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What You Believe Matters
A man becomes what he believes. Character is fashioned

largely by belief. Right belief makes for a right life. Wrong
belief makes for a wrong life.

Several years ago a business man sent out a letter to thou-

sands of people. It had nothing to do with business, with stock

market trends, or with any other related subject j it related to

religion. This man deplored the modern day changes in the

religious habits of people, and he was making a plea for people

to return to church attendance, family worship, and observance

of the Lord's Day.

He went on to say, "I am not defending the old time theo-

logy of my boyhood. I am only appealing for the old time re-

ligious habits."

What he had to say sounds awfully pious, but the mistake

he made was enormous. He would have old-fashioned godli-

ness without old-fashioned belief. But you can't have people

sound in their life and sound in their practice until they are

sound in what they believe regarding God and Christian truth.

Bruce Wideman
(See p. 7)
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MAILBAG
ANOTHER ABOUT ANGELA

As a commissioner to the 183rd

General Assembly of the United
Presbyterian Church, held recently

in Rochester, N. Y., I was one of

those who voted with the solid ma-
jority to "convey to the Council on
Church and Race (which had made
the 110,000 allocation to the Angela
Davis defense fund) our serious

questions concerning the propriety

of the allocation."

I think your readers should real-

ize that this was in effect a rebuke
to that Council. And moreover, it

was the first time in perhaps 50
years that one of our Assemblies had
administered such a slap on the
wrist to one of its own committees.

Despite frenetic attempts by our
moderator and stated clerk to

whitewash the Council and to justify

the
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its action, it is clear to the over-
whelming majority of United Pres-
byterians that our Council on
Church and Race goofed badly. And
further, one of the "serious ques-
tions" in the minds of many of us
commissioners is this: What kind of
muddled thinking led to the decision
to give $10,000 of the Lord's money
to the defense of a self-confessed
Communist, who is therefore by def-

inition an enemy of God as well as

of our country?! It is that kind of
tliinking, and acting, on the part of
some denominational leaders, that >

has led to a growing loss of confi-

dence in them all across the Church.
Last year we had a net member-

ship loss of 77,000 and again a de-

cline in General Mission giving —
predictions are being made that this

year the net membership loss may
exceed 100,000 and General Mis-
sion giving may be cut by as much
as $10 million! Some of us are won-
dering what it will take to make
our denominational leaders wake up.— (Rev.) William T. Strong

Los Angeles, Calif.

THIS AND THAT
The recent article by Walter R.

Courtenay, "Getting Ready For the
Unknown," was excellent. As an
elected office holder in an urban
area I can confirm the author's

statement that Pandora's box has
been reopened, and the forces which
crippled men and shut up forever

those which heal appear and have
been released.

In addition, I can attest to his al-

legation that we create special pro-

grams for those who fail and thus

in many cases irresponsibility with-

out stressing positive characteristics

such as integrity, industriousness,

self-sacrifice, and dependability.

America is in dire need of a spirit-

ual and moral revival.

—Gary F. Stella

Peoria, 111.

MINISTERS

Stephen E. Balogh, received from
the United Church of Christ, to

the Magyar church. Lakeland, Fla.

James Richard Blandau, former
missionary to Taiwan, to the Mt.
Pleasant church, Harrodsburg, Ky.

James B. Sherwood from Defray

Beach, Fla., to the Westminster
church, Atlanta, Ga., as assistant

pastor.



JOHN CALVIN, ed. by John Dillen-

berger. Doubleday & Co., New York,

N. Y. 590 pp. $2.45. Reviewed by the

Rev. William C. Robinson, Decatur,

Ga.

First, the editor gives a clear ac-

count o£ Calvin's life. An interest-

ing judgment here is that Calvin be-

came pastor in Geneva "through

some ceremony which qualified him
as ordained." I incline toward this

opinion, but most scholars leave un-

answered the question of Calvin's

ordination. Fundamental for Cal-

vin are the Scriptures and the Holy
Spirit.

Selections of Calvin's writings in-

cluded are man and his life, reform,

the Geneva Church, and the Insti-

tutes. In such examples of exposi-

tion there are always problems as to

which to include and which to omit.

I miss Calvin's magnificent summary
of how we owe everything to Jesus

Christ (from the second book) and
his brief opening chapter of the

third book of the Institutes on the

illumination of the Holy Spirit.

By all means get this book, teach

it to your young people, and let Cal-

vin's clarity and conciseness lead the

oncoming generation. [±1

31 stores in 8 states serving you
with this pledge ....

• To give prompt courteous service, treating our customers as you would a guest
in your tiome. • To give the best selection of merchandise from Top Quality
Fashions to basement bargains, meeting everyone's need. • To give satisfaction
guaranteed with every purchase. • To give credit terms arranged to meet your
budget needs in Stores doing credit business.

Since the opening of the first Belk-Simpson Store, it has been our
endeavor to be more in a community than just another
merchant. We have set forth a united consecrated effort, dedicated
to the tasl< of securing superior quality merchandise, giving our
customers a better value than any other merchant.

SOUTH CAROLINA
Belk-Simpson Co.
Greenville, S. C.
J. A. Ellison, Resident Mgr.

Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store
Greenville, S. C.
R. Grier Robinson, Jr., Res. Mgr.

The Dollar Store
Greenville, S. C.
R. P. Grumpier, Res. Mgr.

Belk's of Pleasantburg
Greenville, S. C.
A. M. Smith, Resident Mgr.

Belk's Department Store
Lancaster, S. C.
B. L. Plyler, Resident Mgr.

Belk's Department Store
Camden, S. C.
J. A. Hagins, Resident Mgr.

Belk's Department Store
Clinton, S. C.
D. B. Smith, Resident Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Darlington, S. C.
Paul E. Broome, Res. Mgr.

Belk's Department Store
Laurens, S. C.
David Middleton, Res. Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Abbeville, S. C.

J. S. Hagins, Resident Mgr.

Belk-Hagins Co.
Kershaw, 8. C.

C. E. Hinson, Resident Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Easley, 8. C.
R. J. Womack, Res. Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Beaufort, S. C.
Al Wilson, Res. Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Fountain Inn, 8. C
E J. Copeland, Resident Mgr
Belk-Simpson Co.
Woodruff, S. C.
F. B. Hagins, Resident Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Honea Path, S. C.
T. R. Martin, Resident Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Whitmire. S. C.
Clyde Smith, Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Manning, 8. C.
W. M. Gettys, Resident Mgr.

OHIO
Belk-Simpson Co.
Athens, Ohio
Joe Kelly, Resident Mgr.

MISSOURI
Belk-Simpson Co.
Carthage, Mo.
Charles Wilson, Res. Mgr.

OKLAHOMA
Belk Dept. Store
Miami, Oklahoma
J. T. Holmes, Resident Mgr.

NORTH CAROLINA
Belk-Simpson Co.
Hendersonville, N. C.

R. E. McCormack. Res. Mgr.

Belk's Department Store
Brevard, N. C.
J. E. Smith, Resident Mgr.

KENTUCKY
Belk-Simpson Co.
Harlan, Ky.

Delmar Tolliver, Res. Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Corbin, Ky.
W. C. Ashley, Resident Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Winchester, Ky.

T. L Beckman, Res. Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Mt. Sterling, Ky.
Willoughby Smith, Res. Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Frankfort, Ky.
J. D. Prow, Resident Mgr.

GEORGIA
Belk-Simpson Co.
Bainbridge, Ga.
M. D. Ashley, Resident Mgr.

ARKANSAS
Belk-Simpson Co.
Paragould, Ark.

W. H. Wade, Resident Mgr.

Belk-Simpson Co.
Osceola, Ark.

K. R. Cline, Resident Mgr.

These stores are a small part of the entire Belk or-

ganization and have been in existence approximately

50 years. The Belk stores were launched in 1886-88.

SEE THE MANAGER NEAREST YOU FOR CHURCH CARPET, ROBES, ETC.

THE CHRISTIAN WAY OF
DEATH, by Gladys Hunt. Zondervan
Publ. House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 117

pp. $3.50. Reviewed by the Rev. R.

Jefferson Coker Jr., pastor, Royal O:

Presbyterian Church, Marion, Va.

Here is a refreshing book based
the premise that "death, though n
er pleasant, can be triumphant for

the Christian." Mrs. Hunt shar*

heartfelt convictions based on hi

own perceptive and understanding
experience along with the experience

of others.

She treats the subjects of triumph,
deliverance, grief and sympathy ^
they relate to death. In a mo^
unique way, this book helps to pre-

pare one to meet death, whether it

be his own or that of a loved one.

The author stated the matter perfect-

ly when she said, "The Christian

way of death is linked up with the

Christian way to live. Life and death
are a package. The solution for the

first is the grand hope for the sec-

ond.

"Your reaction to death will be
conditioned by your reaction to God.
Those who are afraid of God are

most fearful of death. Those who
know Him well seem to welcome the

opportunity of being with Him.
That's the dimension that transforms

death — knowing God."

This is a fresh treatment of a

subject that has troubled man since

the beginning of time. It is easy to

read in style and vocabulary, and
the contents will be encouraging and
strengthening to the faith of every

believer.
~

i

6

u

r

'if

lU

it

BIOLOGY: A SEARCH FOR OR-
DER IN COMPLEXITY, by the Crea-

tion Research Society. Zondervan

Publ. House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 576

pp. $7.95. Reviewed by the Rev. R. Eu-

gene Hunt, pastor, First Presbyterian

Church, Greenville, Ala.

This high school biology textbook

was developed by The Creation P.e-

search Society, which has as its presi-

dent a man well known in evangeli-

cal circles. Dr. Henry M. Morris.

Truly, this is an answer to the

prayers of many people. Many
Christians have been greatly dis-

turbed over the fact that the ma-

jority of modern biologists prefer ^

the evolutionary philosophy or ori-

gins as the explanation of the fac-

tual data of biology. In fact, many
biologists today are so confident in

this position that it is taught as a

fact of science. This is seen in that
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