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From the Christian Monitor.

View of the state of Religion in the Churches under
the care of the Synod of Virginia,

Christian Brethren, : :

AFTER a free conversation upon the state of
religion, we are happy in being able to congratu-
late the churclics under our care, upon the general
prosperity of our charge.  Atthe same time,; we

would earnestly desire to render our deveut ac- |

knowledgments to the gregt Head of the Church,
from whom the blessing is devived, ahd to whom
thie praise is due. L :

We have to lament, indeed, that some of our
congregations appear to ‘huve grown remiss and
negligent in their attendance upon the winistry of
the word ; and we would solemnly exhort all such
to be zcalous and repent, lest the anger of the Lord
should rest upon themselves and their descendants
to the latest generations.

On the othér hand, we have been consoled and
refreshed by the intelligence, that in many of our
eongregations there is a silent and gradual progress
i the things of religion.' The bumber of praying
people is increasing—family worship is observed
—the children are catechised—the walk and con-
versation of members are'in some good measure
such as become those who frofess Godliness—at.

- fempts are making to establish Bible Classes, and
Sunday Schools—Societies are forming for ‘the
“stipport of missionaries gnd candidates for the os-
pel ministry—and the general interests of religion
ate pursued with incressing diligence and zeal.
Such is peculiarly the case in the covgregations of
Norfolk, Petersburg, WinchestersLeesburg, Ired-
ericksburg, and Richmaond, : v

In some other of our churches also, thé state of °

things is still more encouraging. = In that of (Vin-
chester an unusual degree of religious exciternent
has prevailed for'some time past, and many have
been added to the church, of such we trust whose
names ave in the book of life.  In thatof Leeesburg
too, there is reason to hope that the Lord bas heard
the cry of his people, and is visiting them in merey.
Several have already been anxiously awakened (o
a sense of their sinfulness, and led to seek sulvation
through the righteousness of Christ. A deep and
solemh Bttention to the means of grace is stijl pre-
. vailingy and many ave anxiously enquiving what

they shail do to be saved: y ’

We are further gratified to learn, that several
new chyrches have been erected within ot bounds

“and that the number of those who attend upon.

their service is gencrally increasing.  We are also
particularly pleased to hear, that there is a fair
prespect of organizing g hew congregation in the
county of Princes Anne, under circumstances that
promise to advance the interests of religion in that
section of the State.,

In addition to these interesting notices, we are
most huppy to observe that the Thealogical Sem-
inary undev our care continues fo ®joy the bless-
ings of Heaven. The contributions to its funds
for the year past have been unusually liberal ;. and

the number of its students is constantly growing, °

At the same time, associations of pious females
and others are forming avound. us, still. further to
tnlarge | sources and e¢xtend its usefulness.
But above all; it@ffords us. the highest satisfaction
to find that candiffates for the gospel ministry. are

Oming more numerous than at any former

riod, and that o

Bengfit of their

hes'may soon ‘enjoy the
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Notwithstanding these flattering prospects how-
ever, we have but too much reason fo apprehend
that many parts of our State are almost destitute
of the means of grace. There is indeed a woeful
famine of the word of the Lord in many corners of
our charge, and the cry ‘of souls perishing for lack
of knowledge is inouf ears. In scveral counties
within our bounds ‘the glad tidings of the gospel
arc scldom heard, and the privileges of public
worship withi the countless blessings that attend it,
but rarely enjoyed:* In the mean time, our, popula-
tion is rapidly increasing around us, and fio ade-
quate means of instruction are provided to meet
the wants of the rising generation.

It is a consolation indeed, that in the miidst of
these discouragements there ate some hopés of re-
licl, and the means of procuring it are perhaps
within our reach.  In many of these placeés ndw
overspread with moral darkness, the inhabitants
are beginning to feel their way for the light of the
gospel, and may we not hope that the day-star is
rising in their hearts ? % Send us missionaries, let
us hear the word,” are sounds which come to us
from a thousand tongues.  And shall we then res
main insensible under these affiicting appeals to
our hearts, as men and Christians 2~ Shall we turn
adeal ear to the cries of gur own kinsmen according
to the flesh?- Shall we see them suffering and
bleeding in the way, and pass by on the other side ?
Or shall we not rather Fegard their. entreaties as
the ¢alls of Providence to redouble our exertions
for the salvation of perishing souls ? - N

We wotld therefore affectionately and solemnly
call upon the members of our charge,-ministérs,
élders, and,'hturhren; fo renew their diliftnee and

our care, the work of promoting the prosperity ef
his church, and cause in'our lind. et us come
forward with united hearts and hands, with all

| to diffuse religious khewledge througrhout the com-
munity, and to extend the means of grace apd the
blessings of the gospel in all the various ‘modes
which love and duty éan suggest. At the same
time, let us be careful to fanify our ot hearts by
Jaith, that we may be better instriments fof the
work before us. “And above - all; let us be instant

all our help, that he may send more Bbourers into
his harvesty and that the ldud of ‘out charge, with
the whole® earth, may soon become as @ walered
garden, and asa field which the Lird has blessed,
Signed by order of the Synod,
Jouy ‘H. Rick, Moderator.
ZLrederickaburg, Oct..28, 1816,
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Lirom the 12th Reprovtgf the British and Foreitn
Bible Sociery.

R o CONVERSION OF A JEW.

Acecount of the Conversion of Annansar Wervns iy,
a Jow, wow JuLios Epwagns : written by hime
 selff in German, and translated by the Rev, My,
Ramftler. . ¥

I¥ any wish tolearn how the Lord cares for

the destitute, has mercy upon his straying sheep,
and co\fc‘ts them ta his flock ; how he grants
power and courage to them-that are lost, to come
to the knowledge and possession of truth, let them

Lord with me, for giving grace to sihners.
-Born of poor parents at Breslau, even in my

childiioody I felt o greater desire for sny object

- With rapture

zealiin the great work which God fias-confided to

the mieans that we possess, to provide missionaries,

and fervent in prayer to Him from Whom cometh °

vead the brief memoir of my life, and praise the

-often, which I did with pleasure.

s
[SS ayear

than-for knowing and worshipping the true God
my mother embraced me, when I
could read and ugderstand the Talmud in thesixth
year of my life; and when éminent Rubbies as-
sured her, that T should in all probability become
a learned and pious man. I do not enlarge upon
the indigent circumstances in which T spent my
early youth,nor upon the manner in which I earne
ed a-scanty pittance by singing in the synagogue ;
but only briefly state, that T should think lightly of
what 1 then suffered, if my desire to come to the
knowledge of the Christian religion, and to grow
in this knowledge, could but be satistied. I be-
came acquainted in my eleventh year with several
truths of Christianity, by means of one Schubert, a
Roman Cathalic, to. whom my mother frequently
seut me, - This man and his whole family were
very kind to mie, and requested me to visit them
Schubert who
was a pious man, onde read; in my presence, the
account of the miracles which Jesus did, when his
disciples weve exposed:to great danger on the seay
from Matt. xiv. 22, 23. How great was ‘my as-
tonishment when I ficard thisd 1 begged him ur-
gently, to ®l me il Jesus had really dohe this,
He replied, that the Holy Scriptures contained
truth without any mixture of error,” 1 immediate-
Iy went heme, and rvélated te my mother what I
bad heard ; butshe refuted me with such powerful
argumenis, viz. a large cudgely that I felt the pain
for'a considerable time ; ‘whilst she added, % Rath-
er kill thee than educate thee to be a Goi,”—(Gen-
tile.) I was probibited all intercourse with Chrise
tians,. and every question: concerning Christ was
returned-with blows. This severity, howgver, on-
ly served to make mie miore eager in ey inqairies
after truth. g

At length T succeeded, in escaping my mother's
vigilance, and heard a Christian sermon. The
preacher discoursed on the miracle of five thou-

- sand men béing fed with a few loaves, from John

vi. '—15. I'amunablsto express what a-nsations
pervaded me, when I heard of another miracle of
Jesug: those only, who considgr it a duty fo re-
flect on the wonders of Omuipolence can entep
into. my feclings. Now I formed a fitm resolu<
tion to worship him who had done these niracles.
With this determination I met my mother with

this address ;— 7/, (Tesus the cracified)is God, -

for he hath done what God alone can do.* My
mother scarcely suffered me to Gnish these words,
bot, after seyerely beating me, expelled me from
her huuse. Now I took refuge “with my friend
Sehubert ; but my pleasant abode with biim lasted
but one day only, for ! was compelled to gowith
my step-fathet to a Jewess, who took me into he
house.” This Jewess, notwithstanding fier strict
inspection; being unable to prevent me from re-
peatedly going to church on Sundays; it was de-
termined to send me to Lissa, in Toland, where
sonie relatives of my mother regided. I gladly
agreed to this plan, in hopes o ng better ops
portunities there for the accomplishment of my
desire; but my Situation in Lissa soon became
very gloomy. I was watched with the greatest
severity ; wherever I went, I met with a Jew;
and o ‘seoner dit I make an acquaintance with a
Christian, and go with him to a church, than it
was ditcovered and betrayed. T lost the support
which“I bad procuréd by singing in the synagogue,
was' exposed to general contemipt, was croelly
persecuted, and provided witi the meanest food,
so_that my constitition at length was seriouslf
Injoederisl e ' ;





