SERMON

Revival of Religion, &e.

IN THIS COUNTRY;
PREACHED AT THE QPENING OF THE
KENTUCKY SYNOD.

— D | D | C———

sING UNPY0 7ur LokD; FOR HFE HATH DONE EX"LELLEN?
PHINGCS & IS IS KNOWN IN ALL THE LARYH.

Va0 o o oW oW oW o oV oV oV o o AN oV o0 o5 i o o
Br vne Rey. DAVID RICE.
\/‘ffu’ff’fffff-"ffff‘l\l\"

( Pudlished at tie Unanimous request of Synod.)

PR SN LG SIRSTIRDGEA | SRR SO TR T eSO
e - W - - e ——— T R N N

o o e

LEXINGTON, (XK.

PrinTED BY Josern Cuarpree
Sy, QP

13U,



@*H» aﬁé*wmwm»ﬁwwme»MOﬂM

A
SERMON,

On the present revival of religion, ©c. in this
Country.

S ——
Isazan 21. 11, 12,

The burden of Dumah. He called to me out o
Seir, Watcbfman, what of the night ¢ Watc5{
man, what of the night? The Watchman
said, the morning cometh, and also the night.

THE prophecy exprefled in thefe words, is
very fhort. It does not appear to be con-
nefted with any thing preceding or following 1t ;
which can refle® any light upon the fubjeét.
We have no hiftory of its accomplifhment by
which it can be explained : it is therefore dark
indéxard to be particularly and exatly under-
ood.

However we have here in a vifien, one who
appears to oe anxioufly concerned for the good
ui is country, enquiring of the prophet into
the ftate of it; Hatchmai, what of the night?
IWatchman, what of the night? He exprefles
his earneftnefs and defire of inforimation by re-
peating the queftion. Here is no doubta re-
terence to the neceflary cuftom of appointing
watchmen in cities, to g# “rd men fromharm, or
to give the alarm when aanger approaches.

The prophet, under the charaéter of a watch-
man, anfivers, the morning cometh, and alfo the
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night, i. €. you fhall have a little refpite from
yvour naticnal diftrefles and calamities, but this
will foon be {ucceeded by a dark night of af-
fliction. A\ dawn of national profperity is often
fucceeded by great national judgments and forc
affli¢tions ; and {fo a time of rcvival in religion
1s frcquently followed by great crror and delu-
fion. Wher the fun of trials and perfecution
arifes, the fteny ground hearers wither away :
when the thorns of worldly cares{pring up, the
{ted 1s choaked, and defolation over{preads the
field. Then afad night of dcadnefs and defer-
tion fucceeds.

Though w2 want the hiftorical and exaét
explanation of this J)Ilﬂ‘dgf.', yvet from the
fimilarity of -he fubjeéts, and the f{uitablenefs
of the word;, they may be {afely and proper-
ly accommodated to the ftate of the chriftian
church. B:ing thus accommodated, we un-
derfland by He, fome man of Seir: a ferious en.
quirer after the ftate of the church. By the
watchman, formerly the prophets, and now the
minifters of the gofpel, who are placed as watch-
men on Zion’s walls—By the morning, a time
cirevival of religionand profperity of the church:
iy the night a time of dec,‘{enﬁon, back{liding
cvq defertion. o

I. I ihall fay fomething of the morming and
its approach. | L

I{? Sonething of the night and what bring
1t on.

111. More particularly engnire into the flate
of religion among ourfcives. .

I. If{kall fuy fomething of the morning and
its approa:h. ,

The morning, atime of revival and ﬂou'nﬂ)l-
ing ftate ofreligion, is frequently, and I believe,
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where there is a profefling people, generally in-
troduced by much of a ipirit of prayer poured
out on the people of God: fo that, Jacob like,
they are wreftling with him, that his children
may be quickened and comforted, finners con-
verted, and Zion made to flourifh and rejoice in
the Lord. A little before the reftoration of the
Jews, which it fcems was a time of religious re-
vival, Daniel had much of this{pirit of prayer.
With what folemnity and faith does he addrefs
kisMaker,' ‘O Lord the great and dreadful God,
keeping covenant and mercy to them that love
him, and to them that keep his command-
ments ;?’ with what humble penitence does he
confe{s and Lewail his finsand the {fins of hispeo-
ple! How heartily and fincerely docs he ac-
knowledge the juftice of God in their puniih-
ment! And how fervently does he plead for
mercy ! Thus the Supremc Being ihews his
people that he isa God hearing prayer, and has
nc* faid to the houfe of Jacob, ifecek ve me in
+ . Tnushe makes them fenfible of their de-
pendence, and thankful for his mercies.

In the beginning of a revival, there is common-
ly an mcrealing folemnity and animation in
preaching the gofpel, and difpenfing its ordi-
nances. The fpirit of the Lierd 1s poured out
upon munifters, they are anointed to preach the -
golpel, are ftirred up to labor with more than
ufual diligence and faithfulncfs.

In a time of revival, lifelels formalifls are a-
wakened and roufed up ; backiliders are made
to return.  They go, weeping as they ro ; they
enquire the way to Zion with ther faces thith.
erward,fuving, “‘come let usjoin ourfclvesto ihe
Lord in 2 perpetual covenant, never to be ior-
gotten,”’

A2
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At fuch atime, the Bible, that antiquated
book, before confidered too dull to be read by
any perfon of tafte, comes into credit and is
highly effeemed : there is an ardent defire to
r ead, hear and underftand its facred contents.
It is highly valued as containing the rule of the
chriftian’s duty, the way of life, and the graci-
ous charter of all the believer’s privileges. Itis
the delight of awakened fouls, and their medi-
tation night and day. It isthe the unering ftand-
ard by which they try every do€trine, and mea-
fure every praftice. It guards the judicious
and fenfible chriftian from {pecious errors, cold
formality and enthufiattic 4ights of paffion ; and
its many great and precious promifes, are the
ftrength and joy of their fouls. .

Sabbath opportunities are highly prized and
outward ordinanccs greatly efteemed, as means
of grace of divine appointment, and attended
with great diligence: at the fame time the
mind 1s deeply impreffed with a perfuafion that
the fuccefs of all means depends upon the divine
blefing. Men are not now difpofed to argue
away the authority of the Sabbath, and find a
thoufand obje&tions againft a ftriétly religious
obfervation of it. - No! they fee the wifdom and
goodnefs of God in the inftitution, and give
thanks to his name for it, as an ineftimable pri-
vilege. They fee that religion would foon
dwindle away and die without it. That it is
ufeful as a means of propagating religion in
our beni~hted finful world, converting guilty
finners to God, and edifying his people. The
duties and exercifes of the Sabbath are the com.
iort and joy of their fouls. _

When the morning is come, there i1s com-
swonly found to be 2 confiderable, if not a large
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numbcr of members added to the communrion
of tne church by conviétion and converfion.
This 1s a day of Chrift’s power, when his peo-
ple are made willing in the beauties of holi-
nefs from the womb of the morning : a day in
which his word is made like a fire, and like a
hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces, and
in which the eyes of men are opened, and they
turned from darknefs to light, and from the
- power of Satan unto God.

Ina time of revival there is among the fub-.
je&ts of the work, a growing reformation of
manners. Grofs immoralities are carefully
and confcientioufly avoided, and chriftians dili-
gently return to their duty. They have that
faith which works by love, and that love which
engages them to keep Chrift’s commandments.
‘They poflefs a forbearing and forgiving temper
of heart. Humility, modefly, meeknefs and
benevolence rule their niinds,and their conduét
towards their fellow creatures. Temperance,
chaftity and fobriety appear in their lives.
They have a compaflionate regard to their fcl-
low creatures in diftrefs and honeftly endeavour
to relieve them--efpecially thofe who are diftref-
fed in their confciences undcr a fenfe of unpar-
doned guilt. Where men are truly and thor-
oughly reformed, care will be taken to make
reftitution for injuries done to others,and alfo to
do juftice to the perfons, reputations and eftates
of men.

Inatimeof revival chriftians’hearts are warm.
ed with fincere love to all who bear the image
of Jefus Chrift, though they go by different
names froni themfelves, and have different fen-
timents on feveral religious f{ubjeéts. Yet the
Judicious chrifian will not part with truth, or
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make afacrifice of his creed to other people,
however he may efteem: them, knowing that the
~beft of men are fallible and have their miftakes,
and that there is no unerring guide, but the ora-
cles of divine infpiration.It is true men are often
firongly difpofed to juftify or condemn perfons
or things by the lump. A particular perfon is’
eflteemed all perfeétion or imperfe&tion--a par-
ticular partyis tnought to be almoft blamelefs ;
or void of any good qualities gt a//. A {cheme
of doétrines 1s thought to be all truth, or all er-
ror. A religious ftir to be all from the fpirit of
God and therefore right, or all from the fpirit
of error and delufion : all rational and agreea-
ble to fcripture, or all wild and enthufiaftic.
But the quickened and judicious chriftian know-
ing ‘nat there is no abfolute perfe€tion among’
men will not juftify or condemn in the mafs ;
but will endeavour rightly to ditinguith and fe.
parate the wheat from the chaff. He will love
thofe who appear to bear the image of Chrift and
receive them in his heart and aftetions, though
he believes them to_labor under a number of
miflakes. '

1I. I fhall fay fomething of the Night, and
what brings it on. |

By the might, as I faid, we are to underfland a
time of declenfion, back{liding and defertion-.-
When the love of many waxes cold, and the life
of religion decays, 1t1s common for many to
backflide, ** to return with the dog to his vomit,
and the fow that was wafhed to her wallowing
inthe mire.”” Then God deferts the fouls of
profeflors--deferts his mmii-¢rs and his ordiman-
ces., Now the funis fet, and darknefs, thick
darknels overfpreads the chuveh., God’s people
forfake him and he forfakes theva, and covers
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his Zion with a clcud in his anger. Some pro-
feffors are given up to wild enthufiaftic errors
and delufions, and feme bound faft in the chains
of a bigotted orthodoxy.

There are many things which tend to put a
ftop to a religious revival : fome of thefe human-
- weaknefles and corrupttons rife out of tic re-
vival itfelf, '

Spiritual pride is one of thefe : thisis raised
out of great illuminations and bright manifefta-
tions. . It is evidenced by great {clf-confidence,
a forward affuming dogmatical air, a great difpo-
fition to be judging the ftate of others, pronoun-
cing on them with a dectfive tone and cafting on
themcenforiousrefle&ions. Such have a fondnefs
for their own attainments and experiences and
to make thefe the common topics of their con-
verfation, and that when there 1s no proper call
for it. * 'They fhow a fondnefs to be admired
for thefe things, and for their great gifts if they
are poffeffed of any. Such commonly {peak
with an air of infallibility and are impatient of
contradi€tion. They arec blind to their own
faults, eagle-eyed to difcern the faults of others
and liberal in their cenfures. When this tem-
per is obferved in profeflors, prejudices are tod
apt toiife in the minds of men againft religion
itfelf : and by 1t that God is provoked who has
faid he will ftain the pride of all glory : the
light of his countenance 13 withdrawn and
thick darknefs fucceeds.

Throuzh the weaknels of human naturc a
degree of enthufizfin attends almoft every re.
vival of religion. Where it rifes to any great
height 1t naturally tends to mar the work and
put a flop to 1ts progrcls.

By enthufiafm 1 donot mcan agreat degree of
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“warmth and animation in religion, nor a per-
fuation that this warmth and animation arifes
from the operations of the holy Spirit apply-
ing divine truth and imprefling the heart with
a {enfe of its excellency and importance, ex-
citing an ardent love to precious immortal
fouls, and defire for the coming of the king-
dom of God’s grace. Neither by enthufiafm
do I mean, over fanguine expedllations of a
great, Ipeedy and extenfive fpread of religion,
beyond what cool reafon will juftify. Some-
thing of this, call it enthufiafm if you pleale,
feems to be neceflary for the accomplithment
of every great defign. It was political en-
thufiafam, akin to this, which carried the A.
mericans through their arduous comfli¢t with
Britain. LEnthufiafm like this, no doubt ani-
mated Luther and other reformers to dare the
great attempt of relcuing Chriftendom from
ecclefiaftical tyranny. T'his I fay is not what
I mean. The enthufialin Iexpole arifes from
a miftake about the operations of the divine
ipirit ; from not diftinguithing between its com-
mon and extraordinary operations--between
the gifts and graces of the fpirit. Being mif-
taken here, men think fome ftrong im?ulfes or
impreflions on thelr minds, caufed perhaps by
the heat and flrength of their 1maginations, or
a tumultuous motion of various palhcons, are
a kimd of revelation from heaven. They are
the more ready to think fo, if thefe impreflions
be attenaed, as they may be in {fome mftanccs,
with {weet fcrenity of mind; or as in fome
others, with great religicus joy. Under the
influence of thele centhufiaftic miftakes men
may pofitively conclude this or that doéirine
to be true or falfc, not becaufe they find or do
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not fimd 1t in the holy {criptures ; but becaufe
they teit {o and fo, when praying, thinking or
{peaking about it. Or they conclude that this
or that 1stheir duty, not from any precept they
find in the Bible; but becaufe they feel {o and
io, becaule they have fuch and fuch extraordi-
nary cxercifes of mind about 1t. This is in ef-
fe¢t making the exercifes of their mind, or their
religious teelings, a new or an additional reve.
Iation from .heaven. Under the influence of
{fuch miftakes as thefe, I {fuppofe, fome have
believed themfelves called to preach the Gof-
pel, whom nature has forbidden to preach, and
whom the Ged of nature rever called to the
work. Under the fame miftake a man may
believe that every idea he exprefles for half an
hour together, and the very words by which he
exprefles them, are immediately given him from
heaven ; when there is very little ufeful matter
in his dilcourfe and as little common fenfe.
All however 1s afcribed to the {pirit of God,
and that divine fpirit made anfwerable for man’s
weaknefs : or he may think he has received
meflages fromn the Lord to particular perfons,
and may carry and deliver them as by divine
authority.

But to mention all the wild things which
this miftake has produced would be an end-
lefs talk. Many for a while may be carried
away with thefe notions: but after fome time
their heat commonly abates, they become cool,
dwindle away, fink into infignificancy and {oon
cealc to exift : or as has been the cafe in fome
inftances, they recover by degrces from their
delirium, correét their own errors, and form
themfelves into an orderly fociety.
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When profeffors imbibe thefe notions 1t is
commonly 1n vain to rcalon with them--they
erc beyvond the reach of all argument. ‘I'ley
cannot fulpeét themfzlves to be undera miffoke
being as they think favored with ihe guidance
of infinite wildon.

When this enthufiafm predominates, fome
may be carried away by 1t irrecoverably : fome
in order to avoid this extremeun into an op-
polite one, perhaps cqually offenfive to God
and burtful to thz fouls ¢! men--1 mean that of
a dull, lifelefs formuiity : while others cver
prone to judge of rciigion by its profeflars, and
not from the ficred Oracles, imbibe flrong
prejudices, - fink nto {cepticiim and renounce
all religion. Honelt chriftians who are. deter-
mined to perfevere through every difcourage-
ment are greatly diftfefled und give themielves
up toa life of {ecret mourning. Thus a pleaf-
ant morning 1s {ucceeded by a difmal night of
clouds and of darknefs that may be:felt..

Another  thing which T fuppofe fi~ iently
~ brings on a gloomy night is the peopi.  doliz-
ing certain inflruments or means: of grace.
A minifter has fomething very engaging .in his
manner, or his labors have been bleffed. with
great fuccéfs : high expectations have (been
raifed, and ardent defires excied to hear, this
man preach above all others. The creature
18 looked to and depended upon more than
the crcator. Or one religious crdinance is
much preferred to another and great depend-
ence put upon it, while others equally the
appointments of heaven are comparatiyely un-
‘dervalued and negieéled. - Sacramental folem-
nities, baptifing days, quarterly or clals meet-
ings arc much attended and great dependence
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put upon them; while ordinary preaching, fe.
‘cret and family worthip or family inftruction,
are too much undervalued and negleéted.
Means which are partly the inventions of men
are preferred to thofe which are evidently of
divine appointment, and more dependence put
upon them than on the fountain of grace. This
idolatry is provoking to the Almighty and eau-
fes him to with-hold the light of his counte-
nance ; and thus is brought on a night of de-
fertion. ~

The fame fatal effe€t may be produced by
Minifters becoming vain of their popularity or
fuccefs,and defiring to be called of men Rabbi. A
concern for their own glory {wallows up their
concern for the glory of God and the falvation
of men. This vanity is too often excited, ef-
pecially in young preachers, by the injudicious
applaufes of {onie honeft weak people. By this
deteftable idolatry however the Lord is provo-
ked to defert his minifters and their labors; he
covers their fouls with darknefs and ftajns the
‘pride of their glory.

Another thing twhich tends w produce the
evil we are fpcaking of 1s placing religion
in things in whicl it does not coniift, or in
which 1t confifts but very little. 'This natu-
rally turns the minds of men off from the eft
fential and 1mportant do&rines aud duties of
religion, from the life, the power and pradtice
of godlinefs to comparztively trifling circum-
ftances. The foul of rcligion then departs or
degencrates into trifling ceremony, empty for-
mality, party preiudice or uncharitable bigot-
ry. Now as much or more zeal is difcover-
ed about a cerernony, a morle of worihip, a
form of govoenment or even a coat, a habit
or 3 HUIHN, s ;vi:'.-')\='t’t11(: {alvation of 2 foul.

Ll J
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The progrefs of religion and profperity of the
church, may be ftopped by the improper exer-
cife of church difcipline. Too lax a govern-
ment withholds a proper teftimony againft vice
and 1mmorality; which tends to countenance
loofe living, and to harden mens’ hearts in {in.
But, perhaps, a more common and fatal error
1n a time of revival, is too much {everity in ani-
madverting upon the faults of brethren, and
fometimes thofe faults comparatively fmall. A
forward zeal hurries on the members or cfficers
~ of the church, beyond the limits of good order.
They aim at the credit of religion, but miftake
the means of accomplifhing their purpofe. Rath
fentiments are paffed, which can by no means
be juftified, and fcarcely excufcd. Sufpicions
are raifed, 1ll will excited, parties zie formed,
wrangling takes place, the {u: ot profperity fets,
and a dark might fircceeds.

Another thing deftructive to a religious revi-
val i1s party debates, with chriftians ot other de-
nominations. Thefe debates may be about the
eflential and important dotrines or duties of re-
ligion. In this cafe, itis the duty of all in their
proper places, and according to their abilities,
to contend earneftly for the faith once dclivered
to the faints. Butmuch injury is done to vi-
tal religion, by the manner of contending for
it. It is not in chriftian humility, mceknefs and
benevolence: railing is ufed inftead of reafoning,
hard words infteacd of found arguinents. But
thefe pernicicus dchates are mofl commonly a-
bout the modes of worthip and government, or
the terms of admiflion to the diltinguithing or-
dinances of the golpel.

I fuppole it poflible for miniflers and o her
leading members of a church to wnlift {o loug
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and fo earncltly upon the baptilm of children,
by effufion, as to induce the people to believe
it.impoflible for a child to be faved, unlefs thus
baptized. Or, for them to dwell fo much on
the baptifm of adults, by immerlion, as thereby
to perfuade many to think it cfiential to falvati-
on, and that without it none are to e efteemed
and treated as chriftians. When thefe, and
{uch like things, are argued into matters of fuch
valt importance, and the minds of men heated
with the fubjet, thev are prepared to contend
earneftly for thefe things, as for the moft im-
portant truths. Mutual oppofition between liti-
eants, produces mutual coldnefs of atfection,
they grow i1y, and at .length looking on each
other as enemies to the trith and c:_n}fe OfGO(.j'
they prepare for war, and engage with au ticr
forces. Thus immoderate zeal for matters of
little comparative importance, cegenerates into
ill nature, the fpirit of love 1s Seﬁro ed, the
church is deferted and left in darknels. Much
bigotry, prejudice and party zeal may remain ;
but little of the power and praétice of godlinefs,
Minifters, alas! are men of like paflions with
others, and often indulge their paflions to the
dilhonour of God, and great grief of hispeople,
and efpecially of the tender lambs of his flock.
When the minifters of love and peace are found,
contending one with another, ina bitter and im-
placable manner; when each has irfluence
enough to aflociate with himfelf a number of
partizans, and then diffufe their ill humour a-
mong the people, the effe€lts are fatal to the in-
terclt of rcligion. Thefc minifters may have
becn the inflruments of the morning’s coming,
they may have been as the morning ftar to
utherin the day : they are alfo the inftruments
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of bringing on a difmal night of darknefs. They
are the means of hardening the hearts of impen-
itent finners, of bringing {ecking fouls back to
a ftate of carelefsnefs, grieving the hearts of
God’s people, and weakening the hands of their
brethren in the miniftry : they not only hindcr
their own ufefulnefs, but prevent the fuccefs of
others. ‘They may do more injury to the
caute of Chrift in a few hours, than they do
good in feven years, or even a whole life time.
O my brethren, let us ftand and tremble at our
fituation, at our own great imperfetions !
Let us be humbled in the duft and live a life
of conftant dependence on the wifdom and grace
of God! The Acadamy of Chrift is kept a-
x%ong the willows in the valley of humility, and
the peaceable loving temper that becomes a
minifter of his gofpel can be learned only thcre.
Another powerful caufe of declenfion is con-
tentions among a profefling people of the fame
religious connection. T'hefe arife from the un-
guarded ufe of the tongue, from the clathing
of temporal interefts, or from a diverfity of fen-
timents about the doftrines or duties of reli-
gion. They arc agitated with 1ntemperat~
heat, produce an alienation of affeftion and
many evil furmifes and fevere refle€tions : mu.-
tual love is no more, and mutual good offices
ceafe. When thefe things prevail in a {ociety,
the [pirit of God is gricved and departs.
Another thing, and one of the moft effe¢tu-
al too, which ftops a revival and hinders the
fuccefs of the gofpel 1s contentions between
minifters and their people. Thel: arc eom-
monly caufed by negleét of duty in minifters,
or people, or both. Minifters {fomctimes

preach with little or no previous ftudy---they
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do not read in order to lay up a ftore of ufeful -
knowledge ; therefore their difcourfes contain*
very little ufeful matter, this 1s repeated over
and over 1n a coniufed way, without any proper
conneltion or arrangement. They do not pay .
1 roper attention to the ftate of the flocks, over
ich the Holy Ghoft hath made them over-
ilers children and youth, the lambs of the flock,
are greatly, if net totally negleéted. This ne-
glet arifes fometimes from indolence, fome-
tines fromexceflive attachment to their worldly
tereft; or they fpend too much time in reading
authors of tafte, or in keeping fathionable com-
pany, conver ﬁng on war polmcs or other cur-
rent topics of the day. Thus their time is wa-
fted in trifles, which ought to be fpentin ufeful,
ftudies, in prayer for their people, in inftruéting
-the ignorant, in warning the unruly or com--
forting thofe who mourn in Zion. When the
people cbferve this negligence 1t never fails to
make them uneafy. Some of the moft fagaci-
ous, perhaps not the moft charitable, exprefs
their uneafinefs, and fometimes in a way un-
mercifully fevere. They do not go to them in
a brotherly way and in a fpirit of love and
meeknefs point out to them their faults; but
exprefs their unedfinefs to onc neighbor and
another until they fpread difcontent through the
whole focicty, I%c minifter perhaps 1s too
proud to receive areproof from one of his own
people ; and if an offended perfon go to him
and tell him his fault, he efteems it an affront.
However the manner in which he is treated 1s
frequently not very rufpectul or regular. He
refents the ufag:., ond mutual criminations
take place. Thematter proceeds from Lad to
worfe, until it gets into %)Ch a wretched fituae
2
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tion that it cannot be amicably adjuited, but
muft be decided by prefbyterial authority.
When this is refolved on, cach party will en-
deavor to ftrengthen himfelf all he can, and by
{o doing fpreads the mifchief wider and wider.
Each one fees the caufe of Chrift now blecding
and charges the guilt of it on his antagonift.
_?But a mmifter will fay, and fome I believe
may fay it with trath, that itis his ardent defire
morc diligently and conftantly to devote himfelf
to the work of the goipel miniftry; but his
worldly circumitances are {o ftraitened and the
demands of his family {o prefling that he cannot
do 1t without denying the faith and being worfe
than an infidel.  Where this objeétion is hon-
eftly made and {ufhciently fupported by faéls,
I acknowledge a minifter is in a fud dilemma.
He 1s obliged by the law ef nature, a divine
law which he is bound to obey, to attend to the
demands of his family : at the {umce time he
fufluins another relation, the duties of which are
very important and prefhng. It he negleéts the
duties of the gofpel miniftry, he fees the inter-
cils of religion and of precious fouls {fuffering:
if he negleéts to provide for his family, he for-
{cits the charaCler of a chriftian ¢ it he docs
ot difcharge his debts which he has neceflarily
contrated, he forfeits the character of an hon-
et man: if he complains- of his worldly cir-
cumltances, he opens the mouths of his cne-
mics and the enemies of religion, and mncrealces
their number: profeflors of other denominations
unchartitabily make ir matter of refle¢tion upon
the wihole fociety to which he belongs.  In
this fituation his mind 1s diftrefled and difs
tracicd night and day; and his life 1s extreme-
Yy uncomlortable, if not ufelcds. 1 his pecyic
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arc of ability to {upport him, whatever he
may say, he thinks hard of them; he thinks
they arc unkind und unjult: thefe thougins
have a natural tendency to deftroy that love
which a minifter ought to huve for the people
of his charge. He grows weary of his fituation,
and delires to change it for a better, if poflible.

Notwithftanding all thefe things, it is the
duty of a golpel minifter to be inflant in {ea-
fon andout of feafon ; to give himfelf to read-
ing, meditation and prayer, to the miniftry of
the word, #nd the paftoral wipection of the
flock commutted to his care.  And this 1t muft
be acknowledszed is {ulhcient (o occupy the
time and abilitics of any one mon. It he does
not do this, he unavoidably hecomes lean or
barren, and his preaching has very hittle 1n-
ftruétion or edification in 1t.

This leads me to call up the obfervation,
that didputes between minifters and people
fomectimes arife from the pecople’s negleét of
their duty to their milter.  They refule to
fubmit to, or to countenance and {upport that:
wholefome difcipline which 1s nceellary for
the well-being of the church, and which Chrift
has appointed for 1ts edification.  "Uhis weak-
cns the hands of a minifter, difcourages his
heart, and prevents the - {uccefs of his labor.
Or they with-hold frem him that tupport which
ke needs, and which they are able to widord
him without beiug fubjeéled to anv intolerable
burden., They are at any rate more able to
fupport their mmilter than o woman s to fup-
port aminifter for them, and five or fix children
of her own befides. Where they are not o-
bliged by any particular compaél to afford him
his {upport, 1t 15 nevertheleds ungencrous to
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withhold 1t. He has fown, and is {owing to
them ipiritual things ; and is it a great mucer
that he fhould reap their carnal things 2 He s
their fervant, and the fervant is worthy of his
hire : but though they enjoy the benefit of his
labors, they unjuftly withhoid his wages.---they
difregard the authority of God, who has ordain-
ed that they who preach the goipel thould live
of the gofpel. They fay he ought to live by
his own labor and the labor of his poor wife,
but God fays otherwife. Where there is a
particular contract, and the people have explic-
itly engaged to fupport a minifter while he la-
bors among them, and they do not difcharge
their obligations to him, they are guilty of de-
ceiving him by falfe promifes, and that often
to his great injury. They are in a word cove-
nant-breakers and live under the guilt of wil-
ful, known falfehood : and yet they muft be
called chriftians, and treated as iuch. Should
they treat any other man as they do their minif-
ter, they would juftly fall under the cenfure of
the church, and without repentance, would be
excommunicated.

When there is what is efteemed a revival,
the people fometimes feem fo taken up with o-
ther things that thev almoft entirely forget their
duty to their miniiter. They leave him and
his family without the neceflary means of fup-
port. He partly out of modefty and partly cut
of fear of injuring the caufe of Chrift, which lies
near his heart, bears long and fays little or noth-
ing : his incomes however arc {topped, and the
means of fupport fail. He lives on his credit,
until 1tis almoft funk. At length he is oblied
to {peak and utter his complaints. He nof{ooncr
begins to complain to his people than they {uf-
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pect him of worldly-mindednefs---their affeét-
1ons begin to cool towards him, and they ftill
withold from him what 1s juftly his due, and
fometimes foread furmifes or caft refle€tions
upon him to the injury of his character; the
confequence frequently 1s, the relation is diffol-
ved and a final {eparation takes place. 'The
morning came, thc night 1s alfo come, and ail
is covered with darknefs.

Where a minifter fees 1t his duty to fettle as
the paftor of a people, who are poor and not a-
ble to do much for his fupport, they ought to
divide the burden between them. T'he people
{hould do what they can for his fupport and
comfort ; and the mmifter thould be contented
with as little as may be. He fhould {pend what
time he can 1n the duties of his fun&tions ; and
they allow him a portion for neceflary family
bufinefs. In this way they fhould kecp up chrif-
tian communion and fellow{hip with each other.
This would unite them in love, and contribute
much to their mutual comfort and edification.
Where amintifter 1s placed among a people who
are able to fupport him, he 1s out of his duty
if he fpend his time in worldly bufinefs to the
negleét of his official duties: and the people are
out of their duty 1if it is neceflary that he {hould.
All, both minifter and people, are living in fin
and cannot reafonably expeé& the blefling.
They are aéting contrary to the mind of God,
who has ordained that they who precach the
goipel thould live of the gofpel.

'The chriftians of the prefent day feem to
have no refpeél to the recompence of reward.
T'he apoftle fays, fpeaking on this fubjcét of
fupporting minifters, they who sow sparingly
shall also reap sparingly ; and may we not



[ 22 ]

jullly infer that they who fow nothing fhall
reap nothing? They are not ‘ honoring the
Lord with their fubftanc~, nor with the firft
fruits of their increafe---they are not laying up
treafure in heaven, nor making to themfelves
friends of the mammon of unrighteoufnefs.’
We fee what is the ordination of God: but
fome though they *break this command-
ment, and teach men {o; yet do not feem to re-
alife that this their difobedience will prove
them to be leaft in the kingdom of heaven, e-
ven if this fhould be the leat of his com-
mandments.’ \,

When church members and efpecially mini-
fters imbibe much of the fpirit of this world,
view the honours, the fafhions, and the wealth
of the world, as matters of great importance; and
hecome anxious to obtain them : when they are
conformed to this werld, and not transformed
by the renewing of their mind; are alive to the
world, and not crucified to it with its affeCtions
and lufts ; then declenfion, backi{liding and de-
fertion takes place; the progrefs of religion is
ftopped, and a ftrong bar laid in the way of 1t’s
revival,

IlI. 1 fhall endeavour more particularly to
enquire into the ftate of religion among our-
{felves.

It appears to me that if we carefully and 1m-
partially enquire mto the ftate of religion in this
land, and duly confider the ftir which hus fo
much engaged the attention of people general-
ly, we fhall have reafon to conclude that we en-
jov the morning of a gracious revival of the re-
ligion of Jefus : but that 1t 1s not a morning
without threatening clouds, and a profpect of
a gloomy night.
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1. 1t appears to me, that the prefent flir mn
the land, 1s a real revival of the chriftian religi-
on. My reafon for this opinion, 1s not my feeing
a confiderable number of people very earneit-
ly engaged in this matter ; for men may be very
earneltly engaged, not only 1n true, hut in falie
religion. Nor is it that many are thrown into
great bodily agitations ; fometimes into fainting
or convulfive fits, or are the {fubjeéts of violent
fpafmodic afie&tions,*which give themaftrength
and altivity of body, far beyond the ordinary
ftrength of nature; for fuch bodily agitations
have been produced, and I fuppofe may again
be produced, by the operations of impofture on
the credulity and {uperfiition of mankind ; yea,
by things which have no relation to religion.
donot draw my conclufion {rom the firong aflu-
rancc fome of the fubjects of this work, often

* As tothofe bodily exercifes, I acknowled;e I never experienced
them; and therefore it becomes me 10 {pcak about them with mo-
defty. As far as I can learnfrom a nymber of inftances ccmpared to-
gether, thole who are the fubjeéts ot thele bodily exercifes, have feunce
times their minds covered with darknefs, and thesr 1dcas all in con~
fulion ; fo 'hai nothing can be made of them one way or another.,
Bat commonly their ideas are very lively and ingpreffive, though not
always juft. If they have right notions of divime things, previous to
their failing into thefe exercifcs, theirideas in the ime are juft, lively,
and very impreflive : ard their exercifes have a happy influence on
their temper and conduét,if they are caretul to make the written wo:d
their guide ; as rhey commonuly are, becauf= it iay:hc truth 1o the word
that makes the impreflion, 1f previous to their falling, their ideas
are wroag, the impreflion is very lively, bul falte, and the cfl: s
daugercus.  Thedarger is, they imagine tha: thefe difcovenies aund
impreflions are made by the {pirit ot God, and ace therefore ceityinly
true, and out of this beliet it sexcecdingly difficult to realon them,
E:ch of the chove obfervations mizht be ilinityated by pmticular ine
ftances, which would ferve 36 fa&ts 1o enabiifn them. This renders it
verv nzceflary in the prefent day, to grard againft enthufiaim : but
thout i 1t 15 extremely neceflary, the veiy atiempt mighi expofe a man
to the cenfure of being an enemy to the revival, In rehigicus mate

ters, men are commonly the leaft afraid of that they are in mcft d:in-
ger of,



[ =4 ]

exprefs of their ow n converfion. I buiid but
very little upon mcn s opinon of themiclves, be.
licving that the fei-deceived often have as great
affurance as the true conv crt, and are apt to CX-
prefsitwith equal, if not greater conﬁdemc. I
do not draw mvconclahon from pecople’s meet.
ing together in large crouds, and fpending three
or four days in rediglous exe rcifes, with but lit.
tle intermiflion. Neither is my mfu*cncc drawn
from fecing people tranfported with joy, and
fhouting and finging the praifes of God and a
Rcdeemcr: for 1 knou by experience and ob-
fervation, that there arc falfe joys as well as truc.
A miltaken belief, that the Lord is my God,
may fill me even with unutterable joy, as well as
arational and {criptural perfuafion of it. My in-
ference 1s not drawn from {eeing pcriuns after
great diltrefsand horror of mind, {uddc niy break-
wng out into traniports of joy and thankfulnefs ;
becaufe I believe this is frequently the cale,
where there 1s no true knowiedge of God and
his fon Jefus Chrift, nor faith in the gofpel plan
of faivation. My conclufion i1s not drawn from
my finding people exceedingly zealous to pro-
mote this work, and defend cvery attending
circumftance. This is often difcovered in pro-
moting and defending a fallc rehgxon, as well as
atrue. It may arife from pride and party zcal.
When it is chiefiy emploved in defending the
cutward circumitance of a work, or the peculi.

aritics of a party, it 1s much m be fulpecied.
Nor ﬁnallv is my conclufion draws from this
work making a confiderable {pread, and muny
people of various ranks falling in with 1t, nor
from 1ts continuance now 1 the land for {ix
vears ; {or error and delnfion may fjread far and
contimue lorng, But n» Dy cpinicn is founded on
the following things, taken in conuexion.
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1. This revival has made its appearance in
various places, without any extraordinary
means to produce 1t, the preaching, the finging,
the praying, have been the fame, to which peo-
ple had been long accuftomed, and under which
they had hardened to a great degree: and the
firlt fymptoms of the revival have been a pray-
ing Ipirit in the few pious people found among
us. They fomehow got their minds imprefled
ivith a. fenfe of their own backiliding; with a
fenfe of the prevalence of vice, infidelity and
impiety ; an unufual compaflionate concern for
the {alvation of precious fouls, who were perifh-
ing in their {ins, and for the profperity of Zion.
They prayed, they endeavoured to excite their
friends and neighbors to pray ; they formed
themielves into praying 1ocieties, that they
might mutually encourage and aflift each other.
The revival appears to be granted in ‘anfwer to
prayer, and- in confirmation of that gracious
truth, that God has not faid to the houfe of Ja-
cob, feek ye me in vain, when he fays I will be
enquired of by the houfe of Ifrael to do it for
them.

2. As far as I can fec, there appears to be in
the fubjeéts of this work, a deep heart hum-
bling {enfeof the great unreafonabiencfs, abom-
“1nable nature, pernicions eflects and deadly con-
fequences of fin; and the abolute unworthinefs
of the finful creature of the fimallelt crumb of
mercy, from the hand of a holy Ged.  There
appears to be in them a deep mournin: on ac.
count of their own fins, the fins of .- ielow
profeflors, and the fins of the card ois - it o
fanc ; and particularly for the bafe fir. o0
tude to God for his many mercies ; ot i
the jullice of God, n condemning w52 oo
ing his offending creaturces.

C
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3. They appear to have a lively and very af.
fe€ting view of the infinite condefcenfion and
loveof God the Father, in giving his eternal and
-only begotten Son, for the redemption of man-
kiid, and of the iofinite love of the Redecmer
manifefted in the great and gracious work of re-
demption : manifefted in the labours and forrows
of his life and ofhis death: an affeéting view of
the aftonifhing goodnefs of the adorable Trinity,
an providing and applying a’ complete atone.
ment for_the {in of fallen man, and a- perfeét
righteoufneis for his juftification : and’ ull this
in a way that not only fecures, but advances
the honours of God’s law and government, and
1llaftrates his juftice, holinefs, truth and tender
mercies. Jefus Chrift and him crucified, ap-
pearsto be the ALL 1~ ALL to the fubjeéts of
this revival, and the creature nothing and lefs
than nothing. |

4. They{eem to me, to have a very deep and
affeéting fenfe of the worth of precious immor-
tal fouls, ardent love to them, and an agonizing
concern for their convition, converfion and
complete falvation. As far as I can judge,
they are pleading for this with ftrong, fervent
defires, with deep humility, with faith in God’s
promifes and in the merits amd interceflion of
Jefus Chrift. Perhaps the ardency of their
love fometimes hurries them into fome mndil-
cretions which excite the prejudices of thofe
for whofe falvation they arc pleading. Men
are imperfeét creatures, and thefe, if I may
be allowed the expreflion, appear to be the gen-
crous blunders of benevolence.  This love,
this compaflion, this ardent defire, this agomz.-
ing, this fervent pleading for the falvation ol
finful men and for Zion’s profperity, far cx-
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cced any thing 1 have ever {een. This love,
thefe fervent {fupplications are not confined to a
particular fpot or a particular party., They cx-
tend to and include men of every defcription :
Catholics and Proteftants, Jews, Mahometans:
and Pagans. The moft favage nations, who
are funk almoft beneath the notice of others,
are embraced in the arms of their benevo-
lence. Little children lic near their hearts ;
they take them in the arms, and put the hands
of their benevolence upon them, and plead with
the father of mercies to blefs them. O thou
fountain of mercy, give me, give to all this
fpirit of love, of grace and {upplication!

5. A confiderable number of individuals
appear to me to be greatly reformed in their
morals. This 1s undoubtedly the cafe within
the fphere of my particular acquaintance. Yea,
{fome neighborhoods noted for their vicious and
profligate manners are now as much noted for
their piety and good order. Drunkards, pro-
fane {wearers, liars, quarrelfome perfons, &c.
are remarkably reformed. The fongs of the
drunkard are exchanged for the fongs of Zion:
fervent prayer {ucceeds in the room of profane
oaths and curfes : the lying tongue has learn-
ed tofpeak truth in the fear of God : and the
contentious firebrand is converted into a lover
of peace. A number of poor backiliders ap-
pear to be fenfible that ¢ it is an evil thing and
a bitter that they have forfaken the Lord their
God ; and are returning to him with penitent
hearts, going and weeping, enquiring the way
to Zion with their faces thitherward, and we
hope are joining themfelves to the Lord in a-
perpetual covenant never to be forgotten.’

6. A number of families, who had lLived ap-
parently without the fear of God, in folly and .
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in vice ; without religious inftruétion, or any
proper government ; are now reduced to order,
and _are daily joining in the worfhip of God,
reading hisword, finging his praifes and offer-
ing up their fupplications to a throne of grace.
Parents who -formerly feemed to have little or
no regard for the fouls: of their children, are
now anxioufly concerned for theirfalvation ; are
pleading for them, and endeavoring to lead
them to Chrift and train them up in the ways of
pxet]s; and virtue. Mafters who formerly treat-
ed their fervants as brutes, are now earneftly
concerned for the falvation of their fouls,

. . L 4
and ufing means to promote it.

7. The {fubjeéls of this work appear to be
very fenfible of the neceflity of Sanctification
as well as Juftification, and that ‘* without ho-
linefs no man can fee the Lord : *’ to be great-
1y defirous that they themfelves and ‘¢ all that.
name the name of Chrift -fhould depart from
iniquity ; ’ fhould recommend the religion of
Jefus to the coniciences' and efteem of their
fellow men ; that the light of their holy conver-
jation fhould*fo {hine before men that they
feeing their good works might giveglory to God.’
A heaven of perfect purity and the full enjoy-
ment of God appears to be the chief and ulti-
mate obje&t of their defire and purinit. *

# One obje&lion frequently laid in a%ainﬂ the work is what is call-

ed Lay-¢rhorting. 1 take the liberty here to fhow wy opinionen
shis fubje@. The cuftom which has Jong prevailed among Prefbyte.
rians with refpeét to thie ‘ma'ter, I think, has been wrong and very

pernicious to the interefts of religion inour churches. By cufiom
anen’s hands have been too much tied up, their mouths too much fhut,
aod they thereby prevented doing what they cught te have done,
and what they might have done without flepping out of their own
places. The work has been left almoft eatirely to minifters, and
therefore has pot fpread and prevailed as much 28 it might have
dece.  Wheo one meighbor addreffes another or two or three oth.
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Now I have given you my realons for con-
cluding the morning is come, and that we are
bleffed with a real revival -of the benign, the
heaven-born religion of Jefus Chrift ; which
demands our grateful acknowledgments to God
the Father, Son and Holy Ghott.

ers in anaffcGlonate, kind and refpeftful manner, it is much apter o
gein atieation and to affe@ the heart, than the moft folid difcour.
{es from the pulpit, and from the mouth of one -whofe occupation
it is 1o preach the word. I can [es no reafon why s man or even
a woman, when deeply imprefled witha fenfe of the fiaful and
miferable flate of their fellow creatures, fhould not plainly and
affe@ionately warn them of their danger and perfuade them toa-
void it. Should they fee them expofed to eminent danger from
fire or water and infenfible of it, po perfon would blame them
thould they give waraing with loud triesand earneit intreatics : men
would not efteem it as tno affuming aond arrozant, but as a genuiae
and commendabls expreflion of compathon. Why the former thould
be cenfured 2nd reftrained, while the latter is commended as prop-
er, 1 do not fee. To hinder men ia cither cafe would be a vio-
Jent reflpaint on the benevolence of the "heart, and nature itf:}¢
would ftrengly remonfliate.  When tuis fieedom has been ufed with
prudence and an air of modeft; and tendernefs, Ido not recolled
ever to have kuown an inftance of its giving offence to any ferious
mind, But when itis done with anair of domiiaiion and authority
as il Yy a commiflionfrom heaver, and witha fiesn, commanding
" countenance, it is much out of charaéter and very harchd “to e
caule: it is exaltly calculated to provoke refentment, aud fix in the
minds of men fRrong prejudices ageindt religion. If any fhould fay
# they cannot help it I reply if fo, they cannot help doing wrong
and alling contrary to the word of God. No impulfes however
ftrong, can juftify a sm3oio afling contrary to feripture and reaton:
can juftify a woman ip laying afide her proper, native modelty and
delicacy, and affTuming a malcaling boldnels, cr aliberty unh:com ny
her fex.  Women profefing gudlinels, atall timice wud in all places,
fhould be examples of mogc!iy, and efpecially int'ic houfe of God.
A woman by deviating a little from femaie moadelty may do moure
injury to the caule ¢f Chrift and to precious ‘ouls than ever fhe will
do good by all her moft pathetic exhartations. '

Bu: what I plead for in the beginning of this note isa very dift~-
ent thing from affuming the charatier of a public Exherter.  This,
I think, none ought to do un.cfscalled to it by the fscicty, and agree-
ably to the rules of governient in the {ociety 1o which he hclonys.
Ouly admit of it, only allow one to become an Exborter wheu n_
p'cales, and you vpen a way for thole who arc (oo ignoran!. to kuow

C =z |
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If I arx miftaken, I think it is not a miftakc
of the nature of religion, but of the appearances
of the prefent day : a miftake about the fufh-
cicncy of the phenomena to prove the work
to befuch as I have reprefented it. I fuppofe
that numbers, and fome of them fenfible, pious,
good peoplc, have formed a different opinion.
Had 1 viewed the work at a diftance, and
attended chiefly to outward circumftances; I
fhould have formed the fame unfavorable opi-
nion. Iendeavoured as far asI could, to look n-
to the nature of the work, and obferve its tend-
ency and efleéls. I know I have been careful
to judge mmpartially: I have fometimes felt
ftrong prejudices ; 1 have found fault with ma-
ny things, I have difputed almoft every extraor-
dinary circumftance ; fomethings I do not yet
approve and perhaps never fhall : but you have
the conclufion I have drawn upon the whole,
and the premifes from which that conclufion is
drawn. I think I have kad as good opportuni-
ties to judge of the natter, as moft of thofe who
think diffcrently from me : but it 1s proper each
one thould judge for himfelf. We ought, how-
ever, to take great care, left haply we fhould
he found to fight againft Gud.

The morning comecth and alfo the night.

2. Ifce, orthink Iee, alowering appearance,
a profpe& of clouds colle¢ting, which will dark-
cn the day, and at length bring on adifmal night

their own weaknefs, tao felf-confident to be under governmentand
control, too vzin to behave with decency, and enthufiaftic enough <o
vmagine they have authority te fpeak in the nam: of the Lord, though
they can fearce fpeak common {enfe. Thiswould deftroy sl rule, and
=rduce the churchito a difo.derly Mob. It would be the way to en-
conrage a number of ambiticussnd euthufiaftic pretenders to head eve-
1y one bisparty, divide the €hurch into fattions, oppofite contending
foiltione, and thus defliny



of darknets, unlefs it thall pleafc God by fome
means or other to difperfe them.

In fpeaking of this point, I fhall not ir my
own mind, confine myfelf to any one party or
denomination of chriftians.

The dodtrines taught in this country, are as
far as I am acquainted, generally found and
good; calculated to inftruét the ignorant, awa-
ken the {ecure, lcad awakened finners to Chritt,
comfort mourners in Zion, {trengthen and efta-
blith the weak, and lead to holinefs of life. But
to me 1t appears, that fome of our doétrine fmells
too ftrong of antinomianiim, fome of arminianifm
la)ndhthat fome 1s a heterogencous mixture of

oth.

Where 1n defcribing a work of grace and
fhewing the charaéter of a chriflian, repentance,
faith, love, joy and other eminent exercifes are
ehiefly infifted upon, and the nature of gofpel
obedience very little explained, inculcated and
nrged as the proper evidence of a found con-
verfion : where a number of moral and religi-
ous dutles are negle¢ted by vrofeffors, and this
negleét feldora or never pointed out and reproy-
ed, there is a great tendency to antinomianifm.
Where the doétrine of the final perleverance
of the faints 1s taught without diftiné¢tly fhow-
ing wherein it confifts--without thowing that it
conlifts in going on from one degree of {trengtls
to another, in a life of faith, love and golpel
obedience: taught 1o as to induce people to
think that converfion, or a good {et of ¢xperi-
ences, is all : that once 1n covenant and always
in covenant, leta perfon live as he wiil, Ifay
where pericverence 1s taught in fuch a manner
as to lcad to this, there is at leaft a firong tinc-
turc of antinomianiim. ’erhaps the preacher
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would not teach this doétrine mexprefs terms,
but if he teach it in words that tend to this,
it amounts to nearly the fame thing.

Some on the other hand, feem to me, to hold
out life and falvation ta be obtained on certain
conditions, to be performed in obedience to
fomc new law of grace ; which doélrine, if care-
fully examined, will appear to make falvation
as truly impoflible to depraved man, as it is by
the old law or covenant of works. Great coms-
fort and confolation is held out to believers, on
condition of their faithfulnefs, without informing
them in what that faithfuluels confifts, or what
degree of it is requifite, or fuggelting any futhci-
ent reafon for them to hope they will continue
faithful. This appears to me to be confolation,
- which no well informed chriftian, who knows
his own heart, poflibly can or dare to take. Give
me no better foundation to reft my hopes upon
than this, and I muft fink nto black defpair. I
had rather derive my confolation from this pro-
mifc of God to his people : that they fhall Lz
kept by his power, not in unbelief, but through
faith unto falvation.

Sometimesthere i1s in our difcourfes, a ftrange
heterogencous mixture of antimomaniiin, ar-
winiani{m, and [ may add, calvinifm : calvinifin,
perhaps in the beginning, antimoniani{m in the
middle, and arminiani{m at the end of afermon;
which mixture muft make a ftrange appearance
to a well informed mind, who has adopted any
well digefted confiilent {yftem,

The important {cripture doctrine of divine in-
fluences 1aa work of conviction, converfion and
fancuification, 1s, I believe, generally taught in
our land. But fome, it I underfland them right,
approach too near to the reprefenting of ity as a
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mere mechanical work, without eonfidering the
word of God as the mean by which the {pirit
works, 1n producing the excellent effe&. Others
again, if I take them up right, leave in this work,
but very little for the divine {pirit to do ; after
the infpiraticn of the holy f{criptures.* Both
thefe, I apprehend, are departures from the
principles of the reformation, and, what is more,
departures from the written word of God ; for
true chriftians are born again, not of corrupti-
ble feed, but of incorruptible, by the word of
God, which liveth, and abideth for ever : they
are born of the {pirit, created in Chrift Jefus un-
to good works.

The religion which is taught and embraced
among us, 1s experimental. Indeed, that religi-
on which is not experienced, is of little value,
and will finally be of no advantage. But while
we are teaching this experimental religion, too
little attention is paid to the prattical part.
Faith, love, repentance, which are commonly
called the graces. of the holy f{pirit, becaufe
wrought by his agency, are earneftly inculcated,
but humility, meeknefs, temperance, brotherly-
kindnefs ; their infeparable concomitants, to-
gether with an uniferm holy practice, are too
{feldom mentioned, and too Iparingly infifted ois.
"T'his fault may be obferved in the converfution
of profeflors onreligious experiences, and i ex-
perimental preaching. It ftops too foon; 1t leaves
out fome important, and I may fay eflential pio.
perties of a found converfion.

* The truth is, the {pirit works by the word. One exireme 18, the
word works without the fpirit. (that is_ the third perfon of the trinity)
The other extreme is, the fpirit works without the word. Tae &l of
thefe ex tremes leads to legality, and is a ftep towards denying the
perfonality of the Holy Ghoft: the other leads to enthufisfm,
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As to difcipline, I fear a wrong method is
taken in admitting young members to commu-
nion : a method that i1s difhonoring to religion
and injurious to the fouls of men. It cften
buoys them up with a vain conceit that they
are true chriftians, when there is no proper cv-
idence that they underftand what chriftianity is.
Too difproportionate a regard is paid to expe-
riences ; too little to knowledge and found pro-
{feflion. They are faid to be réceived mto com-
munion on the profeflion of their faith, when

roperly fpeaking they have never made a pro-
eflion of the eflential doétrines of chriftianity.
Soine are admitted who do not underftand the
firft principles of chriftianity, and who make
no profeflion of its effential doétrines. It does
not appear from all they fay whether they be-
lieve there 1s one or more Gods; or that Jefus
Chrift 1s the Son of God ; or that there will be
a refurre€tion and future judgment; or that
they underftand what is the nature and ufe of
the ordinances of baptifm, and the Lord’s fup-
per. Now this I think is altogether without fcrip-
ture warrant, contrary to the diftates of reafon,
and difhonouring to the religion we profefs ;
efpecially where the important bufinefs of cate-
chifling 1s as much negleéted as 1t is in our
country.

If this duty of catechifing is negle€ted a lit.-
tle longer, we are in great danger of being over-
fpread with a dark cloud of ignorance...Igno-
rarice of the fundamental doélrines and duties.
of that religion, which we profefsto beliéve.
The care prefbyterians have tormerly taken in
teaching youth the firft principles of religion
has been of great advantage, not only to them.
feives, but alfo to other denominations and to
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the common caufe of chriftianity. Even thofe
who cenfure them for their head knowledge,
have realon to blefs God, that they have been
fo caretul to preferve it : {for others, while they
have been {peaking againft it, enjoy in fome
mealure, the benelit of it: the benefit filently
and infenfibly diffuled itfelf among them.,

Here let me obferve, that though we do not
fully approve of the Englith hierarchy, and of
the opulerce of fome of the Englith clergy,
yet we bave all reafon to be thankful to the
great Ruler of the world and of the church,
that there has been fuch a {fet of men raifed up
in the chriftian world, as the Englith bithops.
They have been in the courfe of divine provi-
dence, the great bulwark, which has defended
the chnftian canfe againft the many formidable
and violent attacks of its foes. Men in the
vale of poverty, never could procurc the necef-
fary means of defence, that extenlive knowl-
gdge requifite for the purpoic. But this by the

3[n the government of church members, 1
think, a4 laudable care has been taken by all
denominations to reltrain and difcountenaice
what is eftecmed grots immorality, by exclu-
ding the openly vicious {rom their coramunion.
I fear howcver, proper attention has not been
paid to familics. Chiidica and fervants are
fuffered to live in ignorance of the firft princi-
ples of religion ; and the authority which God
has given to the heads of families for cdifica-
tion 1s not ufed, as it ought to be, for the {up-
prefling of vice and encouragement of piety
and virtuc. , Servants are allowed to {guander
away the facred hours of the Sabbath in 1dlenefs
and wickednefs. This is fo geacral, that if an



mndividual attempts to govern his fervants as e
ought to do, his attempt is fruflrated by the ex-
ample of otirers. The liberty we take, and allow
our families to take, on the Sabbath day, with-
out any notice or reftraint, would induce a
ftranger to believe we were generally become
antifubbatarians. T'he holy Sabbath is in fuét
a day devoted to the [ervice of the flefh and the
devil, and is the occalion of chiidren, fervants
and cthers, Improving in the knowledgc and
p raélice of vice, bevond what they, without :
Sabbath, Wuul(l cver attain 10. That which in
itfelt, and in the end of its inftituti flon, 15 a great
b‘eﬁmb, 1s perverted and turned into a curfe.
To have our youthtramed up in the knowledge

and prattice of reiigion and found morzls, s a
matter of great importance to civil and religi-
~ous fociety. Thisis too little attended to by
churches and their officers; which omifion is
glaringly abfurd, efpecially in tho(c who prac-
tice infant b"x,)txfzm.

Church ofhcers, inthe exercife of dxﬁ.lplme,
attend to the honour of religion and credit of
‘the chriftian prol flion; but do not always aim
enough at the rcpantmcc retormation and fal-
vation of offenders. The end of difcipline 1s not
wierely to pmbe the churchk by cafting out of-
fenders ; but alfo by bringing them back to the
bofom of the cliurch by repentance and tefox
mation. Here I think we are cfien if not al-
ways deﬁcxcnt We take up a bad opinioi of
an offendcr, lofe our affe€tion for him, .and
thereforc negk& our duty.

‘Thus have I given you a view, accordimg
to my beft information, of the ﬁ«nc oi icligion

m this ftate.  The meriing cometly an "also the
rghe.
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But is the morning of the milennium at
Lhand ? is the latter-day glory approaching? the
time when ‘‘the {tone that was cut out of the
mountain without hands fhall break in pieces
the iron, the clay, the brafs, the filver, and
the gold, and become a great mountain filling
the whole earth.”

This queltion is too deep for me : © the times
and feafons the Father hath referved in his own
power.” Allow me on this occafien to ven-
ture a conjeCture or two : I anfwer, mot wvery
near. My reafons for this, are,

1. The kingdom of Chriftis a kingdom of
peace and love ; and there is too little of this
temper found among chriflians, and even
among chriftian minifters. There is too much
of a fpirit of party, and difpofition for party
debates. Minifters and other chrifttans are
too apt to be endeavoring to expofe to ridicule
theirbrethren, who do not think, in fome points,
like themfelves. There evidently appears a
difpofition to hunt for profclytes, and not that
open, candid {pirit, which isneceflary for union
of endedvors in promoting the kingdom of
Chrit. Though iI hope there 1s lefs of this
temper prevailing now, than there was a few
vears ago. 1here is too much pride,fzlf. con-
fidence and cenforioufuefs armong profeffors ;
and too little meeknefs, forbearanceand of that
““ charity which hopeth all things,” for us to
expetl that glorious day near at hand.

9. The cuftom of drinking ardent {pirits,
no® as a medicinie, but to pleafe the tafte, to
comply with fathion, or to thew generofity, 1s
ton common and prevalent among profctiors :
2 too many of them are emploved in farnith-
s (lat pornicious buane to the morals of ian.

1)

*
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kind. Profeflors muft be cured ofthis evil be.-
forc ve can rationally expéct to fee that glori-
cus morning. They muft ind fomething elfe
to do with the furplus of their wealth, and lay
1t up as treafure m heaven.

3. The wealth and the honors of this world
are too highly rated, and too much efteemed
by profeflors. They purfue wealth with a view
to their own and their children’s worldly agran.-
difement; with a view to the elegancies and
luxuries of iife ; and not with a view to laying
up treafure in heaven; not to relieve the warnts
and real neceflities of the poor; not to affift in
propagating the gofpel through the world; not
In training up promifing youth, that they may
be qualified for the important {ervices of Chait’s
church; not in fending out miflionaries to the
poor heathen, who ¢ fit in darknefs and the fha-
dow ofdeath.” Some are {fc bent upon the
pomps or elegancies of fife, as to involve them.
felves in debt, and neglect to do juftice to their
creditors by difcharging their obligations. Pro-
fefTors do very little miore for promoting the
kingdom of God by their wealth than others :
and feem to be as infenfible of their obligations
to ‘ honor the Lord with their fubftance.” Itis
true there have lately been fome noble exam-
ples fet in England, and fome in America;
put the generality of wealthy profeflors feem
inclined to look on, and fommend thefe
examples rather than to realife themlielves un-
der any obligations to imitate them. We have
fome preachers among us, who have fo greata
regard to the caufe of Chrift us to facnifice j(’l}cn‘
worldly profpecis, the intereft of their families,
their eale and the heaith of their bodies in order
to promote it. But others in inuchmore aftlu-
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ent circumitances, look on., commend them
as examples of difintereflednefs, and feem to
think they have no more to do with the matter,
and that their eftates were given them merely
for worldly purpofes. Let others labor, and
fpend, and {uffer in the caufe of Chrift; as for
them, they mean to go to heaven by praying
and {inging, repenting and believing. think
a different {pirit will be found among profeflors
before the gofpel takes a general {pread in the
world. :

4. It appears to-me probable, that before the
millennium, there will rife up a fet of evangeli-
cal preachers, who will more fully realife that
thekingdom of Chiift is not of this world ; and
fo difengage themfelves from national attach-
ments and politicat connexions, as to look upon
themfelves, and be looked upon by others, as
citizens ot the world atlarge, and equally friends
to every nation under heaven : and thus find a
more eafy accefs to every part of the world,
without fufpicion of any political intrigue or
mifchievous defign; and that by exemplifying
and inculcating the chriftian fpirit, they will be
the inftruments of uniting the nations of the
earth in love, and deftroying that national pride
and thofe animofities, which have !ong deluged
the world in blood. Mankind will then live in
love and ‘learn war no more.” The hiftories
of heroes will ceafe to bs admired...The Neb-
uchadnezzars, the Alexanders, the Marlbor-
oughs, thc Cromwells and the Bonapartes wilk
no longer be fet up as examples, in forming the
morals of youth.  The hiftory of Jefus Chrift
and of the Apoftlc of the gentiles will be great-
ly preferred before them.
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5. Another reafon, and none of the leaft, for
my thinking the millennium not very near, is
the prevalence of arbitrary power in the world ;
and particularl;: that the profeflors of chriftiani-
ty are not rightly difpofed to ‘‘ break every
yoke, and let the opprefled go free.” They are
fo attached to the 1dol, intereft, that they find
not in their hearts to do juftice in this refpe&,
to “‘do as they would be done by.”” Their judg-
ments are in favor of it, but they have not
hearts to aét; they will not adopt and purfue
any rational plan for accomplifhing the righte-
ous purpofe. For my own part, I have no hopes
that the world will enjoy the bright beams of
this glorious morning, while this iniquity
abounds and is praétifed by chriftians- .

1. Let us return humble thanks and praife
to a gracious Godand Redeemer, that he has in
any meafure reyived the things that remained,
thiat were ready to die. 1 believe that the un-
common largenefs of our aflemblies, efpecial.
lv on facramental occafions, and the extraordi-
nary appearances and exercifes on thefe occa.-
tions, have induced many to believe the re/1val
to be much greater than it is, or ever has been;
yet 1 amfatisfied from my own obfervation,
that there are a goodly number, whe have been
and arc flocking to Jefus as dovcs to their win-
dows, and turning from the praétice of vices of
various kinds, to walk In the paths of virtue:
andthe face of fomewholeneighborhoods,chang.
ed for the better. Thoughit is a truth much
to be lamented, thatthere arc multitudes among
us, who remain carelefs and quite negligent of
the one thing needful ; many appear to be har-
dening in fin—many goeing on in the broad road
of vice and impiety to deftrution : many look-
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ing up in obflinate prejudices, rifing from their
diflike to vital religion, ftrengthened by the im-
prudentzealof {fome honeft friends to the caufe,
and fome carried away with enthufiaftic errors.
yet man; of the profeffors ofreligion have been
much quickened, revived and comforted, and
are now rejoicing in God as the portion of their
{ouls; and many poor finners, as I mtimated,
are flocking to Jefus as doves to their windows,
and turning to the Lord. Praife yc the Lord,
and magnily him for ever. Efpecially let us
glorify his name by living the lives of chrifti-
ans, and following the example of the LordJe-
fus: this is the beflt way of exprefing our
thanks, and praifing his gracious name.

2. It 1s matter ol joy and tnankfulsefs to
find {fo much of a {pirit of prayer and {uppli-
cation, among the pcople of God. Let us.en-
deavor to cultivate it more and more. At the
fame time we thould diftinguifh between the
humble, {elemn, fervent pleadings of faith, and
a bold noily kind of earneftnefs; at thefame
time making proper charitanle allowances {or
difference of cuftom, in different places and f{o-
cieties, In general, where thare is molt of this
{pirit of praycr among chriftians, there are the
moit finners enquiring what they {hail do to be
faved @ the moit converts to God, and the molt
added to the communion of the church. Let
us endesvor to pray without ceaiing, witih all
mamner of prayer and fupplication : and not
found oui hopes upon apnearances, but upon
the grace and powcer of God, and the merits and
wrerccflion et Jefas Chrift. Let us not linit
the holy une of liael; bLut pericvere in our
duty ; contenied that God {honld work when
and how he pleafes,

D2
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3. Let us honeftly and carefully fearch into
and find out every thing which has a tendency
to bring on a gloomy night, lamenting before
God with deep humility and penitence of heart,
and diligently lubor to reform. Let the people
firive to find out whatever miftakes they have
run into ; whatever duties they have negleéted;
whatcver has been amifs in their temper and
conluét, and endeavour to reform without de-
lay. Let usall engage with allour hearts in pre-
fent incumbent duty : minifters labor faithfully
-1n difcharge of the various duties of their {unc-
tion, and the people encourage and fupport them
in it, with cheeifulnefs of heart. Let us care-
fully avoid that fpiritual price, which puffs up
the mind with vain conceit, and felf confidence;
that enthufiafm that leads the mind away from
the facred oracles, to follow the rovings of a
difordered imagination, as tie infallibie guid-
ance of the holy {pirit; and that {pirit of con-
tention with our brethren, of whatever name,
which griceves the fpirit of God, and deftroys
love and peace. 1f we are obliged to contend
carneftly for the truth, let us do 1t in mecknels
and love, never returning railing for railing.

4. 1 would take the liberty tofuy a few words
to thofe who diflike the prefent work, and are
turned oppofers. I efteem it the higheft of un.
charitablcnefs, to treat ail who oppofe this work
as oppofers of the life and power of reiigion,
"Thofe whotake different views cf the fame ob-
jeét, form different opinions about it, 2nd con.
fequently obferve a different conduct with rela-
tion to it. I believe fome of the {incere friends
of the work, have more efleCtually injurJéd it,
by unguarded cddrefles and rafh cenfures, than

thoft oppofers have by all they have faid and
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done. The Lord pity andforgive human weak.
nefs! It is poflible there may be fome who
would be pleafed and happy, could they be per.
{fuaded the prefent revival was a real revival of
true religion : but they {ee, or rather hear, of -
{o many things which appear to them incapable
of being reconciled to reafon or feripture, that
they cannot drasw the pleafing conclufion. As
to fuch, I would reccommend it to them honeft.
ly tolabour to divell thenifelves of all the preju-
dices thev have imbibed; to endeavour to
make all the allowances they realonably can for
human weaknefs ind miftakes; to pay no re.
gard to flying {tories, cipecially reports of thofe
who arc violent oppuolers; get acquairted swith.
wtone or two, but a number of tiie funjelts of
this work ; come near the objeét, view 1t 1m.
partiallv and on c¢very de, particularly try to
make vourielves acquainted with thofc tivings,
the report of which, has given yvou tlie greateft
difguft. Then you may probubly {ee reafon
to believe it to be u work of divine grace, mayv
heartily own and encourage 1t, though vou may
not like feveral attending circamftances.  Per-
haps there never has been a revival of religion
{ince the days of penticoft, free irom uli hlem-
ithes. You will not be dilpofed to deay the
charins of a beautiful lady, becaufe the has oie
or two ftains on her drefs.

Others are oppofers of this work, becaufe 1t
oppofes them. 1t oppolcs the religion of fome,
and will not let them reft. They think they
are chriftians, and know they are efteemed {o
by others. = 'They have long entertained hopes
of heaven and immortal glory; and have had
the reputation of worthy relpeétable members
of the church on earth. Shall they now give
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ul. all their hopes of heaven and reputation oa
earth ; and {et themfelves down as poor law
condemned, unconverted finners. This they
muft do, if thefe people ave in the right: 1if
theirs is truc rehigion, they are total ftrangers
toit. Here is fomething very hard to fwallow,
and equally hard to digeft. This makes them
with to find as many faults as they can, and {ets
themn to hunting for them with diligence.
‘They commonly prove too fuccefsful; they
tind {fome diforder 1in the worfhip of thele peo-
plc, fomething that appears whimfical or enthu-
hattic, fome wrong fentiments, or fome irregu-
larity of conduét. This greatly comforts their
hearts, and ~ives them a violent hatred to the
new religio They purfue it bitterly, as a 1an
purfueshis . ¢cmy. They do not mourn over
thefe {auits of their fellow creatures, they ufe
no means to reclaim them; but frequently men-
tion their faults with bitternefs, and triimph.
If anv of tnis defcription are now hearing me,
let me advifc you my friends, {erioully to paule
and coufider what you are about. Are vou not
oppofing a work of God’s in defei.ce of your
own folie hopes ; have you any feriptural cvi-
dence that you have any better religion than
this youarc oppoling : do you feel the exercile
of it in your hearts, and do you manifelt it 1n
your lives? Perhaps vou are offended at fome
expreMng an afitrance of tucir gracious ftate,
aud think it nothing but pride and dclution. I
you can live without ailiirance, 1s it not a {troag
arenmoent that you wmie vort of the fear of God ¢
st muartee of oflfence to vou, that thole who
arc Juibifiesd, adsoted, and fanétified, thould
have atvrance of Gud’s iove, peace of eonfel-
ence, wudjoy in the Holy Ghott?
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This work oppoles the vices of others, and
therefore they cannot Lear it. It fheds a glare
of light upon their confcience that is intolera-
ble. They were living {fecure and eafy in fin:
hoping they 1{hould have peace, though they
add drunkennefs to thirft, and committed other
open iniquitics. ‘The dotrine preached among
this people, 1s {o terrible : it reprefents fin as
fo great an evil, my conduél {o very finful, the
anger of God {o itolerable, hell fo awful;
that if it is true, I am undonz ior ever.” This
ftirs up the mind and fets it 1n {fearch of falfe
doctrines, of delufions, of Llunders in pro-
feflors, of hypocrites, of'any thing that will un-
dervalue the work, cafe the confcience, and
embolden the mind in {in. I.ct me afk fuch,
is it worfe to be repenting, forfaking fin, flying
from the wrath to come, cryingtor mercy, hear-
ing fermons, praying andlingingpraifes to God ;
and even to Ipend whole days and nights at thefc
exercifes; than'in debauchery, curfing and
lvvearing, drinking aad revelling, gaming -and
cheating, quarrelling and {ighting, or even fid-
dling and dancing ¢ If the meflfenger, decath
ihould be fent for you, which of thefe fcenes.
would you rather be cngaged in? From which
would you rather ftep out of time and appcar
at the bar of a holy God ! If the former, flop:
you are not only oppofing this work, but you
arc oppofing the light of your own confcience,
and fighting againft your own fouls. Whether
thele people be right, or no, you arc certainly
wrong ; you are flnners not only condemned by
the doltrine they preach, and which 1s found
m facred writ, butaiio by your own confciences,
At leaft let thefe peopie alone @ turn your at-
iention to yourielves, and feek falvation in earn-
eft, or you are undone forever,

\
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5. Let us minifters, as well as others, hon-
eftlvy enquire into our own miftakes, our omof-
fions of duty, and our errors in conduét. Let
us realize the great danger of provoking the
Lord to withdraw his divine influences, and
lcave us and our people in darknefs. If in any
places, or in any meafure, he has forfaken us
and difowned our labors, let us enquire with
humble and fincere hearts, whether it be not
our faults; and ifit1is, let us repent, confefs,
forfake and reform. Inflead of giving ourfelves
up todefpondency and difcouraging complaints,
let us in humblc dupendence on divine grace,
exert all our powers to promote a clearer know-
lecige, and a more rational, fcriptural, deep,
foleman and abiding fenfe of true praétical reli-
z1on on our hearts,

Since this work began, I have heard much
faid of, and againft oppofers: hutlet us, who
profefs to be frienas toit, take heed left we our-
fclves make not the moft fuccefsful oppofition
to this gracious and glorious work of God. If
we flacken in the work, If we leave the altar
and ferve mammon, if we get to running after
new notions, if we give ourfelvesup to defpond-
cnces, if we are firenuous to-defend every cir-
cumftance attending this work, as if eflential to
1t ; if we fpencl our time in cenfuring others, of
biting and devouring cne another, if we repre-
fent all as oppofers of true religion, who are nor
pleafed with every thing, and pronocunce darnna-
tion upon them, we moflt effeftualy injure the
caufe ourfelves. In my opinion, all the oppo-
fers on earth or hel! will never ftop the work or
prevent its happy cileéls, if we do not contri-
bute our part tc the oppolition.

[
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Ietus beunited in chrilian love and affe&li-
on. like a band of brothe: s il engaged in pur-
fuit of enc great objeét. the promotion of the
kingdom of Cod's erace. Lzt us ftudy to pre-
{erve unity in the faith, as much as poflible : be
of onc mind and of one heart. .

My opinion is, that the fcheme of do&rines
commonly called THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE.
The {cheme of dotrine that produced the re-
formation from the great apoftacy, that was
fupported and defended by the reformers, that
is found in the confeffions of the reformed
churches of Germany, of the United Nether-
lands, of Bohemia, of Scotland, of Iingland,
&ec. that has praduced every noted revivalffom
the rcformation to the prefent day, and which
we have adopted at our licenfure or ordination
1s entitled to great refpe€t. I do not prctcn&
tojuftify every fentiment, much lefs every ex.
preflion, of thefe firft reformers; yet I will fay,
that every different fcheme which has fallen un-
der my notice, while I was capable of invelling
them, has appeared to me deficient or felf-in-
confiftent. This fcheme has been examined
by the ableft men, arnd has ftoorl the teft for hun.
dreds of years, and I think wil! until the great
burning day. There have been revivals where
other dotrines have been mixed with thele
but thefe have been taken into, and make anef-
fential part of every fuceefsful fcheme.

If 1 am rightly informed, when the prefbyte.
rians in England forfook this {yftem, religion:
among them foon languifhed, and their partic.
ular churches funk into contempt, and uimoft
into nonexiftence. In fomne of them the old
fyftem was revived, and the doétrines of grace

“again preached ; on which thefe churches argfe
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almoft from the dead aqd becrme Burithing {o.-
ciciles. 1hce eltabiiliea cehurches of Fngland
and Irelanc. hew did they lofe whe ipirit of pie-
tv when theic dedtrines we. ¢ roinauifhied !
Burt a few years ugo, when a numbcs of minif
ters revived the ancient fyltem. the life and
owver of religion agatin appearcd tinong them.
Faus it has been...and thus 1 think it will be,
whenover thc rxeeriment 1s trizd,

In the beginning of tiic Americanrevolution,
what v ifdom was there in the American coun-
ciis, and i thesr dewerminations! How deeply
and wifely did they inveftigate the righ's ofinen
and the prineiples of gevernment ! Wasit be-
caufe they were begter and wifer men thanever
exifted before? No: but becaufe they knew
that on the princjples they then adopted, and
the line of condué¢t they then purfued, depend-
ed their political falvation : that they were to
live or die by thefg principles. The neccflity
of thefe circumftances make. them wife and
faithful, \When this neceffity was removed,
indcpendence eftablilhed and peace obtained,
they foon began to jar and clath ; one adopted:
one {vtem and anotheranother; and the Amer-
icans did not appear to be wifer than other peo-
sle. In a fimilar {ituation werethe firltreformers.

y the principles of religion” which they 1lien
adopted they were to die. They therefore la.
hored thoroughly to examine-every urticle, to
try them by the written waord, and take nothing
upon truft. When this nééeflity was removed,
mcn ran into various errors.and inconfiftencies;
and often do fo flill, to the great corruption of
the truth, dithenor of rcligion and injury of the
fouls of men. But I think, ‘whenever reiizion
reveves and flourifhes, there is a recurrence to
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firlt principles, and the ancient {vilem of doc-
trine again comes mnto credic. 1 do not mean
that we fhould be confined to ancient {yflems
and not inquire and judge for ourfelves. This
we ought to do ; but do 1t with proper modefty,
deliberation and diligence : and never try to dif-
tinguifh ourfelves by advancing new notions,
poorly digcfted, and but half underftood. LEf-
pecially {hould innovations in dotrine e avoid-
e, as much as poflible ina time of revival;
for they naturally tend to check a revival, by
turning the fpirit of it into a {pirit of difputation.
They {et the minds of men in motion to find out
arguments for and againft the new opinions,
and thereby turn off the attention from the ‘one
thing needful, ind deftroy the life and power
of godlincfs ; at leafl it deftroys that mutual love
and confidence that fhould unite the hearts of
chriftians, and efpecially chriftian minifters.

My dear brethren, it 1s very probable that
thisis the laft ttime I {thall ever addrefs you, in
the charaéter of « Moderator of any of your ju-
dicatures ; therefore indulge me a little longer
in venting the affeélionate feelings of my heart.
I would acknowledge with fenfibility, that you
have fo many vears treated me with that re-
{pect which is due toa father in the church:
and though I have been confcious of the weak-
nefs of a younger brother, I have felt, and do
feel fomething of that afletionfor vou,and anx-
1ous care for your happinefs, credit and ufeful-
nefs that becomes a father.

Theevidence I have had, amidft the infirm.
ities incident to human nature, of vour taith-
fulnefs and integrity,cfpecially intranfaéltiag the
bufinefs of our ceclefiaftical courts, has given
me peculiar {atisfaction. Go on with mcreafing
faithfulnefs and wifdom. Through the mofit
unmerited goodacefs of God, ve have had fomece
“times of refrethment from the prefence of the

E



Lordl T congeatulate you on this acceunt, and
call upon you to join in giving thanksand puaife
to a God of infinite love, that he has condeicen..
ded in any meafure to own and blefs the labors
Fluchunworthycreatures as weknow ourfelves
tobe. Let former inftances of his goodnels cn-
courage your hearts to perfevere in the way of
your duty ; and endeavor to go'on with incres.
ling diligence and faithfulnefs. Iua little while
I'thall go hence, and' the place which knows
me now will know me no more: but th- ‘hought
that when I am laid in the filent grov - you will
Hurvive, and be laboring to prom  ae king-
dom of God’s grace and the falvation of preci-
ous fouls, is a pleafing, comfortable thought to
me under the decline of nature. )
ndeavour to improve yourfelves in know-
ledge as far as you can ; and efpecially in the
knowledge of the facred fcriptures and the hu-
man heart. ‘This you'thould do not only for
the benefit of others, that you may be mafter-
builders, who need not be athamed, rightly di-
viding the word of truth; but alfo for your
own perfonal benefit : that you may know and
do the will of God, that you may imbibe more
and more of the chriftian temper, and be more
fully caft into the gofpel mould. The know-
ledge that minifters fhould fearch for, thould be
all pralical, or fublervient fomehow to holy
prattice. The reformation oftheir own hearts
and lives, and thofe of their fellow men, thould
be the great obje€ts of all their ftudies and la-
~ bors. Leave other things to other men : leave
‘agriculture and the mechanic arts to farmers
and mechanics : leave war and the government
of nations to foldiers and politicians,and attend
chiefly to the reformation of the principles and
srattices of mien, and the falvation of their
1ou's. Improve in knowledge, while you are
capable ofit, left youfthould, as 1 have done,



dament the want ofit, when 1t 1s too late. Do
not let ftraited circumfitances, or any other con-
{ideration, mduce you to entertain your peo-
ple with empty, loofe, indigefted harangues in
your ftated public adrefles to them. Avoid
this as fur as you poflibly can. It has been a
great fatisfaction to me, fince the prefent re-
vival, to find that my brethren have {fo gener-
ally avoided this method, that they were care-
ful to fill their difcourfes with ufeful im.
portant matter. I rejoiced the more in this,
becaufe in times of revival the temptation tothis
method is very ftrong ; and when minifters give
way to it, they thereby fuftain «n injury which
they fcarcely recoverall their days.

Endeavour as well and as faft as vou can,
in prefent circumftances, to train up a pious,
{enfible, prudent and learned miniltrv. You
know my {entiments are not fo rigid as fome, a-
bout what is cailed a liberal education :-yet i
am fully perfuaded of the utility and import-
ance of learning ; of much more learning
than moft of us are poflefled of. None comi-
plain that this food is bitter, but thoic who ne-
ver tafted it.  Should the ?rcibyterians adopt
‘the fame plan in this refpeét, that fome other
focieties have done, and thould it thereby be-
come general, 1t would undoubtediy be a great
Injury, not only to our church, but to oty
churches alfo, to the general intereft of chriili-
anity. Many preachers who neglect learning,
-and fome who feem to difpife it, and underva.
lue thofe who poflefs it, are themielves indebi-
ed to thelearned for the advantages they enjuy.
Had all been of their opinion, and acted on
their principle, we and they fhould have been
fitting together in heathen darknefs this day.

If you fhall at any tiine be cvil fpoken of,
whether by profefled fricnds or avowed foes,
whether they be of the fame or a different de-
nomination ; whether they be atheifls, deills,



or chriftians, firt cnquire honeftly, whether
their charges againdt you are jult or not. If
juidt, receive the reproof as from a friend, and
form  without delay. If unjuft, never feek’
to be revengaed, nor retaiiate 1n kind, live the
flander out of countenance, and think no more a.
boutit. Sect your faces like a flint, and perie-
vere in {pite of every difliculty and difcourage.-
ment in that greatand truly honourableemploy-
ment to which ycu are called.

Think but little of worldiy dignity, and {eek
not to be called of men Rabbi. 'The true dig-
nity of a golpel minifter is diligence, faithful.
nels, meeknefs and love,aChrift like temper and
condu¢t, and many feals to his miniftry. It
does not confift in fine horfes, clothes, houfes,
fur:iture or founding titles. It does not confift
in Leing fkilled in the arts of war, in being great
politicians or wife flatefimen ; Lut in the know-
ledge of the facred feriptures, and {kill to divect
mei to heaven and immortal giory. 11‘: 2 word,
the true dignity of a goibe! minifler, 15 to be
like the defbisd Nazorene,

Be ve iaid:ifel unto death, and you fhail re-
ceive a crown of hfe.  Inalittle time you foall
furmoant every difficulty, vou ikall conquer
cvery foe.  Sinand all its terribie efie€ls 1hall
Lo lor ever Cone away, all the weaknclies, the
pons, the labors  the toils, and the vancus
tenmitatinss of life 1hall for cver ceafe—You
fLall ot down with Abrabiam, dazc and Jacob,
in the kingdom of heaven, nzxd.ipg’i}d a hﬁ{PP.’f
and glorious eternity in the full {ruition of God,
In thofe regions of perfeét purity and peace; I
hope and exp=¢€t to find an humbic icat among
you. fit for onc who is lefs than the leaft of ali
faints ; and {pend an eternity in celebrating the
wonders of redeeming love, and adoring all the
perfections of the Deity. I'would now collett
all the powers of my foul, and bid you an aflec-
tionate farewell! Finallv, my brethren, farewell !

THE LND,
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