
The 
 svp 

esbyterian 

JOURNAL 

PPORTING  THE  ENLARGEMENT  OF  A  PRESBYTERIAN  WITNESS  LOYAL  TO  SCRIPTURE  AND  THE  REFORMED  FAITH 

APRIL  12,  1978 
VOL.  36,  NO.  50 

$6.00  A  YEAR 

At  Face  Value 

A  person's  approach  to  Scripture  might  be  likened to  this  example:  When  you  punch  the  numbers  on 
one  of  those  electronic  pocket  calculators,  you  take 
the  figures  appearing  in  the  window  absolutely  at 
face  value.  It  never  occurs  to  you  to  doubt  their 
accuracy.  But  when  you  read  a  historical  novel  for 
review  purposes,  you  mentally  stand  aloof  from  it  all, 
constantly  asking,  "Can  this  account  really  be 
trusted?"  That's  what  "the  battle  over  the  Bible"  is  all about. 

We  have  never  known  a  theological  problem  to 
develop  around  the  differences  between  the  accounts 
of  battle  casualties  as  recorded  in  II  Samuel  and  I 
Chronicles.  But  we  have  seen  serious  theological 
problems  develop  concerning  basic  salvation  themes 
when  one  side  staunchly  defended  inerrancy  and  the 
other  side  disavowed  inerrancy  but  staunchly 
defended  its  evangelical  commitment. —The  Editor 

See  p.  7 
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ously]."  Only  a  few  states  have,  by 
passage  of  state  equal  rights  acts,  re- 

lVfsfcllftSfcfT  moved  those  inequalities.  On  numer- iTldlUJdy  ous  fronts,  women  are  denied  bene- 
fits or  rights  accorded  to  men,  or  are 

=^^^=^=^=^=^=^^=    guaranteed  those  rights  only  by  deci- 
sions of  state  or  federal  courts  on 

THE  ERA  DEBATE  constitutional  grounds. 
The  review  of  Phyllis  Schlafly's  For  example,  only  this  February 

book,  The  Power  of  the  Positive  did  a  state  court  in  Louisiana  strike 
Woman,  by  Mrs.  Gregg  Singer  in  the  down  a  state  law  permitting  husbands 
Feb.  1  Journal  raises  questions  which  to  unilaterally  alienate  community 
deserve  careful  consideration.  property.  Pension  benefits  to  widow- 

Mrs.  Schlafly  and  Mrs.  Singer  be-  ers  and  deceased  woman  wage  earners 
tray  an  alarming  ignorance  of  or  in-  and  housing  benefits  for  families  of 
difference  to  the  facts,  particularly  woman  military  personnel  were  sig- 
those  related  to  the  present  state  of  nificantly  less  until  the  U.S.  Supreme 
the  law.  Court  struck  down  the  regulations  in 

In  fact,  no  federal  statutes  have  re-  question  on  Fourteenth  Amendment 
moved  "all  inequalities  that  the  posi-  grounds. 
tive  woman  might  have  found  [previ-        Mrs.  Schlafly  also  fails  to  appreci- 
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ate  the  reality  of  women's  lives 
appears  in  her  claims  of  privile 
status  for  women.  But  for  a  si] 
cant  number,  regardless  of  man 
status,  employment  is  an  econo; 
necessity.  As  a  class,  however,  wi 
en  are,  by  education,  socializai 
and  unequal  pay  practices,  as  wel 
by  "protective"  labor  laws,  foi into  low  paying  jobs. 

Most  disturbing  is  Mrs.  Schlai 
exclusion  from  the  ranks  of  thinl 
Christians  of  those  who  sup] 
equal  rights  for  all  people.  Such 
vective  is  inconsistent  with  both  1 
and  Christian  principles. — Mrs.  Melissa  Ricl; 

Cottonwood,  Ca. 

NOT  A  DEBATE 
In  your  March  15  arti 

"Wheaton  Area  Is  Target  of  I 
Witness"  there  are  some  gross  iii 
curacies  which  I  believe  in  fair 
should  be  corrected. 

The  last  four  paragraphs  imply 
Dr.  Culver  was  participating  in  a 
bate"  with  "opponents"  on  thei 
of  homosexuality,  one  of  his  "o] 
nents"  being  the  academic  vice 
ident  of  McCormick  Theolo; 
Seminary. 

The  presbytery  was  seeking  to 
an  educational  event,  not  necess 
a  debate,  though  very  differing  c 
ions  on  the  subject  were  represet 

Further,  my  role  in  the  event  w, 
serve  as  worship  leader  and  "mo( 
tor."  There  is  quite  a  different 
tween  a  person  who  serves  as  moc 
tor  and  worship  leader  and  one 
debates  someone  as  an  opponent 
The  seminary's  position  on 

matter  was  in  no  way  presented  e 
by  myself  or  anyone  else  at  the  r 
ing.  I  did  just  what  a  moderat 
supposed  to  do — moderated 
meeting  and  summarized  the  va: 
positions  taken  by  the  speakers  J 
out  editorializing. 

Further  inaccuracies  in  your  a 
are  to  be  noted  in  the  fact  that; 
was  not  a  "public  debate  schedul 
a  prelude  to  the  UPCUSA  Chi? 
presbytery's  advisory  vote  in  A| The  Presbytery  of  Chicago  adopj 
statement  in  February  opposing 
ordination  of  homosexual  perso; 
ministers.  Nothing  is  schedule^ 
further  discussion  of  the  subjej 
April,  nor  was  this  seminar  mea 
be  a  prelude  to  any  kind  of  presb 



EDITORIALS 

And  That's  a  Fact! 
No  discussion  of  Scripture  in  Re- 

formed circles  (see  p.  7)  can  be  con- 
sidered complete  without  relating  the 

Word  to  the  Spirit  and  the  Spirit  to 
the  Word. 
"The  Spirit  breathes  upon  the 

Word  .  .  ."  in  the  language  of  the  old 
hymn.  It  is  the  Spirit  who  opens  the 
Word  and  who  applies  the  Word- 
enlightening  the  mind  and  renewing 
the  will  by  means  of  the  Word. 

Here's  a  mind-bender  to  unravel: 
Just  as  there  is  no  word  from  the  Liv- 

ing Word  save  through  the  written 
Word,  so  there  is  no  saving  or  sancti- 

fying word  from  the  written  Word  or 
the  Living  Word  save  by  the  Holy 
Spirit — who  points  not  to  Himself 
but  to  Christ. 

That  much,  Reformed  theology 
unanimously  believes  and  professes. 
But  there  is  more.  And  without  the 
rest,  Reformed  theology  tends  to 
move  in  tighter  and  tighter  concentric 
circles  until  sometimes  it  seems  almost 

"Equal  rights  for  all  citizens"  is  a 
phrase  much  used  in  the  current 
discussion  of  homosexuality.  Let  us 
consider  this  matter  by  using  a  true 
story  from  another  field  as  an 
analogy. 

A  respected  California  citizen  was 
convicted  of  driving  under  the  in- 

fluence of  alcohol  and  causing  an  ac- 
cident. He  was  given  a  mere  fine  and 

an  admonition,  for  he  was  the  presi- 
dent of  a  prestigious  educational  in- 

stitution. Some  months  later  while 
chancellor  of  the  university,  the  same 
man,  again  driving  under  the  in- 

fluence of  alcohol,  was  responsible 
for  a  more  serious  accident  which 
took  the  lives  of  two  ladies. 

Here  was  a  citizen  of  prominence, 
scholarship,  culture  and  position.  But 
he  was  denied  a  citizen's  right  to  drive 
a  car.  Was  the  revoking  of  his  license 
an  undue  discrimination  of  the  rights 

to  turn  inward  upon  itself. 
Biblical  theology  which,  in  the 

hands  (and  hearts)  of  a  Calvin  or  a 
Knox,  turned  the  world  upside  down, 
in  the  hands  of  a  20th-century  Calvin 
Doe  or  Knox  Roe  sometimes  fizzles 
like  a  wet  fuse  and  wins  as  many  vic- 

tories as  a  Don  Quixote. 
The  difference  is  power  and  that, 

beyond  the  slightest  shadow  of 
doubt,  means  the  quickening  of  the 
Holy  Spirit — "Tarry  ye  in  Jerusalem 
until  ye  be  endued  with  power  from 
on  high."  This  concept,  power  for 
witnessing  and  service,  is  one  that 
modern  Reformed  theology  too  long 
has  neglected. 

The  Spirit  not  only  breathes  upon 
the  Word,  He  breathes  upon  the  be- 

liever. This  simple  but  oh!  so  impor- 
tant truth  has  been  sensed  and  eagerly 

pursued  by  Pentecostals  and  charis- 
matics — Christians  who  in  their  pur- 

suit of  spiritual  power  too  often  have 
misunderstood  and  even  abused  the 

due  all  citizens?  Or  rather  had  this 
man  not  forfeited  his  right  to  a 
driver's  license  by  his  first  conviction, 
and  doubly  forfeited  it  by  the  second 
accident  in  which  his  drunken  driving 
destroyed  two  innocent  lives? 

Likewise,  we  hold  that  a  practicing 
homosexual  forfeits  the  so-called 
"equal  rights  due  all  citizens"  and should  not  be  placed  in  a  position  of 
authority  over  our  children,  either  as 
a  teacher  or  as  a  preacher. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  upheld  the  right  of  a  school 
board  to  drop  a  teacher  known  to  be 
a  practicing  homosexual.  The  law  of 
the  Lord  condemns  all  homosexual 
acts  as  sin  (Gen.  19:1-11;  Lev.  18:22, 
20:13;  Rom.  1:18-32;  I  Cor.  6:9-10;  I 
Tim.  1:8-10),  and  the  sole  function  of 
the  Church  as  a  spiritual  government 
is  to  declare,  administer  and  enforce 
the  law  of  Christ  as  given  in  His 
Word.— William  C.  Robinson.  EE 

"gifts"  aspect  of  the  precious  do 
trines  of  grace. 

Too  often  it  has  been  insisted  that 
Christian  manifesting  the  fruits  of  tF 
Spirit  must  also  manifest  some  dr 
matic  gift  of  the  Spirit,  or  he  is 
"second-class"  Christian.  Not  so!  ! 
While  the  Apostle  Paul  sugges 

that  every  Christian  may  claim  one  i 
more  of  the  Spirit's  gifts,  he  qui1 
specifically  rejects  the  notion  that  ai1 
of  the  more  spectacular  or  "publW ones  may  be  claimed  by  every  Chri 
tian  or  even  by  many  Christians.  F<< 
some,  the  gift  may  be  to  serve  by  on 
standing  and  waiting. 

But  a  divine  enduement  must  a 
company  the  Spirit's  testimony  b 
in,  of  and  through  the  Word,  or  tl1 
Christian's  testimony  (in  or  out  of  tl 
pulpit)  will  remain  powerless. 

And  that's  a  fact! 

When  We  Reach  Fifty 
I 

Something  seems  to  happen  whi 
one  reaches  the  age  of  fifty.  Part 
physical  but  largely  emotional,  we  a 
inclined  to  view  our  lives  as  half  fi> 
or  half  empty.  Like  the  alcoholic  wi 
his  half  empty  bottle,  we  are  inclin' 
to  demonstrate  something  akin 
desperation — that  life  is  passing  us  1< 
without  our  having  accomplished  $ we  want  to. 
When  brought  face  to  face  wi 

this  reality  of  our  limited  human  ei 
istence,  some  men  and  women  wi 
make  a  desperate  attempt  to  hang  t 
to  their  youth  by  way  of  mod  cloti 
ing,  teen-age  slang,  teen-age  fads  ai 
occasionally  through  "last  flings! 
with  younger  women;  these  all  too  4 
ten  wind  up  with  a  divorced  grandj 
wondering  what  hit  him. 

Time,  far  from  being  our  servaJ 
and  our  ally,  becomes  a  grim  eneni 
that  all  the  pills,  paints  and  potio 
cannot  banish.  At  twenty,  it  woui 
seem  that  we  have  time  and  ener, 
enough  for  just  about  anything  th  l 
takes  our  fancy.  At  forty,  havii* 
achieved  a  measure  of  maturil' 
stability  and  security,  most  of 
begin  to  use  our  time  for  a  few  mo1 
civic  or  community  pursuits,  as  if  I 
reassure  ourselves  that  we  are  i< 
volved,  useful  citizens. 

But  the  magic  mid-century  ma1 seems  to  bring  about  a  new  awarent 
of  time,  that  it  is  not  from  a  bottoi? 
less  well  to  be  frittered  away.  This  i 

Equal  Rights  Are  Forfeited 
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