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The PI‘E»EFACE.

7" H E author confented to the publication of the follmwing Effay,
nst from any ambition to be Anown as a writer, or expeclation
¢f obtaining the applaufe of men of education and tafle ; but becaufe
be was perfuaded, by thaje whofe judgment he pr(‘;fer: 2o his own,
that it might be ufeful to the plain chriftian; and in preparing it
for public view, he bad their capacities conflantly in his eye, He
belicoes it to be one of thofe humble produttions that will never be
Jeen in a f:and edition. ~In the profecution of bhis fubject he bas
mentioned, with freedom, whas he looks upon to be faults in other
Jocieties, as well as hisown., Finding it neceflary to refer to thefe,
he thought it more generous and friendly to do 1t in an open way,
than by obfcure hints and fly infinuations : and takes this opportunity
to declare, that be efteems that fociety, from which he moft widely
differs in the fecond [e€lion, to be a valuabli and important branch
¢f the proteflant reformed church,

He did not undertake ts write on this trite fubjel? with a view
of preducing any new arguments, or of coletling all which baye
cen ufcd by others, but from a defire to make fome things a little
more plain to the unlearned, ana to lay before them the principal
arguments for the church-memberfhip of children, in order to prepare
the way for the following addreffes and for a praltical improvement
of the fubjell. He means not by this produttion of bhis pen to make
@ decluration of war againfl any other fociety, but to reform bis
owny and that chiefly in their pratfiice.—Finding it exceedingly
difficulty in j3 great a numicr of addrefles, to avoid frequent repetr-
tions of the fame thouzhts, and almsft the fame expreffizns, he finally
concluded it better to admit thofe incizganiies ints his Effay, than te
omit faying, what appeared to him to be proper, to any one cha-
raller,
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AN ESSAY on BAPTISM.

Tue INTRODUCTION.

HE great object of the chriftian religion is to train up

men, by a lite of piety and virtue, for the fervice and
enjoyment of Gop. Thney are found funk into a ftate of fin,
ignorant of (Gop and of themielves, and unaffected with their
miferable condition, In order to their recovery, it is necef-
fary that they be inftructed in the knowledge of Gop aimd of
the nature and extent of the duty he requires of them ; the
obligations they are under to fear, love and obey him ; the
evil of fin, and the great wretchednefs of that flate to which
it has reduced them ; of the abundant goodnefs of Gobp in
providing an all-fufficient Saviour, and of the nature and me-
thod of that falvation propofed in the gofpel. It is alfo necef-
fary that their hearts be deeply imprefled with a fenfe of the
abtolute neceflity, and great importance, of “theie things,
"T'he outward ordinances of the golpel, baptifm and the LorD’s
fupper, have this important object in view, and are appointed
as means of accomplithing the fame end. They are princi-
pally defigned to imprefs the mind, in a more deep and fenfible
way, with the leading truths revealed to us in the facred fcrip-
tures.,

BuT inthe dark ages of the chriftian church, when it was
overrun with ignorance, fuperitition and idolatry, thefe out-
ward ordinances of the gofpel were greatly corrupted.  Men
were tnen taught, that when the elements were confecrated by
a Prieft, Gop cammunicated to them a faving virtue ; that
there was in the ordinance of the fupper a tranfmutation of the
bread and wine into the body and blood of CiRisT, and that
the fubjccts of baptifm were, in that ordinance, regencrated,

Theie
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‘Thefe errors were fupported by fome paffages of fcripture taken
in aliterai fenfe, which ought undoubtedly to be underftood in
a figurative fenfe : for inftance, by the cxprefons, This is my
body, and this is my bloed, in the inftitution of the fupper, it
was aflerted that the real body and blood of CHR1sT were pre-
fent, and a&ually reccived, in that ordinance ; though the
meaning evidently is, that thefe elements were outward figns
of the body and blood of CHrisT, Do this in remembrance of
me undoubtedly fignifies, rececive thisas a memorial of my love,
and as an expreflion of your love to me. By mifunderftand-
ing the fame hgure, baptifin was ftyled regeneration; though it
is evidently only a fign of it.

Tuese ordinances, when thus corrupted, were efteemed
effentiaily neceflary to falvation, and religion made greatly to
confift in the punctual obfervance of thefe and other external
ceremonies ?n this ftate of religion, it was not ftrange that
purity of heart, and holinefs of lite, were little underftood, or
regarded.

THe human mind is not able to free itfelf from ancient
prejudices all at once ; or if it does, it is apt to run into op-
pofite extremes : and hence thofe eminent and faithful fervants
ot (:oDp, who were the inftruments of the reformation, re-
tained, or run into, feveral errors, which have been greatly
prejudicial to the intereft of religion, and the unhappy occafion
of mucn contention amongftits profeflors. This obfervation, I
think, has been remarkably verified with regard to the ordi-
nance of baptifm. Through miftakes and mifreprefentations,
a thick cloud of darknefs has long hung over this inftitution of
CHRi1sT ; fo that even to this day many Chriftians do not
rightly underftand the nature and ufe of it. They either treat
it as a matter of merc form, a trifling infignificant ceremony ;
or clf, by overrating it, make it more efficacious and efiential
to falvation than itreally is; and in both cafes, evidently mii-

take its proper ufe and application, as one of the appointed
means of grace.

THE eftablithed church of England have called it regene-
ration, and left it doubtful whether they underftood the expref-
fion in a figurative or literal fenfe.

THe members of this church have fo often heard thanks
returned to Gop for regenerating children in bapti{m, that they
arc taught thereby to expe& no other regeneration, and even

to
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to deny the neceflity of it, Though the Prefbyterians are a
litle farther reformed in this point, yet, I apprehend, that
much of the fame mift of darkncff(;nngs over this church alfo ;
at leaft that 2 number of the members of it have not clear
conceptions of the naturc and ufe of the ordinance. The
cagerncfs of many parents to have their children baptized,
while they habitually negleét many religious duties of equal, or
greater, importance ; their grcat difpleafure when denied this
privilege, though for fcandalous immoralities ; their heavy
complaints that their children thould fuffer the want of baptifm,
on account of their bad lives; and their great ignorance of
the proper ufe of the ordinance, make it too evident that they
do not underftand the inftitution; but vainly imagine that
there isefficacy in it, and that children receive advantage from
ity in a way that neither reafon nor the word of GGop will
warrant. [tappears alfo that the Baptifts mifunderftand and
overrate this facred inftitution; an. therefore expeét more
from it than they have any ground for. This I infer from
their great zeal in harranguing on the fubject, their eagernefs
in perfuading perfons to be rebaptized, and their ufing it asan
argument with fuch, that they will enjoy more of the divine
prefence, and of the comforts of rcligion, after their immer-
fion, than they do before. The fudden change of their lan-
guage, after baptifm, from 2 modeft felf-diffidence, to a very
conhdent aflurance, fcems to originate from the fame fource ;
unlefs it arifes from the teftimony of the church in favour of
their converfion.

A number of profefling chriftians, obferving their bre-
thren running into thefe errors, and viewing the ordinance of
baptifm as thus abufed to pernicious purpofes, have probably
in the warmth of a well-meant zeal, entirely rejeéted it, to-
gether with that of the fupper, and fpiritualized feveral plain
paflages of fcripture into error and nonfenfe,

Tuer long and zealous debates that have arifen on this fub-
jet, and fome other fimilar points, have induced others,
though not Quakers in principle, to-treat baptifm with great
indifference ; and thus to defpife, or negle&t, one of the means
of grace appointed by Jesus CHRrysT for the edification of his
church.

- WiTH aview to caft fome light on this fubje®, and efpe-
cially to inform -the judgment, confirm the faith, and dire&t
Ag the
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the praltice of thafe of my own perfuafion, I fhall inquire into
the gencral nature and ufe of the ordinance of baptifm ;—who
are its proper fubjels ;—what are the advantages of baptifm
to children ;—in what manner parents ought to give up their
children to Gop in baptifm ;—and what is the proper mode of
adminiftration ;—and then conclude with addrefles to perfons
of feveral charalters.

sesmeseesssesans Rt ——

SECTION I

E fhall, in the firft place, inquire into the general nature
and ufe of the ordinance of baptim.

Baprism is an ordinance of Jesus CurisT, wherein,
according to his appointment, the body is wathed with water,
in the name of the Trinity, to reprefent and fignify to us the
wafhing away the moral impurity of fin, by tie renewing of
the Holy Ghoft. It is an outward fign, that the perfon bap-
tized is dedicated to Gop, and received and acknowledged as
-+ member of his vifible church ; and 2 feal which Gop has
annexed to the gofpel difpenfation of the covenant of grace,
as a token of that relation, which fubfifts between him and
his church, his faithfulnefs to his promifes, and the obligation
of church-members to live to his glory.

THE fealing the covenant by baptifm, or any other ‘ordi-
nance, is a very different thing from the fealing of the SpiryT.
The Spir1T by which believers are fealed to the day of re-
demprion, witnefles with their fpirits that they are the children
of Gop, and feals the grace and love of Gob on their con-
fciences : but baptifm, in itfelf, is only an external feal, an-
nexed by divineappointment to the external difpenfation of his
grace, as an outward pledge of his love to his people, and as
a means of exciting, ftrengthening, and exprefiing their faith,
T'he onc is an evidence of grace #o the foul, the other a meais
of exciting grace in the foul.

CHRr1sT, in appointing this and other ordinances of the
gofpel, did not alt merely as a fovereign arbitrary lawgiver ;
but had holy, wife and gracious ends in view : he aimed at the

ood of his church, and the advancement of his own glory, in
the falvation of finners. Baptifm does not operate by any in-
hate power, it has no faving virtue communicated to it, nei-
ther
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ther does the fpecial grace of Gob infeparably attend it.. It
operates only as a mean appointed by Gon, and as fuch, pro-
motes the falvation of men, when rightly uled by ticen, and
attended with a divine blefling.

WHeEN Gop works by means on the minds of men, he
does not confider and treat them as machines, or as a work-
man does his materials ; but he deals withthem as is fuitable
to their rational nature : he inftruts them in the knowledg=s of
religion, and lays proper motives before them to the love of
Gob and praétice of holinels. The means he ufes are fuited
in their nature, and defigned by him to operate in this rational
way, and, as faras I underftand, in no other wa{. If Goo
works on the minds of men in any other way, 1 apprehend,
itis not by means at all, but by an immediate exertion of
power.

Ir we confider this ordinance as the baptifm of repentance,
it has a tendency to excite in our minds a penitent fenfe of fin,
and engage our hearts to bring forth fruits meet for repen-
tance. Af we confider it as a fign of purity of heart, it has a
tendency to humble us under a fenfe of our moral impurity,
and excite fuitable defires and endeavours after holinefs of heart
and life. If weconfider it as a fign and feal of the covenant
of grace, it tends to fill us with admiration of the goodnefs
and faithfulnefs of Gop, and -encourage us to accept of his
oftered mercy, and live by faith on his many great and pre-
cious promifcs. If we confider it as a dedication to Gonb,
its natural tendency is to imprefs our minds with a due fenfe of
our obligations to him, and engage us to live to his glory.
So that this, and the other means of grace, produce their ef-
felt, or anfwer their end, by promoting, according to theis
natural tendency, the knowledge of Gobp and divine things;
imprefling the minds of men with a deep and praQical fenfe
of their reality and importance ; and handing down she know-
ledge of religion from one generation to another. For thefe
ends the word and ordinances of the gofpel are to be admi-

nj}lsrcd, aud the difcipline of the church of CHRIST excr-
cifed.

Our attendance upon thefe ordinances is not to be confi-
dered as meritorious a&s in us, by which we procure the grace
of Gom, as our reward ; but as means appointed by him
and fuited in their nature, to bring fuch ignorant, guilt am;
unworthy creatures as we are to the proper knowledge of our

Maker,
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Maker, and of the obligations we are under to him, to a par-
ticipation of his grace and the pradtice of our duty. Attend-
ingupon thefe ordinarices thien, merely becaufe it is our duty
fo to do, without underftanding their nature andend, or with-
out ufing them fo a5 to promote the knowledge and fenfe of
divine things, cannot he a proper compliance with the will of
our Maker, or ufe of the ordinances which he has appointed,
as means of falvation. Should a perfon be baptized merely be-
caufe he thinks it his duty, or thould he only for the fame
reafon, prefent his children to Gop in baptifm ; he ignorantly
mifutes, and, I may add, profanes the ordinance of CHRIsT.
T'he zeal of ignorant parents, who underftand not the na-
ture and ufe of the ordinance, tohave their children baptized,
is not a zeal according to knowledge, but at beft a blind, in-
confiderate zeal ; and thofe who encourage them to do this,

encourage them o do they know not what.

THose who are forced by confcience io attend thefe ordi-
nances, merely becaufe they are perfuaded it ic taeir duty, or
imagine it to be fome %reat privilege which they ought oot to
flight, and afterwards find peace of mind from the apprehen-
fion that they have done their duty, are entertaining u falfe
and deftruftive peace ; and thofe who adminifter to this are
thus far crying, peace, peace, when ticre is ns peace. For in-
ftance, when a perfon thinks he ought to be baptized, or to get
his children baptized, is imprefled with fuch a weighty fenie
of his duty, that he cannot reft until it is done ; but imme-
diately after baptifm feels ferene and happy, though he under-
ftands not the end of the ordinance, nor what ufe he ought to
make of it, he is deluded with falfe comfort ; for he is yet
far from having done the duty, which in this cafe was required
of him. It is not enough that itis my duty to attend on ordi-
nances, it is not enough that I be deeply fenfible of my duty,
nay itis not enough that I be a fincere chriftian ; I muft alfo
underftand and improve them, fo as to anfwer the ends for
which they were appointed. It is this blind attendance on
gofpel ordinances that finks them into contempt, and is one
confiderable caufe of that profanity and irreligion that prevails
among nominal chriftians. '

Tue knowledge of religion, without an affelting fenfe of
“its excellency and importance, and a hcart engaged to embrace
it with faith and love, is certainly vain, as to any faving pur-
pofes. The great end of the outwurd ordinances of the gof-
pel was to convey, as means, thefe impreffions of religion to
. the
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the heart ; therefore an attendance on them without fuch im-
preflions and exercifes of mind, is not a profitable and accepta-
ble attendance ; becaufe the moft eflential part of what Gop
requires is wanting, that is, a right difpofition of heart. Ie
fhould however be carefully obferved, that though thefe ordi-
nances have never anfwered their end, until thefe holy im-
preflions are made, yet this is not confined to the moment of
:}ll’ attendance, but may be fometimes before, and fometimes
ter.

IT may ot be i.aproper to obferve here, that thofe Mi-
nifters faﬁ far fhort of their duty, who adminifter fealing ordi-
nances to thofe who are grofsiy ignorant of their ufe, and of the
qualifications neceflary for a right attendance ; and that, per-
haps, without everinquiring into their knowledge, or taking
any proper pains to inftruct them. They are called to be
Stcwards of the myfteries of Gob, and faithfully to watch
for the fouls of men ; but yet they fuffer thefe myfteries to
be profancd by thofe, who through ignorance, are unquali-
fied to make any proper ulc oi them. Would to Gop that
we were all fuitably diligent and faithful in this important mat-
ter ; and that our people were fo far freed from pride and
obftinacy, and of fuch an humble and teachable temper, as to
bear with plain dealing, and cheerfully receive the neceflary
inftruions.

——*

S ECT IL

E fhall, in the fecond place, inquire who are the proper
fubjeéts of baptifm.

IT is acknowledged by all, except fuch as deny baptifm to
be a ftanding ordinance in the church of CHRisT, that thofe
who fincerely repent of their fins, accept of CHRIST as a Sa-
viour, and fubject themfelves to him as their King, are proper
fubjects of this ordinance, on fuppofition they have never
been baptized before. Repentance and faith are neceflary
qualifications for a rightimprovement of the ordinance. This
is a point fo evident from fcripture, and fo little difpuied, that
I judge it unneceflary to confume time in proving it.

But there is another point of confiderable importance,
concerning which pious and fenfible men have entertained dif-
ferent opinions ; I mean whether the children of believing

parents
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ts have, from facred fcripture, a right to be baptized.
!t may not be improper ferioufly to examine into this point,
not with a view to promote a party fpirit, or blow up the fire
of contention ; but, if poffible, to find out and commuanicate
truth.

Here I would inform my readers that nearly thirty yeass
ago, when no ways biafed by intereft, and, as far as I can re-
collet, under no ftrong attachment to any particular party,
and when in pofleflion of the beft means of information, 1
entered into a2 careful examination of this point : and the re-
fult of my inquiry was a perfuafion, that there is in the facred
fcriptures a fufficient warrant for intant baptifm, that itis the
duty and privilege of chriftian parents to devote their children
to Gob in that facred ordinance, and the right and privilege
of fuch children to be acknowledged as members of th= vihi-
ble church, by that external rite. In this belief I have con-
tinued ever fince ; but not fo firmly fixed as to prevent myv
examining the matter again and again: and the longer and
farther 1 examine, the more full and convincing the evidence
in favour of infant baptifm appears. However, I acknow-
ledge, thatit isa matter of dficulty, that requires confidera-
ble attention and careful examination : and am fully purfuaded
that many, who differ from me, are worthy good men, who
are juftly entitled to my high efteem and cordial affeétion.
Yet as others have a right to differ from me, and fupport their
fentiments by the ftrongeft arguments they can produce, fo I
have a right to think for myfelf, on this and every other fub-
je&, and fupport my opinion, without giving any juft offence
to chriftians of any other denomination: efpecially asI do it
to cftablifh thofe of my own perfuafion more firmly in the beliet
of what apprars to me a truth of real importance.

1 sHAiv not affert, nor attempt to prove, that the bap-
tifm of infunts is, in exprefs words, commanded in {cripture,
nor that we have tiiere recorded any example, from which it
is undoubtedly evident that infants were baptized by the Apot-
tles ; though amongft feveral houfeholds, it appears nighly pro-
bable that there were infants. But thecre are a number of
things, that may be undeubtedly proved from fcripture, which
are no where to be found in exprefs terms ; and our blefled
Lorp has fct us an example in this, where he prutes the doc-
trine of the refurreftion, and a future ftate of exiftence, from
the expreflion I am the Gob of Abraham, and the Gop of lfaac,
and the Gop of Faceb. Thefe things appear to be the fenfe

of
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' a number of paffages, or are a neceflary confequence of
‘jhat is plainly ext;'cﬂ'ed. It is the fenfe, and not the words
of fcripture, that is to be the rule of our faith and practice.
If we have the fenfe, we have what is revealed: but if we
have the words ever fo exa®, and not the fenfe, we have re-
ceived no revelation at all. Thercfore if it appears to be the
fenfe of fcripture that children fhould be baptized, we have

4 warrant for it, whether in exprefs words or not. On this
principle I fhall proceed, and cbiesve |

1ft. Gop has manifefted in his word, both in the old and
new teflament, a particular, tender and gracious regard to
children, has direCed to them many kind invitations and made
many great and precious promifes for their encouragement.
He has alfo made it the duty of all the adult members of his
vifible church to take fpecial care to train up thofe for himfelf,
who arc committed ta their charge. This is fo evident that
one would naturally fuppofe, was not the duty ncglefted by
fo many profefling parents, that every intelligent man, who
ever read or hearg the bible, muft be fenfible of it. But if
any perfon doubts it, let him duly confider the following paf-
fages of facred (cripture. Prov. viit. 17. 1 love them that love me,
and thofe that feck me early fhall find me. Deut. vi. 67, Axd
thde words, which I command thes this day fball be in thine heart 5
and thou fhall teach them diligently unte thy children, and fbal
talk of them whenthou fittefl in thy houfe—Chap, xxxi. 11, 12,
13. When all lfrael is come to appear before the LorD thy Gob,
in_the place which be fball choofe, thou jhall read this law before all
Ifracl in their hearing. Gather the people together, men, women
and childven, and thy firanger that is within thy gates, that they
may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the Lorp your Gob,
and obferve to do all the words of this law : and that their chil-
dreny which have not known asy thing, may bear and learnto fear
the LoxD your Gob, as long as ye lrve in the land whither ye go
sver Jordan to poffefs it. Pfalm Ixxviii. 5, 6, 7. For he efla-
blifhed a teftimony in Facob, and appointed a law in Ifrael, which
he commanded our fathers, that they fbould make them known to their
children.  That the generation to come might know them, even the
children which fhould be born 5 who fhould arife and declare them te
their children, that they might fet their hope i Gop, and not for-
get the works of GoD 5 but keep bis commandments. Matt. xix.
Y3, 14, 15. Then awere brought unto him little children, that he
Jhould put bis hands on them and pray : and the difciples rebuked
them.  But Jesus faid, fuffer little children and forbid them not
20 come untome: for of fuch is the kingdem of beaven. And be

laid
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lard bis hands on them, Eph. vi. 4. Ard ye, {atbm, provoke net
your children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and ad-
menition of the Lorp. In thefe paflages Gop has been pleafed
to exprefs a gracious regard to children, inthe ftrongeft terms;
and to mzniteft a particular attention to their fpiritual interefts
and religious education. He knew that the profperity of his
church, .oth under the oid and new difpenfation, much de-
pended onthe care taken to bring upchildren in the knowledge
and fear of Gob, and upon their carly devoting themielves to
his fervice.

I Do not urge this goodnefs of Gobp as any dire& proof of
infant baptifm ; but only for the fake of this obfervation, that
fince the Divine Being has manifefted fuch a tender regard to
children, and has fo folemnly charged their parents with their
religious education, it feems by no means incredible or unrea-
fonable in itfelf, that he fhould commit them alfo to the care
of his church, and make it the duty of his church, by it’s of-
ficers, to train them up as his difciples in the knowledge of
divine things : and that in order to kecp up in the church a
conftant fenfe of this important duty, they fhould be folemnly
acknowledged as members of that fociety, and their admiffion
declared by the facred rite of baptifm. {)o not parcnts gready
need firring up to a diligent performance of their duty?  And
is it not probable that the careful endeavours, friendly exhor-
tations, and faithful admonitions of the church might be the
happy means of exciting their attention, and ftirring them up
to a diligent and faithful performance? I confefs for my part
I can fee nothing unreafonable or abfurdin this. I cannot fee
any tendency init, confidered in itfelf; to hinder the falvation
of children, or -injure the church of CHrisT. From the
nature of the thing, I can fee no reafon to fay, that infant
baptifm came from hell, that the Devil is the author of it, or
that it is the great pillar of Popery, and main fupport of the
kingdom of Antichrift. I can difcern nothing in it inconfif-
tent with the wifdom and goodnefs of Gob, or tending to the
difhonour of his name or the difgrace of his ordinance. Nei-
ther do I imagine it would be any real injury to youth, before *
they make a public profeflion of relicion themfzlves, to be
under the carc of a well ordcred chriftian church, entitled to
its inftru@ions and fubjeét to its admonitions, and to have the
church under fome pecculiar tics to plead with Gop in their
behalf, and ufe {uitable endeavours for their fpiritual edifica-
tion. I cannot fee, that the frequent and folemn adminittra-
tion of the ordinance of baptifm in the church, if it fhould

keep
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keep up a conftant fenfe of the obligations lying on church-
members to perform this duty to young people, would have a
natural tendency to do them any eflential injury ; to make them
more vicious, keep them away from CHRIsT, and prevent the
falvation of their fouls.

THEREFORE, if there is any evidence in fcripture in favour
of infant baptifm, thefe confiderations may prevent or remove
our prejudices, and difpofe our minds the more readily to ad-
mit it. I cannot help thinking that the ftrong prejudices fome
honeft chriftians have imbibed and entertained againft infant
baptifim have originated in miftakes about its proper ufe as a
mean of grace, and its natural tendency : that they have judg-
ed ot it without viewing it as it is in itfelf, but have viewed
it as it appears when greatly corrupted and abufed ; and, under
this unhappy difguife, conceived thofe prejudices againft it,
that are not eafily removed. When we judge of gofpel ordi-
nances, not from their proper ufe and natural tendency, but
from their appearance, when disfigured by the abufe of igno-
rant or vicious men, our conceptions of them will certainl
be wrong. We have been long accuftomed to fee children
prefented to baptifm, not by their parents, but by fponfors,
manz of whom were grofsly ignorant of the firft principles
of chriftianity, or totally carelefs about their education ; both
parents and fponfors have entirely negle@ed all ferious endea-
vours to bring them up in the knowledge and fear of Gob ;
and yet great dependence has been laid on this baptiftii, as if
the bare ceremony enfured the falvation of childrens fouls.
This, together with the unfcriptural ceremonies ufed in the
adminiftration, has a natural tendency, confidering men’s weak-
nefs, and their great inattention to the real nature of thin
to induce them to believe that the baptifm of children is totaily
ufelefs, and often very pernicious. Thus the mind receives
a bias againft it, which renders it incapable of difcerning the
fcripture evidence inits favour ; and therefore it is reje@ed as
a2 human invention. Qthers, peihaps, have been fo unhappy
as to live among Prefbyterians of high profefiion, but little
true piety ; who have been warm advocates for infant baptifm,
fpoks of it as a matter of vaft importance, and repeatedly en-
tered into very folemn engagements to bring up their children
for Gobp ; yet neverthelefs have negleced family religion,
brought up their children in vice and ignorance, fet before
them z bad example, and been evidently immoral in their con-
duct before the world. By this the fame prejudices have been
produced. But no found argument can be raifed againft in-
fant baptifm from hence ; for it would be arguing, as many do,

from
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from the bad praltices of the profeffors of religion, that the
principles they profefs are erroneous : an argument, which if
found, would prove that there are no good principles exifting
en any fubjett.

2. THERE is a relation to CHRIST often mentioned in
facred fcripture, which, I think, is a quite different thing from
that faving union by faith and love, which is the peculiar pri-
vilege of the children of Gop. Byt I underftand, a relation
to him as members of his vifible church ; which is not pecu-
liar to converted perfons, but may, even in a fcripture fenfe,
be afferted of unconverted church members : it is being mem-
bers of that body of which CHrisT is the head, viz. the
<hurch.

“Tu1s, I think, is evident from Rom. xi. 17, 24. In which
paflage we find the members of the Jewith church reprefented
as the branches of a2 good olive-trec;—that fome of thefe
branches were broken off; and that becaufe of unbelief ;—
that the Gentiles, the natural branches of the wild olive-tree,
were grafted in among the branches of the good olive-tree,
and wuh them partook of its root and fatnefs ;—that it was
by faith that the Gentiles enjoyed this privilege.

By the good olive-tree, I apprehend, is not meant the per-
Jonof Jesus CHRisT, but his church, which is fo called, Jer.
Xi. 16. The LorD called thy name a green olive-tree, fair and
of goodly fruit. By being grafted into this olive-trce we are
not to underftand a faving union to CHRIsT : for this we can-
not aflert without denying the faints perfcverance ; becaufe
the fame branches that had been united to this olive-tree
were broken off : no, nor even if we do; for they were
broken off as 2 punifhment infli€ted becayfe of unbclict : their
unbelief was prior to their feparation and the procuring caufe of
it ; but on tuppofition of non-perfeverance, unbelict was not
prior to it, but the ad?ive agent that neceflarily produced the
eftelt asfocn as itexifted ; it took place at the fame inftant of
time with their unbelief, and did not follow as a confequence
of it. By the fatnefs of the good olive-tree we are not to
underftand thofe faving graces, which are communicated from
CHR1sT to thofe who have a fpecial union with him by faith ;
but the various outward privileges of the church, that is, the
fpecial protection of Divine Providence, the ively oracles of
truth, the means of grace and falvation, viz. a ftanding gofpel
migiftry, the ordinances of divine inftitution, and we may

add,
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add, the fame religious privileges for their offspring. _Thefe
arc the fatneis ot the olive-tree, the manure cait about its roots
to render it fruitful. By faith is not meant that act of the
foul, by which it receives CHRIST, is favingly united to him
and made partaker of the divine nature ; buc rather that ge-
neral velicf of the divimty of CHRIsT, and of his being the
true MEsstaH, which induced them to embrace Chrittianity asa
divine inttitution. By unbelief we are not to unde;‘f’cand the
want of faviaz faith in CHRIsT ; but the denying him to be
the true iviessiaH, and refufing to fubmit to him in that
character.

IT was for this unbelief that fome of the Jews were un-
churched, broken off from the good olive-tree, and deprived
of its fatnets; while the believing Jews ftill remained mem-
bers of the church of Gop, and in the enjoyment of its pri-
vileges, though under a different difpeniation. 'The Gentiles
believed in CHR1sT, and {ubmitted to him as their anointed
Saviour ; and therciore were grafted among the believing Jews
into the good olive-tree, and partook of the various privileges
of Gob’s church, of which the unbelieving Jews had been
deprived, becaufc of their unbelief. Obferve, the Gentiles
were grafted into the fame olive-tree, from which the Jews were
broken off, and partook of the jame root and fatnefs. The
Jame church-privileges, which the Jews had enjoyed, the Gen-
tiles now enjoy, with feveral advantageous additions,

By the explanation I have given above of faith and unbe-
lief, I do not mean to deny that the Gentiles had a faving
faith, nor that the Jews were void of it, but to {hew what was
particularly intended by the Apoftle.

THE relation to CurisT, of which we are now treating,
is in John xv. 2, ftyled being in him: Every branch 1n mg
that becareth not fruit be taketh away. Here are branches in
CHrist, that do not bear fruit. We cannot fuppofe that
they are in him by a living principle of faith and love, for then
they would certainly bring forth fruit : and united to CHRIsT,
in a faving way, they couid not be, without fuch a principle ;
and therefore it is fome other kind of union that is intended.
What can this be but that they were members of that myftical
body of which CHRisT is the i.cad, or it is evident that if
we du not admit of this fenfe, we mutt allow of falling from
faving grace : and even if we do allow of it, it will not much
alter the matter, or help to avoid the difficuity ; for, as now

b | hinted,
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hinted, none but 2 living faith, that works by love, unites the
foul to CHRIsT ; and where the belicver has truc love to
CHRrisT, he will keep his commandments. Moreover, on
the principle of non-perfeverance, it could not properly be
faid that Gobp taketh away the branch that beareth not truit,
but that he taketh himfelr away by his cwn unbehief and dif-
obedience. But faﬁ, that by be:ng in CHRYST, is meant be-
ing a member ot his vifibie church, znd that taking awa
fignifies depriving of its privileges, and the fenfe is nawural,
cafy and obvious.

I APPREHEN " the fame thing is reprefented in other words,
in the parable of the barren fig-tiee, Luke xiii. 6, 7, 8. The
word vi.eyard, both in the o.d and new teftament, is ufed to
fignify the church of G:b. 4 pg-trec planted in the vine-

rd then fignifies a member of s church.  The larren .ig-
tree, one who does not live a holy liie, though longa member
of the church, and in the cnjuyment ot it« various privileges.
For this fig-tree tne drefler of the vineyard flill intercedes,
and pleads that it may be 1pared, untii he fhall dig about it
and dung it ; which, 1 think, plainly intimates it to be the
mind of CHRisT, that gracelefs members of his church thould
be fpared, and continued in it, until proper means be ufed to
‘bring them to repentance and holinefs of life. This digging
and dungging reprefents the various means ufed, by divine ap-
pointment, for the convition and conwverfion of gracelefs
church-membirs.

From fuch paflages as thefe, I conclude that the defign of
church-memberthip is not merely to edity and comfort the
people of Gobp; but that the church is intended as a kind of .
nurlery, or fchool, in which others fhould be trained up for
Gob, inftru@ed in the do&rines of CHrIsT, and favoured
with the various means calculated to bring them to repentance.
It is a fociety formed on purpofe to bring its members, efpes
cially the young, to be faints, as well as to promote their fpi-
ritual intereft after they become fuch ; and therefore to deny
children the privilege of church-memberthip is to fruftrate one
of the prin-ipal ends for which this important fociety was in-
ftituted ; it is to bar them out of that fchool, where they
ought to be trained up for the fervice and enjoyment of Gop
in the higher regions of glory.

BuT perhaps fome may obje&t, and fay, if this is the defign
of church-memberfhip, why are any excluded? Whyare not
" all
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all admitted, who need con- _..? To which I reply, that
fhould this be the cafe, th _hurch would foon ceafe to be a
nurfery of religion or aichool for teaching CHR1sT’s difciples,
‘T hofe who wiil not fubmit to the rules of this fociety muit
be excluded, left they corrupt, and make it no longer a chufch
of CHRIST, but a {ynagogue of Satan. This fuciety’s being
defigned for the purpofes above-mentioned is the precife rea-
fon, why unworthy members fhould be excluded. The end
of public feminaries of learning is to train up youth in know-
ledge and virtue ; but fhould all be admitted as fcholars, who
need fuch an education, however corrupt their principles or
vicious their condu&, the feminary would foon ceafe to be a
fchool of virtue, and degenerate into a mere fink of impiety
and debauchery. Thofe then of abandoned charaéters muft be
excluded the Society, for the fake of the reft. However,
young fcholars are not to be excluded, but corre@ed, and
thofe who are more advanced in life, if vicious and obftinate,
are to be expelled the fociety.

3. I sHALL prove that the covenant made with Abraham,
to which circuincifion was annexed as a feal, was truly the
covenant of grace,

Here I fhall not venture into the controverfy about the
propriety of the word covenant; whether the Greek term
Awalnxy is rightly tranflated, or whether it is more proper
to render it a tci{ament, or to prefer the word difpenfation to
either of thefe. Much that has been advanced on this fubjeét,
I take to be a trifling debate about the ufe of a word., Either
of thele terms is fafe, when expl2ined agreeable to the analo
of faith ; and without this, none of them will fully and propexﬁ;
exprefs the idea.

It is evident, that in facred fcripture, a gracious Gop has
offered apardon of fin to guilty men through the Lorp JEsus
CHR1sT, and promifed eternal life to all who return to him
by true repentance, and accept of this offer with their whole
hearts. When this offer is made to finners, it is undoubtedly
their indifpenfable duty, as well as greateft intereft, fincerely to
embrace it, and give themfelves up to Gop as his faithful and
devoted fervants. This gracious promife lays the creature
under additional obligations to his Maker and juftly offended
Sovereign.  'Where there are mutual engagements between
Gop and man, the one bound by gracious promife, and the
other by duty and gratitude, the fcriptures authorize us to call

‘ this
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this a covenant, however differently the word is ufed from
its common fignification, when applied to tranfactions among
men.

THE grace of Gob manifcfted to mankind, has been vari-
cufly difpenied to his church, in difterent periods.  Before the
time of Mofes, the outward ordinances of rclxémn, ~r ordinary
means of grace, apnear to have been few in number. From
the time of Mofes to the coming of CHRIST inthe flefh, the
grace of (Gop was difpenfed k‘y a great variety of oxdmances
and outward ceremonies of worthip ; which were probably
intended in part to allure the ifraelites, then in a rude and
uncultivated ftate, from the pompous worfhip of the idolatrous
nations, which furrounded them; partly to excite in their
minds pious and devout fentiments; and partly to typify
CHrisT, and the peculiar bleflings of the gofpel-difpenfation.
From the afcenfion of CHRIST to the prefent day, this grace
i difpenfed in a more fimple way, chiefly by the preaching of
the word, and adminittration of baptifm and the Lorp’s fup-
per.

THEesE different difpenfations of the grace of Gop, we
are authorized by fcripture to call different covenants. The
difpenfation enjoyed by the Ifraelites, beiore the coming of
CHrisT, is in Heb. viii. 7—called the firft covenant ; but in
the context we are informed that it is faulty; it did not
exhibit the free grace of Gon with fufficient clearnefs and ful-
nefs ; therefore CHRr1sT the Mediator introduced a better co-
venant, and ‘adminiftered it in a more excclient way, {o as
more fully’and ¢learly to marifeft the riches of divine grace
and the method of man’s recovery. Under the new difpenta-
tion, Gop promifes to beftow more plentifully the graces of
his HoLy SeiriT, and an abundant increafe of kx*nwl(doc.
Now becauf: of the fupcrior excellency of this covenant, the
other gave place to it, waxed old, and vanifhed away.,

Tue Greek word A.xfyxs, tranflated ccvemant in the eighth
ch:mtu, is 1endered tefiwnent in the ninth. A teftament is
a maw’s laft wiil, in which he bequeaths lecacies to his
children and ﬁlende —Jesus CHrisT in his “laft will be-
qucaths the rich legacies of hic grace, the purchafe of his pre-
cious blood, to the children of Gop.  Fut he did not infertin
_hic wij the purticular names of the legatees ; but left legucies
to all; who in this :ife; thould be brought, lw the ct}icaunus
encrgy of his fpirit, to embrace the gofpei-offer, and by faith

infert
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infert their own names in his laft will. By the new teftament
of jesus CHR1sT then, we are to underitand the laft upen-
fation of Gob’s grace to mankind, which we enjoy under
the zofpel. 1 do not fay that the word A.etuxs, 88 it is ufed
in fcripture, always fignities a difpenfation of grace; but that
it fignifies this in the puflages now reterred to 1s, 1 think, fuf-
ficicntly evident; and therefore the word covenant in thofe
places ‘in the old teftament, to which they refer, muit be ufed
in the fame fenfe.

THis was the covenant of grace which was made with
Abraham, or that Abriham was tavourey with a difpeniation
of, and of which circumcifion was a fign and feal.

WERE we to judge of this covenant, only by reading the
writings of the old difpentations, ‘there noght remain fome
doubt, whether the bleflinzs of it were carnaland «emiporzl, or
fpiritual and cternud, or waether it was a covenant of werks
or a covenant of grace ; but when we confiver it in the lignt
the new difpenfarion reflects upon it, it appears with tuf-
ficient evidence, that the principul bleflings exhibited were
fpiritual and eternal. It is not peculiar to this old covenant
that it included both temporal and fpiritual bleflings, the new
alfo hath the promife of the life which now is and of ..at whicr is
to come.  Under the old difpenfation temporal bleflings are moft
enlarged upon, and undcr the new thofe that are fpiritual,
This covenant or difpenfation, whether termed new or old,
or in whatever manner adminittered to maukind, includes all’
the external privileges of the church, the right and tull en-

- joyment of which are the principal advantages of church-mem-
berfhip.

WE read of Gobp’s entering into covenant with Abraham,
Gen. xii. 12, 3, where he promifes Abraham, that in him all
Sfamilies of the earth fhould be bleflid, that is, that the MEessiah,
by whofe mediation all nations thould be blefled, fhould ac-
cording to the fleth, defcend from him. This the apoftle
Paul, Gal. iii. 8, calls preaching the gofpel to Abraham ; and
gives us to underftand that it implied the doétrine of juftificati-
on by faith.  This furely could not Le a covenant of works, un-
der which the gofpel is preached, and in it a juftifying righte-
oulncfs held forth to guilty finners. In Rom. iv. 11.—The
Apottle treating on the fame fubje@ of juftification by faith,
in order to fupport and confirm the doétrine, introduces Abra-
ham as 2n example of one who was juftified by faith, in op-
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pofition to werks, and aflures us that be received the fign of c:r-
cumcifion, a feal of the righteoufnefs to'/" the faith, which ke Fad yet
being uncircumcifed. ‘The righteoufnefs of faith, is the righte-
oufnefs wrought out by the altive and paffive obedience of
Jesus Curist, which is offered in the gofpe: for the jufti-
fication of finners, and received by faith. Now this is held
forth no where but in the gofpel, under a difpenfation of
grace. A carnal, legal, temporal covenant is an utter {tranger
to every thing of the kind ; it contains no fuch righteouinefs,
nor offers any fuch bleflings to mankind. It is true, a number
of temporal bleflings are promifed, fuch as relate to the fu-
ture profperity of the defcendants of Abraham in the land of
Canaan : but we fhould remember that thefe are connetted
with the great promife of redemption through ChrisT, and
conftituteda part of Gob’s gracious fcheme tor th: falvation of
the ends of the earth. They were conneéted with Gob’s
merciful defign, as means are connected with the end ; and
probably the want of a due attention to this has led many to
imagine this covenantto be legal, temporat or carnal.

WHEN we duly confider what the Apoftle fays in the fore-
cited paflages, we muft naturally, and, I think, neceffarily,
conclude, that he believed that the covenant made with Abra-
ham, o which the fign of circumcifion was arnexed as a feal,
was properly acovenant of grace, and not a mere Icgal tem-
poral covenant : and can we prefume betier to underftand the
matter than the infpired Apoftle ; or fet up our own cormn-
ments in oppofition to his ?

4 | THINK it will appear on a careful and impartial
examination, that cincumcifion and baptifm were in fubftance
the fame ordinance ; that is, that they fignified the fame fpi-
ritual bleflings ; and that the chief difference is in the exter-
nal rite, their being annexed to different difpenfations of
the grace of Gob.

THAT circumcifion was a fign of initiation into the Jewifh
church, as far as I know, is difputed by none. It is alfo, I
think, univerfally agreed, by all who hold with baptifm at
all, that it isa fign of initiation into the chriftian church.

It has already been proved that circumcifion was a fign
and feal of the covenant of grace, and, as far as [ know, it is
generally allowed that baptifm has the fame ufe under the
gofpel-difpenfation : at leaft, [ fhould fuppofe, that this will
. not
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not be denied by thofe who maintain that the ordinance ought
nat to be adminiftered to any, except thofe who are favingly
united to Gob in a fpecial covenant-relation. Circumciion
was alfo a fign of regeneration, or of punty of heart ; and
that this was one principal thing reprefented by baptiim is uni-
verially acknowledged. |

THus it appears that thefe two ordinances were in fub-
ftance the fame ; or that the principal and ipiritual blefings
they reprefented were the fame.

IN order to put it out of difpute that circumcifion was a
fign of regeneration, let us confider a few paflages of fcrip-
ture. A vicious or jinful difpoition of heart 1s calied uncir-
cumcifion of heart, Lev. xxvi. 41, 42. If then their uncir-
cumcijed bearts be humblid, and they then accept of the punifbment
of their imquty 5 then will I remember my covenant with ‘facob,
and alfo my covenant with lfaac, and alfo my covenant with Aira-
ham will I remember. Jer.ix. 26.  for all thefe nations are
uncircumcifedy, and all the houfe of Ifracl are umircum?éd in the
heart. A&svii. §7.  Ye ftiff-necked and uncircumcifed in heart
and ears, ye do always refift the Holy Ghofi. Holinefs, or puri-
Z of heart, is called circumcifion of heart, Deut. x. 16.

rcumcife therefore the fore-fkin of your beart, and be no more
Suff-necked.  Jer.iv. 4. Gircumcijfe yourfelves to the LorD, and
take away the fore-fhins of your heart. Phil.iii. 3. For we
are the circumcifion which worfbip Gop in the Spirst, and re-
Joice in CAR1ST JESUS, and have no confidence in the flefh. Col.
W. 11, 12. In whom alfo ye are circumcifed with the circumci-
Jron made without hands, in putting off the body of the fins of the
Siefb, by the circumcifion of CHRIST @ buried with bim in baptifm.
If circumcifion did not reprefent holinefs of heart, or regene-
ration, I know not what fenfe or propriety there can be in
thefe paffages. Can they bear any other reafonable conftruc-
tion, or is not this the moft natural and obvious ! Why is
impurity of heart called uncircumcifion of heart, if circum-
cifion did not reprefent a contrary difpofition, or ftate of
mind? What fenfe is there in faying, we are the circumcifion
who worthip Gob in the fpirit, if circumcifion fignified no-
thing that was fpiritual, but only what was carnal or legal ?
Why is regeneration called circumcifion made without hands
in the 11th verfe, and being buried with CHRrIsT in baptiim
in the 12th, if they had notbeen both fizns of one and the
fame grace of regeneration ! What is meant by the circum-

cifion
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cifion of CHRisT, but the renovation of our nature, and why
called circumcifion, if circumcifion did not reprefent it ?

Now fince circumcifion and baptifm were both a fign of
admiffion into the vifible church, a fign and feal of the cove-
nant of grace, and a fign of regeneration, or the rcnewing
of the Holy Ghoft,]1 conclude, that they were in fubftance the
fame ordinance, thatis, that they fiznified the fame {piritual
bleflings ; and that the chief difference is in the outward fign
made ufe of, and their being annexcd to different difpenfations
ot Gop's grace,

Ir circumcifion and baptifm were in fubftance the fame
ordinance, I think it will foliow, as an eafy, natural, and un-
evoidable confequence, that they ought to be adminiftereu to
the fame fubjects ; and tuat as the infants of the members
of the jewifh church were received into that church by the
rite of circu cition, fo the intants of chriftian parcuts ought
to oe received into the chriftian church, together win them-
felves, by the rite o/ baptifin. If it was a real advantage to
the children of the jews o be admitted into the Jewill: chuich,
it muft be an advantage as real, and certainly as ¢:cai, tor
the children of chriitians to be admitted into the chrifiian
chuich. If it would have been a real difudvantage to the
Jewifh church to have been deprived of this privilege, fo it is
a real difadvantage to the chriftian church. 1f there was once
a divine warrant for receiving children into the church of
Gob, and that has never been repealed or revoked, there is
ftill a divine warrant for it.

BuT perhaps it may be objected to what has been advanced
above, that though circumcifion was a fign and feal of the
righteoufnefs of faith to Abraham, yet to his infant offspring
it fealed only temporal blcﬂings : it fignified onc thing when
adminiftered to him, and quite another when adminiflered
to his pofterity. In anfwer to this 1 would obferve, that it
would be a very bold attempt to alter the form, or change the
naturc of the covenant of Gop ; or to make two, where he
has only made one. To me it appears, that if the principal
and moft important things fcaled to Abraham, were quite
different from thofc fealed to his pofterity ; if the one was
fpiritual and eternaly and the other carnal and temporal, there

was not one only, but two diftinét covenants, fuaicd by cir-
cunicifion.

Bur
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But how could circumcifion feal the righteoufne(s of faith
to children, who are incapable of ating faith ? Is not this
putiing afalto a biank ? As we ufe the word covenant, when
treating on this fubject, na senfe different from its meanin
when appli. d to human tra}n;a&mns, the wq{d feal alfo m
have a different Lignification.  the fignificancy of a feal,
muit anfwer to, and be determined by, the meaning of what is
fealed ; this iv firft declared in words or in writing, and the
faul declares nothing more ; butis only a confinnation of what
is thus deciared : now what this 1s 1 have endeavoured to ex-
plain in the preceding part of thus fection.

THE fealis annexed, by divine appointment, to the difpen-
fation of grace as a mean of excituy faith, as well as ftrength-
ening it : and the uleof it, neither to children nor grown per-
fons, is coafined o the time of adminiftration; but is in-
tended for their ufe and improvement in the after periods of
hic.

WHEN we fay, that children were under the old difpenfa.
tion, and are ftill under the new, in covenant with Gob, we
me.n by ity that they had formerly, and fhill have a right to
the privilege of church-memberfhip, according to fctipture,
and to all the outward advantages of the difpenfation of Gop’s
grace, as far, and as foon, as they are capable of improving
them. They have the offers of falvation handed down to
them with Gop’s feal annexed thereto, to give them the ear-
lieft encouragement to rcpentance, and the ftrongeft affurance
of acceptance, when they do repent : and being members of
the church, they are more under the fpecial proteftion of a
kind Providence, than thofe who are alien: and ftrangers to
the commonwealth of lracl. When w: read that the pro-
miie is made to believers and their feed, we underftand by it,
that Gen has made the offer of life to them and their chil-
dren 3 and promies to confer it, on condition of repentance
and faith.  ["he offer and conditional promife is made to chil-
dren s an expreffion of (Gub’s goodnefs to them, in order to
encourage aind excite them to retuin to him in their early days:
and when the fign of the covenant is annexed to this gracious
promife, and adminiftered to them in baptifm, itis a fuller
expreflion of the Divine Goodnefs, and a ftronger motive and
encouragement to return to Gob through CHRisT. The
ble:dfing promifed is not conferred on fuch children as are guilty
of actual fin, until they actually repent and accept the offer

yet
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yet they are encouraged to accept of it by the promife of
Gop made to them, and given under his hand and feal.

By children’s being in covenant then, together with their
parents, we do not mean that they certainly have tiat faving
union to CHRIsT, which true believers have. It would ap-
pear very unfcriptural to aflert, that when a parent believes
the promife made to him and his children, and is juftified by
his faith, that his children are juftified by bis faith alfo. If
this was the cate, then all the defcendants of 2 juftined per-
fon, from generation to generation, would be juttitied ; and
bim whom he juflifiesh be ays gl rificth 3 and thus heaven would
be fecured more furely by inhenitance than our eftates. Yet
we fuppofe, nay we venture to afirm, that the faith and piety
of the parents are fo far imputed to their chudren, as that on
their account, they enjoy tac various outward advantages of
the difpenfation of the covenant of grace.

THE obje@ors here are involved in the fame difficulties
with us ; for if the covenant of circumcifion was properly a
covenant of wcrks, there were certain conditions to be af-
fented to and complied with, which children werc as truly
incapable of, at the time of their circumcifion, as they are
now of affenting to the covenant of grace and exercifing faith
and repentance. They allow that this covenant ¢ referred to
“ morality, the civil polity of the Jews, and to the outward
“ rites and ordinances of worfhip ;"’ and that 2 compiiance
with thefe were the conditions thereof. If circumcifion was
a feal of thefe things, why adminiftered to infants, who were
incapable of believing them to be of divine authority, and ex-
prefling their affent to fuch requifitions of Heaven? May
not the queftion be juftly retorted, /#as not this fetting a feal
10 @ blank? Was it true morality that was required ; or was
it that which was falfe and hypocritical? Was it a fincere and
fpiritual obfervance of the rites and ordinances of worlhip ;
or was it only an external worfhip that was required, which
included not the exercife of love to Gob, or any of the graces
of his SeiriT? If it was true morality, and a fincere ob-
fervance of the rites and ordinances of worfhip, how were
infants capabie of thefe, more than of faith and repentance?
Was it indeed true that the covenant of circumcifion was
fuch, that all the conditions of it might be complied with by
unregencrated gen, and by the greateft hypocrites ; and the
bleflings claimed, on the footinir of the covenant, as a reward,
or in confequence, of fuch hypocritical fervices ? VVas:d }t
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f2lfe morality and hypocritical worthip, that was required, and
fufficicnt to enutle the Jews to the bleflings of the covenant ?
Even on this very ablurd fuppofition, infants were no more
capable of aflenting to the conditions, than they are of em-
bracing the gofpel = and if there is an abfurdity in adminifter-
ing baptifin to intants, arifing esther from their natural or mo-
ral incapacity, there was the fame atfurdity in circumcifing
then:. andif we muft un/eiftand the difpenfation, to which
circuincifion was aunexed, to be a covenant in firié? propriety,
I think, the abfurdity will appear much greater ; becaule we
underiiand nothiag more by the covenant fealed by baptiim
than a ditpeiuation of grace.

BuT that it was the mind of CHRisT that children fhould
be received into the vifible church may be farther argu-
ed from Mark x. 13, 14, and they brought young children to
bim, that be fhould touch them 5 and his difciples rebuked thefe
that breught them., Lut when Jesus faw it, he was much dif-
pleafed, ana jaid unto them, fuffer the little children to come unte
me, and forbid them not : for of fuch is the kingdom of Gob.
This expreflion Kingdom of Gob, or Kingdem of heaven, is
moft commoniy ufed in the new teftament, to fignify the -
chuich ot CHRisT on earth : and I fec nothing in the con-
nexion, or occaiion on which they are here ufed, to induce
us to believe that they are not to be taken in this moft com-
mon fenfc in this paflage ; and then it gives us this plain fen-
tence, Sw!}r the little children to come unto me and forbid them
nuct ; for fuch are members of my gofpel church. This fenfe
wiil be fixed and eftablithed, if we confider that to maintain
that the Kingdom of Goo here fignifies a ftate of glory, will
anount either to a total denial of original fin, or an af{crtion
that all chidren are freed from it, purified by divine grace
and fitted for the kingdom of glory. To fay that it denies
orizinal fin, is to make it contradié other plain paffages of
the written word ; and to fay that it aflerts that children are
pardened, fanctified, and fitted for glory, would imply a denial
of the faints perfeverance, which is a do&rine contained in
fcripture, and generally held by the reformed proteftant
churches. Take the words then, I fay, as they are moft fre-
quently ufed, and in this their fixed meaning, and they are a
plain declaration of CHRIsT, that children are members of
his church, now under the gofpel, as they were before his
coming in the flefh. Shall we then either carelefsly or pre-
fumptuoufly, exclude and refufe them the initia:ing fign?
Shall we refufe to devote them to Gob in baptifm, and bring

them
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them up for him ? Are they not his difciples, or fcholars in
his fchool, and fhall we not there train them up for his fer-
vice ?

. It may poffibly be objeéte.! : - the ufe I have made of the
laft-mentioned paflage or icripture, That the meaning of the
expreflion of fuch is the kingdom of heaven, is, that fuch bear a
refemblance to Gop’s chiidren, and that not in their moral,
but matural difpofitions ; and that CHRIST defigned, from the
natural difpofitions ot little children, to reprefcat what ougzht
to be the moral difpofitions of the children of grace. But
his puttyng his hands upon them, and blefling them, plainly
fhows that fomething more than thi> was intended. Indeed
had this been all, he might have faid, perhaps with equal pro-
priety, fuffer fbeep to come unto me, und forbid them not;
for of fuch is the kingdom of heaven. An exprellion u at
would have founded extremely odd, though the faints are
frequently compared to theep, in feripture, as well as to chil-
dren. '

THE expreflion, 1 Cor. vii. 14. Elfe were your children un-
clean, but now are they holy, has often been produced as a proof
of infant baptifm : and it appears to be found and rational,
after all the attempts that have been made to prove that un-
clean fignifies 1llegitimate, or not lawfully begotten, and Ahofy
legitimate, or lawfully begotten ; for this conltruction entirely
deftroys the force of the Apottie’s reafoning, and reduces it to
a pititul meannefs. It is proving the point by a medium
that muft neceflarily be as doubtful as the thing to be proved.
It was impoflinle that the legitimacy of the Corinthians’ chil-
dren could be more certain than the lawtylnefs of their coha-
bitation ; and unlefs it was, it could never be produced as a
proof of it. Butif we fuppofe it a received maxim in their
church, that the children of chriftians were relatively holy, as
being confecrated to the fervice of Gop, we take the word
in a fcriptural fenfe, and the Apoftle’s reafoning has ity full
force.

I know itis objeted to the arguments produced in favour
of infant-baptifm, that repentance and faith are required in
fcripture as the conditions of baptifm, and children are not
capable of thefe. ‘I'o which [ reply ; thoush repentance and
faith are certainly neceftury for the feriptural improvement of
baptifm and all cther golpel ordinances, it does not follow
that they are efiential qualiiications tor the reception of this or

any
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any other. If they were, they ought not to be received by
any who have not ablolute allurance; for they can have no
greater certainty of their validity, than of their own gracious
eftate ; whenever they doubt of the latter, they muft of the
former ; and ihereforc muft a& with a doubting confcience :
and in fuch cafes, be that doubteth is damned. It would be far-
ther neceflary that the Adminiftrator fhould have the fame
abfolute certainty of the gracious eftate oi all the fubjecls, to
whom he adminifters thele ordinances ; becaufe if he doubts
of this, he muft doubt of the lawfulnefs of his own admini-
ftrations. ‘This abioiute certainty would be peculiarly necef-
fary as to baptifm. If repentance and faith arc eflential, then
without them the adminudtration is null and voia, the church
can have 1,0 certain knowledze of its owu members, and, in
many inftances, individuals will have no certainty of their
own baptifm. From fcnipture examples, all Adults who are
baptized thould be exhortcd to repentance and faith, and
fhou!d profefs to beiieve with all the heart, 7. e. with lincerity ;
but even dimon Magus, though atter his baptiim, he appeared

to be in the Jall of vitterncfs and bond of 1niquity, was not exhorted
to be rebapt.zcd.

IFr circumcifion was a feal of the covenant of grace, and
a fign of fpiritual bleflings, as it undoubtedly was in the judg-
ment of the Apoftic Paul, the 'fame cbjeltion Jay againit cir-
cumcifing children ; but we are fure that in thms cafe it was
not fufficient, becaufe they were circumcifed by divine com-
mand ; and therefore may conclude that it is not fufficient in
the cafe of baptiim. ,.braham had faith, yet being uncircum-
cifed, and, 1 judge, it was as ncceflary in order to his cir-
cumcifion, as it is in adult perfons now, in order to their
baptifm : but as faith in his infant offspring was not required
in order to their circumcifion, neither is it neceflary in the
children of believers, in orderto their baptifm; and ‘there is
equal reafon for baptizing the latter, as there was for circum-
cifing the former. Faith and repentance being required of
adults, does not exclude infants. If Abraham had been in un-
belief he could not, with any propriety, have received the feal
of the righteoufnefs of faith; but his infant offspring might
and did receive it, without any fuch abfurdity. '1he exhor-
tations to repent and be baptized are made to adults ina ftate
of infidelity. No argument can therefore be drawn from
this againft baptizing the children ..f believers. The contrar
rather appears from Adls ii. 38, 39.—Repent and be battized
every ane of you in the name of Jesus CHRisT Jor the remif-
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on of fins, and ye fball receive the gift of the Holy Ghofl.  For
'Iﬁlze promi& is unto you and to your children, &c. Though

Abraham’s children were not capable of actively receiving
the righteoufnefs of faith, they were capable of being reccived
into the church by the fign of circumcifion, where tne righ-
teoufnefs of faith was held farth, with Gob’s confirming 1cal
annexcd ; they were capable of being taken under th« 1pc-
cial protection of Divine Providence ; and as their minds
opened, they were capable, through divine grace, of receiv-
ing faving benefits from the means of inftruétion.  Children
may be laid under great obligations to their parents, by kind-
nefles done them before they are capable of underl{anding
what is done, or the reafons of it: thefe may afterwards af-
fet them with gratitude and engage them to a dutiful beha-
viour. So the kindnefs of Gob to children, in blefling them
with chriftian parents, who early dedicated them to him, and
were careful of their religious education, may be the mcans
of exciting fentiments of gratitude, and engaging them 1o
devote themfelves to the fervice of Gop tirough CHRisT.
The Apoftle when treating on the great dodtrine of juftifica-
tion in the fight of Gob, Rom. iii. 1, 2, fays, #kat advan-
tage then hath the Jew, and wh:t profit is there of circumeifion ?
He does not anfwer, as fome would ina fimilar cafe, that cir-
cumcifion was no advantage to the Jews, becaufe adminif-
tered to them in infancy, when they could not mske any ufe
of it ; but snuch every way : chiefly becaufe that unto them were
cemmitted the oracles.of GoD, containing a difpenfation of the
covenant of grace confirmed to them by the feal of heaven.
The fame reply is abundantly fufficient to this objeétion againft
baptizing infants.

INFANT-BAPTISM is reprefented by fome as one of the grofs
corruptions of the church of Rome, and even a main pillar
of Popery. Was the ordinance firft fuppofed to have a fav-
ing virtue communicated to it, and efteemed efientiai to fal-
vation, and then adminiftered to infants ; or was it not thus
corrupted and abufed, and then, through ignorance of its na-
ture and ufe, infant baptifin difputed and rejedted : tecaufe
placed in the room of regenerating grace ? Itis not unrea-
fonable to fuppofe the latter was the cafe, and fome ancient
writers ftrongly confirm it.

Bur it will be faid, If it was the mind of CHRIsT that
children fhould be received into the church by baptifm, why
has he not declared it in cxprefs words ! Should I anfwer,

that
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that it was becaufe he knew that {fome would corrupt and
abufe it, and defigned that others thould oppofe it, asa means
of recovering them from thefe errors, perhaps it might be .
thought rather too curious. 1 would therefore obferve, that
we find where ftrong prejudices take place, even the moft
expre(s terms are not fufficient to decide fuch points. No-
thing need be more clearly exprefied, than that baptifm and the
LorDp’s fupper are ordinances of the gofpel ; and yet both are
pofitively denied by the Quakers. 1 would farther oblerve,
that we find in fcripture, that thofe things which relate to the
externals of religion are much more fparingly, and often much
more obfcurely, reprefented, than thofe which are more eiien-
tial and important ; becaufe a miftake in them is far lefs dan-

HowervERr, let us recolle®, that all along, from Abraham’s
time to the coming of CHRisT, children had been received
into the church by the initiating fign, which was a feal of the
righteoufnefs of faith ; that chriftians were grafted into the
fame olive-tree among them, and made partakers of the fame
fatnefs ; that the fame promife which was made to Abriham
and his feed, is made to chriftians aud their feed ; that cir-
cumcifion and baptifm were fubftanti:lly the fame ordinance ;
and that CHRrIST ha: faid, Suffer lhtvle children and forbid them
not to come umto me, for of fuch is the kingdom of heaven ; and
then fay, is not this proof fufficient to fatisfy any perfon, in a
point not eflential to falvation ? Efpecially when we add,
that the privilege of church-memberfhip, tormerly granted to
children by a gracious Gop, has never fince been repealed or
taken away. Can we fuppofe, without any intimation of any
fuch thing in fcripture, tnat CHRIST came to caft a confide-
rable part of the human race out of his church, which had
been before received into it by divine command ? If an ex-
prefs command is neceflary in this cafe, it is for keeping chil-
dren out of the church, and not for receiving them intoit :
for this we have an exprels command, which has never b :n
repealed ; and if a law i not to be found repealing this pri-
vilege once granted to the church, is not CHR1sT much dif-
pleafed with thofe, though they be his difciples, who deny
children under the gofpel this their ancient right ?

I BeLIEVE there is a goodly number of reputable citizens
in the land, of various denominations: and if all would re-
ceive the rifing generation into their refpedtive religious foci-
eties, and be ferious and diligent in teaching them the prin-
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ciples of the chriftian religion, and training them up in the
fear of Gop, we fhould have a much more plealing profpelt
of the future profperity of the church of CurisT.

e R e

S ECT. IL

SH AL L now proceed, in the third place, to fhew, what
ar: the advantages of baptiim to chiidren.

IN order to underftand what advantage baptifm is to litdle
children, let us recur to what was before obferved, viz. ‘That
bagtian isof advantage, not from any innate power, any fav-
iny virtue com:municated to it by the words of confecration,
or eny infeparable connexion between it and the grace of Gop
rc --efented by it ; butonly confidered as one ot the means of
gi1ce appointed by our LORD ; and that the means of grace
pro’uce their cffeét, through the divine blefling, by their na-
tural tesuency to communicate and fpread the knowiedge 7
religion, and imprefs the mind with a feafe of its importance ;
and that when Gob blefies the means, he caufes tnem to pro-
duce that effed, to which they naturally tend.

Now when parents prefent their children to Geo in bap-
tifm, it is proper and natural, and their undcubted duty to re-
collet the facred obligations they are under to bring them up
for him, and folemnly to profefs their refolutions to perform
this important duty. This fuiemn act has a natural tendency
deeply to imprefs their hearts with a lively fenfe of their obli-
gations, and their minds being thus impreffed, they will be
more diligent, faithful and conicientious in the pertormance
of this duty. Now it is evidently a great advantage to chil-

(. dren to have their parents thus engaged to bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the LoRD.

CHILDREN by baptifm are fclemnly acknowledged to be
members of the vifible church ; they are the feed from which,
in an ordinary way, the future church of CurisT muft ipring;
they are taken underits care, entitled, as members, to its
prayers, inftrutions and chriftian difcipline. It is certainly a
great advantage to a rifing generation to have not only their
natura] parents bound to bring them up in the chuftian reli-
gion and in the fear of Gob, but the church alfo bound to fce
that parents be careful in performing this duty of love.

B4 Here
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HerEe we obferve that as it is through the parents that
children have a right to baptifm, fo it is through their inftru.
mentality that they receive the benefits of it. “I'he parents
then muft themlelves be regular members of the church, and
fubject to its difcipline. Thuy may be confidered as officers
of the church, whotc duty i: is to train up their own children
and domefticks for CHRIsT, coniilercd as members of his
myftical bedy. The church as a fociety, have a right to feg
to it that the feveral members perform their relpective religi-
ous 2nd moral duties; and therefore that parents perrorm their
duty to fuch of its members as are under their immediate care,
that they give them proper inftrutions, fet a chriftian exam-
pie before them, and by their authority reftrain them from
open vice. If parents live in the cmiffion of this duty, the
church not only hav~ a right, but are in duty bound, to ad-
monith, rebuke and cenfure them for their criminal neglect,
Yt isincumbent on church-officers, as far as they have oppor-
tunity, to fee that parents are not negligent in this matter, and
to athft them in inftructing and governing their children : yea
every alult member is bound to contribute his part, according
*o his yhility and opportunity, to forward this good work ; and
are not “hiefe means exceileatly turted wo keep up a ferious fenfe
of religion in tht minds of men, and nz2nd down the knowledge
of it from generation to generation ; and thus to anfwer the
proper end of this and every other gofpel-ordinance? Has not
the baptifm of children in fa&t been bleffed as the means of
keeping up a fenfe of this duty in the church, where it has
been adminiftered with due folemnity ? 1 am fully perfuaded it
has.  Has not this in fact been a happy mean of handing down
the knowledge of religion to the prefent day ? Has it not been
the occafion of bringing many young perfons to embrace real
relizion, and devote themfelves to the fervice of Gob in their
carly days ? Many inftances of this, I prefume, have been
known : inftances, where the confideration of their being de-
voted to Gup by pious parents has made deep impreflions on
the minds of children, and excited and encouraged them ear-
neftly to feck after the Gob of their fathers. W hy then thould
we reject an ordinance which has in fo many inftances been
bleflzd ? Rejeét it perbaps chiefly, becaufe it has been greatly
corrupted and abufed by vicious parents, or by carelefs, grace-
lefs, or miftaken church-officers,

But here it may be faid, thefe are important ends, it is
true ; but may they not be anfwered without b>ptifin? I do
not deny that they may, when a fovereizn (op, in his infi-
nite wildom, fhall {ze fit to order it. The gnds of the LorRD’s
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fupper alio might be anfwered, without the adminiftration of
that ordinance ; fhall we therefore rejeét it as ulelets 7 Gob
might, if he faw caufe, work altogether without means ; but
fhall we thercfore negleét all the means he has appointed ?
When we are confidering the means of grace, we are not to
inquire whether the end could be accomplithed by any other
means, but whether thefe means are well calculated for the

purpofe.

As far as my obfervation extends, it is generally found, that
thofe parents who deny, or neglect, infant baptitin, do alfo ge-
nerally negle& the religious ceducation of their children ; and
fome altually maintain, thatit is a ufelefs or pernicious thing,
direétly contrary to the plain and repeated command of Gon.
One great reafon, | fuipect, of this furprifing miflake, and the
confequent negileét of this important duty, 15 that the means
appointed, or warranted, for keeping up a duc fenle of it on
the minds of parents, are cither wholly neglelted, or impro-
perly ufed.

ExcrLupina children from the church, cfteeming them as
heathen, and teaching them to Jook upon themidelves as fuch,
tozether with the contequent negledt of their fouls, will pro-
bably have a very pernicious influence on the future interedt of
chrittianity.  “The natural and deitructive tendency of this
will not fo fully appear, 2slong as thereis any good degree of
th: lJife and power of rcligion amony thoic who deny chil-
dren this privilege.  But in my opinion, it lays a foundation
for banithing the form of religion fromamong men, when-
cver the power of it has departed 5 and then there are no means
of reviving it left.  The form of rcligion is (Gon’s ordinary
maans of reviving and promoting it in the world,  In the dark
ages of Popery the form of rcligion, corrupt and crroncous as
it was, was of greatufe, as it happily retained the knowledge
of chsiftianity, prevented a total return to heathenifin, and
thus preferved that light, which fhined forth at the reforma-
tion.—The tame happy ¢ffeét the form of religion has pro-
duced in fome proteflant countries, when the power of it had
dwindl:d away. The formof Godlinefs feems as neceflary to
the power of ity as the human body is to the exiftence of the
foul, in the prefent flate.  Without the fouly the body is a
itcleds, loathfome carcafe 3 and yet deftroy the body, and the
foul is difinificd from this world.—Se the forin of Godiinef,
without the pover, is quite unprofitable in one 1 fect, and
yet in another it is hiziuy necetlary to the very enaftence of
religion hiere below 5 and wien the power and form are both
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banithed, we arc inevitably overfpread with heathen darknefs,
In a ftate of general deadnefs, will not excluding children from
the church, teaching them to believe that they have no inte+
reltin it, and are to be looked upon in the fame light with the
children of heathen, naturally lead them eptirely to neglect all
the affairs of the church, am( even the very forms of worthip?
Will it not as naturally lead them into heathenith praltices, as
robbing 2 young woman of the rcputation of chatity would
lcad herinto lafcivious pratices ! A regard to reputation is 2
ftrong fence agaift vice, and fupport to virtue, fo ufeful and
necetlary to mankind, that it oughg by all proper means to be
preferved and encouraged. henever the intereft of the
church and forms of religious worfhip are neglefted, a ftatc of
heathen darknefs immediately fucceeds ; and chriftjanity is ba-
nithed from the earth, This appears to me to be the very
unhappy and natural tendency of excluding children from the
church of CHRiIsT ; let us therefore fuffer them to come into
a church-flate, and forbid them nop, for of fuch is the kingdom

of beaven.

S ECT. [V

E profefs to devote our children to Gob in baptifm,

and confecrate them to his fervice ; it is proper we
fhould inquire into the meaning of this, and in what manner
this important duty ought to be performed.

IT is sict the outward a& of bringing our children in our
arms and prefenting them fo a minifter to have them baptized,
that 1s the thing intended. This we may do, while in reality
we devote them to the world, the fleth and the devil. But it
means that we heartily confent and fingerely defire, that our
cm_ldrcn fhould be the LorDp’s, devoted to his fervice and dif-
Poicd to his glory ; that with humble gruft we commit them
into the arms of divine mercy; and honeftly refolve to train
f.bcﬂa up in the knowledge and fear of their ﬁ_daker. This is
e principal, the moft fubftantial and important part of what
is required, and what we profefs to do, on the folemn occafion
and unlefs we do this, our performance is g!fentiz;ily deﬁcient’
and our profeflion quite different from the meaning of mn3
hearts 3 becaufe the chief and moft excellent .pe'lrt of “the duty
is wanting, that is, a proper difpofition of mind. Ve fhoud
never comfort ourfelves with the apprehenfion that we have
done our duty, when we have only made the profcﬁ"x,on and
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performed the outward adt; for in this cafe, we are fo far from
having rc.lon to imagine that our duty is done, that we have
all reafon to conclude our profeflion to be faife and hypocriti-
cal, and therefore injurious to ourfeives and difhonouring to
Gop. In every att of worthip, and in every religivus dut),
the great demand of the ALMIGHTY is, Jdy fon, give mé thine
heart.

IN order then to our performing this duty in an acceptable
manner it is neccﬁary that we Le fincere ciniitions ; that we
be decply convinced of fin, in its evil nature and tendency ;
humbled under 2 fnie of the abfolute infuticicncy of our own
righteoufnefs for juitification before Gon, and of the greatnefs
of our guilt and unworthinefs of the civine mercy; that with
hearts truly penitent we renounce cvery fin and embiace the
Lcrp JEsUs as cur Saviour, trufting cntircly in his merits ;
and that our hearts be warmed and animated with fincere loxe
to Gop and fupreme deliznt in his fervice.  For if we do not
unfeignedly devote ourfelves to Gop, we fhall not, we cannot,
fincercly devote ouc chiidren to him ; if we do not truft in the
divine mercy ouilzives, we do not truly look to it, and depend
on it, for our chiidren ; and if we do not ourfeives refolve to
live a life of holinefs, we cannot fincerely purpofe to bring up
our children in the praltice of virtue and piety. It is zbun-
dantly evident, that if we withhold our own hearts from Gop,
and devote ourflves to the fervice of the world and the devil,
we withhold from him our children and all we pofle(s.

WHEN we prefent our children then to Gop in the ordi-
nance of baptifm, we in that a& profefledly renounce all fin,
take the LorD JEsus tobe our Redeemer, Gob the father to
be our father, and the HoLy GHosT to be our faniifier ;
and at the fame time give ourfelves up to be deveted to the-
fervice of the adorable T'rinity. ‘This then is a very folemn
and important act : equal perhaps in folemnity to an attendance
on the ordinance of the Lorp’s fupper ; it ought thercfore to
be engaged in with diligent and folemn preparation of foul,
- and with humble and earneft prayer to Almighty Gob for his
gracious prefence and bleffing.

HEexce it evidently appears that parerte cught to have a
competent knowledge of the doctrines and dutics of the chrif-
tian rcligion, and partlcularlv of the fallen ftate of man, the
way of his recovery made known in the gofpel, and of the na-
ture and ufe of the ordinance, in order to their attendance
upon it ina rational and acceptable manner, fuch as fhall re-
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dound to the honour of Gop, and the edification and comfort
of their own fouls : and I may add, that without this know-

'ze, they are evidently unqualified for teaching their children
tne principles of the chriftian religion, and thereby fulfilling the
folemn cngagements they are under. In this ftate of igno-
rance they are very unfit to be trufted with thc cducation of
thc members of CH~1sT’s church. Such perfons perform
a blind or prefumptuous fervice ; they ignorantly or wilfully
profane the facred inftitution of the Redeemer.

SucH parents as negle& family worfhip and the religious
education of their children, or are openly immoral, are evident-
ly unqualified tor the very important work of training up chil-
dren tor Gobn. By their conduét they declare their want of
love to C:ir1sT, und enmity tu his ways ; and can an enemy
be entrufted with this important work of duty and love, with-
out the moft evident abturaity ?

It may be afked, why may not the church perform this duty
to children, and they thus reccive the benefits of church-mem-
Lerfhip, though their parents be ignorant, immoral aind negli-
gent ! To which I anfwer, that the Gop of naturc has cum-
mitted children to the difpofal, and fubjeéted them to the com-
mand, of their parents, and the church has no accefs to them
'n any other way than by their means. No man can with any
conﬁﬂcn?, be fponfor for a child, except he has the child at
his own ditpofal, and alfo the property of the pzrent ; unlefs
his circumftances will admit of his educating the child at his
own expence. It would be abfurd for a church to undertake
to do that which a vicious parent may probably put entirely
outof their power. It is by their autnority over the parents,
confidered as members of the fame religious fociety, that they
are to promote the fpiritual edification of children.

SHouLD an] ‘garcnts, who have had children baptized in
this unqualified ftate, be afterwards convinced that they had
done it in a finful manner and not agreeavle to the mind of
CurisT, they ought deeply to repent, not of what they have
done, but of the finful manner of their doing it, and do that
now in fincerity and integrity of heart, which they did for-
merly only in outward thow and profefiion ; that is, dedicate
their children to Gop, and refolve to bring them up for him.
‘The adminiftration of gofpel-ordinances is a tranfient a& ; but
the improvement may be more permanent, and is not confined
to any particular moment. Or, if there are any who have

been
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beeh prefented to baptifm in their infancy by carelefs, ignorant
or irreligious parents or fponfors, and afterwards have beed
made fenfible of the importance of religion and truly embraced
it, they ought not to conclude their baptifm to be invalid ;
but to do what was fignified by the outward action of their
baptifm j that is, devote themielves to Gop, through JEsus
Curist, according to the tenor of the new covenant.

Ir baptifm is always invalid, unlefs the perfon baptized is
a trué believer, he muit have the actual exercife of faith at the
moment of his baptifm : for faith docs not render baptiim
valid, when it is out of éxercife, but when in exercife, when-
ever it does it at all. If it is not neceflary, in order to the
validity of the ordinance, that faith be in altual excercitc at
the moment of adminiftration, I cannot fee why a prior act
fhould render it valid more than a pofterior at : and if nci-
ther a prior nor pofterior, but only a prefent a&, is fufficient,
no man can be fure that his baptifm is valid, unlefs he is fure
that he was alling faith the moment he was baptized : which
is a rule that would probably render the baptifin of moft chtif-
tians on earth doubtful.

Ir baptifm itfelf, or the manner of adminiftering or receiv-
ing it, were eflential to falvation, or to the real comfort of a
chriftian, the yreateft exactnefs in every thing relating to it
would be abfolutely neceflary. But fince this is not the cafe,
fince it is only an external rite fignifying what is internal and
fpiritual, thefe particular circuimnftances are of lefs importance ;
our chief concern fhould be to ebtain the thing fignified.

IT often gives me great uneafinefs, to fee perfons; but newly
engaged in religion, and not well eftablifhed either in know-
ledge or grace, filled with vaft anxiety about baptifm, as if
they efteemed it one of the moft effential matters in religion.
There is reafon to fear that their perplexity on a fubject of
this nature will divert their attention from matters much more
important and interefting; and thereby eflentially injure their
precious fouls.

It may be inquired here, whether it is the duty of uncon-
verted parents to have their children baptized ! 'To which 1
would anfwer, yes; it undoubtedly is. As (GGop has given
them children, he has made it their duty to dedicate them to
him, and train them up for his fervice ; and they greatly fin,
if they neglect this duty. But then they thould obferve, that
they muft do it in that menrer which Gop requires. The

manner
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manner is of much greater importance than the matter,” being
cfientially necetlary to the right performance of the duty. It
is their duty ; but it muft be pertormed in the exercife of faith
and of love to Gop and his fervice. Unlefs itis done in this
way it is no true act of obedience, and therefore a fin.  Such
perfons then are in this unhappy dilemma, that if they neglect
this duty, they fin ; and if they perform it, without the exer-
cife of that grace which they are not pofleffed of, they fin;
and there is no poffibility of their getting out of this dilemma,
and doing what is right, but by immediately repenting and
turning to Gobo through Carisv. It may be faid that they
ought to forbear until they obtain true grace ; but then it
fhould be remembered, that Gop does not allow them a mo-
ment’s time to live without grace.

LeT it be obferved, that I am faying nothing about what
the church ought to make the ground of admiflion to its privi-
leges. I am only treating of this fubjet as it concerns the
coniciences of thofe who approach Gobo in this ordinance.
Though we judge not the hearts of men, and ought by no
means to attempt it ; yet we are in duty bound to aflift them
in judging their own hearts, and to f{uggeft to them proper

motives to diligence and faithfulnefs herein,

S ECT. V.

E fhall inquire into the fcriptural mode of adminiftere
ing the ordinance of baptifin,

WiTH regard to the mode of baptifm, I frankly acknowledge,
that I do not believe it to be any where precifely fixed in facred
fcripture : but fuppoic it to be left to the dirc&ion of the
churches, to ufe what mode they think moft proper ; and that the
Apoftles fometimes baptized Ey immerfion, and fometimes by
fprinkling. I therefore efteem a debate about the mode to be
but triﬂinﬁ; What I fhall fay then upon this fubject, fhall be
rather to fhew that men need not perplex their minds about it,
than 1o eftablith any one particular mode. Though I pradtife
fprinkling myfclf, I have, on my own account, no fcruple of
confcience to baptize any perfon by immerfion, who thould
choofe it. ’ '

SEVERAL paflages of fcripture are frequently introduced in
fayour of immerfion, which on a careful examination are found
fufficient to cftablifh it as the only raodc. One is in Alts
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viii. 48, 39. Where it is faid, Theyboth went down irts the was
tery—und came up out of the water. ‘The words are, Eu 7o vdwe
and « rv vdures. E« and e« are fuch little words a<, in all lan-
guages, have a variety of fignifications, and are to be under-
ftood from the occafion on which they are ufed, or the connexi-
on in which they ftand. B« fignihes into, in, tz, at, or upen.
Ex fignifies ont, out of, or jrom. So that this paflage may be

projerly rendered, they both went down # the water, and came

up from tne water, as well 2<, they both went down int5 the wa-
ter, and came up eut of the water.  Alfo Mat. iii. 16. Ard frs
Sus when ke was taptized, went up firaightuay out of the water,
Axs 74 vluro; her: rendered sut of the water, properly figuifies
Jrein the waier ; aad 1 know not by what authority our trani-
lators rendered it iut of. Ei vor Togdwny Mark i. g, may be
properly tranflated at ‘fordan.  The prepofition o Mat. ii. 6,
may be tranfiaced at or /y as well as in.  So that none of thele
paffages are fuificient to eftablifh immerfion as the only mode,
though it aprears probable that it was ufed, at leatt in fome of
theic inftances.  Itis faid, John iti. 23. That " obn was bap-
tizing in Enon near to Salim, iri vlarz w300a nv xeiy becauf: thive
was much watcr there. It is not abfolutely certain, whether this
text means a 'arge collection of water, which was ufed for the
purpofe of baptizing, or feveral fmall.ftreams ot water, ufed for
the refrefhment of the multitudes that probably attended on the
occafion ; becaufe the word worra properly fignifies many.
However, as the found of many waters is put for the roaring of
the [ea, wiich is a very large colleclion, it appcars moft proba-
ble to me, it the muh water was ufea for the purpofe of bap-
tizinr; though it does not appear to amount to an abfelute cer-
tainty. T'he expreflion éuried wth Curist in baptijm, Col.
ii. 12, is often produced as a proof of immerfion. If it was
certain that the word buried referred to the ovtward fign made

ufe of, I think it would decide the matter in fuvour of immerfion
beyond all reafonable contradi¢tion; but if it refers to the thing,

fignified, the proof fails. Baptifm is an outward fizn of a death
unto fin; and this death is recommended and enforced from the

confideration of the death and buiial of CrrisT. Now the
expreflion under confideration may refer to this, which is figni-

fied by baptifin, and not to the outward fign.  'We have in john

iii. &, the exprefiton born of water, which undoubtedly refers to

bastim, and is fimilar to that mentioned above. LBut it we

funpfe this refers ta the mede of bapufm, and not the thing re-

prefented by i, we thall be under a neccfiity to find out a natu-

ral refemblince between the made of baptitm and the manver of

a chi &’s being barn into the world, which porhaps micht prove

a difficuit undertaking.  In thae poditive inftitvigons of the
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gofpel the elements feem to ovre their fignificancy rather to di-
vine inftitution, than to any thing in their nature, or the man-
ner of uling then,

THE queftion, Can any man éarbid water that thefe fhould not be
Faptized, who bave received the HoLy-GHosT as well as we, Alts
X. 47, feems moft naturally to convey the 1dea that the water
to te ufed was not in a lake or river, that was open and free to
ally but to be brought by fome perfonina veflel.  The exprefli-
on, no doubt, is figurative, and fignifies, who can ofter an
reafonable objetion againft their being baptized? Yet the
ficure fuppofcs the water to be private property. In this inftance
it is moft probable, though not abfolutely certain, that the a&
of baptizing was performed by pouring or fprinkling. It is not
likely that the multitudes baptized in one day at Jerutulem, Aéts
ii. 41, were baptized by immerfion. When they affembled,
in the morning, it does not appear that they had any thought of
being baptized that day ; they could not therefore be provided
with the neceffary change of raiment; and it is not probable,
that after their baptitm, they feattered through the ftreets with
their wet clothes on, and went dripping to their feveral habita-
tions in the town or country.

As the water ufed for baptifm is only an outward fign, the
quantity is as immaterial as the quantity of bread and wine in
the LorD’s fupper. In that inftance a fmall bit of bread and a
fip of wine arc by all parties confidered as fufficient as a tull
mcal or fupper, which it muft be acknowiedged was the prin-
cipal mcal of the day amongit the ancient eaftern people.

I~ the accounts we have in the new teftament of perfons bap-
tized, where the place ond other circumftances appear conveni-
cnt for immerfion, the expreflions feem to favour that mode;
but where tuey are not, no fuch expreflions are ufed, and it is
moft natural to conclude that they were baptized by pouring or
fprinkling.  Hence 1 conclude that Curist defignedly left it
to the difcretion of the churches to ufe either mode indifferent-
ly, and that the debate about it is trifling. I apprehend the
zeal difcovered cn this head by the contending parties is not
according knowledge; and that the exercife of charity would
be much iore pleafing to the Redeemer, than either this or
that mode of difpenfing the ordinance. We are apt to place
religion much miore in external forms, and think much more
highly of them, than that Gop who is a fpirit, 2nd who requires
us to worfhip him-in jpirit and 11 t-uth, However, where the
torms of worlhip are plainly pointed out in the word, we ought

conicientiouily
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confcientioufly and ftri¢tly to adhere to them; but this is not
the cafe, in the inftance before us.

‘THE gofpel difpenfation was not defigned for one particular
nition only, or its ordinances to be adminiftered in one parti-
cular place, as was the cafc with the old difpenfation ; but it
was intended to be univerfal; to extend to every part of the
world, to thofe in every climate, and of different conftitutions,
education and cuftoms. What might be convenient, or de-
cent, in one part of the world, would not in another, where
climate or cuftons are quite different. VWhat might be con-
venient in a warm fouthern climate, where the peeple generally
go half naked, might be far otherwifc in 4 northein climate,
where, in the cold {eafon, neceflity requires that they fhould be
well clothed. What, for inftance, might be very decent in
Africa, or the fouthern parts of Afia, would be far otherwife in
the northern, more cultivated and refined parts of Europe. We
are direCted in 1 Cor. xiv. 40,to obferve the rules of decency in
every part of religious worfhip. The Apoftle fays, 1 Cor.
xi. 14. Dath not even nature itfelf teach you, that if a man have
long hair, it is a fhame unts him? Why fo? Did not nature give
long hair? And does nature teach him, that it is a fhame to
wear what nature gave? T'he anfwer is obvious. Cuftom had
made it indecent, as it was a diftinguithing mark of the other
fex ; -and nature taught them to avoid that indecency.  So na-
ture may, in the fame way, teach us that it is a {hame to drefs a
womazn in 3 thin habit, immerfe her in water in the face of a
large promifcuous aflembly, and difmifs her with her clothes
cleaving to her body fo as to difcover her fhapes. 1 fhall fay
but little of dipping in water in a cold {cafon: perhaps the ob-
jections made againft this by delicate perfons as dangerous to
health, arife chiefly from their ignorance of the natural cfteéts
of a cold bath. Yet it muft be acknowledged that in the laft
ftages of a confumption, and at certain periods of feveral other
diforders, to immerfe the patient in cold water will be fatal:
and can we fuppofe that under the gentle adminiftration of the
gofpel, a mode of adminittration fhould be etiential to this or-
dinance, which would endanger the life of the fubject? And [
do not know that we have any reuten to expect a miracic ta
prevent this natural efrect.

Coxcruping
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CONCLUDING ADDRESSES.

T'o MiINISTERS, to RULING ELDERs, to PARENTS, and
.to CHILDREN.

- —

I. To the MiNisTERS of the GosPEL.

Reucrend and dear Brethren,

HOUGH 1 feel the greateft deference and refpe&t fot
you, und €itvem the moft of you as far my fuperiors ;
yeo on this occalion | would addrels you with that feriouf-
nets and p ainnef:, that becomes the nature and importarce of

the {Ubjccto

IT is 2 common complaint among us, that true religion is in
a very declining ftate: that inftances of folemn concern about
eternal thinzs, of conviétion and converfion to Gop, are ex-
ccedingly rare ; that the people of Gop have loft their firt love,
their hite and vigour in the ways of holinefs, and are in a lan-
guithing dying ftate; that infidelity and profanity greatly
abound ; and that folly and vice ftalk through the land with gi-
gantic ftrides. Is not this greatly owing to the neglect and
unfaithrulnefs of gofpel-minifters? And will it not be charged
againft us, in the day of final accounts?

WiiLE 1 recolle&, and endeavour to have a deep fenfe of it
impreiled on my own hcart, let me remind you of the impor-
tance of your charge,

The command of your Divine Mafter to you is, Feed my
Lambs : which no doubt, includes children in years, as well as
children in graces  How much does the profperity of the church,
the prefent and future happinefs of mankind, and the glory of
Gub on earth, depend upon the faithful difcharge of the im-
portant truft repoled in you with regard to the rifing generati-
on! What pernicious confequences, both to you and them,
may, yea, certainly will, follow unfaithtulnefs and negligence!

You maintain that children have a right to the privilege of
church-memberfhip; and accordingly, as door-keepers in the
houfe of Gop, you publickly and folemnly receive them into it,
But do you fuitably exert your abilities and influence to train
them up in the knowledge and prattice of religion? Are you
confcicntious and diligent in the perfurmance of this duty, as

tar
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far as you have opportunity, and with the other officers of the
church, careful to fee that parents bring up their children in the
nurture and admsnition of the LorD? Children are under the go-
vernment ot the church; but arc fuitable endeavours ufed to
reftrain them trom vice, and from thole various follies of youth,
that arc inconfiftent with a ferious purfuit of the one thing need-
ful? Are there not, in fome inftances, exampies in your own
houfes to recommend thefe foilies? Do you not encourage, or
at leaft indulge, profefling parents in teaching their children a
greater care about the things of time, their furtune ora ncntccl
appearance, than their eternal intereft? You may carcfully in-
ftru&t them in the firft principles of the chriftian religion, and
pay attention to their decent regular behaviour; but this is far
from being the whole of your duty: and if you do this only,

they will be little benefitid by your labours. ~ You fhould deal
clofely and faithfully with their confciences ; you thould explain
the nature and urge upun them tie neceflity of a change of
heart, a pardon of fin, and reconciliaticn with Gop through
the atuning blood of Jesus CHrisT, and of that holinefs with-
out which no man can fee the Lorp.

SoME of you may have fuch a fcanty allowance for your fup-
port, that you are under the neceflity of {pending that portion
of your time in providing for your families, which otherwife
cught to be fpent in endeavours to inftruct and fave a riing
generatmn ? Ur, in order to avoid this, you may have beea
cbliged to take upon you fuch extenfive charges, that you can-
not duly attend to the lambs of the flock.  Thele difadvan-
tages to youth, and hindrances to the fuccefs of the golpel, I
kave leng feon and lamented. Indeed | am almoit perfuaded
to bchw\, that, when Minifters are infuch ftraitened circum-
ftances that they cannot attend to the inttrultion of their peo-
ple, it is not their duty to adminifter fealing ordinances. It
is evidently wbfird and extremely finful to reccive children into
the flock of CHrisT by baptifin, and then for the fhepherds
totally to neglect them,

Bur as for you, my brethren, who are in more eafy cir-
cumftances, remember you are under the moft facred oblizati-
ons to exert vourielves to the utmoft for the falvation of ail
under your charze; and efpecially for the children you have
received into your refpective focictics.  You ha\'c to anfwer
for their fouls as well as the fouls of others. “hey are as
much entitled to your pious inftructions, and as truly under the
government of the churches, over which you prefide. The
falvenion of -2, the henour of Gob, and the profperity of

Zion
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Zion as much depend upon your faith{ulnefs to them, as any
other part of your charge. If you negle&t to inftruCt them
vourfelves, or to fec that it isrightly done by parents, or others
who may be employed in the catechetical bufinefs, you contra-
dict your own principles and praftice in recciving them into
the church, render their baptilm an abfurdity, and yourielves
~ extremely criminal.  If you baptize the children of ignorant
~ or vicious parents, truft their religious education to them, and
neglect it yourfelves, what advantage can thcy rcceive from
their church-memberfhip? And in fuch circumftances, is it
not evidently abfurd to plead for it as a privilege ? Is it nota
criminal profanation of this iacred inftitution of CHaRrisT ?

AwAkEN therefore your attention to this important duty ;
exert yourfelves with fuitable zezl and aQivity in the difcharge
of it, and thus endeavour to fave thefe precious fouls from de-
ftruction, and prepare them for eternal jife.  If inftead of thefe
endeavours, you fpend your time in improving your know-
ledge in the le~rned languages, in amufing yourielves with the
fincit poetical productions, or other elegant performances, or
in any matters of mcre curious fpeculation, your time i trifled
away, and the dutics of your office negleted.  DBe aflured it
will ufford you but little comfort when lying on a death-bed, or
ftanding at the tribunal of Jrsus CHRrIsT, that you even ex-
celled in your knowledge of thefe things ; if it is donc at the
expence of a good conicience, or the meaneft foul belonging
to your charge. You may be employed in thoroughly ftudy-
Ing your feamons ; arranging your ideas in the cxaéteft crder;
clothing them in fine language, adorned with all the tropes
and figures of rhetoric ; rounding your periods, that they may
found with greater majefty, or flow on with fweeter karmo-
ny; or in ftudying how you may deliver thefe laboured dif-
courfes with all the graces of oratory. This you may imagine
1s’domg well. But what have you effected by all this labour ?
You have rendered your difcourfes almoft entirely ufelefs, lefs
inftruftive and cdifying than the extemporary harrangues of the
illiterate. ‘T'he chief end that can be expeéted frem fuch pro-
dudtions, is to pleafe the tafte, or gain the applaufe of a few ;
while the young and unlearned, which conftitute the main bo-
dy of your audiences, receive not the leaft advantage. You
may blame them for zn irreverent attendance on religious or-
dinances, and a neglect of their own eternal intereft ; but give
me leave to fuy, that the fault in a great meafure, is yours,
1 hey are as fheep without a fhepherd ; there are no paftures
provided on which they can feed ; the inftrutions given they

cannot underftand ; they are therefore wandering in ignorance,
and ﬂarvmg in fig. ) WhaEN
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WueN you ftand on the verge of the grave, and the light
of eternity fhines in upon you, it will be imali comfore to re-
flect, that ycu have compoied and delivered fuch a nun.ber of
fine d.L«.ourfcs ; and thereby pleafed the tafte or a few and «b-
tained their a)plaule. tﬁat folemn hour, it wouid give vou
unfpeakably more fatt%fa&non to think that you had diffuied
ipirit of piety among a rifing race, and trained up chni'dren and
youth in the fear and love of Gob. To be confeicus ot un-
taithfulnefs and negligcnce, in that ferious momcn:, when jufk
about to appear at th~ treniendous bar of Geb, wili be at;cxxd-
ed with terror thatis the beginning of hell,

O, my Brethren, let not the world, nor the amuiements of
gay and fathionable company, nor the pleatures of polite Lite-
rature, nor fine compofition, nor laboured ornaments ot ftyle,
nor the charms of oratory, ever divert you from the facrea and
important duties of your office, which you owe to (Gob and
a rifing S‘neratxon. “You and thy are dying creatures, your
time is {hort and unccrt‘un, the work 1s Ereat and unporl.mt
their fouls infinitely precious, and your final reckoning folemy
and decply interefting.

II. To rvLinGg ELpEersin Churches, which have &ftated Paf-
tors, and in thofe which are vacant,

You are called, my Brethren, to be officers in the church
of LHRIST, and your bufinefs is to afhft in its government,.
A very important truft ! You have not only to take care of
vour own fouls, but the fouls of others alfo are committed to
your charge. If you imagine that all your bufinefs is to make
iformation, when requmd of bad conduét in any of the
members of the church ; to fee that vour Minifter’s lalary 1s
colle&ed ; or direct about building of churches ; you have no
adequatc idea of the many and Important duncs of your Of»
f:ce.

Ycur bufinefsis, thoughin a private way, to teach and di-
rect the ignorant, to admonith thofe who are in danger of fall-
ing, to reprove offenders, to comfert the fecble-minded, and
to pray for and with thofe that are affliéted in body or in mind.
In deal.ng with oftenders, you are not to be wholly employed
in the exerctfe of : urhunt) ; but are prudently and tenderly
to deal with mens’ conteiences, in order to convince them of
fin and lead them to repentance 5 and to enforce your various
cndeavours, by eshibiting in your lives a fhining example of

virtue and picty.  The church of Cunxs T 1s a fcheol,” where
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difciples are to be trained up for the important bufinefs of the
beavenly ftate ; and you are Trutees, appointed to govern and
direct the affairs of this important feminary, fo as to anfwer
thefe great purpofcs.

Bur what I have, on this occafion, more particulariy in
view, and would ferioufly remind youofy is your duty to chil-
dren and youth ; who, as you have beard, are members of the
church of CHRris1 ; and are therefore an important, and in
fome refpets the moit important part of your charge,

It is your duty, in your feveral places, and as you have op-
portunity, to fee that the heads of tamilies, in your refpettive
quarters, regularly keep up the worfhip of Gob in their houfes ;
and are carctul to bring up their children for him. Parents
thould be warned, on proper occafions, of the {in and danger
of a lifclefs formality, and of the abfolute neceflity of worthip-
ing Gop in fpicit and in truth. They fhould be warned ot
the danger of teaching children a mere form of words, while
Lo proper pains are taken to make them fenfible of the great
importance of divine truth, and of the abfolute neceility of
the life and power of goditnets, and of their becoming new
creatures, and having CHR13T tormed in their fouls, Proper
care thould be taken, that parents uie their authority and in-
fiuence with their children, to keep them as much as potlible
from vicious company, and reftrain them from profane and im-
mioral convetfation and practices.  \When children are come to
a proper age, theyare, 1 their own perions, to be confidered
as fubjects of church-government. If they then conduct out
of charalter, they fhould, by the officers ot the church, be ad-
nionithed, and reproved, in a folemn, faithtul, but tender and
friendly manner.  Thete admoniticns thould, at {fuitable fca-
fons, be joined with humble fervent prayers for a divine blef-
fing. If private admeonitions do not tucceed, {o as to reclaim
themn ; intormation fhould be made to the church, more help
ebtained, and farther means ufed for their repentance and re-
tormation.  1n all this; you thould have refpect, not only to
becoming forms of worfhip and cxternal decency of manners,
but efpecially to the veligion of the heart; and endeavour by
all thete means to promote it. It appears to be the mind of
CHRrisT, that children be received as members of his vifible
church, thatthey have aright to this privilege, and that he is
much difpleafed with his diiciples, when they torbid them ; but
in many places, how litde regurd is paid to them, even by the
oficers of the church - Thev are negiected and left to wander,
as fheep without a thephwerd; wnd thus @i the advantazes they
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might have received, and which it was the mind of Gop they
thould have received, arc partly, if not totally lot. By this
negled, together with the criminal conduét oi many parents,
their very baptifm is rendered an abfurdity : though we plead

for itas a privilege, we impioufly rob them of its advantages,
and expofe the very idea to the contempt of the ignorant.

THis neglet, my brethren, is undoubtedly our great crime ;
let us duly confider and lay it to heart, fincercly repent of our
fin, and ipeedily reform our pradtice.

CONsIDER, Sirs, the value, the unfpeakable value, of the
precious, immortal fouls committed to your charge. I'hey are
the rational creatures of (Gop, the chiidren of his Providence,
the care of CHRisT, the price of his precious blood, the feed
of his church at prefent, and the hope of future generations.
By all the regard you have to the authority of Gob, the dy-
ing love of JEsus, the falvation ot precious fouls, the prefent
and future profperity of Zion, and to the temporal and eternal
interefts of mankind, be perfuaded to diligence and faithtul-
nefs in the difcharge of the important duties incumbent on you ;
and watch for the fouls committed to your charge, as thoic whe
muit give account to that Gop whofe they arg.

PERHAPS, you arc ready to fay, WWho is puifcient for thefe
things ¢ Happy fcr us, had we a decper fenfe of our own in-
{ufficiency, it it fhould lead us to a greater aind more humble
dependence upon divine grace jor wiuo: und iaithiulnefs,
BHowever, lev us never plead cur own intutliciency as an ex-
cufe for lazinefs or regiizence. II you are convinced, that
the ftate of the church where you rotide, calls for you- fer-
vices, and are at the fame time conicious of vour want of na-
tural qualifications, fuch as knowicdge and prudence, let this
excite you more diligently to improve fuch tilents as you have,
I can aflure you, that one of the bedt meansof improvement is
to be carefully engaged in the duties of your office : But add
to this attentive reading, and irequent conve:rfation, with thofe
of moft knowledge in this fubject. If your dehciency is the
want of moral quaiifications, fuch as a neart more engaged
in the work, mcre love to CBRIsT and precious fouls, more
zeal for the coming of CHR1sT’s kingdorn and the profperity
of Zion ; then coniider, that whether vou act as officers in
the church, or only as private members, thefe graces are ab-
folutely neceflary.  Lct a fenfe of your wani then excite vou,
with ail tuitubie earneftnefs and perfeverance, to feck thefe,
and all uther graces of the Hery Seirgr ; feck with full pur-
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pofe of heart, never to reft until you obtain your requeft.
Since thefe qualifications are abfolutely neceﬂiry, even for
private chriftians, let us not think to excufe 9qu'elves in the
want of them, and eafe our confciences, by avoiding our dutz 3
but let us rather fly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy and find grace to belp in dime of need. .If by your want
of qualifications, you mean that you are entirely void of fav-
ing grace, then you have indeed reafon to be alarmed ; then

ou are in truth unfit, not only for performing the duties of an
{:lder, but every other duty of the chriftian life. 1 muft then
tell you with plainnefs, though I would do it with tendernefs
and refpe&, you are in a miferable ftate, for the wrath of Gob
abideth on you. Your being Elders may_be pernicious to your
precious fouls ; as it may prove a temptation to you to keep up
‘a hypocritical profeflion of that religion you know you are not
poflefled of ; and to ftifle the conviltions of your own confci-
ences. If you are in this unhappy cafe, I muft honettly tell
you, that you have no bufinefs with offices in the church of
CurisT, though you may be eleéted to them by the unani-
mous voice of your neighbours, You have reafon to dread
the wrath of heaven, that hangs over your devoted heads ; to
proftrate your fouls at the footftool of divine grace ; to accept
of that mercy of Gop which is flill offered, though long une
gratefully refufed ; and begin to live to his glory.

LET me befeech you, my brethren, to endeavour to ftir up,
in yourfelves and neighbours, a thirft after the knowledge of
Gob in CHR1sT, and a fpirit of grace and fupplication. As
a church we have funk exceedingly low ; we have loft fight of
the charater of the childrenof Gob, and the fpirit of chrif-
tianity has departed from us ; we are ftrangers to the difpofi-
tions and praltices of growing chriftians ; the fear of Gob is
not before our eyes ; we have imbibed the {pirit of the world,
and are conforming to its finful ways. We may think to re-
cover by reviving old forms, or by introducing new ones; but
thefe efforts will all be vain, the evil lies much deeper than
thefe externals, it is rooted in the heart, The fallow ground
oi our hearts muft be broken up, we muft fow no longer among
thorns 5 the pride of our hearts muft be brought down, we
muft be emptied of felf-fufficiency, ftripped of felf-righteouf-
nefs, and our fins fet in order before us ; and our fouls muit be
brought proftrate at the feet of a fovereign Gop and gracious
Redeemer. This will never be the cafe, until the SpPIrIT is
poured out from on high, and we are brought by its divine in-
fluences to a deeper fenfe of the reality and importance of eter-
nal things,  Fervently plead with Gop then for this bleiling,
W o D and
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and ftir up others to join in thc important requeft. Defift
from your exceflive purfuits of the world ; forfake your vain
amufements ; and feek the Lorb, till be come and rain dewn
yighteoufnefi upon us. As a church we have been diftinguifhed
by Divine Providence, and favoured above moft upon earth.
Through the goodnefs of Gop we have retained the proteftant
do&rines of the reformation, and the plain fimple modes of
worthip, unadulterated with thofe errors, and human mixtures,
that have dilgraced fome other churches, and our forms of go-
vernment are agreeable to reafon, and the word of Gopn. But
we have greatly abufed thefe mercies of heaven, and are funk
under its angry frowns. Oh, let us humble ourfelves before
the LorD, and under a penitent fenfe of our bafe ingratitude,
earneftly plead that he would returnin mercy ; that he would
bow the heavens and come down, that the mountains might flow

down at bhis prefence !

III. 1 would alfo addrefs myfelf to thofe who fuftain the im-
portant relation of PARENTs.

1. I wourp beg the ferious attention of thofe parents,
who, though they ftill profefs to believe the chriflian religios,
and to pay fome regard to it as a divine inftitution, neglect to
introduce their children into the church of CurisT, by the
ordinance of baptifin.

THis omiffion, in fome of you, proceceds from carelefnefs
about the duty you owe to the precious fouls of your children,
which Gop has committed to your particular care.  You ac-
knowledge the obligation ; but your confcicnces are not fuita-
bly awakened, ror your hearts duly impreficd with a fenfe of
it. You may imagine, that becaule you never promifed to
bring up your children for Gop, you are not very ftrongly
bound. It is no uncommon thing for pecple to complain,
« That the obligations minitters lay upon paients at the bap-
“ tifm of their children, are too ftrong, that they bind them
“ up too tight ;’” when, in reality, they lay no obligations upon
them at all ; but oniy require them to make a public and
folemn profeflion, that they will fubmit to, and comply with,
the obligations laid upon them in the word. Such perfons
feem to imagine, that they are not bound to live to Gop, to
worfhip him in their houfes, bring up their children in his
fear, or fet them a good example, until they bind themfelves
to thefe things by their own promifes. One would fuppofe
that they look upon themfelves in the light of hirelings, who
atter they have made a bargain to ferve a man, acknowledge

‘ they
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they are bound ; but think themfelves under no obligation pre-
vious to that voluntary agreement. Serioufly remember, my
friends, that you are bound by the rightful authority of that
Gopb, who made and conftantly preferves both you and your
children, to bring them up for him, whether you ever promife
it or nn. Your promifes do not make the duty ; they only
recagnize, and bring it home to the confcience. You are
bound ; and you cannot poflibly free yourfelves from your ob-
ligations, either by afting or forbearing to at, or by any
thing whatfoever in your power. When you defire to keep
free of obligations to your Maker, is it not as much as to fay,
Dcpart from me, O Gop ; for 1defire not the knowledge of thy
ways ¢ It implies a difowning the LorD of heaven to be your
Gob, and confequently an acknowledging yourfelves to be the
fervants of the devil, devoted to fin and ruin. Your carelefs
negleét of the fouls of your children is a certain evidence that
you negleét your own falvation. You are required to feck fir/t
the kingdom of GoOD and his righteoufnefs, and to lay up treafure
in heaven ; but inftead of this you are bufy and anxious about
the affairs of this tranfitory and uncertain life, laying up trea-
fure for yourfelves and your children on earth, and neglein
to provide for that mof{ important and eternal ftate, to whic
you and they are hafting. O, let me tenderly befeech, and
folemnly charge you, duly to confider how exceedingly fin.
ful your carelefs negligence is, and how deftrutive it is like
to prove to yourfelves and to your tender offspring,

OTHERS of you neglet this duty, through confcioufnefs of
your want of proper qualifications to educate your children in
a right way.  Perhaps you are confcious that you are void of
faving grace ; that you have not been truly penitent for your
fins ; humbled before Gop for your numerous tranfgreflions
and difpofrd to turn to him with all your hearts, by faith in
the L.orp Jrsus CHRIST ; that you are void of true love to
Gop, and real delight in holinefs ; and that therefore any
pains you might take with your children, would be hypocri«
tical and vain. Or perhaps you are fo irregular in your lives,
that you know your bad example would render all your endea.
vours with your children ineffe¢tual; and befides, this pre-
vents your having the aflurance neceflary for the difcharge of
your duty. Your own confciences condemn you, cut the
finews of your endeavours, and ftop your moutr:s, that you
cannot ferioufly recommend the ways of Gob, even to your
own children.

Buy
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Bur if you have no grace, pray why have you none ? Or
why are you fo unconcerned about it # Why do you trifle in
fuch a wretched condition, and in the neglect of a matter of
fuch vaft importance ? Do you imagine that your want of love
to Gob frees you from your obligations to ferve him, and
take proper carc of the precious fouls he has, in his Providence,
committed to your charge ? Is your being in a finful ruined
ftate any reafon why your children fhould be left etcrnally to
perith in their fins ? Do you not know that if they perith
through your neglect, the blame will fall on your guilty heads;
that their blood will be found in your fkirts ; and you be an-
fwerable for their ruin, as well as your own? Or are your
lives fo immoral, that you cannot bear the inconfiftency of a
religious profeffion? And pray, why are your lives fo bad ?
Are you under any fatal neceflity of finning againft Gob, by
breaking his laws and abufing his mercics ? Do you not feel
within yourfelves that you aét frecly ; and that your vicious
pratices are all voluntary, performed without any compuifion
on your minds ? Why do you not repent of your fins, and for-
fake them ? Are you reftrained from this by almighty power ?
Or do you voluntarily choofe to continue impenitent { Are
you not called to it }' Are you not tenderly entreated to turn
and live ; and is not your refufal an a&t of your own choice ?
Have you not the offer of a frce pardon of all your fins, and
many great and prccious promifes to encourage you to accept
of it? Are not your vices like to damn your own fouls, and
thofe of your dear offspring ? Are you not wilfully and obfti-
nately running the dreadful hazard of this ! You may be fen-
fible that you have not knowledge fufficient to teach your off-
fpring the doctrines of chriftianity, and train them up in the
ways of picty and virtue. You have in your early days neg-
leéted thefe inatters, and grown up in ignorance of Gob and
divine t' "1gs; and now, when you have children, you know
not how to bring them up in a religious way, and are there-
forc only training them up for the world. You may imagine
this ignorance will excufe vou in the negle& of vour childrens’
fouls : but pray, is nct this ignorance your own fault ? Have
you not the means of inftruction in your hands ? Have you
not, or might you not have, bibles in your houfes ! Have you
not frequent opportunities to receive public inftruétions ? Do
you not mifpcnd much precious time, and wafte the facred
hours of the fabbath in idlenefs, or often much worfe than
idlenefs ? Have vou not neighbours both able and willing to -
inflruct you ! When you need ity you apply to them for in- -
fiructions in vour worldly bufineft; and whv net about the
great bulinets of fulvation? Are you not tien ignorant through
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our own criminal neglect of the means of knowledge? And
do you fuppofe fuch wilful ignorance as this is excufable? Can
you be excufed for living in darknefs, while thg.fun fhines
around you; living in darknefs, only becqufe you will not open
your eycs ! Do you believe in your confciences, that this plea
will be fuftained at the impartial bar of Gob in the great day,
when all difguifes fhall be taken away, and every thing appear
in its true light? O, how furprifingly ftupid and thoughtlefs
are many men and women, who ralh into the married ftate,
beget and beur children, and become anfwerable to Gob for
their fouls, while carelefly ignorant of their Maker, of their
own finful and very wretched ftate, and of the way of falva-
tion through Jesus Carist ! The principal end of marriage
is the raifing up a godly feed. 'What a dreadful account then
muft they give, who bring up their children like the beafts that
perifh ! Though they may try to excufe themfelves now, I
doubt not but their children will rife up in judgment againft
them at laft, and condemn them at the tremendous bar of Gob.

THink, O think, ye carelefs ignorant parents, how great
and important the work that lies upon your hands, to fecure
your own falvation, and train up the fouls of a rifing gene-
ration for Gop, for heaven and immortal glory! Confider how
little time you have for this work, and how dreadful your fu-
ture reckoning, if you neglelt it ! How abfurd your anxiety
about the temporal intereft of your children, while you are
carelefs, whether falvation or damnation be their eternal por-
tion !

SoME may refufe to introduce their children into the church
of CHrisT, and keep them from partaking of the root and
fatnefs of the good olive-tree, through the influcnce of fome
unhappy prejudices.

IT is no fecret that our church has been long unhappily
divided into feveral parties, which are diftinguithed by their
peculiar names ; and there are differences that fubfift among
thofe of the tame name. There are Revolutioners and Cove-
nanters : Burghers and Anteburghers among the Seceders ; old-
fide and new-fide, the focs or the friends of Whitefield ; and
the advocates for old pfalm or new pfalms. But notwith-
ftanding thefe divifions, and fubdivifions, in our church, there
is ftill, however ftrange it may feem, the greateft unity of fen-
timent fubfifting among us that is perhaps to be found in any
protettant church on eurth ; and of this, I think, you muft be
feniible. Do vou not kaow that all thefe different parties ftiil
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Maintain the fime fundamental principles of religion, and the
fame form of church-government ; that they have the fame
mode of worthip, difpenfe the fame gofpel-ordinances, and that
fubftantially in the fame way ; that they teach children the
fame religious principles, and dire¢t them the fame road to
heaven? Whatever corruptions may have taken place in fome
parts of Europe, in America, as far as I learn, Prefbyterians

enerally adhere to the true doétrines of the reformation. And

o you believein your confciences, that a Minifter, or any par-
ticular church, believing, or not believing, that the national
and folemn league and covenant were both in matter ana form,
binding on po(&rity; that their believing that the feceders had
fufficient reafon to depart from the eftablifhed church of Scot-
land, and that their terms of communion were exactly agree-
able to fcripture, or their not believing it ; that their believ-
ing or not believing that old-fide or new-fide, the foes or
friends of Whitefield, were in the right ; or that their believ-
ing, or notbelieving, that it is moft agreeable to the mind of
CHrisT, and for the edification qf his people, to fiag Rowe’s
verfion of David’s pfalms, or Watts’s imitation, or that it
would be proper, or improper, to fing Hymns compoled agree-
able to fcripture, by uninfpired men? I fay, do you believe
that a minifter, or particular congregation’s, receiving or re-
je&ting any of thefe opinions, is a fufficient reafon why you
fhould keep yourfelves and children out of the church of
CHRIsT, and deprive them of the ufe of any of the ordinary means
of falvation, which he has appointed ? Are thefe futlicient rea-
fons for depriving your children of the privilege of church-
memberfhip, to which Gobp has entitled them, excluding them
from the fold of CHRIsT, and fuffering them to be fcattered in
the wildernefs, or devoured by beafts of prey ? I think an ho-
neft and well-informed confcience will teftify that thefe rea-
fons will not be found fufficient, when we appear at the tribu.
nal of Jesus CHrisT. Endeavour to lay afide all pride, paf-
fion, ftiffnefs of temper, and party-prejudice; place yourfelves as
in the immediate prefence of a heart-fearching Gob and judge,
and at, as you are, in a calm, deliberate and folemn hour,
petfuaded in your confciences will be moft agrecable to his will,

BuT poflibly your prejudices may lie againft infant bap-
tifm : You have at leaft fcruples about it ; you are not full
fatished that it is fufficiently warranted in fciipture.  If this
is the cafe, duly confider what has been already faid upon that
fubject, and then fay, do you ferioufly believe in your hearts,
that chiidren have no right to the privilege of church-man-
berikip, and thut it would really be no benenit to them to be
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under the care of a well-ordered chriftian church ? Are you
fully perfuaded that depriving them of the privilege is not do-
ing a real injury to your rifing race, or to future generations ?
Are you fure that you are not robbing your offspring of an ad-
vantage, to which the ancientand prefent generation of Gop’s
children were entitled, and that you are not thereby doing laft-
ing injury to the church of CHRrisT ! Take care your hearts
do not deceive you, and that youdo not plead fcruples of con-
fcience as an excufe for neglefting your duty. If your hearts
are backward to duty, and you are impelled to it only by the
lathes of coniticnce, they may be fond of fuch an excufe, and
eager toembrace it ; when if you would carefully and impar-
tially examine the fecret motions of your minds, you might
find that you are not influenced in this cafe by tendernefs of
conicience, but by a difobedient difpofition,

2. TuerEg are fome who have left the church in which
they were educated, and whofe principles and forms they faw
no reafon to diflike, and applied for baptifin to minifters of other
focieties, who either a‘ted from laxer principles, or were un-
acquainted with their moral character ; merely becaufe they
were too vicious in their lives, or too negligent of the duties
of religion, to coutinue in communion in their own church.
‘They chofe to apply for this ordinance where no regard was
paid to moral qualifications, and where they might profefledly
devote their children to Gob, while they opznly and practically
devote themfelves to the fervice of the world, the fleth and the
devil.

Sucn I would ferioufly afk, what was the true reafon of your
alting thus? Was it not becaufe you did not choofe to forfake
your vices, and live as become chriftians ? Had this been your
choice, were not the doors of your own church open to you ?
Was your leaving your church to avoid its difcipline a ftep you
believe Gop will approve ? Do you fupnofe that the baptifm
of your children will profit them, whea all the duties to be
enforced by it are neglefted? Do you imagine it will be an
real advantage to them to be called members of a church who
exercife no difcipline over you or them? Who take no care
whether you bring them up in the fear of Gop, or in the fer-
vice of the devil ! Whether you fct a bad or good example
before them ? Whether you obferve or negle@ religious wor-
thip in your houfes ? Or whether you teach yourchildren truth
or error, or altogether neglect their religious inftru&ion ? Do
you fuppofe that this is the way for children to partake of the
tatucls of the good olive-tree ? Did you take this ftep from 2
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pririciple of ¢onfcience, and a fenfe of duty to your Maker,
and to your children? If you did not, do you not know that
you was guilty of profaning the ordinance in an awful manner,
and thereby expofing yourfelves to an aggravated condemna-
tion? Be not angry with me, when 1 deal clofely and folemnly
withyou. I muft tell you plainly that, in this inftance, I fear,
it was ignorance, ill-nature, pride and impenitency that led
you to the altar of Gop ; and that you did not approach in the
fear and love of Gop, and under a ferious fenfe of your obli-
gations to him« Perhaps you was affronted by having your
faults reproved, and determined to gratify a haughty and re-
vengeful difpofition, by fhowing your former church that you
would not be beholden to them, but could anfwer your end
without them. Now on calm reflection, what do you think
of this ? Do you think it was like a difciple of JEsus CHRIsT,
and what you can juftify at his tribunal ¢ Is not the difcipline
of the church one of the ordinances of CHRIsT ! And is not
flying from this his-ordinance, flying from CHRisT himfclt,
confidered as your King and Lawgiver ! And is it not very
ftrange and criminal condu, to fly from CHRIST in order to
have your children baptized in his name ?

LEeT me earneftly exhort you to return, I do not fzy, to your
former church, ufe your difcretion in that, but to a penitent
fenfe of your fin, and your obligations to your Maker ; toa
holy fear and reverence of his name, his worfhip and his or-
dinances ; and to a proper care about your own falvation and
that of your childrcn. Remember, a holy Gop will not be
thus trifled with, nor fuffer his ordinances to be profancd with
impunity. No, he will be avenged on fuch a people as this, he
will eafe him of fuch adverfaries. Oh, how extremely thock-
ing to the tender feelings of a pious heart, to fee profane fin-
ners, under the influence of corrupt and turbulent paflions,
qgrtaking of holy things with a bold and daring prefumption !

remble, daring finner, tremble at the thougut, to thy Gob
thou muit anfwer it !

N

3. THERE are other parents, and I am afraid many, who
profefledly devote their children to Gop in baptifm, and on
that folemn occafion, alfo profefs their faith in CurisT and
fubfe&ion to him ; profefs to confecrate their houfes to Gono,
as little churches, where his holy name fhall be daily worthip-
ped ; profefs that they will bring up their children inthe nurture
and admonition of the Lorp ; and yet live in a great, if not to-
tal, neglect of thefe dutics. They arc at little or no pains in
teaching their children, and feldom or ncver woilhip Goon in
their houlcs. Soms
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SoMmE plead no excufe, and pretend to no.other reafon, but
their carelefnefs. They thoughtlefsly live in the negled of
known duties, and as ftupidly repeat their vows from time to
time. ls this, my friends, the cafe, the unhappy cafe, with
you ? Do you really live in the daily fupine neglect of family
and perional religion, and that without any excule, fufficient
or infufficient, contrary to the ditatcs of your own judgment
and conicience, in defiance of Gop’s commanding authority,
and in the wilful violation of your own folemn vows { Are you
indeed capable of putting on the mafk of religion, in order to
have your childrer baptized ; and folemnly vowing to Gop
that you will bring them up for him, while you deliberately
neglet the performance ? Do you make thefe promifes to Gon
with a view to break them, and thus bring upon yourfelves the
guilt of perjury # Do you mean, at the time, thus to trifle with
the fearcher of hearts ! Or do you enter into thefe facred en-
gagements juft for forms fake, without ever ferioufly confider-
ing what you are about ! You may poflibly have fome referve
under the expreflion, “ Through the afliftance of divine grace :**
and conclude that your promife is made with the condition that
Gop affift you, that he does not afift you, and that you are
therefore not bound by your promife. }lf this is the cale, you
are under a grofs and dangerous miftake. The intent of your
promife is that you fhould be diligently ufing the means, doing
the things you have promifed ; and in doing, not in negle&ing,
depend on divine grace for afliftance. .

BuT it is poflible you may have a plea. You acknowledge
you are bound by the authority of your Maker and by your
own promifes, you feel the obligation of your vows : but you
plead your bafhfulnefs, and think this fome excufe for your
omiffion, efpecially when you have company befides your own
domeftics, and more efpecially if they are perfons of any con-
ficerable figure inlife.  You are afraid they will ridicule you,
and call you hypocrites,  But are you a difciple of Curisr,
and more athumed to worfhip Gob, than the flaves of fin and
fatan are to ridicule his worthip ? Curist, when working out
our falvation, nevcr forfook his duty, but refolutely perfevered
in it, though reproached with being a madman, pofiefled of a
devily, and inalliunce with Beelzebub the prince of the devils ;
and will you be sfhamed to bow your knees before him, left it ex-
pofe you to the fncers of the moft thoughtlefs of the human race ?
I know there are many in our guilty land, who, though they
have fome extcrnal appearances of decency, are {o void of any
rcverence of their Maker, that they affet to treat things facred
with contempt ; but they are in tact the vileft of ma?)kind, a

- reproach
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reproach to the name of a gentleman, and quite unworthy the
segard of a ferious chriftian, and of that relpect that is fome-
times wrongfully paid them. They call for the pity, but me-
rit the contempt, of every honeft difciple of Jesus. Ought you
not to be more athamed to fin againft Gob in prefence of fuch
men, by violating your engagements, than to worfhip him
agreeable to your profeflion publicly made ? Are you athamed
to honour your Maker before men, who are mere worms of the
duft? What! And not afhamed to dithcnour him by your finful
negle€t ? Let me befeech you duly to confider, that if you are
athamed of CHRrIsT before men, he wil! be athamed of, and dif-
own you, before his Father and before his holy Angels. It you,
or one of your children, was condemned to die by the laws of
your country, and there was the fmalleft ground to hope tor a
pardon, b;\{{fulnefs would not hinder you earneftly to petition,
and do whatever was in your power, in order to obtain it.
‘Why then fhould bafhfulnefs prevail in the prefent cafe to vour
cternal condemnation, and probably that of your tender ¥

fpring ?

IT may be you negle& family religion, becaufe you find your-
felves under the influence of fome corrupt difpofition, or finful
paflion, which you kmow is contrary to the nature, and in-
confiftent with the exercife, of religion. For inftance, you
may difcover fo much illnature, fuch a crabbed difpoiition, fo
much peevithnefs towards your wives, children, or other do-
meftics, that you are afhamed to convene your families for re-
ligious worfhip, becaufe you know itis fo greatly inconfiftent ;
and befides, confcious guilt makes you thy of Gop, and dif-
inclines you for thofe religious exercifes that would bring his
holinefs and juftice to your minds, But furely you cannot plead
your illnature, or the peevifhnefs of your temper, asan ex-
cufe for negle€ting family religion ; but only mention it as an
aggravation of your crime. Youmay fay, it s not that your
temper is fo very bad, but your wife, or your children, are fo
extremely perverfc in their humours, that it would difcompote
the moft patient man, and unfit him for the duties of religion :
it is not your fault, but theirs. If this is truly the cafe, it is
your great unhappinefs, and their aggravated fin, It is always
the duty of a wife to encourage and athft her hufband in the
religious education of their common children ; and the duty of
the children reverently and devoutly to attead family worthip,

and tharikfully to receive and improve all the pious initiuétions
given.

Here
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Heze Iwould obferve, that family worfhip fhould never be
ne-lected becaufe of the abfence of the Father. In this cafe,
the iviother ought to take place; and lead her children as it
were to the throne of grace, and there pour out her foul before
Gob inh mble fervent fupplications on their behalf. This is
a duty fhe owes to her Redeemer, andto her offspring ; a right
performance of which would be an excellent example, and pro-
duce happy effeéts on the minds of children.

~ Burt perhaps it is your own fault that the perverfenefs you
complain of prevails in your houfes. It may be owing to fome
neglet of fuitable inftructions, to a wrong exercife of paren-
tal authority, to a morofe behaviour towards your wife, or to
your fetting a bad exampie before your domeftics. If fo, you
muft firit reform yourfelves, before you can reafonably expe&t
to reform your houfeholds. Let the great unhappinefs and fin-
fulnefs of your prefent fituation excite you fpeedily and ear-
neftly to engage in this good work, and fteadily to purfue it,
until it be happily accomplifhed.  As it i> with ynu now, you
cannot honour (Gop, you are livin‘%l in wretchednefs and dif-
grace, you are daily contralting frefh guilt, '{_(‘)u are uvringin
ruin on yourfelves and on your offspring. his perverfene
of temper in your family, fuppofe it to be real, is far from being
a fufficient rcafon why you fthould neglect religion in your
houfes ; it rather fhows, in a very ftriking manner, the great
neceflity of it. It fhould excite you to confeflion of your fins
with more humility and brokennefs of heart, to petition with
more frequency and fervency of fpirit, and fill you with admi-
ration and gratitude that as a family you are not made the mo-
numents of divine wrath. If the tault is chiefly your own, it
1s {o far trom being an excufe for the negle&t either of perfonal
or family religion, that it is a very cogent reafon why you
thould realize your need of renewing, pardoning and fanéhfy-
ing grace ; and with fw* dle importunity and perfeverance
picad and wreftle with Gobfor it. O, Sirs, if you had a pro-
per fenfe of the majeftic glory and unfpotted holinefs of Gonp,
and of his infinite love and mercy manifefted to guilty mife-
rable men in the life, fufferings and death of CHRIsT, it would
humble your hearts, compofe your paflions, and fweeten your
tempers ! It is for want of the fpirit of CHRIST, that this
evil Ipirit prevails in your hearts, or in your houfes ; therefore
fpeedily and earneftly apply to him, whotaft feven devils out
of Mary Magdalene, to dilpoffcfs you of this, which is like to
prove fo fata] to you.

OtHERs, through excefive complaifance, or to indulge their
own tafte, or that of fome of their family, permit fo much levi-

ty
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of behaviour and converfation, fo much vain mirth, or fo ma.
ny finful or trifling diverfions, as quite indifpofes the mird for
the inftrucions of religion, or the folemn exercifes of devotion ;
and for this reafon they are commonly omitted. Thefe gaieties
of life you may delight in, and plead for them as innocent
amufements; but if they exclude religion from your houfes, or
indifpofe your minds, or the minds of your cbildren, for the fe-
rious exercifes of devotion, they are far, very far, from being in-
nocent. Many profefling parents, I am afraid, greatly difho-
nour religion, and hinder its progrefs, by imbibing the fpirit and
conforming to the manners of a gay and fafhionable world.
“They, or their children, muft be in every gay circle, and at
«very polite eutertainment, in order to rub oft rufticity, to po-
3if\ theis air and converfation, and qualify them to make a gen-
tee! i*gure in life.  But thus, they too often rub off, or prevent,
all ferious fenfe of Gop and divine things, and become very
politely indifpofed for the divine exercifes and for the refined
and exalted pleafures of devotion. It is a melancholy truth
that many of our polite Gentlemen and Ladies are in the fer-
vice of the fleth and the devil; and their external accomplifh-
ments quaiity and enable them to ferve their mafter with more
fuccefs, and with more danger to thofc young people, who are
fo unhappy as to affociate with them.  Scarcc any thing, down-
1ight wickednefs cxcepted, will more efteCtually indifpofe the
mind for ferious Godlinefs, than a tafte for vain mirth and
trifling diverfions, This is verified in faét; for it appears
from daily obfervation that. perfon no fooner gets to rclith
thefe amufements, and vicw them as important, but ferious
things are treated with ridicule, or become an intolerable bur-
den. But do you imagine, m frivnds, that it will aftord you
any real fatisfaction on a dezth-bed, when you come to view
things in the lizht of cternity, to recollect that vou and yours
have laughed away your days and nignts in merry fathionable
company: or that you have excited in your children a tafte for
polite entertainments, modith vifits, and all the fathionable fol-
lies of the day? Do you not believe that in that folemn moment,
it would give you infinitely greater fatisfaction to reflect, that
vou had inftrufted them in the knowiedge of religion, given
them a tafte for the heavenly exercifes of devotion, and brought
them to a high efteem and veneration for a crucified JEsus;
that you had fpent that time on your knees, which you have
fpent at balls; that inftead of idle, and perhaps wanton fongs,
you had been finging the riches of redeeming love ; that inftead
of amorous tales and merry jokes, you had been ferioufly dif-

courfing about Curicy, wind the way to glorv; that inftead of |
learning your chiidicn ihe poiice fait s of the world, }-cub had
cen
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been teaching them the fathions of the new Jerufalem; that
inftead of wafting your fubftance on feafts, and ufelefs orna-
ments of the body, you had fpent it in aéls of kindnefs and
charity to your fcllow-creatures in diltrefs? Should you fee
your children dying in their fins, do you think it would afford
vou any fatisfation to recollect that they had cut a genteel
figure in life? Should you fee them becoming companions of de-
vils, would you pleafe yourfelves with the thought of their hav-
ing been complimented and carrefled in every polite company?
Or will your hearts exult in the thought that they once grace-
fully danced round, and round, in giddy circles, when they are
about to hear their final fentence, Depart accurfed inte everlafling
fire prepared for the devil and bis angels? Noy, my friends, death
and eternity wi'l give you quite different views of things, raife
different fenfations in your minds, and teach you a langua

altogether different from what you are now difpofed to ufe.
Then, when it is too latc, fyou will bitterly lament the wafte
ot precious time, and ruin of your poor children. O, for ano-
ther year ! O, for another day of the Son of man! How would
I plead with Gop for falvation! How would I plead with my
children to repent of their fin, and fly from the wrath to come!
O, for a few of thofe precious hours we have fpent together in
folly, to confefs and bewail our fins, and plead for eternal life |
But time is gone! It is wafted! It is murdered! My children,
my dear children, are ruined! Their precious fouls are ruined,
eternally ruined, through my finful folly and curfed negli-
gence! Oh, how will thefe thoughts pi..ce your fouls like 2
;‘houfa;nd daggers, and murder every fupport of the finking

cart !

Oruers are fo conftantly and eagerly engaged in a hurr
of worldly bufinefs, that they have but little time, and ruc
lefs heart, for the heavenly exercifts of religion, ‘Their hearts
are fo enmaged to ferve Mammon, that they cannot ferve the
God of jacob. Their hearts are fo intenfely engaged in pur-
fuit of earthly treafurc, that they cannot lay up incorruptible
treafure in heaven. Yes; the bufinefs of the prefent life fo
engages your attention, and your time, that for its fake you
neglect your own and your childrens’ eternal intereft.  You
have a numerous family; they muft be provided for. You
have a certain rank in lifc; that muft be maintained. Your
children muft be gentecly fupported, or they will fall beneath
their equals, fink into diferace in the eve of the world, and
thereby ruin their fortunc; and it requires much labour and
care to cffelt all this.

Buer
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BuT do you not know, my friends, that real Chriftians are
dead to the world, that their treafure is in heaven, and that they
have no other rank to fupport than that of humble followers of
Jesus CurisT; and that every thing elfe which they do, or
poflefs, thould be fubfervient to this? Do you not know that
the foul is infinitely more precious than the body, and eternity
infinitely more important than time ; that it is much more ne-
ceflary for you and your offspring to be rich in knowledge, in
grace, and in food works, than to poflefs much of thofe riches
which take to themfetves wings, and fly away? Is it not much bet-
ter for your children to rank with the futfering defpifed follow-
ers of }zsus, than with the wealthy, the gay, and the honour-
able of this world? Dives, with all his wealth and fumptucus
fare, was much more miferable than Lazarus in his extreme
poverty, and with all his filthy fores. Realize how exceeding
guilty and cruel you are to expofe your own fouls and thofe of
your children to eternal ruin, only to provide a temporary fup-
port for their dying bodies; to fecure homes for them here,
where they can abide but for a few days, while you neglect to
provide for them manfions of eternal reft. Know afluredly,
that if their confciences are awakened on their death-beds, they
will not thank you for your prepofterous pains; certainly they
will not, when ftanding at the tribunal of their Judge.

Bur 1 fufpet there is fome latent deceit in your plea, and
that the truth is, the love of money is the reigning paffion of
your hcarts ; and that therefore you delight notin Gob: that
wealth is your chiefeft good ; and thercfore you feck it as the
greateft good of your children: that avarice has alienated your
affections from Gop; and therefore you defire not the know-
ledge of his ways: and that you have time to give your chil-
dren a pious education; but no hearts to improve it. You
neglet the true riches, in order to heap up fhining duft for
yourfelves and for yours : but Oh, death will make you poor in-
deed! All your wealth will not procure you a fingle drop of
water to cool your tongues, parched in the unfufferable flames
of divine vengeance.

O, ye carelefs negligent parents, the precious fouls of your
defcendants are committed to your care, and you criminally neg-
Je€t the important charge ! The vows of Gob are upon you,
and you regard it not! The weight of vour guilt is greatly in-
creafing, and you feel it not ! The florms of divine indigna-
ation are thickening over ?'our devoted heads, and you tremble
not at the difmal profpect ! The heavy curfc of the ALmiGHTY
is lying on your children, and you arc ealy ! Death and judg-

ment



ment are approaching, and you are unprepared, and unalarm-
ed ! By your criminal negle& of perfonal and family religion
you are making your fpiritual privileges the occafion of your
deftru@ion. You are converting the houfe of Gob into the

ate of death ; the balm of Gilead into the moft deadly poifon.
E{ou have loft the true fpirit of chriftianity, you have loft the
religion of the bible, you have loft the religion of the reforma-
tion, for which your forefathers fuffered, bled and died; and
are funk into the moft amazing and deftru&ive carelefnefs and
infenfibility. Once Prefbyterians had not only the form of
Godlinefs, but felt the life and power of it on their fouls.
They were zealous to maintain good works, diligent and faith-
ful in duty, lived near to Gobp from day to day, dreaded fin
more than death, and were ready to refift even to blood, ftriv-
ing againft it ; and confequently enjoyed the finiles of heaven,
the light of Gop’s reconciled countenance, and joys of the
Holy Ghoft. But how is the gold become dim ! How is the mof?
fine gold changed ! We are fallen! We are fallen ! We are fal-
len ! The glory is departed, and the crown is fallen from our
heads! We are eftranged from Gob, and afleep in our fins !
We have practically denied the Redeemer, and joined with his
enemies! We have betrayed the Son of man into the hands of
his foes, and crucified himafreth ! We have forfaken the path
of life, and are going down to the chambers of death ! We are
training up our own offspring, at leaft by our example, for
eternal deftruction ; and thus ftaining our confciences with the
guilt of their blood ! Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; for
why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ?

4. THERE are fome parents who feem very zealous to have
their children initiated into the chriftian church by baptiim,
and would no doubt efteem themfelves and families highly in-
jured, fhould they be denied this privilege ; who yet, for the
fake of fome little worldly advantage, perhaps a few pounds in
the price of a trat of land, or the benefit of a better range for
their cattle, will deprive their children of all the advantages of
church-memberfhip, and all rational profpe& of enjoying them.
It will be of little or no advantage to be members of the catho-
lic church, or of the chriftian church at large; we mutt, in or-
der to our receiving any real advantages, be members of fome
particular church, join in its worthip and ordinances, and be
under its difcipline ; and therefore thofe who fettle with theic
families out of focicty, and where theie is no rational profpe&
of any being formed, do volyntarily excommunicate their chil-
dren with themfelves. They remove them from the fold of
CHrisT, take them from wnler the care of his fhepherds, and

leave
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Jeave them to feed in unwholfome paftures, or wander in bar-
ren deferts. ‘The confequence is, they commonly grow up in
ignorance, difregard the intereft of religion, are profane and
immoral in their lives, negle& all the means of falvation, and
often forfake the chriftian church altogether. The common
excufe for thus excommunicating children is, that it was eafier
in fuch a particular part of the country to provide for them,
than elfewhere : but they mean, only for their bodies, they
have no reference to their fpiritual and eternal intereft.

SucH parents I would befeech, duly to confider what they
are doing, and what will be the probable confequences of the
ftep they have taken. Does it not appear to you, my friends,
on ferious reflection, that youare much out of your duty? Are
you not injuring your children in their eflential and moft im-
portant interefts ? Are you not preferring their temporal to
their fpiritual and eternal advantages ? Do you not know that
you are bound by divine authority, and your own voluntary en-
gagements, to bring them up for Gop? And does not this im-
ply that you will take care, as far asin your power, that they
enjoy the advantages of the difpenfation of the word and ordi-
nances of the gofpel, and of chriftian difcipline? Do you not
then negled the duty you owe them, and violate the facred
obligations you are under ? Do you not by this mcans help to
fcatter the flock of CHRIsT, inftead of colleéting, increating
and leading it into pleafant and wholefome paftures? Do you
not difcourage and weaken the hands of your brethren, who
would build up the walls of Jerufalem? Perhaps you will fay,
you only deprive your children of outward privileges and op-
portunities, you do not deprive them of the grace of that (Gob,
who can work by what means he pleaivs, or even without
means. Butthen remember, when you deprive them of means,

rou deprive them of all that is in your power to do for them.

he ufe of means is the creatures’ duty ; the fuccefs is only of
Gop. Though you do not deprive them of lifc, you deprive
them of the means of life ; and you cannot cxpect that Gob
will work without means, or go out of his ordinary way, be-
caufe you have wandered from his church.

Ir, infettling in a new country, any have, through inadver-
tency or difappointment, fixed themfelves where they have no
rational profpe& of enjoying the advantazes of religious foci-
ety, let them duly conlider, whetherit is not their dutv to col-
lect themfelves into focieties, tlough it thould expofe them to
fome confiderable fecular difadvantazes ; and thus return to the
fheepfold, and dwell befide the fhepliux!.-,’ rents, [ fome parts

of
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of the land, you are fo fcattered, fo unconneéted, that you can
fcarcely be faid to be in the church, or to enjoy any of the be-
nefits of communion, Even if under the care of a paftor, he
can be of little advantage to the lambs of the flock, in its dife
perfed fituation.  Your diftance from the places of wortfhip is
fo great, that when you attend them, you are obliged to leave
your children idly to wander about, and mifpend facred time ;
by which they lofc a reverence for the fabbath and the proper
holy exerciies of the day. iis 1o 2< you were influenced in
your fettlement by finifter views, and a ;ieater regard to the
temporal than fpiritual intereft of your defcendants, you have
juft reafon to confider your conduct as finful, repent of it, and
return to your duty ; otherwiie, you may live to fee the pu-
nithment of your crime in the vicious lives of your children,
when itis too late to correct them. Serioufly confider, what a
poor retaliation a few more acres of land, or a little better fet-
tlement, will be to your children, for the want of the means of
grace, or the advantages of being brought up uncer the care of
a chriftian church ; and how little fatsfaction you will derive’
tiom it, when you and they muft parg only to mect again at
the tribunal of JEsus CHRIsT.

5- I'would addrefs myfelf to fuech parents as may properly
be called prefane, that is, thofe who totally negle&t both the
profefion and praltice of religion, and rather icem to defpife
1t—who take no pains at all to educate their children in a re-
lizious way ; but allow them in the open practice of profanity
and immorality, and encourage them init by their own exam-
ple. It makes no diffcrence with me, what circumftances of
life you are in, what rank you hold, or by what name you are
diftinguifhed.

I FIxD it too common for perfons who are poflefled of good
eftates, or aim at high rank, to bchave and fpeak as if the
imagined themfelves rathcr above religion, and that it would e
quite out of charalter for them te pay any ferious regard to it.
They fometimes confefs with an air of contemptible pride ard
levity, that they know but little about jt. Theie affeéted airs
are moft commonly difcovered in thofe of low birth and for-
tune, who have fuddenly fprung up to a ftate of fom:e little emi-
nence, whofe acquaintance with the polite world is very con-
tracted ; and who are therefore apt to miftake every man for a
Gentleman, who can drefs genteely, and laugh at religion ;
and hence they labour to diftinguifh themfclves in that way.
Perhaps vou may call yourfelves church-men, and think that a
kind of excufe for paying vcg' little regard torcligion. When

you
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you fee 2 perfon treatinz religion as a matter of importance, and
muaking what you call, a great fufs about it, you conclude him
to be a Prefbyterian, a Baptift, or a Methodiit; and look upon
it only to be the effzct of hypocrily or enthufiafm.  As you de-
~fuife piety yourfelv.s, you never inftruét your children in the
principles of chr af’tuamty, nor even teach them to pay a proper
reverence to the deiTvy. They feldomhear the name of Gop,
except in a proiane or trifiing way.  You do not warn them to
avmd all fin, to fly from the wrath to come, and lay hold of
everlafting life. Youfometimes take them to (.hll]’Ch but it is
not with a view to their receiving any ufeful mﬂru&lons, but
rather as an anufement.  You never point out to them the de-
pravitv of their nature, the neceility of renewing grace, an
inter«ft in the merits of CHRIsT, a pardon of ﬁn, reconcili-
ation with an offended GOD, and of holinefs of heart and lite,
You never join them in folemn earneflt praver to the AL-
MIGHTY ; but rather teach them to defpifc thefe things.

Do you, my friends, verily believe in your confciences, that
you and vour children were made merely for this world and
that you have noeternity to provide for ? Do you fuppote that
he, who made you and your children, has no regard to your
conduct ; but has left you to alt juft as you plcufe, “without any
refpect to his will ? Do you believe, that all the noble powers of
human nature ; man’s capacities of knowing (Gop, and his
own moral ob!igqtmns to him as his Creator and bountitul Be-
nefa@or, and himfelf as a confcious and accountable being,
were all beft 'wed for the low purpofes of the prefent life ?
Would Gob beftow fuch noble powers on a mere bunterfly, to
enabie it to {port in the air a few days, and then perifh forcver ?
Do not vour confciences teftify againft you, that you have of-
fended Gop, and provoked his difpleafure? Do you not fee
and hear your children daily provoking their adorable Sove-
reign and moft liberal Benefaltor 5 and thereby laying them-
felves obnauxious to his righteous indignation ? Is it not moft
reafonable that you and they fhould deeply repcnt of your fins,
and return to Gop with your whole hearts ? Qught you not

to thank and praife him for all his goodnefs to you and your

families, and make it the great bufinels of your lives to pleafe
hin ? Since your chii dren are zccountable creatures, ought
you not to teach them their dependence upon their Maker and
7"eferver, and to live in thankful remembrance of his mercies ?
Do vru imazine it would do your children any real injury,
fhatld thev become fincere chriftians 3 that it would make
them more mifrrabie, cr worfe members of fociety ? Are you
perfuaded that the name, the day, the worfnip and ordinances
Ol
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of Gop ought not to be reverenced, and his authority cheer-
fully fubmitted to ? Are you certain that Gop gave you chil-
dren, only that you might take care of their bodies and provide
for their temporal intereft ; and that you are under no obli-
gations to promote their eternal intereft ? Do you not find
that it requires much pains to teach your children a decent gen-
teel behaviour ; and does it not appear reafonable that fome
proporticnable pains fhould be taken to teach them a proper
temper and behaviour towards their Maker ¢ Do they call for
carcful tuition in every thing relative to this life, and does na-
turc teach them all that is necefiary relating to the life to
come ? Does it teach them a complete {yftem of morality and
religion, without any affiftance ? Are you fure your children
are in no danger of everlafting deftruction, or that you are un-
der no obligations to endeavour to fave them from it ? If you
neglect their rcliaious inftru@ion, and fetthem abad example,
do you not expect that you will be charged with their ruin ?
Are you not commanded to éring them up in the nurture and ad-

menition of the LORD ?

Stop; O, ftop your mad career of folly and fin, and think
what you are about, before it is too late ! With a rriendly voice,
1 would call you to repentance, to feek regenerating grace, and
that found converfion, of which you may often have heard
with a fncer of contempt. Converfion you greatly need, for
you are cicentially wrong, both in your temper and practice.
Were you fo happy as to be the fubjects of this neceflary change,
you would no longer difdain religion, fueer at the exercifes of
devotion, nor protane the name of Gob and the ordinances of
religious worfhip. Then you would cxperience a happinefs
far fuperior to all the pleafures of fenfe ; you would rejoice with
Jjoy unfpeakable and full of glory. Then your hearts would be
drawn out in new, pure, and fpiritual love to your children.
You would no longer negle&t their falvation ; but diligently
exert yourfelves in inftru@ing them in the way of life, and
carncftly plead with Gop on their behalf. Remember, Sirs,

our children are heirs of immortality, and candidates of an

cternal ftate of exiftence. Thefe precious immortal fouls, the
price of the blood of the Son of Gop, he has committed to
vour care, and bound you by his reafonable coinmand, and by
all the tender ties of nature, to train them up for him. This
is the moft important bufinefs of your life, and you muft an~
fwer for the faithful performance in the judgment of the great
day. Youmay trifie with it new, if you will, you may laugh
at ity if you pleafe, and continue to neglect your important
charge 3 but then, O, then, you will ﬁnc% 1t a folemn reckon-
L2 ing |
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ing ! I call pon you to feek the Lorp Jesus, and a pardon
of your guit through the merit ot his atoning blood, to fub-
mit to him as your divine Teacher, and to feek that holinefs,
without which you cannot fee the LORD. Seck thefe things ia
earneft; for they areinfinitely important: feek them fpeedily ;
for much of your precious time is already wafted: feek them
with perfeverance ; for without this you have no promife of
fuccefs. Banith vice and profanity from your houfes, and con-
fecrate them to Gopn, as little churches.  Inftead of balls and
affernblies, the found of the viol or the wanton fong, lct them
refound with fervent prayers to Almighty Gop, and fongs of
praife and thankfgiving o Him who loved us, and gave him-
{elr for us, that he might redecm us from all iniquity, and make
us a peculiar people zealous of good works.

6. SomE parents are ftrick in the outward forms of religi-
on ; they punctially go the ftated rounds of duty, are carcful
to catechite thor children, anl conftantly worthip Gob in
their houfes ; and when they have done this, feem to be quite
contenited.  And yet thev appear flrangers to the power of
Godlinef:, if not open encmics toit. It their children pati-
ently join with them in their religicus forms, and refrain from
fcandalous immoralities, they fecin entirely fatished, as if no-
thing more was neceffary to conftitute them good chriftians ;
and are contented thcy fhould live ftrangers to renev-ing grace,
and found converficn.  Such perfons are merc formalifts, reft-
ing in externals, and ftrangers to the energy of divine grace.

Do you imagine, Sirs, that true religion confifts in fuch a
formal round of external performances ; without deep humi-
lity, without evangelical repentance, without faith in CHrisT,
in the promifes, and in the invifible realities of another world,
without fupreme and ardent love to Gob, without a fenfible
delicht in holinefs, or any comtortable manifcftations of the
love of Gob to your fouls ? If fo, you are under a very great
and rvinous mifiake.  Real religion confifts in no fuch litelets
formalities ; it transforms the very feul, and cnimates it with
an inward new principle of fpiritual life and vigour.  Your ex-
ternal condué i1s commendable and worthy of imitation ; all
that is wanting is this inward principle of fpiritual lfe, the
animating foul of true religion.

IF you are fo ugyhappy as to communicate this formal fpirit
to vour offspring, and foftcr it there, it may prove very fatal to
them, and prevent,or deftroy, ali the good effeéts of 'your re-
ligious inftructions, and lcave in their minds a lufting prejudice

againft
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againft vita] piety. To them it may tugp the means of grace
into the occafion of eternal death. You may formerly have
heard of Prefbyterians, and lately of Baptifts and Methodifts,
who have been much engaged in religicn, and made high pre-
tences to a work of Gob’s fpirit in their fouls; but have alted,
at Jeaft according to your information, under the influence of
dangerous miftakes, and wild enthufiaftick deiufions.  Thefe
things have led you into a quite oppcfite extreme, and fixed in
your minds a ftrong prejudice againtt all intenfe inward con-
cern about our fpiritual eftate. Y our children may obferve you
much more frequeat and earneft in cxpofing thefe delufions,
than in recommending a folicitous concern abous the one thing
ncedful ; and this may have a very pegnicious influence both
on their principles and pradtice. w

I am not about to plead the caufc of enthufiaim ; I know
it is very diverfe in its nature from true reiigion, and fubver-
five of itsinterelt. I would only guard you z:ainit the oppo-
fite extreme ; the extreme of u lifelets, nypocritical formality,
which perhaps is not lefs inconfiltent with true religion, or
difpleafing to Gob, than this wild enthufi.(n. The latter is
certainly not oftener, or in ftronger tern.s. reproved in icrip-
ture, than the former. There ate no me.ns 1n your power fo
efiectual to difcountenance enthufiafin, as to cxhitntin your own
lives a fhining example of a warm, lively, animated, rational,
fteady, meck and humble chriftian. “T'lus do, and your exam-
ple and converfation will be of great ufe to your neighbours, and
a happy means of preferving them from wild and enthufiattic
crrors.  ‘Lhis do, and you will find a number of thofe, whom
you now defpifc as wild cnthuiiafts, to be humble, teachable
chriftians ; wiiling to fit at your feet, and learn from you, the
true tempcer, cxercifes, condult and charalter of a child of
Gob. Butif you do not this; but content youricdves with
your lifelefs forms, live in the fpirit of the world, and now
and then lend a grave face to countenance folly, in vain you
plead, in vain you ftorm, againit enthufiafm : your very con-
duct and converfation is the occafion of prometng it,

Live the life of fuch a chriftian ; and then you will be
happily qualified to guide your children, in the paths of vital
holinefs, to the land of eternal reft, At prefent you are under
the influence of a felt-righteous {pirit, refting in external forms ;
which is moft dangcrous to yourfelves, and which you thould
moft carefully guard your children againft. The outward
forms of rcligion were never intended to be refted in ; but
were defigred us :means to lead the foul to reft ip CuxisT, and

E; chgage



7))
engage 4nen to live 2'1ife of pisty and virtue : and they have

never anfwered their proper end, untit this bappy effeét is pro-
duced. '

O, ye miftaken formalifts, the great work of your falvation
is yet to begin.  Youhave hitherto been building on the fand,
and your work i# ali in vain, it will not ftand the ftorm. The
fure foundation 1s yet to lay. Your religion, by which you
thought to win heaven, is like to land you in hell, and prove
the occafion of your eternal deftruction. You are in dunger
of leading your children, along the fame formal road, down to
the chamters of death. You are lukewarm Laodiceans ; ysu
are wretched, and m ferabky and toor, and blind, and naked ; while
you vainly imaginc, you are rich, and increafed in goods, and in
need of nothing. For thic reafon you are in danger of being re-
je&ed and difowned by CHRisT, together with your offspring.
Awake from your pleafing delufion, your cold and hypocritical
formality, and from your carnal ungrounded fecurity ; and ne-
ver reft till CHR1sT be found in you, till you are new creatures,
actuzted by His Spirit ; till old things be done away, and all
things become new : that you may not only have the fornr,
but alfo the power of Godiinefs ; and not oniy eiioy tae pris
vileges of CHR1sT’s church on carth, but the privileges and
blefiings of his church trinrphant. O, realize how dreadful
the difappointment, to pafs from the church of CHRIsT and
the fociety of chriftians, to the regions of darknefs, and the fo-
¢!ty of devils and defpairing finners ; from fongs of praife in
Zicn, to the grqans of the damned in hell ; from the pleating
hopes of heaven, to the gloomy horrors of endlefs defperation 3
from the reputation of chriftians, to everlafting fhame and dii=
grace,

You have, it may be, been fettling your children on falfe
fecundations of hope and comfort. If fo, tear thefe foundati-
ons away, with the eager hand of a pious benevolence, warn
them faithfully of their danger, and teach them to build their
hog::s of heaven upon CHrisT the Rock of ages. Your time
i1s fhort, much has been {pent in lifelefs modes and forms; your
work is great and infinitely important, defpatch it with your
might ; CHrisT is at the door, death and judgment are at
hand. After all your pains with your children, and ail your
hopes concerning them, they may at laft charge you with their
eternal deftrution. Through your fault they may die with a
liz in theirrighthand. Pluck, O, pluck them as brands from
the burning, that they may be quenched in the fountain of a
Savicur’s blood. |

7. 1
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7. T doubt not but there are a number of pious parents,
who have with honeit hcarts devoted their children to Gop,
finceresy defirous that they fhould bey and ad, to the glory of
His name ; and are with diligence, and anxicty for the cvent,
endcavouring to train them up for the fervice of their Re-
deemer. Thefe aiio [ would beg Rave to addrefs o this oc-
cafion.

You, my chriftian fricnds, have realized the worth of your
childrens’ touls, the vaft importance of your charge, the diffi-
cuity of the work, and the awful folemuity of the account you
muit render to that Gobp, whofe your children are, and who
h:s charged you with their religious «ducation.  You feel the
weigit of yeur obligations, and are often faying, Thy vows are
upom me, O Gop. 1 would tenderly and earneftly exhort you
to perfevere in your duty ; labour to be more diligent and faith-
fui, more folemn and affcétionate in your exhortations, more
fervent in your prayers on their behalfy and more exemplary in
your deportment betore them, making your lives a proper come-
mcent on all your rcligiousin!truétions. Be faithful to the laft,
and humbly truft in Gop, who is able to make even feellc en-
deavours fuccefsful, and has greatly encouraged you to hope for
his blefing. You are, in your iphere, labourers in Gop’s
vincyard ; he has called you to the work, the profperity of his
church depends on your ¢xertions, and the bleiding of heaven
will follow them.

Ir you have not been fuccefsful hitherto, impartially inquire
into the reafons. Some deficicncy or mifmanagement in you
may have been the unhappy caufe.  If fo, repent of your fail-
ings, reform what is amifs, and purfue your work with a fteady
perfeverance.  J'requently recolleét that chiidren are a part of
the lock of CHrisT, the carc of a Redeemer, and the pur-
chate of his precious blood, Tubjeéts of his kingdom on carth,
and conditional heirs of immortal glory.  Let this be a fpurto
your d ligence, and an encouragement to your important lu-
bour of love. In the marning fow thy fecd, and in the evening
withhald not thy hand ; for thou knoweit not which will profper.
It depends, under Gob, on the prefent generation, whether, in
the next, religion fhall have any exiftence on carth, and eipe-
cially on thofe who are entrufted with the education of chil-
dren and youth. This lies chiefly on pious parents; who muit
fee and fecl the importance of thcfc things. Ignorance, infi-
delity, impiety, and immorzlities of cvery kind, are the natural
and necellary confequences of negicct in this aifair.
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BesiDEs your own endeavours at home, take proper pa ns
that your children, as often as opportunity prefents, attend : pon
public worfhip ; where the word and ordinances of the golpel
are cleariy ... faithfully difpenfed. Makc their attendance a5
eafy as poffible, and give ghem all the encouragement in Yo
power. Let them know that they have been folemnly deci-
cated to the fervice of Gop, are members of his church, the
care of CHRIsT, and the charge of his Minifters, who ar:
bound to watch for their fouls as thofe who muft give account.
Endeavour to difpofe their minds to a ferious attention to things
that concern their eternal peace, and there is great reafon ‘o
hope, they will profit by the word, and grow wife unto falva-
tion. Teach them early to behavo, at times and places of re-
ligious worfhip, with decency and reverence ; and frequently
inquire what they remember, and how thcy underftand ; and
tenderly urge upon them the neceflity of feeling the force of
divine truth, and reducing it to praitice. If they do not im-
prove by private or public inftruions as you would with, be
not rafh in reproving them, ufe no reproachful or degrading
language ; but bear with them with patience, reprove them
with tendernefs and duc folemnity, and continue to teach them
with diligence. To train up children far Gob is one of the
moft important duties of your life ; and he has encouraged you
to hope, and believe, thatit will not be in vain. You may
have the happinefs to fec your children recovered by thefe means
from a ftate of fin and ruin, and brought to a ftate of lifc ;
and they may join you on carth in finging the praifes of re-
deeming love. But if this fhould not be the cate, they may
reap the happy fruits of your labour after arc aflcep in the
duft, and may join you in the regions of glory in afcribing tal-
vation to Gob ard the LaMB; and blefs you to all eternity, as
the happy inftruments of their recovery from the ruin of fin.
Even though this fhould not be the cafe, you will have the com.-.
fort, when vou lie on a death-bed, and are taking your latt
leave, to reflect that you have been faithful to their fouls, and
are clear of their blood. Ok, if they thould be firft called
away, and {hould die in their fins, amidft all your duep forrow
on this very diftreffing occafion, you will be fupported by the
inward weitimony of a good confcience,

Maxvy chiidren are fo unteachable in their difpofition, fo
perverfe in their humours, fo backward to relizious duty, fo
fond of zay company .ud tinl.! diverfions, and @ apt to efteem,
even a tena. r parent, 27 Li crnemy, who wttempts to reftrain
them, that the dithculty o) vear we:” o heroloe ooreasly increat-
ed; and you e periers toeinl St teas , ey thenn b o
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bope. All this is greatly heightened by the almoft univerfal
negle@ of other parents, and the confcquent bad example of
ncighbouring youth.  Your children think it ftrange, that you
will not fuffer them to run into the fame excefs of riot. To
keep them conftantly at home, and from the company and con-
verfation of thofe of their own age, would be like confining
them in prifon ; and they can fcarcely go into company, but
they are in danger of being poifoned in their principles, or
corrupted in their morals. This, 1 own, is a ferious difficulty,
and avery great difcouragement to confcientious parents ; and
it reminds e, that it is time to bid you that are parents adieu,

and addrefs your offspring. 1come now

1V. Toaddrefs myfelf to CHILDREN and YouTH. Tothole
children who have been devoted to Gob in baptifm, and enjoy
the benefit of a religious education ; and: to thofe who have
not been tavoured with this privilege.

1. To you, my young friends, who have been early devoted
to Gobp, and inftructed in the principles of the heaven-born re-
ligionof Jesus. Liften, fora few moments, to an azed Mi-
nitter of CHRIST, who knows the tender feelings of a father’s
heart, and is in fome meaiure fenfible of the worth of your
fouls, and the importance of falvation.

DuLy confider the great goodnefs of Gop to you, in that
you have been born in a chnftian land, where the light of the
golpel fhines ; in that you have been favoured with chriftian
parents, who have carly devoted you to Gob, and been care-
ful to teach you the way of life; in that you have been intro-
duced into the chriftian church, and made partakers of the
root and fatnefs of the good olive-tree ; in that you have lived
under the fpecial protection of a kind Providence, enjoyed
theiively oracles of divine truth, been favoured with Gob's
appointed means of falvation, faithfully warned of the evil of
fin, called 1o repentance, and invited to a Saviour’s arms ; in
that yonare kindly and carneftly entreated, and favoured with
many great and precious promiies, in order to excite you to
fly from deftruétion, and lay hold on cternal life; and in that
you are favoured with a fpace of repentance, and Gob in his
long-fuffcring is waiting to be gracious to you. Many children,
a< worthy as you, have not been favoured with thefe privileges.
“Their parents have unkindly negleCted them, and they have
been brought up in ignorance, Leing aitens from tle common=
wealdh of Lracly and jlrargers frim the ccvenants of promije.
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IntPROVE, improve, O mychildren, thefe rich means, thefe
precious privileges, thefe golden opportunities of grace. They
are worth more to you than mountains of gald, orall the ad-
vantages the world can give. Serioully rcalize, that you are
finful creatures, that vour natwe is greatly corrupted and that
your lives have been fpent in forgettulneis of Gop, unthank-
tulnefs for his mercies, and the tranfgreflion of his laws ; and
that thereforc you are in a miferable, condcmned ftate. kar-
neftly feck regenerating grace, deeply repent of your fins, em-
brace an offered Saviour, andin him pardon and reconciliation
with an oftended Gobp ; turnto Gob with your whole hearts,
and take him to be your Lorp and portion forever ; and as
you are his by creation, prefervation and folemn dedicatiun, be
his alfo by your own voluntary choice and deliberate adt.
Give up yourfelves to him, and actually devote your lives to
his fervice ; renounce the devil and all his works, the ¢ pomps
“ and vanities of this wicked world, and all the finful luits of
“ the fleth.”” Deliberately and repeatedly refolve, that you
wiil live to him ; that the BLEssED JEesus fhall be your Sa.
viour and your LoRrD ; that you will ever truft in his merits,
bow to his government, and live to his praife.

Do not defpife the wife inftru@ions and admeonitions, the
faithful reproots, nor even corretions, of your parents ; for
they are the minifters of Gob to you, apppointed to inftruct
you in your dutv, and to reprove and correé your faults ; and
they are accountable to him, and not to you, for the raithful
pertormance. If you refift them, you refift the minifters of
Gob ; andif you defpife their inttru&tions, you qait contemyt
upon the authority and gooduefs of your Maker. T'he correc-
tions of your parents are ftronger and more genuine exprei-
sions of love to you, than the moft flattering indulgences of

eothers.

STop yourears againft profanity and infidelity, whether they
come from the poor or the rich, the vulzar or polite, the iittle
or the great men of the world.  Bear tettimony againit fuch,
as far as you can do it with prudence ; and be affured, that
whenever pretended young gentiemen ufc f{uch infidel and li-
centious language to other youth, and efpecially to young wo-
men, it is a certain evidence either that they are rools, or have
fome bafe defion,  Never litten with pleafure to any obicene
or immodeft difcouric, however fcafoned with wit. Spend
not your precious time inreading plavs, novels, and romances ;
for they will only corrupt your tafte and your heart, fil
your minds With, cxtravagant ideas, and indizpofe ticin for fe-
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gious inftru@ions. Plead not the maral fentiments of thefe
authors ; for you may receive more ufeful moral inftruction
from one chapter of the book of Proverbs, than from whole
volumes of thefe modern productions of taite. Confider the
deftructive tendency of what is commonly called civil mirth
and innocent diverfions ; they confume precious time, they
alienate the heart from ferious things, and indifpofe the mind
for devotion : they make the foul fhy of Gob, and averfe to
the {weet and folemn duty of prayer : They often reconcile the
heart to vanity and fin; firft make them familiar, and then
pleafing. Avod all meetin§s for mere diveriion ; fuch as
plays, balls, and the like. Thefe are bewitching means to
murder time, and ruin immortal fouls. Whatever may be faid
for mere men ot the world, who feck not heaven, thefe are not
fit excrcifes for the children of Gop, and heirs of immortal
glory ; and cannot be relithed by one whofe heart is feafoned
with grace, and warmed with the love of Gob.

LET not inclination, company, or any thing, tempt you to
mifpend the facred hours of the fabbath. “l'his is precious
time, conlccrated to the fervice of Gop; fee that you ferioufly
improve it. He that mifpends the fabbath is walking on the
devil’s ground, and is in imminent danger of failing into his
fnares.  You may refrain labour and worldly converlation,
you may tead your bible and other good books, you may be
dilizent in learning your catechifm, you may join with your
parents in their morning and evening devotions, and attend
pub.ic worfhup every opportunity, and yet be far, very far, from
fpend:nz the day as Gob requires, You muft not only do
thefe things, but do them in 2 proper manner: you muft do
them with deep humility of heart, and in the excrcife of evan-
gelical repentance; with faith in CHRIsT and the promifes of
the gofpel ; with love to the Supreme Being, and gratitude for
his many unmerited mercies ; with zcal for the honour of
Gop, and the coming of CHR1sT’s kingdom ; and with chrif-
tian benevolence to your fellow-creatures, and efpecially thofe
who are perithing in their fins.  You muft fpend the {abbath
in feeking a rich furniturc of grace to fortify you againft the
temptations, and ftrengthen you in the duties, of the week.
When you have opportunity, diligently attend pul ¢ ordi-
nances ; attend them with due preparation and prayes, and an
earncit defire to profit by the means. When ycu have not
this opportunity, carefully attend private inftru&ions in the fa-
mily. Spend much of thefe facred hours in fecret, converfing
with Gop, and your own hearts. In thefe retired moments,
carefully examine into the ftatc of your fouls, and learn to
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know yourfelves. For this purpofe, take your bibles with you
in your retirements, fingle out fuitable paffages, examine and
try yourfelves by them, turn themn into prayers to Almighty
Gob, plead that you may underftand them in a faving way,
and feel their powcrful influence on your hearts. Be not con-
tent to read and hear the word only; but labour to make the
proper improvement, by reducing all to practice. Remember,
are foon to be the principal fupports in the church of
HRIST, the chicf pillars of his earthly temple; be careful
and diligent that your heads mav be fo furnithed with know-
Jedge, and your hearts fo refined by grace, that you may alt in
this cafe, with proper ufefulnefs and dignity.

Consiprr the importance of becoming truly religious in
our early days. ‘The powers of human nature fail in old age.
I!e that would labour for Gop cffectually, and make advances
in holinets, muft begin early in life; and it will be your great-
¢!t hononur and happinefs to do much for Goo and religion, in
your day.  Whatever may be tne cafe with others, can you
expett ever to reccive the grace of Gob, it you mifimprove the
rich means and many precious opportunitics you have enjoyed
in your childhood, and now enjoy in your youth? Can you
imagine that if, under all thefe advantagcs, you fpend the prime
of your life in the fervice of the flefh and the devil, Gob will
accept of the dregs of old age ! 1o you not know that to har-
den your hearts azainft Gop and continue in fin, when he is
daing fo much for your recovery, is the way to provoke him to
wear in his wrath that you fball never enter into his refi? That /¢
that being cften reprovedy hardeneth his neck, fhall fuddenly be difiro;-
od and that without remedy? My dear youth, to trifie here is to
run inte wilful ruin, torufh upon the thick bofles ot the Ar.
MIGHTY’s buckler, or the drawn fword of divine juftice. It
is the wav to fin yourfelves beyond the reach of mercy, and pro-
voke Gob to give you up to all the horrors of black defpair.
Your feafon of grace will foon pafs, precious mears will ceale
forever, and you muft appear in judgment to anfwer for the
improvement iou have made of the diftinguifhing favours you
now enjoy. Lct me earneftly entreat, and folemnly charge you,
t) feize the prefent moments, improve vour prefent opportuni-
tics, feek an intereft in the Redeemer, fecure the fpecial favour
of Gon, and devote vourfelves unrefervedly to his fervice; Jeit

the important work fhould be yndone, when your time is no
more.

2. Bur there are ather vouth, who have not been folemn'y
dudicsted to Gop in baptifin, nor enjoyed the benciit of a reii-
L10US
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gious education. Some indeed have been baptized through
cuftom, or for the fake of the reputation of a chriftian name
whilft the baptifm of others have been negleéted, not from prin-
ciple, but the want ot principlc, and a due fenfe of religion.
Thefe I would defire to addrefs, with all the tender affeétion of
a father; ficerely pitying them, that they have neither father
por mother in their very gracelels natural parents.

My dear children, 1 now tenderly invite and earneftly en-
treat you to attend, for a few moments, to the things that con-
cern your duty to Gop and your own true happinefs. You
have lived, I tuppole, hitherto a thoughtlefs life, regardlefs of
G up and that eternal world to which you are haftening.  You
have minded but little, encept your worldly bufinefs, your food,
your clothes, and your diveriions. You have been greatl
negligent of your duty to Gop, and unaffe@ted with the evil of
fin. You have not been fecking an intereft in Jesus CHrisT,
are great ftrangers to the folemn duty of prayer, and other aéls
of devotion. You feldom read your bibles; and when you do,

rou are not careful to underftand and improve what you read.
Vhen you attund places of public worfhip, you do it only as a
kind of diverfion, to fee company, or to fhow yourfelves to ad-
vantage.  You think fcldom, or very flightly, of a future ftate,
and ot that folemn account you muft at lait give to Gop of all
the deeds done in the body. If you can but mix with mer.
company, cut a gentecl figure among them, and be admired b
your acquaintan.c, this you efteem your greateft happinefs.
Great part of the LorD’s day you have fpent in idle converfa-
tion, foolifh diverfions, or in unprofitable, and often very finful
vifits. You have not remembered the fabbath day to keep it
holy; you only remembered it as a day of amulement,

THink ferioully of this, and tell me, do you believe in your
hearts, that the great Gop made you, and fent you into the
world, for fuch trifling purpotes as thefe? That you have bufi-
nefs of no greater importance to be employed in? That you
were born, only to eat, and drink, and drefs, and vifit, and fleep,
and fport, and dic? ‘T'hat Kou have no Gob to ferve, no foul to
fave, no hell to avoid, no heaven to fecure, no judgment to pre-
parc for ? Let me ¢ntreat you ferioully to confider that you are
not your own, that Gop made you, and not you yourfelves;
made your bodies, every member and every fenfe, with all
the ftrength and beauty you poflefs; made your fouls, with
all their capacities of knowing, fearing, loving and obeyin
him; made them immortal and capable of the fublime ex-
wcifes and pure joys of the heavenly ftate, through a glorious

cternity,
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aternity, in fociety of angels and faints. You are the children
of Gop’s providence; he has taken a kind and fatherly care of
you all your days. His mighty power continually fupports
you; he preferves your lives, your limbs, your health and your
reafon ; by his bounty you are clothed, his liberal hand teeds
you, you walk on his earth and breathe his air, and his al-
mighty arm is your conftant guard. All the bleflings and
comforts of fociety and friendfhip you enjcy are the gift of
your heavenly father. And are you not bound, by the moft
endearing ties, to adore and love, to thank and praile, to fub-
mit to and obey your glorious Creator and kind Benefaltor?
And do you not know in your conicCiences, that you have not
done this? Have you not lived thoughtlefs of Gop, and un-
thankful for his kindnefles, rebellious againft his authority, and
difobedient to his government and laws? Do you not believe,
that he is juftly offended, and that you are expofcd to his righ-
teous difpieafure, for your ingratitude and difobedience? s
there not fomething within you, that fccrctlfr whilpers, this will
rot do;; that you are in a bad way, living a life of fin that leads
down to everlalting mifery? Qught you not to be humbled be-
fore Gop, repent of your fins, renounce and turn from them
with your whole hearts? You undoubtedly know in your own
confciences, that this is your duty: why then, my dear youth,
are things of fuch infinite importance negleted, and every trifle
preferred before them?

UnAcQUAINTED, as [ fuppofe you to be, with true religion,
you have undoubtedly been intormed, that a gracious Gobp has
pitied your miferable eftate, provided for you an all-fufficient
Saviour, and fent him into the world to redeem you from fin
and ruin by his own precious blood. You have been called to
repentance, and had the offer of pardon and cternal life throuzh
the merits and interceflion of Jesus CHRisT. Pray, what
improvement have you made of thefe tender mercies, thefe rich
and unmcrited favours? Have you hearkened to, and obeyed,
the gracious cail? Have you rcpented of fin, and embraced
your Saviour? Have you returned to Gop, and devoted your-
felves to his fervice? Is Jesus CHRIST precious to your fouls,
is he altogetber lovely and the chicfeft ameng tem thewpand ? Do
you not know that this ought to be the cafe; and that it is
your great fin and mifery, if it is not? Do not comfort your-
felves in ignorance, and fzy, you know but little, and where kit-
tle is grven, little will be requived. You certainly know much
more than you practife; aad might, under all your difadvan-
tages, know much more than you do, if you weald carefully
amprove fuch advautages as you enjoy. |

I wourdp
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I wouLb recommend it to you, my young friends, to retire,
~ at leaft for once, by yourfelves: ferioufly meditate on the ma-
jelty, holinels and goodnels of Gob; realize that he is every
where prefent, and conftantly viewing your hearts, and all your
actions. Coufider that this Gobp is your Creator, your law-
wer and judge; and that you muit foon ftand at his awful
ar, and give an account to gim of every word ard every achi-
on. Carctully examine yourielves, what you have done, and
what is the ftate of your fouls; whether you have truly repent-
ed of your fins, or whether you have lived in the love and
practice of them; whether you are in the way that leads to
heaven and glory, or that which leads down to the chambers
of death and defpair; and whether you are prepared for the ap-
proaching hour of death, and for a folemn appearance before
your judge. Place yourfelves as in the preience of a holy heas:-
fcarching Gop, and duly confider fuch fcriptures as thefe, Ex-
ccpt @ man be born again be cannot [ee the kingdom of Gop. Ex-
cctt ye repent, ye fball all bkewife peryh. He that behevcth and is
baptized flall be javed, and be that believeth net frall be darmnec.
Kcemember thefe are the words of Jesus CHRrisT, who never
fpake any thing rafhly, and whofe words will ftand, when hea-
ven and earth are palied away.  Search into their truc fpiritual
meaning, and ex2mine whether you have been born again;
whether you bave fincerely repented of your fins, and truly be-
lieve in CHRIsT, to the falvation of your fouls. If you are
convirced that this is not the cafe, or care nothing ahout it, I
muft kindly, but raithfully, tell ?'ou that you are in a very mi-
fcrable ftate, according to the plain and cxprefs werds of JE-
sts CHRIsT; his words fhut the gatc of hcaven againdt you,
and doom your precious fouls to perifh in all the excruciating
anguith and unutterable hcrrors of damnation. Cun you be
ealy in fuch a ftate as this? Can you flcep in peace, can you
riie up and be merry, can you purfue your fports and diverfi-
ors, and profccute your worldlv bufinefs with cheerfulnefs,
while you are in fuch a deplorable condition? You are, my
r mifcrable vouth, hanging over cverlafting burnings by
the briutle thread of lite, and by your fins provoking the Ar-
MIGHTYV to cut that thread afundcr, and fufter you to fink for-
ever into the yawning gulph of hell. Tremble at the thought
of your dreadful condinon, and of thofe heavy mountains of
vengeance that hang over you ; humbly bow before the Lorp,
with broken hearts confefs and bewail your manifold fins, and
with fuitable earnefinefs feek that grace which you abfolutely
nced, and without wiiich you muift forever perith. Do not de-
fer this till you are old, plead for no delay; now in the prime
of life, in the bivom and vigour of your youth, feck the Lorb,
fcek
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fcck an intereft in his fpecial favour, feek him as your richeft
portion, and devote yourfelves unrefervedly, and forever, to his
fervice. A gracious Gob invites you; the arms of mercy are
open to receive you; a compaflionate Jesus calls you: calls

ou from fin to holinefs, from darknefs to li:ht, from the pow-
er of fatan to Gop, from the groans of hell, to the ineffuble
joys of heaven,

Now my friends, Minifters, ruling Elders, Parents and
Children, permit me tenderly and carneftiy to cntreat, and fo-
lemnly to charge you, to pay a ferious re2ard to what you have
heard. Forget the meannefs of the writer, and duly attend to
the infinite importance of the fubje&. As far as 1 know my
ewn heart, my aim has been to promote your fpiritual and eter-
nal intereft ; and for that reafon I have not ufed flattering
words, but have ftudied plainnefs and honefty in my addrefles to
you.

As T have before intimated, I believe we are, as to the power
and practice of religton, a degenerate, fallcn branch of the chrif-
tian church ; that the glory is departed, and the crown falen
from our heads ; that we have in heart and in practice forfaken
Gop, and that he has confequently forfaken us. Though we
ft:i"* re*~in amongft us the true doétrincs of the reformation,
vet I greatly fear, yea I venture certainly to foretel, that unlefs
there 1s foan a revival of the power and practice of religion
amongft us, a revival amongft Minifters and People, the moft
pernicious errors will come in upon us like a lood. A gene-
ral corruption will enfue, or divifions will take place, and we
thall fplit into parties. The true doétrines of the reformation,
of {alvation through the free and fovereign grace of Gop, and
ﬁd;ﬂt{\}ption through the atoning blood of fests CurisT, will

oft.

WitH a mind imprefled with a fenfe of this, and as in the
fight and prefence of almighty Gop, I would earneftly urge,
and folemnly charge you, duly to confider your faller ftate, re-
turn to Gob with your whele hearts, humble yourfelves at the
footftool of his throne, and plead with fervency of fpirit that he
would return in mercy, and revive the things that remain that are
ready to dic.

BY thcextreme fhortnefs and uncertainty of life, and the
fpeedy and certain approaches of death and eternity—BY all
the wilds and temptations of the devil, which are employed for

the deftruction of your fouls ; and that infernal rage with which
be
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be goes about fecking whom he may devour—BY all the allure-
ments of riches, honour, and pleafure ; and all the pernicious
influence of bad company—BY all your inward lufts and cor-
ruptions, which threaten your eternal deftruétion—~BY the
commanding authority of the great Jenovan, and the firict
requirements of his holy law—DBY ailthe fevere and tremendous
curfes, written in the book of Gop againft guilty offenderse—
BY the juftice and holinfs of that Goub, whe is of purer eyes
than to behold evil, and who will ly ne means clear the guilty—
BY all the exquifite pains and calamities of lifc, infliéted be-
caufe of fin—BY all the terrors of divine vengeance and heavy
mountains of burning wrath and fiery indignation, that hang
over your guilty heads—DBY all the (readful confequences of
being forfoken of Gob as a fociety, and given up to ftrong
delufions, to fin, and to eternal ruin—BY all the bounties of
a kind providence you enjoyin life, which ought to melt your
hearts, and lead you to repentance—DBY the amazing love of
Gob to guilty finners, in fending his Son to die for their re-
demption—BY the tender heart, the overflowing compaflion,
and melting dying love of theblefled Jrsus—BY tne deep humi-
liation of his birth, the afflictions, pains, labour and difgrace of
his life—BY his deep forrows, amazement, agon) and bloody
fweat in the garden—BY the murderous deceit and treachery
of Judas—IBY his falfc accufation and unjuft condemnation, the
bufteting and fpitting, the fcorn and derifion, the crucl {courge
and the crown of thorns—BY the accurfed tree, on which he
bore our fins in his own body, the nails which pierced his
hands and his fcet, his laft groans and cries on the crofs, and
the bloody fpear that pierced his facred fidle—UBY the winding
fheet and the t~mb, his refurre€tion and glorious afcenfion—
BY the kind offers, gracious entrcaties, melting invitations and
precious promifes ot the gofpel——BY all the means of grace,
opportunities of inftruction, good books, feafons of prayer, fo-
lemn fermons, and facraments you enjoy—BY the fpeedy ap.
proaches of your own death, and the terrors of departing un-
der the angry frowns of heaven—BY the great uncertainty
and precarious nature of a dcath-bed repentance ; the felf-up-
braidings, fevere accufations, and infupportable horrors of a
guilty enraged conicience, in a dying hour—BY your final
appearance in th prefence of that Gop who weigheth the moun-
tains in [cales and the hills in a balance, who will come in flaming
fire to take vengeance on the wicked—BY all the dreadfull

majeftic and Godlike folerrnities of the day of judgment—B

the laft and final fentence of, Come ye blefled, or Depart accurfed—
BY all the exquiite torments of hell, the unutterable groans

cf the dzamned, the ftreams I?f fire and brimftone, the weeping
and

| TR
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and wailing and gnafhing of teeth, thq never-dying worm, and
all the gloomy horrors of eternal defpair—BY all the happinets
of hesven, the fprings of cverlafting pleafure, the ineffable joys
of paradife, the glorious maniions of reft, the rich inheritance
of heaven, the immo-tal honour, the unfading crowns of glory—
BY thee, I fay, and whatcver elfe is facred, iolemn and en-
dearing, I would with all humility, earneftnefs, and tender-
nefs of affection entreat and befeech you iminediately, diligently
and earncftly to engage in the great and important work of re-
liggm. Crv, O, cry, unto Gop with fervency of fpirit, that
h%’d return in mercy, and vifit his dying churches ; that
the SPir1T of the LcrRD may be upon his Minifters, and that
they may be ancinted to preach the gofpel, and difpente its ordi-
nances, in a manne: aZreeable to the mind of Gob ; that care-
lefs finners may be awakened, and multitudes added to the
church, fuch as thail be faved ; that the languithing people of
Gop may be quickencd and comforted ; that parents may no
longer trifle with the ordinance of baptiim or the precious fouls
of their children ; and that children and youth may no longer
dithonour their Maker and fink their own fouls into ruin, by
finfi:i pleafurcs, contempt of the divine mercies, and the vio-
lation of G%D's righteous laws. Now is the accepted time,
now is the day o falvation ; fo-day of you will hear his voice,
bara:m not ysir bearts ; now is the rich feafon of grace, now hea-
ven ‘iin you offer, the arms of mercy are open to receive you,
Gobp the Fat1: calls you, the compaflionat: REDEEMER calls
vou, the SPIR:T and the bride fay come, all nature warns
you to fly from ruin, and joins to invite you to holinefs, hap-
nirefs, and immortal glory. Improve the prefent feafon, ftir
up your fouls to take hold of Gobp, and rewlve never to let
L:m gzo, until he return in mercy, vifit your fouls, and abun-
duatly blefs his churches,

May the Gobp of glory and of grace, with whom is the
reficue of the SpiriT, beftow upon you all the riches of his
goodnefs, and follow with his blefling this feeble effay.

AMEN axp AMEN.,
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