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UNION SEMINARY IN THEOLOGICAL EDU

CATION AND RELIGIOUS THOUGHT.

Fathers and Brethren of the Controlling Synods, Genial and Gra

cious Friends of the Community and Beyond, Greeting:

In using the twenty minutes allotted to this address I conceive

that something better must be attempted than a mere enumera

tion of names and the titles of books and pamphlets—some

thing which shall tend more to warm our hearts, kindle our

gratitude and quicken our prayers. My subject may seem to

many of you to promise little in this direction; it may suggest

the abstract, the metaphysical, the dry, that which lies remote

from men's "business and bosoms," far from the practical and

pressing interests of daily life. Let me ask you to suspend your

judgment for, if I am not very much mistaken, the facts will

make a very different showing.

An educational institution like ours acquires in the course of

time a sort of personality. It is, in fact, the distilled essence of

many personalities who have united to build it up. It is the

fused product of a multitude of minds and hearts who have

wrought together for the creation of its ideals and achievements.

This personality of the institution, as truly as that of the indi

vidual, is something distinct, peculiar, its own. Now we know

that Christ recognizes the differences subsisting among his peo

ple—differences in endowments, aptitudes, temperaments, in

short, differences in personality; and through these very dif

ferences accomplishes the vastly complex work of his body, the

Church. No two Christians have precisely the same function

to discharge, hence no two Christians have precisely the same

equipment and qualifications. "As we have many members in

one body, and all members have not the same office, so we, being

many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of

another. Having then gifts differing according to the
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grace given unto us. ..." This being true, it behooves

every member of the Church to take account of the distinct

and peculiar gifts which God has distributed to him in order

that he may know what service he is best qualified to render,

and how he may make the largest contribution possible to the

efficiency of the whole. May not the same thing be true of

an institution like our Seminary? If it be true, that she too,

has a character of her own, determined for and impressed on

her at her origin and developed during the course of her provi

dential history, may she not wisely examine herself in order to

discover just the task God has called and qualified her for and

the particular contribution she is fitted to make to the welfare

of the universal Church? Such a survey of her history and esti

mate of her work need not be in the slightest degree invidious or

vainglorious, it ought rather to issue in gratitude, humility and a

keen sense of her responsibility.

When we survey the century of life just closing two things stand

out prominently as characteristics of Union Seminary, one is

her ideal and the other is her method. She reveals a strongly

marked personality both in her conception of her task and in

her way of accomplishing it. As to her aim it has been to

train a ministry of all-round efficiency, qualified to bring the

gospel home with saving power to the world of sinning, suffer

ing men. As to her way of doing this, it has been by the close

personal contact of the teachers and the students, the hand-to-

hand dealing of men with men.

These general statements may be illustrated by three eminent

men who in three successive eras of the Seminary's history have

embodied with striking completemess both the institution's ideal

and her method.

Look first of all at Dr. John Holt Rice, who represents the

foundation stage. He was a man of creative power. As Dr.

Moore has pointed out, this exuberant creative energy issued in

at least five great effects: (1) A Church-wide Foreign Mission

policy; (2) a Men's Organization for Home Missions; (3) a Bible

Society for the distribution of the Scriptures; (4) the Weekly Re

ligious Journal, and (5) Union Theological Seminary.

Now all that I can pause to point out is that every one of
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these fruits of Dr. Rice's labors was an expression of a passion

ate desire for the dissemination of the gospel and the salvation

of men. When, therefore, he came to preside over the infant

Seminary, we are not surprised to find him impressing upon it

his own controlling ideal and yearning that it might train a min

istry which should save souls. This breathes in the letter from

his sick bed to the students of the Seminary, in which he re

minds them of how much the salvation of souls is going to de

pend on their diligence and success in their studies. It was not

an accident, but divine providence, which ordained that our

founder should be such a man. The lifelong effort of Union

Seminary has been to do what he so nobly did—to harness the

most ardent zeal for God's saving truth to the wisest methods

of practical efficiency.

Coming next to the middle period of the history—the time

during which, having come to her maturity, she developed and

displayed her inborn tendencies, and attained to a distinct con

sciousness of herself and her place in the Church and her mission

among men—the man who dominates that era is Dr. Robert

Lewis Dabney. As Dr. Rice was eminently the builder, so Dr.

Dabney was eminently the thinker. But just as Dr. Rice did

not lack learning and the power of vigorous thought, so Dr.

Dabney was by no means deficient in practical talent. Hence

he was not only the greatest of our theologians, he was the most

effective of teachers. In the first place, theology was to Dr.

Dabney himself a matter of vital personal concern. His studies

were not pursued in the cool temper of the theorist. He did

not merely take other men's views. He must know at first hand

—for he was learning for his very life and soul. Hence his system

is no mere echo. His teaching is a living voice. He reminds

me as I follow him of the stripped athlete closing with his prob

lem in a grapple tremendously earnest and winning the truth in

the agony of strong labor. And as to his teaching—why, one

could never imagine Dr. Dabney's teaching as a mere academic

exercise. He glowed, he flamed, he thundered in the class

room—nobler, yet he travailed with infinite patience and ten

derness to make the truth the actual possession of his students;

he brooded over their minds, wooing them to work and think.
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and insinuating the precious truth by a wealth of skillful devices

into the most obtuse minds.

And so in her princely teacher, no less than in her able founder,

the Seminary stands revealed in that fine and fruitful blending

of high thinking and efficient doing, that embodiment of the

noblest ideals in the most practical service, which has been her

glory from the beginning.

Coming finally to the present or modern era, the period of ex

pansion and readjustment—it was to be expected that God

would have a man qualified for its peculiar necessities. It would

have been strange, indeed, if an institution so blessed in the past

and the heir of so many and such mighty prayers should have

been left without the leader which at this crisis she required.

The man whom God raised up is sitting on this platform today.

Called into the service of his Alma Mater when a mere youth,

he began his labors for her welfare as an adjunct professor in the

department of Hebrew. Since he entered her walls as a teacher

he has given his whole energies to her welfare with as single-

hearted devotion as Alfred Tennyson yielded to his vocation as

poet. His life work has been the upbuilding of the institution.

He took high rank from the very first as a captivating teacher,

making the elements of Hebrew actually interesting, to some

students positively fascinating. As he gradually assumed the

exegetical work of his chair his lectures on the Old Testament

books opened for his students sparkling springs in what had

been arid deserts of uncomprehended or misunderstood Scrip

ture. He was winning his spurs in his chosen specialty of Bibli

cal Archaeology, and his attainments had been recognized by his

being invited to lecture on the Stone Foundational Princeton—

for which service that institution had imported such celebrities as

Abram Kuyper and James Orr. But circumstances were making

it evident that Union Seminary must change her residence if

she was to continue to serve the Church to the measure of her

power and the Church's growing needs. Seeing this fact with an

insight and foresight worthy of John Holt Rice, The Second,

Dr. Moore threw himself into the difficult and delicate task of

accomplishing safely the transplanting of the ancient school

from Hampden-Sidney to Richmond. When this had been
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accomplished the need for an execulive head of the institution

developed, and he was called to the Presidency; he made the

choice of his life, surrendering all dreams of the leisure necessary

to the cultivation of scholarship and plunging into the details

of administration during the difficult era of readjustment to

new surroundings and to the modern conditions of the Church's

life at large. How patiently and well he has wrought I need

not tell this audience, which had watched the prosperity of the

institution for the past twenty years. It has been no easy task.

To meet misapprehensions with a sweet spirit, to extricate the

institution from financial difficulties, to attract to her large en

dowments, to keep her abreast of the age, while heartily and

thoroughly loyal to our confessional theology, has needed a

worthy successor of the master builders who had gone before.

Right nobly has he served us and we ought to say it. This

centennial is his crowning day, and we ought to proclaim it so.

Let us not fail to notice, however, that in our third exponent of

Union Seminary's distinctive character there shines out as con

spicuously as in either of the others the blending of the ideal

and the practical, the making of scholarship tributary to ef

ficient service in the actual conditions of human life.

When we turn from her conception of her task to our Semi

nary's method of accomplishing it we find that in all stages of

her career she has employed the same. We may call it the

method of fellowship. Dr. Rice, writing to his wife from a sick

bed away from home, sends his love to the students and an af

fectionate piece of fatherly council. The Seminary instruc

tion was begun in a cozy corner of a hospitable kitchen. Dr.

Dabney was noted for nothing more than for the cordial sym

pathy he lavished on his students; he grappled his young brethren

to him with hooks of steel. In the modern era of our Seminary

life the relationship between professors and students is cordial

and free. There has always been in the Seminary a genial

atmosphere. And the professors at Union have not so much

attempted to write books as to make men. They have poured

themselves into their students and written themselves on their

characters and lives; their method has followed that of Jesus

with the Twelve.
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As a consequence Union Seminary has not influenced religious

thought so much by her output of books and through her train

ing of living voices for Christ. Yet it would be unfair to leave

the impression that her professors and her sons have done no

literary work in their time.

The following imperfect enumeration of those who have

wrought with their pens will relieve that impression.

In the department of Exegetical Work we have Dr. Sampson's

Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews; Dr. B. M. Smith's

Commentary on Proverbs in Jamieson, Fawcettand Brown; Dr.

Peck's Commentary on Acts; Dr. Stuart Robinson's Discourses

on Redemption; Dr. W. A. Campbell's Commentary on Mark;

Dr. J. B. Shearer's Syllabus of Bible Study and A Study of the

Sermon on the Mount; and Hebrew Institutions; Dr. A. R.

Cocke's Epistle to the Ephesians and Epistles of John; Dr.

Grinnan's Epistle to the Ephesians in Japanese.

In Historical Writing (including biography) we have Dr.T. C.

Johnson's History of Southern Presbyterianism, Biographies of

Dabney and Palmer and John Calvin, A History of Missions;

Dr. R. C. Reed, Presbyterian Churches of the World; Dr. Robert

P. Kerr, Presbyterianism for the People and God in History;

Dr. Peyton H. Hoge, A Life of Moses D. Hoge, D. D., LL. D.;

and Drs. Henry and George White, A Biography of Dr. Wm. S.

White; Dr. Henry A. White's Volume of Presbyterian Worthies.

In Systematic Theology we can enumerate such names as Dab

ney, Peck, Vaughan, Armstrong, Strickler, Egbert Smith, Shaw.

In Miscellaneous Religious Literature we may mention Dr.

Flournoy, in Archaeology; Dr. Reynolds, who translated the

Bible into Korean; Dr. H. M.Woods, who annotated for Chinese

students some of the works of their great Confucius; Dr. James

P. Smith, who wrote the Brightside Idylls, and Dr. James I.

Vance, who has issued a group of inspirational books like Royal

Manhood; Dr. Richard Mcllwaine, who wrote a volume of

Reminiscences of a Long Life; Dr. Woods, our poet, and Dr. W.

S. Lacy, Dr. E. T. Wellford, Dr. A. W. Pitzer, Dr. J. B. Con

verse, Dr. T. M. McConnell, Rev. Luther Link, and Dr. Juan

Ortz.

Such is the merest sketch of the pen work of some of our more
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notable men. And many more doubtless too modest to be

conspicuous have served the truth by this means, and left thus

their impress and that of our noble old Seminary on the religious

thought of the age.

Union Seminary is also represented on the faculties of all our

other Southern Seminaries: by Drs. McPhceters, Reed and H. A.

White of Columbia: by Dr. J. Gray McAllister, of Louisville;

by Drs. Rosebro and Somerville, of Clarksville; and by Drs.

Vincent (the president), Sampson and Caldwell, of Austin



THERON H. RICE.
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