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BIOGRAPHY 

LIFE OF THE REV. WILLIAM TENNENT. 

Amonc the duties which every generation owes to thofe 

which are to fucceed it, we may reckon the careful delineatie 

on of the charaéters of thofe whofe example deferves, and may 

invite imitation. Example fpeaks louder than precept, and 

living practical religion has a much greater effet on mankind 

than argument or eloquence. Hence, the lives of pious men 

become the moft important fources of inftruétion and warning 

to pofterity: while their exemplary condué affords the beft . 

commentary on the religion they profeffed. But whenfuch 

men have been remarkably favoured of God, with unufual de- 

grees of light and knowledge, and have been honoured by the 

fpecial and extraordinary influence of his Holy Spirit, and by 

the moft manifeft and wonderful interpofitions of divine Pro- 

vidence in their behalf, it becomes a duty of more than com- 

mon obligation, to hand down to pofterity the principal events 

of their lives, together with fuch ufeful inferences as they nature 

ally fuggeft. Aneglect of this duty, even by perfons who 

may-be con{cious of the want of abilities neceflary for the com. 

plete biographer, is greatly culpable ; for, if the ftricteft atten 

tion he paid to the truch of the facts related, and all exaggera- 

tion or partial reprefentation be carefully avoided, the want 

of other furniture can be no excufe for burying in oblivion 

that conduct, which, if known, might edify and benefit the 

world. Kr 
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« . ESSAYS MORAL AND RELIGIOUS. 

GPI LIL 

FOR THe VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAG(AzINE, 

VIVAX AND CONTUMAX—A DIALOGUE, 

- It will be recolle&ed, that at the clofe of the dialogue bea 

tween Paulinus and. Vivax which appeared in Number 2, 

Vol. 2, of the Virginia Religious Magizine, Vivax appear, 

ed to entertain a favourable opinion, of the chriftian religion, 

He had for fome time been convinced of the truth of the {crip. 

tures; but conceaiing his real fentiments he refifted the light 

and aff-cted to treat the gofpel, and its ordinances with cone 

tempt. He at lengzch became unable to make any farther re. 

Gitances Like a fervait who had known his matters will, and 

obftnately rafufed to obcy it, he viewed himfelf jultly expofed 

to many ftripes. To expeéct relief from the anguith of a troue 

bled fpirit, in the haunts of vice and folly or from the fpecuta- 

tions of Pilosophers, to Vivax now appeared no better than 

madnefs. The Philofophers could not extract the dagger 

which fin had planted\in his bofom; their remedies had no 

¢endency tocheck the progrefs of the difeafe which preyed 

on his vitals. The voice of an accufing confcience could no 

longer be filenced, by the clamorous mirth of fouls. Vivax 

is a finner: the law of God condemns him as an inexcusable 

finner, Whatcan he d>, or whether fhaill he fly to efcape 

deferved vengeance. Behold he prayeth; and his prayer is 

expreffed in the language of the humble Publican God be mer. 

ciful to me asinner. Proftrate in the duft, he prefumes not tg 

raife an eye towards heaven; he can fcarfely hone to partake 

of the crumbs, which fall from the childrens table. But the 

Father beholds the returning prodigal afar off: God who looks 

with complacency on the contrite heart in an unexpected hour, 

furprifed him with a difcovery of the exceeding riches of his 

grace, inChrift Jefus, The kind invitation of the Saviour, 

fweetly calmed the tumult of his bofom, ‘* Come unto me all 
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ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft.2 

To this invitation, with rapture he replied, in the words of 

Peter, ‘ Lord to whom fhall I go but unto thee, thou haft the 

words of eternal life :? Life—Eternal life was what he fought 5 

and.from the Savior of finners he obtained, the “ineflimable 

gift. Ah! what tears of penitential forrow now flowed at 

the recolle&tion of his former impiety? The reception of 

pardon for his accumulated offences, from the gracious Savior, 

whom he had fo often reviled, fhewed him the bafenefs of 

his condu&t; and fo effectually convinced him: of his obliga, 

tions to Chrift, that his only ambition now, is to {pend and be 

{pent—to live and die in his fervice. 

It foon appeared that Vivax would ftand in need of all the 

wifdom and fortitude, which he had, in a fhort time, been 

endowed in the fchool of Chrift. The news ofhis converfion 

quickly fpread through the neighbourhood ; and with unufua} 

furprife and regret it was heard in every gay cirele that ‘ Saul 

alfo was among the Prophets.’ Returning one evening from 

a focial meeting, which had bee ‘inftitutec by a few pious 

people, for their mutual edification, Vivax met with one of 

his former companions, by the name of Contumax. This 

man once appeared to be near the kingdom of heaven, but 

having long fince apoltatized; he now appears to be defirous 

to blot out the rememberance of his former prayers, and ap- 

parent devotion, by means well calculated to anfwer this 

purpofe, and at the fame time to fear the confcience and har. 

den the heart. 

‘ Contumax having heard of his friend’s converfion, accofted 

him in thefe words: Is it poffible that this is my friend Vivax? 

Upon my honour sir, you are fo much altered fince our laft in- 

terview that I fcarcely knew you. I fear you are becoming 

melancholy. You certainly have not enjoyed your ufual por- 

tion of health, Come Sir, FE expect prefently to meet with a 

pumber of jovial fellows, who have agreed to fpend the even- 

~~ 
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ing together, if you will confent to make one of the party, 

we will endeavour to reftore you to your wonted good hue 

mour and cheerfulnefs. 

V. Ithank you Sir, for your concern for my welfare but 

mu'tbeg to be excufed. As for bodily health or cheerfulnefs, 

I never enjoyed a greater portion of either of thefe bleflings ; 

and [ fuppofe you have heard, that I have lately determined, 

to fpend my focial hours with people who are ferioufly 

difpofed. 

C. Yes Sir, I have been told but was unwilling to credit 

the information, that you had become very religious indeed, — 

quite pharifaical. Religion it feems, is your favorite topick 

in.converfation, an evening of every week is {pent with a fet 

of enthufiafts, in prayer and praife and what you call religious 

converfation: [t would grieve me to find thefe reports true. 

V. They are firictly true Sir, I am juft now on my return 

from one of thcfe meetings, in which for the purpofe of pro, 

moting our mutual edification, a few of us have agreed to 

unite in focial prayer and praife, and religious converfation ; 

And I affure you Sir, I now confider thefe exercifes, among 

the moft laudable in which we can poflibly be engaged. The 

few hours which I have devoted to the fervice of God in 

this way, I refieét on with pecular pleafure, and have only 

to regret that, fo late in life I have experienced that which 

renders life defirable. 

C. I am forry to find you fo egregioufly miftaken, Can 

any thing be more evident than thatreligion is feated in the 

heart—that it confifts in a fecret intercourfe between God 

and the foul, and confequently, that it neither can, nor ought 

to be known by any, except God and the creature that is under 

its influence. What hasthe world to do with my religion? 

V. I thould be forry sir, if an explananion of the chriftian 

religion, or a defence of any of its peculiar doctrines or pres 

‘cepts was expected trom me. I[confider myfelf a Novice in 

thele matters, and would willingly fit as a learmer at the feet of 
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the weakef of- Gods people, I catmot however, ‘difcover’ 

any thing very formidable in the objeGtions, which you have 

fated, againft my prefent practice. I am willing to agree 

with you, that religion. has its feat. in the heart——that the 

good man maintains a fecret, {piritual intercourfe with God3, 

of which the world cannot have that certain knowledge which, 

the pious man himfelf poffefles. But I deny that. a good, 

man either can or ought to conceal hisreligion from the world, 

©. Well Sir, 1 fhall be glad to hear fome of your new dis 

vinity ; but if you will take the Bible for your guide, I fuf. 

pect you will make but.a weak defence, either of your prac 

tice, or of the opinions you have now expreffed. 

V. Pray Sir, what. do you find in the Bible, fo irrecon.. 

cilable either to my fentiments or practice, 

C. It is not to one, ora few paflages I would dire&t your 

attention; but to the numerous reproofs, which were juflly 

given, by Jefus Chrift to the Pharifees ; for their long pub. 

lick prayers, their faftings and particularly for their outward, 

fhew of.religion. Were they not reprobated for thefe things, 

once and again as arrant hypocrites. Were not the moft, 

dreadful anathemas pronounced againft them? And will you 

notwithftanding allthis not only argue in favor of their pros 

cedure, but dare to immitate them in your meetings for pray. 

er and religious converfation. 

V. As you have appealed to the fcriptures as the ftandard 

by which my fentiments and practice are to be tried, I confi- 

der myfelf bound to give its full weight to every argument 

drawn from that fource ; but I fuppofe you will agree that no 

conftruétion ought to be put on any paffage of fcripture, which 

would contradiét the general ftrain of the facred volume, or 

the plain import of any other paffage. You will agree I pre. 

fume, that the fcriptures thall explain themfelves. 

C, This rule muft be admitted with regard to all writings, 

V. Well fir admitting this rule, what will you do with fuch 

paflages as thefe? * Let your light fo fhine before men that 
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of yourfelves together, For:where two or three are met to.. 

gether in my name, there am I in the midft of them. He: 

that confeffeth me before men, him will I alfo conf-fs before 

the angels of God; but he that denieth me before men thalb 

be denied before the angels of God.” To-explain thefe pal 

{ages in fuch a way as to make it appear credible, that the Aus 

thor uf chriftianity intended that his difciples fhould’ pafe 

through this world unnoticed or unknown, is.impoflible. Neo. 

| Sir, like a city ereéted.on an eminence, the good man is to 

attract the notice of every paflenger; not by an oftentatious 

difplay of his religion, nor by hypocritical pretenfions to a 

greater degree of piety than he poffeffes, but by a uniform 

courfe: of piety towards God, and charity to men. You 

certainly can not fuppofe, Sir; that the Pharifces were: 

condemned, becaufe: they prayed, nor that the length nor pubs 

licity of their prayers was the procuring caufe of the judg» 

ments denounced againft them. Jefus Chrift who condemned’ 

them, hath commanded us to ‘ pray one for another—to pray 

always with all manner of prayer.” No fir, insincerity was. 

the evil for which the Pharifees were condemned; theiravow- 

ed objeét was to pleafe God ;’ but their real'defign was to de» 

ceive men, and gratify their own pride and avarice. True 

§ religion, you have faid, is feared in the heart; their only con- 

_®@ cetn was to keep clean the outfide ofthe cup. They falted 

for ftrife, and made long prayers in the ftreets that they might 

appear to men, to be eminently pious, and thus gain aa oppor 

tunity to devour widows houfes, and’ commit other acts of 

fecret villainy, withoutfufpicion, The judgments of heaven 

were not infliMed on them for their faftings or their prayers; 

but-for their hypocrify, their pride, their avarice, and all the © 

other vile tempers which they fo carefully endeavoured to 

cover, with the cloak of religion. 

C. Your opinion of thefe deceivers is certainly correét, they 

doubtlefs were a very hypocritical, defigning fet of men; 

and EP with the world may keep a jealous eye, on the crafty 
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imitators of thefe fame hypocritical * pharifées, who’ abound 

every where, and ceafe not to impofe on the credulous mul. 

titude. 

V. It is very probable, Sir, that men are flill to be found in 

every part of the chriftian world, who are infe&ted with the 

leaven of the pharisees, and they are certainly the pefts of fo. 

ciety, wherever they exift.. But if, tobe like a pharifee, a 

man muft pray frequently, and publickly, and be conformed 

in all his deportment to the letter of the law, I fuppofe their 

imitators are not numerous amongft us. 1 apprehend that 

neither church nor flate has any occafion to dread their. craf= 

ty machinations. 

C. But you gave it as your opinion, a while ago, that a good 

man can not conceal his religion from the world; I would be 

glad to hear a defence of this doctrine. We certainly on be- 

coming religious, are not neceflarily obliged to lay our hearts 

open to the infpection of mankind. Men may .obferve our 

actions, but you agree that religion exiits inthe heart; now, 

fhould it even be admitted, that a very great alteration 1s 

effected in the heart of a finner, by what you call grace ; it 

certainly cannot turn him infide outwards. 

V. Tell me Contumax, is it not your opinion that there 

iS a very great variety among mankind, as to morals? Are 

not fome virtuous and others vicious? 

C. [certainly entertain this opinion, otherwife I could nog 

have condemned the Pharifees, ancient and modern, as I 

have juft now done without hefitation. 

V. Well fir, by what criterion do you judge when you ap- 

prove or condemn your fellowe-men? On what is your opin. 

ion founded, when you fay this is a very religious, pious 

man ; that is a hypocritical deceiver? You cannot difcern the 

heart. 

C. Undoubtedly the chara&ter of the man muft be fixed by 

his conduct. 

V. Very true. If therefore you fhould difcover a profef. 

for of religion, exhibiting in his condu@ the evidences of 

» a ty 



pride, of avarice, or of a deceitful.or malignant temper ; Tf 

prefume you would not hefitate in pronouncing him a bad man, 

whatever he might fayirefpeéting the goodnefs of his heart, or 

a fecret friendly intercourfe with. the Deity. 

C.- No fir, the tree muft be known by its fruits. 

V. Well fir, keeping this in mind, fuppofe you were afked 

for your opinion of a profeffor of religion, who for many years 

had given the moft fatisfactory evidence of his chriftian chae, 

ra¢ter ; who had been a fhiving example of piety, of patience, 

refignation, humility, juftice, temperance, charity, and of e 

very other amiable quality ? 

C. { would certainly pronounce him one of the beft of men. 

V. You conform -ftriétly to my rule in practice, whilft in 

words you condemn it. You fay the world has no bufinefs | 

with a man’s religion, becaufe religion is a bufinefs of the 

heart, to which they can have no accefs: and yet you cons 

demn without hefitation the profeffor of religion who does 

not-exhibit in his conduct unequivocal evidence of the purity 

ot his heart. In this iuftance you pafs juft fentence though by 

fo doing you contradi& the. principle on which you fet cut, . 

and acknowledge with me that a good man cannot conceal his 

religion. 

C. Well admitting that a good man cannot, entirely con« 

ceal his character, [ am neverthelefs of the opinion, that he 

ought to pafs through the world with as much fecrecy as poflible. 

V. Tam afraid Contumax, the good man would findit a 

dificult undertaking to accommodate his condutt entirely to 

your tafte; is his conduét fair and upright? He is a pharifee. 

Does he pretend to purity of heart, whilf his conduct fails to 

juftify thefe pretenfions! He is a notorious hypocrite. Your 

{cheme, like a two.edged fword, muft flay the righteous, 

wherever he might fly for fhelter. 

C. Well fir, if my fentiments are condemned as entirely ine 

correct, will you give me your opinion on this interelting fubs 

sect? 
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’V. The opinion which Uhave lately adopted is, that thére 

are two extremes which ought to be carefully avoided. One 

is an oftentatious difplay of religion; the language of which 

is stand by thyself, lam holier than thou: the other is, a neo 

gleét of the duties enjoined in the fcriptures, whenever a dif. 

charge of these duties would fix the public attention on us as 

the followers of Chrift. People who eventually fall into thefe 

different extremes, differ very much in their condué as it refi 

pects religion ; but it may ke ftrongly fufpe&ted that the pres 

dominant difpofitions of their hearts are not very diffiimilar. 

The Pharifee difplays his pride and his defire of hutnan ap< 

if plaufe, in all his prayers, his fafting, and ritual worfhip ; the man 

ia who defires to creep fecretly into heaven, fhews as clearly in 

Lj a different way, that he is more anxious to obtain the praife 

| of men, than the approbation of God. The man of true pies 

f 

ty will, with equal caution, avoid each of thefe extremes, He 

will do nothing with a view to be thought righteous by men, 

4 ’ if nor will he leave any duty undone, through fear of reproach or 

| the fiager of fcorn. 

C. But fir, we will return, if you pleafe, to your prayer 

meetings. Taking it for granted that a good man may bé 

known by his fruits, I hope you will agree that a prayer is 

no infallable evidence of true piety, fince it appears that hy- 

pocrites have rendered themfelves confpicuous by the length 

and fervancy of their prayers ; and as it would be wrong td 

pronounce a man pious becaule he prays, muft it not be e- 

, : qually rath to fufpeé&t a man’s piety becaufe he does not pray ? 

. | V. It will be readily granted that men have been, and ftill 

may be, induced by improper motives to affume a cloak of 

7 religion—-that they may fait and pray and be thought pious 

| ‘ by men, whilft their principles are an abomination to God, 

But will the infincerity and hypocricy of fume who pray, be 

thought fufficient to free others from an obligation to perform 

this duty ? The queftion is, Hath God commanded us to pray 

unto him? Ifhe has, then the man who refufes to pray is a 
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rebel : without a eiiz: of chavity; Ido not fay we may sve. 

pect the piety of fach a man, but, that the word of God con, 

demns him as a gracelefs finner. There are a thoufand things 

to which your obfervations would apply, as well, as to the du. 

ty of prayer. A bad man may feed the hungry—cloathe the 

naked—vifit the fatherlefs and widows in their aflliQions,— 

He may be juft in his dealings—peaceable in his difpofitions 

and a careful obferver of all his relative duties, and may be a 

bad man ftill ; deftitute of the love of God, and of a fincere 

defire to pleafe him, but would you therefore conclude, that 

we ought not-to fufpeé the man to be deftitute of piety who is 

unjuft, unmerciful, deftitute of charity and of natural affec. 

tion, and a neglecter of all relative duties? 

C. But you cannot fuppofe Vivax, that the Supreme Being 

is unacquainted with the wants of his creatures. Why there, 

fore will you prefume to give him information, as though he 

were ignorant? 

V. You are greatly miftaken Sir, if you fuppofe that chrif- 

tians pray on the fuppofition that God is ignorant of their 

wants: They approach him asthe Omnifcient fearcher of 

hearts, under the joint influence of his command, and kind 

Snvitation, that they may obtain the bleflings which he know, 

to be neceffary for them, in a way calculated to remind them 

of their dependance, and to difpofe them carefully to improve 

the favours bellowed. 

C. But God either intends to afford us the bleflings we de. 

fire, or he does not. If thefe bleffings are deftined for us, we 

fhall doubtlefs receive them whether we pray or not; if they 

are not intended for us, we fhall not obtain them by our en- 

treaties. God is ofone mind, and his purpofes change not. 

V. I certainly believe, Sir, that we fhall receive the favors 

which are deftined for us ; and likewife, that thefe bleffings 

will be received in the manner in which God hath determined 

to beftow them. Now, that God fhould have determined that 

oe 
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éertain favors fhould be received by his creatures, who would 

humbly bow before him, acknowledge their dependance on 

him, and afk for thefe favors as a gracious gift ; which thould 

not be received by the prayerlefs finner, mut, [ think, have 

appeared probable, without the information given in his word, 

It is certainly analogous to his dealings with mankind in other 

refpects. The hufbindman might fay, If God hath determin- 

ed that I fhall have a crop, it muft be fo, whether I cultivate 

and fow my fields or not; but that he may be thankful for the 

precious grain with which his barns are filled ;—that he may 

be difpofed to cultivate the habits of induftry, temperance and 

frugality, he is convinced by daily experience, that nu fecret 

determination of the fupreme Being—no fertilizing influence 

of the involving fun, or of the defcending rain, will fill the 

barns of the fluggard with plenty. 

C, But can you fuppofe that the Supreme Being is perpetu- 

ally altering his plan in compliance with the requetfts of his 

creatures? Orthat any new or unforefeen event can take 

place, to change his determination? I prefume you would 

fluudder at the impious fuppofition. 

V. No fuch fuppofition is neceffary on the plan for which I 

contend. If God hath affured us that if we afk for any thing 

agreeable to his will, he will hearus ; and that we fhall re- 

ceive the bleffings for which we afk: it requires no alteration 

in the divine plan to beltow thefe favours ; it was foreknown 

and intended that we fhould receive them, and that they 

fhould be beftowed in anfwer to our prayers. 

C. Well Vivax, if you muft pray, why will you not confine 

your prayers to your ownclofet? What benefit can you expect 

to derive from focial prayer, which might not be obtained, in 

an equal degree at home without expofing yourfelf to the de- 

rifion of all your refpectable friends, by aflociating with a fer. 

of praying enthufiafts? 
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VY. I would not willingly be deprived of the advantages of 

private devotion, or neglect the duties of the clofet, nor am I 

more willing to forfake the affzymblics of the faints, or liye 

deftitute of the advantages of publick worfhip, We, whom 

you are pleafed to ftig matize as enthufialts, gladly affociate as 

one family, to afk our common Father, for bleflings which we 

need in common to pray with and for each other. Our dif- 

treffes, our fears, our enemies are the fame, and we approach 

with one heart and one voice to the throne of grace that we 

may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. We 

bear one another’s burdens—fympathize with each other in 

al tion—mingle our tears together ; and our joys by being 

mutual, are redoubled. Believe me Sir, tn our litle aflembly 

we fometimes receive an antipaft of heaven. There the hana 

py throng unite, without a difcordant heart, in acts of praife 

and adoration; here we attempt, in our humble forms, to 

imitate their ftrains ; and are happy to find that the attempt 

is not made invain. They that wait on the Lord renew their 

srength, tiey mount up on wings like an eagle; they run and 

are not weary—they walk and faint not. 

C. Well, Vivax, Ido fuppofe it would be poffible to gain 

admittance into heaven (if there is fuch a place) without all 

this reading and praying, and toil. Why, my dear Sir, you ap. 

pear to have committed the greater part of the Bible to me. 

mory fisce our laft interview, notwithf{tanding the large pore 

tion of your time, which mutt have been wafted in hearing two 

or three fermons in the week, attending prayer meeetings, en- 

gaging in religious conyerfation, and in acts of private devo. 

tion. Certainly future happinefs is attainable without all this 

drudgery. 

V. A punctual performance of religious duties, would 

doudtiefs prove an irkfome tafk, to an irregenerate finner, 

He has no relith for this employment. But let his heart be 

changed by divine g: ace—let him feel the conflraining influ. 
ae 

able talk to read the fcriptures, to pray to God, or to praife 

“ence of the love of Chrift; and it will be no longer a dilagree= . 

ae Ee ta 
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him. No? the ways of wifdom are pleafant to the renewed 

foul, and allher paths are peace. 

C. it may be as you fay Vivax. But what objeftions can 

you have, to unbend your mind occafionally with a little in- 

nocent mirth, or harmlefs amufement? Come Sir, there is 

no religion in being mopifh. ‘Would you confent once more 

to refume your feat in our club, Iam perfuaded you would 

return to your devotional exercifes, with much more life 

and energy. 3 

V. What you denominate znnocent mirth or harmless amuse. 

ments, to me may not appear equally inoffenfive. If your en. 

tertainments are of the fame kind now as formerly ; if they 

are erjoyed at the expenfe ofthe reputation of other people, 

or of a man’s own fortune, health, reputation, or religion , 

they muft not be called innocent. Ifthe mirth of your club, 

is excited now, as it was formerly ; by that which calls for lae 

mentation and weeping ; by the fcurrilous remarks of harden. 

ed infidels refpe€ling certain portions of the facred writings ; 

or by the imperfe¢ticns, real or pretended, of fome who bear 

the chriflian name; I affure you Sir, | would make an awk. 

ard figure in your aflembly. A participation of thefe plea. . 

fures would not invigorate me for the duties of the church or 

clofet. Ah! no, I have not yet forgotten the wormwood and 

the gull. But, as [have ftated fome of the advantages which 

refuit from the exercifes of focial worfhip, in which we en. 

gage in our weekly meetings; will you be fo obliging as to 

contralt with thefe, fome of the advantages expeéted from 

your focial meetings. Come Sir, I would be glad to com* 

pare notes with you. Convince me, that by forfaking the af 

femblies of the faints, and affociating with the members of 

your club, or of any other, I can obtain biecflings fuperior to 

chofe I have flated, and £ will confent to accompany you this 

€vening, and never fail hereafter to make one of your party. 

C. Itis not neceflary to inform you Vivas, of the beneficial 

ee Oe Sey 
Facets OF OUF Insitution, as you have fo often been an eye" 
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witaefs of them. How often have you feen the members af- 

femble. with downcaft eyes and gloomy countenances, like a 

pack of infolvent debtors? And have you not as often been 

farprifed and delighted at the fudden change? On their arri- 

val at the place of rendezvous, how quickly their countenane 

ces brighten—their foreheads are fmoothed—their eyes fpar- 

kle, and before a feparation takes place, all are as happy as 

kings. TThere.the wife man, and the fool, the honeft man, 

and the knave, are equally welcome. There is found a foves 

reign antidote againft every anxious care ; a fhort and ealy 

method to fhake offthe fears of death and judgment: the 

remedy has fucceeded ina hundred cafes where preaching 

and praying have proved ineffeCtual. Who ever faw 2 meme 

ber of our fociety take leave of his companions with a heavy 

heart? In fhort, Sir, I have made up my mind—you hav, 

talked of religion and quoted fcripture until I feel chilled to 

the heart. I cannot relifh your enjoyments and therefore 

wifh not to partake of them. Were I even perfuaded, that 

important advantages would refult from devotional exercifes, 

I cannot, will not pray. ; 

As Contumax uttered thefe words a dreadful peal of thuns 

der iffued from an angry cloud which had colleGted unobfervs 

ed, white they were engaged in converfation, and now threat. 

ened to burft upon them. ‘They foon defpaired of reaching 

any place of refuge, the rain defcended in torrents—the earth 

feemed to tremble to its centre, and the fturdy oaks in every 

direGion were {mote by the lightning and fhivered into {plin- 

ters. Contumax turned pale; fora time he endeavoured to 

conceal his terrors and to follow Vivax withafirmftep He 

at length fell proftrate on the earth, as if touched by the hand 

which arrefted Saul of Tarfus, and exclaimed, “* Lord have 

mercy—have mercy on me, a miserable sinner : Pray for me— 

O pray for meé, Vivax,”” 

tumult of his foul, by earnelt cr ies for mercy, and by pitious 

r 
Thus he continued to manifeft the 

lamentatio stil the viclence of the ‘adel Boa. The 
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wind at length fprung up from the weft and a bright rainbow 

formed by the beams of the fetting fun announced fair wea- 

ther, and put an end to the fears and prayers of Contumax, 

After entreating Vivax with the moft earneft importunity not 

to publifh his weaknefs, and at any rate, not to inform any of 

his companions that he had prayed ; thev feparated, and Vi- 

vax clofed the bufinefs of the day in his clofet, but Contumax, 

anxious to obtain relicf from fome unwelcome fenfations, 

which had been excited by the converfation and the ftorm, 

made hafte to join his companions, and by the potent influe 

ence of a flowing bowl obtained the relief defired. The Club 

rofe at alate hour, Contumax, for certain reafons, was left 

by his comrades. He awoke the next day in a remote partof 

the town, flriped of his coat, his hat, his money and watch: 

nothing was left to comfort him unlefs it was the reflection, 

that he had not fpent the preceeding night at a prayer meet- 
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LysanpeR is a gentleman of figure and fafhion. It wag 

the aim of his pious mother to bring him up in the nurture 

and admonition of the Lord, in the knowledge and practice 

of genuine religion. Her early inflructions have never whol. 

ly loft their effeét on the morals of Lyfander: but they were 

sn the main defeated by the licentious opinions and corrupte 

ing example of his father, who feemed to imagine himfelf 

created for no other purpofe than to amafs money and to 

gratify his appetites. Lyfander was fent early to college 

but inflead of impreving his mind, he fpent his time in idle. 

nefs and diffipation. Furnmifhed by his imprudent parent with 

large and frequent fupplhes of money, he rapidiy acquired 
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habits of exnenfive amufement and Vicious indulgence- ‘he 
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