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SPEECHES
Rev. Dr. WILSON aud Rev. STUART ROBINSON.
GREAT MEETINGEN‘ ST. LOUIS, JUNE 4, 1866.

{From the 8t. Louls Republican.]

Correspondence.

ltev. Drs. Stuart Robinson and S. R. Wilson,
of" Louisville, Ky.:

GENTLEMEN—Having seen with regret
that you have been allowed no opportunity
for explanation or defense in your General
Assembly, the undersigned respectiully
request you to deliver, if consistent
with your feclings, addresscs cither upon
the relation whieh Church and State bear to
cach other, or such other subjeets as shail
be muost acceptable to yourselves. Lron
the wide expressed desire to sce and hear
you, we suggest that this be done at the
Mercantile Library Hall, on Monday even-
ing next, at ¢ight o’clock. Respectiully,
N. Paschall, Rob’t A. Barnes,

W. W. Green,
Ilepry Bhaw,
Robert Aull,
Iobert M. Renick,
Henry Pilkerton,
Henry B. Belt,
8, Johnson, ;
A. F. Shepleigh,
Jas, Btellinzer,
Wm, G. Clark,
Wm, C. Taylor,
V. Nichaus,

. R. 8hore,

E. (. Rayb,
Johu R. “I'riplet,
>. ¥. White,

ohn J. Gill,

. H, Batta,

. Bull,

8. Brown,

E. F. Farish,

R. M. V. Kercheval,
Thos. Lavaiile,
Robert Clark,

=
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Jas. Y, Lucas,
Joseph btettsmue,
John G. Priest,
Logan Hunton,
R. McAnnally,

L. D. Baker,

0. D, I'filey,

Jobn How,

Louis V. Bogy,

¥. B. Drever,
Thoe, Kussell,
David H. Bishop,
N. Newcomb, Jr.,
Levi Ashbrook,
7. M. Barron,

A. A, Ladd,
Ben. Blanchard,

Sam’l N. Holliday, .

Basil Duke,

W. R. Carter,
L.C. Alu:anée‘:.
X. J. Lockwood,
V/m. C. Scott,

And otbers.

St Lours, June 2, 1866.
To Mecssrs. Ronexr A Danxes, J. I Lu-
cas8, N. PascEaLL, JoHN how, O. D.
FILLEY nnd others: y
GENTLEMEN—Acc :pt my siucere thanks
for the interest manifested m the great
truths represented by Dr. Wilson and wy-

self, ag indicated In your desire to hear us
on the relation3 of the Church to political
affairs; and also, for the kind interest in de-
siring to afford us an opportunity for expla-
nation.

Though it will, I feel, be a great taxupon
the paticnece ot the execllent people of my
churge, who have a right to iy services, to
prolong my absence from my pulpit another
Babbath, still Icanuot but fecl that it is my
duty Lo vemain, and it will give me pleasure
to address you, as you propose,-at the Mer-
cantile Library Hali, on Monday cvening
next, at 8 o'clock.

I take the liberty of answering also for
my good friend Dr. Wilson, who is tempo-
rarily absent from the cily—having bad
some conference with him on the subject
of yournote before heleft—that he will also
be prescnt to address you.

Yours traly.
STUART ROBINSON.

An immense congregation of people gath- |

cred at Mercantile Library Eall last evening
to listen to addresses from Rev. Dr. 8. R.
Wilson -and Rev. Dr. Robinsoun. The hall
2t an early hour was filled to iis utmost ca-
nacity, and many were compelled to go

away, being unable to obtain even standing

room. The meeting was held in compli-
ance with the request of a largé number of
our most estecmed citizons, who, baving
seen during the’ progress of the General
Assembly that these. men—Drs. Wilson and

Robinson—havo been'rallowed no 'opportu-.

nity for explanation ordefense, therefore a
request was made that, they wounld deliver,
it contistent w.th their feelings od lresses
upon the relagon wineh Chare: and S.ate
b.oar to cacd ptact,. o1 8 ich other suojec.s as
migat be most nedeplable 10 cuemselves.
“Atalitile pasu'8-0'cloe:, Di Robinson,
Dr, Wilsoh; Dr. Brookes, Rev. Mr Bracken
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\:‘md several other ministers nscended the
platform and were greeted with great ap-
plause.

Rev. Dr. Brookos then came furward and
gald—in accordance with o request made by
2 number of gentlemen In our eity, Rev.
Dr. Wilson and Rev. Dr. Robinson will ad-
dress you this evening, but ] think it suita-
ble that we should bave our meeting npen-
ed with prayer. I theretore request Rev.
Mr. Bracken to lead us in pruyer to the
throne of grace.

Mr. Bracken then opened the meet-
Ing with pmyer, alter winch Dr. Brookes
introduced Rey. S. R. Wilson, D. D. who
spoke as follows:

SPEECH OF REV. 8, R. WILSON.

CHRISTIAN FrIExps: I may frankly say
I regret the oceasion that has called togeth-
er this assemblage. It is one that may
well 41l the heart of every true patriot with
sadness, and every friend of 2 free Chnatiun
Church with alarm. The recent transac-
tions of that once venerable body, She Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Caurcl,
have been characterized by such a ttal dig-
regurd of the fundumental -priuciples of
Caristian liberty; by such an untter reckless-
ness of all the requirements of the consti-
tution of the Charch; by such a contemptl
for all the claims of Clristian ebarity u3
cnjoined in the word of Godj; in one
word, by a spirit so wild, and revointionary,
and despotic, as to have aroused the indig-
nition of the most moderate, and inspired
even the timid and hesitating with courage
and determination to play the man for justice
and truth and the defense of the freedom
wuich was purchased for the Church by the
bloud ot {be Prince or martyrs, and which
bas peen transmitted to us by those wbo
drenk of the same cup of sufering and
w2 baplized with the same bloody bap-
tisu.
ijlst, therefore, I cannot bub regret
thu. (Lese shicuid have been so loud a eall
for the utierance of this most emphatie pro-
test against the injustice and wrong perpe-
trated by the Church I bave loved more
than life, my heart gues forth with gratitude
and bounds with exultation as I see here
exhibited a purpose to rebulke that tyranny
which first condemus men unheard, and
then proposee ‘‘to examine and decide.”
But it is not thisalone nor chiefly that gives
to this occasion a more than ordiuary inter-
est. It is not merely to maintain the su-
premacy of that law which forbids that any
man shall be condemncd and scourged
witbont a hearing, and. to show that no
claim of sacredness can shield the most ven-
erated court from merited rebuke when it
suffers itself to be betrayed into the viola-
tion of right which belongs to the meanest
criminal. There are other and even more
im yurtant objects that have drawn {ogether
13 by one consent this Jarge assembly of in-
telligent aud carnest Caristian men and
women. Yoo nave witnessed that conflict
of lugic und wit and satire which has been
waged so flercely for fitteen days between
the ministers of the Gospel gathered frown
all parts of this vast contivent and repro-

senting every seetlon of this country. You
have beard the most unmeasured denuncia-
tion of = ceriain paper known as the
“*Declaration and Testimony,” and even the
fiery thunder Lolis of divine vengreance have
been hurled at the hapless heads of those
who have bad the and:eity (0 sign and pub-
lish thet cxecrable docnment.  And, np yon
have listened to these denunclations, 1 um
sure the conviction must have forced iteelf
upon your minda that certuinly there muat
DLe something in that testimony fraurht
with more than ordinary good- or il to
Chnreh and country, or it never conld have
aroused in its encmics 8o gieat u frenzy of
batred, and nerved its filends to such self-
sacrificing devotion. And it is under some
such conviction and with the emrnest desire
to understand more fally and clearly what
are the principles and aims urged upon the
atteution of the Curistian world in this
strangely abused aund still mor: strangel

adnied “Dcclaration and Testimony’
yon are here tonight. You huve
a'ready pereeived that at  least on

the part ot that little band who bave now
Leen cast out of the Churel of their 1athers,
this is no mere contention for personsl pre-
eminence; no struggle for party vietory; no
strife ot words about matters of difference
insignificant and unimportanl. At all
events, [ cannot doubt that every one here
is prepared to admit that we bave been
moved 1o the course whizh we have adopted
in this contest by a sincere and profound
conviction that it is a contest for the very
vitals of a pure Coristianity; that it is a
stragele for the tundawental doctrines of the
tratn as it is in Jesus; that if is & contlict in
which, if the now dominant power in the
Church shall be victorious, then along fare-
well 1o the purity and freedom of the
Church of God. Ichabod may be writlen
upon ber walls, for all her divine Leauty
vili bave been excl for the
12 acomments with which the
world haz r0 often seduced the
sons and daughters of Zion.

That it may be seen at a glance how well
founded is the persuasion under which we,
who have been ostracised, have been acting;
that this is a_contest in defense of the crown
rights of Jesus and the independence of
that kingdom which. He won by His victory
on the Cross, will be perfectly manifest if
the point in controversy be attentively
considered. These I ghall briefly indicate,
baving upon 2 former occasivn discuase
and illusirated them at length. The doc-
{rines which we maintain and wbhich are sct
forth in this Testunony which I hold in my
band, and under. which all the matter in
dispute may be contained, are Lhe following,

177

I. That Jesus Christ i3 sole King and
Head of the Chureli.

1I. That He has established o Kingdom in
the world which is called the Holy Catholic
or Universal Chureh,

IIL That to this Kingdomand asits King
and by virtue of His kingly right, Ee has
given a Constitution and laws, which none
muy add 1o or tuke away from, oF 1 any
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AND REV. STUART ROBINSON. 8

wise altor or annul. This Constitution and
these laws are embodied in the Holy Serip-
tures of the O1d and New ‘Testaments.

IV, Thbat this Kingdom 13 diverse from
all other kingdoms, in its origin, nature,
mcans, ends and destiny—‘‘Noi reckoncd
amony the nations,’” and a kingdom which
is not of this world,

V. That th's Kingdom a an fudependent
soverelpntly within its owuw sphere, and
owes allegiance to none but its Eeud and
hing, Jesus of Nuzareth.

V1. That this Kinzdom,the Chnyreh, has to
do with men solely in their spiritual rela-
tions {o God in Christ as Redevmer.

VIL That there is another Kingdom, the
Stote, which has to do solcly with 1wen as
intelligent creatures and in iheir temporal
relatous oue towards another. Aund this
king.lom, the eivil groverameat, is sovereirn
and indepenvent within is own  proper
sphere.

VIil The Kingly ofllce 6f Christ cannot
be impugued or subverted in any manner
without undermiuing his Prophetic nud iap-
nishing his Priestly offices.

IX. rhe highest uee of aposlaey that a
Ciristiny or Cutreh can eomit is to reject
Christ as the Kiug i Zion.

X. All umon ot the Canrch and State,
whether by the subordination of the State
10 tbe Churel or of tue Ciaarelr to the Sate,
or of both cowbined, tends necessarily to
the deswrnetion of the Jrecdoin of both
Cburch and State; and leads in tue State to
nnwitigated despotis, and contains the
genin cf complete and dnal apostuey in the
Chuicl,

Now whiat we heve atimed i3, that the.e
doctrines have been eithier totaily gubsert-
ed or mozl scriously and dangerously -
pugued throvghout our whole Cuureh. By
the acis and delverances of the highest
court, the General Assembly; by théacis
and deliyerzuees of subordinate judicaio-
ries, aud those epprovea of Ly the General
Assembly; by the gemi-anthoritative teach-
ings o1 the professurs of theolozy appoinied
by the General Assembly to train toe minis-
try of the Church; by the approval of the
conductof those who have ucted in utfer
contravention of these doctrines; by never
having uttered one word in their vinaiea-
tion, vven when earnestly petitioned to do
sg; by condemning and casting out cof the
Cuurceh those who bave endeavored fhimiy
and at all hazards, with suecn skiil aad wis-
dom uas they oould, touphold and de-
fend these cardina! trniths. This is
the  ind.ciment whick bos been laid
gt tbhe door of the Churcu, uot
in zuger but in sorrow, by the authors Lud
signers ot this Declaration and Testimony,
upon which has been heaped so much re-
proach and obloguy. And iiis in thiswe
way find the reason ot thut persistens de-
tennination, by any means that could be
muade available, to exelude from the Chureh
those who were thus troubling the con-
geiences of those who had usurp:d the pre-
rogutive of the Divivo Master. Burely, it
cen never be beijeved thatit was on eeconnt
of bad rhetoricor the undue muliiplication
of pungent adjectives, that the General As-

gewbly of the Presbyterian Chureh found it
nccessary to resert to the unwonted meas-
ures it has, been occupiced in cnn;plut_,ing
during the fast tbree weeks ? Judging from
its excecding (olerance, not 1o s2y evident
en oyment, off a discussion somewhat

rewarkable for the frequent Liis)'c;.-:.zxrd
ol the rules of logzic and Ttheioric,

nnd o iolerably free uwze of mot over
mild adjeccives, it could hardly be ex-
pecied tont we stionld believe that this ven-
crable Tody of learned and pions divines
shou!d Luve been #0 entirely lost to every
demuand of propriely as to expel commis-
sioners, cuc ofl miuisters and elders, and
dirsolve who'e Presbyieries for the mere
purpose of reudering odious a pamphlet of
sumu twenty-five puges so devoid ol sense
and taste us to be made u) of viluperative
adjeetives eet a3, you were told by
oue of thewr most distingnishcd speuk-
ers, 1o be suaid, gung and  danced
to the horrid rebel tuné of Dixzie! Yet,
ibough 1 do not believe thie Assembly in-
tended 1o be understood as conunitting any
suca folly o5 this, it does secm not 2 little
siringe tuat the whole strees in the argu-
wents before that body was laid upon e
lunguage and etyle or the pamphiet, to-
gelber with what some were pleased to
call its gpirit and iutent. No one under-
took 1o disprove its doctiine:; 10 one un-
dertook 10 refute its asuments: no ono
uuderook 1o controvert its allegation
of fucts, The ablest commitice 1or the
{xurposu the body could iurpish, so-
ected  with great care by the Mod-
crator, who well understood  what
wis the work to be done by that commit-
fee, aiter five or six days’ labor, made an
claborate repert upon the subject. Avndis
ibere in that repoit one of the doe-
trines we_  bave laid down cited as
unirne? Is there on  fact we have
adduced chown to be felse or per-
veried? Is thero one passége of Scripiure
or of the Constitution of the Church to
which we have appealed, that this abie com-
mitlee bave proved to be misquoted, or
misinicerpreted, or misepplica? INot one.
If' they had allowed me filteen minutes in
the house, I wou'd bave undertaken to show
that in that report the commitice had both
misquoted, misinterpreted, and snisapplicd
nearly, it nob quite al! the score of extracts
they made frem our testimony. But even
wicn doing this, they havenot ndduced one
particle  of proof in suppolt of the
churges made in the original peper of the
committee, or in thet finally adopted by
tae Assembly. No doubt the reuson lics
in the simple fact that there is in that de-
claration neither beresy, nor slumder, nor
sehellion, nor schism. No doubt its rhet-
oric is open to just eriticism. Batthomen
who uttered it were too wmuch in carnest,
and felt the evil they bad to baitle with to
be too pressing to =tand upon mey
{inns of rhetovie. 1t was ihe
quivecel utferane2 of vita
were aiming at.  They wished to twwaken &
glumbering people. lhey wisbed 1o wake
themeselves heard above tue din and con-
{usion of 2 furiows eivll etyife. Ii io their

3




4 SPEECHES OF REV. DR. WILSON

siil] larger fourth class—ot {hozo who thirust

carnest and buyning zeal for the safety of
e Church they so tervently love; if in
{hcir anxiety to reseue the crown oi’ their
Kine from being trodden undgr the feet of
the projne; 1f, whilst the’ multitude
were vociierating for “loyalty” to Cwmzar,
{hey rmaised so loud a call upon  the
Church net to renounce 1_1er_ioyaltyto Jesus
as to startle the slumberivr and terrily
those whose treachery was suriendering the
covenanted rights ot Christ’s kingdom and
people, are they to be blamed for what they
did? Surely, whatever iay be the verdict
of condvmnaiion passed by men under the
blinding infiuence of passion and prejudiee,
snorher generation wil, not vnly. uegnil but
Lbowuor them as (withful witnesses for God,
whe, inau hour of feartul gloem, when
“¢rnth had fallen in the streets and cquity
conld not enter,”” when the pillars of the
Caurch trembled, and the foundations of
jusiice and freedom were overturned,boldly
siepped forth, at peril of all thing, 1o bear
uy tue totlering pillais and stay tue threat-
coing ruin.

Dr. Breokes then introduced Dr. Robin-
con, who addressed the vast audience as
follows: >

(From the Louisville Courier.)

Af the immense gathering in the great
AM-reantile Library Hall) 8t. Louis, on Mon-
day cvening, June 4, on the cull of leading
citizens of all religious persmasions, Rev.
Stuart Robinson spoke as follows:

AMeN AxD BretmriN: Giving thanks to
God, our Father, who hath so ordered it in

His providence, I next refuin thonks from
my beart to you, mist sincerely, for the
kind interest in me and my views ot the
non-political character of the Church ot
God, evinced in your invitation and in this
noble gathering this evening. Ithank you,
also, in the name ot the noble hody of min-
Jsters and rrnivate Caristians whom I came
to your city to repiesent. Nay, in the
naece of all the intellizent Christian peoole
of every denomination throughout the
land, who comprebend clearly enough the
jssucs mmvolved te understand the erisis to
wlheh both the Chureh und the State is
brourht by these issues, I express thanks
for your kindness.

Recent ccelesiastical evenis are giving
my triend Wilson and myeelf'a prominenc:
from which bLoth of us would skrink it
fdelity to truth permitted. It is Shaks-
peare, I Jhink, who, by the mouth of one
of is beautiful creations, declares, “‘Some
men are boyn great, snmeachieve preatness
and some have wreatness thrust upon them.’
We claim our greainess only under this
third caterory—our opponents have thrust
greatness ujon us, even more than it is
convenient to eay. If it were not a lit-
erary profumity o sneerest an amendinent
to S8hakspeare, 1 wo'ld make four classes
rather than three; and to tue elasses of the
born great—ac ney ng  greatness—having
greatnees thrust npoa th.m, wounld pdd a

i

themedves upon greatincss.  1f 8' nkspeare
lived m our age and country, T doubt not
he would teel compelled to aceept the
amendment.  For this thrusting  them-
selves upon greatness and into places ot
power by men whom neither mature nor
grace Las fitted for it, is manifestly the pe-
cutiar carse of our time.  And the present
arnival of tentu-rateism we ought tfo re-
gard as the seourie of God 1aid upon us for
the follies and the sinful passions which
made us deal’ to the warnings of the God-
made great men who used to lead us, inthe
palny days of our Chuveb and State, and
who besought us often with teais to keep
out of tae quarrels thatled tothe recent
fratricidal war

I sct up no claim personally to the djs.
{inction given me bere te-night. I am one
unknown to fame. As Henry Ward Beech-
er suid contemptuously of Dr. Thornwell,
my name is not found in the “Men of the
Times.”” Since I dechmed the ofier, ten
years ago, of one Jobn Livingston, bio-
graphical dictionary maker, and iminortal-
ity-broker, who affered me a vacant lot un-
der s vast squatler title in the tervitory of
the immortals for 510, with the book thrown
in. I have giyen up all hones ol t 1at sort.
I might have liled the immortality well
cnough, but could not siand the book. [
take it, therefore, that this honor to-night
is an offering to the great principles of
which circumstances have made me one of
the répreseniatives. These prineiples have
been eoncisely set before you by Dr. Wilson
and my general aim will be ‘to show that
these princiciples are worthy ot all accenta-
tion.

You arc aware, men and brethren, that
ever since the conflict between truth and
falsechood begun in the world, the grand
strategy of the Devil, the god of talsenood,
has been, whenever he found the areument
of the witnesses for ihe {ruth at all trouble-
some, then to evade itsforee by destroying,
il' possible, the charactar of win:isses So
you w.1l recail the ease of Elijaa (1 Kings,
ch. 18), who was curs~d and abused as ‘“‘Le
that troubleth Isracl,”’ becarse he testified
that Jehovah was the true Ring, and Alub,
as Dr. Hodge would say, “a usurper of the
prevogatives of Jehovah »?  So you may re-
member the exse of Micaiab (1 Kings, ch.

22), who, when ordered by the Government -

to concur with the lying propbets, and “go
in for the war’ ageinst” Syria, declared he
would mnot prophesy according to the
order of D18 Goveyrnmeat, but onl

say what Jehoveh, s IKing,. tol

bimm to eay. And bhe was handed®
over 55 n traifor and a felon to Pro-
vost Marshal-Gencrul Amon, in.order to de-
siroy his iniluence over the people, with
the order “Pat this fellosww —1irty doz—nzo
prison, and feed him with the bread of af-
iliction and the waier of affliclion.” So,
again, when Jeremith insizied on proclaim-
ing the ordera of ~ehovah, the true King,
agminst he schemes of a cauens of leaders
thatf set themselves alike again<t Zedekinh,
the vicegerent, and Jehovah himself (Ter.
37(b, and 88th), they branded him as 2
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Chaldean &py, and imnrisoned bim in a
loathsome ungeon, because he wonld not
accept their interpretations of Providence
Instead of the express words of Jeovah,

[t is o very curious tact in sacred hstory,
that, of all the issues bebween truth snd
falsehood, that concerning the Kingly
power of Christ ns awgiver in bis Chureh
always scemed to arouse usuping kines
and lnctions to the most malignant efforts
against the churacter of fhose who testified
10 it. When rhe great King in Zion came
himesell incarnate, and the common prople
hedrd him cludiy, aund bailed him as Kinwe
will bosannas, usurping ece'esmstics
of his divinely orzanizéd Ciurch :
him with abuse, as 1 compuruion of publi-
cans and sinuers.  And, when nothing clse
would do tv scenre Lis death, eharged him

with trcason to that Cesmt whom
they in their hearis carsed. Trying

Inm at the bir of their Gencral As-
sembly and {inding themsclves hurd ran for
a pretext for pronouncing the sentence
which, as dictared by a prenminary cauens,
was a foregone coanclusion, their leader,
Caiapbhas, adroitly leaped over all barricis
of logie and law, by fiyine intoa phrenzy of
holy passion—shouting, “blusphemy! blas-
premy ! and rending bis sacred robes of
oflice, ind so caling at once the previouns

uestion, and voting the oentence, con-

emned him to death as a malelactor! So
they cleared all the barriers of law and logic
before the sccular ccurt by inciting the
soldiers and the mob to mock him =2san
impaster, and, by an adroit nhrenzy of loy-
alty, shouting, “No King but Ciesar,”
gecured his exccution as a low imposter.
And when that amiable man Nicodemus, in
the stme body—that “middle man’ Nicode-
mus—that man whose conscicnee was one

~=vay, and whom policy pulicd so strongly

the other, ventured to speak ont and suy,
when they were denouncing himg “Doth
our law condemn a man befoe heis heard?”?
(it does a great many in our time.) What
15 the answer to this? “Well now, search
and look, Doth a propbet ever come out
o Gallilee?”'—one of tueir wise saws and
moderu instances.

So the gmnd stralegy of the enemy,
when the great argument of his Apostles
in favor of Jesus as ‘‘a Prince and a Sa-
vior’’ could not be answered. Tue charges
thut they were ‘‘pestilent fellows”’—those
men that disturb the peiace ot the Chureh—
“that turn the world upside down,” &e.,
were the arts whereby the character of his
witnesses should be destroyed in order to
check their influence over the people. The
selt-casc ot ‘men malkes the ery “disturbers
of the Church,” those who *turn the
world up-side-down,” very eflective. When
Satan, taking some opnortunity winle the
world is asleep, or excited by revolntion,
to get the worid turned wrone-side-up, he
13, of’ course, then ready to have quiet, and
therefore will incite men agninst a.l efiord
to turn it up-side-dowr again. That is,
back to the position Christ would have it.
So I might go on and illustrate the case
from every period of church bistory.

It would therefore have beeu an excep-

.ﬁonnl case, rather than pccording to tho

genergl rale, ind suc’ a crisis, brought on
the pructical conflict between the true dgc-
trinc of the non-pulitical charncier of the
Chureh, “the kingdom not ol this world,
and its antagonist doctrine of some sort of
function of the Churca to take part in Ce-
gar's stri es and divisions, if we¢ who
stand for the tinth azairst the storm ol pop-
nlar passion witlioui, and the ravings of fu-
naticism within the Cnurch, had not been
vilified ond abused. . You will pardon me,
thervefore, i T secem to speak too muc 1 of
myself in eonneetion w th sy great o theme
in which self should be frrgotten, when [
remind you that in my case the strategy ot
destroying the cracter of tue wilness,
whose testimony cannot be guinsayed, has
been very thorougzhly tried.

In the first place, the Cuoristian world has
been taught by every form of insinnation,
that my doelrine of the non-political cuar-
acierof the Chureh wasallanatter tuought,
und a pretense (o hide my sympathy and
coneurrence with the revellion. (12w av-
surd and calumnious that charge is, T hap-
pen to have very conclusive evidence to
show. These ore the facis: That 1 began
my public teaching and witness on this sub-
jeet in Baltimore in 1854 —six years bufore
the war,

In Junuary, 1856, in the “Presbyterial
Critie,” in review of 2 sermon on Natioval
Character, by my friend, Mr. Burt, and with
special reference to the statement of Dr.
Hodge, “tbat it would be the duty o the
State to secure the preaching of the Gospel
to the people, were the State not anticipated
hy other ageneles,” I asserted fhe tollow-
iug propositions: See Critie, vol. 2, page 5

¢ W venture, however, withoutatt mpt-
ing 10 present even o synopsis of tie reason-
ing by which we would defend them, to
enunciate scveral propositions aflirming the
contrary of most of the propositions con-
tained 1n the foregoing citations. 1o the
scrious consideration or all who take an in-
terest in the subject of the relation of the
State to refigion in ourcountry.  Weafllrm,
then:

1 That it is not true as an abstract pro-
postiion that **Tae preservation ot Christi-
anity is one of the m:in eads ot govern-
meut.”  Northas the prowotion oireligion
is primarily among tue objects for wineh
the State is established.  Bat that, primuri-
iy, the cuds of goverpment are sumply ihe
protection of the persous and propercy oi
men, irrespective ot any religious vpinions
they may cnterlain. And, tuerefore, any
relation is merely incid:ntal, and any re-
speet which the State as such pays to any
religious opinions, is not beease they are
{rue in the judgment of the Gouvernment,
but simply because the pepple creating the
State Lold such opinions.

2. That the State has no such moral pei-
sonality, nor ‘Ys itself a moral person re-
spousible to God” in any such sense as 1n-
fers any obligation devolving on the State,
as such, to promote the true religion. Nor
can any moral personality be predicated of
the State which is not equally predicable of
any other essoeiation of men under solemn
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~q bank ot 2 rmilroad corpora-
5:970"“2(7?:‘?1‘2:110(1 fore bean no important
tion. L% it (temporal) appointed 1or
rense & JUCEL - goine, yei not Statds as
‘S‘P‘n‘t‘ﬂ:’ bul mcl—f as men, are to stand at the
ju'd.rm'uut par of God, and every one o us
hail zive aceonnt Of Admsdf before God.

S. Tuat, therefore, in 1o direet and prop-
or seuse, can the “htate have a character di-
rectly religionss " por inany other seuse ¥o-
lig:nns th:u} i ruilroad cm']:m“.at_um must be
religions. Teab covernmeni is ol Divine
,1pp’omun:nt_ no more infers that govern-
ment is « religious thinw, than the faet that
Cyrus was constituted 2 government by Di-
sine appoiniment inters that Oyrus was re-
ligions.

%4 That the ground on which our laws
recognize the Sabbath as 2 day ol rest, and
prolibit blasphewy, appoint oaths, &e, 18
not becsuse the Stute 23 a retivious Ymoral
person,” determines the Sabbath to be of
Divine anthority, or that blasphemy is asn
aeainst God, or that God will punish men
who swear talsely, but simply that the peo-
ple who lave created the government be-
lieve the Sabbath to be ol Divine appoint-
ment and neeessary, end that the people are
agerieved in their religious feulings by
biasphemy, &e

5. Thac ic is not one of the fanclions of
the State, as such, to teach relivion, orto
send out missionaries, or Lo ordain, or cause
{0 be ordained, Chaplains for its Legislature,
and ermy and navy. Ner does the use of
Chaplains involve aay derermination, by
authority, of the question of religion.  But
Chaplains are simply recognized thereby as
umong the proper personil neeessities off
{lia wmembers ot the Legisiature, or of the
men in the service of the Goverament—just
us stationery and fuel and rations 2re pers
zonul neeccssities to be provided for. Aund
Dar fer the peeuliar postiion of men in the
army and navy, which rendeis a choee and
a call” of a minister impossible, the Gov-
crnment ought not to assuwme the preroza-
tive of appointing them i

Now, men and brethren, at the meeting of
the Guneral Assembly the tollowing spring,
with these views thus published, that body
seleeted their author for the responsible
work of teac!ing the doctrine of the Chureh
in the Danville Seminary. which seleciion
chould certainly not have been made if his
views on >0 important & subject as the
relations to Church and State in America
lad tien been held unsound

In ap ipawcoral address at tho meeting
of the Aszembly in Lexmgton, Ky.,and sub-
sequently in & gmall volume on the “Chuica
of God,” while Professor at-Danville, I again
published (see Robinson’s “gChurei ot God,"
1. 83) the following propositions touching
the relation of the temporal to the spirituil
order:

“Touching the distiuciion between tho
power cczlesfastical ound the civil power—
which latter is ordained by God also—the
points of conirast are 50 fundamental that
notuing but the confusion of mnd arising
from tne oppression of Cosar, and Anti-
christ baclzed by the power of Cwesar, could
over have caused tho obsgurity aud incon-

ﬁg"‘l;‘;}fﬁl“- that both powers are of Diving
Saiane ok cotea e ofmankinl
vere Instituted for the .
Ged as a final end. In“r‘éklpégé gh" glory of
their oririn, nature and 0 all else—
- origin, nature and immediate 1
and in their mode of exerelising Tho R ECHED
they ditfer fundamentally. Thns t) pm]vtrr——
1. Tathaet the ewil power “Erl\']&)"tl e
thority from God as the author olLa l S
wiulst the power ecelesiagtical com ‘n.nlure,
from Jfeaus as Mediator, e on
3 E) in t'u:}.\"tl\\_-lr‘nlc 101 the cuidanee of the
ivil power in its exercise is the light &f
na:ure and reason, the law which the zﬁuho‘
ot nature reveals through reason to mm,’.‘
but the rule for the guidance of eceleisias:
tieal power in its exercise is that lipht
which, as Prophet of the Chureb, Jesus
Christ hes revealed in his word.  Ttisg
povernment under statute laws already en-
acted by the king.

S. Tiey differ iu thas the scope and aim
of the civil power are limited properly to
things seen end temporal; the scope and
oim of ceelesiastical powerare things unseen
aud spiritnal.  £eliziors isa term not predi-
cable of the acts of the State; political is
o term not predicable of the scts of the
Church. The things pertaining to the king-
dom of Christ are things concernins which
Cmsar can have rightfully no cognizance,
excent indivectly and incidentally as these
things palpably aflcet the temporal aod
civil coneerns of men 3 and even then Cesar
cannot be too jealously watched by the

Church. The things perigining tohe king-
dom of Crzar are matters of which the

Church of Christ as an organic government
ean have no cognizance, except inc dentally
and remotely as affeeting the spiritual inter-
ests of men; ond even tien the Chureh can
pot wateh herself too jealously.” :

. You sce, men and brethren, Istand now
p-ceisely where I have stood for at least
geven years past; and therefore any iusinn-
ation that I refused to preach or pray poli-
tics, becanse of politel! sympathies merely,
or that 1 edited # paper devoted to the ex-
position and defense of such views merely
jram political bias agtinst any party in the
State, or that from considerations of exne-
diency and policy merely I occupied the
platform of no misture of politics end reli-
aion, is utterly unkind aund unchrisiian, 8o
jar as it rofers to my course. -

If 1 needed any other proof of the silly
falsehood that my views of the Chureh
were gotten up 232 refuge in the war, I
need oniy cife the well known fact that
though I was there only during rwo yeurs of
the ten years active existence of the school,
three-fourths of all the sindents who come
forth from that school bold my views of the
nature and relutions of the Churel to the
State, ngainst the views which for five yeara
past have issucd from Dauviile. Now, *his
proves either thatl must have exereised o
very extraordinary influcnce over {heschool,
and my colleazues o very feeble one, or
clso they must bave taugub them the suwno
theory which I tauzht, apd our present an-
tagoniem must grosw out of the fact that

(o)

gistency of the Chureh's t
Siatenay h 5 test!mony in mod- i
ern times,  Yor they have nut.lling in com-
3
|
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they mave way befors the clamor of “no
King but Cresar,” and shaped their teach-
ingsto their Yoliticul prejudices. I think
it is they who have departed irom ¢he plat-
form, where we used to stand together; and
if there is any change by reason or political
principles, I am not the man who made it.
I hold the same views here to-night that I
did ten or eleven years ngo.

If I bave dwelt Jong on this point, L have,
In illustrating it, incidentally brought be-
fore you the grent germinal truths upon
-which this whole controversy turns, and in
bricfer form than could b2 done in an ex-
tempore statement.

Jclaim that this showing in the case
ought to give its quictus to the miscrable
fabrication, either that my views of Church
and Siate were shuped to snit iny prejudices
in the late contest, or thut 1 bave taught
anything but wbat my church has in better
davs ful-fy indorsed.

There is an equally short answer to the
pretense, in the second place, that I am. un-
worthy of trust as a public teacher of re-
ligion in thus'regard, because 1 have not in
practice carried out my theory, but have
mysclf played the political partisan a8 a
minister, Lill compelled to leave the coun-
try, and then played the partisun aud con-
spirator abroad.

For here again my record happens to be
a somewhat public one., he ¢ 3
met at the time by an app
notorious facts, and, co iar 23
me, the statement ne was challenged.
In the first place the charge as now made
involves a not very slight anachronisia in
the matter of my leaving the country.
I did not leave eitherat or near the the out-
break of the war as oune too ‘“:disloyal” to
risk it. Yor the first year and a half of the
war I continued actively employed as o
pastor in Louisville, one of the foci of the
jublic excitement, and, therefore, gave am-
ple opoortunity for comparing my condnet
as a minister with my prineiples ot a non-

olitical ministry. Notonly so, but when,
1n order to destroy my intluence, this charge
of inconsistency aud disloyalty was publiciy
made—then and there, wuen any msatate-
ment could be exposed, L made an “Ap-
peat to the Christian public” against the
calumnies of an article m the Danwille Re-
vicw‘ in which I sot forth fully my position
as fodows:

“T fearlessly apneal to all men of all par-
ties, public officers and private citizens,
who of their own knowledge huve known
my manuer of lile for eighteen mounths past,
for tue correctness of the following general
slatemnent:

“First, That as a citizen I have waived
my rights, and abstained from all writing
and public discourse on political subjects.
That [ have neither made auy parade of, nor
any concealment of, my poiitical opinions,
which opinions have been those of provably
nine-teaths ot the pcople of Kentucky up
to six months ago, if not now, viz: ZFor
the Union on the busis of the Crittenden

C o

110 pu

* Compromise, or proper guarautees to the

slave Btates; against the theory of seceszion,

and against the Black Republican platform.
That with such_political opinions, my pre-
judices have also been the naturul preju-
dices of a Border State man against Aboli-
tionism, only be'ghtenecd, perhaps, by re-
ligious convictions of the aibeistic tenden-
cios of that fanaticism. That with such
political opinions and such prejudices my
feelings have been only thuse natural o
o mun reared in Virginia, and bound .o her
people by a thousand obligations for
unbounded kindness and almost pa-
rental affection toward me from the days of
my childhood and poverty, on through
youth and manhoud up to the time of tuis
cubappy wur. That yet, quietly acquiesec-
ing in the decision of the people orf Ken-
tucky at the last election, however I might
doubt its wisdom, I have hones:ly and
faithfully, as a citizen, abided by, respected
and obeyed the laws as administered in;the
State, and that, according to the Apostolic
injunction, ‘‘not only for wrath, but also
for conscience sake;’” that not only con-
forming to the rigid demands of law us a
citizen, but also as & Christian man, I have
allowed no prejudice to lim’t my obliga-
tions. Tor, while 1 have steadfastly repel-
led the blasphemons claim of either won-
arch or mob toassume the functions of Om-
niscience, and search into the secret sym-
pathies of the heart, for the test of truec al-
to Cwesar, I have, on the cther
sver f to cxpréss my honast
y with the sick, tbe wounnded, the

and oiten ucglecied Wederal zol-
diers, and 1o attest that sympethy in most
subsfantial form, to the whole, and more
than the whole, extent of my ability, as
thousands of the soldiers and scores of their
officers will testify, and have testified, with
tears of gratitude.”

Men and brethren,, if there was anything
in the whole of that great rebellion that
stirred my scul with indignatio>n always
within me, it wus not the robberies that I had
to endure; it was this clium set up by coarse,
vulgar men, to come and pry into the sym-
pathics of my heart, demanding— [Tae
remainder of the sentencs was lnst amid ap-
plause and cheers.] It is bluspbemy agninst
Goul for man to aspire to legislate for ihe
soul, whica rises above their bolts and bars,
independent of them, as Gubriel upon the
walls of Heaven. It is blasphemy. I
8o pronounce it and arways did
pronounce it, and it i3 none of
their business where my sympathies are.
[Tremendous cheering.] Toomus Jefferson
says in that sreat act establishing religious
freedom: ‘it i3 time cnough for the Govern-
ment to interfere when feelings and opin-
jons break out into overt acts.”” A man
cannot be condemned because he has these
natural sympathies of gratitude with which
God Almighty bas endowed onr nature, and
which stick to usamid all the depruity
which has fallen upon our nature. Tell me
I must not have sympathy with the people
who, when 1wasa poor Irishman’s son,
took me by the haud and helped me to
Lelp myselt—that best way of helping—
that peuplein old Berkley, Va.!" And when 1
went over to the other side of the ridge, to




S
old Prince Edward—shall I

brethren? I was about,
to leave that school

the Seminary nt
ever forget il
after a year's study,
of the prophcts Deciuse my nioney ha
given out, and to go out teachng
awrain, as I had been doing before, to gei
money to 0 o1, when some noble spirit, I
know not who, with a delicacy that belonus
nowhere insucha decree as to the men of
that elorious straight-forward, old-fashioned
plantation State. |Cheering.] As Ihadeotall
ready, and wes packing up my baggace to
leave, old Doctor Baxter took me to his
study, and says he “I haye a note here from
a fiiend which I will read to you.”! ‘“‘Some
of the Loys.” he read, ‘‘have told me that
young Rubinson is to leave the Seminary to
go and get some more moncy. We cannot
gpare young men like him, and I send him
$100, which I wish him to make use of. and
when he guts ready to pay it back.” No
name. (When I went back afterward, when
God had prospered me, to hunt up that old
wan and pay back that 3100, I was unable
1o find him, and never have been from that
day to this. He was one of thosze who did
nob Tet his lett hand kuow what his right
hand doeth. Itobecondemned 8sa iraitor
because 1 have sympathy with the peopie
that treated me thus inmy boyhood! [Loud
applavse.] ;

Now, this declaration was not only made
in the face of the whole communily which
knew my manner of life, but was brought
{0 the attention of the General Assembly of
1862, of which L was a member. No one
even challenzed it. And notoriously I re-
+ained the confidence of the military offi-
cers, in spite of a!l the ciforts of ecclesias-
tical malignity, up to the time of my leav-
ing home. Even 80 late as Junuary, 1865,
I received the following remarkable testi-

mony to my fidelity to priociple, {rom one P

of the most trusted and trustworthy of the
military directors of the State, into whose
hands the power was put after it was tuken
irom Governor Magoflin. It isa statement
whicn, as I had occasion to publicly re-
mind the President, is equally creditable to
me and discreditable to the administration
ander which it was made. BSays 2 letter to
me from this high ofiicial:

«J have felt that yours is & peculiarly hard
case, for I ncver heard even your bitterest ac-
cusers allege one act of jours which deserved
condeinnation; and yet 1 feel sure that you
are acting wisely in rewmaining a fugitive
trom your family, your congregation and
your business.”’

Tt would seem to me that thescreferences
should give a quietns to the multitude of
falsehoods expressed and insinnated that
my practice contradicted my doctrine of the
non-political character of the ministry.

At the first outbreak of the politico-ec-
clesinstical fanaticism, seeing that not a
single Protestant religious journal was
open for the utterance of our doctrine, I
established an organ called the True Pres-
byterian in April, 1862, ab Louisville, de-
voted exclusively to the exposition and de-
fense of the principle of a non-political
Church. This, no doubt, was the grand
gecret of .the defamatory assaulis begun
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upon me, and ever sinco kept up by the
Protestant journals of the whole country.
Taough not a line of political, or mlllmry(1

d or sccular news or discussion was admitte

into s columns, yet being a terrible thorn
in the flesh to all those who were seducing
the Protesiant Churchies into the politica
apostaey, when ull liberly of speech was de-
stroyed 1n Kentucky, o ter the eclection of
1864, the paper wis suppressed by military
authority. An extract fromthe protest and
appeal to the public at that time will hezo
show that the suppression of my paper was
not beeause my practice contradicted my
doctrine. I then wrote:

«As to ‘sympathy with rebellion,’ thal
modest and convenient official synonym for
non-sympathy with the party in powrr,
which Is insinuated as the reason for this
suppression, suflice it to sy that it would
anawer equally well as a reason to justity
{he arrest and suppretsion of the business
of every one of the 1,700,000 voters, and of
the 10,000,000 population they represent,
who at the recent election expressed their
want of sympatiy with the administration.
Nay, wounld more clearly justify it, since
these mmllions positively and activel;' op-
posed the administration, while the True
Presbytesian, confining itself exclusively to
ccelesiastical matters, stood aloof from all
political and military questions, exe:pt in
dircetly, as they were obtruded upon the
Church.

“The readers of the True Presbyterian
need net to be told that, neither recently
nor at any time, has the paper contained &
single paragraph justly obmoxious to any
Taw, civil or military; that it never pub-
lished or commented upon political or mili-
tary news; and tuut it confived itself exclu-
sively to Church affuirs, especially to ex-
ounding the duty of the Church to stand
aloof from secular questions, after the ex-
ump]e of Christ and his Apostles.

«Indced, if the current estimate of Gen.
Burbridge in Kentucky is to be taken, it
would be gross injustice to suspect him of
ever baving read a column of the paper, or
of the ca}mcity to understand it if he had.
Manifestly, therefore, somethin% else than
the contents of the paper must have been
the reason torsuppression; for it is not to be
presumed that the Government has got to
the point of punishing, as a crime, even
bold and outspoken opposition to the use
of the Church and her agencies for the sup-
port of political measures and principles, or
bold and outspoken rebuke of obscquious
ecclesiastics, even thongh they be_{riends
of the Government. So far, Mr. Lincoln,
on the contrary, has declnreci againet Gov-
ernments ‘running the churches.” Thereal
cause not being within his own knowledge,
the editor is inclined to accept the explana-
tion given by popular opinion in the State,
which traces the suppression of the True
Presbyterian to the same source as the ar-
rests of Col. Jacobs and Mr. Shipmaun, the
former of whom wrote, and the latter pub-
lished and editorially indorsed, a scathing

exposure of the reckless mendacity ot Dr. .

R. J. Breckinridge in the Danville Review."
This paper had been violently opposed

(5]
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from tho first. I was determined if it
cost the last dollar I had—and it did
{oke al] I had—tbat I would have a
hearing, and taking all I bLad,l put it
in that organ and kept {ialking, and
Isald all I bad to say in the trae vernaca-
lar, and if that is treason make the moss of
it.  [Appiauge.] Toat paper went on. It
was growled nbout and was an evesore, al-
thoug.a I never ellowed a word of po:itical
or military news to go intoit. But yet Loat
paper was specially disloyal in the oyes
of a certain cluss of men; and one Suuday
duy night, in going fo my congregation,
when there was great excitement in tac
city and general alarm, an oflicer thongbt
he ougat to do som:thing to save the State.
He wus n Preshyterian, and it was Sunday,
aud so he sent down « policeman, wao laid
hold of me belore my congresiution, s0 as
to create a panie, L sappose. What was the
next step? L was taken over to the Provost
Marshal's office, and in a4 room an interest-
ing billetdoux from the Gencral command-
ing was read to me, giving notice that my
paper could not come out on Thursday
morning. All these days belween, and yet
he hus to step in on Sunday night and stop
me on my way to my pulpit to bear the or-
der.

As to the charge that, beeause of con-
scious disloyalty, L fled from home and
went and conspired and preached azainsg
my Government in Canady, it is sufficient
merely Lo say, of a matter known to Eo
many persons, and therefore easily dis-
proved if untrue, that 1left home o & vaca-
tion tourinJuly, 1862, which I had arranged

for while at the Assembly of 1862, iv May—
never having been arrested or_called upom’

to take any military oath; that I was, in Au-
gust, traveling in Canada, expecting to go
by way of Montreal to_Boston, when I met
numbers of our best citizens, who had fled
from a reign of terror inaugurated in Louis-
ville, which, without cause shown, was ar-
resting, imprisoning and banishing the best
men of the city; that, by the advice ot
fricnds and the concurrence of my pastoral
charge, I quietly remained in Canada to
await the return of law and order; for, as
the irresponsible power of this reign of ter-
ror was in the hands of the very men whom
1 bad before exasperated by certain ecclesi-
astical controversies—first with the Uni-
tarian minister, Mr. Attorney Gen'l Speed’s
brother-in-law; secondly, with certain self-
constituted representatives of what we
popularly call Campbellism; and. thirdly,
with the venerable Profcssor of Theolugy
at Danville, nubody supposed they wounld
permit me to go on with my work as 8
pastor and public teacher in Kentucky. L
tuerefore, remained where I was. Finding
a noble university and other excellent
schools of cvery grade in Toronto, I super-
intended the ecducation of my own children
there, and also directed and advised, a8 far
as I could, the education of the scores of
youths'who were driven tkither from all
parts of the United States. Being a minis-
ter of religion well known, I acted as ud-
viser and protector of many ladies with
their families, whom the troubles and out-

e —

rages of the times drove thither. Notbeing
disposed (o affiliute with my Presbyteriun
brethren {here, or they with me, on account,
ol their thinking me a great sinner accord-
inz to the anti-slavery gospel, and I think-
g them semi-infldels” accordinz to my
doctrine of the authority of the Scripturcs,
a5 the inspiration of God, L pro-
cared a public hall and preazhed
regularly for ncar three ycars for the
penefit ~of the students” and  other
transient people of tie city, refusing any
compensation. In the meantime 1 wrote
diligently for ;y paper while it was pub-
Jisaed, and latterly wrote & jurge volume
expository ol the scheme of redemption 2s
revealed in the Serpture. Waetaer thus
occupied in watehing over the younz—aid-
iug und comforting helpless women and
children—preacaing the Gosp:l to crowds
of people, embracing snme five hundred cd-
ueated yeuug men—editing 1wy religious
journal, and writing expositions of the Gos-
pel—I was discharging the functions of my
office in accordance with my prineiples, us
we!l as if I bad been vetting np bogus stock
sehiemes and swindling emizration schemes,
or in firing the Northern heart to the exter-
mination point, or p'aying patriotic hanger-
on tu invading armies, perpetrating pious
stealings and robberies among a heipless
people, or in playing  the ceclesiostical
loafer at laree—ail that I must leave to the
decision of the grave ductors who think my
election to their body an insuli and de-
flance.

That I have stated correctly my occapa-
tion in Canada—that I kept aloof fromn any
and all acts of hostility against my Govern-
ment, and in no case practised iu Canada
differently from iy doctrine, as 1o the
functions of a Gospel minisier—is simply
one of those notorious public tacts that can
be attested by thousands of people. Men
and women of the highest character in
halfa score of States of the Union can attest
it. Men here in this assembly to-night, no
doubt, who Lnow my manner of life in
Canada, will attest il. I offer, asa speci-
men of what five hundred men will say, the
following note from one of the most in-
tensely “Northern men I met in Canada,
which” was published in connection with
what I took occasion to say myselfl in 2
public letter of June 19, 1865, in responsc
to the infamons insinuation of onc of Mr.
Joseph Eolt's utterauces through {he lips
of' one whom at the time he could not but
know was 2 poor perjured wretch:

“So much for the refuree jn Canada. Now
as to the inlensity of my treason here I
bappen to have tbe means at hand, Mr. Em-
mons, of demfonstruting that, during my
voluntary exile in Canadt, I have faithfully
maintained my integrity as a cilizen of the
Uniteua States, and as the minister of anon-
secular gospel.  With little personal ac-
quantance, indeed, the American Consul
here, as flerce as the flercest for the Admin-
istration, yet a just man, will no doubt de-
clare to you, as he has voluntarily declared
to me, that, though in a position, as the
great ear-trumpet of' the Government here,
fo hear everything,-he has never before
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heard my namo associated with any violent
speech  or _ hustile  action aguinst
the United States Government. = Tue
laree  conpgregution that nttcn‘ded
npon wmy minstey, espeeially every Sab-
bat1 evening, composed in kuge part of
those who sympathise with the North, and
a olill largzer part of thuse who are
utterly out ol sympathy with my opin-
. jous toucaing the Bibloe and slavery, not
Jonyg sinee presenfed me widh a stroag tes-
timony to my tuthialuess, candorand mod-
eration as a mimster; and, appended to this
tes.imonial, is the following very clear
declaration, touching the ‘‘infensity” of
my treason, from a man whose 0wn sympa-
thies bave been “intensely” with the North,
and whose business is of a character which
mukes him, next to the American Consnul,
best acquueted with every mau’s reputa-
tion in Canada:

¢ Rev. Stuart Robinson—Dear Sir: I
have heard of the testimouial presented by
your present bearers in Toronto, and as one
who tor two years cnjoyed the rare privi-
Iege of personal and pastoral re’ationship
with you in Toronto, I desire to add my
testimouy to your fidelity as a minister of
the Gospel, to your principles ot non-inter-
ference of the Chureh of God with the secu-
lar afiaiss of the day, or of the Siate with
the Caurch of Gol.

“cLegwe say that, thongh differing from
you sirongs y oa the suoject of slavery. and
in many respeeis as to your views of the
stragglc in the United Btates, Inever had
my feelings burt, or prejudices otlended, in
all 1 ever aeard you say. On the countrary,
1 always admnired your reticenee in respect
to the ~ause and course of the war, and sel-
dom heard a reterence (o it except a prayer
for a righteous peace,’

“Now, Mr. Emmons, thisis the testimony
of ‘intens¢’ Nor hern men coucerning tho
man whom Mr. Joseph Holt gets a perjured
villain to swear and publish to the world
4s one of the most Intense of the triitors
wlio bave taken refuse m Canada This is
the man waom ecclegiastical cut-throats,
cven ot his own Coureh, are hounding on
you, perhuaps, as well as the secular picss,
to vilify a8 not only a traitor, but a Ieloa
and a plotter of erimes against humanity !

Tais letter to Enmoas, rememou, was
written and published in Canada—with the
peoplo to whom I appealed around me and
tae Amcrican Corsul on the spot—uny of
themn to answer and dispute if they daved to
canllengze.

1 may safeiy leave here this question of
my occunpation in Canada, refeiring you to
the bunireds ot Americans who knew me
there. Ask any of viem if they ever knew
ms to have any other connection, with
even Soathern 1riends there, than in meas-
ures of commun Caristian caarity, such as
cvery Gospel minister is bound to do, und
suc. sociul intereourse as gentlemen should
have with eaca other. Ask any Canachan,
of them all, (ontside, of course, the ciijque
ol the Torouto Glob:, whose acti-sluvery
fanaticism led it {o ussail mo when I first
went there,) it ever, a3 a minister, I varied

from the practice of my theary of a non-po-
litical miuistry.

But at the close of the war those who had
been asserting and. defaming me as tho wit-
ness fer this doctrine scemed {o grow des-

erate at the thought of my return home to
renew the conflict on more equal terms, they
having no longer the bayonet arguwent
with whieh (o silence me. Aund a3 a last
desoerate expedient they conspited seem-
ingly with certain functionarles of the Gov-
croment to take advantage ol’ the popular
insanity about plots, conspiracies and
assassinations to associate my name in the
popular mind with these horrible aflairs.
They were eautious enough, indeed, not to
risk their credibility even before a public
mad with 1ts eraving to be fed with the
most highly-seasoned sensational horrors,
by charging more than merely some knowl-
cdge of the existence of these plots on my
part. Suddeniy liars and perjurers were at
4 premium, Government agents were out in
search of them, and they became the heroes
of {he hour. Under this state of things
no wonder that creatures could be
found ready enough to swear any-
thing whiech the men that controlled
the money wanted. The result was
the famous “suppressed testimony’’ in the
Bureau of Militery Justice—suppressed,
the gullible public were told, from some
mysterious denger to the lives of the wit-
ncsses, but suppressed, 8 the event shows,
iroin a mysterious danger rather to tue lifo
of tueir lies before they had finished the
worls, and danger to the political and social
lite of their employers, if those calnmniated
v them should get an opportunity of ex-
Wsing them. A3 a matter of literary cu-
rivsity I have looked over the witcheradt
trials and treason frials of the dark and
bloody times in England, to compare with
these proecedings in the Burean o” Military
Justice, and I hesitate not to give the judg-
ment, that guillibility more voracious on
the part of the recipients of the testimony,
lawlessness more oulrageous on tae part ot
those who gathered and drew out.the testi-
moay, peijuries more barefaced, villainous
and preposterous than tbe whole of the
testimouy itseli, cannot be found in all
history than waul 1s known as tue “‘sup-
pressel testimony.” I cinnot here go into
that q westion, but must refer you to my
letter o Me. Emmnons, of the 19Lh of June
lasi; and still more particularly to the p.o-
test of . W. Cleary against tuc Peesident’s
proclamation, appended to which will be
iound the suppressed testimony examined,
and the evidence, careluly taken in due
formn of law, establishing beyond the possi-
bility of question that every ono uf the
thres witnesses—Montgomery, Merrit, and
Conover—not only perjurcd themselves in
cvery etatement, but that their perjuries aro
of the most proposterons character, and im-
possible to bo true; tbat not a man ofa
score or more named by them could possi-
bly bave been at Montreal to be secn and
spolken Lo by them as they represent; that
Nerrit himself was not withis five hundred
miles of Montreal during the month that
he pretonded to have bevn present at con-
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spiracles thera and to bave heard aletter
read from Jefferson Davig, efej that
Montgomery,who claimed to be Tiompson's
mesgenger, never was in Jacob Thompson's
service at all, being deteeted ns an imposter
the tirst time he ever wet him; that Cono-
ver, who swore to all the interviews and
plots with Tuompson in Montieal, durinyg
the memorable Januury and £ebraary, 1865,
never suw Thompsen, who was not within
three hundred iles of Montrealduring the
time, nor, a8 Conover's own letter shows,
had he any acquaintance with Thompson
up (o March 20th, '65, when Conover wrote
proposing bimseif to destroy tne Croton
Waterworks, and was denounecd by Thomp-
son as a fool Mr Cullen, book-seller
across thestreet here,tells me hie has uvrant-
od to wet within a few days a supply of this
remarkable pampalet of AMr. Cleary. To
thay T refer any of you who wish to look
into this curious matier.

1t was the last named ot these witnesses
(Conover), and the absurdest liar of them
all, through whom Mr. Holt soight—as I
verily belicve, by ccelesiasticas instigation
—to taint my reputation as a minister, by
asliing ii e had not seen me ussocialing
with the so-called conspirators at Montreal,
and got the facile perjurer 1o answer yes
though I never have been in Montreal since
in June, 1864, I attended u wedding there,
a3 once before I went there to sce poor
James B. Clay die, and once before passed
Moutreal on o visit to Quebee. And yet
this bare faced liar swore to secing me in
Montreal in January, to Mareh, 1805, ass0-
ciuting with Taombson and Blackburn 2nd
assenting to sehemes of murder, thourh a
thousand people knew L could not have
been ' Morvwreal after June, 1864, about,
tixe twme the Comicderaie Comuwissioners
wouse on their way to Upper Canada,

This «e was the wore disgraceful to M.
TMolt {rom navine bHeen suggested by his
ques'ion io a perjurer whom Mr. Holt must
Dave kknown to bave just perjured himself
in swearing directly the reverse of what be
yiad sworn only three months before mn the
trial of the St.” Albans raiders. A perjurer
who within & week or two swore he bad
never been to Washington to swear at alll
That some imposter personated him! Aud
then went back to Washington and swore
that he swore this in peril of his lile, from
a crowd of dusperadoes headed by one of
the most prominent lawyess in Montreal!
Suc. was Lae creature whom Mr Holt used
to taint the good name of agruspel minister!

TLo other tonl emaluyed to get tois stun
fixed on my character was a miseruble Jfew-
Christiun Atheist, whom 1Mr. Emmous
knew, ss he admirted 1o myself and Gov.
Magotlin, hefore 1he ereature was shipped
to toe “Burean of Military Justice,” to be
a weeteh who kept his oath for sale, and
boasted that for five dollars he would 8wear
anyth ng to suil—who had sworn a Ken-
tuckian out of Fort Lathyette asa British
subject, in spite of the precautious of Lord
Lyons and Lord Menes to guard asunst
his perjuries—and who, of course, tor the
$130 which Mr Emmons gave him asa re-
tainer, womld swear thirty lies as great.

1
1

Tbis miserable creature—whom a stranger
had written me, as a minister of the Gos-
pel, to assist in his wretebed poverty to the
amount of 320 and draw on him for the
money, and concerning whose churucker.

happeued to inquire of Dr. Blaclkburn, uls0

tben a stranger to me personally, Wit
whom I never spoke twenty mintlcCs=>

took advantage of the premiuing olfc{'c(l
for perjurers to turn 2 penny, and finding
that something toward defuming e woulit
be an acceplable article iu the markel, took
advantaoe of that aceidental meeting with
De. Biackburn to weave me in as one ol the
herocs of Lis filthy and devilish yellow fever
romance; nol indeed us an actor in the
drama—that would endanger the credibility
of his story—but as a sort of outside ad-
viser., But when this poor creature was
ealled Laek to Toronto (o testity in the ease
before o real conrt of justice, Jike his ances-
tor and patron saint, Judas, conscience-
stricken at the villainous use he saw was
made of the lic against the man whose char-
ities had kept lus wile and ebildren from
starvation, hie handed to the American Com-
sul his golemn recantation of the lie, to be
given to me. Here it is, with the Consul's
indorsement.

“ToroxTo, May 23, 1865.
“I, Godfrey J. Hyams, never stated to any
person thut Dr. Stuart Xobinson knew anvthing
of the expedition conuceted with Dr. Luke 135
Bla:kbare avd myself, reapecting In ectins tho
clothes with yellow fever or small-por: that
when | applied to him for money to go away, be
gaid he won'd not loan or give any moency (o
commit an overt act against the Unlted States:
that Lo never done anythingz ageiust the Gov-
ernment or never would help kim to do so.
(This, thouzh not said to lyams, wag, no doubt,
hicard by him from scores of others, us having
been gaid by me to them, for my cargful avoid-
awco ol ail hostile acts was rotoriows to every-
body,) He (Dr. Robinson) furtber statel he did
not know whar I was goinz to_do, and did (nut)
want to know. T thew =aid I did not iufend to
tell him. I solemnly belicve he did not kuow

enything about it

“(Signed) GODFLEY J. HYAMS.®
Tadorsed by tho American Consul as loliows:

“Tornxto' May 50, 1365.
“The within stafement was handed to me by
Godfiey J. Hyams, to ba transmitied to Dr.

Hobinson.
*(Sigued) D. THURSTON."

And yet remember, after all this, the
wre.ch ‘was shipped off from Toronto,
where be was about to he indicted for balf a
dozen perjurics, to flrure 23 a great witness
before the Burean of Military Justice.

His perjuries thers seem fo have made
little impression. His employers seem o
have lost confidence in this Karris, alias
Eyams, after s reeantation as to me. They
seemed to consider that Judas' sin cousist-
ed chiefly in not sticking to tue lie once
told, and his folly in throwing away his 50
picces of silver.

I ust refer yon for tho singnlar details
of tlus lnathsome perjury to wmy letter to
Emmonsz, of June 19, 1865. This letter had
a circulation of probably 200,00), and im-
mediately npon 1ts appearance, for some
cause or other, very suddenly the whole
matter of the su&preased testimony was
hashed up, Tho intcliigent pertion of the




ress scemed ashamed of tho borri-
%(Izg‘ﬂ:lej and the Bureau of Military Jus-
{ice itself seems to long to have it forgotten
far more than do some of the parties afivet-
ed by it. A e

And yet the ccclesiastical jonrnals scomed
Joth to” give up so hopeful a chance to de-
stroy the man of the Trae Presbyterian
and the Free Christinn Commoawealth.
Tuough compelled to fake bacic the de-
famaiion which they bad eivenlated, by the
outrmged common sense of the Christinn
public it was genceraly with n mamlest dis-
appointment that 1t had not proved trug,
and in some cases with the most milignant
sort of bhissing in the recuntation.

It is surely o surprisiag state of things
that, after a falsehood so gross and prepos-
terous has, been so thorouguly erushed, and
afier thie aiders and abetlors of it have been
so thorouguly put to shame, and atter the
inteliigence of the secular world bas come
to loatue the whole thing of this suppressed
testimony~ as an ineifiiceable stigma upon
the reputation of our eountry—sancdmoni-
ous malevolence if it dare not say it—yet
loses no opporiunity of iusiauating it
iu a whisper, as a justifiable method of
ecclesiastical warfare! Having taken pains
to send every Presbyter an minister a copy
of the letter to Emmons, exposisg this vil-
lainy, I feel justified in holding any such
responsible us a willful falsifier betore the
pnblic for again repeating it; yet I cannot
forget that there are others who may
neitber have seen the exposure nor suspect
the motive which leads to the whispered
reinsinuation, nor consider how the heats
of ceelesiastical strife are apt to generate
swarms of scarabei Lo buzz and trundle in
the filth of defamation. But what rizht
have men to plead ignorance for an infa-
mous lie which they propagate without
knowir g anything abont it?

Sucu s the sort of wuirfare carried on in
this case against me, s a witness for the
truth in Jesns. It is a terrible proof of the
fallen condition of our chureh. 1f this
statement scem long to you, it has the ad-
vantige of incidentally Jeveloping the
arcat doctrine at issue, for asserting which
this ctfort is made to destroy the testimony
by assailing the character of the witness.

Let me now briefly state the nature of the
quesiion involved in the ecclesiastical
striles which have so arrested your atten-
tion as to lead to this meeting.  One of the
grand peculiarities of the Gospel system,
as we understand © it—that which dis-
tinguishes it from beathen systems—is the
idew it sugwests of tw2 governments in the
world, each complete in itseli. One, ihe
civil government ordained by God  as
author ol nuture under those ethical laws
which reason and the light of nature teach;
the other, the spirituil government, or-
dained by God as the Mediator under those
positive laws revealed in His Word. Ve
hold that these two are vot to be confound-
ed; that the Church can no more propagate
a political faith by what we call the power
of the keys, than the ecivil govern-
menc propagate religion by the power of
theaword. In its last analysis, to affirm
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the competency of the Church to meddle
with civil nffairs is heathenism, For, after
wll, the rhetoric against the aspiring priests
of the dark ages for first originating spiri-
tual despotism through union of Cuurch
and State, the fact is, that this union bewan
long before even the era of Christ and bis
Apostles  Religion and the priests of re-
ligion were toe richt arm ol every pagan
government. The Pontitex Maximus, at
Y{ome, in pagan times, and the College of
Priests, were, in fact, the ultimate power of
the State, since no election could be bad
against their veto. The system of Jesus
Curist involved a Kkingdom, but ‘‘not of
tius world,” apart trom” Cesar's Kingdom.
And in no point is the re.gion ot Jesus
wore clearly distinguished from all hu-
man relizions than in tuis its peculiar idea
of o government spiritual, complete and
distinet, trom the civil governments which
the Author of Nuture has ordained for
society.

The connection of Church and State orig-
ina ed first in the conversion of u Roman
Emperor, Constantme, who, by bis pacan
political education and creed was unavle to
conceive that the empire could be ruled
witbout a rehgion and priests, and at the
sawe time was unable to indorse, by using
uny longer pagan priesis, and tnerefore sub-
stituted the Christian ministry for the pagan
priesthood.

It was the Jusiinian code, based upon
this orizinal heathen conception, which
keptup the conneciion, which code continu-
ed to rule all Europe for one thousand years.
It was the power of'that code, and the influ-
ence of the jurists, not ot the priests, that
kept the Church in alliance with the State,
and raised that issue—Which shall be su-
preme, the spiritual or temporal? Now,
there is really no such issue according to
the Gospel. The spheres of the two
arc  dis.inct —each supreme in its
own sphere. You will find - that
the jurists who have so cloauently assailed
the arrogant cluims of the Courch to su-
premacy over the State yet turn round and
teach the cqually absurd dogma that the
State is supreme and the Cuurch subject.
This is the Gallican doctrine and the Angli-
can doetrine—tue docetrine of all'European
State Courch systems. Nor are the Repub-
lican jurists less inclined to the same blun-
der vi conrounding the spheres civil and
spiritual.  Vattel's chapter on “‘piety and
religion” is as ouirageous as ever priest or
jurist of’ the dark ages aughbt. And even
Story and Webster, under the influence of
the New England error in “‘confounding
what God bath sundered,” will be found to
utter dogmas of the States’ relation to re-
ligion which are, at bottom, but Gospel-
washed heathenism, i

It was this theory that Brownson assailed
so vigorously; and, insofar as he assails that
theory and the current New England theory
of the Church and State, Brownson has, no
doubt, the best of the argument. But
neither is the spiritual supreme over the
temporal nor the temporal over the spirit-
ual.” I'or Jesus Christ, as Creator, hath or-
dained the State supreme in tewporals, and




o

AND REYV. STUART ROBINSON. 13

as Mediator, the Church supreme in spirit-
uals—each in its sphere.

Thie was the doctrine of the Scottish Re-
formers. They, however, were obliged to
hold their theory in abeyance under the
Jjealousy of civil tyrants. Iiyub in the Amerl
can system of civil polily, for the first
time, the civil government acknowledged
the independence of the spiritual power.
The great bill enunciating this principle
was that which Jefferson thought bis im-
mortal act; and he desired it to be
inscribed upon his tombstone—that he was
the “‘author of the nct establisbivg religious
freedow.” This great act, among other
things. declares:

“T'hat, whereas, Almighty God hath
created the mind free:—thut all attempts to
influence it by temporal punishment or bur-
theus, or by civil incorporations, tend only
to beget habits of' hypocrisy und meanuess,
and are o deparfure from the plan of the
Holy Author of our religion, who, being
Lord both of body and mind, yet chose not
to {jlmpngntc it by coercion on either, as was
in His almighty power to do;—that the 1m-
pious presumptions 2flegislators and rulers,
civil and ecclesiastical, who being them-
selves but fullible and uninspired men, have
assumed dominion over oilers, setiing uv
their own opinions and modes of tninking
as the only true and infallible, and as suca
endeavoring to impose them on others,
botb estabiished and maintained fulse relig-
ions over the greater part of the world and
through all time.

“That to suffer the civil magistrate to in-
trude his powers iuto the fiewd of opinion,
and to restrein the protession or propusa-
tion of principles, on supposition of taeir
ill tendency, is a dangerous fallacy, whichat
once destroys all religious liberty, because
hie, being ol course judgze of that tendency,
will make bhis opinions the rule of judg-
ment, and approve or condemn the senti-
ment of others only as they shail square
with, or duffer from, his owuw; that i is lime
cnough for the wightful purposes of civil
government, jor officers to interfere when
principles break out into overt acls azainst
peace aud good order: and, flnally, that
trath is great and will prevail, if left 10 her-
sel 5 that sbe is the proper and suilicient
antagonist to error, and has nothing to fear
from tue conflict unless, by human inierpo-
sition, disurmed of her patural weapons,
Jree argument and debate—cerror ceasing to
be dangerous wien it is permilicd jreeiy to
contradict it.

2. Be it enacted by the General Assemibly,
That no man shall be cowpelled to irequent
or support any reiigions wursnip, place or
minisiry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced,
restrained, molested, or burthened iu his
bo.ly or goods, nor suali otherwise suffer on
tecount of nis rehigious vpinions o1 belier,
but tuar all men shal) be free to proiess, and
by urguament 1o maintain, their apinion in
wiatters of religion, nad that the sume shall
1 no wise ditmnish, enlarge, or atlece their
c1vil capacities

S Aud though we well know that the
Assembly, elected by the peapie for the or-
dmary puipozes of legiclation oply, huve no

ower to restrain the acts of succceding
Assemblics, constituted with powers CG._U‘S
to our own, and that therefore to declure
this act to be irrevocable, would be of no
cffect in law; yet we are free to declare l{z'ag
the rights hereby asserted are of the natui al
rights of mankind, and that, it’ any uct shal
be herefter passed to repeal the present, or
{o narrow 1ts operation, such act will be an
infringement of natural right.”

Such is the true American theory. Inow
present, in contrast and by way OI speci-
men of the New England theory, the fol-
lowing provision ol” the Constitntion ol
Massachugetts of 1739;

“3. As the happiness of a people and the
good order aud preservation of civil govern-
ment essentially depend upon piety, reli-
gion and morality, and these cannot be
generally diffused  throughout -the commu-
mty but by the institution of 2 public wor
ship ol God, and of public institutions ot
piety, religion and morality, therefore, to
promofe their bappiness and to secure the
@ood order and preseivation of the Gov-
c¢roment, the people of this Commonwealth
have a right to invest their Legislature with
power to require the several townships, &e.,
to make suitable provision ai their own ex-
pense for the institution of the public wor-
sbip ol God, aud for the supnort and main-
teuance of public Protestant teachers of
ety and religion, in all cases where su b
provizion shall not be made voluntarily,
and to enjoin upon all the subjecis an at-
tendance upon tueir wstructions.”

Now, it is chese two theories of Virginia
and of Massacausetts that have been al-
ways in antagonism in our Profestant
Churches. The Mussachusetts theory rea-
son3 that, religion being necessary to mo-
rality and marality to liberty, therefore the
State should propagute religion. The Vir-
ginia theory reasons from the same pre-
mise to precisely the opposite conclusion,
viz—Rcligion is necessary to morelity and
morality to liberty; thercfore the State
should Leep its sooty jingers off rcligion, and
the Church not detile ber garments with
the State; that religion may be kept pure,
and thereby morality pure—and thus iiber-
vy be nreserved. Tor the lalse merality
which is founded npon an impure religion
and does wickedness from conscientivns-
ness iz the worst immorulity end most dan-
gerous to liberty.

And these great truths of Christ, {he sole
King and jaw-giver, to the Church and its
non-political coaracter, are just us cssential
to Chistian liberty in the Churck The
greas difliculty 1s, that men will insist on
regarding both onr theological views of fuc
doctrine of Christ’s headship, and our
views of the greav fundamental principles
of ccclesiastical polity, as mere abstrac-
tioms of litile prac.ical value  They donot
see Low the specific constitniional rules
have tieir root in these great principles.
Henee they have been 8o slow {0 pereeive
Low the ialse doetrines of tue delivercnee
of 18061 must, of neeessity, lead to th
Iiydea-neaded autoeracy of vue Asseinbly of
1866. The very tone of the debates—tae
nice, hair-splitung  argumeats about our
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i onsequence has followed in the
}louslsr%rtp(l!hcrisling constitutional liberty, and
the creclion of & hydra-headed autocrucy it
{he very church most conspicnous hitberto
for its testimouy i1 behalfof a free Chris-

ian commonwealth. 2
U d brethren, the constitution

men an
wglclltx’cmist cave his Chared i3 higher than
the “majority of four to one.” Tue Gener-
al Assembly is_nob the Chureh, nor even
cssential in the Presbyterian sysiem of the
Church. Iiis amere creature of the Pres-
byseries, Lrought into existence by them
from year to year, by commissioners whom
iheysend toactand tuento return and report
to them their doings. Nor. does the foet
that an unscerupulous faction of newspaper
editors, and ddetors who can get no more
schools of the prophets

churches or g 4
to kill, place-hunting  priests aud
{he ecclesiastical loafers in  general,

has suceessfully conspired fo seize upon the
Church’s power and agencies, in the least
degree impair the righis of his people un-
der Christ’s law, or the noble Constitnfion
which our fathers set up as the expression
of Christ's law.

Think not, men and breibren, that I
stand here to complain of my Chureh and
her government; or that I take this appeal
to tbe public azainst my Church. God for-
bid, that Ishould go out to the world to
expose and villify {he mother that bore me
because in an evil hour she bath brought a
coarse and cruel step-futher into our house
to worry us out of it and seize upon our
rich ipheritance. Permit me rather, in

. conclusion, with all the zeal of filial affec-
tion to offer o word of apolvgy and extenua-
tion to three classes of outs.Cers who fake
occasion to scoff at the Chureu aad rehgion
because of these things.

Tir.t, tbat class woo cry out—*‘‘Behold
what a epecimen of Ciristian charity equh)"
and maguanimity.” I ofien ansvier {n0se
who piead as the excure for not coming to
Christ themselves, thai Curistians live 50
unworinily, with the question—*Do they
vol, after all, do pretty well, considering
tbe world they live in, and the company)
they have lo keep—even such as yoa~ I-u
petually infusing into their minds ‘and
heade your spint of unbelief, carelessness
and worldliness?” 8o Lere I'answer to
those who scoffat the caricatures of all low
and justice by those ceclesinstical ra'e <
Do they act so badly after all, considering
the compavy they have had to keep for 3
years pasu—sm_:h lm?'yers as you in plucc of
the old lawyers wnom the people trus :d
glslcﬁhgs ‘watchdogs of popular r »

udzes as have gi such decisic-
el el T (e
N y bones of the Hales
ansficlds and Marshalls rattle in iheir
cofline—such military courts and com e
sions—""Bureaus of Military Ju:ti +7 with
Piesidents, Julire Advocates: stice,” with
for che Uom'.u'u;\{u: : i .Lgs..m'd AL{L:)rne_\-r.
Cig.'nl:'sr'.c's are Y u di: .i;;f-énblllll)(-;:‘l}.n;:"c ce-
vita litite opportunity x(,‘:...rp’.f.amnf" {1"(1-
luw and cquity except e L iy fagegl
from ti.c lawy ers and j e .o otag
nity around toemt T x:;(‘m\ o fhc comniu-
u shame for 1y iy ¢, waen Iulusn
prosesaion, I take comiort
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in tho thought that my clerleal bref)

have not behaved much worse Kfﬁﬁh{ﬁ“
l:ngyers nni jutdgc‘shl il S

ccond, Asto the politicians X

1y my good friends, the Deemécx;g{itc‘:cug\ﬁ'
ticians, who have cried out, with p_u J
tice, 1 admit, against politieal preen.
ers aud church courls as the wo ¢
enemiss of true hverty and the most lnerth
tuols of usnrping tyranis. True, but 10
thia matter of the authority and in'dcnem;]
ence of the Chureh and state, respectively.
there are two sides to the question t,'\';”
cccleslastical and the political side. T'hero
are two spheres i which the truth is to bc
expounded and defended—ono in the St’lte
as well ng one in the Chureh. There &rg
two systems of ideas to be preserved and
guarded from corruption. The ecclesiastical
system of our Scotch fathers and the politi-
cal system of our American fathers. The
oreat ecclesiastical idea ot which Andrew

Melville was an apostle—-and the
pol tieal idea of which Thomas f]efrt
ferson was an apostle. Now it the

disciples ot Melyille have proved faithless
in the Church, during ten years past in
allowing the intrusions of the polit‘icn
clergy in the Church, have not the discipléa
of Thomas Jefferson proved equally faith-
less in submitting, with feeble protest, to
like intrusions of clerical politicians in the
State? You say why did you not put a stop
to this political preaching in the Chtweb?
I answer, why did not you, wito claim to be
the special depositorics ol Jefferson’s prin-
ciples, puta stop to preaching politics in
the name of Christ to the people. If, in
1854, instead of letiing the matier pass with
the single, but strong und noble protest of
Donglas, aguinst  the  sanctimonious
arrozence of the Chicago clergy, and tae
three thousand memonal clergymen ot New
England, you had puk into your platform
with Jefierson’s State Rights resslutions of
'08, Jefferson’s still greater religions iree-
dom resolution of 1753, and sent. forth your
orators and papersinto every neighborbiood
to teachitio the people, they would very
suon have sLancd tue rations of these Suu-
day political ¢ ecluimers, and thereby very
quickly have stopped their biatant months !
itanybody has a right to fhrow stones ‘at
the political churca as inconsistent and
faithless to principle. it is surely not my
good hiends ot the Democratic party. if
it is wood logle to argue the churca nas
prove@ faithless to priueiple, and therefore
Ler principle isa humbug, it is equally good
logic that the Democratic party has proved
fairhless to Jefferson’s principles. and there-
fore their principies are a humbug !

‘One word in conclasion to ibab class
generally who persuade themselves, in view
of this general apostasy of the Protestant
Churcbes jrom the great principies of
spiritnal liberty, that thervefore the Chureh
is a fuave and religion a failure. Ret son-
lng on the pojular ercor 30 commou both
in the Caurcia und oub ol i, that the
Caure., it a Divine organization, can do no

wrong, justead of Teasoping from 1aC
Propiiets, Apostles end Carist nimself, ‘Vhl";
)

bave ezpressly forewarned us tuat hroug
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all dispensations {he Church shall be liable
to all manner of corruption and wicked-
ncss, there might be some force in
the argument. But in reality the
Gospel Church herein manifests rather
its truly Divine character., This is the only
organization, and this the only system of
religious thought in all the history of the
world, that can thus decline to the very
verge of apostasy, and yet rebound from
final extinction.” No human religion, or
even human system of philosophy, ever re-
vives once it 1s smitten with decay. But
the history of the Gospel Church of God
is a history of perpetual alternation be-
tween declension and revival from first to
last. It bhas an hundred times been ap-
parently at the point of extinction, and yet
‘‘the gates ofhell have not prevailed against
it.” We whose faith is founded on the immu-
table word of God, and not on the outward
signs of the times merely, have been taught
to g{‘o calmly forward, witnessing for the
truth, and confldently resting upon the
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tbe mocker und the scoffer, who ‘“calleth
unto us from Seir,” and who, with the cruel
satisfaction of hereditary hate, taounts us
with the failure of all the covenants and
promises from the Church’s adorable ';E[cnq’,
snk']lng, “Watchman, what of the night?
“Where now the covenant with Abrabam
and the kingdom that was to be an ever-
lasting kingdom?”?

We have learned to answer back with
the prophet—‘‘The morning cometh’’—ye
minions of hell—“The morning cometh.’’
Just as surely as the God of Nature shall
cause the sun to keep his appointment in
the morning, just so sure shall the God of
Gruce restore the light to his Church in his
appointed time. ‘The sun of righteous-
ness shall arise with healing in his wings,”’
chage away our darkmess; and heal our
spiritual diseases.

In this confidence, men and brethren, we
stand forth before you to-night—sad, nof
for ourselves, but for the desolations which
Jacobinism is making in the Church ot

promise and the law of administration of God—yet cheerfully waiting for the conso-
our glorious King, even in the darkest lation of Israel. And having thanked you
hours of faithless apostacy. Standing with for this wonderful gathering when I began,
the old prophet-watchman in vision amid let me now thank you again for the kind
the darkness and desolation of a wasted Je- patience with which you have listened to

rusalem, and hearing the hoarse voice of me to this late hour of night.




