
faid Petition, and to tranfmit the fame to your Excellency ; which is,
neverthelefs, humbly fubmitted by

Your Excelleacy’s
Moft obedient, humble fervants,

A. D. PHILIPSE,
GEO. CLARKE,
FRAN. HARRISON,
ROB. WALTER,
CALEB HEATHCOTE,
JOHN BARBERIE.

New-York, May 10th, 1724+
My Lozps,

T the defire of the Petitioners, and according to the advice of his
Majefty’s Council, I now tranfmit to your Lordthips, the annex-
cd Petition and proceedings; and fhall be glad to rcceive your Lordfhips

directions for my conduct therein. :

I am,
My Loxds,
Your Lordfhips,
Moft dutiful and moft humble fervant,

Wu. BURNET.
Lorps of Trapz.

NUMBER
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NUMBER IV.

T O T HE
KING’s MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The PETITION of Joun Ropcers, and Joserm
TrEAT, the prefent Minifters of the Prefbyterian
Church of the City of New-York, according to the
Weftminfter Confeflion of Faith, Catechifm and Di-
retory, agreeable to the Eftablithed Church of Scot-
land ; William Smith, Peter Van Brugh Livingfton, John
Smith, Garret Noel, Thomas Fackfon, and Nathaniel Mac-
Kinly, the prefent Elders of the faid Church ; John Ste-
phens, and Peter Ryker, the prefent Deacons of the faid
Church ; and Thomas Smith, Whitehead Hicks, William
Smithy jun. Fohn Lafker, Fofeph Hallet, Fohn Dunlap, Pe-
ter R. Lsvingfton, and John Morin Scott, the prefent Truf-
tees of the faid Church, for affifting the Minifters, El-
(écrs, and Deacons, in the temporal Affairs of the fame

hurch.

Moft bumbly fheaveth,

THAT fundry Proteftants of their prifuafion, who came over into
this Province from Great-Britai*. and Ireland ; together with
others, inhabitants of the faid city of New-York, many ycars ago en-
tered into the defign of fettling a Church and congregation in the faid
tity, for the public worthip of God, according to the ufage of the Re-
formed Proteftant Prefbyterian Churches; and that, for that purpofe,
John Nicoll, Patrick M*Night, Gilbert Livingfton, Thomas Smith, and
divers other well-difpofed perfons, with the aififtance of the charitable
contributions, obtained from the inhabitants of the faid city, the colony
of Connecticut, and the Church of Scotland; purchafed the ground
herein after-mentioned, and on part thereof erected an edifice or church,
for the public worfhip of God.

That the fee fimple of the faid ground, being, by fundry mefmecon-
veyances, vefted in James Anderfon, the firft Minifter of the faid Church,
the faid John Nicolls, and in Jofeph Leddle, and Thomas Inglis ; the
fame, on or about the fixtecnth day of May, in the year of our Lgd,

ne
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One thoufand feven hundred and thirty, was, by indenture under theit
hands and feals, conveyed in due form of law, to the Moderator of the
General Aflembly of the Church of Scotlarid, and the Commiffion there-
of ; the Moderator of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, the Principal of the
College of Edinburgh, the Proteflor of Divinity therein, the Piocurator
and Agent for the Church of Scotland, for the time being; and their fuc-
ceffors 1n office, as a Committce of the General Affembly of the faid
Church of Scotland.  That, by an inftrument, dated the fitteenth day of
Augutt, in the year of our Lord, One thoufand feven hundred and thir-
ty-two, under the feal of the General Aflembly of the Church ot Scot-
land, and figned by Niel Campbell, Principal of the Univerfity of Glaf-
gow, and Moderator of the General Aflembly of the Church of Scotland,
and Commiffion thereof; James Nefbit, one of the Minifters of the Go-
1pel at Edinburgh, Moderator of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh; Willi-
am Hamilton, Principal of the Univerfity of Edinburgh ; James Smith,
Profeflor of Divinity therein, and William Grant, Advocate, Procurator
for the Church of Scotland, for the time being; they then did, pur-
fuant to an A& of the General Aflembly of the Church of Scotland,
dated the eighth day of May, in the year of our Lord, One thoufand
feven hundred and thirty-one, impewering and appointing them to grant
thofe prelents, declare, That notwithftanding the aforefaid right, made
to them and their fucceffors in office; they were defirous that the afore-
faid building and editice, and appurtenances thereof, be preferved for the
pious and religious purpofes tfor which the fame were defigned; and
that it fhould be free and lawful to the Prefbyterians, then refiding; or
that fhould at any time thereafter be refident in or near the aforefaid city
of New-York, in America, or others joining with them, to convenein
the aforefaid Church, for the worfhip of God, in all the parts thereot,
and for the difpenfation of all Gofpel ordinances; and generally, to ufe
and occupy the faid Church, and its appurtenances, fully and freely, in
all times coming, they fupporting and maintaining the edifice and ap-
purtenances, at their own charge.

That the faid church and congregation greatly increafing under the
paftoral charge of Mr. Ebenczer Pemberton, the fecond Minifter there-
of ; the Petitioners, and others, with the help of turther charitable cor-
tributions, were obliged, for the greater convenience of the members of
the faid congregation, to enlarge the old Church ; and did acordingly,
in the year of our Lord, One thoufand feven hundred and forty-eight,
ere&t and complete their prefent Church; being an edifice built of ftone,
in length eighty feet, and about fixty feet in breadth. That the ground
whereon the faid Church is built, is fituated in the North Wurd of the
faid city of New-York, on the north-eafterly fide ot Wall-Street, and is
in breadth, fronting the faid ftreet, and alfo in the reur, eighty-eight
feet ; and, in leagth, on each fide, about one hundred and twenty feet,
all Englith meafure.

That the faid congregation is fince become {till more numerous ; and
that they are very defirous to preferve their faid Church, and their ce-
mitry thereunto adjoining, and to acquire a further cftate for the better

fupport
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fapport of the Gofpel, and to enlarge their cemitry for the more decent
interment of their dead ; and to enjoy fuch other powers and privileges
as may be neceflary tor the better muintenance ot the worfhip of Al-
mighty God amung them, according to the Weilmintter Conteflion of
Faith, Catechitms and Diretory.

That your Majetty’s fubjeéts of the Province of New-York, Dutch
and Englith, of the Prefbyterian perfualion, are a grcdt majority of the
whole number of its inhabitants; und boalt the mott undifiembled loyal-
ty and attachment to your Majefty’s perfon, family and government, and
mott fincerely and ardently pray tor the fuccettion of the Crown in your
Royal houfe. :

That there is no general eftablithment of rates for the building and re-
pairing of Churches, and the fupport of the Minifters of the Gofpel in
this Colony ; and the whole cha-ges of fupporting the worfhip of God
is therefore defrayed by, and depends upon voluntary contributions :
And though a freedom from compuliory laws, among Proteftants of fuch
various denoininazions, will render any attempts to force a uniformity
detrimental to the public peace, and obftruct the fettlement and growth
of the country ; yet, fince everv congregation ftands in nced of fome
eftate for pious ufes, and the fufpicious confidence in private truftees,
inevitably expofes them to numberlefs inconveniences and difcourage-
ments, the Governors of this and the neighbouring province of New-
Jerfey, have wifely thought fit to grant charters of incorporation to {un-
dry ghurches both of the. Epifcopal and Prefbyterian denominations, in-
corporating them, and enabling them to receive benefactions, maintain
a fucceflion, make by-laws for the government of their own members ;
and by this means a fufficient encouragement of religious wordhip has
been given, without the Legiflative aid.” -

Humbly prefuming, that the Church to which your Majefty’s Peti-
tioners belong, would have the fame countenance, a petition was fome
time ago preferred for a Charter, to Mr. Delancey, late Lieutenant-Go-
vernor of this province ; but, as the Lutheran congregation of this city
have been difappointed in a like application, and your Petitioners arc ad-
vifed, that for want of an exprefs power in the Governor’s commiilion,
there may be fome doubt, whether a Charter of Incorporation granted
now will be valid, unlefs your Majefty will be graciouily pleafed to give an
inftruétion for that purpofe ; and, as the old Englith Sratutes of Unifor-
mity, do not extend to America; and the growth and profperity of your
important do:minions abroad, depend not only upon their enjoyment of
the liberty of confcience, but the equal eye of the Sovereign, upon faith-
fuland loyal Proteftants of eveiy denomination, and efpccially thofe of
the two communions eftablifhed in Great-Britain.

Your Majefty’s Petitioners moft humbly pray, that your Majefty would
be gracioufly pleafed to iffue your Royal command, under. the
Privy Signet and Sign Manual, to the Govertor or Commandex
in Chief of the faid Province, and his Council for the time be-
ing ; and all other officers therein concerned, under them, imine-

diately after the receipt thereof, to grant and confirn the pre-
C mifcs
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mifes to your Petitioners; and to eret them a bo:?r politic and
corporate, in dced and in name, by the name and ftile, of The
Miniflers, Elders, Deacors and Truffees of the Prefbyterian Church of
the city of Neav-Vork, according to the Wefiminfler Confiffion of
Faith, Catechifins and Directory, ‘agreeable to the prefent ¢ftabiifbed
Church of Scotland; and that they and their fucceflfors may be
therehy enabled, under the Great Seal of the faid Province, to
hold and enjoy the premifes, and to acquire and hold a further
eftate, and enjoy fuch other powers and privileges, as may be
neceffary, for the pious ufes aforefaid, exprefled in the form of a
Charter, which, that your Majefty may be more fully apprized
of, the whole aim of your Petitioners ‘is hereunto annexed ;
or, that your Mujefty, in whofe grace and clemency your people
have the tulleft confidence, would be pleafed to grant them fuch
other aid, protetion, and countenance, as to your Royal wifdom
fhall feem meet ; and your Majefty’s Petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray, &c.

New-Yoxk, 18t5 March, 1566.

NUMBER V.

E O R G E the Third, by the Grace of Gop, of Great-Britain,
France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. TO ALL

TO WHOM thefe prefents fhall come, greeting: WHEREAS, we
have been informed by the humble Petition of our loving fubjects, John
Rodgers, Jofeph Treat, William Smith, Peter Van Brugh Livingfton,
Jobn Smith, Garret Noel, Thomas Jackfon, Nathaniel M‘Kinly, John
Stephens, Peter Ryker, Thomas Smith, Whitchead Hicks, William
Smith, jun. John Lather, Jofeph Hallet, John Dunlap, Peter R. Living-
flon, and John Morin Scott, the prefent Minifters, Elders, Deacons, and
Truftees of the Prefbyterian Church of the city of New-York, according
to theWeftminfter Confeffion of Faith, Catechi{ms andDireQory ; that fun-
dry Proteftants,of their perfuafion,who came over into this Province, from
Great-Britain and Ireland, together with others,inhabitants of our faid city
of New-York,manv yearsago entered into the defign of fettling a church
and congregation in the faid city, for the public worthip of God, acco:d-
ing to the ufage of the reformed Proteftant Prefbyterian Churches ; and
that, for that purpofe, John Nicoll, Patrick M‘Night, Gilbert Living-
fton, . Thomas Smith, and divers other well-difpofed perfons, with the
aflitance of the charitable contributions obtained from the inhabitants
of our faid city, the colony of Connctlicut, and the Church of Scotland,
purchafed
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purchafed the ground herein aftermentioned, andon part thereof erected
an edifice or church, for the ftated public worfhip of God.

That the fee fimple of the faid ground, being, by fundry mefne con-
veyances, veited in James Anderfon, the firft Minifter of the faid Church,
the faid John Nicolls, and in Jofeph Leddle, and Thomas Inglis ; the
fame, om or about the fixteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord,
One thoufand feven hundred and thirty, was, by indenture under their
hands and feals, conveyed in due form of law, to the Moderator of the
General Aflembly of the Church of Scotland, and the Commitfion there-
of ; the Moderator of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, the Principal of the
College of Edinburgh, the Proteflor of Divinity therein, the Procurator
and Agent for the Church of Scotland, for the time being; and their fuc-
ceffors in office, as a Committee of the General Aflembly of the faid
Church of Scetland.  That, by an inflrument, dated the fiftcenth day of
Auguft, in the year of our Lord, One thoufand feven hundred and thir-
ty-two, under the feal of the General Affembly of the Church of Scot-
land, and figned by Niel Campbell, Principal of the Univerfity of Glaf-
gow, and Moderator of the General Affembly of the Church ot Scotland,
and Commiffion thereof; James Nefbir, cne of the Minifters of the Go-
fpel at Edinburgh, Moderator of the Preftytery of Edinburgh; Willi-
am Hamilton, Principal of the Univerfity of Edinburgh; James Smith,
Profeffor of Divinity therein, and William Grant, Advocate, Piccurator
for the Church of Scotland, for the time being; they then did, pur-
fuant to an A& of the General Aflembly of the Church of Scotland,
dated the eighth day of May, in the year of our Lord, One thoufand
feven hundred and thirty-cne, imgcwering and aprointing them to grant
thofe prefents, ceclare, That notwithftanding the aforefuid right, made
to them and their fucceflors in office; they were defircus that the afore-
faid building and edifice, and appurtenances thereof, te preferved for the
pious and religious purpofes for which the fame were defigned; and
that it fhould be free and lawful to the Prefbyterians, then refiding, or
that fhould at any time thereafter be refident in or rear the aforefaid city
of New-York, in America, or others joining with them, to convencin
the aforefaid Church, for the worfhip of God, in all the parts thereof,
and for the difpenfition of all Gofpel ordinances; znd generally, to u'e
and occupy the faid Church, and its appurtenances, fully and freely, in
all times coming, they fupporting and maintaining the edifice and ap-
purtenarces, at their own charge. That the fuid church and con-
gregation grectly increafing under the pafloral charge of DM,
Ebenezer Pembcrton, the tecond Minifter thercof ; tl:e Petitioners,
and others, with the help of further charitabde contributicns, were
obliged, for the greater convenience of the membes of the faid
congregation, to enlarge the old Church ; and did accordingly,
in the year of our Lord, One thouf:nd feven hundred and forty-eight,
ereét and complete their prefent Church; being an edifice built of fore,
in Jength eighty feet, and about fixty fect in breadth. That the ground
whereon the faid Church is built, s fituated in the North Ward of our
{1id city of New-York, on the north-eafterly fide of the Wall-Street, and
in breadth, froating the faid grect, and alfo in the rcar, eighty~fcight

2 €er 3
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feet ; and, in length, on eich fide, about one hundred and twenty feet,
all Englith meafure.  AND WHEREAS, We are alfo intormed by the
faid Pctitioners, that the faid congregation is likely to become numerous ;
and that they are very defirous to fecure their faid Church, and their ce-
mitry thereunto adjoining, and to acquite a further eftate for the better
fupport of the Gofpel, and to enlarge their cemitry for the more decent
interment of their dead ; and to enjoy fuch other powers and privileges
as may be neceflury tor the better maintenance of the worfhip of Almighty
God among them, according to the Weitmin{t.r Confeflion of Faith, Ca-
techifms and Directory : AND WHERI.AS, the faid Petitioners did,
theretore, by their fuid Petition, moft humbly pry, our grant and confir-
mation of the premifes; and that they and their fucceflors might be
made capable to hold and enjoy the fume by our Royal Charter, creating
them a body politic and corporate, in deed and in name, by the name
and ttile of Z%c Minifier, Elders, Deacons and Trujiees of the Prefbyterian
Church of the city of New-York, accerding to the Hejiminfter Confeffion of
Faith, Catechifins and Direflory ; and that they and their fucceffors might
thereby be enabled to acquire and hold a further eftate, and to enjoy fuch
other powers and privileges as might be neceffary for the pious. purpofcs
aforefaid, or which to us might feem meet ; and whereas the faid ohn
Rodgers and Jofeph T'reat, the prefent Miniflers; and William Smith,
Peter Van Brugh Livingiton, John Smith, Garret Noel, Thomas Jack-
fon, and Nathaniel M'Kinly, the prefent Elders; and John Stephens,
and Peter Ryker, the prefent Deacons ; and Thomas Smith, Whitehead
Hicks, William Smith, juz John Lafher, Jofeph Hallet, John Dunlip,
Peter R. Livingfton, and John Morin Scott, the prefent Truftees, of
the faid Church ; have alfo prayed our Royal Charter, for the
ufes and purpofes in the faid petition mentioned. NOW, THERE-
FORE, KNOW YE, that we, confidering the faid Petitions, and that
the people of the faid Pre{byterian perfuafion, ave very numerous in our
jaid Province; and being willing to encourage other Proteftants, of the
{ame denomination to come and fettle within our {aid Province, for the
better peopling the fame, and increafing its fhiength, and for the more
effe&ual cultivation thereof; and being, above all, defirous to promote
virtue, true religion, and the fervice ot Almighty God, we have thought
fit to favour the pious purpoles of our faid loving fubjells, and to fecure
them and their fucceflors, and others joining with them, of the fame re-
ligious perfuaiion, in the fec exerciie and enjoyment of all their civil
und religious rights; and to preferve to them and their fucceflor, the ki-
berty of worihipping God according to their confeiences, and the ufages
of thofe Prefbyterian Churches, which have adopted, and do requlate
themfelves by, and conform to the Weitminfter Confeflion of Faith,
Catechifms and Diretory.  THEREFORE, that they may be the
more effeCtually enabled to hold and enjoy the premifcs, We have thought
fit, and are gracioufly pleafed to ordain and declare, That the Church
fo as aforefaid built, enlarged and completed, and the ground thurcusto
adjoining and enclofed, and ufed or intended to be ufed, for a cemitry or
church-yard, fhall be the Church and church-yard of the Miniﬁers:i El

ers,
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ders, Deacons and Truftees of the fuid Prefbyterian Church and congre-
gation ; and the fame are hereby declared to be for ever feparatcd and
dedicated te the fervice of God ; and to be applied therein only to the
ufe of the members of the faid Prefbyterian Church and congregation,
inhabitants of our faid city of New-York,and others joining with them ;
and that there fhall be one or more Minifters to have the care of the fouls
of the members thereof, and a perpetual fucceflion of Minifters there.
AND WE DO, by thefe prefents conftitute our trufty and loving fub-
jects, the faid John Rodgers and Jofeph Treat, to be the prefent %’lini-
fters of the faid Church and congregation, for the difpenfation of divine
ordinances amongft them; and we are further, at the humble requeft
of the faid petitioners, gracioufly pleafed to create and make them a bo-
dy politie and corporate, with the powers and privileges herein after-
mentioned. AND ACCORDINGLY, Our will and pleafure is, and
of our fpecial grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, we have or-
dained, conftituted and declared, and by thefe prefents do, for us, our
heirs and fucceflors, ordain, conftitute and declare, That they the faid
Jobn Rodgers, Jofeph Treat, William Smith, Peter Van Brugh Li-
vingfton, John Smith, Garret Noel, Thomas Jackfon, Nathaniel Mac-
Kinly, John Stephens, Peter Ryker, Thomas Smith, Whitehead Hicks,
William Smith, jx#. John Lafher, Jofeph Hallet, John Dunlap, Peter R.
Livingfton, and John Morin Scott, the prefent Minifters, Elders, Dea-
cons and Truftees of the faid Prefbyterian Church, and their fucceflors,
fhall be, from time totime, and at all times for ever hereafter, a body
politic and corporate, in fact and in name, by the name of * The Mini-
“ fier, Elders, Deacons and Trufices of the Preflyterian Church of the city
“ of New-York; according to the Wefiminfier Confeffion of Faith, Gatechifms
¥ and Direllory, in communion with the Church of Scotland.” And that by
the fame name, they and their fucceffors, fhall and may have perpetual
fucceflion, and fhall and may be perfons able and capable in the law, to
fue and be fued, to plead and be impleaded, to anfwer and be anfwered
unte, to defend and be defended, in all and fingular fuits, caufes, quar-
rels, matters, actions and things of what kind or nature foever; and al-
fo, to have, take, poffefs, acquire and purchafe lands, tenements and
hereditaments, or any geods or chattels, and the fame to grant, bargain,
fell, alien, releafe, demife and difpofe of, in fee ffmple, or for term of life,
or yeurs, or otherwile, at their own will and pleafure; as fully, freely and
etf:Gually, as any other our liege people, or any corporation or body
politic, within our kingdoms of Great-Britain or Ireland, . or within any
of our plantations and dominions in America, may lawfully do, provid-
ed the faid lands, tenements and hereditaments, do not exceed the yearly
value or ivcome of tive hundred pounds luw ful moncy of Great-Britain,
over and above the rents, iflues and profits of the ground, church and
cemitry above-mentioned. And further, that the faid Minifters, Elders,
Dzacons and Truftecs, and their fucceflors, fliall and may, for ever here-
atier, have a common feal, with fuch device and devices, as they fhall
think proper to ferve and ufe, for all matters, caufes, things and affairs
whatfoever, of them and their fucceflors ; and the fame feal, may alter,

change,
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change, break and muke new, from time to time, at their will and plea-
fure.” AND FURTHER, We do alfo will, grant and oydain by thefe
prefents, and for us, our heirs and fucceflors, go declare, grant and ap-
point, that for the better ordering, regulating and managing the bufinefs
and affairs of the faid Corporation, and their fucceflors, there fhal] be at
leaft four Elders and two Deacons, from time to time, conftituted, clected
and appointed out of the members of the faid church, in full communi-
on therewith ; and at leaft eight Truftees out of the members of the faid
church or congregation, they the faid Truftees being tenants of pews of
feats, in fuch manner and form as is herein after exprefled; which faid
Minifters and Elders, and their fucceffors, fhall form a Church Confifto
and have the fole direction, government and difpefition of all the fpini-
tual affuirs of the faid Church; according to the ufages of Prefbyterian
Churches, and according to the forms prefcribed in and by the faid Di-
reftory, exclufive of the faid Truftees; and that the faid Elders, Dea-
cops and Truftees, fhall have the dire&ion, difpofition and regulation of
the temporal bufinefs and affairs of the faid Corporation, exclufive of
th‘e Minifters; but that the faid Minifters, Elders and Deacons, together
with the faid Truftecs, thall join in all affuirs of what kind feever, relat-
ing to the purchafe or a’cquircmem of any rights, tites, cftates, or tene-
ments whatfpever ; or in'the fale or other difpofition of the fame; and
the fame fhall be direted by plurality of the voices of them, the faid Mi-
nifters, Elders, Deacons and Truftees. AND, for the better execytion
of our Royal pleafure hereiny, We do, for us, our heirs and fucceflors,
aflign, name, conftitutc and appoint, the faid Willicm Smith, Peter Van
Brugh Livingfton, John Smith, Garret Noel, Thomas Jackfon, and
Nathaniel M‘Kinly, to be the prefent Elders of the faid Church ; and
the faid John Stephers, and Peter Ryker, to be the prefent Deacons of
the faid Church; and that the faid Elders und Deacons fhall continue in
their prefent refpetive offices, until he or they fhall feverally be remoy-
ed from his or their refpective offices, in any or either of the manners
herein after-menticned ; and we do alfo, for us, our heirs and fuccefiors,
name, conftitute and appoint the faid Thomas Smith, Whitehead Hicks,
William Smith, jun. John Lafher, Jofeph Hallet, john Dunlap, Peter R.
Livingfton, and John Morin Scott, to be the preient Truftees of the faid
Church and congregation ; and that the faid Truftces fhall continue in
their feveral offices for {,ur years, to be computcd fiom the firft Sunday
in Japuary » and until other fit perfons be elefted and qualifed in
theirrooms and fteads. Andfarther,we will,and by thefe prefents,for us,our
heirs and fucceffors, do grant and ordain, that the Minifters of the faid
Church for the time being, oreither of them, orin their abfence by ficknefs
or otherwife, that the Elder oldeft in cffice, for the time being, fhall «nd
may, from time to time, vpon all occafions, give orler for the afiembling
or calling together the faid Elders, to form a Church Confiftory, to ud-
vife about, tranfa and direct the fpiritual bulinefs, government and af-
fairs of the faid Church; and we do alfo, will, grant and ordain, that
the faid Minifier, or Minifters, and Elders, together with the members
cf thefaid Church, in full communion therewith, upon any and every
vacancy aad vacaniies, that fhall or may, at any time or times happcn,lin
the
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the faid offices of Elder and Deacon, refpedtively, by the voluntary re-
fignation, dedth, or removal from our faid city, of any or either of the
fad Elders or Deacons, or temoval of any or either of the faid Elders or
Deacons from their faid refpective offices, by act of difcipline or ¢hurch
cenfure, according to the faid Dire®ory, fhall, by plurality of voices at
the faid Church, ele&, nominate and appoint fuch one or more of the
members of the faid Church, in full communion therewith, as fhall fuc-
eced in the faid office of Elders and Deacons, refpectively; and that
fuch new eleGted perfon and perfons, may enter into the fame offices re-
fpectively, on the third Sunday next following their faid refpective elec-
tions, and continue in the exercife and enjoyment of the fame, until
others are chofen in their flead, or till other fooner determination there-
of, by virtue of the powers granted and eftablifted by thefe prefents.
And we do alfo hereby, for us, our heirs and fuccclfzrs, declare and
grant, that the patronage, advowfon, donation and prefentation of and
to the faid Church, after the deceafe of the faid John Rodgers and Jo-
feph Treat, or the next avoydance thereof, fhall appertain and belong to
atd be heréby for ever heteafter, vefted in all the membérs of the faid
Church, and fuch members of the faid congregation, as fhall have been
tenants of pews or feats in the faid Church, for three mohths next before
foch avoydance, by plurstity of voites; and that the faid John Rodgers
and Jofeph Treat, and every fucceeding Minifter arid Minifters of the
faid Chureh, fhall and thay have, take and enjoy fuch and the like fti-
pends, contributions, offerings free and voluntary, gifts, and other ec-
dlefiafticdl dues, arifing o accufiomed to arife from the members of the
faid Church and congrégation. And our further wifl and pleafure is,
and we do hereby declare, that the Minifters, Elders, Truftées, commu-
nicants and membets of the faid congregation, being tenants of pews or
Rats, as aforefaid, as need fhall require, may, by plurality of voices, no-
minate and elect one or more able Minifter and Minifters, lawfully or-
diined, according to the conftitution of thofe Prefbyterian Churcheswhich
adopt and regulate themfelves by, and conform to the Weftminiter Con-
fefion of Faith, Catechifms and Directory, to be Preachers in the faid
church,andColleagues to and with the faid prefent Minifters,and theit fuc-
ceflors, in the performance and celebration of all divine offices and ordi-
nances, and the duties of a Minifter of the Gofpel ; and that the El-
ders, Truftees, cominunicants atid members of the faid congregation, theé
faid members being tenants ot pews or feats, fhall and may, from time
totime, and atall times, when, and as often as the fame fhall and thay
be requifite, by plurality of voices, fix, fettle, and augment the refpective
yearly falaries of the faid fohn Rodgers and Jofeph Treat, and their fuc-
ceffors, and fuch other Minifter and Miniflters, as fhall be lawfully no-
minated and ele@ed in manner aforefaid, to be Preachers in the faid
Church, or other buildings, edifices or churches hereafter to be built, in
the manner herein after-mentioned, and Colleagues to the faid John
Rodgers and Jofeph Trear; and their fucceffots, to be paid to him abd
them refpedtively, in quarterly payments, by the Truftees for the time
!)cing, out of the temporalities of the faid Church or congregation ; and
i cafe of neglet or refufal of payment of the fuid refpedtive falaries,

. in
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in quarterly proportions, as aforefaid, by the fpace of fix months,
next after any fuch quarterly portion fhall have become due, or
any other mifcondu&t of the fuid Truftees, in the judgment of the
major part of all the members of the Conlfiftory ; that then, and in fuch
cale, the faid Elders, Truftees, Communicants and other members of the
faid Church and Congregation, fuch members being tenants of pews or
feats in mnper aforefaid, fhall and muy elect fome other perfon or perfons,
in the room and ftead of fuch Truitee or Truftees, as fhall refpectively
fo negle&, or refufe, or mifb:have, which perfon or perfons fo to be
el=Ged, thall continue in the office of Truftee until the expiration of
the term, for which fuch perfun or perfons, in whofe room and ftead,
he, er they fhall be fo clected, fhall have been originally elefted : And
that the faid Truftees or the major part of them, may nominate, and
appoint one or more Secretarics, Treafurers, Schoolmatters, Bell-ringers
and Sextons, during pleafure, and fuch other fubordinate and inferior
officers, as they in their difcretion fhall think neceffary : And we do
alfo hereby give and grant unto the Minifters, Elders and Deacons of
the faid Prefbyterian Church, and the major part of them,ard their fue-
cetlors, full power from tims to time, and at all times hereafter, to af-
femble and meet together, and by plurality of voices to appoint, alter,
and change fuch days and times of meeting, as they or the major part
of them fhall think fit, and to chufe any other and greater number of
Church officers, as they fhall conceive to be requifite for ordering and
managing the fpiritul affairs of the faid Church in their Seffions, or
Conlfiftorial Affemblies; and that they, and their fucceflors, and the
major part of them, by plurality of voices, may,from time to time, make,
ordain, conftitute, and repeal, fuch rules, orders and ordinances for the
maintenance of difcipline and purity in faith,and worfhip in the(aid Church
and Congregation, fo that the fame relate only to the fpiritual affairs of
the faid Church and Congregation, and be net repugnant to the laws
of our Kingdom of Great-Britain, and of this province, nor repugnant
to the principles of the Proteftant religion, but as near as may be con-
formable to the fame, and to the Articles of Faith, worfhip, and dif-
cipline, declared in the faid Weftminfter Confeffion of Faith, Catechifm,
and Diretory. And we do allo, for us, our heirs and fucceflors, grant
and ordain, that the feniority in otfice of the faid Truftees fhall be com-
puted and reckoned according to the order in which they are above-
named ; the firft named of the faid Truftees. being deemed and efteemed
the eldeft in office, and that the feniority in office of all future Truftees,
fhall be fettled by the times of their refpeitive eleGtions, except fuch
as fhall be eleCted in manner above faid, tofuceed on the mifbehaviour of
any, or either of the Truflees, now or for the time being, which perfon
and perfons fo electzd, thall always be efteemed of the fame age in office,
> as the perfon or perfons in whofe ftead he or they fhall be fo el Cted ;
and that the faid Truftees above-named, or fuch of them as fhall be in
office, and fuch others as fhall fucceed any or either of them, who fhall
or may mifbehave or, the major part of them, fhall, within eight days
next after the firt Sunday, which will be in the year of our Lord,
; and the Truftees for the time being, or the mujor part of them
within
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withineight days hext after the firlt Sunday, which will be in every other
year for ever thereafter; fhall aflemnble, and mect together at fome conveni-
entplace, and then, and there fhall elect, and chufe by plurality of voices,
trom, and out of the members of the {aid Church, or fiom and out of
the tenants of pews or feats of the faid Church; two perfons of orderly
lives and converfations, to be of the number of the Truftees ; and to
ficceed the two Truftees, who at the t'mes of fuch eleftions, refpective-
ly, fhall be the feniors in office ; which faid two perfons, fo to be elected,
fhiall not take upon them their faid office, until eight davs after public
notice of fuch elections, refpectively, fhall have becn given in the Church,
“on the Sunday next fucceeding the fame; and in cafe, within the faid
fpace of eight days any objcctions fhall be made, and oftered by any, or
erther of the m~mbers of the faid Corporation, againft the merul charac-
ter of the perfons fo elected, or either of them, the faid objetions fhall
be determined by plurality of voices of the Minifter or Minitters, Eldcrs,
Deacons, and Truftees of the faid Church, for the time being, or the
major part of them, who fhall, within ¢ight days after fuch objections
made, affemble and’ meet together for that purpofe ; and in cafe they
fliall determine fuch objetion to be valid, and that the elcétion of the
perfon or perfons againft whom fuch objection fhall be made, fhall te
férafide; that then, and in every fuch cafe, the faid Truftces, for the
time being, or the major part of them, fhall within cight days next
after fuch determination, proceed to the elcétion of another, or others,
qualified as aforefaid, in the flead of him or them fo objeéted againft, in
the manner above difeted; and that every perfon or perfons, to be
cledted into the faid office of Truftee, fhall continue in the fame until
another or other fit perfon or perfons be cleéted, and chofen in his and
thieir ftead, in the manner above directed. And, if any perfon or perfons
above appointed, or fo to be chofen as Truftee or Truftees, fhall die, re-
move out of our faid city, or refufe to ferve, the reft of the T'ruftces for
the time being, or the major part of them, may immediately elet others
in their ftead; who fhall exercife the faid vacant oftices for the fame term,
which the perfon or perfons fo dying, rcmoving or refufing,
would have pofleffed and cxercifed the fame.

AND we do alfo ordain, that any two of the Truftees for the time
being, fhall have power to call together the faid Truftees, as often as
they fhall think needful, and at fuch time and place as they fhall think
proper, to cenfult and advife about the temporalities of the faid Church;
and that the faid Truftees, and the major part of them, and their fuc-
ceffors fo convened, may, from time to time, by pluirality of voices, or-
der, manage and diret the temporal affairs of the faid Church and Con-
gregation ; and make, ordain, conftitute, and repeal fuch rules, orders,
and ordinances, as they may think fit and neceffary relating to the ap-
pointment of the temporal affiirs above-menticned ; the demifing or
letting: out of feats and pews, appointing and removing the tenants, and
fixing: the rates thereof, fecuring and receiving the fame, cclieéting the
ordinary and ufual offerings and contributions, and other giits, legacies
end devifes, eftablifhing the fces for funerals and burials, and in gencrul
relating to the management of all the temporal affairs of the faid

: D Church;
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Church; and difpofing of all monies (except fuch offerings and
benevolences as fhail be given at the commuuaion table, or occafional col-
lections for the poor, or other charitable ufes, which fhall be (olely at
the difpotition of the faid Confiftory) and except alfo the conditional or
abfolute fales or demifes, for a longer term than three years, of any part
of the real eit e of the faid Church and Corporation ; in the making ot
which faid rules, orders and ordinances, in the conventions of the Truf-
tees for thele purpofes, the fuid Minifter or Minifters, Elders and Dea-
cons, are not to inicrfvie, but the fame fhall be binding upon the mem-
bers of the faid Church and Congregation, fo, that the fame do not im-
mediately concern the fpiitual aftairs of the faid Church, as aforefaid,
committed tothe Confiflory thercot, confifting of the Minifters and Eldcrs
for the time being, exclufive of the faid Truftees and their fucceﬂ'qrs;
provided, reverthelefs, that the Minifter or Minifters, for the time being,
or, in cafe of his or their abfence, the Elder, oldeft in office, fhall have
power to call together the faid Confiftory and Truftees, at any general
convention, and fhall prefide therein. AND FURTHER know ye,
that we of our fpecial grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, have
given, granted, ratified and confirmed, and for us, our heirs and fuccef-
fors, do give, grant, ratify and confirm unto the faid Minifters, Elders,
Deacons and Truftees, and their fucceflors, all, and every the above-
mentioned lands, tenants, lots of ground, rents and iffues thereof, royal-
ties, jurifdiQtions, franchifes, preheminences, liberties, privileges, bene-
fits, profits, hereditaments and appurtenances, whatfoever to the fame
belonging; to have and to hold the premifes and their appurtences, un-
to them, the faid Minifters, Elders, Deacons and Truftees of the Pl:(:’ﬂ) -
terian Church of the city of New-York, according to the Weftminiter
Confeflion of Faith, Catechifins and DireCtory, inruji, to the fole andon-
1y benefit andbehoof of them and their fuccetlors, forever, to b bolden of
us, our heirs and fucceffors, in free and common focage, gs of our Ma-
nor of Eaft Greenwich, in the county of Kent, within our realm of Eng-
land, yielding, rendering and paying therefore yearly, and every year for
ever, unto us, our heirs and fucceflors, on the feaft of St. Michael the
Archangel, at our city of New-York, the annual rent of
lawful money of New-York, if
the fame fhall be lawfully demanded, in licu and ftead of all other rents,
dues, duties, fervices, claims and demands whatfoever, for the premifes ;
AND WE DO alfo,for us, our heirs and fucceflors,will, grant and ordain,
that the Minifter or Minifters, Elders, Deacons and T'ruftees of the faid
Church and Congregaticn, and their fuccefiors, may, at any time here-
after, build and erect one or more edifices and churches, within our faid
city of New-York, and provide for the Minifter and Minifters and offi-
cers thereof, and have full power and authority, for the due and regular
ordering and managing the affairs of the faid Church and Churches, on
the days and times of election herein before appointed, and to eleét fuch
a further or greater -number of Elders, Deacons and T'ruftees, and other
officers, as fhall be neceffary and converient for the faid Church and
Churches ; and that they fhall have all the powers and privileges here-
in before granted, and may a& and condu® themfelves in the manner
' hercin
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hercin before dire@ted and allowed ; and that it fhall and may be lawful
for them and their fucceflors, to enlarge, amend, adorn and alter
the Church already built, and the fuid Church and Churches, that may
be hereafter built, and to enlarge the cemitry and cemitries thercof, and
to purchafe and build houfes and gardens for their Minitter and Minufters,
and other ofticers, for the time being, and to amend and repair the fame
as occafion may require : AND LASTLY, we do alfo for us, our heirs
and fucceflors, ordain, and grant unto the faid Minifters, Elders, Dea-
cons and Truftees of the Prefbyterian Church of the city of New-York,
according to the Weftminfter Confeffion of Faith, Catechifins and Dircc-
tory, in communion with the Church of Scotland, and their 1'uccc1ﬁ?rs tor
ever, by thefe prefents, that this our grant fhall be firm, good, efictual
and available 1n all things in the law, to all intents, coniirtn&}ons :}nd
purpofes whatfocver ; accoiding to our intent and meaning herein before
declarcd, and fhall be conftiued, reputed and adjudged in all cafes,
moft to the honour of our Royal bounty, and moft tavourable to_the be-
nefitand advantage of the faid Minifters, Elders, Deacons nnd.’l‘ruﬂec_s
of the Prefbyterian Church of the city of New-York, and their fuccet-
fors for ever, according to the Weftminfier Confetlion of Faith, C:uc-’
chifms and Dire&tory, in communion with the Church of Scotland; altho
esprefs mention of the true limits of the lot of ground, Chursh,
Chorch-yard, and premifes above-mentioned, is not hercin made, or
any ftatute, acts, ordinances, provifion, proclamation, or reftriction hure.
totore had, made, enacted, ordained or provided, or any falfe rec.nal,
mif-recital, defect, default, imperfetion, or any other matter, caufe or
thing, whatfoever to the contrary hereof notwithftanding, 1N TES-
TEMONY whereof, we have caufed thefe our Letters to be made patent;
and the great Seal of our faid Province to be hereunto affixed,and the fame
to be entered of record in our Secretary’s office of our faid Province, 1n
ons of the .books of patents there remaining: Witnefs our trufty and
wellbeloved,® &, &, &9,

N UMBE R VL

WaiTERALL, Fuly 29th, 1766,
SIR, '

"1S Majefty having been pleafed, by an order in Courcil, to refer

to us, for our confideration and report, a Detition of the prefent
Minifters of the Prefbyterian Church in the city of New-Yerk, praying
tobe incorporated by a Charter, under the feal of the Province of New-
York, for the purpofes fet forth in the faid Petition; we think it ne-
ceflary, (not only from a confideration of the nature of this Petition in
general, but alfo, as it refers to a like application, formerly made by the
faid Minifters, to Lieutenant-Governor Delancey ; and to proccedings
had thereupon) to fend you the enclofed copy of the faid Petition, de-
firing that you will, after having communicated it to the Ccunci],[ for
D 2 uch
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fuch advice and information, as they may be able to give you upon it,
report to us, in the fulleft manner, the prefent ftate and eondition of
this Proteftant eftablithment; and alfo, all the proceedings upon the Pe-
tition, alledged to have been prefented in the adminiftration of Mr. De-
lancey ; and the reafons, why fuch Petition did not fucceed at that
time; with your opinion, whether, from any particular circumftance in
the prefent ftate of the Province of New-York, there are any objections
to complying with a requeft, which, in the geneial and abftracted view
of it, appears to us to be noways improper or unreafopable.

We are, Siry

Your moft obedient fervants,

DARTMOUTH.
JOHN ROBERTS.
Wwm., FITZHERBERT.

PALMERSTON.

A trus copy, examined this 2d of February, 1768, by
’ GOL. BANYVAR, D. Cr. Coux.

NUMBER VI

To his Excellency Sir Henry MoorE, Ba-
ronet, Captain-General and Governor in
Chief of the Province of New-York, and
the Territories ‘thereon depending, 1n
AmMERIca, Vice-Admiral of the fame,

&c. in Council ;

The PETITION of the Minifters, Elders, Deacons,
and Truftees of the Prefbyterian Church of the City
of New-York, according to the Weftminfter Confeffion
of Faith, Catechifms and Directory, agreeable to the
Eftablithed Church of Scotland;

Moft bumdly fheweth,

HAT your Petitioners are informed, that vour Excellency was
pleafed, on the feurth day of February, inftant, to lay a Petitipn

Lucly preterred by your Petitioners to the King'’s moft Excellent M}i{xe-
Ys
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fly, for a Charter, and a draft of the Charter, they prayed for, before
the Honourable the Board of Council, for their repert thereon to your
Excellency, in purfuance of a letter of reference, fent to your Excellen-
¢y from the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations.

And, as your Excellency and the Honourable Board may juftly expect
to be waited upon by your Petitioners, to be afcertained of the truth or
fuch of the fa@ls in the faid Petition fuggefted, as may, perhaps, be
thought to require proof ; and your Petitioners are extremely defirous
to give full fatisfaction, and to enable your Excellency to report on this
fubject to their Lordfhips, by the return of the Packet which arrived
yelterday,

Your Petitioners, therefore, beg leave, in this way, to fignify their rea-
dinefs to attend the commands of your Excellency, and the Ho-
nourable Board ; and moft humbly pray, if therc aie any facts
not fo notorious as to require proot, that a note of them muy be
fignified by the Clerk of the Council, and a fhort day appointed
for your Petitioners to exhibit the evidences that may be delired;
and your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.

OHN RODGERS,) In behalf of themfelves and the
OSEPH TREAT, ) reft of the Petitioners.

New-Yorxk, 17h Feb, 1767.

N U M B E R VIL

AT a Council held at Fort George, in the City of New-
York, on Wednefday the 15th Day of April, 1767;

P R E 8§ E N T,

His Excellency Sir HENrRY MoorE, Bart. Captain-Ge-
neral, &c.

Mr. Horfmanden, Mr. Delancey,

Mr. Smith, Mr. Apthorpe,

Mr. Watts, Mr. Reade,

Mr. Walton, Mr. Morris,

R. READE, from the Committee, to whom, by order of the
) 4th day of Fcbruary laft, was referred the letter of the 2qth of -
July, 1766, trom the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations ;
and the Petition therein enclofed, of the Minifters of the Prefbyterian |

Church in the city of New-York, praying a Charter of Incorporation, -
prefented
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prefented to his Excellency ; the Committee’s report thereupon, which
being read, was, on the quettion being put, agreed to and approved of.

Mr. Smith, who is named in the Petition, on which the report is
grounded, as one of the Petitioners, was not of the Committee; nor gave
any opinion on the queftion, whether the Council agreed to the report.

The Council humbly advifed his Excellency, to tranfmit a copy of
the report to the Right Honourable the Lords Commiilioners for Trade
and Plantations ; and that as the Petition in queftion, was referred by
their Lordfhips to his Excellency for his opinion, after having commu-
nicated the fame to the Council, no other copy of the report be deliver-
ed, until their Lordthips fhall have acknowledged the receipt of the copy
{o to be tranfmitted by his Excellency ; which is ordered accordingly:
And the report being ordered to be entered in the minutes, is as fol-
lows, viz. :

May it pleafe your Exccllency,

N obedience to your Excellency’s order in Council, of the 4th uld-

mo, referring to us a letter of the 2gth July laft, from the Lords
Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations ; and requiring our advice and
information on the Petition therein enelofed, lately prefented to his Ma-
jefty, by the ¢ prefent Miniiters of the Prefbyterian Church in the city
of New-York, praying to be incorporated by a Charter, under the feal of
the Province of New-York, for the purpofes fet forth in the faid Peti-
tion.” The Committee have duly confidered the fame, and beg leave
to reprefent to your Excellency,

That, on the 8th of February, 1459, a Petition was preferred to Lieu-
tenant Governor Delancey, by the ¢ Minifter, Elders, and Deacons of
the Lutheran Church of the city of New-York,” praying to be incor-
porated ; and afterwards, on the 14th March following, reported by the
Committee to whom it was referred, and a Charter advifed to be granted
to the Petitioners. That on the 3oth March, 1759, a like Petition was
prefented to Mr. Delancey by the ¢ Minifter, Elders, Deacons and
Truftees of the Prefbyterian Church of the city of New-York,” and re-
ferred to a Committee. That on the gth of February, 1763, an appli-
cation of the {fame nature was made by the ¢ Minifter, Elders and Dea-
cons of the reformed Proteftant Dutch Church of the townthip of Orange,”
and referred to a Committee.  That on the 16th of Murch, 1763, a Pe-
tition of the ¢ Minifter, Elders and Deacons of the French Proteftant
Church of the city of New-York,” praying to be incorporated, was read
in Council, and likewife referred to a Committee.  And, that on the gth
of September, 1763, the Lutherans, by a fecond Petition, prayed a war-
rant might iffue to the Attorney-General, to prepare a draft of the
Charter, ordered on their former Petition ; both which Petitions, the
Council advifed Mr. Colden to traniimit to the Right Honourable the
Lords Commiflioners for Trade and Plantations. "That Mr. Colden,
whofe reafons will appear by his letters on this fubjedt, did trantmit the
faid two petitions ; and receive their Lordfhips anfwer, by their letter
of the 15th of July, 1764, wherein is the following paragraph. “hWe

: ave
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have attentively confidered the petition of the Minifter, Elders and Dea-
cons of the Lutheran Church, praying for a Charter of Incorporation ;
and though we fhall be at all times defirous of concurring in any mea-
fure, that may contribute to the fatisfaltion of every pious community,
the principles of which are not adverfe to the religious conttitution of
thefe kingdoms ; yet it does not appear to us, from any thing fet forth in
their pet:tion, that fuch an Incorporation is at prefent neceflary or ex-
edient.”

P Except theCharters granted to the Church of England, allthe inftances
of fuch Incorporations within this province (four only in number) are
confined to the Dutch, whofe claims to this diftin&tion, are, the Com-
mittee apprehend, grounded on one of the articles of Capitulation, on
the furrender of the colony in the year 1664 ; by which itis declared,
that the Dutch here, fhall enjoy the liberty of their confciences in
divine worfhip, and Church difcipline.”

In the petition now under confideration, it is aflerted as an induce-
ment to the Royal grant: ¢ That his Majefty’s fubjeéts of the province
of New-York, Dutch and Englith of the Prefbyterian . perfuation, are
agreat majority of the whole number of its inhabitants.,” This fuggef-
tion, though it fhould be allowed in refpect to numbers, cannot be admit-
ted, as to the conneltion it fuppofes between the people of thofe two
denominations : The Dutch were originally part of the Church of Hol-
land, and conform themfelves to the dotrine, worfhip and difcipline
approved by the national Synod at Dordrecht. Whereas, the prayer of
the petitioners, is to be incorporated by the ¢ name and flile of the
Minifters, Elders, Deacons and Truftecs of the Prefbyterian Church of
the city: of New-York, according to the Weftmintter Confeffion of Faith,
Catechifms and Directory, agreeable to the prefent eftablithed Church of
Scotland+”---In regard to the other alligations in the petition, the Com-
mittee difcover no effential or material difference in the circumftances of
the petitioners, and the other Proteftant congregations, not of the com-

.munion of theChurch of England, whereon to ground any preference.---

But, itis afferted by the petitioners, that the old Englifh ftatutes of uni-
formity, do not extend to America ; Whether thefe ftatutes, or that
of the gth Anne, cap. 5, which is made an affential part of the A& of
Union, do or do not extend to the Plantations, is a queftion of which
the Committee do not conceive themfelves competent judges; and
which appears neceflary to be determined on the higheft authority, pre-
vious to any final refolution on the petition, left fuch Incorporations
might be confidered as repugnant to the provifions in thofe ftatutes. All
which is humbly fubmitted, -

By Order of the Committce,
JOS. READE, CuairMax.
City of New-YorK, 24th March, 1767

NUMBER
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To his Excellency Sir Henry MoorE, Ba-
ronet, Captain-General and Governor in
Chief of the Province of New-York, and
the Territories thereon depending, in A-

merica, and Vice-Admiral of the fame,"
&ec.

The PETITION of Joux RopcErs, and Joserm
TRreAT, the prefent Minifters of the Prefbyterian
Church of the City of New-York, according to the
Weftminfter Confeffion of Faith, Catechifms and Di-
rectory, agreeable to the eftablithed Church of Scot-
land ; and of others, the prefent Elders, Deacons, and
Truftees of the faid Church ;

Moft bumbly fheweth,

T HAT your Petitioners had lately the honour to prefer a Peti-
tion to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, for aCharter; the only
means to enable them to hold a fmall eftate, for the pious ufe of main-
taining the worthip of God; and abfolutely neceflary to that end, in a
country, where, on account of the variety of Proteftant denominations,
there is no general Legiflative aid for the fupport of the Gofpel ; and
fufficiently evinced by the grant of many fuch Charters, fome to congre-
gations of the communion of the Church of England, and fome to Low
Dutch Proteftant Prefbyterians, of the communion of the national re-
formed Churches of the United Provinces.

That this Petition was referred to the Lords Commiffioners for Trade
and Plantations, and by their Lordfhips to your Excellency, in the
courfe of the laft year ; "and your Petitioners underftand, that the defign
of their Lordfrips reference was, that your Excellency, with the help of
his Majefty’s Council here, might be enabled to give fatistaltory infor-
mation concerning the fals fuggefted by the Petitioners to the Crown,
as motives for this mark of his Majefty’s favour to them, and others, his
matural born fubjedis, of their rerfuafion. Th

at
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That your Excellency was pleafed to lay their Lordthips letter, with a
copy of the faid Petition, and the draft of the Charter defired, before
the Board of Council, on the fourth day of February laft; whofe report
thereon was delivered in writing to your Excellency, as your Petitioners
are informed, on Wednefday the 15th inftant,

Your Petitioners proceeding upon the intimations of their Agent in
London, that information concerning facts, was the main ground of the
reference of the Lards of Trade to your Exceliency; thought it their du-
ty, to declare their readinefs to attend, at the command of your Excel-
lency, and the Honourable the Board of Council ; to exhibit proofs, if any
were neceffary, at any thort day, after notice of the points that might be
thought to require them. This was done by a Petition they took the
liberty to prefer to your Excellency, on the feventeenth of February
laft; but your Petitioners have never been informed that any fuch atten-
dance was required.

That the neceflity of a Charter is lately increafed by an additional
grant to your Petitioners, or fome of them, of a piece of ground for
pious ufes; from the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of this city, on
which a new Church is now building : That the want of an opportuni-
ty to know the contents of the report of the Gentlemen of the Council,
before it is tranfmitted, may not only retard yaur Petitioners moft hum-
ble fuit to his Majefty, and the report of the Lords of Trade; but give
their Lordfhips the trouble of a fecond reference, and your Excellency
and the Council of a fecond report ; if there fhould be thought to be a
feeming repugnancy between the fuggeftions in the petition and thofe
in the report.

Your Petitioners, therefore, moft humbly pray, that your Excellency
will be pleafed to order them, either a copy of the report, or of
fuch paragraphs as may be thought unfavourable to their peti-
tion; or at leaft, an abftra& or note of their contents, that after
a hearing before your Excellency, their Lordfhips may be ac-
quainted with the true meaning of the report of the Committee
of the Council ; and though yeur Petitioners humbly conceive,
that applications to the Crown for lands and offices, and efpeci-
ally for public franchifes, are mot fecrets of ftate ; yet your Pe-
titioners beg leave to affure your Excellency, that the copy of
the report requefted, if delivered, fhall not be publithed before its
arrival in England; and that they are willing to {ubmit to fuch
guards, for that end, as your Excellency fhall think fit to pre-
fcribe ; and your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray,
&, ‘

JOHN RODGERS, ) On behalf of themfelves and
JOSEPH TREAT, ) the rcft of the Petitioners,

New-Yorxk, 20th April, 1767. _
E NUMBER
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At a Council held at Fort George, in the City of New- -
York, on Wednefday the Twenty-feventh Day of
January, 1768 ;

P R E 8§ E N T,
His Excellency Sir HENry Moore, Bart. Captain Ge-

neral, &c.
Mr. Horfmanden, Mr. Reade,
Mr. Watts, Mr. Morris,
Mr. Walton, Mr. Smith, jum
Mr. Delancey, Mr. Cruger.

Mr. Apthorpe,
H 1S Excellency laid before the Board, his Majefty’s order in Coun-

cil, of the 26th day of Auguft laft; which was read, and ordered
10 be entered into the minutes, and is as follows---that is to fay ;

At the Court of St. JAMES’s,
The Twenty-fixth Day of Auguft, 1767,

P R E s E N T, ;
The KING’ moft EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

Archbithop of Canterbury, Vifcount Falmouth,
Lord Prefident, . Vifcount Barrington,
Duke of Grafton, Lord Le Defpencer,
Earl of Shelburpe, Mr. Secretary Conwaya
Vifcount Townfhend, | )

HEREAS, there was this day read at the Board, a report

from the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of
Council for Plantation affairs, dated the 24th of this inflant; in the words
following, wiz.

“ YOUR Majefty having been pleafed, by your order in Council,
« of the 28th of May, 1766, to dire@ the Lords Commiffioners for
“ Trade and Plantations, to confider and report their opinion, to this

¢ Committee,
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% Committec, upon a petition of the prefent Minifters, Elders, Dea-

“ cons and Truftees of the Prefbyterian Church of New-York; humbly

“ praying, for the reafons therein contained, that your Majefty would

% be gracioufly pleafed, to create them a body politic and corporate, by

“ the name and ftile of the Minifters, Elders, Deacons, and Truftees of

“ the Prefbyterian Church of the city of New-York, according to the

“ Weftminfter Confeffion of Faith, Catechifms and DireCtory, agreeable

“ to the prefent Church of Scotland ; and that they, and their fuecef-

“fors, may be thereby enabled, under the great Seal of the Province,
“to hold, and enjoy the faid Church ang ground belonging to the
% fame ; and to acquire and hold a farther eftate, and enjoy fuch other
¢ powers and privileges, as may be neceffary for the encouragement of
“ religious worthip; and that your Majefty would be gracioufly pleaf-
“ed, to nt them fuch other aid, protection and countenance, as
“ to your Royal wifdom fhould feem meet. And the faid Lords Com-
“ miffioners having, in obedience to your Majefty’s faid order of re-
“ ference, reported to this Commitree, that it appearing, as well upon
“ the face of the faid petition itfelf, as from other papers in pofleflion
“ of that Board, that many proccedings had been had before the Coun-
“ cil of New-York, touching an application of the Prefbyterian Church
“ there, for a Charter of Incorporation ; it was thought advifeable to
“ tranfmit a copy of the faid petition to the Governor there, with direc-
“ tions to communicate the fame to the Council, for their advice and
“ information thereupon, and to report in the fulleft manner, the pre-
“ fent ftate and condition of this Proteftant eftablifhment ; and alfo all
“ the proceedings upon a petition to the fame effct prefented to them,
“ during the adminiftration of Lieutenant Governor Colden, and the
“ reafons why fuch application did not fucced at that time? That, in
“ return to this reference to the Governor of New-York, he had late-
“ ly tranfmitted to the faid Lords Commiffioners, a report made to him
“ thereupon, by a Committee of your Majefty’s Council there; wherein
“ is fet forth notonly a true account of the proceedings and precedents,
“ to which the petition to your Majefly refers, but a doubt is likewife
“ flated of great weight and importance in this queftion, v/z. Whether
* your Majefty, confiftent with the obligation you are under by your
“ Coronation Oath, founded on the At of the sth of Queen Anne,
“ cap. g, intituled, ¢ An At for fecuring the Church of England, as by
% Law eftablithed,” can create fuch an eftablift ment in favour of the
“ Prefbyterian Church, as is now requefled. Which queftion, the faid
“ Lords Commiffioners, conceive to be of too great importance for them
“to decide upon ; but, upon the fulleft confideration, of what is ftated
“in the report of the Council of New-York, they are of opinion, that
“ independant of the objetion arifing out of this queftion, it is not ex-
* pedient upon principles of general policy, to comply with the prayer
“ of this petition, orto give the Prefbyterian Church of New-York,
“ any other privileges and immunities, than it is entitled to by the laws
“ of toleration. The Lords of the Committee, having maturely con-
* fidered the whole of this matter, do agree in opinion with theL fa‘iid
¢ Lords

ANk
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¢ Lords Commiffioners ; and therefore humbly report to your Majefly,
C thoe 16 Fod petion aveht o be Qi ¢ " FOR 10 yous Maichy

His Majefty taking the faid report into confideration, was pleafed,
with the advice of his Privy Council, to approye thereof ; and ta order,
as it is hereby ordered, that the faid petition’of the Miniters, Elders, Dga-
cons and Truftees, of the Prefbyterian Chyrch of New=York, be difmif-
fed this Board. Whereof the Governor, Lieytenant Governar, or Com:
mander in Chief of his Majefty's Province of New-York, for the time
being, and alj others whom 1t may congern, areto take natice, and govem
t,helnaelvcg accordingly, '

W. RLAIR,

Ordered, that the Clerk of the Council, be at liberty to deliver
copies of the faid report, and of the proceedings of this Roard, in relati-
on to the petition refered to in the faid report, to any perfong wha fhall
make application for the fame.

The recedi,nfg are true copies of the ariginal minutes, examined
this 2gth day of January, 1768, by me,

GOL. BANYAR, D. Cr. Copw






