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P REFACE

7THe following difcourfe was compofed for
the beneftof 2 number of the author's
Catechumens; without any purpofe of ma~
king it pubhc,gm any other way, than by
delivering it to thofe who attended his cae
techetical inftrulions.  But feveral whe
haard it, fuppofing it to caft confider ab!c
lizlit on a fubject, whichhadoften pu.iplex-
-Cu their minds, defired it xmght br. fent to

hie prefs, that otlicre might receive the
i.ame advantage they had don:. Though
this requeft is now complied with ; yet, from
the coniideration of the ditficulty and 1m=
portanice of the fubjeét, aud the talents re=
qmred to do it juflice, itis done with great,
lt.'.!u'm(,c.

Coon alter this leGture was written, a
pampblet fell into his hands, entitled “‘the
piincipies of the Methodifts, &c.” printed
in Bentucky by Mr, Bradford. A few ob-
fervatiens upon this e committed to wri-
tinz for hisown private ufe; but fince it is
rciulived to publith thie leQure, it is thought
prepei to cnnex thefe obfervations ; becaufe
of tie athiity of the fubjedts,
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Thefe humble produ&ions are not  de-
figned, even to be rcad by men of improved
underftandings, or better copportunities s
they are folely inicnded tor the benr it of
plain, unlearned Chriftians. 1 they thouta
Le the means of promctuing thew Lm.. ledoe
and (pm(ual intereft, the author’s E:;L:{
expectations will be anfwercd, and s moft

sarneft withes gratihied,



A

LECTURE

ON TIHE DIVINE DECREES.

’[}: the courfe of our catechetical exerci‘es, 1am
now calicd o tieat enthe wele? of the fevendh
quathion of the Weftminfler Afembiy's thorter Cae
techiinn, vid.

Wisr aie the Decress of God?  The anaver
to which i,

Tne Decrees of Ged are his crerns! pmpoc 3Ce
cording to tha couminl of las cwn v Ll wi ""Dy
for b cwn oy he hath fore erdaned Widtio-
eier COmes to nare

“d:..

I avienteiing then on a difficu” th'e®, whih

Fas fone been was mly debated b Y Divines, and tur-

rithed mater for ;ich ajtercation rcns priviie
Che by Cn both fides, wi'e, jous, 1 leared
.

N hive darkemed .- un}:. by words witheut kiow-
‘f it wenld be prelumgtion in me to imagine
l ceeld handie it in 1o clear a mar-.cr, ard ‘et
t"v FRin e cenuincing 3 Nebt @s to ke it
1030 plin o every one, and fige frem ad dir
£ Hovever, U .Y erdeaveur to treat it
u} {U\u 3 “4, » 1 l.\.‘ g Lllll DL sl thub-“\‘l
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Trr contending partiss, on this rubje&,.have. n
fually been ditinguifhed by the names ct rAnmm.
ans and “Calvinifts. Though 'thc ufe of th‘eAe.n.ameg
of paty dittindtion my 1aiber appear mvxd.ops,
yei it is not eay to avoid toem without running
inio neny tedicus circuinlocitions.

‘Tare advocates for abfolure decrces take their
pame (e John Calvin, one of the fiift Refor.
nersy; who azreed in this point with Luther
cnd ¢tter fhining lights of the Refermation, Their
c-~onents took their name fiom Junes Arminius;
whe onooved a ramber of the points of doclrine
macansd by Cuvin, and amang the reft this of
Ce anonteinels oo Cad's Decrees. The Avminie
255 tnink the cocimre ¢f decrees td be contrar
L the Trtice, Doline’s and gocdnels of Gop, and
f.ov2 "ve of free moral anency,y or liberty of ation
in witn,; o1t it insKes iaon 2 mere machine, and
Loss ehe Soult of wlids bad Qians en hismaker;
4 a4 ouhat tharelore thoy are beeana by nil the regard
thes have o e honor of their mater and the
g ob etinel fedow Cieatures, to opjole it

Twn ea'vinifs, on the other hand, belicve that
t ooy e dodiane of civing decrees s eventu-
eyt ey rbe hvere’eniv, omaivience, wildem,
v oo ef Doy ro ] M providentisl governs
oont o Uie werlds and conlegiendy tips the founs
¢ tua ol sl pevgiong and teads preatty to woghen
€ wromenve rooa Lle of viee: i that they
o ¢ checture vound wveer the meft cved one
Poeries o munnain the dolliine, in o polition 10
€2 Asniniens,

LoTiopastics then hellsve they are nftuated bty
ti:oneded oo s 3 ke ove eration for Gon,
wecn veneenteat reeasd ooy they theretore
g W3t v they ae fueneoul'y of; ofing
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each cther, tney are doing Sod good ferviee. Hunry
weaknefs and corruption take place, a fie:y zeal is
indulged, reproachiul language ufed, Goo is here-
by dithonored, and gcod men's reputations greate
ly injurcd.

Tuer mutually charge each other with confe-
guences of their doftrine, which the defenders
thereof neither acknowledge nor fee. 'The Cal-
vinift con(tantly teaches do&trines, which the Ar-
minian thinks cannot be defended con any other
than arminian principles: and, on the other hand,
the Armiman teaches doctrines which the Calvi-
pift highiv approves, znd thinks cannot be main-
tained, but upon his own calviniftic princijles.
Hence it is, they mutually charge cach other with
inconfiftencies and f{e!f-contraviten; and fometimes
have fcarce charity enough to beiieve :hat theie
opponents have common honelly, or cny ferious
segard to truth. How unhappy that a mifguided
veneration tor Goo and benevolence for mankind
fhould hurry hocacft men into fuch intemperate
Beats!

IN the warmth of dcbate on this fubjef, both
rarties have run into wide and dangercus cxtremes.
The calviniftic extreme is antinomianifm, or rejeit-
ing the kkw as a rule of lifc; the arminicn extrene
ic that of expe@ing a pardon of fin and acceptance
inthe fight of Gob on account, at leaft m part, of
theirown good works or dificfizions. The armi-
pians are 2calous advocates for free will; which
is more properly called fiee apency; and iock vp-
en the calviniltic notion of ahfolute decrces to be
inconfifient with this. The Calvinifts maintain the
propofition exprefled in the Catechifm, viz: Thas
Geo hath for his own Glory, foreordained what-
focver comes to paf.

Tuzss
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Turse two opinions, as they are-unde:ftoo
by ‘ume, arc leoked upon to be inconfiteat and
itrcconcticabic the one with the other,

Bur 1 apprehend that they are in their own na-
twe recancileable, and thac the true realon of tie
wiae aifierence in fentiment hore is, that the hu-
wnomind ts § contrededin itscapacities, o far
renoved from the proper mediva of kuowledie or
fo unacquaintea wah the wmaneer of Gen's decree
inr anl working, that it capnot difcern the a-
greement, thu.nn it 1caay exifts; and chat they
Lave teen both proved trae by the moaft undeni-
abie evidence and by arpumicsts that cannot e
confuiety vutas men imagined that they weee con-
tadildery, and could ot pefhibiy Lo Lath e,
each one ewmbdrazed rhat wL ch Lie thaughit fupperts
e! by the l}mnx'f.”t arguments, or atwendeld m:h
the roweit Diicuinies, and relezied the othor 2s an
cror.  Llany zh.nf.;s whith arseared ivreconcileas
beto us when chirrdrer, wo ¢an now rcoancile
with the preatait eaey anl 4‘: recuites Lo gieat
aopree ul n.u‘eﬂj (o cuncieg that many :lings
which we e na! noy cu'e to reconetd, beings
ot iarzer \apacui vor boter meins of fnjonmation,
oy fid no d %y ty ine I cannat fe2 that t!us
dedate {s any newer a cio'e than when it el he-
ganoand am peidaaded thatowewil eontinue, unl
cien bzari to ey nothing aboat ity arhecume D
molet a3 to concinde that by the propefiiong
nosvoned are true, thoug's they ae von al'e to
rec ncile them, and remove ai the dicanies diat
aticad the {ubect.

i xxow that the ;‘opcﬁuun laid down and maine
t""‘cl Ly the Arminians, in oppoTiion to (L2
Calvinifts, s, thas'the decrees ef Gen aze conidi-
tona! and nat abfoine; but, chulr o 1:‘.";!1“10"
i, te-

Wic other, concenning the ficedom of tie witly te
Caule



b . - - .

cau‘e I believe it to be the difficulty of reconciling
the abfolutenefs of divine decrees with man’s free
apency that caufes them to maintain (he'r cone
dizionality. It is here the point laboure; and the-e.

fore 0 this 1 would at prelent chicfly turn youx
a..ention,

1r we leave the field of rea‘on, and enter thae
of icripture, we fhall find the fame difficuities here
for botii propofitions may be proved true from tte
facred records, as well as by rea‘on and philofophv:
and I think that unlefs we admit them both to be
vue, it will be impoffible to réconcile feveral plain
paffazes of fcripture, without torturing either the
one or the ‘other, snd forcing thcm to I’reak a ferfe
gaite different from their obvious mear'rg 2s thep
ﬂand in their proper connexion. Supgofe the fo-e-
mentioned propofitiors both to be true, there ia
no neceflicy of faying, as an emirent writer doea
“ihat he would 1atherconclude that a certain pafl-
age of (cripture meant nothing than predefination.”

Wnre 1 (peak on this {ubje®, 1 would defre
to do it with the utmoft reverence and caurion, ien-
(ibic of the dunge: on both hands. [ canrot but
almire a certain Divine of the eftablithed chuich
of Engiand, who being atked his cpinicn of the
do&-ine of predeftination, made no oher an‘wer
than this, “thould I (tuay that doétrire, 1 would
ftudy it on my knees.” ‘

‘I'nouvon I am confcieus that [ am by no meang
adequate to the fubjeét now to be dilcuffed, yee
I Lope U fhal' be enabled to fay what may re-
move fumie miftakes and hurtful prejudices, and
tesd to edification.

Tue queftion now under confideration ea'ls me
to fpeak only 0 this propofiton viz. That COD
B heth



hathfor his own glory fore-ordained whetfoever comes
to pafss but yet in order to give jufter. views of
this fubjedt, and the more effefually to guard -
gainft miftahes and prejudices, 1 fhall alfo a lietle
confider tie other viz. That man is a free weral
egens. In teating on thisfubjett Ifhall endeavour,

I. To explain and prove the doflrine of divine
decrees, as laid down in the anf{wer.

11. ExeLaiy and prove man's free agency.

HI. Cuvarp againft 2 bad ule or mifimprovement
of each of thele dottrines. ,

1V. Daaw fome prattical inferemces from each

1. I suarr endeavour to explain and prove the
dodtrine of divine decrees, as l3id down in the ap.

{wer before us.

As 1 fhall here have occafion frecuently to vfe
the word contingent, it may be neceTary to define
the fenfe in which 1 takeir. I call a thing, or
event, contingent, when it is quite calval, there
being no previous grourd, reafon, or caufe of its
exiflence; when there is rothing in*the nature or
circemfences of the thing, or even?, that reicers
it anv ways certain, whether it will ¢xilt or not.
An =&, or voiiticn, of a frce sgent is continpent
when there i no previous ground, retfcn, or caufe
of its exiftence, but a fuppofed felf deieimining

yower in the 2gent.

Tuis po'nt of dcérine now under confide:ation
1 thall erdesvour to cftablith fiem rprincipies of
philofopby and by the facred orescics,

1. ¥ sman erdeavour to eflabli:this defirire on
principaer fn vlich @l judicious Thedfts, wleter

‘-—
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Chriftians Jews or Heathen, are agreed, viz. the
fnrnite and eternal knowlgdge, wifdom and power
of the great and independent auchor olf all thinge.

Tue great and eternal Gop mut have a perfect
knowledge of all things, and of all fyflems of be-
ing, that can poilibly exift; with all their poffi-
ble circum{lances, reiations and powers of action;
and of what would be the confequences of giving
any of thete [yitems of -being actual exittence;
he can peifectiy view all thefe conflequences,
through all time: and therefore he 15 abie to
judge, with unerring certainty, which {yftem wouid
ainlwer a good ead, and which would not, He is
entirely at liberty to chule what things, or what
fyttens, he wiil exert his creating power in order
to produce. As he is aninfinitely wite and de-
figning agent, hc mutt have fome important 2iid in
view, wheaever he exerts his creating power; and
this end muft be fixed and certa:n, and not du.
b.ous. To deny that Gop' had an end in view,
would be to deny that he was a defizning agent;
aind to afllim that the obtaining of this end was
a doubtful matter, and that thee was a poflihiii-
ty of a ditappointment, wouid have been an argu-
meit of the wane of wifdom or power.

Ler us apply this to our world, and tothe cafe
betore us; in which application it wiil not affect
oar argument, vhethee we confider this world as a
conpieat fyttear {n wlei, or only as pert of a lurger
fyttem,

Beroze Gon male this world anl its various ix-
haditants, be hald a perfest view of ail things he
deigned o ceite; of alf, ticir pro; e:tie:, powe
e.s, reliions and cirernttagees.  He G pertadtly
how every indzidaal beg wonil act, when pof
feded o tuch powversy gd placed i tach cirgum.

~ ttaiiecs,




ftances; he faw all the events and confequences of
their actioas, and coniequently the tendency and
end of the whoie fyttem. }le (aWw that fuch crea.
tures, poifeded ot fuch powers, piaced in fuch cira
cumances, acting in {ucn a manner, and producing
fuci effects, and ail under a wife piovideniial go.
ve:nmen:, would aniwer the glorious and imporeant
enJds he had in view. The end Gop had in view
incieating this world was the fumethat it will actaal.
ly an’wer. Theend which man wiil in fact aniver,
is the iame that Gop had in view, and defigned
he :hould an{wer, before he created him. ‘[his
is eviaent; bccauie, as he is :nfinite in knowledge,
wifdom and power, he caanot be dilappointed, o
his ourpofe iruftrated. With all this full in hijs
view, he exerted his alinighty power, and pro.
d.ged nis word with ail its inhabitants, and all
their relations and powers, and the circumftances
they weie piaced in, and by his wife and hoty
providence over ruies 3and governs them, as he
fiom ail eternicy Intended.

Now the adorable credtor's having this end,
and chefe means, fuil in his view and pmpaje,
when he dete:mined to exert his cieating power,
is what I underttand by his fore-ordaining whatfo.
ever cimes to fafs. | do not mean that the grest
Gop, ever in any inftance, exerts his power to
fo:ce men to fin, or to weaken their virtuous prine
cipies, or 0 tender them lers ablé to refift temp.
tations, or that he reftraing them by the toice of
his decrees fiom rapenting and returning to him,
afier chey have finned; neither do | mesn that
the fore-vidination of the almighty rendeis com-
mands, offcrs, invitatiops and promiies unnece!la-
1y, or weakens their fetce, or Chat it ought to be
confidered as any groﬁld of difcouragemncnt 10 a
convinced (inuzr, or nc.{x why he thould not ac-
cept of offered meicy; OF aycite in Lim mj leatt
‘ U,
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douht, whether he has a right or warrant to vene
ture his all upon fiee grace. Neither do I mean
that it makes Goo the author of {in, or in any
fenfe or degiee ledens the demeiit of it, or renders
men more excufable in Committing it. I only
mean that the plan was {0 fixed in (he counféls
of infinite wifdom, and fo chofen by the will of
a fovereign Goo, that the culd he had in view
did not fo depend upoin uncertain contingencies,
as through the influence of thefe, to beome
precarious and fubjesk o dffappuinmm‘.t; but
would certainly be sccomplithed by thefe means
by which Gopat fuft intended hey thould be ac-
complithed. ©

‘Tae above reprefentation, I apprehend, will he
allowed by ¢vary one to hold ;ood in all things,
egcept thofe events that depead upon the volun-
tary actions of ce apents.  Thefe events come
to pals; and if whadbever comes to paiy is fore-
ordained, then t 8fe events aie tme-crdamed 3 and
it fo, then the alls of caoice which prodaced dhem
mut be fare cidained too.  As ths is t.e man
difficulty that atends the (aviedl, 1 ikl o0 chielly
labour to clear this; in douyr which we uy be
greatiy aillited by a duc cunlidecation ot tie na-
ture of the thing.

Ir the free volitivns of men aie not fxed and
ceriaiin, then ail uwrir astions, and allr tie events
producad by tiew ations are cyadicy Coiiingent, 38
they Jdeyend upon theie Hee volitions as their
caute; and no et cun be mcre ceaan than the
caafe winch produces i, Haee it wian foliow,
by a wutwal coniegucnce, thar the extiience of fa-
ulies wnd twer vacous chcomltances, and even
the futwie leny of the Brabin recs, we untets
tain: for 1t e eads upen the Dee Ghoce of @
W dind G wudlen, WRCLGG ey Wl cuier iato
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the martiage relation; and the varlous circumances
they -and  their potierity fhall be in, dege:r.i. on
a vwety of other free adts of cholce. XNow
-if sl thefe free adts of choice ar@ unccita.a
" in their cwn nature,io is the exiftence oi amii:es
and even the human race, as they dopend upon
theie fiee volitions as theic cauie. Oa the ame
principles, the decitioa of battles, the re‘mfuuau
of ftes and kingdoms, she politica!, morai »ad e
ligious itate of he worid, are aifo uncertain.

Tux cvent of 3 hatle may be determirc! by
a fiagle daii; the Jecifion of the battle may fev-
minate the war; the deiermination of the warinay
produce arcvo-ution in the kingdom or ftatc; ane
sevolition may effe &t great changes in the po'ii.
cxi, and commesclal Rate, of this, and many ne'ch-
kouring (ates and kingloms; and thete chances
w2y greatiy affel the morals of the penp o, and
reader them tuch moie virtuous or vicious; and
Giv changa in thowr motals may have gread infle.
enve on thelr reqgious principles aad prictices:
ard the inluznce of thefe changes mav ox-ead
forward, from gese-ation tu generagor, to ine ¢ .
of uine. Al thete great charges, and in;ucrant
events, may be broaght about by the puricoalae

*d.citicn of 2 cannen, or a2 muiket, 3t one nat -

lar moment, and this as the efe® of 2 f.oc o2
cfenaice in a private old.er. Now if tins 1:es
voilt ot ot the {uidier s properly contingeni, i €
is uniertain in its OWn naiure, fo are ali the ¢ e
porint eveals and revulutions, which de; ciad up-
oait, a; cffeds on their caule.

Now if all the'e important events are prope'y
continzen:, v as for their ex{tence, or muiner |
¢ .iitence, to be quite unceriaing for it to e cu. e
uncelor whetner they wiil, be, or vt Lo en
#ioad luture eliitonse, caaut be coiiany Unowr,

I v e
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That thing whofe future exiftence is uncertain in
icfe!t. and known to be uncertain, cannot be cer-
teinly known; for that would be as much as to
fav, that | may know it to be uncertain whetter a
thing will exift or not, and yet at the fame tims
ce:tainly know that it will exiR. Suppofe ny
knowiedge to be increafed to any peffible degree of
pe:feion, I makeé no advances towards knowing
the future exiftence of a thing o be certain whaofe
futc:c exiftence is uncertain; the more perfed my
knowicige is, the more perfelly 1 know tha:
be uncertain which is 10 in itfelf; and thersfore
by this perfeftion of knowledge | can come s0
nearc: knowing that it will certainly te. To fay
that, in this caie, I can make any advances, is
the ame a3 to fay that 1 can makc fome advan-
c~s in knowing things to be different from what
thev rcally are, or knowing that to be wue which
is fx'le. Now fuppofe this knowle’ge to be ir§-
nielv petfe®, we come no' nearer the purpofe;
for ! cn the uncertainty of the futtie exifterce ot
the G 'ng in queftion is known with infinite certein-
tv.  I' vmnifcierce knows a thirg to be uncer:ain,
the Came omniflcience cannot know it to be cedtain;
for this would amount to aa aflertion tha: omnilci-
crce could difcern a thing to Le both true and

fai'e with infinite ce:iainty.

Ture we fee that to maintain the contingency
¢f t'e fce volitions of men, and thaie events thst
dopend upon them implies a denjai of the petfet
forc-b-cwledge of Gop.  If 2oy thing'whatfocver is
tooootan in its cwn nature, an emniicient Goon,
wha knews every thing as it rezlly is, mut know
it te t: {o; and if hc knows it to be uncertain
in ¢ v natwe it i a plain cenuadidiion to fav
v 2t Ye hrows it will certainly be, o1 that it will
ca.:ainy rot te. It is to alfert that Le knnws

) tha
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#ith and depend upon them, and that thefe muft
be equally uncertain, and therefore equally unknown
to the great Creator, we muft conclude that he
knows but very little of what happens in our world,
until declared by the event, or what end will be
anfwered by the creatures he has made. It de-
pends upon uncertain contingencies, whether grea-
ter good or evil will be the refult of creation; and
whether the adorable Creator will not atlength have
reafon to with his tational creatures unmade, and
literally repent that he created man; had heli-
terally repented of this, when oblerving the cor-

ion of human nature, may we not rationally
conciude tha: he would bave anihilated him; une
lefs we fuppoie him hmged in his power as well
#s his knowledge ?

.

Tnrs opinion naturally tends to infidilety. For
_f£ fuch 3 number of important events are entirely
uncertain in themfelves, we fhall eafily and very
saturally, conclude that this world is not under
the divine government a¢ all; but that the affairs
ot it are under. the direttion of blind chance or
fortune: and if this is the cafe, we have no rea-
fon to scknowlgige Gop in any providential dif-
penfation; but ave in a great meafure, if not al-
together, freed from the obligations of religion.
I we exclude the do&rine of a providence, though
we profe(s to believe the exiftence of a Gop, we
a3 effeually exclude all reifgion, as if we ful-
ly embraced Athefm: for a Goo, who does not
govern the world by his providence, is not an obe
je of religious wouthip. —_

To deny that Gop has fore-ordained . whatfoe-
ver comes to pafs, even the moft fecret motions
of the will of man, includes in it 2 denial that he
governs the world by his providence; unlefs we
wnderftand by his provideatial government a f:n-
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tinual feries of iniracles, 1e@ifying the dife.ders
fntroduced into his {yftem by the fiee will of man:
a notion of previdence, which, as far as I know is
catertaired by none.

Brcaver, as has been already proved, if the
free volitions of men are, properly {peuking, contin.
gent, and alfo tho(e events that depend upon them,
ag effes on their caufes, they cannot be known,
cven by Gop himfelf; and therefore no provifion
could be made in providence for fuca cafes. «

No a& of volition {eems more uncertain, confi-
dering the circumftarces, than that by which our
firft parents chole theforbidden fruit, and fell trom
their otiginal rectitude. ‘Lhis act certainly made a
great, moft amazing and univerfal change in the
(taze of humen (ociety: every thing is quite dife
ferent from what it would have been.——Now un.
lefs this aft of volition in our firit parents was cer-
tain, every thing, every change, every event that
tiowed ficm it mut be uncertain: il it was un.
known, all thefe things muft likewife be unknown;
and therefore no provifion could be male, in the
counfels of heaven, fui the providential governe
ment and difpofal of this new {cene of things. On
thefe changes Goop muft have chanped his coune
fels and deiigns, and biought all under 2 nrew ma-
nagement, which had not been certiinly fore‘cen.
On the principle 1 am oppoling, the fail of Adam
anuft be unknown, and therefore, Lefore the foun-
dations of the world, no provifion could be made
sor his tecovery. The feiling of Joicph into Egypt,
the attempt of his miftiers, his being catt into pri.
fon, his deliverance from prifon, and his advance.
ment in Pharaoh's court, muft ail be unknown; and
therefore the provifion for the prefervation of the
family of Jacob from famine could not be made
with any certaimty. ‘The waking Dab;lon by King
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Cyrfs muft be urknown; and therefore the pro.
vifion for the deliverance of the Jews from their
babylonifh captivity: and the fare may be faid of
every arhier impoicant event, that has happened ii
our world, which depended upoa the voitions of
free agen's. l'rom the (ame principles, 1t would
foilow, thut many of the moit .nportant prophe-
cies 1n {Cripture are uncertain, and that there never
was any resfon to expect the events fo:retolu.

Ir the free volitions ot men, and the canfequent
events, are urceitain and unknown, the fame i1m-
perfection -takes place in the divine government as
is tound in human governments; -vihere cales un-
forefeen cannot be fufciently provided for; and
one act mutt  be palfed n order to amend
ancther, and 2 third 1 crderto amend that amend-
ment. Buc this is all contrary 1o 1eafon, and t:a*
perfeflion, which the feniptines eve y where aurn-
bute to the divine govairment. 15w biings me
to thew

2. Tuat this is not on'y 2 do&rine *hat may b2
cvinced trom realon, but it may alio be proveld
by many patlapes of 1acred (cripuwie; afew of which
1 hall produace.

Lruor o, 1o, 110 Havieg made keewn unte us the
my dery o his will, acceramg to his goed plealuie,
asiseh he hath Pursc’za iu bimess that ia tae ai;-
gijatien of the fuimes of time, fe jach Sathered
toyethier tn cne ali things in Cori 3, Letn widch cre
20 nzaves, and which are on earth, ever i lim: 4
wrm age e have chiiined an sihericae, Leing pre.
di binaced accerdg to the purrioe o him owhe RS
eth Chings a‘ter the cotiyes of 4y owN WL
| S DY Y ceurtfel ot the LOKD Tolio
forever, the thauzhts of 1is neart te i gencr i
Rom. 9. 1y For the feirenrs jainh wato Pasrs

2
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eyen for this fame purpsfe Lave I raifed thee up, thas §
might' [bew my power in thee, and that my name
mighs be declared shroughous the earth. Kere we
obierve a purpofe of the divine being expiefsly
mentioned : it was so0 declare his name skheouglous
ghe earth; it was to make known to mankind that
be was the obnly trie Gep, and that the Godd
of thé nations were but vaniry. It was a graei-
ous purpofe; the fpreading the knowledge of Gep
and religion amorg men, and therely promotirg
their happinefs in this and a future ftate. Here
we have alio an inftrement raifed vp to accomplifth
this end; viz. the kirg of Fgypt. We may aijv
obferve, that the means by which this end was (o
be accomplithed we:e Pharach’s fice and voluntary
attions: ke will nos les the pespic go. Ncw cer-
tainly it (ke end was deteimired, and the inflru-
ment raifed vp on puipofe to accompiith it, the
weans muft be determined alfo; for if we {uppofe
the meins uncettaic, the end muft be equally urcei.
tain, as wgs before obierved., If it was unceitain
ip itfelf bow Fhaisoch weuld clyfe 10 (@ ar this
cale, it was unccrtain whether the end for which
be was raifed up would te an(wered. The mears
muft exift, and exert their induence, befoie the
end can be accemplithed.  If the end was decieed;
the means by which it was to be an(weicd. viz.
the voiuntary adtions of the king of Egypr,imuit aie
fo have becy decreed: this is undoubted, unles
the end may be certainly accompiithed by means
that a:e uncertai.

In the account we have of this important and
inftiu@ing matier, Gop is faid to have hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, that Le flculd 1ct let lriel go.
Which inforns us that ancient infpired writers were
not fo appreherfive of the evil tendency of fuch
expreflions, as fui:e of our mocern 1eiiners fecm to
be. It appeais 1o have bgen a mods of expiedi-

oD
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on familiar to them, to fay that Gop 2id whatfoe.
ver he ;ermicted to e cene ard over-ruled it to
fubfeive thhe puryo’es of Ris providence, even
though it was what vepended upon the fiee volin.
ons of moral agen:s. Though I ackrowiedse the
matter to be atteaded with confiderable d ri:v':ies,
yeo I am fully punvaded that the harden g Pits
rach’s hedart was cnie'y connttent widy h.; f.ce
agency, did not in the leat mase Gep the auttor
of his fin, or i any rerpect or degree free thg
king fiom tlame, thouph 1t male a pat of Gop's
plin, and wasanappointed medn of accompiithing hus
hoiy and gracicus puipote.

Favy anld cruelty nrompted the fons of Jacob
to e their brod er to a company of ilhmaetes,
who fold him @ iorvant to an Laypran. Tha was
a very wicked 2%or, tnowhi hoa nnmer of moa
weie concernned, al; n:t‘vg fiee'y and voluntari’y  as
motal agents; aad yet the previlerce of Gon hod
2 chier hand iniey tor it is (e d, Gen, a3 5. GOR
dit L me {'.";',. fore, ) before you ta e enve dive:
and  the tevens H:r. L GO did oA me bejere
you 89 ;"_, Ve you a [0 Inx':- b1 esrth, ana t)
'u\f yorn ives by a grezt Jaliverance; and inotne
Cgnth verie, $o now d: wasr nct yau pist jent me
tut GOD. Here the et b 2 inoveew wos the
faivabwon cf manknd docegh the forp foses Curer,
Accordirg 1o the jlan of rrnoe watdom, the S
Viour was to be hoin of tire eel of Abeh g
and theetwe woowas e ey that Ly potltery
facall be peloved atve; bt a o e fanre, of
TEVC A Vs CUNLNRGIE, Was tOCURIC Ol € Coal Y
MW teyNee Lureed, et oder o ther
beng preene I\ oayeiang hy ey Lomine, Goo
ceeermed to e b othem o Fo,, oy but it
PIOPST proviaen o Lrmte ten e o
mob oo et b et sasa s we n, wtay ecatt
o o, Jdovaed o Geoiigy wnd oo

Ll



into Pharach’s court, Now all thefe imroriant
purpofes muft be brought about by a nomber of
fiee and voluntary actions of men, which were
ciiminal to a high degree, fuch as the envious
and malicious conduct of Jofeph's brethien, the
Jacivious defires and wanten behaviour of his mi.
fhefs, and her ma'icious falfehood in accufine the
mnocert fofeph of a crime, of which fhe couid rot
perfuade him to be guilty by all her foliciraiions,
Now were thefe actions, on which fo many impor-
tant events depenced, abfolutely contingent, thevgh
they made fo great a part of the fixed plan [ in-
finve widom and gocdnefs ? If (o then theie events
themfleives muft be equally uncertain, But we are
fue that the latter were not uncertain, and there-
fore helieve that thc formerwere noi; and that for
this plain reaton, that Gen himtelt fent Joleyh inta
Fgvpry ani, we may add, into prifon; theugh it
wis by means of thefe wicked actinns,

See alfo Ats 2. 23. Mim being deisvers? by te
determinate courfel and fereknewdeage of GCI), we
kave gaken, and by wicked hands have crucired and
Main, Allo Chap 4, 27. For of a teutn aloin't
ehy Floly entld Feus, whom theu Safk avcinesd, both
Hered and  Pontius  Pilate, with the Gentiies and
peerie of ILrael were gethored togetise, for to &
whatfeever thy hamd and thy courjei d trrmined
hefore to be dene. | do rot krow that it ¢ be
exoretled in tbonger and plasner terns v Gon
dec-eed the  crucifixion of Chrity ardthai visrvy.
roiewas etfefied by means of the tree bur very wiv.
cd at:ons of men. ‘The Loro of Iite and ;oovv w
crucitied and flain§ it was done by wicked tan h
threugh ervy, and tfrom malice preperte; 1t wo;
dore mma b mu! rage, and wih horrid fmy recotars
of his blood npou themfelves, and their b en s
and vet it was done dy the aeterminate cornil ar |
fare-knew'edge of Gupy they did what Fis daed
ard ceuntel determined Lefoie to Le core.
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1 no not know thatany point in Divinity canbe
pro- ed plainer than this is by Scripture teftimony :
and 1 cannot {ee any poflible way ot evading the
foice of this argument, but by (aying, I had rather '
conclude that this paffage precious and important as
it is meant nothing than predeftination; a fhort and
e.(v method of removing a difficulty, otherwife ins
fuimountable. Buat fhould I conclude that thistext
had no meaning, others would think it had, and that
we, one which is very plain and, impuitant,

O~ the whole, we may fee that both reafon and
fcripture concur to eftablith this important do@iire
¢t the reformation, That GOD has fore ordained
what/osver comes so pals. We may alto take notce
that the very fame paflages of the word that prove
1his doflrine, prove alfo that this does nat leflen
the criminality orblame worthire's, of bad a&ions.
Jlence we may fee, that menneed nuot be o great-
v ulfrighted, as fome appear to Le, at the horrid
conequences they imagine flow from the dodtiing of
the divine decrees, as it relpe&s the volitions and
alt.ons of free agents: for thele confequances aie
jropeilv guarded againt, in the very fentences that
piove the do&rire.  ‘Thedifficulty that actendsthe
fub’ect, as hinted before, anfes chicly fiom the
weakne(s of our capacities, and our 1znorance of ' ae
naoner of Gob's decreeing and working; ana «ur
peilexity abou? it is owing to the unmo:tified pride
¢t cur own hearts.

1i. I sHarL endcavour to explain what Free agen-
cy i5, and thow tha: we are Fice agents.

I'ree agency 'is a liberey of alting as a perfen
ciu'es, without being under any conftraint or com-
jridiion whatfoever., A man is a fice agent when
le «ls voluntarily, or as he chufes, without uny
viia beingor thing to forse Lim tv adl, ¢or Lindec

Lim
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himfrom ading ; and that whether he does that which
is moraliy good or moially evil; whether he commuts
fin, or performs duty, This is commonly called
ree will, but mare properly a liberty to a&l,as a
man wills. A ftiong bias or _propenfity does not
defllroy this fice agency. However ftrong 2 man's
propenfity may be todo good, this does not deftroy
his freedom; neither does a ftrong bias towards
that whichis evil deftroy or leffen jt. As a ftrong
propenfity to do good or evil doesnot deftroy liber-
ty of aftion, fo itdoes not leflan the degree of good
that is in a good action, or the degree of evil that
fs in a bad action, or make leflg praife or blame due
to the one or the cther. 1f this was not true, ‘it
vould follow, that the better a man's d:fpofitieg
of hearr is, or h;s inward principle of action, the
lefs he oupht to be cfteemed for doing well, and
the worfe his difpofition and principles, the lefs
woithy of blame for dotug ¢hat twhich is evil;
which would be laying down a principle in morals
contiary to the common fenle cf mankind. Com-
mon f{enfe teaches us that the ftrenger a man’s pro.
penfiiy to gooduefs, and his averfion to vice, the
more perlect his goodnels, and the more praifce
worthy : and on the other hand, the more deep-
ly roo'ed vice is in a bad man's heart, and the
ftronger his propenf(ity towardsit, the more crimie
nal are his bad actions. 1fa man fpends hisdaye
in the fervice of his country, we never efteem
him the lefs, becaufe his love to his country isex-
ceedirply ®trong. If a man Kills another in the
heat of paffion, on fome fudden and great provo-
cation, before he has time to refiect, we call it
manflaugliter, cfteem himlels criminal, and fpare his
Jife: but if he kill another fiom malice prepenfle,
we call his crime murder, and judge him worthy

of death.
‘Tne wickedelt man on carth, or condemned fpi-
tit in the infeinal segions, is I apprehend, as truly
pofTefed
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poffeled of ficedom of will, or is as trulv 2 free
agent, a5 the belt man on earth, or the (aints or
angels that turround the throne of Goo. He then
who denes tl.e Jofrine of free will, denies, 1 pre-
fumep what he does not undeiftand. Man is as
truly a tree agent now as he was before the fall;
and witt continue to be fo, as long as he continues
4 moral agent, or an accountable creature. Vie
does not deitroy human liberty; it only abufes it;
and hence we may f(afely, and confidently aflert,
that no man 1s ever obliged to fin, nor reftrained
fiom turning from it by true repentance, through
the power or foice of Gon's decrees. The decrees
oi Gop then never bar any man out of the king-
dom of heaven, or are the caufe of his deftru®ion.
Al thofe heavy charges. brought by {fome honelt
wmen, againlt the dodrine of divine decrecs, main-
tained by Calvinifts and proved from fcripture; as
making man a mere machine, and Gob a cruel ty-
rant, the author of fin, and thie unrighteous punithe
¢r of his creatures for crimes they could not avoid;
as being as cruel as the devily and doing his work
for him, while he fuffers him to fet at eafe in his
veivet chair, or:ginate in ignorance of their real !
fentiments and in ftzong unicatonabic prejudices.

We know that we are frce agents by reflelling
upon out gwn aftions. We are confcious to out
felves that when we do that which is good or
that which is cvil, our altions mic the effe@ of our
own choice, and thar we might have afled other-
wile if we would. Wkhen the pious and Lenevoe
lent man talls on his kuees and woithips God, or
beftows an aims on the indigent, he is confcious
that he ads freely, and could have refraired thofe
a&tions, if he wowid; and when the drunkard puts
the cup to his mouth, to take the in-oxicating
dragght, e knows Fe could forbear, if he would.
I0 men were ot fice agents, they could not b2

noial



moral agents; they could not be fubieéts of praife
or blame, nor of rewards or punifhments: we aid
fure of this by an inward perception of the fitnefs
of things, and moft plainly difcein that it wogld be’
Bn-safonadle to blame, or punith a'man, for an evit

&ion which he could not avoid, though he defi-
ted it meft fincerely.

TgaT man 15 a frde agent 2ifo evidently ap-
pears from facred (cripture.  All the commands of
Gop prove it; for why fhould we be commanded,
if we were neceffary agents and could not obey, if
we pleafed ? All the threatnings of the word piove
ft, for why fhould we be threatened to reft:ain
ts from doing that which we could not avoid? Eve-
ty invitation of the gafpel proves it; for why frou'd
we be invited to do thot which we are unab'e to
do, though we (incerely defire it ? Crrisr evident-
fy fuppofes man to be a-free agent in that exro.
felatien, Ye will noe come vnto me that we mighe
Bave life. Here the blame i< 1aid, not on (he ware
of rower, bu: will. This charge could nor tave
been juft, had it not been in their power to Bave
¢cme to hin for life though tuly willing.

Tars paint is fo very plain, that 1 judge it twe
necetlary to cwell lorger upen it.  But here | fce
an objedion or two im my way, "vhich I mult ficp
€o remove.

Semr may fay, that the faiptures reprefent men
as dead in trofsaffes and fins.  Chiift foys, Witlous
wme ve can do mothing; srd, No men can come unts
e, exces the farher who hath fent me dre.  Fim.
In thefe paffapes the deficiarcy tomplained of is
fiot the want of will, but power: therefore fupcofe
3 rexfon willing to repent and c¢ome 10 CrrisT for
Uife his cafeis not more herefu!, for (il he wa s
gower. dome fuprofe that (his objeicn is con-

f.a!
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grmed by their own experience; they dee‘pl’
convinced of their fin and mifery, anc of thelt
peed of eternal life; and would give a thoufand
worlds they could come to CurisT, and obtain :his
_ecernal life; but though they labour and @rive 9
do it, they canno: come,

To this objectign I reply, the inability, or wan®
of power, here complained of, is moral, and not
natural. A natural inability to perform a good ac-
tion excufes the regle® of it, for inftance, fhould

fee a {tronger wan than myfelf, well armed, aboug
to kill my friend, while I am cntircly unarmed, and
unable to defend him, though 1 ardently defive it,
it is no ciime in me to fuffer my friend to be kille
ed. But a moral inadility to perform a gowd ac.
tion does not excule the negleft of it it being uothing
elfe than the want of an inclination, or not chufing
to do it; forinttapce, thould 1 fee my frisnd about
to be murdered, when I was properly armed, and
had drength fufficent to detend him, but no heart
to exert it, and thould therefore fuffer him to be
si'led, my negle® to preferve his hite is criminal;
though I labour urder a moral inability to perform
this good action, A man’s want of an inclination
to do a 700d thing 1s the fame as his not chufing to
do it; whichis fqfar from being anexcufefor nege-
le&ting it, that it is the very thing in which the
crimindiity ot the neglet confits. To bLe dead in
iin, is voluntarily and habitually ¢o chnfe to live in
fism 1o be unable to come to CuaisT, is the {ame
thing as freely te ciwufe not to come to him. Ra-
quite 2 rich mifer, who makes 2 god of his gold,
to expead alarge fum tor fomé generous purpofe,
and he will fay, I comnos doit; I camnot parg
with my mwoney for any (uch purpoles. He cannes
perform this generous aion, his inability is exceeds
ing great; but it is only moral, and therefoie doeg
pa: excafe him, If it did, then we wmight certain.




ly cqnclude that a greac degree of avarice was nQ
crime, only a fmall degree was criminal, fuch as
would c.eate a little reluance, which after a fhort
ftruggle would be overcome. Moral inability and
upwillingnels is the fame thinz; and thercfoie

when Chrift f1)s, No man cometh unto me, exceps
the father wha hath [ent me draw him, he means
to charge men with the famc ciime, as when he
fays, Te will not come unto me that ye might have
life. Only in the lat paffage he more ymmediate-
ly points out the finfulnefs of that ftate of unwils
lingnels, and in the former the mifery of it.  When
men imigine that they are willing to come ta
Curist for life, and cannot, they mittake the ob-
je of their choice: that hfc which they defire,
is not the life which Curist gives. 'l'hey deiire
a freedom from condemnation, while i is not the
objcé't of their averfion, ncr helirels the objet of
their choicey but the iife which CurisT beftows,
confifts in a frecdom from fin and a conformity to
Gop in holinefs. “T'hey delire to come to Curisy
that he may fave them from ctérnal damnation,
while they neither (ee the defurmity of fin, nor
truly detire a deliverance from it. CHRIST, con.
filered in his true charater, as a compleat Saviour
from fin, Salvation, acccrding to the fcripture ac-
coun: of it, are not the proper ohje@s ot their
choicc.  We may reft aTured that every one who
views CI REST in his true charal ‘{.f and knows lhc
nature of tiat life which he gives, and is truly wil.
ling to come to :his Saviour, and accept of this
xfc. fhall obtain it: yea this willingne's, where i;
is fincere, 1s alually coming (o CrRrisT, and receiv-
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I oaservep that ftrong propenfitice do nat deftroy
humn freedom; or, 'f good, moke virtuous ali.
ons lefs commendable; or, if vicious, ren:der bad
sciions lels criminal. Some masy obiect to thus,
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and affert tha* the {tronger 2 man’s propeafity ta
any vice is, the greater dificulty for him to refrain
from it; and thereforc he mull be lels criminal
when he commits it.

To this I reply, If the difficulty arofe from a-
ny thing befide this vicious propenfity, there would
be force in the ohjection; but when all the diffie
calty arifes from the ftrength of this vicious propen.
fity itfelf, It cannnt be admited. An outward ace
vion is denominaied vicious, becaufe it proceeds
from, and is cxpreflive of, a vicious difpofition ot
propenfity ; and 1t woud be ftrange reafoning to fay,
that the ftronger the vicious principle is, that pro-
dices the vicious altion, the lefs criminality there
isin the adtion itlelf, If (v, the way for a man
to dbecome perfectly mnocent, is for him to become
totally criminal; and then a pertectly wicked heart
will produce a lite quite blamele(s. Perhaps no
doctrine can be mne faile, or more perniclous,
than that a ftronz bias or propuenfity towards
any vice leffens the moral evil of vicious practices.
‘T'his is (v far trom being true, that it is the very
thing in which the e'fence of the crime confits.
It is fo far from heing (afe, that it opens a door
for a hfe of the mott atrocious offences. A great
abenation of heart from Gan and his ways is the
preate®t ditficulty a man can labour under in his
fervice. Thie alenatlon of heart is properly a
moral inability for the fervice of Gon, and is all
the inadbiiity man labours under; and it is evident
that this is his greatett come, and the feuitful
(ource of all his other crimes,  ‘To plead our vici.
ous propenfitics, 25 an excute for our fins, is the
fame thing as io plead our gread criminality, as an
excuft for our ciinunal actions.

Hare [ would obfesve that thafe animal appe.
tices that a;¢ natural, ave in taemlelves lawful, and
nceellary
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Necelwry for the preforvaion, fupport, and comfore
of the body, or the propagation of the fpecies ;
and ic is lawful to induige them, as far as is requi-
fite tor aniwering their proper ends: but all be.
yond this is wrong, a: I argues 2 mind enllaved to
fenfuality, and allenate: from more fublime and hea-
Venly enjoyments, and theiefure exceedingly crimi-
nal In its dupofition.

111 Ismate endeavour to guard sgainft a tad ufe,
or m!daprovemsnt, of cach of the doctrines alres.
dy difculed.

Mer are naturaky in:!'ned ta run out of one ex-
treme into another. Both Calvinifts and Arminiang
have their extremes, and ficquently pervart the dog-
Wines they protes.

CaLvintsts abufe the Joctrineof divine decrees,

1. WaeN they infer from i that the elect are
actually juftiied from a!l cieruity; and that the
Jultification of believers in time is only 3 revelati-
on, or manifelation, of this cternal act. A doce
trine that lays a natural fourniation for gen, who
once imazine them(=lve; to have been converted, to
live ealy i fins that are unrepented of. ii they
bel:eve themlelves to have been juftified from eter-
pity, juitified before they repented and believed, it
Is eafy for them to hope that they are fill juftifed
though liviog i the love and practice of fia, im-
peaiteat and unbelieving. If this doctrine is teue,
we ouzht not to pray for the pardon of our fins,
and acceptance in the fight of Goo; we fhould
only pray, that if we are of the eiect, he would
be pleafed to munfeit our eternal jultification to
us, for our prefc~t comfort.

Tuz fame me:hod of arguicg, by which I pre,
fume

4
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fume this doetrine is fupported, would prove that
this world and all its ishabitants we:c created fictn
eternicy: that man was fiom ail eternity in s flate
ot innecence; fiom all eternity condemned and pol-
luted; from all eternity juftifed and (anctified
and from all ecternity g.oiifcd; and therefore
from all eternity, and ar ail times, holy snd usho-
ly, ianocent and gullty, pardored and condemred,
in difgrace on carth and glorified in heaven.

2. THey abufe this doctrice, when ttey infer
from it, that bel'evers a:e not bourd by the law,
as a ru'e of duty; that Gon does rot charge thele
fins upon them, and that thcy by {in are notbiought
under the divire d!fplezfurc; that ikeugh they do
what would be fin in others, it is no fin in them;
and that therefore they are rot lisble to punitment
for it. This is an enor that ftrikes at the foun.
dation of all praciical reiisicnn, and makes Cuarse
the minifter ot fin. The Jefign of Cuasr’'s coming
into the world, living a life of torrow, and (hed.
{ng his precious blood on *he crofs, was that he
mght fave his peorle frem fheir fins, and net
{n thair fins: his defien was not to put them :
in fuch a ftate thar they might live at eafe and
f:%ety in the love and practice of fin; but to pive
them a holy avertinn to ir, and teach, difpole ard
enahle them carerully to avoid it.  The doctrineof
grace seach us tkei denying ungedlivet qnd werldly
Infls, we fhauld live [oderly, righteouly end Godly in
¥his prefens world, oeking nnte that Mefled hoje and
the gloriens appearavici of the great GOD and of our
Seviewr FESUS CHRIST, swho gave himjelf for ue
that he might redeem u: from ail inipuity, and pu-
vify gmte himfeif a pecuifar peapie Zeal:us of geod
werks. In thefe few words are clecriy expre(fed
the main end of Crpist's ircarnaticn, cf the labours
of tis life, and the forrows of his death, of his
sttorement made on the crefe, and s inverceflion
ia Heaven; the main ¢nd of i (ke decitines hea;:c:

i
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hiv Apolles. have taught; and the ritural teh-
dency and efect of Chriflianity, wheie cver it i$
cordially and fincerely imbmced.

3. They abufe the do&rine, when they infer
from it that it is in vain for them to feek the gracd
of Gop {n the ufe of appoirted tneans; that if they
are ele@ed, they fhail he raved. do what they wili;
and 1f they are not, they fhail te dan.ned, do ail
they can. In this manrer, lam afrald, fcme reafon
themfelves cut of Gen's appoinied way of Salvis
tion, and into etcinal deftrudtion.

Ler fuch be aflured. and let the thoupght deep-
ly impre(s their hoarnts, that the decrees of Gop Cu
not force them ro fin, ror to continue in imy cui-
tence and unbelief.

Mew dc not act thus folifhly with regard to :ha
life of their bodies. They believe that the tine
of their death is as cerrainly decreed as their e cr-
nal ftaze; but they do rot infer from this, that
they need ufe ro means for thew own preferva-
tion; 22+ conclude thatif «t is apyointed that they
fha'' die au Dich 2 ime, they thsll die then, nid
that if 12 s spavnted tf at they thall live until fich
a time, they.{hail ne ull then, act as they wili g
and that thaiefore it s ule'ess for them to ufe 3iy
means to prefeive life, or endeavour to avaid danger.
Indeed wken men anguc . this way withcgard 1o
their eternal ftate, it ratiier ari'es fiom their sveslr
on to religion, and i< an cxcule for their negledi «f
ity thanthe cfle® of any prnc’es they really holds
On this tub,ect a ferious 1aticna! man wouid ratker
reafon thus, firce whatioever comes to pafs s de-
creed by the Aimighty: the mcans a1e decieed, c;
weil as the end; and that this decice eflablils
the cenrexion btenween the neecns ard the ercy
and I con wyrentiy the ornly greund of clocu e
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inent we have to ufe the mears, in hopes of obtaip.
fng the end.  Was there no fuch eftablithed connex.
ton, there would te ne giound ef encouragement 1o
ule the means; and if enher the means or the end
weie not deciecd, but lefc entively ccnungent or un-
cewtain, there could be no fuch eftablifhed connexi-
on: aid confequently we could have no more rea.
tun, o1 grourd of encoumagement, to do ore thing
in o1der (o obtain any particular end in view, ra-
wier than anotker quite ¢iffcrent frem it, or oppo-
e toit,

1T 's extremely abfurd for a man fo to bufy him-
felf about 1he tecret things that belong to Gop, and
sre entiely unknown to him, 3s to 1eafon himfelf
into the reg'e@ of thofe things, which are phinly
rerealed as the jath of life, andthe way of his du-
tv. The feaet purpofes ot the Almighty are un-
brewn; what he his made mar’s duty, and requi-
1ed him to obferve as the meins cf his falvation,
is plazn ard cbvious; and therefore common fenfe
f:ouid teach him carcfully to atiend to the latter,
ard be found duigent and conflant in the ufe of
Ger's appointed mears of grace. ‘This reazon di-
rects, and thus 2 fenfibie man will act an all the
vmrnen cercersrof life: men 2te guilty of the ab-
furdity 1 orjote. cnly where tle Lonor ¢f Gep and
thed ewn luivaticn aieccrcerrned.

4. Tnowe mifmpreve tke dediire of divire de-
aves, wlo, though ternrbie of thir yuined flate by
fin, and ! their ablclute need of divire grace, yat
ate ducourzged fiom applytrg to Gep in Cuasst
ivr deliverance biem their deplorable flate, through
fear ot thcirnet Leirg cf the nupber of Gep's ele@.
They melully corvirced that they are guilty! and
muierable firrets, wlo reced 4 pardon ard il the
graces of the holy fpinit é they teljcve thas Cuat.n‘

i
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died to fave finre-s, thatthrovgh him they havear
offer of pardon and reconciliztion, that a2 holy ard
gracious Gop has made it their duty to feek his
grace in the ufe of kis own appointcd meand, and
given them grear encouragement to hope tor fuccets ;
they are fare, that if in the ule of thee meancthey
are brought to true rerentance, they fhall find mer.
cy ; but they are entirely ignorant of the fecret
decrces of Mecaven. Now for men to negietl that
which they ‘o weil unde. ftand, and know to be their
undoubted duty, on account of that which they
know nothing about, which does not belong to then
and, which, being ununown, cannat operate as a
rational motive of a&ion, arnd which dces not déitioy
their free ageucy, is finful madiels and folly. Goep
infarms them in his word that fecre! things belong
to him,and to them thofe thar merevealed ;3 hutthey
are fo concerred about Gon's bhufire’s, as toreglect
their own; and thatin macteisof the lall importance.

Lire and fzlvation are ficely cFercd to all the
fons and dauzhrars of Adam, who hear the found
of the gofpel, by a faititful Gop, whnfe word is
rot yea, ard rnav; hut vea, and amer: and (hail we
tefo difcouraged by thatin Gen, whichis anentjre
fecret to us, as to neg'e® to feck that happirels,
which is fo pleinly and feclv cffered to us? Such
condu® pe:verts the do&:ire of divire decrees o
the wo'ft and moft deftru@:ve purvotes.  You fap,
you can find no marks of cletion in yeur remyer
and condu®, and therefore can Fave no enccurage-
mert to come fo CuricT. Could yeu be perfu--
ded of your eledion, vou con!d then approach to
Gop, asore of his chnen ores; 1 as it is, you
are afraid of being 1cieited as a reprchare.  Let:r
teilvou, my firends, that theve was rever yet a fal-
Jen fon of Adam, who, on his it zpplicaion tn
‘CnaisTy came as one of Gob’s elect ; but they come
¥ poor, polluted, gu*y, condemred fiznsrs, @ris

pcd



]

-

v

__

f
i

8s

ped of a' [:Xf clihteoulnels, and withou: one difs
cernable mak of eedion abuut them. ‘T'hey take
not thetr eacsitagedie it fiod their ele®wn; buc
feom the fiee offer of life made to guiity tinnersin
the gO{yc: b\l a fdi(hful Goo. The gm'pt:: 0‘?&‘( is
not made to the etesd, as fuchy but to wmen confi-
Jred as guliy ftaners of the race of Adum; and
theretoie they have no bufinel, weh their elelion
i1 tae cafe, tney tave ny bufize’s o be f{earching
in themieives tir the maiks ol e'elion, they need
enly to kaow that they ae guilty needy finness,
iy order to be alfured that ihe offer ot life s mace
0 them and hat they have a fufitvient wanagt to
zeceprof ity onld thal on their fo doimng, they thail
certainly find murey.  Sosiiag for the mirks of ¢-
leltion, as neceilay quattications for vur coming
t9 CuarsT, w a very eftectual bar in the way of a
right apphication to han, @l argues that we are
frange:s to the tue chi;;::'!t:r of CuntaT, and tothe
abundant riches and freeuels of Goo's grace.

Twee Arminfan who den'es the {ore ordination of
al thogs and wa.am'y pieads for human liberty,
neevests thie doiine he profeiles,

1. Wnun he conciudes that many things come
to pafs, no by the oider of Gon's piovideace, but
by foitune, luck or charce. This fotivn ratarully
teads taexciudethe Almishry from the provideaticl
rovermnent of the worid, and thus dettioy all 1glia
gion. It we (uppofe there are a rnumber of tuings
which ave notfore ordamed by the Supienie being,
ii1s edly 1o conciude that they come to pa’s by ac-
cident, 1€ leYor mattess may thus come o pals,
greater and mo.c important matters may ahv: andby
purfuing this thought, we may lcainroatcibeeve y
uadural coinlfort of L:ife, and every natuwial afl.ciios,
() chaace, fortane, or [ know nod what iniduence of
tie s, Every alvaatage we enjoyy aad 2l vae-

s
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ce(s in our labours, we may confliler as our goof
fortune and not as the bounty of Heaven; andeve.
ry lofs difappointmene, and afil:ction we may look
upon as bad luck, and not as an adverfe difpen{ation
of providence : and thus the Deity m1y be exclu-
ded from having ary hand in the government of
the world he has created, and religion be made
unnece(lary, and even impoffitle. Why fhould 1
pray to the almighty to guard me fom cvil, or
bettow upon me any of the bleinzs or camforts of
lite, if thefe evils, bleflings or comforts come by
chance? Or why fhould | make any gratetul ac-
knowledgements for the gocd things [ receive from
fortune, and not from a wife difpoting providence ?
How can I be (enfible of my dependence upon Gob,
if 1 conftantly depend upon fortune? Thus we lee,
thac practical athei(m, or a hlind devotion to a “o8’
that is, and ever will be, unknown natwially tiows
from the doctrine of chance. And he who denics
the fore ordination of all things is not many i~
' move: from this pernicious doctrine, and will eie

ther fali into it himfelf, cr lead others into it, qu
not muchoen his guard.

' As this doctrine tende to deftrov the idea ofour
dependence on Gop, and accountableneis to him, fo.
jt tends to deftroy, o: at lealt gready to weaken,
our obligations to juftice in our commerce, one with
ansther: for if the good things of this lifc aie on-
ly the goods of fortune, and no* ot a kind providence,
why have [ not as good a right to pick up what is
fcattered by chance, as another min ? And hs being
fo lucky as to ftep in before me and get prior pof-
feflion, is but a very feble foundation, on which to
eftablith his claim, and prove it to be better than
mine. Then why may { not lay it down as aprin-
ciple to take all advantages, .and get potleflion of as
many of thefe goods of fortune, as § can; fince
they are no more defigned for anather thin forme ?.
o Ua
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Qo this principle, to talk of injuftice, and of taking
unrighteous advaatages of our fellow men, is only
Yo make an unmeing found of words. Exclude
a providence, and of all the goods of forrune there
is no fuch thing as mine and thine, upon any other
principle than thatofactual pofleflion. Butitthe com-
forts of life are the zifts of Gup's pm\“dcncc then
the man who receives them has arghttounded on
the firmeft bottom, viz: the tiee donation of the
great proprictor of all; and therefore to deprive h'm
of them is an act ot criminal irjuftice, junifh-bieby
the lovercign difpoler of all things.

Luex, fortune, and chance, is the proper lar.
guage of gamelters, who prelume to difpore of the
bounties of a kind providence, withnur any regard
to the will of that Gon, from whole muniticent
hand they received then:; ard theiefore dare not
ook to him for dire&ion and {uccels in their unlaw.
ful and very criminal pratice of paming; and to
that abandoned (et of unpeincipled men they ougist
tc be confined; for they aie by no means the pro-

- ver languaze of a Chriftian ar a Theitt. [ doubs
not hut the frequent uie of theie terms Las a bad
gnflucnce upon the minds of muititudes, removes
Gon's providential government far out of fizke, and
by that means corrupts ihe moials of men, in ma-
ny reipefls.

2. Trr Arminian mifunder(tands and abufes the
do&tine of fiee agency, when he (o aicr:bes a num-
ber of events to the wiil of man, as o exclude
the providence of Gop frow having any hand in
producing, or difpofing of them.

A 1ate Writer fays, tha: ** The will of inanis
a felf determining power (pringing up in his wiilirg
capacity.” 1 confels that to me this fentence ap-
pears unintelligible, and I appichend it is {o 1o ail
others;

‘ lr
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hr the will of man is, pz'o;wc:-]y fpeaking, a -
2 eimining power, if it determines itlell inderen-
u:'.t of lhe diipoling }l"O\-uLuCC ot Gon, ticy al
thole even:s that procecd tiom it, as effeds 1o
their cautes, malt be equaly independent of d vine
frovidence; then, when my neighbour, my ficud,
ot tiie wire of my botom injures me in the ot
teader poin's, whether in mv eitate, my pe.fo1, or
my re; utatién, 1zm not o efteem it any ‘onen ¢l e
aivine difpleafure, or @ fazhe ly chaftifemnent to ay
ofznces; 1 have na occalion to humble motof
uinder the correQing hand of Gop, refian o Lis
Wi, or to owa the jualtice of the puin: l.n.ac“ s
cemirg fiom Lim; Lecaufe ali thele allllfi 017 ‘J0.
cced trom the feif determining power of e wil
of fiec azen's, and not from any purpole or wc er-
mnxion ol heaver. The rad is now dumns, nd
we aie nat called to hear the voice of hin it
haiy appoinied it. The na.ural terdency, vea the
recedury confequence of this, is the neglect o fu-
mility under afl.ctions, and graticude for 7o ¥00s
tecerved, where other peirfons are the infiiinonts
of them., Add ro this the notion of many .. s
happening by chance, and it deftroys beth vl
and revealed 1eligion, and fome of the mdt! z~r.;31’c
and generous teelings of the human heart: wns '
good men will be deprived of the advantazes «f of
firttions, be able no more to make a piocs uwe of
tuem, and be deprived of one of the noblell 1, ,~ 013
uader fuch wials.  This doctrine, 1 thal., nazerals
ly tends to heighten the fenfe of injuiic, we re-
ceive from othe:s, indifpofes the mind to cconciiis
ation, promotes afphit of revenge, and gocul'y tel
{ens the degree of (ociabilisy in our wo:ild, When
we receive irjuries fiem cthers, noa}n; Cat } vt

greater tendeacy to calm the mind, and clieck (he
vivient emotions of refentment and revenpe, tiun to
confluer them as the inltruments of Gen's turher'y
cuait.ement, then we fay, Ib is ti: LCRD, len
Lim ~

L
(Y

W



- .
39 -

i bim doas feemesh him good; but if we eorfiler thela

T ) " proceeding were'y frem the vicious dile

» ftions of men, and luppoie the p:evilerce of Gen

i -» 7o hand in them, we want hic necefary checx

o~ cue paffioes, and wiil Le apt o indu'ge our 1e.

1c3iment to a much gieater degice.

% Tne Arminian gre{Tlv perverts the do8:i-e
‘o profetfes, wien he s ndi(J by t to duy

s adloltte foreknowiedge of the (ree voiiteus
ST $2 9

! vave lorg feen that the den'al af 'fe fave.
a-nation of all things clear'y impied a deatal
' adlninte forekrowledge of the free val:i ng
«." mea, and of every thi-g, every ation ar! cve.
o qucumlance, thatdere-d vpan themy and Snow
12t thee were fev mes, o 3 (hich heol

o wha faw anl admiti2i he condeyence. Mt
> [ar thofe who pay 8 (ovlent recasd to-he Doved
©oUues. whih da Cedly and (U7lp aTmiee b ¢
oty L had crary enonch ta B’ e~c tha ey

“ nnt the cor ecuc-ee: ad do'ved -0, N

‘toy fhocld (ce it 2 cezard o the B oncur o f
r n, the »harty of kig wer !. ad he ‘nreeedl

oorue reliien, waild relanci'e ko to e 4
vz oof decoess. IR e"’e"z"‘ KL PRI
~ wen of many of ®uem, bat -8 of Tare that

1 ~vacin pret muftale: trat thee e Gre v
» ~ oA pious men, whe eltter cotv Got s
v~ ‘e® foicknowledie, 01 extiefe tteir o Nwoa
LN £ (:CY fee the MJ:‘:‘Z\‘ LN T R ¢
|t weat Ay, ot mawaring ity wohoar 2
= stirg of tte forecorainanior of a1 b o
v+ dreadful nature, and keocid conegaerces f O ¢
s bae have been o efenth ntied motberers
W+ ahofe wha urde flead net tre dodiire, 203
weve therefore (trangers to 6 niice and rerucre

€ eprences, that ey e frighiened ool e
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bear, or mere creature of imagination, to deny one
of Gop's effentail attributes.

Wirh regard to fuch, I would earneftly entreat
vou, my friends to make a ferious paufe; confider
the gronnd you are on, and renour.ce that doctrine,
which leads you to un-deify youi Maker, by whom.
fcever it is taught, or in what ever alluring drefs
it comes recommended. That doctrine muft be
falfe that ftrikes at the crown and dignity of Gob,
though taught by an Angel from: heaven. Search
the fcriptures, and there you will find the doctrine
of divine decrees, and of particular election, exe
preffed in very plain terms; there alfo you will
find man's frce agency firmly eftablithed; and whe.
ther you are able tully to reconcile them, or not,
believe them both, becaufe they are both taught
in your bibles; and attribute the difficulty to the
weaknels of human nature, and our incapacuy of
knowirg the Almighty to perfetion. Remembet
that in this cafe, adoration and fubmiflion becomes
you, much better than curious ipeculation.

As for thofe who have hot gone this dreadful
lenath, who, though they deny fore ordination, yet
muamtain the perfect foreknowledge of Gop, let ine
warn you of your danger.  You ftand juft uponthe
verge of this dangerous, Gob-dithonourirg errer.
Several of your brevliren have alveady ftepped ine
to it; this may convince vou of your danger, and
put you on your guard. You are not far from de-
denying the perfect foreknowledg of Gop; and
when this 1s denied, a train of confequences follow,
that effectually fap the foundation of all religion,
natwial and reveaiad, and lead on to down right
Atheifm. I hope a number of you are pious mens
and I am fure if you are, and are as prudent as pi-
ous. you will terioufly confider (he danger ycu
are in of denyirg one of Gon’s cflential péxfcctio?t,'
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or advancing that do@rine, from which others will
naturaily infer fuch denial; as fome have alieady
done. ‘

Another great abufe of the arminian doétrine, and
which he is but a fmall remove from, is that of re-
jefting ihe do&rine of falvation by grace entirely
free, and afcribing it at leaftin part, to the creature’s
good difpofitions, or good works.

As far as I know, the moft of Arminian Divinesof {
any note, acknowledge the depravity of human na«
ture, and the necefity of renewing grace, in order
to their being turned from fin to Gop- It is evie
dent that this depravity confifts not in the want of
faculties or powers of foul, but a difpofition to
make a proper .feof natural faculties. That grace of
Gon then that is requifite for mans converfion from
felf to Chrift, and from fin to holinefs, are inward
operations of the holy fpirit, making him willing to
turn.  Unwillingnels to that which is truly good
is the thing in which human depravity chiefly con-
fits, Since Chrift has made atonement for finj
fince the demands of juftice are thereby fatisfied,
and the law magnified and made honorable, the
chief difficulty in the way of the finner's falvationis
his unwillingnefs to accept of Chrit in all his offi
ces, and return to Gop in a way of duty. This
difficulty is univerfal, it prevails in all men, until
removed by renewing grace. Since the chief barin
the way is unwillingne(s, it is evident that it can
never be removed, until the man is made willing;
and whenever he is made willing, it is effe®ually
removed, The Arminian may fay, and piove, that
falvation Is offered to all men, and that Gop be-
tows upon every man that portion of grace, which
is fufficient for his falvation, if he will but,make a
right ufe of it yet he has faid nothing to \he purs
pole, he has not twclied the main difficulty; folx;
! a
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all this would be true, ifno (uch th'rg as enewing cotr’
verting grece had everexifted ; had th.~ holy fpirituever
operated upun the mind of man, in any ore iuftance.
This then is not fully preachirg the gofyel, it is
not the gofpel of free grace; it leaves the finner in
the [ame deplorable ftate he w3s in Llefore; of
bis mind is fully, and sightly, convinced of fin, it
leaves him in defpair. 1 fay in all this the Armini-
an has faid nothing to his puipofe, unlels he can
make it appear, that Gon has teftcwed that grace
upon «ll men. which a&ually inclines their will o
accept of oftered falvation, and turn to Gen. Une
lefs he make shis appear, the main difficulty 1emains,
and man is as fur from conve:fion as ever. |f thiy
dificulty is removed, and he is made truly willirg,
the work is dore, he is a&ually couverted to Gen,
To fay that a maniswiling tobe faved by Chiift,
is the fame thing as to fay, that I'c <¢lutes thet way
s of Dalvaiion, and prefers it to all otheny; which is
" the fame thing as a@ually acceprirg Chutt and falva.
tion, and turning to Gen thiongh him: for accepts
ing of Chritt is an a@ «f choice, 1tis teng willrg
to be taved on gofyel terms ¢ e a gift of grace
ewitely fiee.  But that all wiil acualy be faved,
or tha: 2a'l do afuaily accept of Chiril, 21.d tun
fiom fin to Goldgl apjichend, is connary barh to
feripture and tomatter of tact. 3 we fay tha allare
alualy coavented, we contradi® fags. if we fay
that fume are converted, and fome ate not, we then
adert that there 1s a grcat dference tetween man
and n.ew, intheir fpiritual efate; a0 0 of we crquine
into the reaion of this difference, we canrot lay, un
Armnan prireiples, thatitis ewirg totte fiec fy-
vereign grace of Con. Here a man is in gieat dan.
ger of afcnibing his (alvatien tojomedhng in Hwmielf,
ot (-meiking dore by Ereeif, ta ter e vintwe, weitk,
ar caceliency, fuyetior to wh.tis tound in oither
e, When orce wepetinta tha vay, we e in
dangar o0 eseearg, Lo fep te e, vt we
L ae
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come to attribute our falvation, chiefly, if not alto-
pether, 1o ourielves 5 and thus gradually flide off
from the covenant of grace to:hecovenant of works;
and initead of being humble penfioners on theboun:
ty of hesven, becume, inour own apprehnfions,
ielf dereadent and fe'f fufficient. This is net thee
fpeculation ; it has been frequently realized in the
praltices ot men. Yea many have proceeisd that
length, as virtuaily to deny the neceflity of rege:
ne:ation, and juftication through the tedemption
that is in Chrilt Jefus. \Vhen men once get into
this way of depending upon their own worke, s the

' pround ot theyr acceprance with Gop, they foon
come to imagine that les and le's wi'l jerve, until
they aseffpltually exclude ftri& morality out of their
religlons (yttem, as Chriftianity.

Waat are properly called the dofiines of grace
are the be® means of promoting the praltice of vis-
tue snd morality; and he who preaches falvation by
woiks contribates largely towards banithing good
works fromn among men: therefore Arminians. muft
be m:ich on their guard. or they wiil deftroy thofe
good works, for which they think themfelves the
only faith(ul confiftent advocates.

As far as my obfervation extenls, it daes rot 2p.
pear from matter of fa that Arminisniim is any
more friendly to virtye than Calviniim; which makes
it appear prodable, that as Calvinfts are apt to run,
firt in'o Antinomianitim, &nd thea into carele(lnefs
27d lonfeneis of living; fo Arminians are prore (o
fi:de off from the truih of the goipe’, fuft into le-
gaiity, and then int> open immoraliry.

1 n.vegeneraliy found that where the total cor.
ruption of human nature, aut falvatior by grace 29-
folate'y free and {overeign, have been moft clearly
taught, warmly inculcated, and cordially peceived,
there the praltice of morality and re'igion have reft
adounded. Iv.




, IV W thall draw a few prattical inferences from
each of the propofitions we have endeavoured ta
prove.

1. From the do&trine of the fore-ordination of
all things let us learn to magnify and adore the
boly fovereignty of an Almighty and infinitely wife
Goo.  All dependent beings were made by him;
‘all are difpofed of according to his fovereign plea-
fu.2; and for his glory they are and were created,
He does his plealure in the armies of Heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth; none can ftay
his hand, or {ay unto him, whac doft thou? He
giveth and he taketh away; he killeth, and be ma-
keth alive, according to his fovereign plealure; he
‘hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom
he will'he hardeneth. In all he aés as an abfolute
fovereign, and giveth an account to us of none of
his ways.

Are there any of us loaded with confeious guile,
ahd lying obnoxious to divine dilplealure, in a Rate
in which we fhall be eternally miferable, unlefs (pee-
dily delivered from {t? Let us remember, and that
.with joyful heurts, that our (alvation entirely de-
‘pends upon the (overeign will of that being, wha
worketh in us both to will and to do of his own
good plealure. It is mitter of unfpeakable joy to
us that it is (o; for if it dzpended upon any thing
that we have done, or ever (hall do, or upon any
thing in us, any gool defires and refvlutions, we
might jutly fit dowa in black d2(paie. If it depen-
ded upon our choice confidejel as free agents, wo
fhould eternally perith; for we are all nturally dif-
pofed to chule weong. Ifitdepended upon theim-
provemant of that (tuek of grace which all others
receive oqually with ourfelves, we thould torerer
pacith ; /bacaule we are no betear than others, and

no mare difpofed thaa they are to mikea wifeim-
provement,
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provement, our hearts being 2s much inclined to
chufe fin, and iefufe to turn fiom it unte Goo. If
it was left to our beft endeavours, our peni‘ential
tears, and our moft fervent prayers, we fhould cer-
tainly perithy for our beft endeavours are attend-
ed with fo many finful impeifeltions, that they ex-
pofe us o the juft difpleafwre of Heaven; our moit
penitential tears are (o mixed with fin that they call
for more penitential tems, and our beft prayers,
while in an umegeneraied ftate, are an abominati.
on to the Loro; and all becaufe we are void of
faith fn Chritt and a principle of love to Goo.
If it depende.d upon our own faithfulnefs, we might
de(pair ; for we aie a faithlefs generation, and our
hearts are deceitful above all things and defperate-
ly wicked. A finner may have too low thoughts
of the mercy of Gob, and under value the merits of
Chrilt; but he cannot have too bad an opinion of
his own ftate, and undeivalne himfelf. But when
we confider that all our dependence is upon the
fovereign graca of Gop, who has mercy for his own
name's {akey and for the fake of the merits and me-
diation of his Son Jelus Chrit, ourrealonable hopes
may review, and we may take encouragemnent to
work out our falvation with fear and trembdling.

Tue do&trinethat fufpends the favor of Gon upon
free will, or the free agency of man, and promifes
men the pardon of fin anl other gofpel bleflings,
upon condition of their doing (o and s, may be plea.
fing to thoie who are (trangers to the total depra.
vity of their own nature, the deep rooted corrup-
tion of their hearts, their ftrong enmity to Gop
and the way of (alvation through the Lord Jelus
Chritt 5 itmay be pleafing to thofe whofe convicti-
ons are but (uperficialy and who are by no means
difpoiTelTed of a legal felf-righteous fpirit: buttoa
depraved finner, who is truly and deeply covinced
of his own finfulnefs, who hus lung been labouring

in




{1 the ufe of means, and finds his carruptfons con
tinuing  their full (trength, his fin daily increafing,
and himfelf expofed toan azravared comdemnaiion
even for the fins of his holy things, this is the mit
difcoaraging dotlrine, exactly calculated to fink him
into black defpair. My falvation 15 on a much bet.
ter footing, and [ have much greater reafon to hope
for (uccels in feeking it, when it depends entirely on
the electing fovereign grace of Gob, thanwould be
the cale, itit depended upon my free will. The on.
ly ground of encouragement I have to work out my
{alvation with fear and trembling, s chat it is Gop
that worketh in me, both to will and to do, of his
own good pleafure : becaufe fuch is the difpofition
of my heart, and fuch 1ts enmity to all the waysof
Gop, 1ych my pride, {elf-righteoulnefs, and untelief,
that [ fhall certainly refufe (alvation on Gop’s hum-
bling plan, unle(s he is pleafed by his fovereign mer.
cy torenew my nature, and make me willing in a
day of his power. The grace of Gop muft not on.
ly put me in fuch a fta:e, that [ may be favedif |
will; but it mult alfo bow my (oul and make me wil-
ling, or 1 fhall certainly die in my fins.

2. Tue decrees of Cion are not the rule of our
conduct, they are {ecret things that do not helong
to us; therefore let us not vainly and curioully en-
quire, what he has decrecd for us, either in this
world, or in the world to come. But let us con-
fider what it is he requireth of us, as our duty,ant
endeavour diligently to do it; what he has poin:
ted out as our greatelt privilege, and (rive witely
to improveit; and what is the method of (alvation
revealed inthe gofpel, and be engaged to [ck fal
vation in this wav: thefe are the things that be-
long to us, and thele demand our chiet atteation.
Ip all, let us fubmit to Gop, anl telign ourfelvesto
his holy and wi(¢ di(pofals, and realize our dcpc:\-
dence upon his loversign will. Stripped of fef:

righteoulne(s
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j'vhreoulnels, and (gl fufficiency, and humbled in
the duft under a ienfe of our own depravity and
puilt, 18t us proftraze ourfelves at the foot ftool of
a fovereign Gop, and plead that grace which he
beflows, how, when, and on whom he- pleafes, ac-
cording to the good pleafure of his wil'. He hath
for his own glory, and according to thé couniel of
fis own will, tore-ordained whatfoever cemes to
pafs, and all things will certainly and exallly anfwer
theends for which he defigned them: they will:e-
dound’to_the giory of his holy name, and will be
found, at lat, all to have been condu@ted in a way
inlinitely hol;, wife and good; however unable
we may be at piefent to dilcem it. Such a Gon,
it becomes us to adore, humbly {ubmit to, and obey ;
arl not curioufly inquite into his deciges, nor pre-
fu m'uuouﬂy call the condué@ of his providence to
the bar of out finite and iuble reafon.

3. Is man a free agent, who alls according to
his own voluntary choice, both when he does thac
which is good, and when he does that which is
evil? Then let us never fay, when we fin, that
we could not avoid ity let vs never acribe our
finfulne(s, or our mifery, to a juft and holy Gon;
for the decrees of Goo, as was intimated before,
never lay any man under a neceflity of finning, they
never confine him in a flate of fin and impenitence,
or hincer him fiom accepting the ofters of the fal-
vaticn in the gofjel

Wnarever myfleiies may attend the doctrine of
divine decrces, or however cedtainly it has been
pruved, nothing can be more plain and certain than
that Gon never was, nur ever will be the author
of the finfulrefs of any 2ction, or the crucl and
uniult punither of his creatures, All his works
are holy, wife, jult and good; however unchle we
nity be to compichend it in particy’uw i inces,
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When we fpesk of the (overeignty of Gop, we do
not mean that he has 2 {overeign vight to do that
which is wiong; or that, as an abtolute wicked
prince, he tieats his fubjectswith injuftice and cru-
elty,” for his own intereft or pleafure: but we
mean that he does what is right -according to his
own pleafure, independent of the will of man, and
without being accountable to him for any of his
ways.

We may then conclude, and that with the great.
eft certainty, that all the criminality, or blame wors
thinefs of our vieious:actions is in the finning creas
ture, and_not:in the adorable Creator§ and let us
take thame to ourfelves, and humbly acknowledge
the juftice of the divine difpleafure; in the punith-
ment of our iniquities, Jtis a moft unbappy, and
finful [tate of mind, to be difpofed to reply againft
GOD, and to fay unto the Aimighty, whas deef} theu?
Or for the thing formed, te jay to him that formed it,
why haft theu made me thus? 1t becomes us much
better to acknowledge, that he has a vight to do
what he will with his own, and reverently to bow
ouifelves at his footflool.  Our heaits aenot fufs
ficiently humb'ud before Gono, until they are dife
pofed 1o look up to himasa fovereign difpofer of
his favors, and to cwn that, as men have made
themfelves finne's, he hus a right to make them
either vellels of wrath, or veTels of mercy ; and-that
if he beftows mercy on one finner, andleaves another
to perith in fin for the manTeftation of his holinefs
and juttice, he does no wrong. Until a man is
brought to this, rebeilion 1eigns in his heart, and
heis ever difpoled to cenfuie the conduet of his
Maker and think it haia tha: he is left to penfh
in his fins, and fink into thit ruin he has volunta.
rily brought on himfelf; and therefore that Gop is
under a kind of obligation to beftow favours up-

on him: and as long os this is the cafe, he is ve-
vet
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vor preperly difpofed to plesd for mercy.  If Gow
Ias not an abfelute right 1o 'eave me to perifh ‘n
my (ins, «fier all T can poffitly do, but is oblized
to fare me, it ie an a& cof jrftice. and I eleim it
nemy dree, 1f he fhould befow his fpecial prace
woon another, and leave me to deferved 'uin,
(tore is nothing ciuel or urjuft in it, unlefs he is
cbiiged to (ave us bo'h; bis faving another dees
werolinim; and 1 have no reafon to enquive why
e dues 1ty or to cen‘ure his condué as partial and
‘veaunical: he may have mercy on whom te will
have mercy 3 2nd I have ng sealop to comphin,
it 1 have a difpofitien to do fo, it it certainly ow-
ing to the unmortifed price of my hearr, my igno-
jorRe of the inniinfick evil and greet cemeric of
:.w. and infenfibility of my entire deperderce en
¢ fovereign grace of Gop. Thispridev r'":-m-!v
egns 1 the human heeart, it 3e:hercct of 8l !'n
R while it prevails, fa'vation fiem fin is ‘mye -
¢y and theietore the fi:ft thirg receflary, in ordee
xo ‘he recevery of thefinrer; is te norti'y thig
price, and biing dewn tle Leart to the fooifloel
ol meicy.
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4. From the dofirire of fiee sgercy we infefthat
the power of Gop Joes not farce men in'c a faie
of grece speinft their willy for (his wenlo be de-
firoy ving fice agency, and ueatng man s a me e
wchine,

It is a difpofiiion of heart to <rufe wrorg, ond
refuie dhe offers of falvation in e ‘pofie’, b ¢
renders the inward operations of divive prace neer i
fory, in order to ocur {ulvation. Iy ‘here 'nw. . d
opecations the temper of the m'nd is chargeld. .- |
the m-n difpofed to turn to Cep e h Ch #,
and chufe life rather than deuth :an n N
Le il als voluntanily as a fiee ~rer ,wip o
compmionin the cafes  Thenif vy :.‘.u.."‘...;,.ck
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a term by which fome are ford of reproaching the
Calvinifts, is meant grace which forces men into z
happy ftate contrary to their wills, we reje&t the
notion as an evident abfurdity and {clf-contradiQi-
on; but if the meaning is that the grace of -Gon
proves effeflual, removes the natural emnity of the
heart, aud efficacioufly difpofes the mind to retuin
to him, and accept of life @n gofpel terms, we hear-
tily approve the doétrine, and rejoice in it as moft
comfortable to creatures {unk into a ftate of total de-
ptavity. We rejoice to hear a merciful Gob fay,
My peeple fball be willing in a day of my power. :

5. Boru from the doftrine of divine decrees,
and that of man's free agency, we infer the reafon.
ablenels and neceffity of giving all diligence to make
our calling and ele®tion fure.

As rational creatures, and voluntary agente, we
are governed by motives, and a® under their influ-
ence, according to our ows free chaice; let us
then give every motive to repentance and iefor-
mation their full force on our m'nds, that we may
be thereby induced to ronounce every fin, and
turn to Gop with our whole hoarts, When we
find an indifpofition of mind to thefe important
dutjes, let us plead, with proper humility and fer.
vency, with him, with whom is the :efidue ef
the fpirit, that we may be favoured with his pow-
erful operations, renewed in our difpofitions, and
fweetly difpofcd to perform them, T'o this our pre-
fent condition loudly calls us, to this a gracious
Gop has given us abundant encouragement, and to
itall theregaid we have to our owg e’ernal inter-
eft hould powerfully exciic us. ‘I'he great Jeho-
vah, our juttly cffended fovereign, has made known
himl{elf to be the LORD, the LORD GOD, graci-
ous and werciful, flow to anger, and obundant in good-

nefs aud truth, e has fent an omuiccient Prophet
into
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the world toteach us the way of life, a compaffion-
ate High-prielt, to atone for our fins and make con-
tinual intercetlion for us, an all-powerful King, to
conquer and fubdue our enemies, and to govern us
by the moft excellent laws, and allo to exhibit
for our imitation the moft peifet example. He
makes us the offer of pardon and reconciliation,
tenderly invites .and eaineftly entreats us to be
reconciled. He lays the teirors of hell befora us,
to alarm vur jult and necetlacy fears, and theneffa-
ble joys of Heaven, to encourage our hopes, and
: excite our ardent defires. In thefe circumitances
let us not fay we can do nothing, and fic down n
indolence, ftupid and na®ive; but roule up all
our aétive powers, and exert ourlelves with fuitabhe
vigour and diligence, to fcek the Loap while he
may be found, and call upon him while he is near :
let tuch of us as are wicked, for(ake our way, and
fuch as are uifrighteous our thoughts, and let us
retain unte the Lorn, wno will have meicy upon
us aud co our Gop, who will abundantly pardon.

Here [ thought to have concluded "this leftuie’™
but another ufe of the fir(t head of do@rine has
fince occutred to my mind, which I cannot wil-
Ingly omits therefoie I proceed to obferve

6 Thart the doétrine of dlvine decreés affords
great {upport and comfort to the mind cf a good
man under the moft gloomy profpet of publick
ditrefTes and calamities.

WieN defpotifm triumphs, or anarchy prevails :
when princes tyrennize, or fubjelts rebel: when
kingdoms dath againlt kingdoms, and ftates aguinit
ftaes, until broken to pieces like a porfherd: when
civil difcord rages, and thoufands, and:evsof thou.
fandx, are flaughtered by the hands of war: whenthe
interet of millions we {acrificed to the amintion and
avacice of a few: when the jealoufy end fulpeien of

tho
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the peopls tie up the hands of the patrlor, aa i pre.
veal the ““bhc ‘OOd: whein ".:lnl' ad d‘m"ltiﬂﬂ
abound and poverty oppicies the peogle: o
{avages imbrue ‘their hands in the bloud of thy
jonocent, and tutvivess sive in view ot vheir bleet-
ing wounds: when honor and juitice aie tiam;icd
under foot, and public virtue s @xpning in g o ;
when pubiic as.ad private debt, luxury and ex-iava.
gance, ma.muing and duCu.mcu:. gencrally prevar;
when. men are bougln and ®oid, converted into be fg
and acingea’ o Mamaan, and ha' by advocates
for equa. Liberty and  he riihts of humanny 5 they
the pious patiiot awult reeline g-estet anxery.  le
loves his country and .conlile's his own mrercil a5
inleparabiy connclled with dhxe of the  pudie.
When his couatiy is chas Jditiefled. his heare is
dCt?p'y Wou.nucd, lnd GCJ::'] aver """"‘-"‘.“\! w o h l‘u!.
row. In fuch a cale, 1w muit aluid eat tuppert
acd confviation to iecolet, hat the nlan of il
woild was coutrived by 4 bew ot ¢ tedy knowe
ledge. Laid i wdnte witdun, ued oy goverved by
" a“‘w.{e and powe ful voov l'ence: sal wiii cers
u_mty aniwer ae z;;.}y aid §oaciots poipoics ovis
gmlly inteaded by its A Q7 Stk tlowe-
ver daik and perpiexed e praent e @ appears,
" faith in the jainite witdom and poxer of Guo fui
ly aTures him, that all this feeming qifend s hae-
mony not undailteold, and that:n the tiaal alus
every thing w il teanaate exally right.

" Waen the 1Tais of the chuech, waich is dezxe
to a pious man, are il in coafulion; when luid
ly Eccletiaftics tytanizs over the ped. le; anld, .-
fead of taking due ca.c of their tpiritial inte.ctic,
ate sioting in wealth and luxwiy, at their expctec:
when the people are lunk into avaice, and are i1
creligioufly Rarvig fuch as i»end :heir nme and
thelr fubftance in feeding them with knovielze:
when the profetfors of re'iglon are profule ia the¢
expeaces to {uppott thie pom,§ and vaait.es ol Ltv,
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‘anl bezrud:ie the finalleft fum for any publlc or
chuitedie u.e, and chufe to ferve Goo with that
which coats them norhing: when the minifters of
the g.ivel indesd . of (preading a favour of vital
pieiy, and promovag a fpiric of love and union in
the tumi'y of Cu. b, are bitdng and devouring one
anotl ¢. vneradle ent names, and converting the
facred dufk o a4 thestre of ridicnle and invece
tive, and Thas cnaging religious zeal into ill na-
tured bhito'ty, whie the people eagerly drink in
tae poiton, mel.ieill-nature for a true zeal tor
Gon, and i )...;.r ¢« t in the room of vitz., prac.
tic i, u.l‘ e woes lifelefs Formality patles for
p.ery, b oy for o -hodoxy, fupertition ior the
fear of Gu, enthutiit ¢ dreains amd trances for di-
voe iy :a:io"' 2nd reveiations from heaven, id.e
viioms and entinivt? whims for found converfion,
al vend s of noienfe for preaching the gotyer:
when ledrniv 1 in rreachers, s fubfticuted in i
room of w sce, found suthors forgexperimental’know-
leive, andd l.:.; »s gravity for holy !'oemuirv.
hen Tuppotad pece and real imbudence fupple
the nlate i ‘earning and common (enle: whea
iy name the nune of Chrit, but few depurt
from insaity : '."“cl funlamental etrors are zea-
ouily prasagred, acd eagerly imbisced: when,
Ch:iit:ianiey, it 't benign and Gono like infti-
tution, is red culed, acd every inconfifient fcheme
ol ir w -y p:c{'cacl Cefore it: when ftateimen
iepie.eat etigion on'y as a neceflary engine of 80+
vernmenr, fir t> awe :he valgar, and by this “ie-
ytcfcwlam)n dettroy alt ics forge, even in that view ;
and thereby, not unly endanger the eternal faiva-
tion of men, but ailo rob us of one ot the Led
fecurities of lite and pioperty : when many of the
zzalous profeilors of Chrifti anity live as if they be-
lieved 1t to be an impofture, or that its tendency and
precepts were i e coitrary to what they are: when
g cat paicof the wuild are immeried in pagan dark-
nefs
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nefs, mahometan impofture, jewifth prejudices, pa.
pith fuperftition, and proteftant error, bigotsy, im-
picty and (enfuality: I (ay when this is the ft.: 3
of religion, a good man muft view the glooun -
profpe&® with tears of overwhelm:ng torrow. il
and be ready paffionately tocry out, O shat my fe.d
were waters, and mine cyes a fountain of tears, 1.5
Twmighs weep day and nighe for she flatn of she dau; .-
ter of my peeple ! ‘

Unoer thefe gloomy views, how muft it fupport
and comfort the finking heart, to think that al
thelc things attend a moft perfet plan, contrivel
in the eternal counfels of h2aven, and laid in in-
finite wildom, for the acconplithment of Gob’s i :t
glorious and gracious ends! ‘T'har the fame wu-
dom that laid the plan will {o over rnle and divc b
cvery thing, and every event, as moft certamly .l
compleatly to accomplith his excellent purpoics;
that he will thercby mott fully manifeit the gioy
of his peife®tions, and lay a foundation for the e
cieafing happiueis of millions to all eternity. .
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OBSERVATIONS

On a piece lately printed in Lexington, entitled “ Ths

prineiples of the Methodifs, ar the Scripture Doc-
srine of Predeftination, Eleftien and Reprobation.*®

FFHE Publither of this piece feems to aim at the

i promotion of truth; and I doubt not telieved
tho doctrine taught in this Famphlet to be agree-
able to Scripture and reafon; but, I think, if he
had not been too much fwayed by a defarence to
the judgment of that honeft, zealous, but miftaken
man Mr, Wefley, he might probably have thought
otherwife; and ncver have publithed a piece fo
yrejudicial to the good caufe he is engagedin pro-
motiag; a piece, in which the fcriptures are fo
gieflly and evidently perverted by the moft fuper-
ticial fophiftry.

Inave been reading and thitking, at times, on
the fubject of this piece, for thirty or forty years;
and on the moft mature confideration, 1 have been
capasle of, am fully perfuaded, *“’I'hat Gon has
fore-ordained whatfoever comes to pafs,” and thac
this article of our belief may be proved, yea has
often been proved both by feripture and philefo.

by, beyond all reafonable doubt: and if this is
tiue

w
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true, thedoctrine of particular ¢lcdion muft alfe
betrue.

Tue autlor fets out in L's arrempt 10 feflroy
the 1ecerved, proteftant, and iciiptwe dQ1ipe of
ele®ion, by citing feveral tex'e, wieh ue crnme
monly procuced in fupport of it, vz Erbh, "oy
1 Pet. 1, 2. 2 Thefll 2. 13 Inthefit of e la
peflages he vouid have us wode flond no Mae e
Men's being chiofen in Chrift ¥e 'cre tie foi vy i, of

*  wind, than being chafen in Fam ar the inve o b oy
co.ve:fion. In the fecond. v iveiry eled creredin
to the fore-knowledge of GCD thiceph JY: R
of the fpiric unte. ohedlemce. v zicin underija e
their Leing elolted at the tie of 1keir fin€ifi ge
tion, or becaule he knew ticy wauld Lo fe@if.
ed. Inthe third paffage, by leire ¢/ Yon'foam the
begining to falvation shrough [0, qifcasion of the fpi
ris and belisf of the truth, we aic wu kit 10 unver.
ftand, rot belng chofen befe-¢, or a: the Yepinning
of the world, but at tketine ot their fun&ificati.
op and faith.

I cider to-fuppert this firange in‘erpie’ation our
author u'es, or rather peverrs, “tem. S 17, As e
§5 wri.ten, I hava made the: a fatlyp of mny' re in.s
———and caileth thefe thing: whici: Le ot a5 theugh
shey were: aud alfo Rev. :3,8. 74e Lamt foulri from
the foundssivn of she world, ‘ ’

On thele fcriptares aur =i f01 resfors ¢! te, Ah-a.
ham was not &t Jhat Lite ke farl e of mony n g,
no, not even of Ifaac ; Cluiti vus nor scoually o
from the foundztion of thc weilt. tat fyve:al .t ¢ .-
fand yea:s after; and (o ren a'e not geine Dy o) rs
fer. frcm’ the bLeginniny, buy at ‘he (1.¢ of the -
fancification &c. becaute Gon. Lefors Lick e
thmgt are eviden’, fr: .00 tinge thede events wou'
ceraarrty Ltile L0 paf, and thewloe eals of
whem as it ihey weie li;e::&‘ Colie 1e
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, T is the principal srgument of our author,
by which he sitempts to overfet the doétrine of
articalar eternal ele®ion: but if he has entirely
c;iﬁaken the defign of this palage, Who calleth
things that be mot as theugh they were, his reafon-
ing is fallacious; he entirely mifles his purpafe.
‘The fenfe he puts upon thefe words is thls, that
Goo (peaks of perfons, things or altions as now
sQually exifting, as having now aGtually taken place
when it is not fo 1n [2&, nor willbe fora long time,
parely to exprefs his forexnowledge of them,'with-
out any intimation of any purjdfe or decree aboutthew,
But how unhappy was our author in chuling shis
pafisge for his purpofe! Did he imagine he couid
deceive bhis Readers by the mere found of words;
snd that they would hever attend to the connex.
lon, or the nature of the cife to which they refer.
It is evident, beyond all difpute, that the event heto
jefered to, viz Abrsham’s becomirg the father of
fnany mations, depended upon a miraculous exertis
on of divine power; becaufe Abraham’s body, tnd
Ssrahs womb, were now dead.  Abishawm, in thete
cucum@tances, could not be the father of many na.
tions, without an ex:raordinary exe:tion of Gon's
gowu ; and this exertion depeaded upon his will. As
¢ is a voluntary and defigning Agent, he muft have
purpofed to exert his power, belore he alually
did k. As this evenc codld not be produced by
any thing, but the Almighty power of Goo, his

foreknowledge of it could depend upon nothi
Gut his purpole to effel 1t. Unlefs he had decr
that Abraham fhould be the father of mang nations,
he could not foreknow it, snd fpesk of it, before
it came to pafs, with the fame certiinly, as ¥ it
had aRuaily come to pafs: yes, unleis he had de-
creed that it hould come to pak, he buft, s
ident from the nature of the cafe, certainly fore.
w that it never could; add therefore could not
cell this thing that wes not, as though it was. ‘The
a Beaning
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“Meaning of the paflage is evidently thie, Gon de
creed to make Abraham the father of many natiors ;
he had a ceitain knowledge of the fufliciency of
his own power to quicken the dead body of his
ancient fervant; and the; efo:e could fpeak to abra-
ham, and give huu as ftyone zn affurance cf it, as
if it had aueady come to pals. ‘This is obvious;
ulld it is truiy «flonifring that even the neccfiity
of defending a favoiite hypathefis fiould have di-
ven our author to any other confliu@ion. Iake
this paflage zccording to its nluin and cbvious de-
fign, and 2pply it to elcflion, 2nd it operates in
dirett contraciflion to our suthot's ftn'n‘.xents. If
when men ae {ad to be chofen in Chiiit eo falva-
tion trom the foundation of the would, it is o faid,
becaufe Gon calleth things that be not as 1hmsgh
they were, in the frme fenfe as in the cafe of
Abraham, it plainly proves that they were eleted
to faivation, not only before they were cenverted,
but before they were boin, o,

Bur what ate we to undeiftand by Chrift's be-
irg called the lomb {ain from ehe toundation of
the woild, fecing De was not flain untii foveal
thoufand years afie: ? )

Tnis palifge may, acrecatle to the words and
poipiing n the original, be sendered, And d all that
dweil upon the earthﬂm bowvorflip Lim, (viz. the beaft)
whofe names from vhe foundatim of the worid are
fios wossten in che flaugitered Lamb’s bock of life:
bu' 1 thall nocavarimyfelt of this ariticifm, however
jutt,  Luke 1t asin our tranflation, and we under-
ftand by it thas he was dolivered by the detesmi-
paie coun'e. and foreknowicdpe of Gon AQs 2, 23.
dnd that bis hand and covulei duennined betote
tha he thould be Quin Acts 4, 23 And docs this
wean natheng, but tha: Gob loretew at, @l there.
fore 1poae of i as aungady pull® Does it not motd

t.nue:my
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gvidently mean, that it was ixed and determined ia
the counfel of Heaven? 1f not, what is the ufe of
language? and why may we not fay, that any fcrips
turespieans any thing we pleafe? ‘

Iv page the fixth our author proceeds, and fays,
“ How plain is it, where St. Paul faith, that they
whom Gan did preleflinate, according to the coun-
fel of bhis own will to be to the praife of hisglory
were fach as did firlt trat in Chriff,” it is &
thoufund times plainer that the author of the
pamphlet fays this, than that the Apoftie Paul e-
ver faid any fuch thing, 1 have Teftaments in fes
veral languages, and can find it in none of them.
Is it poflible that the authar could {o change and
add words in that paffoge Eph. 1. 11. 12 as to
nzke the word FIRsT come betfore predeftinated in
fenfe? It is fufhic’ently evident that the compari-
fon 1s between we in the 12th veirfe and ye inthe
13th We Jews who fiift trufted in chrifty, and ye
Gerntiles who afterwards trufted in him. 1 con-
fefs it requircs a great degree of charity to believe
that this text is not wilfuily and dithoneftly per-
verted; however that charity that hopeth all
things, concludes it mult have been an overfigh:.
If the great ftumbiing block of Ele:tion cannot be
taken out of the way, but by fuch means as thele
I hope and with it may ever 1emain.

LeT us return again to the fifth page: where
our author is endeavouring to make 1t appear ta
be agreeabie to the fenfe of r Pet, 1.2. 2 Thel.
2.13, that men are not eieed, until they are fanc.
titied. In the lalt of thefe paages it is evident
that Men were the obje@s ot Gon’s choice, that
Jolvation was what they were chofen to, and the
Jandification of the [piric and beliof of the truth the
means by which they were brought to falvation:
and is this confiitent with their not being chofen

(U
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to falvation until they believed? In thefirft paffage,
they are (a1d to be eie@ through fanBification of
the [piric unto obedience. The obvious meaning of
which s, they were ele®ed to obed:ence, and the
fanQification of the (pirtt was the means by which
they were to be brought to this obedience. And
mult we here conclude that they were not elefted
to that obedience, until they were actually brought to
it by means of fan&lication? When it is (aid,
That Gob chefe men to falvation through fanftti.
fication of the f[piric and belicf of the truth,
does,it mean tha: fundification of the fpiiic and
belief c¢f th: ¢ruth we e rhe means of his chu-
fiug? The word ele@ fignities to chufe one or
more out of many: now d:d Gopo, when he chofe
(omeoutof inany of the humaniaceto (alvation, m Le
ufe of (an@&ification wnd fuith as the means of his
chufing? When he elced fome (o obedience, did
he uie their fan&ification as the means by which
he made that choice? | have otien heard of Gop's
working by means, but his chufing by means wou'ld
be a language to me entireiy new. [s it not mott
evident, that he purpoles the (alvation of his peo.
ple, and determines to accomplith his purpofe
through (an€tification of the fpirit and belief of the
truth, as the means? And will v hence foiiow
that he never clefts themn to {alvatien, unt! the
means are actually vfed ? Does not every men (e
that the choice Is and muft be made, before the
means are ufed; that the end is always Gt in
view aad then the means ufed in order to accom-
plith-it? To f(ay that they were not cholen until
they believed, is as much as to fay that the end
was never refolved upon, until the means were ac-
tually ufed; and that Goo’s choice was only con-
ditienal; that the ufe of the means was not of
Gop, but of the Creature; tha: the Creature, and
not Gop, was the author of fanctification and faith :

and thus this doctrine naturally leals us to afcrive;
¢he
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the honeur of out falyation to ourfelves, and fay.
vot unt0 thy name,not unto thy name, but unto us
te theglo 1y weare faved by fapctification, and
that not of the fpirit, but of ouifeives; we are
faved by Grace through faith, and that is not thegift
of Gep, but of ourfelves : And thus the Jifpenfation
ci'Giace ismade to land in the covenant ot works,

LeT us try how the abave reafoning wiil hold
in the common affairs of this life.  A's fon is ex-
-ticinely fick. He refolves upon his recovery through
medicires adminitered by Doctor B. In order to
accomplith his purpofe he f{ends for the Doctor, and
dnects him to adminifter the proper medicines.
Now, doas A never refolve upon the recavery of
his ton, until the Doctor comes, and the lad actu-
aily receives the medicine ? It is evident, he refol-
ved upon the recovery of his fon before the medi-
cane was given, before the Doctor was lent for 3 and
that he fen: for the Doctor to-apply the medicine as
the means of accomplithing this end.  How itrange
wouid it be n this eife, for a peifon to argue thus Mr.
A did notchufe the 1ecovery of hision, before thy
meiicine was :dmiminitered ; but the operation of
the medicine was the means by which he made
h:s choice.  Some may atlert, if they pleafe that
he chofe the recovery of his fon before he fent for
the Doctor, and had the medicine applied after-
waids in order to accomphith his purpofc; bue I
it upon it, as a thing quite plan, that he never
derermined upon tha recovery of his (on, un:il th
medicine operated ; and that becaufe he determin-
ed upon the recovery of his {on, through mediciaes
adminittered by Docter B. Can any man imagine
that ths:s found realoning P It is however exactly
the merhod ot our authot's reafoning on this fub-
Ject, ty which he attempts to Sx (o abiurd a mean-
iug oa e iorecited patlages of fcripiure. '

) I ]
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Bour it will be (aid that Goo chale men accor.
ding 0 his fordnow'edge. He torefaw that they
would resent, bteleve, and ubey: und therefore
elefled ke, D@ he eled them to obedience,
becaue he toienaw they wou'l obey, whether he
ceded thew to o noty This att of eleflion
then mult be a very warceeillary and intigmiticant
thing, not worthy to be mertioned by 1he Apotties,
1t would ook 9o much ke the coendud of Gene:
1b Monks whoe, when he uw tha! king Charles
would Le refliored, whaher he had dny sctive
haod in it or not, dextioufly fteyped in, anpeared
to be e great promoter of the delign, and thus
adumed e noner cf 1z o lomoclh,

IN the fixth paze our author, in order to avoid
the chiarge o holdony forefeen talth and obediencs
to he tha caule of Cav’s clecling us o glor».
incodures 2 forg cham of <aules. 1§ he ufes the
vord couc ooondtanly v dhe e feade, his doc:
tnne s eccdentty tales I he wter it ditteren
faies, wobouat explanatien, he theicdy renders
Limfer unnial gole.

Tur word cau’e fomeiimes fignifice the activ
voluntary agent which produces an efeds, (omc~
tUiiss 2 :c*c:f.ry agen:, lometines the witrumess,
framcioces the meréts wid fanetines onily the occa-
fio1. Novoa winch of <he fan'es docs our au-
rhor L"» the word? The moit ot and propes
ree s ¢ther tSe nrlt er fecond micntioned. Daes
Ieomcrn et of thelt? Then the prezching ot
oo wacd s works tavh g car hesen, and nes
e orenewany ol the Bty Goot dhe regencrating
(ciic o God s Nt e Tny ftus purrole, the
provint orthe goneb ef Carol s fuffiz ent with
catan b coory true hel'ever knows. nhat the
poopes ol of tath s tae mbaences of the how
fouy teudvany presad ooy and fgnotance, renewi

w
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the will, and begettiag holy and tender afectinnsy
stk 1hus inclinng and enabling the the feul to be-
keven Cheift for falvarton: ant then his conciy-
fon, viz. thar ¢ Gop does not chule any man to
life and (alvazion for any good which he has done,
o1 for aty whith is in hum before he put it there,”
dces net foilow from his premifes; becaule his
chain of canes is braken in the middle. Here we
mav obrerve, this chan of caufes finds mancead m
vetaffes an! fins, and biings hiwa to a frate ot Glo-
rv, without the Loy tpirit's being the caure of any
faing in the whole imvo-tant bufinefs. | hope this
is nat the principle of the Merhoduts, and thiukit
very unhappy chat this title was previxed (o 2 pam.
phlet fo incanlitent ord unleriptural.

‘Taz auhor'z eanclufien abovementioned, though
it does vot iow from his premifes, is an impoertsnt
truth s bur unhapnity for him, it deitrovs his whele
fatvick, and etvidhes the calvinittic doctring of e-
Jecon. e lys there s no poad thing i man, be-
to e Gap puts it therey comtyeentdy, it there s
repentanee or fuch i ome, GOD put it thre if
there towillingnes in me o accepr the offer of
Gvaoon aad come to Cinift, e pur ic thirre e e
s larhisones inous tooum uve the taeas Gop
has enailed ws waehy fe pue 9t therey ot Cheics
diosence noous righre o wre the weans of grace,
br o rut i therey if there ave any who heve notthis
epentance, fath, widinenels, diigense, or taithe
Fuines, 1t is becaufe they are net o them by pa-
twey, and COD has nw fut c'em thee. 1]
w.ling, wnd another is not, there (s ma eaad
tongin ma, that s not in him; bug QD put is
Prres and af he bad opat dtin Bimoiwoaid bave
Leeninhim alios 16 this withngres pradaces oy
pood effect in me, it viould 3o proedece the fone
in hm:owe wre nrtgealiv, andom cuccives, anne
6<-iyy depraved, wiwiliong, By tLIEDE, e ove
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negligent and unfaithful. This is evident; becaufe
theie is no good in any of us, before GOD puis 18
there. R will be faid he puts it in them, but they
will not improve ir. If | have in me a di{pofition
to imprave the grace Gop beftows upon me, this
difpofition is a good thing; and therefore he put
it in me; and if another has not a difpofition to
improve what is in him, Gop has not put it in him;
for if he had, it would bein him. But 1t will be
faid, he puts it in all; but they refift, and caftit
out again. If I hav: a heart not to refiil, but to
improve the good that is in n.e and 2nother has
not, there 1s fome good thing in me, that is not in
him: according 10 the doctiine then Gon has put
fome good thing ‘. me, that is rot in him; for if
he had putit m him, it would have been inkim,
as well as in me.

We may fay the fame of perfeverance, and eve-
sy other good thing thatis in wan. If [ perfe-
vere unto eternal life, and another does not, but
falls from grace, this peifeverance is 2 good thing.
in me, that is not in him; for if the grace
of perfeverence unto eternal lite had been in lum,
he would have peéifevered unto etérnal life.

Tne conclufion that naturally foliows from this
is that the reafon why one is a faint, while anothes
remains a finner; why one perfeveres, while ano-
ther falls away, is that Gop beftows his grace as a
fovereign, who worketh all things according to the
tcunfel of his own will, and has diercy on whom
he will have me:cy.

. In page 7th Setet. 5. Our au hor fays, ** Our
knowing ourfelves juftitied by faith is the caufe of
our love to Chritt.” What he means by love to
Chiift, in this place, is a very important quefti
on: but ngt esfily determined. If he wmeans gra-

thads
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titude, 1 rcadily aknowledge that a perfuafion of
the love of Sub to us, i properly the caufe of it.
Y alfo acknowledge ihai tie grautude of a real chri-
ftuan is franger, and purer, thian that ofa hypocrite;
becaufe he has a more lively view of the divine good-
pels, and of the holinefs of Gop's mercy. Butthe
caufe of that love 1o Chrift which is properly {o cal-
Jed, and which ditingu:thes the chnftian, is 2 view
of the excellency of his charalter as Gop Man me-
diator; a view of what he is in Limfelf, and not of
what he does for us. Giatitude is often found 1n
hypocrites, and hénce they fay, GOD I thank thee
that I am not a5 ether men. But apure love to Chrift,
for what he is in himfeif, is only to be found inre-
newed perfons: and if thisis whatthe author means,
his pofition is a grofs, fundamental and dangerous er-
vor. If the belief of our being juftified by faith is
properly the caufe of our love to Chrifty the love
that we experience is felf love, and not a gracious
holy affection. ltis a love that does not diftinguith
the real chritian from a felf d.cewving hypocrite.
Juis a love thataman may be conftantly peifett in,
and yet fall into final ruin. May Gop preferve his
people from fuch afatal errot as this! ‘Lo love a
virtuous man, not for his virtue, but for his kind-
nels to me, is no evidence that I have a virtuous dif-
pofition; fo to love a holy Gop, not for his hol-
refs, but for his kindnefs to me, is no evidence of
a holy afte@ion in me. Suppote ] had a very rich
neighbour, polleffed of the moft amiable qualidies,
who thould generoufly fupport me and my tamily,
at his ownexpence: and | fhould profefs great love
o him; but being utked what 1 loved him for, or
what was the caule of my fove to him, fhould an-
fwer, becaute he is fo kind to me and my family;
would any perfon judge this to be a profeflion of
genuine love? Would it not apyear more like i,
thould I fay, | love him becaulc of thofe many a-
nmiable qualiiications of which e s Jofletled, and
] whieh
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which he manifefts on every occafion? and would

not this protellion exj:e's a much miore vituous
difpofiiion in m:c than the foiucr.

But let us enquite whether this doflr:ne is pro.
ved from fcripiure. ‘I'he fint paflage producedtor
p:oof is 1 John 4, 1c. Ilete we have the accnunt
ot an aftonithing difplay of the love of Gop o
mankind, in fending his fon to te a jropitiation for
their fins 3 but nothing that even locks itke aproof
of the author's affeiticn. T'he ciher pailape is in
the 19:h verle, Ve love kim kzcau'e he firj? ioved 1:;
and as this appears more hke a proof of the ;o ne
than the other, we fhall examire it a litile. If we
fay, the confideration of Chuils luve to us is the
caule of cur love to him, then, as was ¢bierie
before, it is [elf love, and not a koly afleztion. ‘Ihe
feafe of this text may be thus expiciled, The cier-
nal love of Gobp to us ditfpoled him (o Lutuw un.
on us the grace of his hulv Hirre, wheeby wur
ratureis tenewed and our hearts difpoled to love
him: and if this is the tiue meaning, 1t by no
mc:us proves the point lor which it s produced,
but the contraiy.

To afferc that our krowing ecurfelves jufl fed by
fiith is the caufe of our love to Chilil, s t0ogve
a view of the chriftian charaler that is eniiey
felfe and extiemely dangeious, as it ratuislly leads
men (o entértain falfe hopes that they are rewww.
ed and converied perfons, whiie they are utter
fliangers to the chugtiun fpin.

Ix page 9, 10, 11, 12. The auwher atem:-*'sto0
prove that Chsitt did noz de il e clet, aagindt;
but that he died fur o men unaooiil,,

Fizst.He fa3e, paze 19 *“ Toliy tha Chiift lel

for 1te i, as eled, is showe 1o fvve o
cozfulici.” e beis pro.ces, all siing, wpertie

gesree
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guppofition that men are not elefed unt'l they be-
lieve; «od upon that ablird fuppolition charpes
nenfene on the de&rie, and kicts up the dutof
confufion. Buat if we (u,.ro.e that Gop firft ¢k ‘es
men to falvasion, and thea brings them to it by
meane of the aroning bicod of Chiit and the
Ginctitication of the firit, there is neither confufi-
o1 nor nonferfe in gt but all is plain aad rational.
‘I'he arzument by wi'ch he proves this doétiine,
if I underftand him aighe, is this, Chnt did
not die for the elef, as elel; becanfe as eleét,
tuey were sheady fuved; and therefo:e needed noc
h's dearhi- Buat enquire whether this writer and
Chrit are of the fame epinion on thispoint. Did
rot Chrdt fay down his Life for his frends? Did
Ve noc lay down histife for iis fheen? And whoaie
Fisfricnts and hus ineep 2 Are they nothise'eél 2 Bue
pectars it will e {03 be dicd for his filercs, not
ce foonds, buat as enumier; he died not for his
Theep, as thee, Lut as Goats: He ded for his
foends and bic Meer; but whes he died for them,
o d'd not cosfider them in their true charadter;
at inoa chater thae dod not belong to them.
He d:d not die for the elety as elefl; becaule they
<vese faved altrevdy.  Well then, ke did not die
far Abhreham, e and Jacob; becanfe they were
slreaiy, notonly e'csicd but glorited ; and he died nct
for them o finnors; becoufle they were in a flure
of pertect helineis in heaven, before his death
and the clore hie did noc die for them at all. Cone
fequently, thefe rncfent patriarchs wese faved with-
cut the benedt of Chrift's blecod; and why nost
corcude that a'l others mry be faved “witheut it
as well; :nd that Chet, in dving tor men, loft
Lis lahcur cf Jove, and sccomlihed a SoLkmN Na-
1::xg ! And wlar alvre nonfenfe and confufion
is this! It would have Leen wel'y it this author
I'ad been s cocfal oo aveid nonfernfe and conf.fie
¢y o8 bewaould huve cihers to be.

Sw.
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SeconorY, Our auchor labours to prove, that
Chrift died for all men uaivertally. This, in my
opinion, he has done by aigumenis which cannot be
confuted, without doing violence both to fuiiptwe
and 1ealon. But here a quettion arifes, which is of
confiderableimportance, in order to prevent mitt.ikes ;
§. e. in what fen{e Chritt died for all men; and whe.
ther he actually intended the (alvation of all? If he
purpofed it, he will alio do it; for none can ftay
his hand. Asmany as he intended to fave will ac-
tually be faved, becaure it is he that woiketh inus
both to will and to do; and his defigns cannot be
fruitrated.  All that be intendea thould e faved wul
be faved, or he will certainly be difappointed.

Does our author mean that Chrift died to bring
ali into fuch a ftate, that they may be @aved if
they will 2 If he means, that they may be faved f
they are wiiling to be faved in Guds way, and
rot their own, I acknowledpe that tids i notoply
a truth, but a very prectaus and imporrant truth
of the Gorpel.  Pur ali meaare natwany unwieg 5
whence then muit ceme this witi nyres, ? All way
be fuved if they are diligent and fa trul; bt
whence muft come thns ditizence and hiithialners @
thail we find it 1n (he Tailen creatiee ? by 1o means
for there s no good in by, i GOD ;uts it tlere.
It we {ay, tiat thos wiiingne’s s owey to the grace
uf Gob, who waoke b us both to wil and to do,
anl thac chis grace is bedowed canaby o aly but
fome mmbrove 1t Lever than others; theo (hegte-
it on arnes, whence comes 1 tp piis that one -
pruves it be ter than another ? Is the d Dofiion o
muhe a beter impiovement a good thisg? 17 o, it
i the it of Goo: aud would not toe otiver e
the (e improvemen:, f Gon fhould ghve himite
fume good dipofiven ! If porning hinderg b bt
the want of 2 Lo GOlpotinen and Gep caves thas,
Lae'y ther putliicg wol 5ncar Lul aull fishng

the
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the improvement, he will a®ually do it. There muft
be_fome good thing in us which Gobp is not the
autho: of, or we aie all alike good, or elfe Gop
beltows fome good thing on tome men, which he
daes not beftow on othess.

Here 1 recolle® an expreffion in page 13th ¢“ Make
ufe of a'l the will and power Gon hath given.”
Can any man on earth underftand this? 1 doubt
it much. What faculty dit:n-t from his will and
power, has man to make ufe of his wil! and pover?
Remove, in ldea, all the wiil and power Gop has
given man, and what is there left by which Le is
to improve thefe? What (irange faculy is this! A
faculty confilting not in any will or pcver to do
good, and yet a faculty of ufing tie wiil and pow-
er Gep has given, [t mult be a faculty of doing
what he has nedner wul ror power to do. Does
it mean (hat man mut be wiliing :0 te mo1e willing
than Gop has made him? I v, we have a° it
found fome good thing in oian that Gop did not pue
there: and thesis the fegaly felf nghiaous Sumething,
that ofteniuiks un.een i the bottum of our hets,
and, while we rtaik of frez grace, wifumes o iueif
*he honour ot cur (alvation.

iv the laft et of th's r3th paze itis fuid, “*We
believe that in the momen: Aldam feil he had no
freeasm of will let=”  Adtonithing ! What then, was
he abrute ora block? It he had no ficedom of will
lefi, he could be no longer amoiad agent, and theve.
fare could be wor hv netber of prafe or bivme,
nor a4 fudbjet ol rewards or punithmen:s: he was
then no more capabie of ufferirg m held, or uny
moe liable touf, than an wx or a horfe. Whata
ftiange expedient this to thow that man's ating as
3 ravjon | creatire, and a voluurary axant, is the
effect o fiecd Crace; and the by to prove t".:\‘:.
Gop hr Leituwed qu-clen.ng groce vpen ai men. It
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this can be proved, let it be done by fome other
medium, and not by fuch an ablurdity as this. Bus
how this will be done, 1 know not, unlefs it be by
changing th2 order of the words in Titus 2. 11.
(as in page 10th) and makirg them fpeak a
feale that is neither in our tranflation nor in the
origzinal: and mitead of faying, as it is in the greek,
she faving Grace of GOD hath appeared to all men,
fay, the grace of Gob, which brnge:h lalvationte
all men, hath appeared. A bold but ineffectual ex-
pe bient of ovuar autnor to wmake the [cripture fpeak
his own (cuuments.

Ir min lod his freelom of will the moment he
fe'1, he c:aed thit moment to be capable of fin or
dizy, Cunt they, waen he reltored man, reitored
hin to a capicty of iinning, as well as repenting s
aad therehy occationzd ail the fin that has bex
commiied {iaze the fail of Ad:n to the prefent
mameni. Do youocleve the author intended this ?
Ly nomeans. 1 raher thing be had no ideas; bie
was Wiy 01 a laoat be did not andernttand.  (f
tius Goazienys it is ortholox, the compleac
seloration o e by the Golhely 13 not the reco-
very or fafal razoaal creatares foom a ftate ot fin
to a fta'e of niural iectitade; bat the transtorma.
vion of brures 1ato Augels.

It is inno{isle to maintain that man’s falvation,

1 the goold taat is done by him, or found in him,

is entirely of Grace, without miintaining either ihe
doctiine of particular election, or that all men will
eveiatually be faved; or elfe we muft deny the
an{olure forekaowledge of Goo or the fufficienzy of
his power, and maintain that his expectations
wiil be d.lippointed, or his intentions fruit. ated.
Yollow our author’s doctrine up clofely, and it will
inevirably lead to fome good thing in min that Goo
is not the author of, and tois, what ever it be, is
the
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the gr'eat SOMETHING that determines the whole, |

as all the reit depend upon it, and will prove in-
effectual without it. e who denies the doctrine
of particular eternal election, if he defiies to be
confiflent with himielf, fhou!d maintzin that there
is fome good thing left in fallen man, foc which he
is not indebted to divine prace.

MISREPRCSENTING, and loudly declaiming againft
election, under the frightful name ¢f abfuiute pre-
deftination, and multizlying its horrid contequences,
may confound the ignosant, and terrify the timo-
rous; but it cannot deftroy the evidence of fcrip-
ture, nor convince the mind of arational thinking
man.

I LaTeLy met with the following fenterce ino:e
of Mr. Wefley’s printed fermons, *“ What are all the
abfurd: opinions of all the Romaaite in the worid
compared to that one (of the Calvin:fts) viz: That
the Gud of love, the wife, jult, meiciful Father of
tha fptrits of all flefh, has from a!l erernity fixed an
al.”.lute, unchangeable, iirefiftable decice, that part
of mankind thall be faved, do what they wiil, and
the reit damned do what they can.” A merecrea-
ture of the good man’s brain! His ftrong piejudices
and pious zeal, by an illegitimate copulation, pro-
duced and educated thit monfter, gave it the nickname
of Calvin, and fent it forth to terrify the world.
Strange. that {0 learned, [» fenfible, and {o pious
a man fhould ever be puilty of publithing fiom the
pulpit, and under his hand, fuch a palpable falfe-
hood, and charging it on whole communities ; not
one of which perhaps ever beheved it! Blufhy
O Wefley, at the ungenerous deed! Blufh, all ye,
who publith the flander! How unjuftifiable the con-
du:t of thofe, who implicitly receive this falfchood,
for truth, and folemnly publifh it throughoutthe land.
They believe (chari'y oblipes me to make the fup.
pofision) thatiwha: they (o boldly chaige the Cal.
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vinifts with, is a confequence of thei: belief. concern-
ity the Iivine Decrees: but is it confitent with
t:uth or juftice to charge them with believing con.
fequences which they neither acknowledge nor iec?
Shaould [ contidently aTert and puhlith it 10the world,
T-at they believe [alvasion to be not of grace, bui of
works, becaufe I thought it a confequence of their
dofuiines, 1 doubt not but they would deny the
charge, and refent it as a malicious flander. Such
men fhould remember that they have no exclufive pri-
vilege in this cale; and thatitis as cuminalin them
to abufe others, as in others to abufe them. On
reading this, fome may charge me with being an ene-
my and 2 perfecutor: but (urely iwis as lawful for me
0 (peak the truth in my own vindication, and that of
thoufsnds, as it is for others to publith prejudices and
falichoods in the name of the Lorp. 1 highly e-
fteem Mr. Wefley's many virtues; but his few and
hatefull vices 1 muit cenlure.

FINTIS
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