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“Is this the time, O Church of Christ, to sound
Retreat? To arm, with weapons. cheap and blunt,

The men and women who have borne the brunt ~

Of truth’s fierce strife, and nobly held their ground,

Ts this the time to hali, when all around

Horizons 'lift, new destinies cohfront,

Stern duties wait our nation, never wont |

To play the laggard, when God’s will was found?
No! Ra_ther gtrengthen stakes and lengthen cords,
Enlarge thy plang and gifts, O thon elect, ‘
Arid to thy kingdom come for such a time!

-The earth with all its fullness ig the Lord's,

QGreat -things attempt for Him, great things expect,

‘Whose love imperial is, Whose power sublime.

INDIVIDUAL EVANGELISM,
“And he brought him to Jesus.”—John 1:42.
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- (@ whoge praise and re-
[T}l ard are meager on
earth but shall be
great abobe, this book is af-
fectionately dedicated by the
- Synod of Mississippi
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¢ HE PURPOSE of this Volume
> is to put.in permanent form
the Addresses given at Synod’s
Training School for Christian
Workers, June 16-26, 1914.
We desire the instruction
and inspiration, which came to
those who atiended this School,
to be extended to that larger circle in our
Synod and in the Church, who came not
up fo this Mount of Privilege. :

The high merit, superior worth, and
deep spirituality -of those addresses pre-

clude the necessity for any apology for

their publication, ‘while the wide-spread
distribution of the literature of false
teachers filled with vicious doctrines
makes an imperative call to the Church io
send forth a literature filled with those
truths which make for the redemption and
uplift of man, and the glory of God.

Sincerely yours, o
COMMITTEE OF SYNOD.
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REEV, THERON H. RICE

I.
EVANGELISM.,
Dr. Theron H. Rice.

-The subject of Evangelism iz receiving today a
reat amount of earnest diseussion at the hands of God’s
hurch. The titles of eertain books recently issued will
give some notion of the variety of view points from
which the subject is being investigated. For instanee,
‘we have Dr. Campbell Morgan’s entitled simply *‘ Evangel-
ism,’’ then we have one by Dr. Chapman which he eallg
“‘Present Day Hvangelism’’; another writer has given
s a volume on ‘‘Normal Bvangelism’’; and a Canadian
inister has written- a book on ‘‘New Testament
‘Evangelism."’ .

It ig evidently impossible in four lectures to discuss
all the phases of this important subject. What I shall
attempt to say I shall gather up under four topies as
follows: The Call for FEvangelism; The Nature of
Hvangelism; The Agent in Evangelism; The Method of
Hvangelism. This morning we shall attempt to discuss

he first of these topies. Our subject therefore ig, ‘The
_Call for Evangelism.”’

In order to discover the situation which calls for
‘this great work om the part of the ehurch we must g0
far back in the history of the universe. When God
made the world He made it good exceedingly. It was
‘perfeet in all its parts. He erowned Iis wonderful crea-
tion with man. He made man a microcosm, that is to
gay, a little universe. We are not accustomed to -eom-
sider how wonderful a creature man is. e is the only
being God ever made in whose personality there is com-
bined both matter and spirit. In the body of man the
universe of matter reaches its climax. I do not suppose
there is anywhere a form of matter so highly organized,
o exquisitely endowed as the body of a human being.
n it matter reaches its finest form. The spirit of man,
on ‘the other hand, is breathed:in to him by God him-
self, it is made in God’s image after His likeness. This

REV. THERON H. RICE, D,D., LL.D,
Richmond, Va.
Personal Evangellsm




170 EVANGELISM 8

body and this spirit are blended in so wonderful a man-

ner that they form one complex whole. Now think of -

what the capacities of such a being as man are. He has

all the powers that belong to matter in its noblest and

highest eonditions. Ilis five senses are a harp upon
which the vigible and tangible universe plays as upon a
mighty ingtrument. All the exquisite sensations of sight
and sound and delicious odor and the joys of motion
and touch are man’s. As to his spirit he hag all the eapa-
cities which are suggested by the words thought and feel:
ing, prayer, communion with God, workers together with
God, and the like. In other words, man is capable of all
the joys of sense and of all the nobler joys of spiritual

life. Therg is attached to all this eapaeity for joy a
corresponding eapacity for usefulness and service. And

on the contrary, there is involved in all of this a vast
capaeity for suffering.

Having made man in His own image and endowed
him with his complex and wonderful nature God appointed
him to a destiny of dominion. Ie set him over the works

of His hands, He made him a king, He planted a beautiful.

park and made man a royal home in it, and He distinetly
commissioned him to govern this fair world in God’s
name. This was God’s intention frem the beginning to

set up in this world His kingdom and to administer that _

kingdom through man as His representative.

_And now what happened? Man hetrayed the trust
whiclk God had reposed in Him. He forsook his maker
and his king, and yeilded his allegianece to God’s arch

‘enemy, Satan. In so doing he brought ruin upon him-

self, upon the race that descended from him and upon
a world over which he was set. as head and lord. He
exposed himself, the whole of the creation under him
and the race that was to succeed him to the wrath and
curse. of (tod, and to a progressive course of degradation.

More than that happened. Not only was man in-
volved in his destiny of wretchedness, but God’s plan

seemed to have been frustrated. God seemed to have

been driven off of his world. God seemed to have been:
outwitted and defeated by his arch enerny. Are things -
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stand in this way? Is there no hope or healing for
is gituation? let us see..

God appeared upon the scene promptly, and in a
ew brief but wonderful words makes it elear that things
are pot to remain without a remedy. The first utter-
#nce of the Gosgpel, which we find in Genesis 3:15, is
ery remarkable in the comprehensiveness of its state-
The language is, this, and it iz addressed tfo

“I will put enmity bhetween thee and the wo-
an, and between thy seed and her geed; it shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”” Notice the
dr-reaching scope of this language. God here declares
hat Fe will meet this awful situation, with a program
dequate to its demands. There are three things de-
‘¢lared in this striking text. First, that there are to be
#rom now until the vietory is won two parties in this
world. They are called two seeds. On the one hand,
we have the seed of the serpent, and opposed to them
the seed of the woman. The subsequent development of.
the plan. of redemption makes it clear who are intended
by these expressions. Satan on the one hand; as the arch
nemy of God and good, is the head and leader of all
‘those who accept his leadership, who have his spirit and
ho do his work in the world. In other words, of all
modless and irreligious men. They are the serpent’s seed.
:We find oulstanding examples of them in such characters
-a8 Cain, who was of that wicked one and slew his broth-
:er; Pharaoh of HEgypt, who attempted to destroy God’s
‘people Igrael; the great world powers of Asgyria and
Babylon who earried the nation into eruel captivity; the
ciibes and Pharisees of Jesus’ time, to whom our Lord
-said, “Ye are of your father, the devil, and the works
of your father ye will do.”” On the other hand, the
Liord Jesus Christ whom the Qld Testament saints looked
“forward to as the coming Messiah and whom New Testa-
ment believers look back to as the crucified Christ is the
ead and leader of the other party. That is to say, of
“all who believe on Him, who have His spirit and who do
His will. Christ and His people are the seed of the wo-
nan, ag over against the devil dnd his children, the seed
‘of the zerpent. '
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these two seeds.
of Adam’s family
serpent’s -seed,
the godly seed.
confliet between
the world and it
when God will put
The third thin
is. the declaration
seed of the woman over the seed of the serpent, but that
in the winning of that victory the woman’s seed shall
suffer. This is taught in the language: ‘Tt shall bruise
thy head, thou shalt braise his heel.”” The serpent’s geed
shall be crushed in a very vital part, the head, but the

It has continued ever since in all the

will continue until the end of time,
all things under our Saviour’s feet,

head shall be bruiged in the hesl. We all know how this

Christ, there our
power of death, that is to say, the devil, and yet in des-
troying him Himself died. However, being raised from
the dead, He lives forever more, while by the work which
He accomplished through His death on the cross e has
vanquished Satan and saved His people from Satan’s
power. Now having met the ruin wrought by man’s dis-
obedience in this marvelons way, our Lord is able to an-
nounce that no man need perish, but all may come to
Him and be saved. In other words, there is a perfeet
salvation provided for this ruined world.

Evangelism. There lies the world in itg ruin and sin,
here is a complete salvation made ready for the needs of
that ruined world, but the
feet salvation. As Paul puts it in the tenth of Romans,
‘‘How shall they eall on him in whom they have not be-
lieved, and how shall they believe in
have not heard, and how ghall they hear without a
- preacher, and how shall they preach unless they be sent.””
Evangelism provides for this hearing and believing on

The second thing in this important text is a declara
tion that there shall be an age-long conflict between
That confliet began in the very bosom.

when Cain, the representative of tha
slew his brother Abel, who represented

the people of God and the people of

¢ eontained in this remarkable passage -
that there is to be vietory won by the

seed of the woman in the act of crushing the serpent’s -

great confliet came to its sharpest issue on the cross of .
Lord Jesus destroyed him that had the

But just here arises the need for that which we eall
world is ignorant of this per-

him of whom they
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the part of lost sinners, Evangelism is that which is
Tecessary to bring the ruined world and the perfeet sal-
ation provided in Chrigt into contact. The situation
hich we have endeavored to face, a world Iying in its
rickedness, and a Saviour mighty and willing to save

o dJust a few words now of practical applieation. We
have faced this situation in order to diseover the need
for evangelistic effort. In just the proportion that we
feel the situation are we prepared to take our share in
the work which it demands.” Let us ask ourselves the
question, ‘‘Do I feel vividly the facts which we have just
been considering? Do I feel that men all about me are
tost and ruined  and unspeakably wretched without
Christ?”’ ‘‘Oh, ves,”” we may answer, ‘I feel that
about some people, about the eriminal, about the poor
hobo that tramps the street, about the people in the
slums of our eities.”” But let us push the question a little
further. Do we feel it vividly about the hoys and girly
m our own homes, about our friends and neighbors, who
are living moral lives but utterly irreligions? Tt is just
as true of them as of the others that they are lost. TLet
us try this morning to get a vivid sense of that passage.
The two things that will enable ns to feel it are the words
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the personal experience
in our own hearts of the evil of sin. If we will open
our ears to our Lord’s words as He tells us, ““He that
hath not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of Ged
abideth on him,’” as He pictures to us that awful place,
‘Where their worm dieth not and their fire is not
gquenched,”” ‘‘where Dives lifts up his eyes being in
orment, where there is weeping and wailing and gnash-
ng of teeth,”” we shall get some adequate eonception of
he awful situation in which our unbelieving fellow men
re standing every day. And then if our own hearts
have faced the evil of gin, if we have groaned under itg
yurden and weight, if it has been brought home to omr
onsciences until we have cried out, ‘‘Lord save, or I
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perish,”” our sense of the need of other men for deliver-

ance from gin will be a profound and tender one.
But we must have as preparation for taking part

in evangelistic work another element in our experience,
we must know the joy of pardoned sin, we must know-

by experience something of how complete and perfect
and blessed is the salvation which Christ has provided
for this lost world. Tf after feeling the insufferable
burden of sin, we have tasted the delights of pardon and

the joy of God’s salvation we eannot well refrain from . -

doing what we may do to bring others into that blessed
liberty wherewith Christ makes men free.

We have faced the situation this morning in order-

that we might ground ourselves in the convietion that
this work is the great demand of the hour. May God
give us so vivid an appreciation of the situation we have
faced that we ghall wait eagerly upon Him as to What
we are to do and how we are to do it.

: IT. _
THE NATURE OF EVANGELISM.
- Dr. Theron H. Rice.

Our last study brought us to the threshold of the
present subject. We had surveyed & needy world, and
had seen that there was a gospel provided, sufficient to
save that world. There remained only the task of bring-
.ing that ready gospel into contact with the needy world,
and this, in brief, is what we eall Evangelism. We de-
gire now to 1nspect a little more narrowly the nature of
this task.

In the first place, let us raise the question ag to what
is fo be preached in order to evangelize the world. There

are soms, as for ingtance Dr. Campbell Morgan, who in-
.gist that strietly speaking the work of evangelizing in-

volves nothing more than the telling of the good news
of the Saviour to- lost men. For practical purposes,
however, it seems to me, that we are bound to-include
in the message more than this announcement. Suppose

a thlrsty man ig in the presence of plenty of fresh water

and does not know it. It is of course neceasary only to
]l him that the water is there in order that he may
davail himself of its life giving power. But the caze of
bhe unsaved sinner is not guite so simple as thiz. He is
ery frequently indifferent to his spiritnal needs, or
norant as to what is really the matter with him. He
must first be roused to a sense of his ruin, and it must
be made clear to him what is really demanded by the
ate of unrest and distress which he finds in his soul.
The work of evangelizing, therefore, must practically in-
clude the preaching to men of the whole counsel of God.
It must inelude the proclamation of that truth which
rouses the consecience and conviets the man of sin, Tt
must involve the work of John the Baptist, just as in the
earliest stages it actually did. Tt iz a significant faet
hat in Luke’s account of the preaching of John the
Baptist that preaching is referred to in one gentence as
he preaching of the Gospel.

There are, two funetions assigned to the church in
the great commission as recorded in the 28th chapter of
Matthew. She is- commanded first to make disciples of
all nations, {Verse 19), and then to teach them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever Christ has commanded us
(Verse 20). Evangelism iz the work designated by the
irst part of this commission. It does not invelve the
extensive and edifying work of teaching believers all
holy living, but it does involve everything necessary to
bring men to a saving faith in Jesus Christ.

The next thing to be said as to the nature of evang-
elistic work is that the announcement. of saving truth
must be made in such a way as to indiice its reception by
he sinner. We are told that when Paul and his eol-
leagues vigited a eertain commumty in their missionary
journeys, that they entered into a synagogue and so
pake that a great multitude believed. There was some-
hing in the way in whieh they presented their message
“which led t6 a wide aceeptance of the Gospel in that
place. Not only must the manner .of presenting the
mesgage be persuasive, but the length of time gpent in
ffermg the Gospel to men in any glven comminity or
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portunity for its being understood, widely disseminated,

a sort of tonuch and go proeess, involving no more than
the announcement of the merest outline of gospel truth
in' the eommunities visited, and then passing on to the
next place. We gather from the practice of the Apos-
- tles, however, that such was not their understanding of
the Lord’s eommission.
ceriters as Corinth and Fphesus and Rome,

The bringing

in the world, in all of their varied conditions and atti-
tudes calls for very great patience, perseverence and
steadfast efforts. -

- It should he added, finally, that evangelism is not
a matter of lip service only. It involves not only the
-announcement in words of the truth of the Gospel to.
men, but it is earried on no less powerfully by the quiet

words of the Gospel preached are backed and illustratéd
by Christian living they are like sounding brass and a
tinkling eymbal and are foredoomed to failure.
other hand, even where unaccompanied by words a holy.
and beautiful Christian life may win souls to Christ:
The Apostle Peter tells us, for instance, in his First

if husbands ‘‘obey not the word, they may without the
word be won by the behaviour of their wives.”” A very
striking example of this in quite modern times iz afford.
ed by the beautiful life of the mother of one of our mis-
sionaries to China.

made no effort to learn the language.
fore nnable to speak a-word to the Chinese people. She
rarely left the missionary compound, and yet when one.

cireumstances must be sufficiently long to glve fﬁll op-

and generally aceepted. There are some who believe that
preaching the Gospel for a witness to all the nations is.

Paul tarried long at such great

of the Gospel home to the vast numbers of unsaved men

Hiving of the Gospel before their eyes. Indeed, this is
the most effective form of preaching known. Unless the.

On. the

Epistle, the third chapter and second verse, that even

: ) 8he accompanied her son to. a-
foreign field, but being at & somewhat advanced: age.
She was there--

of the native- a_r.s_sistants wag converted he replied, in
answer to inguiries as to what lead to his conversion,
that it had not been the preaching he had heard, nor the.
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teaching which he had reeeived, but that it had been
the  quiet, consistent life of Mrs. MeGinnis. She had
never spoken a word to him, but she had lived Christ’s
spirit so clearly before his eyes that he could not resist
the power of the Gospel.

- Evangelism, therefore, may be said to be the hring-
ing of the Gospel into contact with lest men by the
proclamation of all the truth neecessary to eonviet of
sin, and to lead men to faith in Jesus Christ. This truth
must be proclaimed persuasively and patiently, and not
only by the lips declared to men, but by the whole life
llustrated to them. This is the work of evangelizing.

IIL
,  THE AGENT IN EVANGELISM.

We have surveyed the situation which calls for
Evangelism. We have tried to get a seriptural comecep-
tion of the nature of Evangelism, and we are ready now
to congider the Agent through whom this great work is
be done. That agent is the churech of Christ. That
this i8 true we may gather from the great commission
recorded in the 28th chapter of Matthew. The command
““Make disciples of all nations’” was addressed not only
to the eleven apostles, or to the five hundred brethren
who may have been present at the time, but to the whole
company of believers down to the end of time. This is
“made plain by the fact that Jesus concludes the com-
“mission by saying, ‘Lo, T am with you always, even unto
. the end of the world.”” It is perfectly clear, then, that
He took for granted the doing of this work unto the end
of the age, and the need of His presence throughout the
whole of history.

. The favorite figure under which the New Testament
presents the church of Christ is that of a body, the
ehurch 18 declared to be Christ’s body, ‘‘the fulpess of
him that filleth all in all.”” In two great chapters Paul
works ouf this. coneeption elaborately, T trust my
readers will turn to the 12th chapter of Romans and the
12th chapter of First Corinthians. A careful reading of
these chapters reveals the faet that Christ and His be-
Heving people stand related as the head and the members
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of a human body. Christ is the directing and life-
giving power, from which all the efficiency of the hody
js derived. But the life and energy of Christ find their
outlet and exercise in and through the various members.
1t is to the church.of Christ considered as His body that

God has committed the work of Hvangelism. Jesus orice |

preached and lived the Gospel in this world, but Jesus
has gone to glory; He has left His church here, however,
and He has put the work. which He had to leave behind
Him into her hands saying, ‘‘ As the Father gent Me into
the world, even so send I you into the world.”’

The importance of holding fast this truth is evident
from the nature of the work to be deone, and the wisdom
of God in qualifying the agents for that work. The
work of bringing the Gospel into contact with the whole
world of lost sinners is very vast and very varied. Tt is

a work which, in the first place, must cover -all time,

even down to the end of the age. It must reach all
nations from one end of the world to the other. It in-
volves bringing the Gospel home persuasively to indi.
viduals of all ages and ranks in life, all temperaments
and conditions of learning or of ignorance, of wealth or of
poverty, of colors and measures of intelligence.
of the ecomplexity of such a work as this. No one man,
no one generation of men, no little group of men in any
generation are competent for this vast undertaking.
Nothing short of the church of Christ made up of all its

"members, and living throughout the whole eourse of the -

ages could possibly accomplish this mission.

) Let ns look now at some of the things that are im--
leesi in this fact. First of all, i means that every
Christian has a part to play in the vast work of the
world’s evangelization., The chapters to which we have
referred make it very elear that every member in the

body has its own office, and that the healthful and

harmonious operation of the body as a whole is depend-
ent nupon each member discharging its own function
faithfully. No member can esteem itself unnecessary, or

The hand-
cannot say o the foot, T have no need of thee; the aye

Think
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to the ear, I have no need of thee; all the members, Paul

‘declares, are necessary. An illustration from the facts of

buman experience may make this more impressive. We

all know what a tiny member the filament of nerve fibre

is which supplies the tooth, and yet if one of these little

filaments becomes diseased, ceases to discharge its funec-

‘tiom, it can cast the whole body .into such a state of suf-

fering as drives sleep from the eyes, and makes any

effective labor well-nigh impossible. Just so in the

church, the body of Christ. Let any one member of -
that church, however insignificant, become diseased, re-

bellious, sinful, or even slothful, and just that far forth
the whole efficiency of the body is impaired.

The next great faet which is implied in the truth we
are considering is that the way in which we individual
Christians are to promote the work of Evangelism is by
standing in our own places, and doing the work which is
committed to us in that sphere. When Christians are
told that they are responsible for the evangelizing of the
world they are apt to think at once of some great task
perhaps entirely out of their reach. The young. man
thinks, for instance, that he must preach the Gospel or
go to the foreign field, or some such thing as that. The
young girl thinks that she must wait until she grows
up, perhaps, and become a leader, perhaps, of womans’

-~ work in her chureh, organizing societies, ete. Now, as
a matter of fact our part in evangelizing the world is
. determined for us by God’s providence, by the place in
which He hias set us to live, and by the gifts whiech He
has given us to fit us for that place. And the work that
He expects us to do is not far out our reach in heaven
above or in the earth beneath, it is right at out hands and
is to be discharged faithfully day by day in the Christ-
like spirit which we carry into all our tasks. Let us re-
member that it is not always falking for Christ that
draws men to him, living for Christ is far more influen-
~ tial. To use the language of Paul, ““We are to shine as
lights in the world.” Or, as Jesus puts it, like ecities set
 upon hills we are to ‘“Let our light shine before men that
. they, seeing our good works, may glorify our Father
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which is in heaven.”” The man, woman or child who
earries the spirit of Christ into every detail of living is
by that very faet preaching every day a powerfnl gospel
sermon. But in addition to this we shall find g numhber
.of opportunities if we are watchfnl and earnest for
speaking a word for Christ
Cannot the mother often
the truths of the gospel in the most natural way? Cannot
the Sunday School teacher find many an opportunity,
not only at the lesson period, but during the week, of
recommending Christ to her scholars? Cannot friends

speak naturally about this beautiful thing that has come -
into the world to bring life, freedom and abiding joy?

easy opportuni-.

Cannot business men find natural and
ties for conversing with their associates of. the pro-
foundest interests that can concern an intelligent beingt
Let us be sure that whatever members we. may be,
wherever we may be placed in the body of Christ we
shall have both ability and opportunity to do something

towards bringing a knowledge of Christ to unsaved men.
And the way to do it

Let us be natural in all our work for Christ,

Finally, Tet us remember that we coniribute to the
efficiency of the churech as a whole by fidelity in our
several statioms. It is mot only the work we do for the
Savior direetly that counts, but in the work of the
church as a whole, in the larger field of the chureh,
cach member has a share. By a faithful life of prayor,
by liberal giving as God has prospered us, by cheering
and eneouraging the workers on the field, in a hundred
ways we may all contribute to the efficieney of Christ’s
body, the church. So shall we be workers together with
Him and partakers of the blessed reward.

1v.
' THE METHOD OF EVANGELISM,

We have reached the point in our study where we
are to consider how the work of Evangelism is to be
done by the. church. Tt is perfectly evident that it will
‘not be useful for us to spend any time on conditions or

to those who are unsaved.
speak to her grown children

is to seek and use those ordinary
and normal opportunities whieh our station affords ms.
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~cireumstances with which many of us will perhaps never
ave to deal. I shall try to be useful to those who are
before me today in what I shall select out of the great
mass of things which might be suggested. Let us sup-
pose; then, that we ordinary Christian people, earnestly
degire to see the gospel brought home to the lost men
around us, and are eager to do our part in accomplishing
«this result.  'What is there for us to do? What methods
are within our reach, by which we may contribute to this
~great end? .

In answering this question T suggest first of all, that
‘each one of us, whether minister or officer in the chrurch,
r private member, may add something to the gengral
efficteney of Christ’s body by keeping our lives obedient
and spiritual and healthy in every respect. In this way
. we shall be no stumbling blocks in anybody’s way, and
on the contrary, we shall contribute no small amount
0 the general efficieney of the whole church.

But to come down to more specifie effort: Let us
uppose that one of us here is a pastor. How ean he
promote the work of Evangelism? First of all, let him
ecognize cordially that every minister of the gospel is
ntended to do the work of an evangelist, and that every
hureh, his own included, is expected to be a soul win-
ng church. Let him dismiss forever the idea that he
annot expect a revival of religion and an ingathering
~of souls without the coming of some celebrated evange-
ist into. his congregation or community. I am guite sure

f help from the outside to add converts to the chureh,
et & man once malke up his mind that when his Master
ent him to preach the Gospel in the field in which he is
boring He meant him to win souls and to add them to
he church. Ile also gave him the gifts and graces
lecessary for this work. '

Thé next suggestion which.1 would make is that
he Lord Jesus expects his church to make use of the
dinary means which He has appointed for the purpose
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" of bringing sinners to repentance and faith. Let the
- minigter, therefore, begin to make uge of his ordinary

church serviees with the expectation that they will be
blessed and used with faith and prayer to the awaken-
ing and saving of men’s souls. Take, for instance, the
ordinance of publiec prayer. How often we perform this
act in our Sunday servieces in a more or less perfunctory
way, and withont expectation of being heard, and:
angwered immediately. Yet this act of nnited prayer by
God’s people is intended to be one of the most powerfl’
means for bringing down a blessing upon the church
and the souls of men of which we know anything at all.
It will be remembered that the Lord said: “*If any two
of you agree on earth as touching anything that ye shall
ask,-it shall be done unto you of my Father, for wheré
two or three of you are gathered in My name there am
- I in the midst of them.”” T.et the minister gather his.
people in their customary place of worship on the Sab-
bath day and let him lead them to the throne of graece:
for an outpouring of the Spirit upon the preaching of
the Word and upon the souls of unsaveq men. Let.
pastor and people enter into their prayer with confiden
expectation that God will answer and it will not be long
before the refreshing sliowers will fall wpon that ¢hurch,:
Take too, the ordinance of econgregational singing. How:
. mueh this is neglected by many pastors and churches.:
Just anybody iy considered good enough to lead the sing
ing, and in some cases actually irreligions people are per-
mitted and even paid to conduct the service of song.” We:
would not think of engaging a man who made no pro-
fession of religion to lead the church in prayer, but we
~do engage such people to lead the church in praise: and
in singing of those great hymns whieh are the most
beautiful prayers. This is to grieve the Spirit of God.-
Such singing by these unconverted people cannot be sin
cere, it is hypocrisy on their part and cannot bring
blessing upon the congregation which follows it. Every:
body knows how muech attentiom snecessful evangelis
pay to the singing in their meetings. Christians are -ap
pealed to at the beginning of such eampaigns to cons

crate their voices to the Lord and are organized into
large choirs led by spiritually minded leaders. Such
.singing adds greatly to the power of these great meet-
ings. Now, if the ordinary church would take hold of
its service of song, would put it in the hands of a conse-
. erated leader and enlist in the choir spiritually minded
people who gave their voices in hearty conseeration to
God, one of the most powerful means would be seeured
for obtaining a blessing upon the chureh serviees. It is
a known fact that where churches have warm hearted,
- spiritual congregational singing men are attracted to
their worship and feel the power and presence of a
spirit abroad in the congregation, which is notably
absent where this part of the service is neglected. As
to what the minister shall preach let it be said, in briet,
that it ought to be the Word of God. Sermons that are
intended to produce real conversions must be more than
mere strings of anecdotes and ilustrations, however
pathetic, they must be the unfolding of the great truths
.0f the gospel in the plainest and most powerful style.
It has been said that the preaching which aims to he
gvangelistic should revolve around the three R’s. Ruin
" by the fall, Redemption by Christ, and Regeneration by
the Spirit. Another suggestion iz that the pastor should
as far as possible, carry on in eonneetion with his preach-
ing a faithful pastoral visitation, especially of those who
are out of Christ and for whom he and his people are
praying at the time. Let him have his prayer list and
encourage his people to have theirs also, and while they
- pray for these souls let the souls be visited and in the
simaplest and most natural way urged to receive the Lord
Jesus Christ. So much with respect to the work of the
minister. '

Suppose, though, that many of you here this morn-
ing are not ministers. You are, perhaps, simply members
- of your church. Is there anything you can do to pro-
mote the great ends we have been considering. Yes,
there ie. In the first place, you can begin at once to
make this matter a subject of wvery earnest prayer.
Every revival must come down from God, and it is
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prayer that brings it down. No ome can tell but that
you may be the person to obtain from the Lord Himself
a wide-spread revival of religion in your church and
community, While yon pray be on the look out for
natural and simple ways of suggesting to people their
need of the SBavicur, the heauty and blessedness of the
" Christian life. Let them see you by your daily life illus-
trate and adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour in all
things. The power of one conseerated life is heyond
caleulation. I remember the story of a man who had
long resisted the appeals of the most noted ministers,
who finally yielded and became an earnest Christian,
Upon being asked what it was that brought him to
Christ, he said that it was not any sermon which he had

heard, it was not any argument which had been presented’

to him. He said that he had been able to answer to his
own =satisfaction the arguments which he had heard,
“but,”’ said he, ‘‘There was one argument which I could
rever answer, and that was the consistent and beautiful
life of my dear Mother. It was that which finally
brought me to my knees.”” Another incident may en-
courage some by showing that it is a very simple thing
which is sometimes used to accomplish the salvation of
& soul. An humble blacksmith beeame very much con-
cerned about the salvation of a gentleman very much
above him in social position. He naturally felt great
-shyness about approaching him about so intimate a sub-
ject.  But having spent a whole night in prayer for the
man he summoned courage to present himself in his
presence. As he faced him, however, no language wonld
come to his lips, and he finally broke down with a sob
and said, ‘“Oh sir, I am concerned for your soul.”” The
man was converted and in deseribing the impression
made upon him by that interview, he said that he had
been able to resist all other pressure, ““But,”” said he,
“I eould not resist that man’s earnestness.”” And so it
“may be that the humblest of us by a-very simple appeal
-which springs from a truly loving heart, and which is

accorupanied by earnest and believing prayer may lead

souls to Christ,
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To sum up what we have said in four lectures. The
whole world lies about us in a state of sin and ruin.
There 1s a gospel able to save to the uttermost all who
come unto God by Christ. Men need to be told of God’s
plan of salvation, and God has ecommanded ITis believing
people to go bring that plan of salvation to men every-
where. He has qualified His church for her great task
by filling her with all sorts of members adapted by their
ovaried personalities and gifts and cireumstances to reach
all classes and conditions of lost men. There iz some-
thing that each memher of the church can do, and it is
only neeessary that each member recognize what his part
of the work is, and do that faithfully, in order for the
great work of bringing the world to Christ be accomp-
Jished. The method of doing this work is the faithful
‘use of all the appointed means which God has put in the
hands of His church. It involves the united prayers of
(God’s people and the faithful preaching of the Word,
and the loving personal labors of individual Christians
for the salvation of souls. Not by speeial effort, but in
the ordinary course of the chureh’s life and work are
the vast majority of souls to be won. Simple, natural,
faithful Christian living will bring lost men to the Lord
Jesns. Each one of us is concerned to discover his place
or her place in the great army of the Lord, and having
found the work to do it with all the power that prayer
can obtain from Him who has promised 1o use and bless
us. May God kindle in us all the desire for the salvation
of -gouls and feach each one of us how he may bring them
to the Savionr.






