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|SLAVERY

E rgconsisTeNT wiTH JusTice AND 900D POLICYs

WM HERE is an im>ortant queftion now lye

1 ing before the public, which will prohably
8 be confidere ] by our approaching Convention 3
Tviz. Waecher Slavery is cofit:nt with jutticg
and good policy ? Buat before this is anfwered,
it may be necellury to enquire, whata Slave is §

A Scave is 2 human cz2ature made by law
the proparty of another human creature, an
recuced by mere powver o an abfolute uncone
ditional fubjection to his will. |

Tris definitior: will be allowed to be juft,
with only this one exception, that the law doeg
W not leave the life and the limbs of the Slave en<
B trely in the mafters power : and from it may
1 be iniered feveral melancholy truths, which will
{ Include a fufficient anfwer to she main queftion;

~ Inorder to aright view of this fubject, Iwould
obferve that there are fome cafes, where a man
may jultly be made a (lave by law. By vicious
Renduct he may forfeit his freedom ; he may forw
kit his Lifs. Where this is the cale, and the
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fafety of the publick may be fecured by reducing
the offender to a ftate of flavery, it will be
gight ; it may be an act of kindnefs. 1In no
other cafe, if my concegtions are jufty can it be
vindicated on principles of jultice or humanity,

As creatures of Gop we are, with refpect to
Jiberty, all equal. If one has asight 1o live
among his fellow creatures, and enjoy his
freedom, fo has another : it one has a right to
enjoy that property he acquires by a2n honcft in-
duflry, fo has another. If I by ferce take that
from another, which ke has a juft right 10 ac-
¢ording to the law of nature, (which is a divine
law,) which he has ncver forfeited, and to
which be bas never relinquithed his claim, I
am certainly guilty of injuftice and robhery ;
and when the thing taken is the man’s lilerty,
when itis himfelf, it is the greateft injuflice.
I injure him much more, than if I rcbbed him
of his property on the high-way, In this cafe,
it does not belong to hin to prove a negative,
but to me to prove that fuch forfeiture lias been
made ; becaule; if ichas not, he is certainly (il
the proprietor. All he has to dois to thew the
infufficiency of my proofs,

A Spave claims his freedom ; e pleads that
he is a2 man, that he was by nature free, that
he has not forfeited his freedom,nor relinquithe
it. Now unlefs his malter can prove that he 15
not 2 man, that ke was not born {ree, or that
he has forfeited or relinquithed his frecdom, he
muft be judoed free, the juftice of his claim mult
be acknowledged. His being long deprired of
this right, by torcz or fraud, does hot z..:hate
it ; it remams ;¢ is full bis right,  When \I
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fob a man of his property, T leave him his It
berty, and a capacity of acquiring and poflefling
more property ; but when I deprive him of hié
Lberty, I alfo deprive him of this capacity ;
(hcregore I do hiin greater .njury, when [ de-
prive him of his liberty, than vhen I rob him
of his property. It is in vain for me to plead
that [ have the {anction of law ; for this makes
the injury the grea-er, it arms the community
againft him, and makes his cafe delperate,

TF my definition cf a Slave is true, heis a
rational creature reduced by the power of legie
flation to the ftaie of a brute, and thereby de-
prived of every privilege of humanity, except as
above, that he may miniiter to the eale, luxury,
luft, pride, or avarice of another, no better than
himielf,

Wt caly want a law enzcted that no owner
of 4 brute, nor other perfon, fhould kill or dif.
mamnber ity and then in law the cafe of a Slave
and a brute 1s in moft relpelts parallel ; and
where they differ, the ftate of the brute is
to be prefered, T're brute may fical or rob,
to fupnly bis munger ; the law doees not con-
demn him ro die for his cfence, it cnly permits
his death 5 butthe Slave, thouch in the moft
flarving condition, dare vot do =ither, on pee
na.ty of death or fome tevere punithment,

Is there any need of arguments to prove,
that it s in a biph decree unjut and cruel, to
redace ons human creature o fuch an abyect
wretched frate as this, tha: ke may mimfler to
the cafe, luxury or avarice 6f anoihes ! Has not

that
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that other the fame right to have him reduced
¢o this ftate, that he may minifter to his intee
geft or pleafure ! Oa what is this ri ight found.
ed ! Whence was it derived ! Did it come
from heaven, from earth, or from hell ? i:as
the great king of heaven, the abtolute fovereign
difpoler of all men, given this extraordinray
right to wnite men over bluck men ! . here
ts the charter ! In whofe hunds is it lodged ?
i.et it be produced, and read, that we may know
our privilege.

. 'Trvus reducing men is an indignity, a degrae
dation to our own nature. Had we not loft 2
true fen'e of its wordh and dignity, we fhould
bluth to fee it corverted into brutes. We thould
b,'qih‘to fee our houles filled, or furrounded with
cattle, in our ocwn (ha;.:cs. We thould louk
upon it to be a fouler. a blacker ftain, than that
awith which the vertical funs have tinged the
blood of Africa,  When we plead for tlavery,
ave plead tor the difgrace and ruin of our own
pature,  If we are capuble of it, we way ever
after cl:im kindred with the brutes, and ree
Rounce our own fuperior dignity,

From our definition it will appear, that a
Slave is a creature made after thie image of (yod,
and accountab e to him for the maintenance of
innocence and purity 3 but by law reduced to a
hiablene!s to be debauched by men, without any
profpect or hope of redrefs,

THAT a Slave is made after the image of
God no chriftan will deny ; thata Slave is b=
folutely fubjected to be dcbauched by men, ;s




fo apparent frém the nature of Tavery, that %
needs no proot. This is evidently the une
happy cale of fema'e flaves ; a numnber of whomi
have been remarkable for their chaftity and
modefty. 1f the r mafter attempts their chattis
ty, they dare neither refft, nor complain. If
. another man thould make the attempr, though

* fefiflance may not be fo dangerous, comgplaints
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§ are equally vain., They cannot be heard in
their own defence ; their teftimony cannot be
admitted. T e injurious perfon has a right to
be heard, may ac.ufe the innocent fufferer of
malicious flander, and have her feverely chafe
t.(ed. |

A VIRTUOUS woman, and ¢irtuous Affricans
o doubt there are, efteems her chaftity above
every other thing ; fome bave preterred it even

o their lives : then forcibly to deprive her of
his, is treating her with the greateft injuftice
‘T herefore, fince law leaves the chattity of a fes
male Slave enurely in the power of her mafter,
gnd greatly in the power of others, it permits
this injultice ; it provides no remedy ; it res
¢ fufes to redrefs this infufferabl: grievance ; it
;’Jcnies even the fmall privilege 0! complaini.-g,.
| FroM our definitior, it will follow, that a
tSlave is a foee moral agent legally deprived of
ree agency, and obliged to a& according to the
‘will of another free agent of the fame fpecies ¢
and yer he is accountable to s creator for the
ufe he makes of his own free agency.

| WHEN a2 man, though he can exift indepe:e
dent of another; cannot actindependent of him,
| . his
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his 2ger.cy muft depend upon the will of that
ether; and theiefore be is deprived of his o' .
free agency : and yet, asa free agent, heis ac-
countable to . maker for all the deeds done 1n
the body. This comes to pafs through a great
cmiffion and inconfiftency in the legilature.
Uhey -ughte farther to have enacted, in crder
to have been confiltent, that the Slave thould
not have been acccuntable for any of his ac-
tions ; but that his malter (hiould have anfwera
¢d for him in all things, here and herealter.

TuaT a Slave has the capacities of a free
moral agent will be allowed by all. That he
is, in many inftanices, deprived by law of the
exercife of thefe powers, evidently appears from
his fituation. That he is accountable to his
maker for his conduct, will be allowed by thofe,
‘who do not believe that human legiflatures are
omnipotent, and can free men from this allegie
ance and {ubjection to the king of heaven.

THE principles of conjugal love and fidelity
in the breaft of a virtuous pair, of natural zffece
tion in parents, and a fenfe of duty in children,
are infcribed there by the finger of God ; they
are the laws of heaven : but an inslaving law
directly oppoles themn, and virtually forbids obe-
dience., The relation of hufband and wife, of
pu-cat and chiid, are forraed by divine authori-
ty, and founded on the laws cf nature. But 1t
35 in the power of acruel maflter, and often of 2
ncedy creditor, to break thefe tender connex-
icns, and forever to feparate (hvefe dearcft rela-
tives, This is ever done, in fact, at the callof |

\

interelt or humour, The poor fuffercrs may 3
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expoftulste ;3 they may plead ; may plead with
tears ; their hearts imay break 5 but all in vain,
“The laws of nature are violated, the tender
ties are diffolved, a final {eparation takes place,
iand the duties ot thefe retations can no lonhger

be perfonsied, wor ther comferis enjoyed,
Would thefe Slaves perform the daries of haf-
bar's and wives, parents ard childree ¢ The
{Lw difables them, it puis it aliogether out of
their power.

H
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Ix thefe cafes, it is evident that the Jaws of
nature, or the laws of man, are wrong ; and
which, none will be at a lofs to ', The
divine law fays, Whom Geud hath joined to=-
gether, let no man put afunder : the law of man
fays, to the mafter of the Slave, Though the
divine law has joined them together, you may
put them afunder, when you pleafe. The di-
vine law fays, Train up your child in the way
he fhould go : " the law of mun fzys, You fhall
not train up vour child, but as your mafter
thiks proper. The divine law fays, Honcur
your father and mother, and obey them in all
things : but the law of man fays, Honour and
tbey your maiter it all things, and your parents
juft as far as he {hall dircct you,

SHouLp a mafter commard his Slave to fteal
orrob, aud e thould prefume to difobey, he is
lable to fuffer every extremity of punithment,
fhort of death or amputation, from the hand
o his malfter ; at the fume time he is able toa
pun fiment equally fevere, if not death itfelf,
Bheuld he cbey.  He is boand by law, if his

malter
"
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mafter pleafes, to do that, for which the law
condemns him to death,

ANOTHER corifequenice of our definition s,
That a Slave, bsing a free moral agent, and an
accountable creature, is a capable fubject of re-
ligioii and morality ; but deprived by law of the
means of inftruction in the doctrines and duties
of morality, any farther than his mafter pleafes,

It is in ihe power of the mrafter to deprive
him cf all the means of religious 2nd moral in-
ftruction, either in private or i public, Some
mafters huve actvally exercifed this power, and
reftrained thai Slaves fvem the means of in.
ftruction, by ine torror of the luth, Slaves
have not opportunity, at their own difpofal, for
inftructing converfation § it is put out of their
power to learn to read ; and their mafiers may
reftrain themy from other means of infurmation,
Mafters defignedly keep their Sfaves in igno-
rance, left they (hould become too kmowing to
anfwer their felfifl purpofes ; and oo "wile to
reft ezfy i their degraded fituation, 1Im this
cafe, the law operates fo av to artfwer zn end
directly oppofed to the preser end of all law,
1t is pointed againft every thing dear to them
again(t the principal end of their exiftence, It
fupports, in a land of religious liberty, the fe-
vereil perfecutions ; and may operate {o as to-
taily to rob maltitudes of their religious privilie
ges, and the rights of confcience.

I my definition is jult, a Slave is on¢
who is bound to fpend his life in the fers

vbee of znother, to whom he owes no?.thin%,d ”A
u
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under no obligation ; whe is not legally bound
to find him victuals, clothes, medicin:, or any
other means of prefervation, fupport, ur ¢ome
fort.

THAT a Slave is bound to fpend his life ifA
 the fervice of his mafter no one will difpute 3
~and that he is notindebted to his mafter, is un-

der no obligations to him, is alfo evident, How
- can he poflibly be indebted to him, who deprives
- him of liberty, property, and almoft every thing
dear to a human creature ! And all he reccives
is the bare means of fubfiftence ; and this not be-
ftowed, until he has earned it ; and then nct 1n
proportion to his labour ; nor out ¢f regard to
him, but for felfaith purpofes { This bare fup«
port the mafter is not bound by law to give ;
| but is left to be guided by his own intereft or
i humour : and hence the poor Slave often fallg
fhort of what is neceffary for the comfortable
| fupport of the body.

THE mafter is the enemy of the Slave ; he
has made open war againft him, and is daily
j carrying it on in unremitted efforts, Can any
| one then imagine, that the Slave is indebted to
his mafter, and bound to ferve him { Whence
{ 0 the obligation arife ! What is it founded’
Lupen 7 What is my duty to an enemy, that is
| arrying on war againft me ? I do not deny,
 but, in fome circumftances, it is the duty of the
dlave to ferve ; but it is a duty he owes him{elf
d not his mafter.  The mafter may, and of-
tn does, inflict upon him all the feverity of
Pnifhment, the human body is capable of bex .
RS 5 and the law fupports him in it : if be coes
B but
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but fpare his life and his limbs, he does rotj
complain ¢ none can hear and relieve him 5 hel§
has no redrels under heaven, |

WHEn we duly confider all thefe things, it}
mult appear unjuft to the lait degree, to forez al,
fellow creature, who has mever forteited his g
freedom, inte this wretched fitiation ; and §
confine him and his poflerity in this bottomlels §
gulph of wretchednefs for ever,  Where is the §
{ympathy, the tender feelings of humanity ! §
W here is the heart, that dces not melt at tiis §
fcene of woe ? Qr that is not fired with indig-
nation to fee fuch injuftice and cruelty counten- §
anced by civilized nations, and fupported by
the fanction of law ? |

Ir flavery is not eonfiftent with juftice, it
muft be inconfiftent with goed policy. Fer who ]
would venture to aflert, that it would be good §
policy, for us to ercct a public monument ot our
injuttice, and that injuftice is neceffary tor our
profperity and happinefs ! That old prover
that honefty is the belt policy eught not to be
defpifed for its age,

Bur the inconfiflency of flavery with good |
rolicy will fully appear, if we confider anotlier
confequence of our definition, viz.

A SLAvE is a member of civil feciety, bound
to obey the law of the land ; to which Jaws he
never cohitated 3 which partaily and fechly
protect his perfon ; which allow him ho pro-
perty ; from which h~ can receive no advan-
tape 3 and which chicly, as they relate to b1

WL
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were made to punith him. He is therefore
bound to fubmit to a government, to which he
owes no allegiance ; trom which he receives
great injury 3 and to which he is uwnder no ob-
ligations ; and to perform fervices to a fociety,to
which he owes nothing,and in whoft profperity
he has no intereft,

- Tuat he is under this gevernment, and
forced to fubmit to it, appears from his fuffera
ing the penalty of its laws, That hercceives
no benefit by the laws and govercment he is
under, is evident from their depriving himn of
his liberty and the means of happinefs. Though
they protect his life and his limbs, they confine
him in mifery, they will not fuffer him 1o fly
from it 5 the greateft favours they afford him
chiefly ferve to perpetuate his wretcnedncts,

He is then a member of fociety, who is, pro-
perly fpeaking, in a tate of war with his matter,
his civil rulers, and every free meinber of that
fociety. ‘They are all his declared ehemies
having, in him, made war upon almoft every
thing dear toa human creature, It is a per-

- petual war, with an avowed purpofe of ncver
- making peace. T"his war as it is unprovoked,

s, on the part of the Slave, properly defenfive,
Theinjury done himis much greater than whatis
generally efteemed a juft ground of war between
diiferent rations ; it is much greater than was
the caule of war between us and Uritain,

IT cannot be cenfitant with the principles of
good policy to keep a numerous, a growing

=,‘{bod}' of people among us, who add no threpgih

to
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to us in time of war ; who are under the ftronge 1
eft temptations to join an enemy, as it is {carce
poflible they can lofe, and may be great gainers,
by the-event ; who will count fo many againft 1
us in an hour of danger and diftrefs. A people,
whofe intereft it will be, when ever in their
power, to fubvert the governmem,_and throw, 9
21l into confufion. Can it be fate ? Can it be §
good policy ! Can it be our intereft, or the in-
tcreft of poftenty, to neurifh within our owr
bowels fuch an injured inveterate foe? A foe,
with whom we muft be ina itate of eternal war b
W hat havock would a handful of favages, n
conjunction with this domeftic enemy, make in
our country ! Efpecially at a period when the
main body of the inhabitants were (oftened by
Juxury and eafe, and quite unfettled for the
hardthips and dangers of war. Let us turn ouf;
eyes to the Weft-Indies ; and there learn the
melancholy effects of this wretched policy. We
may ther¢ read them written with the blood.
of thoufands, There you may fee the fable, let
me fay, the brave fons of Africa engaged in 2
noble conflict with their inveterate foes. T here
you may fee thoufands fired with a generous
yefentment of the greaieft injuries, and bravely
facrificing their lives on the altar of liberty.

In America, a Slave is a flanding monument
of the tyrzrny and incenfiflency of human go-
verhments,

Hr is declared by the united voice of Ame-
merica, to be by nature fice, and intitled tothe
privilege of aequiring and enjoying property =
and yet by laws paffed and inforced in thefe

- States,
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States, retained in (lavery, and difpofiefled of all
property and capacity of acquiring any., They
have furn.fhed a ftriking inftance .of a people
carrying on war in defence of principles, which
they are actually and avowedly deftroying by
Jegal force ; ufeing one mealure for themfelves
and another for their neighbours,

Every ftate, in order to gain credit abroad,
and confidence at home, and tc give proper
energy to government, thould ftudy to be con-
fitent ; their conduct thould not difagree with
their avowed rrinciples,nor be inconfiftent in its
feveral parts. Confittent juftice is the folid bafis.
on which the fabric of government will reft fe-
curely ; takethis away, and the building totters,
and is liable to fall before every blaft. It is, I
prefume, the avowed principle of each of us,
that all men are by nature free, and are ftill en-
titled to freedom, unlels they have forfeited it,
Now, after this is feen and acknowledged, to
enact that men fhould be flaves, againft whom
we have no evidence that they have forfeited
"their right ; what would it be, but evidently to
fly in our own face ; to contradict ourfelves ; to

- proclaim before the world our own inconfiften-
¢y ; and warn all men to repofe no confidence
- inus ? After this, what credit can we ever ex-
pect ? What confidence can we repofz in each
other } If we generally concur in this nefarious
deed, we defiroy mutual confidence, and break
every link of the chain that thould bind us to-
gether,

ARE we Rulers ? How ¢an the neonle con-
fide in us, after we have thus openly declared

1.,
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that we are capable of enflaving mankind in dx

1ect contradiction to our own avowced prmcx.g
pics ! What confidence in legitlators, who aref
capable of declaring their conflituents all
men in one breath ; and, in the next, enactiugg
them all flaves ¢ In one breath, declaring thag
tlicy have a right to acquire and pofivfy nroper-§
ty ;5 and, in el e next; that they thall neither ac.j8
quire nor poilels it, durmgtheu exiitence here’}
Can T truft ny hle my hberty, my property in
fuch hands s thefe ? Will the colour of my
fhin prove a fufficient defence againt their in-
juftice and cruchy £ Will the particular circums
flance of my anccitors being born in Europe,
and not in Affrica, detend me? Will i‘rra'ght
hair defend me againft the blow that falls fo

heavy on the woolly heac !

that we are void of truth and fincerity ; andy

Ir I am a difhonelt man, if gain is my God,
and this may be ncquxred by fuch an unrmhre-
ous law, 1 may rejoice to find it enacted ; but
I never can bclievc that the }eglﬂatoxs were}
honelt men ; or repole the leaft confidence inf§
them, when their own intereft would Icad them]
to betray it. 1 never can truft to the integrity|
of that judge, who can fit upon the feat of jul-§
tice, and pafs an unnbhteous judgment, becmfe
it is agreeable to law ; when that law itfelf|
contrary to the light and law of nature,

WiHLRE no cenfidence can be put in men of]
public truft, the excrcife of goverument mu’i
be very une.afy, ahd the condition of the peopic)
extremely wretched,  We may conclude, witd
the utmoft certzinty, that it woald be bad policy
to reduce matters to this unhanpy fituation, .

SLAYLR K¢
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s SLAVERY naturally tends to fap the founda
1 tions of moral, and confequently of political
+ yirtue ; and virtue is abfoluzely neceffary for
i the happinefs and profperity of a free people.
f Slavery produces illenefs ; and idlenefs is the
| nurfe of vice, A viciols commonwealth is a
§ building erccted on quick-fand, the inhabitan:s
§ of which can never abide in fafety,

Younc Getitlemeh, who ought to be the
§ honour and tupport of the State, when they
have in profpect an independent fortune confift-
3 ing in land and flavis, which they can eafily de-
§ volve on a faithful overfeer or fteward, become
the moft ufelefs and infignificaht members of
fociety. ‘There is no confining them to ufeful
ftudies,or any bufinels that will fit them for ferva
ing the public. They are empioyed in fcenes
§ of pleafure and ditfipation.  They corrupt each
othier ; they corrupt the morals of all around
fthem : while their {laves, even in tithe of peace,
are far from being equally ufeful to fociety with
‘the faine number of free men ; and, in time of
war, are to be confidered as an enemy lodged
§ Within our walls, I fald they were ufelefs in.
§fignificant members of fociety, 1 fhould have
[faid more; I fhould have f2id, they are intole-
§rable nuifanezs, pernicicus pefts of fociety. I
meah not to reproach men of fortune : | mean
Jonly topoint out the natural tendency of flavery,
in crder to thew, hew incenfiftent it is with
fgood policy,

Tue profperity of a country depends upon
the indultry of its inhabitants ; idlenefs will
| o Producs
s
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produce poverty: and when flavery bcctarmeg‘
common, induftry finks into difgrace, To la« |

-bour, is ?o flave ; to work, is to work itk a Ne-

groe . and this is difgraceful ; it levels us with |

‘the meaneft of the fpecies ; it fits hard uporn the

mind ; it cannot be patiently born,  Youth are |
-hereby tempted to idlenefs, and drawn into |
other vices : they fee no otlier way to keep their §

credir, and acquire fome little importance, T his

-renders riem, like thele they ape, nmfances of ¢
fociety, It frequently tempts them to gaming, |
theft, robbery, or forgery ; for which they often §
end their days in difgrace on the gallows, Since |
“every ftate muft be fupported by induftry, it is |
“exceedingly unwife to admit what will inevita- }
‘bly fink 1t inte difgrace : and that this is the }
“tendency of {lavery is known from mutter of §

- fact,

SLAVERY natu;ally tends to deftroy all ienfe |
“of juftice and equity. It puffs up the mind with }
~pride ; teaches youth a habit of looking down

“upon their fellow creatures with contempt, ef.

teeming them as dogs or devils, and imagining }

themf(elves beings of fuperior dignity and iw.

-portance, to whom all are indebted. Thisb.- |
ntithes the idea, and unqualfies the mind for the |
s practice of eommon juftice. 1If I have, all my |

days, been accuft..med to live at the expence of
2 black wian, without making him any compen-
fation, or confidering myfelf at ali in his debe, |

cannot think it any great crime to live at the |

expence of a white man, If [ can rob a biack

- man without guilt, 1 (hall contract no grea
guilt by.robbing a whire man, It I have been
longaccuflomed to think a black rman was mn;ie
for

F




A— T %Y

for me, T may eafily takeit into my head to thini
fo of a white man. If I have no fenfe of obe
iigati~ to du juiite 10 a black maa, [ can have
little to dojuftice to a white man. In this cafe,
the tinge of our {kins, or the place of our nati-
vity, can muke butlitthe difference. If 1 am in
arinciple a friend ro flavery, I cannot, to becon.
fiitent, think it any crune to rob my country
of it’s property or treedom, whenever my inte-
reft calls,and 1 find itin my power.  If | make
any difference here, it muft be owiiig to a vici=
ous education, the force of prejudice, or pride
of heart. If in principle a friend to flavery, I
cannot feel myfelf obliged to pay the debt due
to my neighbour. if 1 can wrong him of all
his poffeflions, and avoid the law all 15 well,

T

Tue defiructon of chaftity has a natura)
tendency to intreduce a number of vices, that
are very pernicious to the intereft of a common-
wealth ; and slavery much conduces to deftroy
chaftity, as it puts fo greata number of femaleg
entirely in the power ot the other fex ; againft
whom they dare not complain, on peril of the
lath ; and many of whom thcy dare not refit,
Tlis vice, this bane of focicty, has already be-
come {o common, that itis fcarcely cfteemed a
difzrace, in the one fex, and that the one that is
renerally the moft criminal.  Let it become as
Liile difgraceful in the othes, and there is an end
to anmeltick tranquility, an end o the publie
profL . rity,

I'r is veceffary to our national profpciity, that
the eftates of the inhabitants of the couniry be
greatly proauctive. Bui perhaps noeftates. poflef-

fed



{ed inany part of theworld,are lefs productive than
thofe which confift in great numbers of slives,
In fuch eftates their will be old and decripit
men and women, breeding women, and little
chilaren : all muft be maintained. They labouy
only from fervile principles, and theretore nay
to equal advantage with free men.  They will
labour as little, they will take as litile care, as
they poflibly can. When their ma.ntenance 1s§
deducted from the fruit of their labour, enly af

finall pittance remains for the owner.  Hence
many, who are proud of their eftaies, and en-§
vied for their wealth, areliving in poverty, and|
immerfed in debr.  Here are large efates to be
taxed ; but fmall incomes to pay the taxes.§
“This, while it gives us weight in the fecale of}}
the Unicn, will make us groan under the Lur-§
den of our own imporiance,

PuT all the above coniiderations together, B
and it evidently appears, that slavery is ncither§
confiftent with juftice ror good policy. Thefe}
are confiderations, one would think, fufficient ta §
filence every objection ; but 1 forefee, notwith- §
ftanding, that a number will be made, fome of §
which have a formidable appearance, '

It will be faid, Negroes were made slaves b,y |
Jaw, they were converted into property by an
act of the legislature ; and under the fanction
of that law I purchafed thern ; they therefors |
became my property, I have a legal claim 10 |
them. To repi.. this law, to annih late slavery, |
would be violently to deftroy what I legally pur-
chafed with my money, or inherit from my fa-
ther, Jt would be equally unjult with dit, of- |
fetling l
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tMing me of my horfes, cattls or any otherfhaq
cies of property. ‘To cifpofiefs me of their off«
fpring would be injuftice equal to difpoffefling
me of the anuual profits of my eflate.  This 18
zn important pbjection ; and it calls for a feri-
cus aunfwer,

Tuz matter feems to ftand thus : many years
ago, men, being deprived of their natural right
to freedon, and made slaves, were by law cona
verted into property. This law, it is true, was
wrong, it eftablithed iniquity ; it was againit
the law of humanity, common fenfe, reafon and
confcience. It was, however, a law j and un.
der the fanction of it, a number of meh, re-
gardiefs of its iniquity, purchaled tlefe Slaves,
and made their feilow men their property.

THE queftion is concerning the liberty of a
man. The man himfelf claims it as his own
property. He pleads that it was originally his
ovwn, that he has never forfeited, ner alienated
it; and therefore by the common Jaws of juflice
and Lumanity, itis flill his own, T'be purcha-
fer ot the Slave claims the fame propeity. He
pieads that he purchafed it under the fanéticn of
a law, enadted by the Jeg flature ; and therefore
It became his, Now the queftion is, who has
the beft claim ! Did the property in queflion,
beleng to the legiflature? Wasit velted in them,
If legiflatures are pefleffed of fuch property s
tius, may another never exitt | No individual
of thewr conftituents cculd claim it as his ovn
inherent right ; it was not in them collectively ;
and therefore they could not convey to their re-
prefeatatives, Was it ever known that ajeopie
chole
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eliofe reprefentatives to create-and transfer this
kind of property ¢ The legislature were not,
they could not be poffefled of it ; and therctore
could n : transter it 1o another, they co:ld not §
gi-e what they themfelves hud not. Now does |
th's praperty belonz to him, who received 1p |
from a icgislature that had it net to give, and
by alaw thev had no rigchtto enact ? Or tothe |
original owner,who has never for feited, nor ali-
enatcd his ugh*? [f a law fhould pa(s for fel-
ling an inhocent man’s head, and 1 thould pur.
chafeit; have [, in confequence of thislawand
th's purchafe, a better clan to this man’s head
thati he has himfelf ?

To call our fellow men, who have not for- §
fcized, nor voluntarily refigned their liberty, our
property, s a grofs abfurdity, a contradiction to
common fenfe, and an indigiity to human na-
ture, ‘The owners of {uch slaves then are the
licenced rabliers, and not the juft proprictors,
of what they claim : freeing them is not de-
puv,nn them of property, ~but reftoring it to
the right owner 5 it 1s fuffering the uniawful
c.apuve to efcay e. It isnot wronging the maf-
ter, but doing juftice to the Slave, n,.itormg him
to himfelf, The mafter, it is true, is wronged,
he may fuffer and that greatly ; but this is his
own fault, and the fault of the iuslaving law

and no: of the law that does juftice tu the op-
prefled,

You fay, alaw of emancipation, weuld he
unjuft, becaufe it would dqrive men of their
property 1 but is their no injuilice on the other
fide ¢ Is no body intitled o juftice, but §! ave-

holoers !
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holders ? Let us confider the injuftice-on both
{ides ; and weigh them in an even ballarce. On
the one hand, we fee a man deprived of all prue
perty, of all capacity ¢o pofiefs pr-  rty, ot hie
own free agency, of the means of inftruction,
~of his wife, of his children, of almoft every
- thing dear to hint: on the other, a man de-~
prived of eighty or an hundred pounds,  Shall
we hefitate a moment to determine, who is the
greatelt fufferer, and who is treated with the
grearet injuitice ! The matter appears quiie
gliring, when we confider,that neither this man,
nor his parents had {inned, that h~ was borh to
thefe fuilerings 3 but the other fuflers altogether
for his own fin, and that of his prececeffors,
Such a law would only take away property, that
is 1I’s own property, and not ours; property
that has the fame right to poflefs us, as it’s
property, as we have to poflefls it ; property
that has the fame right to convert our children
into dogs, and calves, and colts, as we have to
convert theirs into thele beafts ; property that
may transfer our children to frangers, by the
fame right that we trahster theirs,

Human legislatores thould remember, that
chey act in fubordination to the great Ruler of
the uwmverfe, have no right to take the govern.
ment out of his hand, nor to enact laws contra-
ry to his 5 that if they fhould prefume to at-
tempt it, they cannot make that right, which
he has made wrong ; they cannot diflolve the
allegiance of his fubjects, & transfer it tothem-
felves, und thereby free the people fram their
obligations to obey thLiaws of nature. ') he
people fhould know, that legizlatures have net

f"(\i_;u
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this poewery an that a thoufand laws tan neve
m ke that innocent, which the diviné law ha
niade criminal ; or givethem a right to thar}
whith the diving law fagbids th:m to claim, |

~BuT to the above reply it may be farthe
objected thit neither we, nor the legislature
enslaved the Africans ; but they enslived e
arother, and we orly purchafed thofe, vwho
they had made prifoners of war, and reduced «
'ilavcry.

MakiING prifoners of war slaves, though
practifed by the Romans and other sncient na
tions, and though thill pracdied by fome barba.
rous tribes, can by no means be juftified ; it if
unrealonable and cruel,  Whatever may be faid§
of the chicf authors and promoters of an uhjuft
war, the common foldier, who is under ccm
mand and obliged to obey, and as is often thg
cafe, deprived cf the means of in.formatioh as t
the grounds of the war, certainly cannot d
thoppht guilty of a crime fo hehious, that feg
it himflt and pofterity deferve the dreadfu
punifhment of perpetual fervitude, It isacru
elty that the prefent practice of all civilized nag
tions bears teftimony againt, Allow then the
matter objected to be trus; and it will not juftf§
our practice of inslaving the Africans. But th{
matter cohtained in the objection is only truc inf
part.  The hiftory of che Slave trade is too
tragical tobe read without a bleeding heart an
weeping eyes.

. A FEW of thefe unhappy Africans, and com |
paratively very feéw, are crisiinals, whofe mvi
tud

r -
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tude is inflided as a punithment for their
¢rimes.  The main body are innocenr, unfuf.
~pecting creatures, free, living in peace, doing
- nothihg to foreit the common privileges of
men. They are ftolen, or violently borne away
by armed f)cl)rcé, from their country, their pa-
rents, and all their tender connections, treated
with an indignity and indecency fhameful to
" mention, and a cruelty fhocking to all the ten-
der feelings of humanity ; and they and their
pofterity gorced into a ftate of fervitude and
wretchednefs forever, It is true, they are com-
monly taken prifoners by Africans ; but it is
~the encouragement given by Europeans tlat
tempts the Africans to carry on thefe unpro.
voked wars. They furnith them with the means,
and hold out to them a reward fer their plunder.
If the Africans are thieves, the Europeans ftand
ready to receive the ftolen goods ; if the for-
mer are robbers, the latter furnifh them wich
arms, and’ parchafe the {poil. In this cafe, who
is the moft criminal, the civilized European, or
the untutored African ? The European mer-
chants know, that they themfelves are the great
eacouragers of thefe wars ; as they are the
principal gainers by the event, They furnith
the finews, add the ftrength, and receive the
%ain. They know, that they purchafe thefe
.ves of thofe, who have no juft pretence to
tliim them, as theirs. The African can give
the European no better claim than he himfelf
has ; the European merchant can give us no
better claim than is vefted in him ; and that is
one founded only in violence or fraud,

In
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IN confirmationt of this account might be
produced many fubftantial vouchers, and fome
who had fpent much tirne in this nefarious traf.
fic. But fuch us are acciftomed to liften to the!
melancholy tales of thefe unfortunate Africans,§
cannot want fufficient evidence. Thofle who'
have feen multitudes of poor innocent children|

driven to morket, and fold like beafts, have it
demonftrated before their eyes. ;

T A

IT wiil be farther objected, that in our fitu.
ation, the abolition of flavery would be bad po-
licy ; becaufe it would difconrage emigrants
from the Eaftward, prevent the population of)
this country, and confequently it’s opulence and

ftrength,

I pourT not but it would orevent a number
of flave-holders from coming into this country,
with their Slaves. But this would be far, very
far, from oeing an evi.. [t would be a moit
defirable event : it would be keeping out a great
and intolerable nuifance, the bane of everyl
country where it is admitted, the cauf: of igno-
rance, and vice, and of national poverty and
weaknefs. On the other hand, if I miftake not,
1t would invite five ufeful citizens into our ftate,
where it would keep out onc lave-holder : and
who ,would not rejoice in the happy exchange !
Turn your eyes to the Eaftward ; behold nu-
merous {hoals of Slaves, moving towards us, in
thick fucceffion, Look to the Weftward ; fee
a large, vacant, fertile country, lying near, eafly}
of uccefs, an afylum for the miferable, a land of
liberty. A man, who has nc Slaves, cannot live
ealy *. coitented in the midit of thofe,who pof-

feds
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fofs them in numbers, He is treated withneglect,
and often with contempt : he 1s not a compa-
nion for his free neighbours, but only for their
gnore reputable Slaves ¢ his children are Jooked
upon and trcated by theirs as underlings. Thele
hings 4re not ealy to bear ; they render his

. mind  uneafy, and his (ituation unpleafant,
" When he fees ah open way to remove from this
" fituation, and finds it may be done confiftent

e T ———— T L

with his intereft, he will not long abide in it,
“When he removes, his place is filled up with
Slaves. 'Thus this country will fpew out it’s
white inhabitants ; and be peopled with flave-
holders, their Slaves, and a few, in the highefc
polls cf 3 poor free man, | mean that of an O-
verfeer.  When we attentively view and con-
{ider our fituation, with relation to the Eaft and
thie Weft, we may be affured that this event will
foon take place, that the progrefs towards it will
be exceedingly rapid, and grcatly accelerated by
the fertility of our foil,  *

THAT this, on fuppofition that flavery thould
continue, vould foon be the {tate of population
in this country, is not only poflible, but very
propavle ; not only probable, but moraily cer-
tain, But is this a defirable firuation ? Would
it be the {afe, and comfortable ! Would it be
fo, even to mafters themfelves ? I prefume not
clpecially when [ confider, that their near neigh-
bours,beyond the Ohio,could not,confiftent with
their principles, affift them,in cafe of a domeftic
infurrection.  Suppofe our inhabitants (hould
be fewer; they would be ufeful citizens, who
could repole a mutual confidence in each other.
Lo inereafs the inhabitants of this Sate by mul-

tplying



tiplying an enemy within our own bowels; an ’
€siemy, with whom we are in a ftate of perpe.
tual war, and can never make peace, is very far
from being an object of defire : efpecially if vig
confider, that a belief of the iniquity of this fer-
vitude is faft gaining ground. Should this fen-
timent obtain the general belief, what might he
the event f Whai would be tic Siuation of a
certaih defcription of men? What the condition
of this country ?

ANoTHER frightful objection to my doctrine
3s, That fhould we fet vur Slaves tree, it would
lay a foundation for intermariaces and an unw
natural mixture of blood, and our pofteriy at
length would all be mulatoes.

This effect, T grant, it would produce.
alfo grant, that this appears very unnaiural to
perfons labouring under our prejudices of edu-
cation, I acknowledge my own pride remon-
ftrates againftit; but it does not influence my
judgment, nor affect my conlceence,

To plead this, as a reafon for the continua-
ton of slavery,isto plead the fear that we thould
lifgrace ourfelves, as a reafon why we fhould
jo injuflice to others: to plead that we nay
continuc in guilt, for fear the features and com-
plexion of our pofterity (hould be fpsiled, We
fhould recolect,that it is too late to prevent this
great imagihary evil ; the mutter is alrcady gonb
beyond recovery ; for it may be proved, witl
mathematiczl certainty, that, " thibgs go on in
the prefent chanrel, tiie future inhabitants of
America will iuevitably be mulatoes.

How

!




How often have men children by their own
!S’,.n es, by their fathers Slaves, or the Slaves of
th ir neighbours | How faft is the number of
mu'atoes ircreafing in every part of the land !
Vilit the lictle towns and villages to the Eaft-
ward ; vifit the feats of gentlemen, who abcund
in Slaves ; and fte how they {warm on cvery
tand U All the children of mulatoes will be
mulatoes, and the whtes are daily adding to the
pumber ; which will continually increale the
iproizor-tipr; of mulatoes, Thus this evil iscom-
'Ing upon us in a way much more difzraceful and
‘wnatural, than intermariages.  Fathers will
'have their own children for Slaves, and leave
'them as an inheritance to their children.  Men

will-poflefs their brothers.zn*ers as ther
property, leave them to tigf®neics, or feil them
(W ftrangers, Youth will have their grey headed
Uncles and Aunts 1or Slaves, call thiem their
‘property, and transfer them to others,  Men
will bumbie their own Sitlers, or even their
Aunts, to gratify thejr luit,  An hard hearted
mafter will hot know, whether he has a blood
elaticn, 3 Brother or a Sitter, an Undle or an
Anaty cr, g firanger of Africa, under lus [courg-
ki hand, This is not the work of imagination ;
it has been frequently realized.

~'THE worft that can be made of this ohjec-
ficn, ugly as it is, is that it would be haltening
an evil i an hone way, which we are already
Lringing ¢n ourfelves, w0 a way that is ablolute~
ly dithoneft, perfecily fhameful, and exsremely
ciminal,  ‘Yhis objection then can hive no
weight with a reafonable man, who can divett
b1 of his prejudices and Lis pride, an ! view

‘ tie
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the matter as really circumftanced. The evil!
inevitable ; but as it isa prejudice of educatior
it would be an ¢vil only 1n it’s appreach ; as
drew near, it would decreafe ; when fully coms
it would ceafe to exift, ' |

AXoTHFR objection to my doctrine, and th
eficemed by fome the moft formidable, il lie
befcre me : an cbjecrien taken from the facre
ferictures. There will be produced on the oc
cifion; the example of fuithful Abraham, re
corded Gen. 1y : and the law of Mofes, record
cd in Lev, 25. "I'he injunctigus laid upon fer
van's in the gofpel, particularly by the Apofil
Pau!, will alfy be introduced here. Thefe wi
all be directe«ﬂﬁ%aﬁ rmidable artilery, agaiu
me, and in defence (% abfolute flavery.

From the paffage in Genefs, it is argued, b
the advocates for perpetual slavery, that finc
Abraham had fervants born in his heule an
beught with money, they muft have been fer
vinis for life ; like our negroes : and Lenc
they conclude, that it is lawful for us to pur
cliafe Leathen fervants, and if they have childre;
horn in our houfes, to make the.n fervants alfo
I'iom the law of Mofes it is argued, that th
Ifraelites were authorized to leave the childier
of thicir fervants, as an inheritance to their owr
¢hildien, for ever ¢ and hence it is inferred, th
we ey Jeave the children of our Slaves as a
itherirance to our children forever, 1f this wa
inmoral in itlelfy a jult God would never hav
riven it the fanction of his authority ; and, i
Jawful in itfelf, we may fafely follow the exam
ple of Akrahawm, cract accordingto the law o
Moles, INON
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. Noxr, I hope, will make this objcction, but
$hofe who believe thele writings to be of divine
uthority ; for if they are not fo, 1t is little to
he purpofe to introduce them here. If you
rant them to be of divine authority, you will
Ifo grant, that they are confiftent with them-
elves, and that one paflage may help to explam
ncther.  Grant me this ; and then I reply to
the objection.

In the rath verf of the 1oth of Gonefis, we
find that Abraham was commanded to orcumn-
cile all that were born in his houfe, or bought
with money, We find in the fequel of the
chapter, that he obeyed tnis command, without
delay ; and actually circumcifed every mazle in
his famnily, who came under this defcription,
This lavr of circumcifion cdntinued in force ;
it was not repealed, but cc2firmed by the law
of Mofes.

Now, to the circumciled were commited the
oracles of God ; and circumcifion was a toke
of that covenant by which, among other things,
‘the land of Canaan, and their various privileges
in it, were promifed to Abraham, and his feed
to all that were included in that covenant.  All
were included, to whom circumcifion, which
was the token of the covenant, was adminiftercd,
asreeably to God'’s coonmand. By divine ap-
pointmcat, not only Abraham and bis natural
feed, but he that was houzht with money of
any ftranger that wae not of his feed, wvas cir-
cumcifed,  3ince the feed of the {tranger recet-
ved the tokén of this covenant we muft believe,
that he was included,and interefted, in it ; that

the
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the benefits. promifed were to be conferred o
him, Thele perfons bought with money wer
no longer. looked upon as uneircumcifed ang
unclean, as aliens and firangers; but were i1
carporated into the church and nation of (ly
Iiraelites; and became one pegple with them
became God’s covenant people. Whence |
appéars, that {uitable provifion was made by th
divine law that they fhouid ke properly educat
ed, mace fiee, and enjoy all the commoen pri
vileges of citizens. ” It was by the divine la
enjoinec upen the Hraelites, thus to circumcif
all the males born in their houfes ; then if th
purchafed fervants in queftion had any children
their maflers were bound by law: to incorpr

them into their church and ration. Thefe chil
dren then were the fervants of the Lord, in th
fame fenfe as the natural defcendents of. Abra
ham were; and therefore, according to the law
Lev. 25. 42, 55, they -could not be al
Slaves.  The paflages of feripture under con
{ideration were fo far from authorizing the If.
raclites tc make Slaves of their fervantsclitlie
that they evidently forbid it ; and therefore ar
fo far from proving the lawfulnefs of our €:.fla
ving thechildren of the Afticans, that they clear
ly condemn the practice as crimiaal,

Trest. -paffages of facred writ have been
wickedjy. prefed into the fervice of Nammen,
perhaps more frequently than any others © but
does it not now appear, that thefe weizhty ple.
ces of artillery may be fairly wrefted from the
enemy, and turned upon the hofts of the Mam.
‘monites, with very good effect ¢

THE
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‘Fur. advocates for ﬂavevxd thould have ob.
ferved, that in the law of Mofes refered to,
there is nor the leait mention made of the
children of thefe fervants; it is not faid that
they {hould bé fervants, or any thini' about
them. No doubt, fonie of them had children,
bat it was unneceffary to mention them ; be-
‘aufe they were already provided for, by the

tiw of circumcifion,

t To extend the law of Mofes to the ¢hil-
dren of thefe fervants, is arbitr..y and
prelumptuous ; it is making them include
much more than is expréffed or nec‘eﬂ'ari}y

y

implied in the text. It cannot be neceffari
“plied in the expreflion, They foall be your
bond men for ever ; becaufe the word for ever
i evidedtly limited by the nature of the
fubje : and nocliing appears, by whith it
can be more properly limited, than the life
of the fervants purchiafed. The fenfe then is
fimply this, they fhall ferve you and your
shildren as lohg as they live.

WE cainot certainly determine how thefe
perforis weie made fervants at firft ; nor is it
meceffary v (hould. Whether they were
perfons who Bad forfiited their liberty b
eapital crimes ; ar wheiher they had invole
ved themielves in debt by fnlly and extrava-

nce, and fubmitted 1o ferve duriny their
ives, in order toavoid a greater calamity
or whether they were driven to that neceility
in thair younger days, for want of friends to
take care of them, we cannot tell. 'This
bowever we may be fur;; of, that the Mrael-

ines
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ites were nhot fent by a divine law to nati.
ons three thoufand miles diftant, who werd
neither doing, nor meditating any thing
grinft them, and with whom they had nothing
to do; in order to captivate them by fraug
or force, tear them away from their countr
and ail their tender connetions, bind them
in chains, croud them into thips, and theré
murder them by thoufands, with the wang
of zir and exercife; and then condemn thd
furvivors and their pofterity to {luvery for ever§

a

Bur it is further objected, that the Ad
poftle advifes fervants to be contented withg
their ftate of fervitude, and obedient to theif
mafters; and, though he charges their maf§
ters to wfe them well, he no where com¢§
mands them to fet them free,

IN order rightly to underftand this matter§
we fhould recollect the fituation of chriftiang
at this tine, - They were under the Roman
yoke, the government of the heathcrni; whd
were watching every opportunity of chargingg
them with defigns againft their government, ing
order to juftify their bloody perfecutions, In§
fuch circumftances, for the Apoftle to have§
proclaimed liberty to the flaves, would pro-§
batly have expoled many of them to certain
deftruction, brought ruin on the chrifhian}
caufe, and that without the profpect of free-§
ing one fingle man; which would have been}
the height of madnefs and cruelty. It was§
wife, 1t was humane in him not to drop 1§
fingle hint on this fubject, farther than fay-}
ing, i theu mayeft be made free, ufe i:' rather.

| 'A‘HOUGH '
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. THouGH the Apoftles acted with this pru«
dent reierve, the unreafonablenefs of perpetual,
uncouditicnal Slavery may ~ eafily be infered
from the righteous and benevolent do&rines,
and duties taught in the New Teftament. It
is quite evident, that Slavery is contrary to the
{piritand genius of the chriftian religion, It is
‘contrary to that excellent precept laid down by
the divine author of the chriftian inftitution viz,
Whatfoever ye would that men fhould do t0 you, de
ye even [2 80 them. A precept fo finely calculated to
teach the duties of jultice, to inforce their obli~
igation, and induce the mind to obediencs, that
nothing can excelit. No man when he views the
hardthips the fufferings, the exceflive labours,
the unreafonable chaitifements, the feparations
‘between loving hufbands and wives, between af-
fecti. nate parents and children, can fay, were [
in their place, 1 (hould be contented ; I fo far
approve of this ufuge, a5 tobelieve the law that
fubjects me to it, tc: be perfectly right » that I
and my pofterity fhould be denied the protecti-
o~ ~f Jaw, and by it be expofed to fuffer all
thete calaimities ; though I never forfeited my
freedom, nor merited fuch treatment, more
than others. No; there is an honeft soMEe
THING in our breafts, that bears teftimony
againit this, as unreafonable and wicked. [
found it in my own breaft, near forty years ago;
and throughall the changes of time, the influ.
ence of cuftom, the arts of lophiftry, and the
facinations of intereft, it remains here (hll, I
bel :ve, itisa law of my nature; a law of more
ancient date than any act of parliamment; and
wiich no human legiflature can ever repeal, It
isalaw infcribed on every human heart ; and

may




nay there be feen in legible characters, unlefs it (‘
is blotted by vice, or the eye of the mind blind.| .
ed by intereft, Should I do any thing to cour.!
teriance this evil, | fhould fight againft my own|.
heart: fhould I not ule my influence to annihi-
late it, my own confcience would copdemn me,

IT may te farther objected, this of Slavery,|
it is true, is a great evil; but fill greater evils|
would follow their emancipation. Men wha|
have laid out their money in purchafe of Slaves,
and now have little 0.t property, v ould cer-}
tainly be great fufferers: befides, the Slaves)
themfelves are unacquainted with the arts of
life, being ufed to zct only under the directi}
on of others ; 1hey have never acquired the habits
of induftry ; have not that fenfe of property and|
fpirit cf exnulation neceflary to make them uie-
ful citizens, Many have been fo long acculs|
tomed to the meaner vices, habituated to lying,
pilfering and ftealing, that when pinched with
want, they would commit thefe crimes, become
gﬂs to fociety, or end their days on the gallows,

ere are evils on both hands, and of two evils,
we fhould take the Jeaft,

Tis is a good rule, when applied to natural
evils; but with moral evils v has nothin
todo; for of thefc we muft chufe peither. O
twoevils, the one natural and the other moral,
we muft always chul= the natural evil ; for mo-
ral evil, which is the fame thing as (in, can ne-
ver be a proper object of choice,  Inflaving our
fellov -creatures is a moral evil ; fome of its efs
fects are moral, and fome natural, There is no

way fo preper to aveld the moral evil effects :s
] 3
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(by avoiding the caufe. The natural evil effects
of emancipation can never be a balance for the
moral evils of flavery, or a reafon, why we
fhould prefer the later to the former,

HEere we (hou'd confider, on whom thefe
evils are to be chargd; and we thall find
they lie at our own duors, they are chargeable
on us. We have brought one generation in-
to this wretched ftate ; and (hall we therefoie
doo.n all the generations of thewr pofterity to
it? Do we find by experience, that this
flate of flavery coirupts and ruins human na.
ture! And fhall we prcfiit in corrupting
and ruining it in order to avoid the natural evils,
we have already rproduced? Do we find,
as the ancient Poet faid, that the day we de«
rive a man of freedom, we take away haif
EisSoul? And fhall we continue to maim
fovis, becaule a maimed foul is untit for
fccety ! Stranze reafloning indeed ! An
aftoniibing confequence ! | fhould have looked
for a conclufion quite oppofite o thic; viz :
that we fhould be fenfible of the evil of our
conduct, and perfiltin it no longer. To me
this appears a very powerful argument againft
flavery, and a convincing proof of its iniquity,
It is ruining Gop’s creatures whom he has
made free moral agents, and accountable be-
ings ; creatures who fill belong to Lim, and
are not left to us to ruin at our pleafure.

Howevrr, the okjection is weighty, and
the difficulty fuggefted great. But I do not
think, that it is tuch as ought to deter us
from our duty, or temptus to continue a

Pl actice,



practice, fo incopfiftent with juftice and found
policy : therefore L give it as my opinion, that
the firlt thing to be done is, 7o refolve Uncon-
DITIONALLY 1o put an ¢ad ta flavery in this,
Slate. This, 1 conceive, properly belongs to

. the eonvention ; which they can eafily effect,

- by working the principle iato the cenftitution
they are to frame,

-+ IF there is not in government fome fixed
. principles fuperior to all law, and above the
. power of legiflators, there can be no ftability,
-or confiftency in it it will be continually
- fluctuating with the opinions, humours, pafi.
“ons, prejudices, or interelts, of different legis.
lative bodies. Liberty isan inherent right of
map, of every man ; the exiftence of which
ought not tp depend upon the muability of
legislation ; but thould be wrought into the
very conititution of our government, and bg
made eflenual to it,

. THe devifing ways and meaps to accomplith
this end, fo as fhull beft coufilt with the public
intereft, will be the duty of our future legisla-
ture,

THis evil is a tree that has been long plans
ted, it has been growing many years, it has
taken deep root, its trunk is large, and its
branches extended wide s thouid it be cut down
fuddeniy, it might cruth all that grew near
it-; theuld it be violeutly eradicated, it might
tear up the ground in which it grows, and pro-
duce fata) eftects, It is true, the slaves have a
jult clzim 10 be freed inftantly : but by our bad

conduct,

]
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eonduct, we have rendered them incapable
“of enjoying, and properly ufing this their birth.-
‘tight ; and therefore a gradual emancipation
lonly can be advifeable. The limbs of this
tree muft be lopped off by little and little, the
trunk graduaily hewn down, and the ftump
'and roots lcft to rotin the ground.

\

 'THE legislature, if they judged it expedient,
| would prevent the importation of any more
slaves ; they would enact that all born after
fuch a date thould be born free ; be qualified
by proper education to make ufeful citizens ;
and be actually freed at a proper age.

E

It isno (mall recommendation of this plan,
that it fo nexrly coihcides with the Mofaic
Jaw, in this cafe provided ; to which, even
fuppofe it 2 human inftitution, great refpect
is due for its antiquity, its jultice and huma-
nity.,

IT wou'd, I think, avoid in a great mea-
{ure, all the evils mentioned in the objection.
All that was the mafter’s owri, at the time fxed
upsn in the act, would fill be his own : All
th-t thould defcend from them would be his own
until he was paid for their education. All he
would lofs would be the profpect of his chil-

dren’s being eariched at  the expence of thofe:

who are unborn, Weuld anv wm2n murmue
at having this profecr, v.hich was givel wm
by an iniquitous law, a<d cansot be enjev-d
withont guilt cut off by a rightecus law, Lt
frees from opprefion fature ~~ i tinns,

1%
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Is there any fuch man to be found ? - Let,
us ftop 2 moment to hear his complaintd
“ I have long lived happy by oppreffion.
wanted to lesve this privilege as an inheri
tance to my children. [ had a delightfome
profpect of therr living alfo in eafe and fplend
dor at the expence ot others; this iniquity
was once fanctified by a law, of which 1 ho.
ped my children’s ¢hildren would have enjoy.
ed the (weets; but now this hard.hearted
this cruel convention has cur off ¢his pleafing}
profpect. They will not fuffer my children
to live m eale and luxury, at the expehce off
poor Africani, They have refolved, and alas |
the refolution muflt tund forever, that black]
men in the next generation fhall enjoy the
fruit of their own labour, as well as white|
men ; and bz happy according to the merit]
- of their own conduct. If Juftice is doné toj
the offspring of Negroes, mine are eternally}
ruined, If my children ¢annot, as I have
done, live in injuftice and cruelty, they are in.
Jured, they are robbed, they arc undone.
Whar,—muft young mafter fuddle his own
Lorfe !—Muft pre:ty little mifs fweep the houfe
and wafh the dithes ?---.and thefe black de.
vils be free | .--No heart can bear it |---Such
1s the difference between us and them, that
it is a greater injury to us to be deprived of
their labour, than it is to them to be deprived
of their liberty and every thing elfe, This
wicked conveniion will have to anfwer ano-
ther day, for the great injury they have duse
us, in doing juftice to themn.”

EmancipaTion on fome fuch plan a; 2
oV
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bove hinted, would prohably, in many in.
ftances, be a rcal advantsge to children in
Epuint‘ of wealth,  Parents would educate them
in fuch a manner, and place them in fuch
drecumftances, as would be more to their
intereft, than pofleffing fuch unproductive ¢
ftates as Slaves are found to be.

THE children would imbibe 2 noble in-
depzndent fpirit, learn a habit of managing
bufinefls, and helping themfelves. They would
learn to fcorn the mecan and beggarly way
of living, at the expence of otuers, living
in fplendor on plunder of the innocent.
Wkhere eliates were wifely managed, children
wor'd not find rheir fortunes diminithed,
They would not be mockad with nominal.

»

but poflefs real wealth; wealih that would

not merely teed their vanity, but £l their
coffers.

Tir children of the Slaves, inflead of be-
ing ruined for want of education, would be
fo brought up as to become ufcful citizens.
The country weuld improve by thieir induttry ;
manufactures would flourith; and, in time
of war, they would not be the terror, bu*

the ftrength and defence of the State,

IT may befarther ofnjr cted that to attenps,
evenn this gradusl way, the anaihilatica of
livery in this country, where fo mueny are
deeply interefted, mivht {o fanfibly toush o
nereit of (ome unreafonib’s men, as proto.
Dy o fHirup grear confufism, and o
traguiiity of our infany (el

h 1yove:
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Trovc [ doubt not but {ume men of
narrow ninds, under the influence cf pieju-
dice or covetoufne's, might be made unealy
and difpofed to ciamor; yet I apprehend but
litle danger of any ill effects.  The mealure
would be fo agrecable te the huncft dictates
of confcience, the growing fentiments of the
country, and of many even of the fllave hol
ders thenfelves, that any oppofition they
might make would not be fupperted: and
they would be too wife to hazard the la-

fYening an event, they fo much dread.

I the growing op.nion of the unlawful
Mefs of Slavery fhould continue to grow,
holding men in that ftate will {con be im-
practicable; there will be no caufe exifting
{ufficient to producz the effect. When this
thall happea a ce'ialn zvent may fudden
take place, ihie wor. quences of which may bej
very difagreesble, “I'his 1 tuke to be the
proper timne to ~eve ¢ tho evilh We may
row do it i1+ 2 geaceahle manaer, without
going a fleg wut of the way of our duty,
and without Boroofine, what might be at-
tended wuth tontuie more confufion and
danger,

A

it

Ture Slavery of the negross began in ini-
quity ; a curfe has attended iz, and a cur®
will follow i, National vices viill be puuith-
ed with natenal calamities. Lt us  avoid
thefe vices, that we may avod the punih-
et which they deferve; and endecvour
to ety oas to feevre the approbutien aod
Sudles of hooesr

LY T
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Yorpine men in Slavery is the Naticna!
vice of Virginia; and while 2 part of that
ftate, we were nariakers of the puilt, As
i a fmarate ftate, we are juft now come to the
| 'rth and it denends upon our free choice,
.' whether we fhal] be born in this fin, or
innccent of it.  We now have it in our
power to adopt it as our natonal crime;
or ta bear a national teftimony againft it,
1 hope the latter will be our choice; that
we fhall wafth our hands of this guilt; and
not lexve it in the power of a future legif-
lature, ever morc to ftain our reputation or
our confcience with it,
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