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Tao the Honourable the Speaker, and the Members
of the House of Deicgates of Virginia, the Constity-

tional Guagrdians of the Rights and Privileges of the
Citizens, this little work is most respectfully nscribed
by the h AUTHOR,
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i The reader will be pileased to correct the following Emta
. Page 5, Iine 6 from the bottom, for slighily read lighth.

l'?' in the guotation fmm Virgil, for arma read arva.

33, last sentence in 24 , Erase that, 80 as to read Indin the year 1805 &qg.
42, line 28, for plensure, ltt eend of the line, read cred;t.

45, line 3, mmediately u- m of talenty, insert and isarning
43, line 32, instead of em grafotion o, Tead construction ¢f.

lo, line 7 from bottnm, between from and memorials insert M
49, line 17 from the hottom, before echoolof law insert g.

54, linec 10 from the hottom, for case rcul CalIe,




PRELIMINARY REMARKS.

A perusal of ‘the following publication will make the design
.nf it ﬂl‘]llurﬂ'“t* It Iﬂﬂ,}" hot b inll}l'ii],’lf"l', ]:!"..']'“'l'ff'l', O Hh“-“f‘g- in th"ﬂ
beginning, that this pampilet has not h?rn_ produced by a mere
itch of scribbling, nor by a desive to obtrunce nn the notice of the
publir, without suflicient reason, the clains and pretensions of a
religious society. o 1

It is, by this time, pretty generally known that a petition has
been presented to the Legislature of this State, praying for the in-
corporation of a board of trustees for the manaztment of a Theoe
lugical seminary established by the synod of Virginia. This petition
has, very anexpectedly, excited a strong sensiaticn, & has been the
subject of much conversation. Many remarks have been made in
reference to it, which most abundantly prove that the principles of
the preshyterian church are entirely misunderstood ;3 and many ine
sinuations have been throvwn out, which, as far as {uey gain credit,
must operate to the injury of that socicey. "I'he Author believed
that he had the right, and that it was his dutyv, @5 a member of the
committee appointed to present the petition, to give such a state-
ment of fucts, as would repel these imsiuations, and, at least, be
calculated to silence all unfiiendly remarks. Kiuiowing the candid
and liberal, and maunly spirvit of Virginians, he hopes for a patient
and careful investigation of this subject 5 nor will any thing but
actual experience convince him that he entertains this hope in
valn.

The great objection to the petition, the strong point which
has been taken against it, 13 that it Lias a squinting towards an
establishment. Hence it Lias been inferred, and surely as illogically
25 & conclusion ever was drawn, that the Presbyterian Society i
favourable to that odious and unjust measure,

We do most strenucusly deny the truth of the premises, and
maintain that there is really and truly no more connection between
the two things that have thus been joined together, than between
the incorporation of a turnpike road and an cstablishment., It is
utterly unfair then to condemn us without proof or the shadow
of proof, of (what we think a heinous crime) a dark design against
the religious liberties of our native State, covered under the veil
of an Incorporation of a Theological Scminzry. We think that
such charges ought not to be made slightly, nor without the best
evidence, And we here publickly call on zentiemen who have
made them to come forward, and produce this evidence.

And here we might safely let the matter rest, confident as we
are that not a tittle of proof can be brougit forward. But we are
net willing to stop heie; we are prepared to show that the evi-




dence lics all on the other side, and to produce abundant proof that
the Presbyterians of this country now are, and always have been
true and unshaken friends both of political and religious freedom,

The author only asks of the public a fair and candid hearing,
Let a judgment be formed of the Society whose system is here ex-
hibited, upen the evidence, and no doubt is entertained as to the

reault,




1. Of the limits of the Presbyterian Church in the
Uﬂifﬂd Sfﬂf{;’S. ..

In some parts of Virginia, very little is known of the Pres-
byterian Church. The Author has thougiic it advisable, therefore,
to give a very brief account of the extent and present state of that

Society.
| By official returns made in the year 1814, it appeard that there
are in the Presbyterian Church in the United States 503 Minis-
ters, and 887 congregations. o thesc numbers some addition
ought to be made on account of a small deficiency in the official
returns from Virginia and South Carolina. If we state the numni-
ber of Clergymen at 550% and the Congregations at 960, we shall
come very near the truth. 1

This church extends froni the state of New York on the north,
through all the states to the south and west ; Louisiana excepted.

Thers is, indeed, a small presbytery of our conneclion in
New England, called the presbytery of Londonderry. [t consists
only of 12 ministers, and 12 congregations ; and forms an ex-
ception to the above statement too triflig to be noticed.

And here it may be well, as but few have paid much attention
to the ecclesiastical state of the countiy, to mention that the great
body of Cliristians in New England, ts known by the distinctive
name of Congregationalisis. 'This will appear by reference to any
history of New Kngland, or to Morse’s Geography, which is con-
gsidered of safficicnt authority in such cases. Under the head
« Umted States,”” and section marked ¢ Religion,” we find these
words :

¢« The following are the denominations of Christians: Con-
¢ mregationalists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Friends, Methos
« dists, Baptists, German Lutherans, Dutch Reformed, Roman
¢¢ Catholics, Moravians, &c. "U'he Congregationalisis are the most
¢ numerous denomination. There are about che thousand con-
¢ gregations of this denomination in New England, besides a
“ considerable number scattered through the middle and southern
¢¢ S¥ates. Their whole number is, probably, not less than twelve
¢ hundred, and nearly an equal numbey of ministers, and candi-
¢ dates.”

¢¢ After them the Presbyterians are most numerous. They
¢ have a Constitution, and a Confession of Faith,” &c. [Sece vol. 1.
p- 189, edit. 1812,] ]

*This staternent exclndes the Seceders, and the Axech Reformed, who are not
af our ¢communion. |
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Here we sce a plain disiinclion made by a New Enzland
veriter, between Presbyterians, and the denomination of Christie
ans chieily prevailing in that section of the United States.

If any one wi-;ahe'_-'. to know what 1s the precise difference be-
tween the Congregational and Presbyteriun Churches, he is re-
feried to Buck®s T iwuluu;lt al Dhctionary, or Hannah Adams’ View
of Religions, or Rapin’s History of England, Book XXI, or te
Mﬂshmm s Ecclesiastical }llHtUPj, Leut 17, Art. Reformed

Church. Here it is just remarked that the Congregationalists
mmutdm, that all church power and authority is vested in the
Congregution 5 so that every individual society is independent of
all other socicties—flence they utter ly den y ﬂ.utlmrlty to Presby-
teries, Synods, and Councils.

This statement is given, among other purposes, for the sake |

nf' furnisuing an Answer to a question which perhaps some will be

Feady-in H'ik namely, & Wiy has net the Author illustrated the
cl:aracter am!mnﬂ-.r'* of the Preshyterians, by examplﬁ taken
trurn the New En "’*'L‘:I!H‘! Churches? "T'he reason is maost ﬂbflﬂus,
because they are ot Presbyterian.

1. Of the Ecclesiastical Polity of the Fresbyterians.

[t is not the Author’s intention, nor is it necessary to his
purpose £3 write a dissertation on ecclesiaatical polity. His wish
1= simply this, tiat the public should know what principles the
presbyterian society have adopted m,rﬂiatlml to this very intercst-
ing suhject. To this crd, some extracis will be made from a book
very little known in various parts of Virrinia, the title of which
is, ¢ The Constiiulion of the IJTESbngHfrrt Church in the United
Slates.”

Previously, however, it may be oliserved that we take it for
rranted, as an l]l"ll‘ﬁ[rilulﬁl" iiuth, that a system of religion, which
haﬂ for its author that God who#* ¢ hath made of ene blood all na-
tions of mcn, for (o dueil on all the face of the earth,” can contain
nothing contrary to the libertics, and happiness of the human race.
Ani, althum;h the gospel does not directly, and in express terms,
interfere with the constitution and frame of civil governments, yet
1t lays down principles, which when rightly understood, and re-

‘duced to practice, establish the freedom and secure the welfare of

man on the firpiest basis.

The book which has been immentioned, contains, in the former
part the doctrines and catechisms of the Church ; in the latter, the
Constitution, or form of government, amd the Dll‘ﬂt‘tﬂl‘}’ for

worship.

T'o the constitution is prefixed an Introduction, in which are
laid down the ¢¢ geneval principles” on which the form of govern-

§

ment is founded. This may be considered as our Declaration of

—

*Acts. Chlap, XVIIL v. 26,



Bizhis. The following maxim desefved the sefious attention of
tho reader : |

— ThLut though the character, qualifications, and authority
¢« of church officers, are faid down in the holy scriptures, as well
¢ a8 the proper methnd of their investiture and induction ; yET
¢ THE ELECTION oF THE PEREONS TO THE EXCROISE oF TEIs
¢ AUTHORITY, IN ANY PARTICTLAR 30CIETY, 13 IN THAT $0-
““ CIETY.” DPage 373} art. 6. ,

It will be perceivcd that this great principle runs through the
whole of the prewbyterian system. For example, in designating
Em ofticers of the church, the constitution téaches this doctrine ;
ulﬂtp

¢ The ordinary and perpetuil officers iu the chure¢h are bi.
« shops or pastors § and the representatives of the people, usually
«“ gtyled, ruling elders, and deacons.’”” I'. 377 ; chap. 2.

'These geveral officers are in the next place descrilied; and
their duties pointed out in very explicii i=-ms,

« The pastoral office is the first in the chuyrch both for dignity
¢ and vscfudness. The person who 6ills @as office, hath, tn acrip-
¢ ture, obtained different named expressive of his various duties.
«¢« As he has the oversizht cf the flock of Christ, he i8 termed
« bishop. As he feeds them with spiritual food, he is termed pas-
st tor. As he serves Christ in his church, he is termed minister.
¢ As it 1s his duty to he :-ve, and prudent, and an example
« of the flock, and to govern well in the house, and kingdom of
« Christ, he i§ termed p: . ... /er orelder. As heis the Miessengeér
« of God, he is termed the ‘angel of tae churci. As he i8 sent fo
« declare the will of God to sinners, and to beseech them to be re-
¢ conciled to God through Christ, he is termed ambassador. asd
¢s a8 lie dispenses the manifold grace of God, and the ordinances
¢ instituted by Christ, he is ternicd sieward of the miysteries of
« (xod.,”” Chap. 8; p. 378, 379.

For the sake of correcting an etronecus opintion, which sothe

have taken up, it may be observed here, that from *° . xtract
is manifest, that presbytetians do nof reject the truly ~mptura
office of Lishop, On theé contrary, they maintain that ~vcry ming
ister of the gospel, having ¢ mrersigml of & congregation, i trus
ly and properly a bishop. They also hold that all ministers. in
respect to power, authority, and dignity, are on 2 perfect ejquatify.
n & word, they are strenuous advocates for parochial, ih coi.radiss
inction to, diocesan episcopacy. 'The Author however, does hot
at all intend to enter on thiscontreversy. The stateigent 13 mage
entirely for the sake of giving information. -
The only other remark which will be introduced here is, that
although ministers derive their office from Christ, yotthey ape
elected to take oversight of their ¢ flocks” by the peonle . B M
conformity to a fundamental principle already lazé v . ine mode
of conducting such elections is prescribed ip the con-titulioBi-w
Chap, 14 ; p. 403. | | o

B
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To proceed with our extracts. 'The *only:other church ofii-
¢ers that are clothed with ecclestastical power, are tevined «6 puling
‘elders.” These ¢« are properly (e representatives of ihe peopit,
s¢ chosen by them, for the purpose of exercising government, and
¢ discipline, in conjunction with pastors or mmtsters.” Chap. 4;
page 37 9.

The mode of their election is prescribed. € h"tp- 12 ; pages
591."1 395

Having shown what officers are appointed for the govern-
ment of 1he Presbyterian Church, it will be proper in the next
place to take seme little notice of the several judicatories in that
suclety.

it is clearly indispensible that every commuriity should have
lawse 3 and that those laws should be executed. Jesus Christ is
tize nnh lawgiver acknowledged by this church ; and the bible is
their only law-bock. The e zllclplt.a, and rules laid down in the
constitution are te be regarded in no other Iight than expositions
of the laws enacted by the Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus
Christ. This doctrine aliows to the Church but little power.
Great care, however, has been taken least that little should be
abuseds  The history of the world shows that it is dangerous to
truat min with power of any kind, anc especially with that which
has been distinguished by the term spirtfual,  'When the claim of
the clergy to ﬁer{:mﬁ, independent of the people, and by IHvine
right, ecclesinstical authorty, is yielded, the people are not far
from abject slavery. Accordingly the Presiyterian society, al-
ways watchful of its liberties, has taken especial care that in eve-

-ty church judicatery the people should have, by their representa-
tives, at least awequal vote with the clergy; and in some impor-
tant particulars their influence is superior. As will appcar by
the {ollowing extracts.

''hat Judicatory which attcm!ﬂ to the interests of cach parti-
culdr congregation is termed the Church &ession ; and consists of
the Bishop and Elders of that congregation. The Constitution
- defines its powers, and preseribes its duties ; partlcularly stating
that it ¢ is competent to the government of the cmlgregatmn -
and has « power.to concert the best measures for pmmntmg its
spiritual interests, and to appoint delegates to represent it < in the
higher judicatories.”  See chap. 8 of the Constitution.

The Church session then has the power of calling before it
offennders against the rules of the chureh, and of rebuking, admon-
ishing, exclud ng, or suspending the guilty as the case may re-
qquire. The preacher alone, has no such power. 'This is on the
principle thut every mluntary association, such as a congrega-
tm*n must be, has the right in itself of prescribing the rules of

* The office of deacons is recognized in our constitution ; but as they have no

- ¢lyarel. power, 11 is unnccessay o take particular notice of them. Thewr business

s Te . e et ten'poial concems of the church, and eapecially to take cue of
the poour,
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admission, or the terms on which any person shall be considered
a member. In this judicatory the mimster always presides, and
rives a casting vote when necessary. |

The Judicatory pext above the Church Session, is the Pres--
bytery. T'his ¢ consists of all the mimsters. and one reling clder
firom each congregation within a certain district.” ﬂ

The Presbytery hath cognizance of all things that regami
the welfare of particular churches within their bounds, which are
not cognizable by the Session. Thaey have also the power of re-
ceiving and issuing appeals from the Sessions, of licensing candi-
dates for the Ministry, of ordaining, settling, removing or judg-
ing minigters. Sce chap. 9, p. 386, %

The ecclesiastical judicatory next in order iz the Synod,
¢« As a preshytery is a convention of bishops and clders 1n a cer-
¢ tain district ; sn a synod i3 a convention of bishops and elders
“ within a larger district, including several preshyteries.”” This
body is constituted in the same manner with the presbytery ; fhat
is, it consists 6 an equal number of bisliops and ectdeis. It 18
principally a court of appellate jurisdiction ; appealy and referen-
ces being made to it from the several presbytevies. Chap. 10,
page 392.

s The General Assembly is the highest judicatory of the
presbytevian church”—¢ and consisis of an equal delegation of
+¢ hishops and elders firoin each presbytery®” in proportion to its
numbers. Thig assembly attends to the general interests of the
presbyterian church in the United States, and reccives appeals
from all the inlerior judicatories. Chap. 11, p. 393.

This detail is given for the purpose of showing how careful-
Iy the constitution of the church provides limitations & restraints
on clerical power. 'The people cannot be oppressed, unless by
pecsons of their own cholee, in other words by their representa-
tives. The minisices of the gospe! can caery into effect o scheme
of azzrandizement, unless the ncople are unwise cnough to aid
them. |

It may be 2s well to mention here, 23 in anv other place,
that this conshitution of the churcii may be amended. "I'he mode
however, in which this is effected, gives complete security against
any imprudent love of change, and ut the same time ensures a re-
medy for any evil that experience peints out. Il may suiiice to
observe farther, that no alteration can take place without at least
a year's deliberation ; andthen by # concurrence of a majarity of
the preshyteries expressed to the general assembly.  Let the rea-
der bear thia remark in his memory, .

To this synopsis of the constitution of the presbyterian
church, it may he well to add an extract or two from the work so
often quoied, showing the deliberate and solemn judginent of the
church with respect to civil government, ils powers in relation to
religion, and the dutics which christians owe %o civil authoritics,
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., The first extract will be given from the 23d chapier, entitlad
¢t Of the Civil Magistrate,” Page 114.

¢ Gud, the supreine Lord and King of all the world, hath
¢ ardained civil magistrates to de under him over the people, for
¢ his own glory and the public gnod, and to this end, hath armed
¢ them with the power of the sword, for the defence and encourages
¢s ment of them that are good; and for the punishment of evil.
& doers.

¢ [1. It is lawful for christians to accept and exec.ate the oflice
¢ of a magistrate, whep called thereunto 3 in the managing whereof,
¢ as they ought especially to mammtamn pety, justice and peace, ac-
¢ cording to the wholesome laws of each commonwealth; so, fop

< that end, they may lawfully, now under the New Testament,
¢ wage war upon just and necessary occasions, |

e 1T1, Civil magistrates may not assume tathemselves the ad.
& ministration of the word and sacraments ; o {he power of the
s keve of the kingdom of heayen ; or, inthe least, interfere in
¢« matters of faith., Yet as nursing fathers, it ia the duty of civil
2 magistrﬂtes to protect the church of our common Lord, without
¢ giving the preference to any denomination of Chvistians above
«¢ the regl in such a manner, that all ecclesiastical persons whatever
¢ shall enjoy the fully free, and unquestioned liberty of dischar-
#¢ ming cvery part of theiwr sacred functions without violence or
i danger.  And, as Jesu ; Christ hath apprinted a regular govern-
¢ ment and discipline in his church, no law of any commoenweaith,
«¢ ghould interfere with, let, or hinder, the due exercise thercof,
% among the voluntary members of any dencmination of Christi-
f¢ ans, according fo their ewn profession and belief. It is the
¢ duty of civi] magistrates to protect the person and good name
#¢ of all their people, in such an effectual manner as that no pers-n
¢¢ be suffered, either upon pretence of religion or irldclity, to offur
¢¢ any indignity, violence, abuec or injury, to any other person
¢ whatgoever ; gnd to take order, that all religious and seclesiastis,
¢ cz} asarmbhics be held without molestation or disturbance.

« 1V, It ie the duty of the peoplc to pray for magistrates,
¢ to honour their peyrsons, to pay them tribute and other dues, to
¢ obey their lawf.]l commands, and to be subject to their authority,
¢ for conscience sake, Infidelity or difference in religion, doth
¢« not make void the magistrate’s just and legal authority ; nor
¢ firce the people from their due obedience to him: from which
« ecclesiastical persons are not exempied.”

Again, reference is made to the general principles laid down
in the Introduction to the Constitution, page 371. The attention
of the peader is particularly directed to the following woerds :—
e (God aloneis Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free from
L the dﬂf’t}‘in{] q _11{] .:;{:mmamlments of Mmcn. Whiﬂ!l are in any thing
¢ contrary to his word, or beside it, in matters of faith or Wﬂl‘fihi[} -
¢stherefore they(the framers of the constitution) consider the ri ght;a
o of private judgment, ip all matters that regpect religion, as zni-

- e e
el p oA
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o wersal and unalienadle ; they do not even wish tn see any refl™
¢ gions constitution aided by the civil power, further than may e
« necessary for protection and socurity, and at the same time cqual
« and common to all others.” |

On these extracts it is obvious ta remark,

1. That the constitution of the Presbyterian charch is funda-
mentally and decidedly republican. And that it is in a very happy
manncr adapted to that particular modific ation of vepublican in-
gtitirtions which prevails in the United States, This is oo plain
to require ]}I'{IBF 3 the slightest attention heing suffi-ient to con-
yince any one, that onr ecclesiastical constitution establishes in the
chiurch. a representative governmentf. Hoence the more deridedly
o man 18 a presbytarian, the more decidedly 1s he a republican. —
5o much is this thexcase; that soine christians of this society fuily
helieving that. ¢ Presbyfery is de jure divine,”” consider this as
decisive evidenee that republicanigm is of divine institution too;
and arc verily pepsnaded that they shonld gricvously sin against
(zod by acknowledging any other form of civil governmaont. 'T'hia
{s mentioned for the sake of showing what influence the sentiments,
which men hold in relation to the church, have on the  political
apinicns. | |

But that the proper effecte of this ecclcsiastical constitution
on the human heart and understanding may be perceived and duly
cppreciated, let us ilustrate the subject alittle,

The people of this countrey, by the favour of Providence have
been enabled to shake off a foreign yoke ; and are blessod with the
right of self government.  We own the authority of no civil laws,
but of those made by our representatives, We pay nn taxes but
such as, through onr representatives, we choose to lay on our-
sclves, AH who are placed in authority over us, are resmonsikle
to us. We dﬂil}' E‘l‘{‘Ei‘FE the ﬂ‘i‘aﬂtﬂgtﬂ. an¢] Enin}' the bii_ﬁﬂsin;;ﬁ_
of civil liberty. And understanding our political rights, we ave
determined to maintain chem.,

Does not every one perceive that, by a common operation cf
the human mind, the maxims and principles which relate to civil
and political hiberty, will be extended to every subject in which the
rights of man are involved ? I am free, the citizen would say, from
the arbitrary power of Kings and nobles, and I have a rizht to be
free firom every species of ecclesiustical tyrannyv. FEvery under-
standing would see, and every heart wonld fecl the analogy te be
irresistible,  Thus would religious liherty follow in the train of
Llessings conferred by political and civil freednmn. Now let ns re-

verse Lhe case, and suppose a people enjoying their religious liber-
tics, in the plenary degree and manner in which, under the consti-
tution of the preshyterian church in the United States, they are
gecured to its members 3 would not the moral effect be the game !
Nay is it not likely that it would he greater : inasmuch 28 religion
from ite very nature, fyom the magnitude of the objeris with which
it is conversant, and the infinite value o theinteresis which it in-

e i ¥ - — " —



14

eolves, is caleulated to take, and indeed does take a most powerful

hold on the numan heari.  But however this may be, the truth ;s

that civil, political, and religious liberty has been gencr=liy not to
fy vmvrraall}, united,

Theype 18 anotheyr fact of which most siatesmen ds not seem
to he awarc, that siace the era of the icformatien, the only period
perhaps n history in which the principies of sclf gﬂvemmpnt
have been rightly undersiood, and fixed on their proper founda-
tinn, religious hberty has gone foremast in breaking the chains of

oppression, snd emancipating the human race. And I have a
L rm.{fm*ﬂmttr hope™ that she will carry on to its complete consum-

- matien the zinrious work which has commenced. ¥
But { :11'tlmr__ there 18 much reason to believe that the founder
nf modera presbyterianism, theillustrious reformer of Geneva, is
-~ tie person to wwhoms, of all men tiie world is most indebted for that
~purtion of liberty which is now enjoved. This may be thought
by some to be a mere prejudice in the author deserving no atten-
tion ;3 while perhaps others will treat it with perfect scorn. DBut

let tlu: repder carefully study the following facts, and draw his
own conclusions.,

Let it be premiscd, however, that it would require a volume
~ to do justice to this subject. And by the way a most interestin
volume might be writfen by a man “of talents and iearning, dnz

lcisure, on the political influence which various religious systems
have had in the world,

The following statement, [.';h'i*n by the celebrated {Mosheim,
whose ceclesiasgtic d] history is universally regarded as g*nnd autho-
rity, will show that the assertion made above is not so destitute of
support as some may perhaps be ready to suppese,

¢ In the year 1541, Joln Calvin, who sarpassed almost all
the doctors of this age in Iaborious application, constancy of
mind, force of clﬂq uence, and extent of gcnius, returned to (zene-
va, from whence the opposition of his enemies had obliged him 16
refire.—The views and projects ot this great man were grand and
{H-,_t[;-uhh . FDI‘ hE not ﬂﬂl‘F HI]{I["IT[}{III{ to g'h'c‘ Efl"l?llgth nml
vigour to the rising church, by framing the wisest laws and the

mnst saiutary 'ﬂ'atltutmnq for the maintainance of order and tho
advancement of true piety, but cver proposed to render Geneva,

the mother, the seminary of ali the reformed churches.———A
circamgtance that among others, contributed much to the success
of his designs, was the rﬁtuhhs:,mrnt of an acadcmy at Geneva,
which the senate of that city founded at hig request ; and in which
he himself, and his Enlil?"lg‘il{? Theodore Beza, and other divines
of eminent learning and abilities {aught the sciences with the
greatest reputition.  In efieet, the Instre which these great men

reflected on this infont seminary of learning, spread its fame thro’

*Sce Mcleud on the Propheeies, T Mesheim was a Ludheran.
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the distant nstions with sich amazing rapidity, that all, who wers
ainbitious of a distinguished progress in either sacred or profane
erudition, repaired to Geneva; and that England, Scotland, France,
Italy and Germany, seemed t» vie with each other in the numbers
of their studious youth, that were incessantly rcpairing to the
new academy.” See Mosheim’s Kcclesiastical History, cent. 16.
History Reformed Church, part 2, chap. 2.

The intclligent historian proceeds in the next place to state
the alterations made by Calvin in the plan of doctrine and diseis
pline which had before been introduced into the reformed ehurch.
Zuingle, in his form of ecclesiastical government, had given an
absolute and unbounded power, in religious matters, to the civil
magistrate. ¢« Calvin, on the contrary, reduced the power of the
magistrate, i religious matters, within narrow bounds. He
declared the church a separate amd independeunt body, endowed
with the power of legislation far. itself, He maintained that
it was to be governed, like the primitive church, only by pres-
byteries and synods, that is by assemblies of elders composcd
both of the clergy and lawty 3 and he ieft to the civil magistrate
littie else than the privilege of protecting and detending the
chiurch, and providing for what related to its external exigencies
ard concerns.”’ | |

After this the historian details the progress made by the does
trines of this great reformer in various countries of Kurvope. The
efect produced by them may be discermed in the lhistery of those
countrics.

In what were afterwards called the Seven United Provinces,
the lame of libert; was soon Kindled, and the hardy and patient
inhabitants of that country were roused to deeds of hervoic valour,
which have never been surpassed.

In France there werc many scholars from the Genevan school,
and every rcader of history knows what desperate struggles the
Huguenots made for the maintenance of their rights and libertics.
Perhaps indeed sppae may think that the civil wars carried on in
France were mevely neftgious wars. But this is not true. It was
a contest on the one part, {or power hothr spiritual and political,
and en the other, for frecdom from tlns. tyrapny. 'To this it may
bo added, that the descendants ot the Huguenots, to this day called
Calvinists in France, constitute the great body of true republi-
cans in that country : and arc the very people that the friends of
legitimate anthority, are destroying with five and faggot ; the very
protestants that the deliverers of Euvope ave permitting to be
consutued by slow torturcs, or assassinated almost before their
Cycs.

In Great Bptain, every intelligent reader of history knows
what were the effects of this aystem. [t shook {o the centre, and
finally overturned the throne of the #Stuarts,

*They however di not behead the first Charles. The Indepardants have to
bear the blame or enjoy the honour of that.
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It is amnsing and cdifying to attend to the speculations of
the writers of thatday on the subject now before us. One writer:
sats himself very seriously to prove that preshyterianism is totals
1y and absolutely inconsiatent with monarchical government : ano-
ther admits that this is giing too far; it is not incompatible with
monarchy, but it o himita and restrains the King, as to reducs
royalty to a mere snadow. Awr anoaymous pamphlet printed ia
the year 1646 is now lying befire me. The reader will probably
not be digpleased by the following extract. The title of the pamaph-
1ot i8, ¢ The Burden ot lssachar.” ‘The writer chooses to ex-
press himselfl in these terms ¢

“ They, (presbyterigna) teach and maintain that all sove-
« reygnty and majesty in a king is originally, immediately, and
¢ properly derived from the coonmunity, and that only by way of
o ficuciary trust ; gu that it is habitually and radically siil! in
* the people 5 and the King hath no greater portion, or pro-
»« portion than he hath by the first popular fundamental consti-
¢ tution : and in case of deficiency the collective body may supply
s« in church or state the defects of his government. For want of
» a gond administration, the king is censurable ; for enormous
¢ errors he is deposabie ; and they may diginhe it his posterity ;
¢ that a defensive war 18 lawful against a bad king, or a wrak
« king seduced by malignant counsel.” |

These were laid as hcavy accusations against the presbyteri.-
ans of former davs ; and they were stigmatized ad rebels and
traitors, becauso they held such maxims, e trust that it will
be no discredit to the American presbyterians, that they are the
lezitimate offspring of thede very rebeis and traitors. The more
1 scaveh into history, the more abundant evidence prescnts itself
tiiot itis to the free and independent spirit breathed into his dimci-
pies by our great reformer that England is indebted for her revo.
[ution, and for whatever freedom she enjoys. The ablest histri-
cal writer that Great Britain has produced bears testimony to the
correctness of this opinion when he says that ¢ The precious
sparks sf liberty were kindled and preserved by the puritans in
Encland ;: and that it is to this sect, whose principles appear se
frivolous, and whose habits so ridiculous, the Enciish owe the
whaole freedom af their constitution.

It is worth while to remark as a further confirmation of the
epinion here maintained, that every highflying royalist, from Pe-
ter Hevlin down to the unknown author of the ¢ Pursuits of Lites
rature’” has held the preabyterians in great abhotrence. The
words of the last named writer are {y remarkable to be passed
over in silenee,  The fourth dialogue eommences thus :

O! for that sabbath’s d wn 2re Britain wept,

Aud Frarea betire the Cross beliesed ad slept,
5 - 3 = * i . E
Ere by hia lake Geneva's angel stond,

hrdd waved s serall pronhe .C oter ihe faad,
With nanes (as vetunlieard) and symbeol d ear,
Carvin in front, and Neckar in the rear, &
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Anden theae Tineg he has the Dilowing tinte .

o it is remarkable that in Switzerland appeared the tlires
persons whose principles, doctrines, and practiees (as if secms to
me) have primavily and ultimately edected the grent chiangze and
downfall of rezat andl of afl lowful power 1 Europe.  Calyin, in
redigion : Ronssean, in politics § and Necxar by hisg cdininistreation,
Calviu and his disciples were never friencs to monarchy * % o
but I shall not here contend politically or theslagically with bishop
Horsley concerning Calvin. A poet’s words ave better for a po-
ct. [ have looked inte history, and as U think, have found them
true.  Dryden speaks of Calvin thug, and remarkably enough ;

“ The last of all the litier *scap’d by chance,
# Ard fiom Geneva first 1nlesied France.”

Bat azain, it requires but hiftle acquaintance with the early
history. of our own vountry to convinee ong, that it was the disci-
ples of the reformer of Geneva who first settled the far greater
nart of it When their canse seemexl-to be lost in Kurupe, and the
vole of uppression was too intolerable to be boerne, rather than
vicld to arbitrary power, théy lel? their native land,

N os patriz fines, et dnlea linquithus armna,
Nos natriam fugonus,

Such mizht well have heen the languare 'of atir pious ancea-
tars, when, hidding farewell to their Kindred and the house of their
fathers, they went they knew not whither. Tlrey c¢ame out in
poverty and great affliction ; but they brouglit-wiih theni their
hibles, and their uncorrunted faith, and tivie Hiberty, - Dearer to
thera were the pathiess wilds of the desert, with-sw¢lh companions
us these @ than all the objects, however dear, thitfhey had feft ot
home, Less dreadful to them were hasdshipst and-povertvs an
sickness, ant all the tervors of savacs tear, than subjeetiod of
the conscience to hufran authority.  Atd when it pleased Giod to
give them a large place, and a géodl¥ 1and to dwell in, they did
rot forget their principies ; neither did their ohiMren degenevatel
When the time called for 1t, they showed theirspirit, When (.
Britain resolved, by her superior stréngth, to enforea submisswn to
Ler arbitrary measures, and the time of peril, and ob sore trial
came, then were the preshyterinng among the foremost. and host
forvard. Theére was 1o halting betweeén two opinions fllh'-:}ﬁg"
them. 'Their ministers werps tl?{gdedly active amit influential 3 and
hecame on that acéeunt extremely obnoxious to the British, An
instance of this lives, and orever will live in the memory of Awes
rican3. The writer alluded to the unprecedented hitbcliery of the
tamily of the Rev. My, €aldwell of New Jersey, inthe yemr 1780,
But w is needless-1o divell en facts so cempletely esiablished, and
so wel known., o ot

The procresd of liberty hoth civil'anid relizisas (it scoms to -
me) may be truced as distinétly’ from teselivol of Geneva thre?
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garions countries down to the present day ; as the imnrovwpeiis

in modern philosopay can be tiraced to the Noviim Organum, and
the other philosophical writings of the immortal B.imm.

- T3at to return to our remarks on the constitution of *he presi-
b}tf’!‘l-ﬂﬂ church, i’ may be observed, |

. That the best possible assurance is given that there will be

ne. alit"ratlun in this form of government unfavorable to the liber-

ties of the people. Feor, as we have hefore seen. it requires at Jeast

a whole year to make any change. '1'he most expeditious method
for effecting any purpose of this kind is the following : The Ge-
neral Assembly, which meets annually, proposes an amendment to
the constitution. This is sent down to all the presbyteries, and
they are required to decide on the matter proposed, and make re-
port to the General Assembly at its next mecting. It depends on
this decision whether the pl'i'lpﬂﬂt‘tl amenidment 18 adopted or re-
jected,  During the whole period mentioned above, the subject is
before the people. They lave then, a complete opportunity of
forming, and expressing their sentiments, and directing the vote
of their representatives.

Let us now suppose that measnres shonld be taken to procure
the estabiishment of presbyterianism. We have seen that this is
rnntmr? to one of the fundamental principles of the church ; and
the people know it to be s0. A change like this cannot take place
witheut their knowledge, and lppmhati-on. Is it likely that they
will give their consent ; that they will voluntarily bind chains
around themgelves ¢ Let the reader judge.

Again, suppese that the presbyteriaus in Virginia should be-
come s corrupt:as to wish for the establishment by law, of their
mode of worship.—We see that they are under the jurisdiction of
anr.asscmbly, formed by delegation from all the States from New-
York to Georgia.. In this case, either, the whole church through
this great extent of coumtry jaust be equally corrupt, which is a
very . improbable suppomn?n ; or, the Virginia church would be
liahle to excammynication for the violation of a fundmﬁntal prin-
ciple of the constifation.

But farther, the chyrch thus rnnut:tutﬂ], and thus governed,
without any legal establishment in any of its branches, depends
for all its strength and support, upen the favour of the penph..--,
In this situation, we may safcly pronounce it to be morally im-
pessible that such akody of men as the preshyterian clergy should
attemrpt a measure which would be as vain and fophish as it would
be wicked. 'T'he jealousy, then, entertained on this subject is
withentthe shadow nf foundation.

3. Another remark which may be made on the extracts before
given, is tivat the Coctrine therein taught concerning the ¢ civil
nagmestraie,”’ is not uirworthy of a chu:ch halding such principles
as those which have been exmbited. We acknowledge his autho-
rity, and are required, and disposed to give him due honour, to

reader obedicnca ta all bis Jawfyl mmﬂldn, and to pray for his

-
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prosperity. We do not admit that difference in religion, or the
infidelity of the magistrate in the lcast degree lessens our ohliga-
tions to pay him all due respect.  We do not allow of a factious or
rebefious spirit: at the same time, however, we Ia.,nnw and are
detevmined to maintain our rights as (reemen.

For the sake of illustrating this part of our character, the
Author has determined to [mhhﬁh seversl memorials, formerly
presented to the House of Delegates of Virginia. These pﬂ‘ih‘ﬁ
are written in such a style, as w:i] afford pleasure to every reader ;
and at the same time the publication of them will give an oppor-
tunity of explaining some things that have been much misunder-
stood by some, and misrepresented by others.

It is necessary h-owe*ver. before we exhibit these papers, to
give the reader a prﬂmﬂnn;mn, that he may understanil the state
of affairs dnrmg, and immediately subsequent {0 the revolution
and the feah and sentim:nts, which would naturally result
from the situation of the country as to ecclesiastical affairs.

It is well known that the church of England wus, at an early
period, established by law in the colony of Virginia. It is also
known that the bishop of London is the diocesan of the colonial
churches.  Of course he had ecclesiastical jurisdiction in this co-
lony ; the church in Virginia constituted an integral part of the
churth of England, and was represented by its bishop in the Bri-
tish parliament. Virginians who wished to take orders, were un-

der the necessity ofmaking a voyage to Enzland for that purpose.
he parishes here, huwever, were for the most part supplied by
foreigners*, sent over for that purpose by the diocesan. [t is easy
to see what influence a foreign bishop would have over the colo-
nies, under this arran®2ment. After the revolution, the episco-
pal clergy were very anxionus to obtain the consecration of ore or
rhoreé ﬁlshu 8 for the American churches. But the superiors of the
English ¢ lmn:h refused to gratify this wish. Doubtless it was the
pelicy of the British government to retain as much influence as
possible over the people of this country ; and we know that ac-
cording to the constitution of England the King is supreme head
of the church ; and that the bishops are his dependents. The
American gplscnpallans, however, {and we record it to their ho-
nour) urged their request ; and at lvn th Dr. Seabury of Connec-
ticut, if [ am rightly mf rmed, went t» Beotland, and obtained
cimsecration from the episcopal bishops in that country. The dig-
nitaries of the English church, when they found that a refusal
would no longer be of any avail, granted the request, to which
they had so long before refused to hearken.
In the year 1789, the Episcopalians in the United States held a
gr'neral convention in Philadelphia, revised the hook of common

*None, T trust, will imag:ne that the author imputes it as blame to any man
that ke 18 ﬂforﬂw or would insinmate that he s 1o e unilesvalue | on fi’ial’ (=
¢onnt. On the contrary, some of his own best friends are nauives of anodher country.
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praver, and adanied i® to the new state of things in this country,
T'huswas t[u*n' 1 nnnexian with the caarch oy h.*”Lth Broist,
andl their dependence on it deefvoyed. A new socicty was formed
uader the title of « The 1'rotestant Luviscopal Church in tho
United States.”

The former emscapal charch, on account aof the mrneﬁhm
and dependence which have beesy wmentioned, was regerded with
considerable depvee of jedlousy andsuspicion.  Seversh.othey Eu-
cumstances concnried to excite unpleasant foeclings towards Licr i
the breasts of dissenters, as they were saen lermiea s o specially the
persecition to which several of (heipr mintsters had .:m subiceted,
and the taxes waich they had been compelied to pay for the THE
port of a chirch to whic L they did not helonz,  Evidence of these
feelings will be fvund in the tollowing ilwnml‘icdﬂ. But let our
episc: paj Lrethren censider how they would have folt, had Hiberty
. to preach been deed to thaa, and td115 laid on them for the sun-
port ol baptist, m2thedist, or pregbyterian preachers. Lot ki albo
be remembeired that those feelings had tor their object, a sociciy,
which, since the year aboveme utmn i, Lias In gus Jadgment il
wo c2islenec in t'u-a couniry : forsince that Lhne there has been no
Lfﬂ”{f ﬂ;’ }:7'“1-:1 H it ' i ally btdtﬂ 0] ti‘:'t"itﬂlfy n thE Lnum.

It was thought proper to make this explanation, least any
should suspex ¢t that the publication of these papers at this time, is

intended as an ndirect attack on the protestapt E‘plb[ opal churci.
The state of things is f"l‘i‘aﬂj aliere 1t since the date of these pa-
pers,  All sacictics in this country are now, as to all rights and
orivileges, on a perfect equality. There 15 among us no Alga
church ; tiere are no dﬂspnters. Invidious distinctions are Lap-
pilv done away ; and it is most devoutly to be wished that wll un-
brotherly feelings may be totally eradicated.

The l'ululp 5 here intormed that the follewing memerials
have heen copied from the orizinals preseeved in the office of too
clerk of the Liouse of deleg :nrs, and open to the inspection of any
one who wishcs to examine them. )

(hy the first of these papersitis needless to make any {""E]ﬂ.’:l.-
natory remarks.  Is date, and the known state of the country at
that tune, sufliciently f‘xp]:;tm it.

MEMORIAL L. Presented in the yecr 1776,

T the konorable the General Assemibly of Virzinia,

The mernoricl of the Presbytery of Hanover lmmbh repre-
sents,

That your memogialisis are zoverned by the same sentiments
which have inspired the United States of America ; and are deter-
mincd that nothing i our power and infleence shall be wanting
T Tive suceess to ﬂwu‘ common cause.  We would also represent,
that dizsenters irom the church of England, in this country, have
ever been desirors t condueet themselves as pEHEEdf}lﬂ HIEFmt'I'i of
the civil governnont, for which reason they have hitherto sulinit-
ted Lo several ceclesiastic busdens, and resirictions, that are in-



consistent with equal Liberty,  Oat now when the many and grie-
tous oppeessions of our mather country, nave kad this csutine n*‘
under the nceessity of casting ol the yoiz of tyvanny, and of
immme: i dependent covernments wpoi equitabie and Lboeal *‘m.:
dations, we ﬂd.tt{:] mu*m*h es that we shall be freed {eara wdl the
LllmbI*LL!l-,..-{_‘h Wdh-h 1) -.'Llli"lL UP uilil]"‘uil.l,lﬂﬂ-. }]J v lddlEL, it hlgnh'} ’
hath jneervoven wilth mosst other political soyste s, Ths we ur
the more strongly cacouvraged to e 1:“1, by the Dc. Luat.un uf
I ghis, so waiversaily apple ded for that dig Iuh. nrminess anid
rircision wil which it deli .1&1‘{1“ and wiseris tlw DETY L L0, 1}f' Bhm
urtv.. it tae pirerogatives of huntan naturce; anid waich we u::ri-
Brace us Lhe meesna ciartay of oy comaonwaealih, thiit can neve;
be violated without cnd ungfrm ae wrand supersiructure, it was
e:*stiuf-'] to susiain, Therclere we rely upsn this Declaralion, oy
uch as Lire --"'tu ¢ of our ilonourabla LE‘ isliture, to secure us the
free cacrcive of velisisn accgrding, to the ciclu'es of our conscivnoey .
Let we suould Tallshort in cur duty to ourselves, and the wan
and numerous Unr"vf,,.ttiuna mldt..r OUP CArc, WOTe we, upon Uu
secasioig to neglect laying before you a state of the velizlous gric-
ces ander waich we have hitherto b n.b Uk -{l s thad lut:-‘r o lJi.
S HEN be continued i one pwmu* i of ;;rnﬁll.,nn.l il
- Itis well kuow 1, that in the froatier counties, which are fust-
[v supnased to contuin a fifth part of the inhabitants of Virginia,
tue dissenters bave borne the heavy Lmr ans of puichasing glﬂbh,
building churches, and Sl!i"[_l{}i"tﬂi’-" e established dlergy, where
there are very few episcopalians, L-i..lh i to assist hmrnn:, the;
CX OBy OF L I 1p the advantaze s and that througaout Lhe otlie
purts ol the couniry, there are ._1l.ju ITHATRS ti’iUHh._i.alm 0l wruisgs
iends and defenders of our State, who, besides the invidious, and
disadvantazeous restrictions to which they have been subjected,
anngally y 1y large taxesto :-;u;alr-)l-t an cslablistoacut, from which
thi‘l!"tml‘a entey vni ynm iples oblioe them to dissent @ all wilich
re con LEH J'hf S0 LNy nul.thmr-u[ thicir natural s -*"huj T ang .:u
eir cmﬁi“:q Iences, a restraint apon trecdom of ensuicy, und pri-
vate judzment.

En this enlightened age, and in « fand where all, of every de-
nnmuntml are um*"d tn the most steenuous efforts o be firee, we
hope and expect that our representatives will cheerfully ‘conenw |
FEMOVING evel Y spe 1es of relvgious, as welt as civil I}imr:la, 20—
Coertain it 1=, that eveey arguaent for civil Iiborty, gu ﬂH .iddi-
tioual strengih when d'-p‘ud to liberty ia tue concerns of relicion ;

antd there 1s no argument in favour of estublishing the christing
l*r]tgmn, but what inay be pleaded, with Eq-hﬂ propa iy, Tor estah-
Lishing the tenets of Mahome! by thase wan bueiteve thr, Alcoran
or if thus be not trae, 1t 1s ot Jeast _ll]'llu“‘:hu!_l]"' for the magistrate
to adjudge the right of ereferdnee amiong 1h vaeiaus soets that
profess the ehrisiian f'l'f"u without L...’[‘ tine a chaiv ol i:ﬂ’a ity
whish would lead vs bark o ths church of Mo,
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Wo bez leave {arther to represent, that rcligious establish-
ments are highly mjurious to the temporal interesis of any cuii -
munity. Withouot imsisting upon the ambition, and the arbitrary
practices of those who are favoured by government; or the intri-
guing seditious spirit, waich is commonly excited by this, as well
as every other Kind ol oppression ; such establishments greatly
retard population, and consequently the progress of arts, scien-
ces, and manufactorics: witness the rapid growth and improve-
ments of the northern provinces, compared with this.. No one can
deny that the more early setticment, aml the many superior advan-
tages of our country, would have invited multitudes of artificers,
mechamics, and other useful wnembers of society, to fix their habi-
tation among us, who have eithep remained in their place of nati-
vity, or preferred worse civil governinents, and a more barren
§.-il, where they might enjoy the rights of conscience moré fully
ti:an they had 4 prospect of doing it, in this. From which we in-
fer, that Virginia might have now been the capitol of America, and
a match {ar the British arms, without depending on others for the
necessaries of war, had it not been prevented by her religious
establishment. | . |

Neither can it be made appear that the gospel needs any such
civil aid. We rather conceive that when our blessed Saviour de-
clares his kingdom is not of this world, he renounces all dependence
apon state power, and as his weapons are spirilual, and were only
degigned to have influence on the judgment, and heart of man, wé
are persuaded that if mankind were left in the quiet possession of
thi<ir unalienable religious privileges, christianity, as in the days
of the apostles, would continue to prevail and flourish in the great-
est purity, by its own native excellence, and under the all dispo-
$ing providence of God. | | |
We would also humbly represent, that the only proper objects
of civil government, are the happiness and ymﬁet.tiqn of men in
the prescntstate of existence; the security of the life, liberty, and
property of the citizens : and to restrain the vicious and encourage
the virtuous hy wholesome laws, equally extending to every indi-
vidual, But that the duty which we owe our Creator, and the
manner of discharging it, can cnly be directed by reasen and cons
piction ; and is no where cognizuble but at the tribunal of the
universal Judge, | |

Therefore we ask no ecclesiastical establishments for ourseloes ;
neither can we approve of them when granted to others. This
indeed would be g1ving exclusive or separatée emoluments or pri-
vileges to one set (or sect) of men, without any special public ser-
vices to the common reproach and injury of évery other denomina-
tiom. And for the reasons recited we are induced earnestly to en-
treat, that all laws now in force in this cemmonwealth, which
counténance religious domination, may be speedily repealed—that
all, of every religious sect, may be protected in the full exercise
of their several modes of worship ; and exempted from all taxes
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for the sapport of any church whatsoever, furtherthan what may he
arrecable to their own . private choice, or voluntary ehiigation.—
This bei ing done, all partial and invidious. distinctions will be
abolished, to the great honour and interest of the State ; and every
one be left to stand or fall according to merit, which can nevep
be the case, s» long as any one denomination is ¢stablished in pro-
ference to others, |
Tliat the great Sovercign of the Universe may inspire you
with unanimity, wisdom and resolution ; and bring you to'a Just
determination on all the impertant concerns before you, is the fer-
vent prayer of your memorialists.
- Signed by order of the Presbytery.
JOUN TODD, Moderator,
CALEB WALLACE, P.CI"k,
In October, 1775, the Legislature passed a law exempting
dissenters (rom contributions for the support of the esiablished
church. At that tim2 the policy of a general assessment fir the
support of rehigion was much discussed. In the law above men-
tioned this subjec<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>