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he Headship of Christ is a biblical truth that has 

come to a fuller recognition in the Reformation 
and in the Reformed Church. All Christians profess 

Christ as the heavenly head of the Church. But cler- 
icalism in Roman Catholicism and its counterpart in 

other denominations, places the word of the church on 

a level with the word of her Lord. True Protestantism 

subordinates the decisions of the church to the voice 

of the Lord. For the evangelical, the church is the 

servant of the Lord, not his confidential adviser. The 

Headship of Christ carries the implication that the 

risen Redeemer, whose gracious presence brings for- 

giveness and spiritual life, is the sole King and the 

only Lawgiver in Zion. 

HISTORICAL SETTING 

The high watermark of the Reformation was Luther’s 

act of hurling into the flames the canon law of the 

Roman Church, December 10, 1520. The lawyers 

stood aghast, for that law had ruled Europe for a 
aes Luther likewise realized the gravity of his 

. He told his students that to continue to follow him 

nab mean martyrdom for them as it would for him. 

But he also reminded them that since they now knew 

the Gospel, to forsake it meant Hell. Thus the author- 

ity of the Roman Curia was cast down; the word of the 

Saviour was to be the only rule in the Church of the 

Gospel. 

Luther, in his way, took up the tradition of Wycliffe 

and the Hussites, even as in turn his glorious testimony 
was carried more completely into the government and 

worship of the Church by Zwingli, Calvin, Knox and 

the Scottish Kirk. Our Reformed heritage holds that 

the Holy Scriptures, as the mouth of the Lord, contain 

all that is necessary for Christian faith, life and worship. 

The Evangelicals i in Scotland sought a warrant from 

the Divine Writ for everything introduced into the 

government and worship of the Kirk. The Episco- 
palians and the Erastians acknowledged the mystical 
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Headship of Christ over the individual believer, _ 
the Presbyterians and the Evangelicals insisted, 
addition to this mystical Headship, upon the iidica 

Headship, or Kingship, of Christ over his corporate 
people. For them the Bible was the ultimate constitu- 
tion and the only lawbook for the Church. 

THE BIBLICAL BASIS 

In his earthly ministry, our Lord affirmed his authority 

to forgive sins, to cast out demons, to set forth doctrine. 

to give eternal life, to execute judgment, to lay down 

his own life and to take it again. After his Resurrec 

tion, Jesus declared that all authority had been given 
unto him in heaven and on earth. At Pentecost, Peter 

pointed to him exalted to God’s right hand, as Lord 
and Christ, occupying there the throne of which 

David's throne in old Jerusalem was the type. As a 
result of the work of Christ, Satan fell as lightning 

from heaven. In place of the adversary, there is now 

at God's right hand the mediator, the prince and 

Savior who gives repentance and the remission of 

sins. “Now is come the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his 

Christ; for the accuser of his brethren is cast out” 
(Rev. 12:10). As a result of his life and death of 

obedience, Christ was given by the Father the name 
which is above every name, his own name of Lord. 

God has placed all things under his feet and given 
him in this plenitude of lordship to fill his body, the 

Church, with all things needful for her blessing and 
her ministries. 

The Church is pervaded by his presence, animated 
by his spirit, filled with his life, energies and grace, 
governed by his authority and used as his instrument 

for bringing men into his all-embracing act of salva- 
tion. He is the sole head of the Church, which re- 

ceives from him what he himself possesses and is 

endowed by him with all that she requires for the 
realization of her vocation. 

APPLICATION TO LIFE 

Features of the application have already been indi- 
cated in this treatment. Fundamental in the thinking 

of our Scottish forebears was their conception of the 
proper attitude of a loyal heart to our gracious Savior 
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and king. A loyal spirit cannot brook the thought that 
our King of Grace is niggardly in the provisions he has 
made for his people. Accordingly, the way of plenty 
and of progress in the church is the narrow way of 
the sole headship and kingship of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

For one thing, the sole headship and kingship of 
Christ is placed over against any allegiance owed by 
the Church to any state. In 1638, the Kirk of Scotland 
unfurled a blue banner with the legend “For Christ's 

Crown and Covenant.” Marshaled under this banner, 
the Kirk repelled the efforts of King Charles to force 
upon her officers a worship not warranted in the Word. 

In 1752, the Rev. Thomas Gillespie refused to share in 

the installation of Andrew Richardson at Inverkeithing 
because he was appointed by the patron against the 
will of the parishioners. In 1833, Dr. Thomas Chal- 
mers led the Free Kirk out of a state control that en- 

forced patronage. In the United States in 1861, the 

commissioners of the Southern Presbyteries organized 
what is now the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States as a protest against the effort to tie the allegiance 
of all Presbyterians to President Lincoln and the Fed- 

eral government. In addition to the Southern organiza- 
tion, protest was filed against the 1861 loyalty resolu- 
tions by a minority in the Old School Assembly led 
by Dr. Charles Hodge. Moreover, the 1953 General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America recognized that its majority action 
in 1861 was in error. 

Calvin sets forth two governments, Church and 
State, each ordained by God, neither subject to the 
other. The Christian is subject to the one as a be- 
liever, to the other as a citizen. Under the sole King- 

ship of Christ, the Church is subject neither to the 

Roman Pope, nor to the British King, nor to the 
American President, nor to a German Fuhrer nor to 

any communist dictator. 

A SPECIFIC COMMISSION 

Second, the Church recognizes the Headship of Christ 
in seeking to do only those things which he has com- 
missioned her to do. As she receives Christ's righteous- 
ness by his saving presence, so also the Holy Spirit 
makes her his instrument to preach his word, mortify 
the flesh and manifest his love to men. The Church is 
not in the world to find problems to solve or issues on 
which to pass resolutions. She has her gospel given 
her by God, the proclamation of Christ as prophet, 
as priest and as king, the testimony to the grace of 
his coming in humiliation and the glory of his coming 
in power. She is commissioned to offer the Gospel of 
free salvation through his atonement, to expound the 
word to his body, to be the pillar and ground of the 
truth, to carry the evangel to all nations. It is not 
her business to carry out every good thing that needs 

doing in the governmental, international, economic, 
social or political structure of the world. 

SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE 

Third, the Headship of Christ proclaims the Holy 

Scriptures as the unique and sufficient rule of faith, 

of practice and of worship. The Church is not merely 
to give pious advice, neither is she a lawmaking body. 
She is a court to declare, rather than a legislature to 

make, laws. She is to declare, administer and enforce 
the law of Christ given in the word. Without a 
scriptural warrant she can make no requirement bind 
ing the consciences of men. Those who seek to 

legislate on their own authority are reminded that it 
is a man-sized job to get people to live according to 
the Bible—without adding to it. We can err in inter- 
preting and applying Scripture; we multiply error 
when we first make our own laws and then use the 

Church of God to enforce them. Accordingly, nothing 
ought to be regarded as a matter of offense or as a 

cause for discipline in the Church except that which 

can be shown to be contrary to the word of God. 

THE KING‘S ORDERS 

Fourth, the Headship of Christ is recognized in the 
effort to conform worship and government to those 
things the king has provided in his word. The in- 
junction against worshipping graven images is united 
with and to some extent hidden under the First Com- 
mandment in the Roman Catholic and Lutheran 

numbering but is given full force as the Second 
Commandment in the Reformed faith. With this 

emphasis, the Reformed Church has sought to intro- 

duce into God’s worship only those things provided 

in his word. Pictures have pedagogical value, but 
God has not ordained them to be used as aids in his 
worship. We would tread the courts of the Most High 
only in the ways of his ordering. The Good Book is 

also the book of common worship, the book of etiquette 
instructing us in how we ought to conduct ourselves 

in the court of the King of Kings. 
Similarly, the question of what officers the Church 

ought to have, and whether they are to men or women, 

is first of all a question of the ordering of the King. 
The Church is not in the first place a democracy, but 

a theocracy (I Cor. 12:28), a Christocracy (Eph. 4:11), 

a pneumatocracy (Acts 20:28). Thus the election 

of officers in a congregation is not democracy’s right 

to choose whom she would as her spokesmen; but 

God’s trusting the priesthood of believers to elect those 

men who have the marks he has laid down for their 
respective offices. 

Finally, the Headship of Christ means that the 

officers of his ordaining receive their positions, em 
powering gifts, authority and equipment from the Lord 

Jesus, and to him they are (Continued on page 27) 

ee 
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HEADSHIP OF CHRIST 

Continued from page 7) primarily re- 

sponsible. The ministers and elders in 

the Church are the representatives of the 

people, but they are also the delegates of 
Christ. 

They are not lords over God’s heri- 

tage, but servants of him who came 
not to be served but to serve and to give 

his life a ransom for many. The chosen 

rulers are those whom he has called, 

equipped with his Holy Spirit, and given 

to the Church to minister to her. They 

can minister effectively only as the Holy 

Spirit mediates to them and through 

them the living Christ with his saving 

work. And he does this not by making 

Christ or his Church subservient to the 

plans of men, but by calling us into his 

program and using us for the promotion 
of his kingdom of grace. END 

BIBLE BOOK OF THE MONTH 

(Continued from page 19) this son and 
proclaims his wondrous name, “Wonder- 
ful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.” The little core 

of Messianic prophecies found in chap- 
ters seven through twelve form as it were 
a foundation upon which the prophet 
can now build. 

It will be clear from the passages 
themselves that these prophecies were 
uttered during the reigns of kings who 
lived in the eighth century, B. C. Begin- 

ning with the thirteenth chapter, how- 

ever, Isaiah takes us away beyond his 
own day to look forward to the time 
when Babylon will be a mighty power. 
It is in the Spirit of God that he can thus 
look forward. He then returns again to 
the Assyrian period, i. e., the eighth 

century, and speaks much about the in- 

justices of his own day. He does not 
stay in this century however, but casts 
his glance far beyond his own day to give 
what approaches an apocalyptic picture 
of world powers and a wondrous vision 
of peace (chapter 35). 

Chapters 36-39 form an_ historical 
bridge by means of which Isaiah takes 
us from the Assyrian period to that of 
the Babylonians. These are fascinating 
chapters, but they close on a note of 

unrest and sorrow. Read carefully chap- 
ter 39, and note how tragic is the con- 
dition into which Hezekiah and the 
people of God have come. This is not 
the end, however, for chapter 39 prepares 
the way for chapter 40. The mighty 
“Comfort ye” of chapter 40 cannot right- 
ly be understood apart from the back- 
ground of gloom with which chapter 
39 closes. If ever two chapters belonged 

together, these are the two. 
At the same time when we read chap- 

ter forty and those that follow we do 

notice quite a difference from the earlier 

portion of the book. How is this differ- 

ence to be explained? Must it be ex- 

plained upon the hypothesis that a new 

author is at work here? That is the 

position of the negative critical school, 

but it is a position which is contradicted 

by the New Testament. May we not ac- 

count for these chapters in the following 

manner? Isaiah, after the conclusion of 

his vigorous ministry under Hezekiah, 

more or less retired from the scene of 

active prophesying and devoted himself 

to reflection upon the future course of 

the people of God. He saw them by 

revelation of the Spirit of God under the 

bondage of Babylon. From this bondage 

they were to be set free by means of Cy- 

rus of Persia, whom the Lord would raise 

up to be his anointed. 

There was however a greater bondage 

than that of Babylon. It was the bondage 
and servitude of sin. From this servi- 

tude there could be but one deliverance, 

and that was to be accomplished, not by 

Cyrus nor by any other mere human 
agent, but only by the righteous servant 
of the Lord. The last chapters of the 
prophecy, therefore, have to do with the 

vicissitudes which will come upon the 

people of God. They are somewhat 
desultory in character, but throughout 
them all there runs the wondrous fact 
that there will be a salvation, a deliver- 
ance which is spiritual in nature and 
which will be wrought, not by man, but 
by God. 

THE SERVANT OF THE LORD 

Who then is this servant of the Lord? 

There are many answers to this question. 

Under the influence of modern Scandi- 
navian studies, we are being told that 

the figure of the servant is a complex one, 

the roots of which go back into ancient 

mythology and to the ideas of kingship 
and “corporate personality” which were 
held in ancient Israel. The discussion 

of the problem is one which constantly 

engages the pens of scholars. Despite 

all the views which have been advanced, 

however, we believe that the servant is 

none other than the Saviour, Jesus the 
Christ. 
We believe, that Jesus not merely 

found a correspondence between the 

figure of the servant and certain events 

in his own life and death, but rather 

that Isaiah actually predicted the death 

and sufferings of Jesus. Here the issue 
of supernaturalism meets us head-on. 

Isaiah himself may have written far 
more deeply than he realized, but the 

Spirit of God, the final author of Scrip- 

ture, revealed to Isaiah in the strange 

words about the servant the death of the 

one who should deliver mankind from 

the guilt and bondage of sin. Isaiah 
prophesied of Jesus Christ. 

HELPS IN THE STUDY OF THE BOOK 

How can one best approach a study of 

this remarkable prophecy? The material 

which is written on the prophecy is so 

vast that it is impossible to keep up with 

it all, nor is it all worth reading. There 

are, however, certain books which are 

so important that no clergyman who 
wishes to preach from this prophecy 

should be without them. We. shall 

merely attempt to list some of the most 

valuable works. In the first place, an 

excellent introduction to the study of 

the prophecy will be found in the little 

book of Oswald T. Allis, The Unity of 

Isaiah. The chapter on the nature of 

biblical prophecy should be studied by 
all who wish a sane discussion of this 

question. The biblical view of prophecy 

is cogently contrasted with the negative 

critical view. The question of the author- 

ship of the work is capably handled, 

and particular attention is devoted to 

the importance of the Cyrus prophecy. 

We can think of no better approach to 

the prophecy than the study of this 

little book. A useful little work on 

Isaiah which may also be mentioned is 

by George L. Robinson, The Book of 
Isaiah. 

There are many commentaries, but 

probably the best is that of Joseph Addi- 
son Alexander, which has recently been 

reprinted. This work is first of all true 

to the Scriptures, and it is also thoroughly 
scholarly. It breathes the air of genuine 

piety. The introduction is excellent and 

so are the comments. The man who uses 

it will have to consult his Hebrew, but 

it will enable him to obtain a greater 

grasp of that language. As a companion 
the reader will find the commentary of 

Franz Delitzsch of great help. When 

Delitzsch is at his best he cannot be 

surpassed. There are some remarkable 

insights in this work. 

There are of course many other works, 

but the one who wishes to make a serious 

study of the prophecy cannot do better 

than to use those which we have men- 

tioned. The study of Isaiah will not be 

easy. It will require much application 

and thought, but it will certainly be 

rewarding. It will bring one ever closer 

to the redeemer of whom it speaks, the 

child whose name is Wonderful, who 

was wounded for our transgressions and 
bruised for our iniquities. 

Epwarp J. Younc 
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