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No Use For Trivia

If I were you I would not sit another Sabbath under a min-

ister whose preaching was not changing my nature, making
my heart new, and transforming my character

j
no, not though

the Queen herself sat in the same loft. And I would leave the

Church even of my fathers, and become anything as far as

churches go, if I could get a minister who held my face close

and ever closer up to the Lord Christ. Nor would I spend a

shilling or an hour that I could help on any impertinent book

—

any book that did not powerfully help me in the one remaining

interest of my one remaining life; a new nature and a new
heart.

—Alexander Whyte
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MAILBAO

A QUESTION OF STRATEGY
I find myself in agreement with

you on most questions. However, on
capital punishment -we disagree.

This question seems to be one of

your "pets" as I read references to

it quite often in your writings. I

suppose we all have "pet" themes.

I argue that Christ "softened" all

hard laws and rules by "love." One
minister friend of mine — a Baptist

who feels like you do — says that

the law has never been rescinded. I

argue that other laws like the law

for punishment of an adulterer, who
was to be stoned, have been re-

scinded.

—C. S. Hollister Jr.

New Bern, N. C.

Your editorial (May 4) on the

withdrawal of the Savannah, Ga.,
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churches from the Presbyterian
Church was aptly titled a "tragedy."
But it is even more tragic when a
church's mission of preaching Christ
is hampered by the principles, the-

ology, and administration of its par-

ent denomination. After reading
the report on the recent General
Assembly, one is inclined to applaud
the Savannah churches for their wil-

lingness to stand up and be count-
ed for Christ.

It cannot be denied that, since

the recent General Assembly, affilia-

tion with the Presbyterian Church
US today, is tantamount to proclaim-
ing that an individual Presbyterian
church is no longer interested in

soul-saving, but in political action,
j—David E. Lee

Marion, Ala.
See editorial, "A Question of Strat- I

egy," p. 14.—Ed.

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
jWe have been life-long members

of the Presbyterian Church. I tell
j

you with deep regret that my hus- I)

band and I have left the Presbyte- H

rian Church.
Call* us weak if you wish, but I |i

cannot stay in and watch my chil- I

dren being "brainwashed" with
what they are getting, listening to

my Sunday School teacher say that

"it is unimportant whether Jesus
was born of a virgin," and my min-
ister saying that he can believe "alfl

gospels."

I cannot take it any longer. I

want to go to church and worship
without being all tensed up waiting
to hear the "liberal" line about ev-

erything. My children have reached
the point where in their confusion
they don't know whether to believe

what we try to teach them or what
the dashing and popular young as-

sistant minister tells them.
—Florida l

If you cannot stay, then of course you
have to go. But the recent General
Assembly has made it easier for

churches torn between following the

"official" program and seeking out

a more evangelical program. Now,
without apology, they can turn to

an evangelical program in order to

preserve those values which the de-

nomination seems determined to dis-

card.—Ed.

.

'

MORE REACTION
I am just beginning to recoil from

the severe shock of the 106th. This
will likely go down in history as one
similar to the Assembly which adopt-
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THE OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD, by

Howard A. Redmond. Westminster

Press, Philadelphia, Penna. 192 pp.

$4.50. Reviewed by Dr. John R. Rich-

ardson, pastor, Westminster Presbyte-

rian Church, Atlanta, Ga.

The Biblical concept of the om-
nipotence of God is a doctrine seem-

ingly challenged in our day. Mod-
erns pay unconscious homage to the

power of man and the potency of

science. Dr. Redmond maintains
that omnipotence is an essential at-

tribute of God. He traces the con-

cept of Almighty God through the

paths of theology, philosophy and
poetry.

One of the better chapters is

Chapter 4. Here the divine om-
nipotence is set forth as an integral

part of Biblical theology from the

time of Moses. The author says that

this is an indispensable pillar with-

out which the theological superstruc-

ture would not stand.

To the author's credit, he recog-

nizes the merit of Jonathan Edwards
on this subject. He recommends
Edwards to all who would know
more of the glory and greatness of

God. "Even prosaic twentieth-cen-

tury Christians are able to profit

from the crumbs that may fall from
the Puritan master's table; the

sparks of his ideas may help to kin-

dle ours," writes Redmond.

WANTED
by South Florida Church

—

Presbyterian Minister with

a zeal for personal evange-

lism to work in a new type
of personal outreach minis-

try.

ALSO WANTED
Presbyterian Minister of

Christian Education
Both men must be thoroughly
orthodox, thoroughly Re-
formed, thoroughly committed
to the Westminster standards
and have a zeal for reaching
men for Christ.

Write: Box K, c/o
The Presbyterian Journal

Weaverville, N. C. 28787

Surely we need to think more of

the greatness of God. This guide
will assist us in our exploration of

the omnipotence of God. Ministers

and seminary students should find

this volume an enriching study. IS

THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS,
by John Murray. Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publ. Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 286

pp. $5.00. Reviewed by Dr. William C.

Robinson, Professor, Columbia Theo-
logical Seminary, Decatur, Ga.

We congratulate Professor John
Murray of Westminster on this

scholarly conclusion of his careful

exposition of the Epistle to the Ro-
mans. Here due account is taken
of the sundry issues raised in inter-

preting this great book, the argu-

ments on each side are fairly present-

ed with convicting conclusions.

The same high grade of work evi-

denced in the earlier volume is

maintained here.

As a sample of this work and as

a needed testimony we are noting
Dr. Murray's discussion of Romans
9:5. In favor of the interpretation,

"Christ who is God over all blessed

forevermore," Murray offers an ex-

haustive treatment of the verbiage

of the text, its context, and the Bib-

lical usages. It is admitted that dox-
ologies generally refer to the Father
rather than to Christ, but the usual

Biblical form of doxology does not
follow the pattern of words which
we find in Rom. 9:5. Again the

only person specified in the singular

of this verse is Christ and so the

pronoun most naturally refers to

Him. "The interpretation which ap-

plies the clauses to Christ suits the

(immediate) context," as well as

paralleling that of the similar state-

ment in Rom. 1:3-4.

Likewise the clause "who is over

all" is an assertion of Christ's univer-
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sal lordship which accords entirely
g,,

with Paul's teaching elsewhere «

(Rom. 1:4, 14:9; Eph. 1:20-23; Phil.

2:9-11; Col. 1:18,19 and with other
New Testament passages, e.g. Matt.
28:18; John 3:35; Acts 2:36; Heb.
1:2-4; I Pet. 3:22)

.

In answer to the chief argument
for the opposing view, there is evi-

dence that Paul did occasionally ap-

ply Theos (God) to Christ. In II

Thess. 1:12 it is distinctly possible
that "our God" refers to Christ. It

is interesting that Professor R. Bult-
mann so interprets this text. Like-
wise in Tit. 2:13 "the great God"
refers to Christ (so also the RSV)

.

To these two cases I would add Acts
20:28, and my colleague Dr. R. S.

Wallace adds I Tim. 3:16. More
generally, in Phil. 2:6 the phrases
"being in the form of God" and
"being on an equality with God,"
and in Col. 2:9 "all the fulness of
Godhood" apply to Jesus the being
and the dignity which could belong
to no other than one who is Him-
self God. Other New Testament
passages which apply Theos (God)
to Jesus are II Peter 1:1, I John 5:

21, Hebrews 1:8 and possibly 1:9. ffl

THE ANCHOR BIBLE, Job (Vol.

15), by Marvin H. Pope. Doubleday &
Co., Garden City, New York. 375 pp.

$6.00. Reviewed by the Rev. Jack B.

Scott, professor, Reformed Theologi-

cal Seminary, Jackson, Miss.

Dr. Marvin H. Pope is an out-

standing scholar in the field of Ugar-
itic philology and Professor of Se-

mitic Languages at Yale.

His knowledge of Semitic lan-

guages and extra-Biblical literature

is fully utilized in his translation-

interpretation of the Book of Job.
For his understanding of Job he

appeals primarily to extra-Biblical

sources rather than Biblical content.

He finds much of Job to be a reflec-

tion of Ugaritic and other ancient

myths.

In addition, Dr. Pope predeter-

mines what Job must have said, then

when Job says something incon-

sistent with that, he assumes that

such statements have been put into

the mouth of Job by later Jewish
editors. For example, "These verses

(27:8-23) present the point of view

of the friends and cannot be attrib-

uted to Job."
It is difficult to see how such an

approach to a Biblical Book can

greatly aid in understanding its mes-

sage, ffl
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