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the

Idvocating continuation of a Presbyterian Church loyal to Scripture and the Reformed faith

In Vain
One scans World Council of Churches publications in vain

for an expression of concern that men know Jesus Christ, be

baptized as He has commanded and be added to the Lord in

the Church of Christ. Conciliar leaders plead constantly that

mission must be to "the whole man." What they mean is that

mission must be to bodies, minds and social organizations. Con-

cern for the immortal souls of men is not only neglected: it is

scorned.

The articles, pamphlets and books pouring forth from Ge-

neva and the conciliar mission boards are directed very largely

(and in many cases exclusively) to carrying on mission con-

ceived as humanization.

Some denominations abroad have ceased evangelizing —
and growing. Some boards recall missionaries who are active

in evangelism . . . Publicity, personnel and cash are given to de-

velopment, not discipling. The focus remains unswervingly

on man.

—Donald McGavran

(See p. 7)
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MAILBAG*

PRAISE THE LORD!
My father left a copy of the Pres-

byterian Journal which I have been
reading. I am, to say the least, con-

fused.

You see, my parents, now divorced,

were (and still are) members of the

United Presbyterian Church here in

Oak Hill. When I was about 12

years old (I am now 23) , I became
a member. But I have only been a

Christian for about 3 months. It

wasn't through a Presbyterian church
that I found my Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ. Why?
I was never taught salvation or

blood atonement there. In fact, I

was always told people who took

the
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their religion seriously were a bunch
of fanatics. Now I am married and
have a young child. I have been
born again through Jesus Christ. I

have come to see the UP Church for
what it is.

But what's this? Evangelism in
your Journal? A quote from Ram-
sey Pollard that schools that teach
modernism have sinned? A strong
stand against permissiveness in an
editorial? Praise the Lord! The en-
tire UP Church is not apostate!

But what of local churches? What
about local UP members whose lives

have been blackened by divorce, al-

cohol and spiritual confusion? What,
about the UP Church in Chillio-

cothe that is popularly referred to

as a country club? Honestly, I won-
der if the UP Churches I have been
to — here and in Florida — are
even connected to the same organi-
zation which publishes this Journal!

Why don't you spread the wonder
ful truth of salvation to the UP
ministers so they can tell their con
gregations about it? We need unity,

but not in apostate organizations
such as the National and World
Council of Churches. Rather in the

name of Jesus Christ. We need born
again believers who are looking for

their Utopia in heaven (where there

will be no denominations) and not
the liberal modernists who think
they can build a perfect society on
the earth and that this is Christian

doctrine.

If my family and I had known Je-
sus earlier, there wouldn't have been
two divorces (my parents and my
own) . If we had been "fanatics"

earlier, we all would have found hap-
piness. I hate to say it, but some of

the UP churches are sending a lot

of people to hell by not letting them
know about the salvation which is

available in Jesus Christ. They let

tradition and formalism take the

place of Jesus.

No, we don't really need churches

to find Jesus. He can be found any-

time, anyplace. But it certainly is

a shame to have so many buildings

and so much money going into "dig-

nified country clubs." I pray for re-

vival!

—Mike Needham
Oak Hill, Ohio

There's a letter expressing both the

frustration and the hope of this min-

istry. God willing, there will be a

Presbyterian Church in this country

through which people will find Jesus

Christ.—Ed.



ig at school. They are responsible

>r bearing witness to Jesus Christ,

we have believed in Christ as our
iviour and have acknowledged
[im as our Lord, then we ought to

e willing to make it known. There
e many ways of witnessing for

hrist. It is possible to do it in such

way that we appear self-righteous

ad arrogant. Of course, we want to

void giving this appearance, but

lat does not give us an excuse for

ot witnessing at all. In our con-

ersation we ought to let it be
nown that we believe in Christ and
rat we are grateful for what He has

one for us. We can let it be known,
ithout seeming self-righteous, that

re go to church and that the life

nd work of the church is important

3 us. Just as the words we speak

bout Christ and His Church are im-

ortant, so is it important that we
ve lives consistent with the words
;e speak. This means that our
jeech will be clean, wholesome and
everent ... no dirty jokes and
tories and none that make light of

oly things. It means being clean

nd honest in our conduct ... re-

jecting the character and reputa-

on of the people we date. It means
eing kind and considerate of other

tudents and of teachers. When
ve say that Christ means much to

is, our lives ought to show it.

The purpose of witnessing is to

lonor God. We do this not only

)y telling and showing how much
Christ means to us but also by try-

ng to win others to believe in Him
ind to trust Him as their Saviour.

vVe do not do all that witnessing de-

nands until we at least try to lead

omeone else to Christ. In the school

ituation we have some splendid op-

portunities to speak to our friends

md acquaintances about their need
)f Christ and His love for them.
Christ is not ashamed of us. Does
t sometimes appear that we are

ishamed of Him?

PROGRAM LEADER: As we be-

*in another school year let us not
make the mistake of thinking that

ichool is just an interval of time to

be endured until we can get down
to the real business of living. Our
ichool years are a very important
part of our lives, and we need to en-

ter into this time with seriousness of

purpose and with the prayer that
God will enable us to make the best

use of it for our good and His glory.

Closing Prayer. IB

BOOKS

JOHN CALVIN VS. THE WEST-
MINSTER CONFESSION, by Holmes
Rolston 111. John Knox Press, Rich-

mond, Va. Paper, 124 pp. $2.95. Re-

viewed by the Rev. William C. Robin-

son, Claremont, Calif.

The Marrow issue in Scotland and
the antinomian controversy in Eng-

land show that it has not been easy

for Reformed theology to steer a

safe course between the Scylla of le-

galism and the Charybdis of license.

Thornwell put the matter thus:

Christ is always crucified between
two thieves, neonomianism that

steals from Him the glory of justify-

ing His people, and antinomianism
which deprives Him of the honor of

sanctifying them. If the thesis of

this book can contribute toward eas-

ing these tensions, by all means let

us consider it.

Rolston sees grace preceding law
in Calvin and law coming before

grace in Westminster. For the Re-

former, grace is at the center of God
with law as its instrument or means.

Sin is primarily the failure of man
to be grateful for grace, then dis-

obedience to God's will. As created,

man is grace-receiving. His first ob-

ligation is to own and trust in God.
He is not made to achieve righteous-

ness on his own and glory in him-
self. Abraham believed in giving

glory to God. If there are riches of

grace that we have not yet found in

Calvin, let us by all means do so.

We fear, however, that Rolston has

made the contrast more absolute

than his sources warrant. Certainly

there is grace in the covenant of life

according to such federal theologians

as Rollock, A. A. Hodge and Dab-
ney, and much law in Calvin.

Thus we have reservations con-

cerning the presentation of the sig-

nificant thesis of this book: the de-

scription of Adam as myth; the re-

duction of Calvin's three uses of the

law to two, omitting that the law is

given to restrain transgression; the

use of Calvin to fault federal

theology for not teaching universal

grace at creation, and then faulting

Calvin for not carrying through a

complete universalism.

Rolston credits Calvin with teach-

ing a righteousness of God com-
municated to man both by imparta-

tion and by imputation. Then he

insists that there is not the slightest

hint in Westminster that righteous-

ness in God is anything more than
a demanding attribute. And yet our
standards teach a communication of

righteousness by imputation in jus-

tification, and an infusion of grace

to renew the whole man after the

image of God in sanctification (Larg-

er Catechism, 75,77)

.

In the midst of this discussion,

Rolston quotes portions of a

sentence from Calvin's refutation

of Osiander (Institutes, III, xi, 3)

.

In so doing he omits from Calvin's

sentence, "that Christ may justify

us by the power of His death and
resurrection." Osiander derives our
righteousness from Christ's divine

nature by a pantheistic transfusion

without any reference to what Christ

wrought for us in His human life

of obedience and His death for our

sins.

The emphasis in Calvin falls on
what Osiander omits, for example:
"When we say that grace was im-

parted to us by the merit of Christ,

we mean this: by His blood we are

cleansed, and His death was an ex-

piation for our sins .... If the ef-

fect of His shedding of blood is that

our sins are not imputed to us, it

follows that God's judgment was sat-

isfied by that price" (Institutes, II

xvii, 4) . In a magnificent summary
of what Christ has done for us in

His incarnate ministry, Calvin bids

us ever "see that our whole salva-

tion and all its parts are compre-

hended in Christ. We should,

therefore, take care not to derive the

least portion of it from anywhere

else" (Institutes, II, xvi, 19)

.

By all means let us magnify the

grace of God with Calvin, but at the

same time let us with him give to

Christ all the glory for what He suf-

fered and did — yes, and is doing

and will do — for us and for our

salvation. The grace of God is only

fully revealed in the sinless Son of

God giving himself for us fallen,

guilty, undeserving sinners. Thus
does He bring us, clad in His

righteousness, to our gracious heav-

enly Father. IB

WANTED—SERMONS regarding the War
in Vietnam and/or Patriotism preached
from Jan. 1, 1971, to present. Please

send to: P. O. Box 221, Columbia
Theological Seminary, Box 520, Decatur,

Ga. 30031.
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