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why itisfo?
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ADVERTISEMENT.

* AS no other perfon ever faw this Perfor-
mance, before it was committed to the
Prefs ; therefore, the Author alone is ac-

- countable for what it contains.
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- TO THE READER.

MBITION to commence an Author, was not the .

caufe of this Difcourfe now appearing in print : but
the importunity of fome perfons, who heard part of it
preached, prevailed to let it come forth unto public view.—
And as thefe perfons were part of my paftoral charge, for
whom I ought to watch, as one who muft give an account,
1 durft not reject their continued requett.

The times feem alfo to call for appearances, by all lovers
of the truth, againft error and immorality. To ufe the ex-
preflions of an elegant writer,—¢ The {pirits of infidelity
and of berefy are broken loofe upon us ; and with a rapid
violence they threaten the moft difmal effects; to which a
Laodicean lethargy hath given, and ftill continues to give,
the greateft encouragement.* '

And it is very remarkable, that Chrift no fooner appeared
in our nature, to put away fin by the [acrifice of Himfelf, than
he was perfecuted both by earth and by hell.  Herod fought
the young child to deftroy him, Mat. ii 13.—Jefus was led
up of the fpirit into the wildernefs, to be tempted of the devil,
Mat, iv. 1.—And he was forely perfecuted, by both Herod
and the devil.

In like manner, the malice of heretics hath been, and ftill
continues to be, directed againfi Jefus Chrift, the Son of the
living God. For this purpofe was the Son of God manifefied,
that he might deftroy the works of the devil, 1 John iii. 8. fee
Heb. ii. 14.—And, therefore, the devil, and all his agents,
dire&t their malice, in a fpecial manner, againft'the Son of
God. Accordingly, the rage of the heathen, and the con-
fpiracy of rulers, are faid to be againt the Lord, and againft

“his Anointed, Pf.ii. 1, 2. fee A&siv. 25, 26, 27. And
the deniers of Chrift’s proper Godhead, made their appea-
rance at a very early period of the Chriftian zra.

The juftly celebrated Mofheim informs us, that among the
various fets that troubled the peace of the Chriftian church,
in the ficlt century, the leading one was that of the Gnoftics.
Thefe enthufiaftic, and felf-i%xﬂicient philofophers, boafted
of their ability to reftore mankind to the knowledge of the
true and Supreme Being, which had been loft in the worid.
Their notions concerning Jefus Chrift were impious and ex-
travagant, They denied his Deity—looking upon him as

A2 inicrior
* The Univerfal Magazine for April 1789, vol. 84. London, in an
Eflay on thg End of the World. - '




iv TO THE READER.

inferior to the Father ; and they rejected his humanity, upos
the fuppofition that every thing concrete and corporeal, is
in itfelf effentially and intrinfically evil. From hence, the
greateft part of the Gnoftics denied that Chrift was cloathed
with a real body, and that he fuffered really, for the fake of
mankind  They maintained, that he came to mortals with
no other view, than to deprive the tyrants of this world of
their influence over the virtuous. And, deftroying the em-
pire of thefe wicked fpirits, to teach mankind how they
wight feparate the divine mind from the impure body, and
render the former worthy of being united to the Father of
{pirits. *

Jerome alfo informs us. that when John the Apoftle and
Evangehﬂ' was in Afia. the errors.of Cerinthus, ‘of Ebion,
and of others, who denied that Chrift was come in the fleh,
fprung up: and, that John calls thefe hererics Antnchnﬁ
in his epnﬂle—-See 1 Johnii. 22, 23. - It is faid, that Cerin-
“thus and Fbion denied Chrilt’s Godhead. And Jerome fays,
that John was urged, at.thar time, to write concerning the
Godhead of our Savicur, by many in Afia.  And at laft he
complied with the requeit, if they would appoint a General
Fatt, and all pray unto God for his fpirit. . Upon this, John
is faid to have a revelation from heaven, whlch runs thus:
In the brginning was the Word ; and the Werd was. with God ;
and the Whrd was God. . The Jame was in the beginning with
God.+ And, it is very probable, from the general fcope of
the gofpel arcordmg to John, that. the book .was written
againit thefe penicious errors of Ccrmthus, Ebion, and other
heretics.  For, he infifts more in'proving Chrift’s proper
Ggdhead, than any other of the Evangelifts : and he pro-
duces his miracles, as inconteftible proofs thereof. This
great Apoftle of Chrift, confefled his Mafter’s name before
men, when he was openly denied in the world. - - .
. But, further, in relation to the demal of Chrlﬁz’s proper
‘Godhead :

Elipandus, archblfhop of Toledo, and prlmate of all Spain,
a very learned man, began to” maintain, in 783, that Jefus
Chrift was not God’s own Son : and, that if the Father call-
ed him his Son, it was only by adoptzon. Severals exclaim-
ed loudly againft this error of Elipandus—As Beatus, an
Afturian prictt ; and Etherius, bithop of Ofmu. Beatus
wrote two books againft this error, Whlch are preferved in

manufcript

" * Mofheim's Eccleﬁaﬁlcal Hlftm‘y, ancient and modern, vol. I. ceat. i:
pages i3 aud 112 t+. Hiecon. Lat.'Proem. in Matth.
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v
manufcript in the archives of the church of Toledo ; and are
inferted in the Bibliotheque des Peres. ‘ But Elipandus fhill
maintained this herely, with greater obftinacy ; and feverals
were taken in his fnare. Pope Adrian wrote warmly ‘to
feveral bifhops, who had gone into this error, to renounce
it But after all, Felix, bifhop of Urgel, a very learned man,
of great reputation in Catalonia, reccived the herefy of
Elipandus, by means of a flattering letter from him.* "
" The fe& of the Socinians arofe in Italy, in the States of
Venice, about the year 1546. They attacked the myfteries
of the Trinity and Incarnation. They taught, that there
was but one perfon in God ; that Jefus Chrift was not God,
but a man born of the Virgin Mary, by the power of the
Holy Ghotft ; and that the Holy Ghoft was not a perfon, but
a fimple virtue of God. Some bold and loofe perfons, be.
gan to vent that doftrine in private meetings. There was
about forty of that cabal, among whom was Lalius Socinus,
whofe name was afterwards given to thofe of that fe&t.— -
Upon being difcovered, they were forced to fly,—~fome to
Tranfylvania, others to Hungary, and a part of them to
the Turkith dominions. Socinus travelled, and inftilled his
fentiments into feveral perfons, particularly in Poland and -
Moravia. Socinianifm wasalfo promoted by Fauftus Socinus,
at Sienna, a noted city of Italy, in Tufcany, about 1555.—
Michael Reves, known by the name of Servetus, a Spaniard,
attacked the myftery of the Trinity. He went to Geneva
for refuge, and was condemned and burnt there, 1533.+

* . And, of late, Dr M‘Gill, one of the minifters of Ayr, and
his colleague, have made great ciforts for the revival and
propagation of Sociniani{fm in Scotland. Do&or M¢Gill’s
Pradtical Effay on the Death of Jefus Chrift ; and the pieces
publifhed by his colleague, are fufficient proofs of this.—
Many excellent pieces have been lately publithed in North
Britain, againft the heretical opinions, revived by thefe
minifters. ' g :

- This poor performance hath no pretenfions to equal the
many excellent publications on this important fubject. But
itis only defigned, as a fellow-labourer with them, however
far inferior, in contending for an effential part of that faith,
which was once delivered unto the faints, Jude, ver. 3. What
an eminent Scots divine {aid in relation to the Eraftian con-
troverfy, may be applied here : ¢ The controverfy is now

: hot :

* Hifiory of the Revolutions in Spain, ‘vol. 2, book 6, Revol. 3.
1 Du Pin’s Church Hiftory, vol. 4. cent. 16.
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hot : every faithful fervant of Chrift, will be careful to
deliver his own foul by his faithfulnefs, and let the Lord do
what feemeth him good. The caule is not ours,—but
Chrift’s. It ftands him upon his honour, his crown, his
laws, his kingdom. Our eyes are towards the Lord, and
we will wait for a divine decifion of. the bufinefs : For the
Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our
Ki;%, be will fave us, If, xxxiii. 22.%”

~ Truth is the great and only obje& of purfuit in this per-
formance. And, therefore, to the protetion of the God
of truth it is recommended, by him who is,

CHR1sT14N READER,
Thine to ferve thee in the gofpél of Chritt,

CurcHIE-HILL, DEC. }

31, 1792.
» JAMES REID.

¢ The Rev. George Gillefpie’s Aaron’s Rod, book 2. chap. 1. at the end.
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Whofe are the fathers, and of whom, as concerning the ﬂﬁ,
- Chrift came, who is over all, God bleffed for ever. Amen.

THAT infpired writer, the great Apoftle of the Gentiles,
R in the firft part of this divine epiftle ‘to the Romans,
proves both Jews and Gentiles to be under fin. Then he
explains the gofpel-way of falvation, by free grace, through
the Lord Jefus Chrift. Having pointed out the fore, he
difcovers the remedy.—He enlarges particularly upon the
capital benefits of the new covenant, juftification and fanéi-
fication, which all believers in Chrift enjoy, chapters fifth
and fixth. And, he informs the people of God, that altho’
they have a continued fpiritual warfare, while in this world ;
yet, being under the fpecial influences of God’s Spirit and

ace, all things work together for their good ; and, they fhall

e brought to the full pofleffion of immortal glory at laft,
chapters feventh and eighth.

In the ninth chapter, he fhews his great affe@tion and
concern for the Jews, his brethren and kinfmen according
to the flelh. Here, he anticipates an obje&ion, which might
be raifed relative to his following dotrine, concerning the
rejection of the Jews, and the calling of the Gentile nations.
What is here recorded, refpe&ing the calling of the Gentiles,
is a meffage which I have received from heaven ; and argues
no prejudice in me, againft mine own nation. Accordingly,
he proceeds to clear himfelf of any. prejudice againft the
Jews, in the moft folemn manner, verfe fifth. He declares
his great forrow for their rejecion, verfe fecond : and, par-
ticularly, for their obftinacy and infidelity, the caufes there-
of, as may be gathered from what follows, efpecially from
the two laft verfes of the chapter. In the third verfe, he
fully declares his very ftrong affection for the welfare of his
kinfmen, according to the fleth. For I could wifb that myfelf -
were accurfed from Chrift, for my bretbren, my kinfmen ac-

€ording to the flefb~1 could with to undergo any temporal
, . calamities
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calamities for their good. Accordingly, the Arabic tranfla.
tion is, as the learned inform us, 7hat my body were an
anathema from Chriff. Bat the true meaning of ‘this ex«
preflion may be gathered, perhaps, from the ordinary form

. of fpeech among the Jews, May I be his expiation. Mai.
monides, the famous Jewith Rabbi, fays, that this form of
fpeech was ufed, to exprefs very great love or kindnefs to
any—My regard for you is exceeding great. Then, in the
fourth verfe, he enumerates the diftinguifhing privileges en-
joyed by the Jewifth nation. They were honoured with the
name which was divinely impofed upon the noble patriarch
Jacob, Leing Ifraelites. They had the dignity of being
God’s people, by external adoption, in preference to other
nations. They had the glory,—the ark and the temple,
where God was pleafed to manifeft his glorious prefence
with them, Pf. Ixxviii. 61« God had entered into coverant
-with them—See Gen. xv. 18. and xvii. 2, 7. Exod. xxxiv.
27. To them the Jaw was given, with great folemnity,
Exod. xx. And this is mentioned as a fpecial privilege of
the Jewifth nation, Deut. iv. 8. Befides the moral law,
they had the judicial and ceremonial law. They had the

~ Jfervice of God,—the true and pure worfhip of God fet up
amongft them, Deut. vi. 13. They had promifes pertain-

ing to this life, and unto that which is to come, particularly

concerning the Mefliah—See Exod. xx. 12. If. lv. 3. and
If. vii. 14. o ‘ .

Another diftinguithing privilege of the Jewifh nation was,
that they were lineally defcended from thofe great proge-
nitors, Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, and other holy fathers.—
Whofe are the fatheri—The plain meaning is, that Chrift,
who is the true God, and eternal life, by nature, 1 John
v. 20, took his human nature from thofe of the Jewifh

nation. It was indifputably a great honour to the Jews,
that the Great God took on him the [eed of Abraham, their-

honourable father, Heb. ii. 16.—and that with an intention
to redeem finful men, Gal. iv. 4, 5. _
The inlpired writer might have many reafons, for this
accurate enumeration of Jewith privileges, in preference to
other nations :—As, that he had fufficient ground to make
fuch a ftrong profeffion of his affection for them, as in verfe
third—That his account of their rejection, did not proceed
" from prejudice in him againft them ; but was the Lord’s
meflage to them, through his inftrumentality—That he had
van earneft defire they fhould comply with the gofpel.call;,
. . s an

1
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and fb come to the participation of thofe ineftimable benefits,
which he had formerly defcribed. And, the mention of
thefe glorious fprivileges, might be confidered as conducive
to their ready

r{hi.c.h was one great end of the Apoftle’s miniftrations among
hem. :

. Accordingly, the fcope of this place fully evinceth, that
the more dignified the perfon was, who had taken his human
nature from the ftock of the Jews, the greater proportion-
ably was their honour. ~The more dignified were their pri-
Vileges. And, mention of the derivation of Chrift’s human
nature, from the Jews, led the infpired writer natively, to
fpeak of his proper Godhead. The one could not be men-
tioned properly, without the other. And, the fcope of the

place fully evinceth, that mentioning the dignity of Chrift’s

perfon, tended greatly to enforce the Apoftle’s argument.
God over all, taking the human nature, from the ftock of the
Jews, was their dignified privilege, and unfpeakable honour.
Befides, Chrift is ufually exhibited in the holy Scriptures,
as both God and man, in two diftin@ natures and one per-
fon. ButlI find, that Socinian and Unitarian writers, are
careful never to inveftigate ferioufly the fcope of any place

. where their text lies ; left, perhaps, they fhould raife fpirits
that they cannot fo eafily lay.

The text then containis as flrong an atteftation, that Chrift
is God-man, as words can exprefs. The firft part of, the
verfe attefts his humar nature : and the laft part of it con-
tains that gloricus title, whereby the one living and true
God was known among the Jews-; which is here exprefsly
given to Chrift, who is over all, God blefféd for ever—To
which teftimony of -heaven, let all the churches fay, #4men.

From the words thus glanced, we obferve :—That our
Lord Jefus Chrift is ufually exhibited, in the holy Scriptures,
s both God and man, in two diftin& natures and one per-
fon ; to which important difcovery, all the churches fhould
fay, Amen. He is defcended of the Jews, as to his human
hature : and over all, God Welféd for ever ; which is fully
expreflive of his proper Godhead. ‘

For the illuftration of this great truth, the following me-

thod is humbly propofed, with a view to be profecuted,

through Divine affiftance.

1ft, To produce a few inftances of Chrift’s being ufually
exhibited, in the holy Scriptures, as both God and man, in
two diftin natures and one. perfon, which will afcertain

this truth. B 2dly, Tg¢

ubmiflion unto Chrift, in all his faving offices, -
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2dly, To prove, from the holy Scriptures, that our Lord
Jefus Chrift is the true God, co-effential, co-eternal, and

co-equal with God the Father, in every point of view, con-

fidered as God—0ver all, God bleffed for ever.

3dly, Make application. '

1. That our Lord jefus Chrift is both God and man, in
two dittinét natures and one perfon, is not obfcurely hinted,
in that firtt promife of grace, Gen. iii. 15. And I will put
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy feed and
her feed : it fball bruife thy kead, and thou fFalt bruife his
beel. By the woman’s feed here, as oppofed to Satan, is
indifputably meant our Lord Jefus Chrift, who, being over
all, God bleffed for ever, thould come of David and of Abra.
ham, and fo of Eve, according to the fleth, Rom, i. 3.—
For the was the mother of all living.* Chrift, as both God
and man, in two diftiné natures and one perfon, bruifed
Satan’s head. For this purpofe the Son of God was manifefts
ed, that he might deftroy the works of the devil, 1 John iii. 8,
And, while Chrift, who is over all, God bleffed for ever, de.

~ ftroyed the works of the devil, by his fufferings in the hu-

man nature ; it was only this nature Satan’s malice could
reach. For though he was crucified throagh weaknefs, yet
he liveth by the power of God, 2 Cor. xiii. 4. Satan, by his
means, brought about Chrift s fuffering in the human na-
ture, even unto death. But, Chrift being both Ged and
man, he effeGually deftroyed the works of the devil, when
he fufferéd in his human nature. He, or it, fhall bruife thy
head, and thou fhalt bruife his heel.

2. Our Lord Jefus Chrift is plainly and fully exhibited
as both God and man, in two diftin& natures and one perfon,
If. vii..14. and ix. 6. In the feventh chapter, it is faid,—
Behold, a virgin fhall conceive, and bear a Son, and fhall call
his name Immanuel. This name is interpreted, God with us,
Mat. i. 23. And, this prediction is exprefsly faid. there, to
be fulfilled in the birth of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which
proves his exhibition to the church, as both God and man,
in two diftin& natures and one perfon. That, in the gth of
1faiah is ftill more fully to the purpofe—For unto us a child is
born, unto us a fon is given, and the government fhall be upon.
bis fboulder, and his name (ball be called Wonderful, Coun-
fellor, The mighty God, The everlaftirg Father, The Prince
of Peace. Here, the fame perfon, who is faid to be a child
born unto us, is alfo called, The mighty God. 'The Son given

. us,
* See Ainfworth on the plase. :
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us, is declared to be, The everlafling Father : Or, as it is in
the Hebrew, The Father of eternity. He was fet up from
everlafting, who became man, in the fuluefs of timé. He
is unto everlatting God, who was made of a woman,
made under the Jaw, Gal. iv. 4, 5

3. Our Lord Jefus Chrift is evidently exhibited unto the
church, as both God and man, in two diftin& natares and
one perfon, Micah, v. 2. But thou, Bethlehem kphratab,
though thou be little among the thoufands of Juduh, yet sut of
thee fball he come forth unto me, who is to be ruler in Ifrael ;
whofe goings forth have been from of old, from everlafting.
It is indifputable, that this is to be underftood of our Lord
Jefus Chrift, The Spirit of God, exprefsly, applies it unto
him, Mat. ii. 4, 5,6. It is equally evident, that two things
are very obfervable in this text : Firft, a temporal a&, name-
ly, the birth of Chrift, exprefled by thefe words, out of thee

all be come forth unto me : Secondly, his goings forth from
everlafiing. And, this temporal a&, Chrift’s birth in the
fulnefs of time, is obvioufly fet here, in oppofition to his
goings forth from the days of eternity. Accordingly, the
waords exhibit Chrift very piainly, as both-God and man, in
two diftin& natures and one perfon.

4. Our Lord Jefus Chrift is very plainly fet forth, as both
God and man, in two diftinét natures and one perfon, in the
New Teftament. W e have full evidence of this, Johai. 1.
compared with the 14th verfe of the fame chapter. The
Word was God, verfe 1ft : And the Word was made ficfh, and
dwelt among us, verfe 14th.  God was manifefl in the flefh,
1 Tim. iii. 16 —Let all thefe inftances be joined with the
plain words of the text : and, then, it will certainly appear,
that our Lord Jefus Chrift is ufually exhibited, in the holv
Scriptures, as both God and man, in two diftin& nargres and
one perfon.

I have been very brief here, becaufe I defign, God wifl-
ing, to fpend my flrength on the next head of the dodrine,
with the application :—But this head, already difcufled, ap-
peared to me very neceflary to be well underitood, by thofe
who would know Chrift—And, it will be found ferviceable
for the right.underftanding of fevera! texts of holy writ : As,
John x. 30, Fand my Father are one, fays Chrift. . And again,
My Father is greater than I, John xiv. 28. Chrift apd his
Father are eflentially one. And, his Father is greater than

He, when Chrift is confidered as man, or in his Luwmiliation-
flate, in the form of a fervant.
B2 We
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We come now unto the fecond thing propofed in our
method : To prove, from the holy Scriptures, that our
Lord Jefus Chrift is the true God, co-effential, co-eternal,
and co-equal with God the Father,—in every point of view
confidered as God. = T e e
We have many ftrong teftimonies, in the holy Scriptures,
that Chrift is of the fame eflence with God the Father : As,
I and my Father are one, John x. 30. " The context proves,
that Chrift fpake thefe words. ~ And, here we are fofficient-
ly guarded, in the firft place, againft the Sabellian error ;
confounding the Father and the Son into one and the fame
perfon.  ‘They taught, that there was no diftinction be-
tween the perfons of the Trinity. " But, the very compella-
tion, My Father; declares a perfonal diftintien: ‘ And, as
often as Chrift calls God Father, he acknowledges this per-
. fonal diftintion. ‘And, he further teftifies here, that He
and his Father are one. . Oné eflénce ; one’ thing. -~ The
original language will not admit another fenfe, -*And, the
fcope of the place fully declares, 'in what fenfe Chrift and
the Father are one, ': They are one in omnipotence, to pre-
ferve the fheep, fo that none c¢an deftroy them.*' And, there-
fore, they are indifputably one in nature ; one in effence.—
While Chrift then acknowledgeth,  that there is a real per-
fonal diftinction between himfelf and the Father ; he ‘alfe
pofitively afferts, that there isan eflential unity." .J and my
Father are one. .. The eflential unity : of the Father and of
Chrift, is alfo very clearly exprefled, - John xiv. g, 10, 51,
In the ninth verfe it ‘is {aid, Fefus faith unto him, he whe
hath feen me-hath feen the Father—I am the exprefs chas
ra&er of the Father. - :And, accordingly, in feeing the one;
vou muft fee the other.’t. Verfe: 10th, BeIievc]% thou not
that I am in the Father, and the Father in me ? Verfe 11th,
"Believe me that I am in the Father,” and the Father in me.~—
No words can be more plain to our ‘purpofe than thefe:
And, there appears to be a fpecial emphafis on the word in,
as it is ‘here ufed.. ‘We have ftated the perfonal diftin&ion
before, between the Father and the Son, in oppofition to
the Sabellians. - And, therefore, we fhall not enter upon
" that fubject again, - However, it ought to be carefully at.
tended unto- here, as it is a real foundation for the eftablith-
ment of our do@rine. For, if there is a real perfonal diftinc-
tion between the Father and:Chrift, as the facred texts, al-
ready mentioned, fufficiently prove ; then -this mutual in-
exiftence of thefe divine perfons, muft be underftood guoad
e e b ey e, el effentiamy
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effentiam, as to the effence, which they have in common:
1 am in the Father, fays Chrift with an’emphatical redupli-
cation, and the Father in me. Thefe words clearly denote
"a mutual in-exiftence of God the Father; and of God the
Son, in each other. And, this mutual in-exiftence is not to
be underftood, fo far as we can form any opinion of this
fublime myftery, with relation to their perfonality, but in
refped of their nature, or eflence. The Father and Chrift
are two diftinét perfons ; but one in their effence. " |
**"This great foundation-truth, may be further confirmed
and illuftrated, by the exprefs declaration of the Holy Spirit,
when he identifies this unity. To fet the matter in a clear
light, let that facred text be confidered : For there are three
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Ghoft ; and thefe three are one, 1 John v. 7. Now,
the quettion at prefent is, How may we know certainly, in
what fenfe thefe three divine perfons are one ?—I anfwer,
by the language of the fame Spirit, who is the author of
. thefe words, where he declares exprefsly in what fenfe they
are one ; as, Deut. vi. 4. Hear, O-Ifrael ; the Lord our God
s one Lord. In the original, it is, one Fehovah. Now, Fe-
havah is allowed by the learned, to be a name of effence ;
fo, we are told, the Hebrew Rabbins rightly called it.*
‘The "learned Broughton, in his tranflition of the book of
Job, often renders Jehovah, The Efernal. This is alfo al.
Iowed to be the incommunicable name of God, which is
never given direcly to any creature. This expreflion then,
muft certainly paint at the effential unity, which is among
the three divine perfons. And, it feems plainly to fay, that
- thefe three perfons are one in eflence, one eternal, one God.
The very léarned and judicious Ainfworth; in his Annota-
tions on this place, fays; ¢ Here it is probable, that Mofes
clofely taught the unity of the Godhead, and trinity of per-
fons.” ¢ And thus, fays he, many do underftand thefe words.
+ Befides, it is’ exprefsly faid, Mark xii, 32. There is one
God. i"And,: 1 Cor. viii. 4, 6. There is none other God but
one : and, to'us there is but one God. Accordingly, while
the holy Scriptures acknowledge three divine perfons, in the
plaineft terms, they alfo pofitively maintain, that there is
but one God.' > It is then certain, that this onene/s muft be
underftood of the unity of the Godhead, or divine nature,
equally found in all thefe glorious perfons. Thus we have
L T proven,

¢ See Edwards’s Body of Diviniti, vol. 1. page 45. and Greenhill on
Ezek. voi. 1. chap. i. ver. 28, ,
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proven, that Chrift is of the fame nature with God the
Father, whatever the enemies of this glorious truth may

- fay to the contrary. This is the true God and eternal life,

1 John v. 20. v

I am forewarned, that they who would crucify to them.
felves the Son of God afrefh, and put the Redeemer of men
to an open fhame, fay, that he is God only by office, but not

by nature. One writer exprefsly affirms concerning Chrift,

that ¢ As angels, and even earthly governors, are called
Gods in Scripture ; fo he is fometimes, in a n.ore eminent
fenfe, ftiled a God : not on account of his metaphyfical nature
or effence, (which the Scripture- faith not a word of,) but
on account of the dominion or government, which God hath
committed to him, for the eternal falvation of men.” *

This is a very bold affertion indeed : but the writer would
have done better, if he had kept back his affertion, until he
had produced his evidence. I hope, we have given already
fufficient evidence to the contrary. But as-the glory of our

~ adorable Redeemer is particularly concerned here, permit

me to advance a few things, in confutation of fuch a blal-
hemous do&rine. . .
" In the firft place, we obferve, that they who are men by
nature, and called Gods only on account of their office, in the
holy Scriptures, are always called Gods with fuch plain limi-
tations, as are fully expreflive of what they are by nature.
‘We fhall begin with Mofes, who was made a God to Pha.
raoh :—And the Lord faid unto Mofes, [ee, I have made thee
a God to Pharaoh : and Aaron thy brother fhall be thy prophet,
Exod. vii. 1. I the Lord have made or given thee for a God :
«¢ that is, one to whom the word of God fhall come, and:
by whom it fhall be made known to Aaron, and fo to Pha.
rach.” This is the interpretation of the learned and judi- -
cious Ainfworth. Accordingly, they are called Gods, ynto
whom the word of God came, John x. 35.—See alfo Exod.;
iv. 15, 16, Here then, Mofes is exprefsly faid to be made”
a God. He was one to whom the word of God came : and fo:
is fpoken of with fuch limitation, as fufficiently denotes that
he was only a creature ; a man by nature. T
But where is Chrift {aid to be made a God? or to be called
a God, on account of the word of God coming to him ?—
Let our adverfaries produce one inftance of this in the facred -
page. When they cannot do this, it certainly appears, that
they have no foundation for their blafphemous affertion, in
: ; B - the
* Bourn’s Difcourfes on various Subjes, vol. 2. Difc. 6. London, ‘1763,
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the word of Ged. Their do&rine is a very great flranger
to the word of God; and can no more ftand before that
quick and powerful word, than Dagon could ftand before
the ark. .

Gods are alfo fpoken of with limitation, in the book of
Pfalms. 1 have faid, Ye are Gods s but ye fhall die like men,
and fall like one of the princes, Pf. lxxxii. 6, 7.

This Pfalm appears to be addrefled unto the magiftrates,
or judges, of Ifrael. And, earthly governors are here call-
ed Gods, not on account of their nature, but by reafon of
their office, as Cajetan well obferves, in his commentary on
the place.  This is well attefted by what follows ;——But ye

Jhall die like men. They are alfo here called Children, or
Sons, of the Moft High. They, appear evidently to be fo
_ called here, on account of the eminence of their flation, to
which they were advanced under the providence of the Mo
* High. Accordingly, it follows—And fall like one of the
princes. That is, of the other princes of the world, accord-
ing to Ainfworth. And, this fall feems to be from the
eminence of their ftation ;* and by.a cruel and violent death.
~ Now, no fuch thing is ever {fpoken concerning Chrift, in
the holy Scriptures. 'The contrary is fully declared there.
In the text, heis proven to be over all, God bleffed for ever.
This is the chara&er of the true God ; and is never given to
any creature, whether in office, or out of office.—This is
fufficiently attefted, kph. iv. 6. with Rom. i. 25. One God
and Father of all, who is above all. Who is bleffed for ever. -
When thefe texts are read with attention, it will be found,
that the true God is here diftinguithed from all creatures, by
this charater—God alone can be above all, or over all.—
And, He alone is bleffed for ever. Therefore, this text
alone fufficiently proves, that Chrift is God by nature, and
not by office. And hereby, all the blafphemous aflertions
of Socinians, or Unitarians, on this fubjeé are for ever over-
- thrown, ,

Befides, Chrift is uniformly called Ged, in the holy Scrip-
‘tures, in the fame abfolute fenfe in which the Father is call-
ed God. For proof of this, fee 1f. ix. 6. where he is called
The Mighty God.- John i. 1. 1 lim. iii. 16. and iv. 10.
where he is called 7 be Living God, 1 John v. 20. Upon the
fame principle then, that Chrift is faid to be God only by
office, you may fay, that the Father is God only by office :

" and fo there will be no God by nature. The jo0l hath faid
. m
* Vid. Gejer. in lec.
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in bis beart, There is no Cod, Pf. xiv. 1. And the Socinians,”
or Unitarians, are fuch fools, as will more fully appea?,
very foon, God willing. o
urther ; The enemies of Chrift obje agiinft the per-

fonal ditin&tion, between the perfons of the Trinity, and
their effential Unity, that they canndt comprehiend it with
their reafon. 1t is an article of the Sdcinian cieed, That
human reafon is the {tandard of divine revelation. Accord-
ingly, one fays, Nikil credi poteft, quod a ratione capi et intel.
ligi nequeat—Nothing can be believed, whicli cannot be
comprehended by reafori.—This is given for a tule by a
Socinian.* - '

This do@rine is equally monftrous, as that of tranfubftan-
tiation. If we believe nothing, but what we can comptehend
with our reafon, we will believe nothing at all. However,
it is abfurd beyond imagination, to think thdt human reafon
fhould, or could, comprehend the contents of divine revela-
tion. The contents of divine revelation are divine things.
And, human reafon can never judge concerning the pro-
priety of thefe. Every principle of truth muft be confined
into its own objeft. This is fully proven, and well illuftrat.
ed, by an eminent Englith divine, a member of the Weft.
minfter Affembly. < gfo feek out fpiritual things,” fays
he, ¢ by the fagacity of reafon, were to plow with an ot
and an afs. Senfus non fallitur circa proprium objecium—s
Senfe is not deceived in judging of its own proper obje&.”
If fenfe and reafon make no other report than this ; this is
the ftate of things, according to our principles : This is the
appearance of things to us. Senfe and reafon may be ad-
mitted for true witneffes : But; if they will be wife, beyond
what is written in their book, and fay, This is the only,
abfolute, true appearance of things; becaufe this is the
appearance which things make to us. Now fenfe and rea-
fon become blind guides, and will lead you into the ditch.
Spiritual things are fpiritually difcerned. But the natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ; for they are
Joolifbmefs unto him ; neither can be know them, becaufe they

" are fpiritually ¥ifcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. By proportion,
fenfual things are fenfually difcerned : Rational things are
" rationally difcerned. You cannot reach the things of reafon

by the hand of fenfe, though it be ftretched out like Jero-
boam’s towards the prophet. You cannot underftand fpi-
ritual

* See Principal Withart’s Theologia, vol. 2. Serm. 106. and Mr J.
Goodwin’s Hagiomaftix. fet., 9o. :
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Co ye and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, Mat. xxviii.
19.. Al men fhould honour the Son, even as they honour the
Father, John v. 23. And, when John faw vifions of God,
he heard every creature in heaven and in earth, faying,
Bleffing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him who
Jitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever,
Rev. v. 13.—See Rev. vii. 9, 10. All the angels of God
are commanded to worthip Chrift, Heb. i. 6. Here we
have what is called in the fchools, argumentum a majore ad
minus : a reafoning from the greater to the lefler. And,
the meaning is, that when all the angels of God ought to
worthip Chrift, men, who are inferior creatures, ought to
do fo alfe. Accordingly, we are told, that his difciples
worfhipped him, Luke xxiv. 52. We are commanded to
believe in Chrift, equally as in the Father, John xiv. 1.
. Ye believe in God, believe alfo in me. They are blefled who
truft in the Lord, Pf. xxxiv. 8.—They are alfo blefled
who truft in Chrift, Pf,ii. 12.—See John iii. 16. But
curfed is he who trufteth in man, and maketh flefh his arm.

Grace and peace are fought from Chrift equally as from
the Father, Rom. i. 7. 1 Cor. i. 3. 2 Cor. i. 2. Gal. i. 3.
Eph. i. 2. Comfort and effablifhment are fought equally
from Chrift as from the Facher, 2 Thefl. ii. 16, 17. The
folemn benedition is pronounced equally in the nanie of the
Trinity, 2 Cor. xiii. 14.—See Rom, xvi. 20.

All thefe things certainly prove, that Chrift is equal to"
God the Father, in every point of view confidered as God ; .
and fo is Gad by nature—God over all, bleffed for ever.—
Thus we have finithed the do&rinal part. :

ArPLiCATION. Since our Lord Jefus Chrift is ufvlally
cexhibited to the church, as both God and man, in two
ditin& natures and one perfon; then, we may juftly infer
from this exhibition, that the redemption of fallen man was
more coltly to God, than the creation of the world, The
creation of the world colt God only a word, * And God faid,
Let there be light » and there was light, Gen. i. 3.—See the
whole chapter. But the redemption of man was effected by
God’s fending his own Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, Gal. iv. 4, 5. When Chrift came to feek and fave
that which was loft, he behoved to have a fpecial ordination
for that purpofe. Who verily was fore-erdained before the
JSoundation of the world. but was manifeft in thefe laft times
for you, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19, 20. He behoved to have a par-
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ticular commiflion, for the execution ef this unparaHelled
work, under the great fcal of heaven—=See John vi. 27.
A body was to be prepared for hin, Heb. x. 5. In the
great work of our eternal redemption, God not only fpeaks ;
but the Redcemer alfo becoraes ohedient unto death, even the
death of the crofs, Phil.ii. 8. He rofe again for the juftifi.
cation of his people, and makes continual interceflion for
them in heaven, Heb. vii, 25. ket us then admire the
very coftly work of our eternal redemption. Let believers
adwire the Lord Jefus Chrift, who became man to die for
them, and was over all God, to overcome death. Let us
take the facrament of the Lord’s Supper, admiring what
Chrift hath done and fulfered for us, in our nature. Letus
iake the cup of falvation, and call upon the name of the Lord,

Pf. exvi. 13, . ]
Further ; Since Chrift is both God and man, then we
may juftly infer from thence, that they are in a ftate of
perfect fafety, who hope for redemption threngh his blood.
Chrill’s fuflicency, as a Saviour, is originally founded upon
his etercal power and Godhead, Heb. vii. 24, 25, 26, 27,
28. The dignity of his perfon made all his obedience, and
fuffering in our nature, available for our redemption.—
Accordingly, the apoftle, writing to the Hebrews, infifts,
partic’ulaﬁy, in the fu{t place, upon the dignity of the Re-
deewer’s perfon, as the foundation of the fafety of the way
of falvation through his blood. This appears to be his ge-
neral fcope, in the ten firft chapters. Here, he enlarges on
the excellency of Chrifi’s perfon,-and on the nature of his
faving oftices : And fo fhews us that they are fafe, they are
blefled, who truft in him. We could not rely with fafety
on the blood of Chrift, for the remiflion of our fins, if it was
not the blood of Immanuel. . Accordingly, the overfeers of
Chrift’s flock are exhorted, to feed the church of God, which
he bath purchafed with his own blood, A&ts xx. 28. Our
fafety, then, in depending upon this blood for the remiffion
of our fins, is, that it is the blood of him who is both God
and man, in two diftin& natures and one perfon. Thus, it
difarmed the arrows of divine juftice : the curfes of a violated:
~ Jaw. Herealfo we may infer, that Chrift is a very proper
Mediator between God and man, 1 Tim. ii. 5. Being God,
one with the Father eflentially, he was fit to be entrufted
with the glory of God. And, as God-:man, he was well
accomplifhed for reconciling us unto God by his death—See
Kom. v. 10. Being God-man, he knew well how to llgy
his
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his hand on both parties forreconciliation. Admire Chrift
then, as God-man, every way acconplifhed for the woerk of
mediation, between an offended God,. and offending men !
One who gave adequate fatisfaction to divine juftice for our’
fins, which required an infinite ranfom. And, let us hold
faft the excellent form of found words, on this important
fubjedt, in.the Weltminfter Affembly’s Shorter Cate(hlfm,
queftions 21 and 22.

Since Chrift is here plainly declared to be over all, God
bleffed for ever, then we may infer, that they who deny his
proper Godhead, are charg_,eable with great folly T heir
. folly mu't be extreme, when this g and truth is exhibited
with fuch luminous evidence, as it is in this text, and others
mentioned in this difcourfe. Aud, this wiil further appear
when we confider, that the certainty of this grand pofition,
is of the greatelt importance for the falvation of men.  Fer,
if ye believe not that I am he, ye hall die in your fins, John
viii. 24. The Greek is, If ye bélicve not that T am. Some
refer this to Chrift’s divine nature ; becaufe I AM is the
name of God, Exod. iii. 14. Others underftand it of Chritt
in his mediatnry chara&ter, as the obje@ of fzith in the
promife, without whom there is ro 1&1th1011, A&siv. 12,
The qne of thefe mterpretanons includes the other : And
Chrift’s proper Godhead is includéd in both.  For curfed is
ke who trufieth in man, and maketh flefb his arm. This then
clearly manifefts both the da.lger and the folly of denying
Chrift’s proper Godhead.  Such zre equally foolith, as Dio-
nyfius the Stoick, who maintained that pain was nothmg 3
but when he was tortured with the {lone in the kidneys, he '
cried out, that what he had-wrote relative in pain was faife ;
for now he found it to be fomething. They are like mad-
men fhootmg arrows art the fun, which will fall upon tieir
own head. - Like raging waves of the fea, foeming out thir

own fhame, in-their contention with the immoveable reck,

againft which they dafh themfelves to pieces. It is equally
foolifh for frail men, thus to contend with the Rock of eter.
nity, as it would be for briars and thorns to enter the lifts
with devouring fire—See If. xxvii. 4. And, in the diflemi-
nation of their corrupt tenets, they are like madmen running
through a country, cafting every where around them ar-
rows, fire-brands, and death. Let the generation then be-
ware of fuch extreme folly.—This is an apphcanun which
we fhouid inake of the doctrine.

D2 - We
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We may alfo here infer, from the open denial of Chrift’s
Godhead, fo clearly proven by this text, and do&rine, that
there hath been a great progreflion of wickednefs, ‘and of
error, in this land for many years. Nam nemo repente fit
turpiffimus—For no one becomes moft wicked fuddenly.
This awful progreflion is clearly flated, and fully proven,
Rom. i. from verfe 21. to the end of the chapter. Firft,
they were ignorant of God, and did not glorify him as God.
Then they became unthankful, and vain in their imagina-
tions, and their foolifh heart was darkened.  Profeffing them-
Sfelves to be wife, they became fools.  Atlength, they changed
the truth of God into a lie, and worfbipped and ferved the
creature more than the Creator, who is bleffed for ever.—At
laft, they went into what was againft nature itfelf. There
muft have been a progreffion then, before men arrived at
{uch excefs of impiety, How awfully then is God difho-
noured in our land ! For this, let the land mourn. Let
every one weep in fecret, becaufe Chrift is now crucified
afrefh, and put to an open fhame—=See Jer. ix. 1, 2, 3.
Let us bewail the do&rinal errors and blafphemies, which
have gone abroad into the world : And lament them as
they are found in our corrupt nature. They proceed from
the wickednefs of the human heart, Mat. xv. 19.. ’
~ Further ; Let us have faith in God, that no weapon form-
ed againfi Zion fball profper—See If. liv. 17. - That when
the enemy fhall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord
Shall lift up a flandard againft him, I(. lix. 19. That in
the permiffion of herefies in the church, God intends not the
chdrch’s rein, but her reparation.: ¢ Though the church
be full of ruins, yet becaufe it is his own houfe, he will re.
pair it.*—This {ubje& may be alfo improven for the confo-
lation of Zion in diftrefs. S
Since Chrift is over all, God Lleffed for ever, then in war
he can make peace. And this (God-man) fhall be the peace,
when the Affyrian fbull come into our land, Micah v. 5.—
Accordingly, he is called The Prince of Peace, If. ix. 6.
And the great Apoftle of the Gentiles calls him Our Peace,
Eph. ii. 14. He can give peace with God, Rom. v. 1.
He can blefs us with peace in our own confciences, by fprink-
ling them with his bleed. * This was the facred legacy he
left unto his dilciples, John xiv. 27. And, in the fpiritual
warfa e between grace and corruption, he can give the
fpirit of judgment for chaining up our lufts ; and the fpirit

v of
* Dr Reynolds on Pf. cx. ver. 9. A
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of burning for the removal of ourdrofs. He can fpeak afea- -
fonable word to the difconfolate. He can make the melan-
choly mind chearful. He can bruifé Satan under his people’s
feet, Rom. xvi. 20.—He can fill the hearts of God?s people
with joy and peace in believing, Rom. xv. 13. He can
give reft to the weary, Mat. x1. 28, 29. He can heal all
manner of ficknefs, and all manner of difeafes among the
-people, Mat. iv. 23, 24. He can give fight to the blind,
Mat. xi. 5. He can make the lame man leap as an hart;
and the tongue of the dumb to fing. He can repair the
wafted ftrength of the weak ; and make the dry bones flou- -
rith like an herb., [He can be a Father to the fatherlefs ;
and the widow’s hufband. He can help thofe who feel ex-
perimentally the helplefsnefs of man’s aid. He can give
light to fuch as fit in darknefs ; and life. to thofe who dwell
“in the region of the fhadow of death. He can fave to the
uttermoft, Heb. vii. 25. Zhough your fins be as fcarlet, he
can make you whiter than fnow. Though they be red like
crimfon, he can make you as the wool—See If. i. 18. and’
Pf. li. 7. Though you have lain among the pots, he can
make you as the wings of a dove covered with filver, and her
Sfeathers with yellow gold, Pf., Ixviii. 13. He can ftrengthen *
you to do all things. He can keep the flock of his pafture
in perfe& fafety amidft all dangers, If, xxvii. 3. John x. 28.
He can create new heavens and a new earth, where righte-
oufnefs fhall dwell for ever, If. Ixv. 17. He can reform
both church and flate. He can bring the church through -
all the fwelling feas-of manifold tribulations, unto the fea
“of glafs before the throne—See If. xlii. 1, 2, compared
with Rev. iv. 6. The fhip, the church militant, can never
be loft, under the condué of fuch a glorious pilot. She
can ‘never be dathed to pieces againft the rocks; nor can
the fwelling waves, rifing ever fo high, drown her. She
cannot be wrecked upon the bars of the fea ; nor can thefe
impede her motion. He, who'is over all, God blefed for
ever, fhall bring her fafe to the glorious haven of eternal
reft. .. - .. :
+. Further ; He can over.rule the floods of herefy and of
blafphemy, for the good of his own, Rom. viii. 28. He
can make the denial of his own Godhead, a mean to caufe
his own faithful followers love him with the greater affec-
tion,—as a true faithful wife will thew her .affection for |
her hufband, when he is openly abufed. By err¢., he can
_make the light of truth fhine the more clearly. Ina ﬂomi.
: o
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of error, he can make the truth prevail. He can make his
people faithful in the vindication of truth. And, when he

hath made them faithful to the death, he can beflow upon,

them the crown of life, Rev. ii. 10. He can make his own
overcomners, -and then give them power over the nations,
Rev. ii. 26. And, fach as bear the burden in the heat of
the day, he can crown with double bleffings, as Melchize-
deck blefled Abraham with double mercies, when he return-
ed from the flaughter of kings. This do@rine may be im-
proven in an ufe of trial, Whether we have a faving inte-

reft in the Lord Jefas Chrit, who is over all, God bleffed

for ever. .

If we have a faving intereft in Chrift, he will be precious

unto us. Unto you therefore who believe, he is precious,
1 Pet. ii.'7. He is precious as both God and man, in two
diftin&® natures and one perfon. His proper Godhead is
precious. His incarnation is precious. His blood is pre-
cious, as procurative of the remiffion of your fins. And
your language will be, what you' may find, Eph. i. 3, 4,

» 6, 7. ’ '

d If you have a faving intereft in Chrift, you will be deep-
1y affeted with the difhonour done to him, by the men
of this' generation. You will be deeply affeed with the
open denial of his proper Godhead ; and with the awful
contempt which is now poured upon his atonement. Ge-
nuine children muft be greatly affected, when their refpeé-
able parents are treated with difgrace : So muft the children
of God, when their fpiritual Father is defpifed in the world.
If you are Chrift’s fpiritnal feed, you will certainly cry out,
when he is crucified afrefh, and put to open fhame. Like
the dumb fon, of whom ‘it is reported, that he cried out
when he faw injury offered to his father. Although you
~ fhould have been filent hitherto, in regard to prevailing
error and fin ; yet you will certainly cry out now, when
Chrift 'is crucified afrefh, .if you are his genuine-fpiritual
feed. Who would not be deeply affected, if fuch injury
was offered to his relations, as is now offered to the Sen of
- God? Much might be advanced here : But we fhall abridge
what was, and might be advanced on the {ubje& ; and come
to conclude with fome brief exhortations.

Be exhorted then, to believe the teftimony of Ged, in
his word, with regard to divine truth. Believe that there
is a perfonal diftinction between Chrift and his Father ; and
alfo, an effential unity. And, confider this as purely an

' T objedt
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obje& of faith, which human reafon can never comprehend.
And, where reafon cannot wade, let faith fwim. You be-
lieve the teftimony of your own fenfes, that fea-water is
falt, when you have tafted it, though you cannot compre-
hend the caufe of its faltnefs, Will you not alfo. believe,
that'the three who bear record in heaver are one, though you
cannot comprehend their effential unity 2 Alas! alas! Shall
vain foolith man give more credit unto the teftimony of his
own fenfes, than to the infallible teftimony of his God ¢ Bea
lieve, O Chriftians, that your God is poflefled of immutable
fidelity ; and you may believe the whole of his teflimony
with the greateft fafety. And, you cannot give unto him
all the glory due to his name, if you do not believe his tefti-
mony. Hereby, you muft and ought to fet to your feal
- that God is true. And particularly .in this generation.—
The more God’s teftimony is difcredited, the more you and
I ought to believe it. And, in this way, we.are called now
to glorify God. "T'he more others truft the teftimony of
their own fenfes 6zly, in matters of faith, let us truft the
infallible teftimony of our God. And, beware of meafuring
divine things, by the fhort line of human reafon. Beware
of rejecting what cerrupt reafon neither can receive, nor
~ will receive. Account human reafon moft like itfelf, when
it fubmits to divine revelation. -

Further here; Let us go, with the faithful, into our
watch-tower, and into the fan&tuary of the Lord, that we
may there wait upon the Lord in the way of his judgments
—W it upon him, that he may teach us his way.—Further
here ; Be exhorted, in the name of the Lord, to hold faft
the doétrine of Chrift’s proper Godhead, that no man take '
thy crown, Rev. iii. 11. Micah cried out, Ye have taken
away my gods which I made, and what have I more 2 Judges
xviil. 24. And thall Chriftians be filent, do nothing, when
the proper Godhead of Chrift is openly denied, by the men
of this and of former generations? The Samaritans ven-
tured their lives, for the precedence of their temple on
mount Gerazzim, in their conteft with the Jews, in the
time of Alexander the Great.* And fhall not we, who
bear the Chriftian name, venture our all for the dignity of
our Redeemer’s perfon? Our plea hath an infinitely better
foundation than theirs. Our caufe is, indifputably, good.
Therefore, let us not lay down the bucklers, for any oppo-
fition. But, while the conteft waxeth hot, let us pray fer-

: vently

* Jofeph. Jew. Aatiq book 13, chap. 6.
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vently unto the Lord of I/of’s, that he may take hold of
fhield and buckler, and ftand up for our help. And, If God
be for us, who can be againft us > Rom. viii. 31. If Jeho-
vah is on our fide, we need not fear the wrath of the ene-
my—-=See Pf. cxviii. 6. . The enemies of Chrift are, indeed,
equally obftinate in the'denial of his proper Godhead, as if
each of them had fworn with Peter, in a public manner,
I know not the man. But the truth is ftrong ; and it fhall
prevail, Truth is like a well-built arch; the more it is
prefled down, the firmer it will ftand. The more it is op-
pofed, with the greater lufire it will fhine. .And, truth,
every word the Lord God hath fpaken, will reign, until the
heavens be no more.

Therefore, hold faft the truth ; and the truth fhall make
you free. The truth fhall obtain the vittory over all error
at laft. We fhall then conclude with the words of Chrift,
Rev. iii. 11. Behold, I come quickly : hold that faft which
thou haft, that no man take thy crown. Hold faft all the
glorious truths, contained in this facred text : Whofe are the
fathers, and of whowm, as coneerning the flefb, Chrift came,
who is over all, God bleffed for ever. AMEN., = - .

THE END. '






