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Aequaint thyfelf.with-Gon, if thou would7it tale Be. 

His works... . Acimitted once to his emorace, Oe pg ae 

Thou fhalt petceive that chou watt blind before s +e 

Thine eye fhalt be inftruéted} and thine eur by | | 

Made-pure, (hall reiith; with divine delighe, | 

Till thers untelt, what hands divine have “wrought. 

Tab Ke . 

The Editors of the VIRGINIA KLELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, 

% April 2d, (804. 

GErNTLEXMES, | 

I AM often folicited by my acquaintances to write ta 

them. My time being much occupied bv di fferént’ callings, 

I Gnd it impoffible to comply with their requef in many tne 

ftances. Having written many letters formerly, it oscurred : 

to me to collect as many of them as [ could from my friends, 

and out of them to make a félection, and fend thein, not only 

to many of my acquaintances, but to many ftrangers, through 

the medium of the Magazine. ‘wo reafons have toduced 

me to this meafure—one, from obf-rving the eagernels with 

which letters written in an actual cor re(poudenee are genere 

ally read, and the other, from a humble perfuafion, that they 

have heen made a blefling to thofe to whom they were at firtt 

addreffed. 

If you judge fuch as I may forward from time to time, 

worthy the attention of vour readers, it may be in my power 

to furnith materials to fill a page or two of your publication, 

for feveralnumbers. In the mean time, my own mind will 

be ina meafure relieved, as thinking I have fubitantially 

complied with the folicitations of my friends. A 

Withing the greatelt fuccefs and utility to your ume 

dertaking, 

Iam, with refpect 

Your humble fervant, 

. 0 
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qj #* Heaven gives us friends to blefs the prefent {cene, 

Cat « Refumes them to prepare us for the next.’ 

engl «=I hope when you confider that you deferve to be fcourged 

conm with fcorpions, you will not grow impatient under the cor- 

wii rections Of the rod, efpecially when it is in the hand ofa 

{ee kind and indulgent father who has the good of all his crea- 

witEtures in View; and particularly when you confider how much 

lig caufe you have to be thankful for the numerous mercies yeu 

‘thi fill enjoy.—Mr. M. will inform you of every thing pafing 

‘uf here more fully than I could by letter. 

Jam your moft fincere Friend. 

Q. 

FOR THE ¥FIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 

ON INFIDELITY. 

TOs 

the No. I. 

Om HEN the religion of the gofpel was firft preached 

To to the world, it was “‘ every where {poken-again{t.” 

nd All the melignant paffions of human nature, and all its moft 

on bitter, deep-rooted prejudices, were leagued in oppofition to one 

iam it. But notwithftanding the Dawearied. efforts of its enee 

uri mies, it fpread with aftonifhing rapidity through every part 

of the civilized world. Inthe cities of fcmave, thofe {choals 

of wit, and learning, within fixty years after the ara of Chrift 

there, were fleurifhing Chrittian churches. In Rome, and 

ty evenin the Palace of the Emperor, the name of Chrift was 

ok @ worfhiped—-The monttrous fuperttructure of heathenith fue 

of @ perfticion, fell before the preaching of the Crols, and a pue 

1¢ @ rer morality was taught, a more rational worllip was offered, 

rt # and more correét, and enlarged views of the charaéter of 

i Deity were entertained. | In ‘the ear! ly ages of Chriftianity, 

e @ the enemics of the Church were the pers yerfe and mifguided 

t @ Jews, and the uninftruGed Heathen. ‘The oppofition was 

ir § determined, fleady, and fyflematic. The prejudice of carly 

u B education, the unrelenting fpirvit of religious bigotry, the ine 

© @ terefts of an artful and detigning Prietthood; the learning, 

« @ the fubtlety, and the wit of Philulophers; the felf. indulgence 

« ofa luxurious age; and the trong arm of the Roman goe 

; vernment, were all united againit cleven poor obfenre Fithere 

Mico, aod one Tecnt-maker— Chis was moft fearful odds ime 



decd. That this religion was not crufhed in its infaney, agg 

totally exterminated, is as miraculous, as that an egg-fhel] 

fliould aut be cr wthed by the whole, unbroken force of a mill, 

flone roiling over it. Butit dourilbed amidft the moft fan. 

guinars periccations of its molt deadly enemies. The blood 

and ihe afhiee of the martyrs feemed to be prolific ; and for 

one that went tothe flake, there were hundreds, and thonf. 

ands, who were ready te fhed their blood, for the fake of thiy 

religion; So that, m the {pace of about three hundred years, 

the itoman empire became Chriftian. From this peried the 

perfecution of the Chriftian name abated ; but ftill the Oppos 

fition ef the world tothe pure doctrines of the Gofpel, remain 

ed in all its force, and the Church foon became ale lament. 

ably corrupt: ‘the Scriptures, the only infallible rule.of faith 

and practice, were either neglected, or the plaineft precepts 

of the Gotpel were perverted, fo as to countenance, or at leak 

give indulgence to the moft fcandalous immoralities. While 

this was the cate, there was no oppolition to Chriftianity, a 

ai was pre) rofessed; A religion which coincides with the Pe fc 

pravity of the human heart, is not likely to fuffer hoflilities 

from the world. How long this itate of corruption continu. 4 

ed—-to what an enormous height it was carried—in what Io 

clouds of darknefs the Church was involved, and how dark Ht: 

was the night, is known to every one verfed in Ecclefiaflical I ¢ 

Hiflory—But at length, by the mercy and good providence 

of God, the dawa appeared: The reformation gave a mor 

tal blow to the Papal Hicrarchy—the human mind was unfet. 

tered from the thackles ofa monftrous fpiritual tyranny, and 

anew impulie feemed to be given to ali the powers of human 

nature— Phe purity of the Gofpel fhone forth in mild radi 

ance, like the moon emerging from a dark cloud. Thena- 

gain, the ceafelets oppofition of the world to true piety began 

to manifcef itfelf, in the perfecution of the profeffors of the 

reformed Churches, That depravity of heart which had 

marked itfelf under fanctimonious appearances, now threw 

off the difguite, and a moft deadly perfecution commenced 

againtt the followers of Jrsus Cait At that time too, 

fome whofe minds were (in fome degree) illuminated by the 

progrets of truth, but whofe hearts were unreformed, revolt 

ing: from the glaring errors, and the abfurdities of the "Romith 

Church, were hurried from the extreme of unconditional 

fubmiffion to the Papacy, and implicit faith in the dottrines 

‘of the Charch, to th ¢ oppolite extreme of incredulity, and 

fcepticifin, From the beit information that I have been able 

to obtain, it was about this period that the Dersts firlt made 

their apogarance ia the world. ‘his sect was, at the begin- 

—? Oo 



@n Infidehity. 18? 

ing, far from being numerous. Their inereafe has, howe. 

er, been rapid; but itis no difficult matter to account for 

his event: The principles which they held—the dottrines 

hich they inculcated-—-the morality which they taurht, was 

well faited to the temper of the human “heart, Yo this it 

ay be adde ed, that a fmattering | in knowle 'B° frequently en- 

bles A man to perceive the difficulties with wh lich a fubjed 

is encumbered, but does not put it in iis power to give the 

slution. And it is well Bowe , that many who enlifted une 

he Mier the banners of infidelity, were never famous for extent of 

0» Miterature, or for profoundnefs of thought. it may alfo be obe 

Re Bferved that the enemies of Chriltianity, have been in the hae 

ts Mbit of fettiug up themfelves for Philofophers, and men of lie 

th MB peral fentiments; and to ridicule religion, was an eafer way 

‘8 Bw obtain the reputation of philofophy, than a courie of long 

t BR and laborious ftudy. Many, therefore, who were defirous of 

le BM she diftinétions of learning, but who were either to» ftupid, 

1s ME er too indolent, ever to arrive at eminence in the walks of 

** Me fcience, took the fhorter Foad of infidelity, and came out te 

nig 

rey, 

‘# BB aftonith the world at once with their wit and philofophy. As 

le Me the numbers of the fect multiplied, the attention of the friends 

t BB of religion was turned towards them, and as often as an at 

k MP tack was made, they ftood forth to repel the aifault, and with 

I HM the thield of truth to cover their religion againft-tche weapons 

® BMofitsenemies. But the Deifts have never yet been fhamed 

* Minto filence by defeats. —Their forms of attack were. pere 

* M petually varied, and theugh repulfed a thoufand times, 

, they have, a chéufand times, renewed the attack.—Hve- 

ry art was tried—every effort, that human ingenuity 

° could “devife, was made, to overthrow the Kingdom 

*@ of Chrift.—Earth, air, and ocean, were ranfacked, for 

the purpefe of finding, in the proceffes of nature, fome- 

thing to invalidate the authority of the Scrintures.—~ 

Hiftorians, Poets, and Philofophers, determined, if pofli- 

ble, to write down Chriftianity—Farce and Comedy attempt. 

ed to laugh it out of the world —‘“ Coarfe publications” mule 

tiplied daily—Buffoonery, ribaldry, and obfcenity, were res 

forted to, when ar gument failed. Thefe efforts had a moft 

difaftrous influence on the minds of thoulands.—lofidelity 

fpread with an almott incredible rapi ay Ata pel riod not 

long paft, the profpedt, to the eye of fenfe, was awfully gloo- 

my! It feemed as if ail the for satis of religion were ae 

bout to be uptorn, and the world d: moralized { Nothing 

but an uufhaker confidence in the promifes of the great 

head of the Church, could, in that day of alarm and 

@oatcntivn, have fupported the Chriflian. Gut this tlornm 

— reo. ta -_ 
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132 Some account of the [lindoes. 

was notof long continuance —It was filerce—it was violent. 

it raged—Dut it was fhort, ‘* A grand experiment on hy, 

man nature, convinced the world, that fociety could not exig 

—that peace and good order could not be preferved, Withoy 

religion.” But though the hercenefs of the ftorm has ceaf, 

ed, the *‘danger is not yet over.” And it will not be over 

while the Devil is unbound, and men unconverted. tis 

neceffarv, therefore, that Chriftians be {till on the watch, and 

that the Shepherds of the Flock of Chritt guard well thei 

folds trom the ravenning wolf of Infidelity. And particular 

ly, itis neceffary to fortify the minds of youth againft the de. 

ftructive principles of unbelievers, to make them familiar] 

acquainted with the doétrines of Chriftianity, and to inftrud 

them in the evidences by which the truth of our Holy Rel. 

gion is eftablifhed. Wherefore, it appearea to me not un 

fuitable, thata Magazine, devoted to the important object of 

promoting religious knowledge, fhould contain fome eflays 

upon the evidences of the Chriltian religion, written in a po 

pular ftyle, and exprefling clearly and forcibly, the moft co 

gent reafons for the truth of Chriftianitv. In addition te 

this defign, it occurred to me, that it would not be improper 

to prefix to fuch effays, fome obfervations upon the objedi. 

ons moft commonly urged againft our religion. If the Edis 

tors of the Magazine approve of this plan, and of the execu 

tion thus far, they may infert this as a preliminary effay, 

The defigu originated from a fincere defire to promote the 

interefts of truth and piety —It’s execution I leave to the de 

qzion of others. 

P. 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE HINDOOS. 

The following extra&t of aletter, fromthe Rev. John Thee 

mas, to the Rev. Mr. Rippon, taken from the Baptift Ane 

nual Regifter, will doubtlets be entertaining to moft of our 

eaders; as it contains a brief hiltorical fketch of fome of 

the cuftoms of the Hindoos, as well as the power of the 

Gofpel to overcome the flrongeft habits of men.) 

HERE are four Shasters, or laws, among the Arndoos, 

f& which they call the Vedas; thefe they hold in the 

higheft efteem, and fay it is ‘welawtal forany man to read or 

hear them read, except he isa Brehman. The Vedas are 

“a 2 = we 
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Vor. I.) SEPTEMBER 1805: 

FROM THE ASSEMBLY’S MAGAZINE. 

THE LIFE OF DOCTOR JOHN WITHERSPOON. 

Docror WiTHERSPOON was born at Yelter, a few miles: 

from Edinburgh, oa the Sth of February, 1722. His anceftry | 

was refpectable, he being lineally defcended from the Rev. 

_ John Knox, ‘ the prime inftrument in {preading aad eltablith- 

ing the reformed religion in Scotland.” His father was minis 

fier of the parifh of Yefter,a man of exemplary piety, and’ 

eminent asa critical fcholar, The education of the fon was 

fuch as might be expected under the direétion of fuch a 

father. He early acquired a fondnefs for literary purfuite} 

with a love for accurate invefligation, and a noble fimpli- 

city, which have fince charatterifed him in the yarioug 

fcenes of his life. 

When very young he was fent to the publie fchool at Had. 

dington. Here he was diftinguifhed for affiduity in his flu. 

dies, and for poffeffiing a quicknefs of perception, and correst- 

nefs of judgment. 

Atthe age of fourteen, he was removed to the univerfity 

of Edinburgh, where he continued till the age of twenty-one. 

During this time, while attending the different profeffors 

with his companions, fome of whom have fince appeared in 

the higheft {tations in the literary world, his talents and judgé 

thent were always noticed, and in the Theological-Hall they 

were much admired. His correét talte for facred criticifm, 

added to an uncommon gquickne(fs and perfpicuity in formings 

a» 
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FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, 

a 

ON INFIDELITY.—NO. If. 

* They who live na giass house ought never to throw Stones” 

IN. profecuting the defign mentioned in my firft number, I 

fhall, in the firft place, notice fome .of the objections, which 

are moft commonly brought forward againft Chriftianity. 

Not indeed with the defign of returning to them a formal an- 

{wer—1 his has already been done often enough-— But with 

the view of retorting them upon the objeétors. 

The difcerning reader will not fail to remark, in pafling, that 

many of thefe odzech:ons fhould, in correétnefs of {peeca, be 

lenominated reproaches. But leaft we thould be thought ve- 

ry precife about terms, as they are urged for objections, we 

fhall let them Rand as fuch. 

It is objected then, that there are fo many different feéts in 

Chriflianity ; and fa many difcordant opinions, all profeffiag 

to be founded on the fame text, that it appears as if nothing 

were Clearly revealed ; and if nothing be clearly revealed, then 

ihis beafted revelation is of no value. This, [ believe, is the 

ubieclion ftated in its fulleft force. In reply to this, [ thall fur 

ihe prefent, forbear to urge the general agreement of Chrifti- 

ans, in the great fundamental points of religion’: I fhail not 

infill upon the acknowledgment that all churches agree ia thofe 

points which are effential to falvation, a few nominal Christians 

only excepted, who approximate very nearly to Deifm. 

The book of nature, exclaims the unbeliever, when he, 

thinks himfelf viGiorious in argument, the book of nature, €x- 

eluims he triumphantly is my bible— This, we know, is non. 

vention of impudent impofters, and defigning Pricfts. Now 

the Chriftian fays nothing again{t the bock of nature. He 

kuows that The Heavens declare the glory of God, and 

ve firmament sheweth forth his handy work ; and every dif- 

:Jay of the divine attributes fills his foul with pious affect- 

ions. But yet he thinks that a little more is neceflary to’ 

known than can be learned from the contemplation of 

tLe works cf nature. And he muft be excufed if from 

aa 
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the magnitude, the number, the diftance, and the periodical 

revolutions of the planets &c. he cannot difcover how a ho. 

ly God can pardon fin But let us fee what conclufions thefe 

objectors draw from their Bibles. Vhey object differences 

of opinion, and various {ettaries to us—One might expect 

to find the moft perfect agreement among them—Let us 

examine, and we fhall not ftoop to little matters ; In thefe 

we will confent that they fhould differ. 

I fuppofe that the following are the moft important points 

in all religion The exiftence and attributes of Deity— 

Tie fervice which he requires of man—And the flate of 

man after death. 

Now as to the fir fubjeét. there are at leeft, three va- 

tieties of opinion among unbelievers. Some fee it written 

in the book of nature, as clearly as any thing cam be thag 

there is no Deity feparate from the univerfe; that God 

is nothing more than the foul ef the world, by whofe ani- 

mating influence all the proceffes of nature are carried on, 

The opinion in few words is, that the mafs- cf mind, to 

fpeak in their own diale&, is united with the whole mafa 

of matter, and has no feparate exillence, : 

Another opinion is, that the Deity dees, indeed, exift 

unconnected with matter; but He is thought to be only a 

great firft caufe, which gave being, and life, and motion to 

all things, and then left all his works entirely to the guid- 

ance of thofe laws, which were originally imprefled upon 

them; while He fits an unconcerned fpectator ef all event® 

which take place, fufering every thing to go on, if I may 

fo fpeak, as it pleafes, without his intervention or control. 

A third opinion“is, that God is the creator, and govere 

nor of the world ; and that all things are managed by him 

in infinite power, and goodnefs. Yhis fee of Deifts, which 

by the way, is by no means the moft numerous, holds ma" 

ny very cerrect opinions refpecting the Deity; byt it is a 

jittle unfortunate for them thet we kuow thet they were e’ 

Yiginally foelen frem the Bible, 

19 
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As to the fecond point, thefe difciples ef nature, are as 

far from uniformity as the chriflian fectaries are in any 

matter whatever. Thofe who hold that God is no more 

than the foul of the univerfe ; and thofe who maintain that 

the Deity, tho exifting feparately, notices nothing, and controls 

nothiag, agree in denying that any worfhip is to be paid to 

him. Prayer, and praife, reverence, and fear, and every 

thing bearing the leaft femblance of Piety is the conftant ob- 

ie of their ridicule: But thofe who admit the moral Govern- 

ment of God, do, indeed, acknowledge that all thofe fervices 

are due to him, which the laws of nature appear clearly to pre- 

fcribe. ‘his general principle, however, being admitted, 

there are very great differences of opinion in the  interpreta- 

tion of thefe laws. Some think that by exercifing charity to 

our fellow men, we perform every duty which God requires 

ofus. Others goa ftep farther, and acknowledge that all th, 

duties refulting from the feveral relations of life, ought to be 

difcharged, in obedience to the will of our Creator. And 

fome few acknowledge that thofe duties, which have God as 

Wicir immediate objs&, ought not to be neglefted—fuch as 

prayer and praife, love, and reverence, * 

As to the flate of man after death, there are moft violent 

oppugniations of opinion. Some fee “ The eternal fleep of 

death” written in as legible characters, in the book of nature, 

o3 it was ou the tomb ftanes in the church yards of Paris ; 

end profefs to have no doubt but that ‘* he laft puff of theiz 

noltrils will blow their fouls to annihilation.” Others, if you 

Will believe their profefitons, are very certain that, at death, 

the foul is re-united with the great foul of the univerfe ; from 

whichir «as originally fevered to an imate the human body. 

4 - ee ee ee oe ee ee 
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Others, again, admit that the foul has a feparate exiftence in 

a future ftate. But, then, among thofe who hold this opi- 

nion, there are very important differences. Some are perfuad- 

ed that the Creator is too merciful to inflict any fort of pun- 

ifhmert upon any of his creatures, and that the whole human 

race will, after death, be happy. Others admit a ftate of fu- 

ture rewards and punifiments—but here again they are fplit 

into varieties of fects. There is no fort of agreement as to 

the conditions of our happinefs, nor as to the punilhment te 

be inflicted. Some think that all will end wellif we do our 

duty as neighbors and citizens, if we ate juft and kind te all. O- 

thers maintain that we muft not only do this, but that we 

muft repent of all our evil deeds, and beg Godto pardon us. 

Others think that the good ations, and repentance, are both 

entirely proper, yet it is hard'y fafe to rely folely upon thefe, 

but that we mutt aifo take in to account the mercy of God. 

Here again there is a difference—but there is no end to this 

bufinefs, And I have ftated differences enough to anfwer my 

purpofe. We fee then the various fects,~and diffentions a- 

mong Chriflians objected to them by men, who, on the moft 

important fubjects, are divided and fub-divided into fo many 

Varieties, that it would fatigue the patience of a ftoic to enu- 

merate them. Why may we not retort upon thefe objefors, 

‘Ah! they, who live ina glafs houfe, ought never to throw 

ftones.” 

But I beg the patience of my reader alittlelonger. ‘These 

points, which we have been noticing are the moft interefing 

in the world. Is there a God? Is hethe governor of the u- 

niverfe ? Am I immortal? Then what will become of me af- 

ter death ? Here [ find myfelf flanding on the narrow iftmus 

of life. I know and feel that [ am mortal—I[ his pain waich 

now darts through my breaft like aburning errow warns me 

that death approaches. Perhaps J am now on the verge of the 

grave. And I tolie down in the fleep of eternal death ? Dread- 

ful thought—Ah no— This gloomy confolation 1s denied me. 

Confcience points out a hereafter, and thunders in my ear that 

God is jut. What thallI do? Alas! All is perplexity and 

aay 
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darknefs. Come now thou Jiuminatus ! thou Philosopher ! 

thou J//uminator ! Come forth now and difpel the darknefs of 

my mind. Come theu boafting Philanthropist ! relieve me 

from thefe perplexing doubts.—But do not mock me with un. 

certainty.—Do not harrafs me with conjeCtures— I need prooi 

—-I need certainty to fupport my finking foul. Go read your 

beok of nature, and pronounce my fate— What! are there fo 

manv difcordant opinions? Are thefe things fhrouded in 

clouds and darknefs? Why then you muft be difmiffed in the 

words of one of old, Miserable comforters are ye ali. 

In the midft ofall this darknefs and confufion and uncertain- 

ty, and perplexity, how comforting is it to the pious mind to 

have recourfe to the Bible, and there find that knowledg: 

which will make him wife to falvation; there to fed the glory 

of God, and to enjoy the light of his countenance : there tc 

receive thofe confolations which can bear up the foul amidft 

the fevoreft trials of life, and even fill it with rapture in the 

agonies, and convulfive ftruggles of death; and there tc 

be pointed to the regions of eternal reft and immortal glory. 

Hiow different this from the frigid, uncomfortable, gloomy 

doctrines of infidelity ¢ 

in order to prefent the matters treated of in this numbe 

in a clear and ftriking point of view, it may not be amifs t¢ 

draw up a recapitulary table. 

1. The Existence, and Attributes of Deity. 

INFIDELITY. CHRISTIANITY. 

1, Deift. I believe that Prefbyterian, Epifcepalian, 

there is afoul of the world, Methodift, Baptilt, &c. We 

which animates all nature, believe thatthere is only one 

and gives life and motion to living and true God, the king 

all things. eternal, immortal, and invifibles 

2, Dei. I believe that felf exiftent, independent, al- 

God exills feperately from mighty, omnifcient, Omuipre- 

matter; and that he made all fent, infinitely holy, jult, mers 

things; but as tothe moral ciful, few to wrath, and abuax 
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“INFIDELITY, CHRISTIANITY. 

government of the Deity, I dant in loving kindaefs to the 

underfland nothing of it. children of men. 

3, Deift. Itis my opini- 

on, that there is a great wife 

and good creator and gover- 

nor of the univerfe. 

2, What duty does God require of man ? 

1, Deift. Idefire to hear Chriftians. Thou fhalt love 

sothing of this matter; itis the Lord thy God with all* thy 

all fuperftition, and delufion - heart, and with all thy foul, and 

and nonfenfe. with all thy might, and mind, 

2, Deift. This alfo is my and flrength : and thy meighbor 

opinion. as thyfelf. And what doth the 

$, Deift. I believe that Lord thy God require of thee, 

God is a great and powerful but to do juftice, love mercy, 

Being, who oughttobereve- and walk humbly with thy God. 

renced and feared ; but as for | 

any fpecific ats of worfhip, 

I fee nothing of this in the 

Book of nature. 

4, Deift. I believe that 

acts of worfhip are not un- 

fuitable, from fuch creatures 

as we are, to the great God. 

8, What willbe the state of man after death ? 

1, Deift. | exped& to lie Chriftians. He that beliews 

down in eternal ficep. eth on the Lord Jefus Chrift, 

2, Deift, I believe that hath everlafting life; but he 

my mind will, after death, that believeth not fhall not fee 

be united to the great mafs life, but the wrath of God abi. 

of mind which animates the deth on him. 

the univerfe. And we know that if our 

3, Deceit, I believe that earthly houfe of this tabernacle 

Ged is merciful, and I hope were diffolved, we have a bpild. 
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that all men will be happy, ing of God: ahoufe not made 

and I among the reft. with hands eternal in the hea. 

4, Deifi. I hope that, if vens. 

Z try to do my duty, and re- 

pent of my fias, God will not 

make me miferable. 

I only afk that the above flatements may be compared, 

and let every candid man judge for himfelf, 

P. 

———2} 2° Ce — 

FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIGUS MAGAZINE. 

NECESSITY OF REVELATION. 

THAT Reafon is not a fufficient guide for man, muft ap- 

pear from the condition of thofe nations who were not favour. 

ed with Revelation. 

The moft enlightened nations of the heathen world, prior 

to the introduction of Chriftianity, were the moft abominable 

idolators ! Egypt, Greece, and Rome, were the natiens, a- 

mong whom, humanreafon did its beft. 

Among thefe, philofophy, art, and fcience fourifhed—and 

their great moralifts Cicero, Seneca, Socrates, and Plato, 

taught them all that human reafon could difcover, or heathen 

piety enforce. Herethen, if any where, Revelation would be 

woneceflary, and the direGlion of heaven in vain, 

But what was the fate of thefe nations? 1. They were 

grofsly ignorant of the true God, as appeared by their deify- 

ing apimals, and departed heroes—and not only wor fhipping 

many gods, but at the fame time fuppofed them fubje¢t to hu- 

man paflions, and guilty of the moft enormous vices. 2. Their 

relipious rites were fome of them fhecking to reafon, and 

injurious to fociety. Witnefs the ofcring of human facrifices. 

It is faid that fixteen thoufand four hundred human victims 

were offcred up at the dedication of one Temple, am ong the 

tomicans. $3. Their morality was bad, and all their philolay >! 

phy could make it no better,—revenge was a virtue, and fu- 
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The Rev. Mr. Kicherer’s Narrative of his Mission tothe Hot- 

tentats. 

(Continued from page 299.) 

WHEN we frit entered upon our work, we labored to 

convince our hearers by arguments addre fed to their unders 

ftandings, but our endeavors in this way lad litde fuccefs. 

They cortinually raifed objeClions and dificulties. We then 

reforted to another method ; weiniiited chiefly on the dying 

love of Chrift, in the moft fimpleand affeOi mate manner ; we 

réprefented him as the all-fuflicient friend of lof aad helplefs 

finners ; tenderly inviting them to come to him that they 

might-be faved ; and-intreating them to give the fair trial of 

experience to our doétrine, by praying to Jefus. Since we a- 

dopted this method, the Lord has been pleafed to make the 

word effeftual to.many fouls. From timeto time our hearers, 

who were before impenetrable, came to us, and with tears ia 

their eyes, declared that they perceived, more and more, the 

truth and excellency of the gofpel which we preached, finding 

it to be the power of God to their falvation. This was par. 

ticularly the cafe of the tame Hottentots who occafionally 

heard us. About Chriftmas, 1799, feveral farmers from a dif. 

tance, came to partake with us, according to the Dutch 

cuftom, of the Lord’s Supper. Some of them had been awak. 

ened under the preaching of the Nev. Mr. Vofs, at Rodezand, 

but now came to our fettlement, becaufe it was nearer. The 

provifions they brought us were very feafonable and we fpent 

feveral days with them in the moft agreeable manner. 

My garden now began to affume a flourifhing afpe&, and 

promifed foon to enable me to fupply at leaft twenty guefts 

KR 

vr. 
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antly drawn from their phyfical order. This particular view 

of the fubject merits, and, to give it its full force, would re- 

quire a more extenfive elucidation, But, that I might noten- 

cumber your Magazine, I have chofen to reprefent it with 

all the concifenefs which I thought in any way confiflent with 

per{picuitv. It ought to carry with it the greater conviction 

to the objetors, fince they equally fubje& the natural and the 

moral world to the laws of neceflity, fo that the ordinary and 

natural motives of human conduct mufi be thofe alfo, which 

are certain and neceflary. 5. 

FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 

Me Sais 

ON INFIDELITY, NO. III: 

JIncredulus, Odi. Hor. 

ANOTHER objection, frequently mate by the enemies of 

Chriftianity, is, that the Bible contains fo many flrange flo- 

ries ; fo many myfteries, incomprehenfible dodélrines, that no 

mdn, who exercifes his reafon, can believe it to be the word of 

God. 

fuperftitious fools, fanatics, enthufiafts, and many other coarfe 

indelicate names, which it is needlefs to mention, as I by no 

means defign to expofe Unbelievers, by collecting into one 

And we very often hear Chriflians termed credulous, 

difgufting groupe all the railing accufations, and bitter words 

which have been fpoken againft the followers of Jefus. 

It would be eafy to fhow that this abjeftion is invalid ; and 

that the greatcft fceptics that ever lived, have believed a thou- 

fand things as much above their comprehenfion as the moft 

myfterious points in Chriftianity. Indeed the faét isythat e- 

very man, every day that he lives, without the leaft hefitatop,. 

believes things, that he cannot comprehend. ‘There is no 

need of inducing particulars here ; every man’s obfervation 

will fuggeft inflances enough, Should any one, newevers 

- 
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Coubt the truth of what is afferted, let him recolle&t what he 

always has believed refpeéting the production of plants ; the 

nourifhment of his own body by food, or any of the moft 

common proceffes of nature and he will at once perceive, that 

he is perpetually furrounded with myftery. And if thefe 

things be fo, the objection will appear to be without force ; 

unlefs it is pretended, that in all the works of God we are to 

expect myfterious, incomprehenfible points ; but that in a reves 

lation from Him, every thing is to be perfeétiy on a level with 

our narow capacities. But it is not my intention to urge this. 

anfwer to the objeGtion. This would be only repeating what 

has often been faid before. What | mean to fhow, is, that 

Infidels in refpe& to religion, are at leaft as credulous as thofe 

whom they are daily in the pra¢tice of ridiculing for their 

credulity, 

It may be remarked here, that men are frequently impofed 

wpon by names. Unbelievers have ftiled themfelves philofoe 

phers ; and multitudes have allowed the title ; they have ridi- 

culed Chriitians for their eafy faith, and many have fuppofed 

that no man could be a Chriftian, without being an eafy cre- 

dulous fool. But let us examine this pointa little. Heisa 

real phi‘ofoher, who on every fubjeét proportions his affent to 

the evidence: he is credulous, who believes without fufficient 

evidence. He underftands the right ufe of reafon, who balan- 

ces difficulties om every fide, and choofes the leaft ; he is either 

unfair, or ignorant who rejeéis at once without examination, 

whatever carries the appearance of difficulty. With thefe ob- 

fervations before us, let us examine what right unbelievers 

have to aflume to themfelves. the title of men of reafon, and 

philescply ; and reproach Chriflians with fuperfiition, and 

credulity, and | know not what. 

I thall in the firft place notice thofe who ftand higheft in the 

ranks of Scepticifm: thofe | mean, who profefs to believe 

that there is no God. Now thefe men either beiieve that the 

world exiftedfrom eternity ; or elfe, that it fprung up by chance, 

‘Vie who fuppofes the firft, believes the abfurdity of an infinite 

jucceflica of finite beings. He who admits the fecond, muf 
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believe that an effect can be produced without an adequate 

caufe, or in fa&t that an effe& is produced by nothing at all. 

Now whether this is proportioning aflent to evidence, I leave 

every mantojudge. Inthe fame way, let it be determined 

whether a man who can believe in this way, has any right to 

laugh at the Chrifltian for his credulity. 

The account given by Mofes of the creation of the world, 

and the chronology of the fame author, has been a copious 

fubjeé&t for the exercife of infidel wit, with one voice it has been 

rejected, and this, as is pretended, for want of evidence. But 

let us hear what thefe fcrupulous philofophers fay on this fub- 

ject. And let one fpeak for all, A very great philopher, 

and unbeliever, who cannot believe what Mofes wrote, is per- 

fuaded that a great many years ago —nobody knows when—by 

dome volcano in the fun, this earth was thrown out, boiling 

like lava from a burning mountain, and fome how or other— 

nobody knows how—was fet in motion round the fun ; and af. 

ter a very long lapfe of years—nobody knows how long—hav- 

ing gradually beceme eool, it was covered with vegetable 

mould, after which, trees, and all kinds of plants, and finally 

men, fprouted up from the foil. Now this is all mighty fire 

and philofophicai ; and men who receive it are philofophers of 

courfe. But we, who fee evidences of the truth of the Mo- 

faic hiftory in the ftate of the world, in the hiflory of paft ages, 

in the reafonabienefs of his account, and in many other things, 

are credulous feols. I could mention feveral other curious, 

and laughable fables, which thefe fame philofophers have in 

vented on this fubjeét, did £ not fear that this would give too 

ludicrous an air to my paper, and I ratlier apprehend too, that 

the fimple unlettered Chriftian,credulou as he is,would hardly 

be perfuaded that grave men, and philofophers, doubting, he- 

fitating, fcrupulous, unbelieving philofophers, cam believe 

fuch ftrange ftories. 

But let us proceed, and we fliall find farther proofs of the 

wonderful credulity of unbelievers. There are Chriftians 

now ia the world ; and it is as fi:mly cflablifhed as any hiftori- 

yo re nee he i ae 
BY CASES 
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«al fat can be, that the author of this fect lived about cightees 

hundred years ago inthe land of Judea; and fuffered death 

wader the procuratorfhip of Pontius Pilate- Andyet a late 

writer® againft Chriftianity pretends, that originally this fyf. 

tem was nothing more than the worfhip of the fun under the 

mame of Chris-en ! I know not whether any have received this 

motion : it however is probable that they have : and they would 

have Chriftians to believe it too. Indeed they mutt excufe us, 

We cannot be fa credulous. Tacitus, an ancient enemy of 

our religion, is much more worthy of credit. ‘ Audor no- 

** minis ejus, (fays he, fpeaking of Chriftians) Chriftus, qui 

** Tiberio imperitante, per procuratorem Pontium Pilatum, 

‘* fupplicis affeCtus erat—Chrilt the author of this fe&, who, 

«+ in the reign of Tiberius, was put to death by the procurator 

«* Pontius Pilate.” But it is needlefs to produce proofs of 

this point: let us proceed. It is certain too that Chrift left 

but few difciples upon the earth ; and, that they were the in, 

ftruments of fpreading this religion through the civilized 

world, iu the fpace of three centuries. Here arifes a very 

important queftion for folution. By what means this religion 

was thus rapidly fpread through the world? The Chriitian — 

thinks that nothing but the interpofing power of God could 

have brought about this event ; the Unbeliever attributes it to 

prieftcraft, to fraud, and to various other caufes. Let us ex. 

amine this matter alittle. Jfany adequate caufe, but the in- 

terpofition of Heaven, can be affigned, then J will admit that 

Chriftians are as credulous as they are reprefented ; but if not, 

J think that we ought to hear no more of the eafy faith of the 

difciples of Chrift. Before we proceed to this examination, 

I beg leave to make a remark, which, perhaps, may appear pa- 

radoxical, It is this, that the moft credulous are not always 

the eafieft to be convinced, Thus for the fake of example, 

thole, who by philofophers, and generally, and  fcornfully 

_ enough too, denominated the Vulgar, and who are pro- 

® Vuliey, 
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verbially eredulous, fo flrongly believe that the earth 

is at reft in the center of the univerfe, and that 

the Sun and Stars revolve round it, that no reafoning of 

the philofopher, however cogent, can convince them of the 

error. A thoufand inftances of this kind might be adduced. 

One more only fhall be brought forward, not taken from 

fubje&ts of philofophy, but from common life. There are now 

in this country multitudes of people who put as much confi- 

dence in what are called signs, as ever a fuperttitious heathen 

did in his omens = fuch, for inftance, as {tumbling when one is 

going out of doors, having falt {pilt towards one when at table, 

being croffed in the road by certain kinds of animals. And 

all the reafoning in the world will never conviace them that 

this is mere folly. Now the true caufe of this I imagineis not 

the want ofcapacity to underftand the reafoning im either cafe, 

for itis very obvious ; but the contrary opinionis fo ftrongly 

imprefled on their minds, that it entirely excludes the truth, 

and it may be faid that through excessive credulity they will not 

believe. Inthe fame way | apprehend that multitudes have in 

fome way or other, they fcarcely know how, taken up the no- 

tion that Chriftianity is a ftrange myfterious unaccountable 

thing, entirely repugnant to all reafon and philofophy; and 

this opinion fo ftrongly poffeffes them, that the moft cogent ar- 

guments are entirely without effect, and they may be faid to 

be infidels, threugh exceflive credulity. Under the influence 

of this temper they will {wallow as great abfurdities as were 

ever imputed to Chriftianity by its moft inveterate enemies. 

Let us proceed now to the examination of the queflion before 

us ; only remarking farther, that whatever may be thought of 

the obfervations juft made, or of their application, this will 

not effect the point before us. 

The principal inftruments in the fir propagation of the 

Chriftian religion were the apofiles of Jefus Chrift. Thefe, 

according to their own aceount were unlearned and ignorant 

men; and would therefore be looked cn with contempt, by 

the proud felf important doctors of their own nation, and by 

POE | A aaa egg AMAR 
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the haughty philofophers of Greece and Rome: They tdi 

the religion of a man who had been crucified ; which was mate 

ter of great offence to Jew and Gentile. Among their own 

countrymen they had to encounter an attachment to the Jews 

ih religion, rendered inveterate by the force of education 

and habit. Among the Gentiles they were fet in oppofition to 

the monflrous mafs of polytheifm, eftablifhed by law, and fup.- 

ported by the arm of an intolerant magiltracy, and by the 

unyielding prefcriptions of cuftom, and by the inflexibility. of 

religious bigotry. They were oppofed to a religion, which, 

in its daily ceremonies encouraged, or at leaft permitted uns 

bounded gratifications of the appetites ; and whofe moft hai. 

lowed mylteries gave opportunities for aflignation and intrigue. 

In addition to this there were in every town of Italy, of 

Greece, of Afia Minor, of Egypt, and indeed of moft parts of 

the Roman empire, men of learning and accutenefs termed 

phiofophers. Vhefe were confidered the public inftruciors of 

mankind, Ard whea the epofiles of Chriftianity came forward, 

affuming the fume office, and teaching the weaknels of hu. 

man nature, the infignificancy of their philofophic dogmas 

and the folly of their wifdom ; their pride was deeply wound. 

ed, and they were inflamed with the keeneft malignity againit 

thefe humble fifhermen. And ftill farther, thefe humble prea. 

chers boldly deciaimed againit the vices of that moft diffo- 

lute and profi: gate age ; and taught the neceflity of repentance 

of mortification and felf-denial, and of a holy hfe. They did 

not, however, hold out the idea that this confifled in occafion- 

al flights of enthufiafm, in great horrors, and fucceeding rap- 

tures ; but in the deligent and faithful difcharge of all the du. 

ties refulting from all the relations of life. We fee then a reli- 

gion to be demolifhed, which was fupported by the potent arm of 

civil authority,by the mighty power of cuftom, by the deadly 

bitternefs and obftinacy of religious bigotry ; by the art and cun- 

ning ofa pricfthood, as knavifh, and as powerful-as Chrifliaa 

pricits have ever been reprefented ; by all the wit, and learning,’ 

and acutenefs of philofophers in fhort by ail orders and ranks, 

y* » . . ‘ ct. * ) x eo tr 
and conditions in life. And in the room of Uiis there was te 
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be eftablifhed a religion teathing thefe myfterious do&rines — wm 

ht @ fo offenfive to modern infidels ; inculcating a pure morality, 

its denouncing eternal deftruction againft the impenitent perpe- | 

mn trators of iniquity ; and offering life, and the favor of Hea+ be. 

44 ven only to the pure in heart. Now he who can believe that : 

in in fuch a combination of circumftances, fuch men, preaching 

‘0 fuch doétrines, could -eftablifth Chriftianity on the ruins of 

)« heathenifm by their unaffilted powers, may forever hold his 

e peace refpeéting the credulity of Chriftians. He who can be~’ 

f lieve this can believe that any effect, however great can be 

> produced by any caufe however inadequate. He that believes 

: this, can believe the ftory about the earth being toffed out of 

; the fun by a volcanic eruption—or any thing at all. 

FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, 

* 
- — <8 ote 

A DISCUSSION OF SOME POINTS RELATIVE 

TO INFANT BAPTISM. 

NO. I, 

Some. difficulties which result from the opinion that Infante 

buptism is not an Apostolical practice. 

THAT, which can be ufed with as much propriety, and 

fuccefs, on one fide of a difpute, as the other, deferves not the 

name of an argument, and ought to be difcarded from both. 

Of this kind, are confident affertions, the infinuation of impro- 

per motives and defeét of underftanding, and every fpecies of 

invective. A pofitive, dogmatical air, may influence the 

weak and ignorant, but will have no weight with the candid 

inquirer after truth. With fuch, a writer, or fpeaker cannot 

injure himfelf more, than by affirming things to be evident and 

certain, which remain in doubt and obfcurity. It is very coms 

mon for thofe who oppofe infant baptifm, to affert, that no- 

: thing but prejudice, and interefted motives, can prevent any 

one from feeing, and acknowledging, that they are right.— 

This appears to me to evince, not only a want of candor, but 

P 
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BIOGRAPHY. 

Joun Brarr Smite was born in Lancafter county, in the 

ftate of Pennfylvania, on the 12th of June, 1756. His father, 

the Rev. Dr. Robert Smith, was paftor of a prefbyterian 

church in Pequa of that county, and much efteemed on account 

of his uniform piety, his correct minifterial conduét, and his 

theological and claffical acquirements. John was the fourth of 

fix fons, all of whom, excepting the youngeft who died in 

childhood, acquired the rudiments of literature under the im- 

mediate care and tuition of their father in an academy which 

he had eftablifhed with a view to their education, as well as 

to the public utility. In very early life he exhibited marks 

of mental energy, and of intelligence uncommonly prompt ; 

and was particularly diftinguifhed by an ingenuous habit of 

fpeech and behaviour, a warmth of heart, and pointed pure 

pofe in his juvenile purfuits. Thefe appearances did not ef. 

cape the feafonable notice of his interefting and anxious pa- 

rents; and on thefe, as properly qualified and direéted, they 

fondly raifed very pleafing and fanguine hopes of his future 

ufefulnefs and honor. In confequence, he became an objegt 

ef much early parental attention, and of many pious parentat 

prayers. Nor was it long before thofs prayers were favoured 

with fignal intimations of a gracious acceptance. When hewas 

about fourteen years of age, it pleafed God, by a remarkable 

efufion of heavenly influence, to excite amongft the youth of 

that academy, avery ferious and deep attention to the ims 

portant concerns of religion and their fouls.) Of that iafld. 
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: tore lively gratitude to the giver of all good, than the weal. 

thy finner ever felt, when his table was loaded with the lux, 

ries of life. Taught by thy gofpel, thy faints ‘ have taken 

joyfully the spoiling of their goods, knowing in themselves, that 

they had in heaven a better and an enduring substance. 

They have chosen rather to suffer afftiction with the people of 

God than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the 

reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, 

having a respeé? to the recompence of the reward.’ Their expes 

rience hath taught them that ‘ thy word is profitable,’ for dace 

trine,for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness 5 ei 

that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 

all good works.’ May Chriftians be more thankful for the inef+ 

timable advantages derived from Revelation; and may finners 

beware that they receive not the graceof God, invain, 5S. 

FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, 

ee 

ON INFIDELITY, NO. IV. 

I MUST beg leave todwell on the fubjeé ot the laft number 

alittle while longer. We have feen fome initances of the cre- 

dulity of unbelievers. It may be ufeful to adduce a few mores 

When the chriftian fyftem was firft prefented to the world, 

every nation, of which we have any knowledge, the jews ex- 

vepted, were polytheifts and idolaters. ‘This was certainly 

the cafe with the refined and learned people of Greece and 

Rome. And notwithftanding the fubtility and the wifdom 

of their celebrated fages, flill they continued in grofs dark. 

nefs, worfhipping their fabled deities with fuperftitions the - 

moft ridiculous, with rites the moft abfurd, and ceremonies 

the moft abominable that can be conceived. So that the very 

temples of the gods became the abodes of the moft infamous 

licentioufacfs, But when the gofp:] was made known unte 
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gen, this monftrous mafs of idolatry, and fuperftition, and 

wickédnefs tumbled in ruins, and men worfhipped the One 

living and eternal God, who is over all bleffed forever. This 

¢ertainly was no trifling matter ; and without doubt the gof- 

pel of Chrift Jefus deferves great regard, inafmuch as it has 

given to man more correét and exalted notions of the charac- 

ter of Deity than had ever been entertained before. But more 

has been done thanthis. We are taught in the holy Scrip- 

tures a purer, and more’ perfe& morality than ever had been 

before inculeated. The heathen philofophers, indeed, gave 

many very excellent precepts. But it may be remarked that 

whatever in their feveral fyftems is truly excellent coincides 

with the chriftian morality ; and that whatever is defelive, is 

a departure from it. And whoever examines with imparti- 

ality, will find that they are univerfally lame, and defeétive. 

They are imperfect both as to precept and motive, They are 

imperfe&t as to precept, becaufe, in the firft place, they go 

only to the regulation of the external conduct, without at. 

tempting to correct that, which is the fource of all evil, the 

temper of the heart. In the fecond place there was an omiffion 

of fome duties, which appear entirely fuited to the condi- 

tion of human nature, and which, when duly attended to, con- 

tribute greatly to the peace of fociety, fuch, for example, are 

humility, and love to ourenemies. ‘The truth is, that the mo- 

ralifts of antiquity generally afflumed, in their fyftems fome 

point as the chief good of man, on which they infifted, to the 

exclufion of many things of no {mall importance. 

But there was alfo a defe& in the motives fuggelted for 

the enforcement of their precepts. They could indeed talk 

finely of honour, and reputation; they could talk finely about 

the beauty of virtue: but thefe fiue fpun foeculations are to 

the uncurbed, impetuous paffions of men, what a mound of 

fand is to the fwoln mountain torrent. Direélly contrary to 

this isthe morality of the gofpel. Its precepts firike at the 

Very principles of vice. * Lhe axe is laid atihe root.’ It ree ‘wwvre 
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quires us to fupprefs the very firft rifings of evil defire, toroet 

up the very fuundations of iniquity ; to purify the heart, to 

make the tree good, and then the fruit fhall be good alfo, 

And tarther {till ; its precepts extend ‘to every relation of life ; 

not a cafe can occur, but that it is not by a command, ora 

prohibition. In the gofpe! moreover are prefented to us the 

ftrongeft poffible- motives to the right difcharge of duty. Here, 

itis true, are no incitements to honour, no provocatives to 

ambition, no compromifes with the weakaefs of human nae 

ture. But you mutt live as under the immediate infpection of 

God; you mutt be what you ought to be or eternal deftruction 

isthe confequence. Here is no fubterfuge for hypocrify, ne 

cloak for the ingenuity of vice to hide itfelf under; but e- 

very thing is before the face of Heaven. On the other hand, 

to him who is faithful unto death, and who by a patient con- 

tinuance in well-doing feeks for glory, honour, and immorta- 

lity, eternal life is fecured on the veracity of a God. Here 

then as motives, to a pious holy life, is propofed the favor of 

God, and the happine{s of Heaven, and as the tetror of evil 

doers, the wrath of God, and the horrors of everlafting def- 

pair are fet before them. Where elfe can fuch motives be 

found to perfuade men to purfue good, and avoid evil? 

In addition to all this, there is prefented to us in the charac. 

ter of Jefus Chrift a pattern of perfection, which we are cal- 

led upon to imitate. Here I choofe to ufe the words of the 

eloquent unbeliever Roffeau. ‘* I will confefs to you farther, 

‘‘ that the majefly of the Scripture ftrikes me with admiration, 

“‘ as the purity of the gofpel hath its influence on my heart, 

“« Perufe the works of our philofophers, with all their pomp 

‘of diction, how mean, how contemptible are they, coms 

“pared with the Scripture! Is it poflible that a book at once 

“fo fimple and fublime, fhould be merely the work of man? 

“+ Is it poffible that the facred perfonage, whofe hiftory it cone 

** tains fhould be himfelfamere man? Do we find that he af- 

‘fumed the air of an enthufiaft or ambitious feétary ? What 

“ fweetaefs, what purity in his manaers! what an affecting 
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© gracefulnefs in his delivery ! what fublimity in his manners # 

<} what profound wifdom in his difcourfes! what prefence of 

“* mind ! what fubtility! what truth in his replies! how great 

“ the command over his paffions !— Where is the man? where 

*« the philofopher, who could fo live and die without weaknefs, 

** and without oftentation ? Shall we fuppofe the Evangelical 

“‘hiftory a mere fiction? Indeed, my friend, it bears rot 

“the marks of filion. On the contrary, the hiftory of So- 

** crates, which no body prefumes to doubt, is not fo weil at- 

* tefted as that of Jefus Chrift. “The Jewifh authors were in- 

** capable of the diction, and ftrangers to the murality cone 

¢ tained inthe gofpels ;. the marks of whofe truth are fo ftriking 

«¢ and invincible, that the inventor would be a more aftonifhe 

«* ing character than the hero.” Iam here anticipated in the 

conclufion which I intended to draw ; but I will juft add, that. 

it may now be recollele<! what aceounts unbelievers have in: 

all apes given of the Apoftles of Chrift, or what accounts 

they have given of themfelves ; and he who can believe that, 

fuch men by theirownunaflifted powers, could give fuch views 

of the character of Deity, deliver fuch precepts of mora 

eondudal, fuggeft fuch motives for their inforcement, or pro- 

pofe for imitation fueh an. example of perfe@ion as the chae 

rafter of Jefus, has a great deal more faith, (it it were of the 

right kind) than would make him.a chriftian, 

Wut upon the fuppofition that the whole gofpel fcheme ts a 

grofs impofture, a mere fabrication, yet there is {till in it 

fomething very extraordinary. That twelve ebfeure illiterate 

Jews fhould undertake to contrive a feheme to impofe upon 

the world; that they fhould lay the plan and forefee all the 

difficulties in the way fo as to aveid them ; that they fhoulé 

go forth into various nations telling the f.me ftory, and keep. 

wg the appearance of confiflency amidtt all the infinite va- 

riety of occurrences they met with; that in all the exami- 

rations and counter-examinations befcre the civil magiftrate, 

they fill fhould never contradi& each other ; that unallured ©” 
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ewards and unterrified by death in all its mofl dreadful forms 

they fhou'd never confefs the impoxture ; n ‘hort that they fhould 

have luid the plan with fuch wonderiul ingenuity and fore- 

fight, and have pérfevered in it with fuch inficxible refolution 

as to have fucceeded in their {cheme; that they fhould have 

impofed not only on gnorant barbarians, but on the mof 

icarned, the molt acute and ingenious people, on people whom 

eventhe enlightened moderns revere for their genius and learn. 

ing; that on fuch as thefe, an impofture fl.ould be impofed, 

and fo rivetted, as to continue to this day; thai it fhould full 

continue among the molt enlightened nations: {the world, 

while the ignorant and barbarous have long ag rejeéled it; 

and that now, fuch was the aftonifhing reach of thoughtin thefe 

men, thateven now many of the molt learned, moft acute, 

moft profound, and fegacious men, fliould be impofed upon, | 

fo as firmly to believe this impoflure, and build their beit 

hopes, and reft their fouls falvation upon it: and fill farther, 

that they fhould defend it againtt the attacks of infidels, and 

find in the very impofture iticif, arguments which have per. 

petually puzzled and confounded them; that obfcure illiterate 

Afhermen fhould contrive a fcheme cf impofture which has 

completely impofed upon fuch men, as Bacon and Boyle and 

Newton and Locke and Campbell and Reid and Jones, is I 

think, as extraordinary as any thing we read of in the hittory 

of the world; and he who believes this—lI will not pretend te 

fuy what he would not believe. 

And what is not a litile flrange too, is, that this ime 

pofture, which has eftabliflied itfeif againft the oppofition of 

the world, which has thus impofed upon the wifett, the beft, 

the moft illuftrious men in the world, that this, fhould be fo 

grofs and filly, that a child could deteét it; that it thould be 

fuch a clumfy ftory, that none but an eafy credulous fool could 

believe it, I will leave it to any man’s reafon, if this be not 

firange, pafling flrange ! wonderful and pafing wonderful! 

‘or my own part, chriftian as 1 am, Jncredulus Odj, | hate fuch 

iucredible ftories, and reft myfelf on the plain fimple truths 

ef chriflianity, P, 
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