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ublished this Draugh't E o uﬁf
DRAUGHT of an OVEHRTURE
FOR A

TESTIMONY OF THE R REFORMED DIS-
1 SENT‘ING CHURCH IN AMERICA.

- g‘ the Scriptures. |

should ji W |
bl E BELIEVE, .
not agreeavle: tg, or jourdad -k That the Scriptures of the oM and New
eftaments dre rethe Word of G written by men
wOfd ‘f God, ‘m‘d df agr € infpired by God, and bear in themfe\ves evident
- our Sftdﬂddf ds, they are . 1€ . m;rks of their divine original ; fuch as {helr ma-
jefty, purity, power and harmony; the manifold
to bﬂﬂg, Off orward tha r predictions of things 1o com¢ made in them, and
ﬁruatw% on what they _ their diftin& remarkable and exa& accomphiih-
ment ; the great number and variety of miracles
w ht for their ceafirmation, fome of them 11

be [o, to the nexl énfung’
ry, where they wu,l be canduily con- "’

J idered.
The Qverture s

.. relur 1ed by every perfon hjs¢ ﬁing
- ;kem agaiy ting of

A

mams redem tion and falvation, aud the many

myfteries refpeétmg it reveaie in m, abun—~

.dantly evince,asthe Apofile fays. that * all Scrip-
" and that

* ture 15.given by mfpuauou
they are to be yeccived, not 29 the woré Gi it

‘gcfd” they are indeed and in truth, the wosd o :

requzred to be

l 1he nexl mee
- Prefeylery-




( ¢ )

s. That the authority&and ground upon which
the Scriptures ought to be received and believed,
are not the tefiimony and authority of any man,
or church, or council ; for, though the authority
of the church of Chrif}, or a council of Reverer.d
and Godly men, or of the civil magifirate, ought
to liimulate to the ftudy of the Scriptures, and a
careful attendance to the things therein revealed,
both with regard to do&rines and precepts; yet
neither the one nor the other, neither any nor ail
of them put together, are the authority, ground
and reafon upon which we ought to receive and
believe the Scriptures with a divine faigh. Nor
are the marks of divinity, before-meagian '
dently legible on the face of the Scrijfigul¥s ,
are evident even to reafon itlel, and which are
fufficient to flop the mouths of gainfayers, the
ground of a divine faith ; but the authoriy and
teftimony of God himfelf {fpeaking in the Bcrip—
tures, made evident, by the light of the Spirit of
God, to our upderflanding. |

3. That although the light of nature and the
works of creation and providence, make it evi-
dent that there is 8 God of infinite power, wif-
dom, holinefs and goodnefs, fo that thefe who are
withoyt a divine revelation aye left inexcufable,

becaufe they do not live yp to that light which
they have; for the law of gitube, as to fome no-
tices of it, is written in their’Méart, by which fome
of the duties which God requires of all men meay
beknown; yet the light of nature is utterly ipfuf.
ficient to teach us the faving knowledge of God,

in any degrée. It never did, fince the fall of
man, nor never gan, teach men, now, how they’

might glorify God, and come to the enjoyment of
him. The light of nature cannot teach how be
ought to be worfhipped. It cannot even teach

5 )

us wherein man’s happinefs lies. It neither does
nor can give a {ufficient rule of duty. It does net
even offer fufficient motives to obedience. It cat®
not inform us ot the origin of fin, and how it
came into the world. It cannot, fin being in the
world, and all having become guilty before God,
inform whether, or how, any man can be pardon=
ed and accepted with God. It cannot fhew us
how our inclinations to fin may be overcome, and
its power fubdued. Now all this is plain from
this fingle confideration, that no man, fince the
fall of Adam, can be produced, who had fuch a
knowledge by the light of nature ; and yet the
knowledg'%of thefe things is abfolutely neceflary
to the falvdtion of any man who has the exercile
of reafon. THEREFORE, WE BLLILVE,

4. That a revelation from that God againft
whom we have finned, is ab{olutely neccflary with
regard to thofe things juft before mention.d,and
many other things not there named ; fince it is
utterly impofible for any of mankind to have any
knowledrre of thein withcut fuch a revelation.—
Evyery thing neceflary for men to know, believe
and do, in order to glorify God and enjoy him,
muft be revealcd io Wts now fince the fall, or we
could have no proper and adequate knowledge
of it: but all this is done in the Scriptures of t
Old and New Teftaments; which we declare we
receive, not only as a perfeét, fufficient, fupreme
rule, but as the only rule of faith and obedience,
to the exclafion of all other rules, in matters of
religion, whether it be reafon, or conicience, or
the light of nature, or the authority of men, or any
other thing that can bs mentioned.

. ‘Fhat'the canon of the Scrinture is long fince
clofed, to which nothing is to be added by new
revelations of the Spirit, nor traditious of men.
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« 5. That the infallible rule of interpretyton of

Scripture 1S the Scripture itfelf.
men M3y judge 1P
1heir own proper fphereand lace
and for fuch ends and purpo

warrant them;

, 10

,in fuch a way,
s, as the Scriptures

yet the fupreme ]udﬁf of all con-
bv which decrees of

councils and dogirines of men
determined, 1s 1O other than tbe Holy Spirit
fpeaking ia the Scriptures.
VE THEREFORE TESTIFY,
1. Againft fuch as maintain, {hat 2 revelation
fre— God to men cannct be given- -
of are-

Aga'mft {uch as deny the ne
that the light

we_ation from God, 2
is fufficient 1O

infiru& us

of nature and realon
withregard to 2 (hofe things that are nece
fyi and enjoving him-

for glonfying God 10}
s- %amﬁ (uch as deny that the Scriptures of
the Old and New Teftaments are @ divine reve-

) inft fuch who, thou!
believe that the Scriptures are a pef

infallible rule; yet deny that they aré
Aga’mﬁ fuch as maintain, that

thev profels to
{ect, fupreme,

the oniy rule.
conicience 1s

eat authority, that i

fuch a rule, and of fuch gF
soht, even when we

we are confcientious We are nigh

profefs the greateft imagna

yhem’\es, even to
made us, we ar¢ more in our dut}

and propagate

jmen to embrace them, than ¢

opinions.
.in. that the (90! frf:f-

6. Againft fuch as maintain,

tament s not the wor
auihoritys and that it s now mofl
of no more ufe than any o'her ©

ble errors an

the denying of the
vy, t0 maingain

fuch opinions, and tO
ven to (uppre{s our
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perfuade all
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LI Againfi fuch as maintein, ti -;
is xél any cafe erroneouilﬁt’m, that the Scnpmm |
. Againf fuch . eai T
churc & 1 as manrain, that e |
o oo o il e o
of Scrip;nre : g':fgfs;or an infallible ini]erpgx'iter
an » . s againfi fuch
gi(i'xmfixnherﬁ‘o-uld judge at zii mai:esl::}n t}‘h‘it
fo as’ to av.farl'g a;: ecclefafiical or civil mmrenu-
ment. for church cenfures, or civil iy
fach ; any errors ai Lerefics whatfoev punifh-.
' perfon is confcientious that he i er, while
propagating the truth. profefiing

Chap. II.—Of God, and of the
Holy Trimty.

WE hl;susvx-;,
1. | > ,
God. Whot itsh:rl: 1; but one ?;ﬂy jliving and true
body or bodily 0 ?sure Spirit, invifible, without
earporal nor é,-?,:{ reorfﬁions, of whom m;
to be m rial repre eniation ca
outward ;lde, neitner iawarcly in our n ?l' Ought
< Thy :’g any image - mids, nor
. at thi - N 3
infinite. eteml;s;}one true ‘and ever-living God i
fC&iOIIS’; as ill’ ﬁ?dbuflmangmb}e in a ] his T‘C::
c (s s being : ¥
nefs. iuftice ’ a, wifdom. _ >
thi"; g:c; ‘goodncgs and truth, wh?;:;géou-
refts alfthi:: PO‘*"er,‘and rules, governs and da'n
per and 2p g;l b‘_;' his Providence, to their r}-
and graciox?: G::l F nas ; who is a moft mergi;:i
he wili by nc yet fuch an hater of i N
. ih ); Bh? means clear the guilty n, that
. - ¢ a t iS mﬁl‘i' ‘l .'.
18 in and imtely great and onlvir
need of 'm‘:'n;? hhi;mfelf all-fuflicient, .h“;.f?s g(}:::’l
blefTed e creatures to R
1ied ar - ol . make h .
Wd happy, this being impoilib: :‘m !mpu
g mpoliibie, ¢ ceillg

-
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irfinitely bleffed and happy 10 himfelf b hor do:
% derive any glory from any of them,hut mal]-l -
fefts his glory in, by, upon and \;?to t etl\l:n:‘es, te
hath fovereign dominion oves A% crea

do by, for, or upon them, wha.d@)e!ex_' is gf afin
in his fieht. His knowledge is infinite, 1ia b
and inda ndent on his cratl:!res; ;';) ;h:; ::; u‘;g
i be contingent unto him, ¢ )

'lc’e:trag.n To Godng due from all :ntgllngeg;c ;w;;
tures, all that obedience and worfhip w

'5' . . il
<et we believe that in the one uqu_vnded o
?ext’e '::'tGodhead, there are tl‘.r'ee‘ d}ﬁlg(:lt ger.
fons, the Father, the Son, and the Hoiy Ghoft. in
5. That thefe three perfons, as they ar: o;xe n
eflence, fo they are equal in power aml % cla‘ry‘{
The Father is God, and the Son and Holy lain
are alio God, of l'ﬂehfame ;{ﬁa‘n:e af!:)c‘l. f}(g};am.
or and glor with the Father: :
m::x::, tttﬁ%\ulé, works and worfhipare a{'cnl:;c:
to tBe Son and Holy Gho(’@,b as are z‘:{;b::dt:or-
¢ it divine attributes, W
Pﬂ‘:ig‘ign Abl; af{.ribed to none but God, b‘.}t ..lthe
true God, without blafphemy; then it 15 h;a P \e;
my to deny, that the perfons to whom tGegd a;‘n
properly afcribed are Gud, the only true od, i
oppofition to all idols and inferior deities. bele
orious perfons of the Godhead are dlﬁm[;l e

g their perfonal properties. It is proper lor the
F);ther to beget the Son, end the Sen to be beg
tenof the Father,and fo the Holy Ghoftto ptioceed
from the Father and the Son from all eternity.

WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,

1. Againtt all Atheifts, who deny that there s

- any God ; and all who not only fay it with their
- mouth, but fay itin their practice.

(9 )

. Agaift all Tuchas denv that there are three
perfons in the Godhead, all of the {ame eilence,
cquai in power and glory; and theretcre deny
the divini'y of Chrilt and ot the Holy spirit. Wg
resTiFy againft all fuch, as blafpheming Atheifts,
whatever they pretend. Wi Traniry againtt all
fuch as maintain that cur Lord [elus is no more
than a mere creature, either created before all
worlds, or who had no exifience till conceived in
the womb of the Virgin Mury : Againft fuch as
maintain that his human foul was created before
all worlds, and the Covenant ot Grace made with

it,
Chap. IIl.—Of Predcfiination.
WE BELIEVE,

1. That God hath from 21l cteraity, by the
molt wileand holy counlel of his own wiil, freely
and unchangeably fore-ordained whatfocver
comes to pafs, efpecially conrernmg angels ard

en ; but in fuch: a4 way as God is neither the au-
thor of fin, nor is the liberty, nor (what men call)
the contingency of {ccond caules defiroyed, but
rather ¢tablithed ; nor is there any viol:nce done
to th= will of the creature.

2. That thcugh God, from 2li eternity, fore-
knew all things whativever, which mizht or could
come to pafs in any cafe, or upon any fuppoiable
conditiori ; v he did not decree any thing 1o
come 0 pafs, becaule he forcknew it would come
to pafs; but on the contrary, God forcknew all
thinos which have, thall, or ean come to pats, be-
caule he hastore-ordained that they thali fo come
to pafs, together wirh all the caufes, means. or
conditions, whether-by permitlion or actual in-
fluence, necellary to bring them to pals.

AR e
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*-+ 8. That, efpecially with regard to angels and
~shen, God has predeftinated fome of them to eter-
ral life and glory, for the manifeftation of hisown
. grace; but the reft he hath fore-ordained to eter-
nal punifhment, on account of their fins, for the
glory of his juftice. But as our chief concern is
with men, we BeLiLvVE,

4. That God from all eternity hath, of his own
free grace, according to the immutable counfel
of his own will, chofen in Chrift 2 certain nume«
ber of men, out of the common mafs of mankind,
to fpecial and {piritual bleflings here, and to the
complete enjoyment of himielf and uninterrupted
happi-efs hereaiter, to the praife of the glory of
his grace.

5. That thofe of mankind whom God has cho-
fen to eternal life, are fome of mankind, not all ;
this the very nature of cheofing fuppofes. If all
were taken, then there would be no choice: hence
{aid to be « a remnant according to the elettion
of yrace.” ’

6. That the number chofen is a certain definite
one, which cannot be increafed nor diminifhed.
* The Lord knoweth them that are his,” and in
comparifon of the reft of mankind, they are but
few.

9. When the choice was meade, all were con-
fidered in the fame common ftate and condition;
all were on a level : thofe who were chofen were
no better than thole who were left, as confidered
in themfelves.  « Hath not the potter power over
the clay of the fame lump, to make one veflel to
honour and another to dithonour #*

8. That thofe are not whole nations nor
churches, but particular perfons. ¢« Jacob have
I loved :” « Salute Rufus, chofen in the Lord "’
““ According as he hath cholen us in inm.”

( 11 )

9. Ele®ion is entirely of grace. There neither
was nor is any ‘thing in the cbiect cholen. which
was the mooving caufe of this choice. Nothing
out of himfe! can be a motive to God.  All mo-~
tives to God s alts and proceedings are entirely
within himfelf. And fo ut is with regard toeke-
tion. His own frec grace and love were his ino-
tives to 1t ; for which reafon it is cailed the elec~

. tion of grace. And being acccrding o the fo-

veieign and unchangeable will of Ged, it flands
firm and immoveakle : it is the purpofe of Ged
according to eleCtion, niot of works, but of Lim
that calleth.

10. That God hath chofen none of mankind
upen their forefeen faith. repentance, or good
works, or becaufe he forefaw that fome wculd be
better than others ; nor did he delay ks choice
till he fhould fee wl.o would believe,&c. and then
choofe them becaufe thev were fuch ; but he chiole
them before the foundation of the world ; before
they had any exifience; before they had done
good or evil; and not becaufe they were lLoly,
but in order toc make them fuch. 1t is oniv as
many as were ordained to eternal life who be-
lieve.

11. That the blefiings to which they are cho-
fen, are grace here and glory herealier, union to
Chrid, regeneration, jultification, adopiion, fanc-
tifeation and complete glorification. Themea:s
and the end are both alike ordarned, and il
alike fure, fince both fiand upon the im:nutability,
of his counicl and will.

12. The fupreme and ulrimate end which God
had in view in choofirg any, was his ewn glorv,
the glory of his own attributes, fuch s his wif-
dom, power, holinefs, jufiice, and of his rich and
free grace.
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8. Thatas God has chofen {eme men to eter-
nal life and the means thereof; fo he determined

to pais by the reft, and to punifh ‘hem for their

fins. The Scriptures never reprefent God as
punifhing any man, but for fin; nor does it repre-
icnt him as decreeing to punifh any, but on ac-
count of fin: kut then the Scriptures reprefent
fome as ordainew of old to this condemnaiion ; as
the refi, who are bliaded, in oppofition to {uch
as were chofen ; as not written ia the Lamb’s
book of life, &c.

14. That thisdoctrine gught to be preached by
the minifiers of the Gofpel. This doétrine tends
to bring down the haughtinefs of man, and to lay
his loftinefs low ; and to exalt the higheft God.
It tends to ftain the pride of man’s gloxz’, 2nd to
fhew him that he is indebted to God fo~ every

ood and perfeét gift. It tends to firengthen a
geliever's hopes, and invigorate his endeavours to

leafe and honour God. It tends to encourage
Eim under affli¢tion, and to excite himn to come
continually to God, through Chrift, for the fup—
ply of all his wants. In a word, it tends t> make
him quiet and calm under the various viciffitudes
of Providenee, as knowing that all things thall
work together for good.

WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,

1. Againft all fuch as deiiy, that God has eter.
nally and infallibly decreed any thing, efpecially
concerning angels and men.

2. Againfi all fuch as deny that God has, from
eterni'y, cholen any to eternal lifc and thc means
thereof. Againft fuch as deny that election is eter-

nal, particular, and of God'’s rich and free grace,
and infillible in the event; but maintain that it is

conditional, and depends upon men's faith, repen-
tance and good works, eitiier done, or to be done.

{13 )
$- Againft fuch as maintair, that the Scrijiture

r?prelémanon of eleCtion only r s the choice
of a nation, or a number of perfons ender the
notion of a vifible church, to tie participation of
vifible privileges.

4. Againft al; fuch as maintain that it would
be iniudtice in God, to choofe, infallibly, any of

mankind to eternal € gnd tire means ilicics’,

=AY -
and at the fame time gaffs by, and rejeSt others

no worfe by nature thzn thofe who were chofer:;
and to datermine to wgﬁheld,his grace from ther~
who were not chofem, apd to punill them for their
fins. T |

5. Againft fuch as maintain, that it is unfafe
and unneceffary to preach the deérines of elec-
tion and reprobation, becaufe they may be abufed
by weak and corrupt men.

6. Againft all fuch as maintain, that though
eleftion fhould be granted, yet fome of the eleét
may be loft, and fome of the non—ele¢t faved.

Chap. IV.—Of Creation.

WE BELIEVE,

3. That the three-one Gcd, for the manifefta—
tion of his own glorious peifc&ions, hath cou: -
municated a finite created exifience to al! owner
beings, and has formed them with natures wifely
adapied to the various ends of their cieation.

2. That whea God had made all other crea-
tures, he created man, endowed him with a rea-
fonable, intelligent, and immortal foul, ftamped
his image, confitting of knowledge, 1ighicoufnefs
and holinefs, upon his fou}, and wrcte his laws
upon his heart, requiring of him perfonal, perfc¢t
and perpetual obedience ; but fubje§ted him to
incongeivable punifhiment for the leaft breach of
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' i 1 i lete ability te
is law ; having given him comp _
:-ut:cp it, but lel% him to the freedum of his ('1‘vm
will which was mutable, to improve the ability
/iven, to God's glory and his own hwpmefs, or
?o abule it, to God’s difhonour and his ownruin.
F, THEREFORE TESTIFY,

stgainﬂ fuch as deny, t!xat the world a.nd
all things which begar? to exift, and are finite,
were crtrated b{ the power, ao':id for the pleafure

e firft caufe, which is God.

. 2.n Againft all fuch as deny, that God created
man with an immaterial and imrqortal I'opl ; anal
maintain that the foul of man is material, an
-onfequently mortal. .
ml;,.eggainlyt {uch as deny, that man had fufﬁc&-
ent ability given him, as he came out of the hands
of his Creator, to keep God’s law. | .

4- Againit fuch as maintain, that man was no
fubje@ted to eternal puniihment for every, nor

for any of his fins.

Chap. V.—Of Providence.

WE BELILVE,

1. That as God by his almighty powe{ti cire:ltig
all things ovt of nothing, from the l:sglhe ' ~dc:h<lem
to the lowelt infet and atom, an;j cnf'. o;\f_ them
with natures adapted to the ends of t“ij{r 2
tion ; fo does he conﬂal}tly _anq _m\.aitm :i }::]Cp
ferve and upholdlthem by %n: (El‘z;' (lln(:,l Y ég}\sx 51 em:

ittingly overrulcs ¢ .
:::g a‘lllm;:\‘;;:'umgtibm.lor aions, for the mani=
i is own glory.
{diea.t"l?}'\‘a? iltlolugh megix often talk of chan‘r_'ﬁ, cor;
tingency, calualte, accident, and ‘th.e‘ . ': \:,. )"or
roperly fpeakini. there are no fuch 3 " i‘de or
as the number of creaturcs which God made,

(.15 )
Mhall make bereafter, is certain and definite, theré
ctan be neither more nor fewer, not one ; fo are
the thoughts, words and aétions of men, or other
reafonable creatures, and all the varicus motions
of other beings, animate or inanimate, certaiin
and invariably determined.

g. That as God has immutalily fore-ordained
whatfoever comes to pafs; {c by his Providence
he actually brings them to pals, moft commonly

.by means of fecond caufes, which perhaps may
be another name for what is called the fixed laws
of nature, But,

4. That God works not only by means, but
without, above and contrary to means. Some-
times the laws of nature ceafe, for a time, from
their operations; as caufing iron to fwim, and fire
to ceale to burn. - .

5. That the Providence of God extends to the
f8(t fall, and all other fins of angels and men;
and that not by a bare permiilion, but fuch as
hath joined with it a niofl wife and powerful
bounding, and ounerw ife ordering and governing
of them in a manifcll difpenfation to his own
holy ends : yet to as the finlulnefs of thefe attions
proceedcth only from the creatures, aind not from
God, who is neither the anthor nor approver of
their fins, but hat=s and abhors them.

6. That God in Lis holy Providence, for his
own holy ends, fuffers his own dear children to
fall into temptations, and leaves them for a time
to the corruption ot their own hearts, to correct
them for their former fins, to fhew them the hid-

den [trength of corruption within thein,and their
own deceitfulnefs, that they mav be humbled, aud
to ftimulate them to a more'dlofe and «cnfian:
dependeuce on himic!f for fupport, ard 1o e
them more watchful over thuir henrto ara v
for the time t¢ come, &3, -



u‘!g/,.
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». That with r to the reft of mankind,
whom God, as a juft Judge, punitheth for their fins
in their own perfons; from thefe, God not only
withholdeth his grace, whereby their undertand-
ings might have been opened and their hearts
ameliorated ; but even withdraweth thofe gifts of
which they were poflelled ; and they are oiten, in
his Providence, in the prefe::re of thole objcéts
vhich their corruption makes occafions of fin;
and befides, gives them up to the influence of their
own lufis, the world’s allurements, and the power
and tcmptations of Satan ; whereby it comes to
pats, that they harden themfelves under the very
means which God ufeth to foften others. ,

8. Thar as the Providence of God is extended
to all his creatures in general, fe it is eflentiall
exercifed about the church of Chrift in this world,
making all things work together for its good,

WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,

_ 1. Againft all fuch as deny the Providence of
God, either general over all things, or particular
and fpecial with regard to his church and people.

e. Againft fuch as fubftitute fuch unmeaning.
names as chance, contingency, fortune, and the
like, in the room of an all-directing and ordering
Providence.

3. Againft fuch as maintain, that God, when
he created the univerfe, flamped it with fuch fix-
ed and invariable laws, that when once it was fet
en motion by its Creator, it required no farther
providential care or direction from him.

4 Againft fuch as maintain, that when God
created the worlds, he endowed them with fuch
gualities and properties, as have neceffarily pro-

uced all eventsand circuinfiances which have, or
at any time fhall take place in them, without the
immediate agency of God vho created them,

\ v 3

ChaP. VI.——@‘" the Covenant made
with Maxn in innocency : His fall
and the confequent evils.

WE BELIEVE,

1. That God having made man in an upright
eftate, a1d Hlamped his image upon his foul, as
b:fore faid, he condefcended to enter into a cove-
.nant with him, promifing him life as the reward
of his obedience to his law, now written upon his
heart, together with the pofitive precept which
prohibited him to eat of the tree of knowledge of
gOOJ and evil, (obedietice tc which law, moral
and pofitive, was the condition of this covenant)
but thmtening death, natural, {piritual and e:er-
nal, as the righteous and unavoidabie punifhment
of any breach of his law, moral or pofitive - by
the ofitive precept, God made triaf)(-f Adam’s
ovedience. The threatening of death was the
penalty of this cavenant.

$. That, of this covenant, Adam was confij-
tuted the public head and reprefentative of all
manknd, which fhould defcend from him by or-
dinary generation ; fo that if he had pet fectly
obeyed the law, morai and pofitive, during the
time of his trial, not only himfdlf, but alfo his
pofterity would have been confirmed in holinefs,
and entitled to the promifed reward ; but if he
failed in his obedience, he fhould incur the threat-
¢ned penalty both upon himfclf ahd his natural
aoffspring,

.8 Thatalthough our firft parents were crested
with fufficient ability 10 yleld the required obe-
d_!gnce. yet, being left to the freedom ot their own
will, they were feduced by the fubtil temptations

C
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of the old ferpent, the devil, to eat of the forbid-
den tree. By yielding to, and complying with
this temptation, the covenant of works wascom-

letely broken. This brecach of the covenant
God was pleafed to permit, having purpofed it as
an occalion for manifefiing the glory of his mer-
cy and grace.

4- Qur firft parents having broken the covenant
made with them, they were immediately deprived
of the image of God, loft all fpiritual communion
with him, and became fpiritually dead, and liable
to natural and eternal death: and the covenant
being made with Adam as the reprefentative of
all his pofterity defcending from him by ordinarﬁ
generation, this firft fin of his was imputed to a
his natural offspring. Hence they are conceived
in fin, created without original righteoufnefs, and
come into the world with all the powers and {a~
culties of :heir nature corrupted, and utterly dif-
abled, oppofed and inimical to cvery thing 1piri-
tually good, and inclined and difpofed toall evil;
under the curle of the law and {entence of con-
demnation ; liable to all the miferies of this pre-
fent lite, to death with its moft envenomed fling,
and the meft dreadful punifhiments, in foul and
ur,, iy hell’s fire forever,

¢ Vit it is from the imputation of Adam’s
fis. that we are deprived of or:ginal righteoufnefs,
and from the want of original righteouinefs pro=
ceeds the corruption of our nature. The impu-
tation of Adam’s firft fin, the want of original
righteoulnels, and the corruption of cur nature,
is what we call original fin: and from this pro-
ceeds 21l actual fin, in thought, word or deed.—
This deprava‘ion of nature remains in part, even
in thofe who are really regenerared, and is, with
all its motions, truly and properly fin, though it

(19)
be, for Chrift’s fake, pardoned, and in fome de
gree mortified.

WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,

1. Agawit all {uch as deny, that there was any
covenant of works made with Adam.

z. Againft all fuch as deny, that Adam was
conflituted a reprefentative of ail, or of any of
his natural polierity, fo that they fhould fiand or
fall with him.

8- Againft all fuch as deny, that there is any
fuch thing as original fin ; that Adam’s fin isim-
puted to his poficrity; and maintain, ti:at, at the
uimofi. we are only deftitute of original righ-
teoufnefs.

4. Againft all fuclhi as maintain, that man’s
nature, as he comes into the world, is not {0 cor-
rupted as to rcnder him utterly incapable to do
any thing fpiritually good,and accepiable to God.

5- Againft fuch as deny that all, or any of
mankind, arc under the curfe of the law and fen-

tence of condemnation, by the imputation of A-
dam’s firfi fin.

Chap. VIL.—Of the Covenant of

Grace.
WE BELIEVE,

1. That as Adam finned, and thereby brake
the cover.ant of works, and involved himfelf and
all his natural pofierity in miferv and wretched-
nefs, out of which both he and they were utterly
incapable, in the leafi degreé,to extricate them-
felves : and God forefecing thisfalland ruin, and
having determined to deliver fome ot fallen man-
kind from fin and mifery, and to bring them into
a ftateof falvation, did, moved thiereto by no.hing
but his own frec and unmerited love, enter into
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mant with his only begotten Son, Jefus Chrift,
as the reprefentative and furety of fiichoi:ly ab
were defigned and appeinted to falvadon. This
covenant is commonly called a covenant of grace.

3. That the covenant of redemption and the
covenant of grace, are not two diftin&t and dif-
ferent covenants, but one and the fame covenant
under different confiderations. With regurd to
our Lord Jelus Chrifi, with whom #t was made,
it may be with propriety called a covenant of re-
demption : but with regard to the ele&t, in whefe
favour it was made, and as all its bleﬁ'mge come
freely to themh, it may aifo with propriety becall-
ed a covenant of grace,

3. That in the covenant of grace, our Lord Jefus
did not reprefent all mankitd, but only a certain
number of them, whom God chole in Chrift from
eternity. Thefe chofen ones only bear his name
and image ; they only are called Iris feed, his chil-
dren, his ﬁleep and they only e made gaﬂm«
pators of its purchaied and promifed ble

4 That the condition of the covenart of grace
is not to be performed by the ccvenantees, or the
elet, in whofe favour it was made.  Therefore,
neither faith, nor repentance, nor new obedience,
neither any of thefe, nor all of them put together,
is the condition of the covenant of grace. T bat
alone can be its condition, which gives tis & re-
ritorious right to its bleflings : but this reither a-
ny one, nor all the iorementxoned qualifications
can do, neither in whole nor in part ; therefore
they cannot be its conditions. Faith, and repen-
tance, and new obedience are wot conditions, fine
qua non, of the covenant of grace ; for they are
not cgdmons of it at al}, in any fcnfe YThefe

conditions or qualifications, firfe qua non,

ol 1nm9 of <1 -~vapantecy, as they have ne

( st )
g'ﬁmﬁ ho¥ Warrant to conclude, that they Have
any alual, faving nght, title, or intereft In thé
covengnt, while“they are deflitute of thefe: we
fay, fome of the covenantees for it is only fuch

. of them as come to the ufe and exerci'e of reafoq,

of whom thefe qualifications are required : ele&t
infants are not capable of thele; and yet thecon-
dition of the covenant is fulfilled for them : cven
that condition, fire qua non, or without which
neither infants nor adults can ever havé any
advantageby it, nor intereft in it.

3- That the covenant of grace was made with
our Lord jefus Chrifi, as the party contra@er, ofi
the par: or behalf of the elect, who were not éa-
pable of being parties contra®ors themfeives ;
and the fulfilling of the condition of it was re~-
quired of him alone He aione was capable of
fulfilling its condition, and he alone did aftually
fulfil it. The condition required was, that he
ﬁmtﬂd falfl ali righteoufnefs; which righteouf-
neis confiffelt in the holinefs of his human nature,
hnﬁr&& finlefs obedience to the law as 2 co—

venant, and his bezring the wrath and curfe of -

God due for fin. This is the only proper condi-
tion of the covenant of grace: for Jm’e elet, hav-
ing this righteculnefs imputed to them, have &
perfe® freedom from ali penal evils, and a tidé
to eternal life; which includes all the bleflings of
the covenant.
ties contra&ors in this covenant, but only cove-
mantees or reprefentees, as they were not capable,
fo neither was it required of “them, v fulfil the
condition of the covenant : and as their faith ang
repentance could neither fulfil the law, nor fatisfy
the juftice of God ; fo they

covenant.

The elect of God, not being par-

do not belong to the'
conditionary, but to the promiflory part of the

o
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6. That the Old Teftament Church and the

New Teitament Church were not under two dif.

tin@ and diff-rent covenants of grace; but under

one aad the fame cuvenant differently ad.van-
flered. The Old Teftament faints were julithec BY -
the fame righteoulnefs, regenerated by the faxz.

Spirit, and faved by the fame Saviour, as the {ain:x
are under the New Teftament; though unz-
the New Teiiament there is a greater abundas: :
of light, and of the giits and influenccs i v :
Holy Spirit, than under the Old. There 5 +: -
was, nor ever will be, any other name, by = x4
men formerly were, now are, or ever will befz =,
but the name of Jefus.
WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,

3. Agaiaft all fuch as deny, that there Is ¢
covenant of grace.

2. Againft fuch as maintain, that the ele - ¢
parties contractors in the covenarnt of grace; and
confequently that ir is made with them, and they
are required to fulfil its condition. #~ °

g. Againft fuch as deny the covenant of |
was made with Chrift as the reprelentative of the
ele@, and of them only. :

4 Araintt all fuch as maintain, that the cove-
nant of grace has an equal refpeét to all man-
kind, and is not the privilege of the ele¢t only.

5- Againft fuch as maintain, that the covenant
of redemption and the covenant of grace aretwo
diftint covenants

6. Againft fuch as maintain, that the covenant
of grace under the Old and New Tefiaments dif-
fered cflentially, and not in adminiftration oxnly.

. Agsinfl fuch as maintain, that faith, and re-
pentancs, and new obedience, or any other duty
or qualification wrought in us, or done by us, is
the condition of the covenant of grace,

f 83 )

8. Againft all fuca as deny the righteoufiie!s
wrought cut and brought in by onr Lord jefus
Chriis, to be the only condition of the covenant
of grace.

Chap. VIII-—Of Chrifi as Medialor.
WE BELIEVE,

1. That as Adam and all his natural pofierity
have finuned agaiuft God ; {o thers is enmity be-
tween God and man; a2 legai enmity on God’s
part, and a resl enmity on man's part; which
enmity muil be removed, if any of the human race
fhould he laved. Iliis could not be dune but by
a fuitable Mediator. None bux God could knov,
appoint, or accept of fuch 2 Mediator. God
having determined to {ave fome> of failen men,
did choofe and a;point fuch 2 Mediator as was
capable to make a full recouciliation between
God and man; as cou'd remove :he legal enmity
on God’s part, and the real enmity on man’s.

¢. That the perfon chofen, appoin‘ed and or-
dairied of God to be the Mediator,was jefus Chrifts
the only begotren Son of God, equal in power and
glory, and all divine perfettions, with God the Fa-
ther and God the Holy Ghofi. 1 he perfon chofer is
the true God, God over all, bieffed forever. Amen.

g- That in order to qualifv and fit our Lord
Tefus for the full execution of his Mediatorial of-
fice,the Father prepared, and Le aflumed 2 human
nature into perfonal union with hisdivine nature;
which human nature confiticd of a true body and
a reafonable foul: fo that two whole, peifeét and
diftin€t natures, the Godhead and the manhond,
were infeparably joincd together in onc perfor,
without converfion, compofiiicn or confuficn:
which perfon is very God, and very man, ve* one
Chrift, the cnly Mediator between Ged and man.
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4 That our Lord Jefus did act affume the hd.
than nature from eternity: for it did not fubfift,
nor had any exiftence from eternity, in any of its
conflituent paris, neither in body nor foul Chrifi’s
humaa na:ure had no exifience beicre it was con-
ceived by the Virgin Mary, by the power of the
Holy Ghoft. It was in the fulnefs of time, that
he was made of a woman.

5- That the perfor of Chrift, by affuming the

human nature, unlerwent no mutation, or reaj}
change. Iis glory was neither increaled nor di-
minifhe] by that aflumption. There was a change
indeed, but it was wholly in the nature aflumed,
not in the perfon afluming. Chrift’s medistorial
perfon, is the perfon of the Son of God. He
could not have been our Mediator, nor executed
the mediatorial office, were he not God. His being
God was fo eflential to the very execution of his
mediatory offices, that they could never have been
executed unlefs he had been God. But if thefe
things are fo, then Chrift, as Mediator, is God ;
and if fo, then he is the objet of divine iv__orﬂ'xiP
as he is Mediator : for if God be the object of di-
vine worfhip, and Chrift, as he is Mediator, be
God ; then Chrift, as Mediator, is the obje¢t of
divine worfhip.
6. That Chrift, as Mediator, is the redeemer,
furety, head and reprefentative, prophet, pricft
and king of his church: as Mediator, he has all
power in heaven and earth, given to him ; an-
ﬁels, authoritics, and powers are made fubjet to
him, and he is fet far above them all: He is not
only king of faints, but governor among the na-
tions ; made Lord and Chrift, Lord of all: and
as Mcdiator, is appointed judge of quick and
dead. Thele things are evident from many
paflages of {cripture, ”

( 25 )

7- That although itis eflential to the Mogia.
tery office of Chrift, that hie be Godth;e bif:ije
he could not execute that office unlels he was
gad + yet it is not eflential to his God—head that

fhoald be 2 Mediator : for, abfira&ting from
the confideration of his Mediatory office, he is
God ; thgrefore it is not by office that he 1; Gaod
;{;‘ -ﬂ!e_éea of God ; or in other words, it is not’

Mediatory office which confiituges him God
or the Son of God ; nor is he the San of God by
icdr?m, mor by adopticn; but he is the true

—exillent and eternal God, and is the natural
negeﬂ‘;‘!g, and eternal Son of Ged. K

O. 1hatour Lerd Chrift being appoi
this office by the Father, did volugntagg;m:ggextg
takeit; and in order to his completely executing
1t, had all neceffary furniture promised and giv-
ea him for that purpofe ; bemg anointed with
the Holy Ghoft above meafure. As our Lord
Jelus is vefied with the Mediatory office, fo will
he remain veficd with it forever,
’ :z ?ugaz:;{o;u: TESTIFY,
. aganl all fych as deny, that {efus Chri
is the Son of God by namzyal, necékll“;m', *:"l]g
ti!:ex;?fai generation ; and therefore not the fame
o Fm | nor equal in power and glory, with
8. Againdt 3]l {uch as maintain, that he is God
En;dy tl:y office and appointment ; and the Son of
bnly, Yy creation, or by office, or by adeption
8- Againft all fuch as deny, ¢ha i
ediator is God and man in ({:)e};)etrlg;fiﬁ e
.4 Againfl fuch as maintain that Christ as Me-
fator 1s not God ; and therefore is not the objc@

D
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5. Againft fuch as maintain, that the Media-
tory kingdom oi Chrift extends no farther than
the Church.

6. Againft fuch asmaintain that it was poffible
for Chrift, during the time of his humiliation, to
commit {in. o

». Againft fuch as maintain, that the divine and
human natures, in Chrift, are blended and con-
founded with each other, fo thas the human na-
ture is deified, &c. ' .

8. Againft fuch as maintain, tkat an imagin-
ary idea of Chrift as man, is heipful to the faith
of him as God-mai..

Chap. IX.—Of Chrifi’s Satisfatiion

and its extent.
WE BELIEVE,

1. That all mankind were reprefented by
Adam in the covenant of works, fo when he fin-
ned and brake it, his firft fin was charged to them
all, who proceeded from him by ordinary gene-
ration; and {in being imputed, the penalty was in-
curred, and :he threatened curfe takes fuch effett
upon every one of them, as foon as they exift,
that they can never, while in their natural fta.e,
yield any acceptable obedicnce to the law of God,
and thereiore, could never procure life for them-
felves. Befides, as thev are all charged with fin,
fatisfa@ion muft be given to the juftice of God,
which it was impoflible for them to give. The
juftice, holinefs, and faithiulnefs of God abfolute-
ly required that the law fhould be obeyed, and
jufiice fa:isfied, if any of mauking fhould obtain
the promifed life, and elcape the threatened
punifhment.

¢ ‘That as none could perform the obedience,
nor endure the penalty, fo as to fatisfy jufiice for

l “m IRV
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themf{elves, nor any mere creature do it for them;
and as God defigned to magniiy and glorify his
mercy and grace in tie redemption and falvaticn
of fome of the fallen race of Adam, he laid their
help upon one that is mightv, one chofen out of
the people, from v-hom he fhould yget that obe-
diencz and fatistaction which law and jafiice re-
juired, even his own eternal and only begotten
Son. ~

g- That our Lord Jelus Chrit did willicgly
undertake to give the obedience and fatistaé¢tion
fo indit penfably required, and adtually and exaétiy
gave it. He gave the required cbedience, to
found and fecure their tide to life, and the {atis—
faction demanded, to deliver and fecure them
from the threatened penalty.

4. That the law which our Lord fefus was
made und.r, and gave obedience umto. v as not
the ceremonial law only, but the moral Law more
efpzcially.  Though the Jews were under the

zremonial law, yet the Gentiles were not . but
the law which our Lord Jefus was made under,
was, and miuit be {uch an one as had an equal
reference to Jews aid Gentiles, becaufc he came
to fave both Jews :nd Gentiles. Now no law
had ai: equal ebligation on Jews and Centiles, but
that which they were equally under: but this
could be the moral law or:ly. Hence, thougls our
1.ord vas madeunder the cerecinonial law, Lecaule
tie Jews were under it ; yet he was more efpici-
ally made under the moral law becaufe both jewr
and Geatiles were equally underit. - And hewas
made under the law for his people, not as a rule
of lite. but as a covenant onlv.

&. That the obedience to the law, and Tatisfac-
tion to juflice, which our Lord Jefus Chrift gave,
was not for all mankind, but for a certain, defi-
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nite number of them only, which can neither bs
increafed nor diminifthed. He made fatisfaction
not only for fome, but for all the fins of thisdefi-
nite number ; but neither for all, nor for any of
the fins of any others. Thofe for whom our
Mediator made fatisiaclion,are in Scripture calied
his elect, his fheep, fuch as were ordamed to eter-
nal Iife; and they are fuch as he intercedes for
with the Father : but all mankind arec not hw
chofen, his fheep ; nor ordained to eternai life ;
nor does he intercede for all mankind.

6. By the obedience and fatisfaétion which
Chrift gave to law and juftice, he purchafed for
the elet all things neceflary for their happinefs
in time and eternity. The elet have the com-
mon benefits of life, as a fruit of Chrift’s purchafe.
It is not only the fanlified ule of thefe things for
which they are to pray, and which is promifed
to them ; but the things themielves: and when
we pray for them, we muft not approach to God
as an abfolute God ; and as thefe things are pro-
mifed, and are not always prefent with the elet,
they may trufi in God’s promife, not only for the
fan@ified ufe of them, but for the things them-
felves which are promifed.

». That the fatisfaction which Chrift gave to
law and juliice, was not only and barely for the
good of the elect, but in their name, room and
place: and when it is imputed to them and receiv-
ed by faith, it is accounted theirs, to all intents
and purpofes, as if they had done and fuffered all
in their own perfons.

WE THEREFORE TFSTIFY,

1. Againft all {uch as maintain, that Chrift died
for all mankiudl, and not for the cleét only.

2. Againfi all fuch as maintain, that Chrift died,
aot to purchaife ccrtain falvation for any, but to

( 29 )

purchafe a poflibility of falvation for all mankimd,
upon conditions to be performed by themfelves,

a kind of comnmon gracd which Chrift pur-

fed for,and befiowed UP?‘:B mankind,which
they whu have and they who have not the gofpel,
may improveto their own falvation: or that he died
for all mankind, not with z defign to fave them
ali, nor to make falvation pofiible for aH, but to
lay a foundatior: fur offering Chrift and falvation
to all with fincerity.

3. Agsinft fuch as maintain, that by the death
of Chriit mankind are freed from the rigor of the
law as given to Adam ; and that they are placed
under a new and mildex law, requiring eafier
and milder conditions—this new law is the gofpel,
and the milder conditions, faith, repentance, and
fincere, though imperfect obedience. :

4. Againft fuch as maintain, that Chrift did
not obey the law for any, bu: only fuffered and
died for the purpofe rmcntioned in the preceding
paragraphs.

5- Aganit all fuch as maintain, that Cheift did
not make fatisfaction for anv by his death and
fuiferings ; but only obeyed and fuffered, to leave
us an example, and for our good ; but not in the
room and place of any, fo as to be imputed to
them to found & title to life, and freedom from
eternal death.

6. Againft fuch as deny, that temporal benefits
%0 the elecl, are the fruits of Chrifi's fatisfaQtion.

Chap. X.—OFf the Gospel Offer.

\WE BELIEVE,

1. That it is impoflible to have any knowledge
of Jefus Chrift, of pardon of fin and ialvation by
him, without a revelation of then: from God.
The revelation of the way and mecans oi [ilva.
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tion by Jefus Chrift, is called the gofpel; which
imports good, or glad tidings.

e. That the gofpel, or theie good tidings of
Chrift a Saviour, af lite and falvation by him,
is prefented to every finner, wherefocver the gof-
pel comes and is preached, with the call, invita-
tion and command of God to receive them, what-
ever has been their former ftate or conduct.

8. That in the gofpel, wherever it comes, Chrift
with all his faving benefits are given to every
hearer of the gofpel. By giving here, we do not
mean giving in pollcflion, but only giving in right
to poflefs. In this manner the gofpel ofter is re-
prelented in various pallages of Scripture.

4. That the unlimited ofler of the gofpel to
every one who hears it, is not founded on Chrifl’s
dying for all mmankind, fince he did net die for
all men; nor upon eternal ele€tion, for all the
hearers of the gofpel are not ele@ed : but upon the
command and commiffion which Chrift gave to
his Ambafladors, to preach the gofpel to every
creature, and the fufliciency of his faustaction,
to lave every one that believes in him.

5. That though preaching the goipel dces not
confift in promifing falvation to all who hear 1it,
or in affirming that Chrift has redcemed each
of them ; yet 1t confifis in prefenting Chrift, par-
don of fin, and falvation to each of them, and
in informing them, and aflerting, that Chrift
with all his benefits is given them in right to
poflels; which giving is the proper ground upon
which any one can receive Chrift with «ll his un-
fpeakable mercies that are offered with him.

6. That though none but fuch as are convinc—
ed of fin, will come to C hrift, none but fuch as
fee their need of a faviour, will ever be perfuad—
ed to apply him to themfelves, or with proprie-

( 8 )

ty to apply to him for their own {@Whtion: Yet
the ofter of the goipel is not to be limited 10 {uch
as are convinced of {in: ngmgre the minifiers of
the gofpel to fufpend the f the goipel trom
men, until they are hum penitent, hunger-
ing and thirfling after {ai#gtion, as if none had
a right to have the gofpel oftered to them but
thole who are luch: for as this is contrary to
the fcripture, fo none could be guilty of unbelief
but fuch as thole mentioned : belides none can be
evangelically penitent, humbled, &c. but fuch
as have actually came to Chrift. Now ail qua-
lifications, that can be named, which a man may
have before he comes to Chrift, are nothing but
finful ones; which furcly can give us no better
right to Chrift tha:i other fins.

WE THLRFFORE TESTIFY,

1. Againt all fuch as maintain, that the un-
Iimited offer of the gofpel is founded upon the
univer{al purchafe which Chrift made for all men.

g. Againit all fuch as maintain that there isan
oblcure ofter of the gofpel, among the heathens,
where they are entirely deftitute of a divine re-
velation, by the light of nature.

g. Againft fuch as deny, that thereis any of-
fer of Chrift, pardon of fin, or of falvation by
him, made to anv in the gofpcl.

4. Againft fuch as maintain, that the gofpel
fhould be preached to none but fenfible finners,
and fuch as are penitent, and humbly hunger-
ing for falvation. )

5. Againft fuch as ma'ntain, that forrowing
for fin, hungering after Chrift, &c. are neceflary
preparatives upon which the finner’s right to
come to Chrift is founded ; and while deftitute
of thefe preparatory qualifications his right is
fufpended. 'Thisis contrary to our Lord’s orders
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o his Amiafladors, to go and preach the gofpel
0 every creatare.

6. Againft fuch g8 deny, that Chrift is given
to the hcarers of MI in any {enfe unt.if they
receive him : That it and falvation is given
to every hearer of che gofpel in right to poflefs

and that this gift of Chrift and all his purchafe,
in the gofpdl, is the ground of faith.

Chap. X1.—Of the Freedom of the
Hill.

‘WE BELILEVYE,

1. That Gad hath endowed the foul of man
with a faculty or power of choofing er refufing,
approving or difapproving, &c. which is called
the wiLL. The will of maa is andowed with a
natural liberty, fo that it cannot be forced to
choose or refufe, &c. by any natural neceflity.

8. That when God created man in a flate of
innocency, he made him with 3 freedom of will,
and with fufficicnt ability to choole that which
was good only ; but God did not ake the will
of man immutably determined to good only ;
for he was capable of bein biaﬂé, and de-
¢ermined to that which is evil.

3. That when our firft parents had broken
covenant with God, they reprefenting gll their
pofterity, both thev and their ‘po(lgrit Joft all
Fowcr to will, or to do any thing {piritually geed ;

o that, though the will retains its nawral free-
dom, yet it is free to choole evil only : the un-
derfland being, by the fall, rendered wholly
{piritually blind ; there is no beauty nor come}j-
nefs in any thing ipiritually good, that can be
difcerned by the mind of man, until his eygs, the
cyes of hisunderfianding be opened : Hence the
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will cannot choofe, but refufe what is fpiritually
good, till it be renewed.

4. That when God converts a finner, he illu-
minates the underftanding and renews the will,
by waich it is enabled to ﬁloofc the good and re-
fule the evil : yet by reafon of remaining corrup-
tion, the will cannot choofe the one and refufe the
other perfeétly, but accordine to the old nature,
it often chootes the evil and refufes the good, and
according to the new nature, it chooles the good
and re‘ufes the evil.

5. That the will does not exert itfelf and pro-
dace its acls by a felf-determining power, but is
determined to alt by fuitable motives.

6. That the will cannot a® while in equilibrio,
or in a flate of inditterence; for to fuppole it dées
infers a contradiction: it fuppofes that the will
ats when it has no inclination to act. Before
the will choofes or refufes any thing, it mufl be
inclined fome way, or by {ome thing, to choofe
or refufe that thing.

. That though the alts of will are not necef-
fary by a natural necellity, yet they #re neceflar
in all cafes, whether refpecting fin or duty, wit
a moral neceflity, or a neceflity of connettion or
confequence. = The fum of all is,

8. Unregenerate men and devils have a freedom
of will to that which is evil only. Regenerate
men have a freedom of will to that which is {pi-
ritually good, according to their new nature, and
to evil onlv, according to their old nature. The
holy angels amd the fpirits of juft men made per-

fect, and they only of creatures of God,

have theit wills unal g determined, sot in

their own nature, bus B the good pleafd@and

grate of God, to that which is good only. = The
E
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will of God alone, is naturally, neceflarily and
unchangeably determined to that which is good.
WE THEREFORE TESUIFY,

1. Againtt all fuch as maintain, that all men
havea freedom of will to that which is fpiritually
good, even while unregenerate,

s. Againft all fuch as maintain, that man’s will

is poflefled of a fel{-determining power, by which-

it can turn itfelf either to good or evil at any time.

g. Againft all fucl: as maintain, that when the
will aés, it is in a ftate »f indifference, and in equal
balance with regard to zood and evil, fin and duty.

- Againft fuch as maintain, that the volitions
or alts of the will are contingent and uncertain,
and that the volitions of intel%igent creatures are
not neceflary with a moral neceffity, or a necei-
fity of confequence.

5. Againft all fuch as maintain, that all men,
even in a ftate of irregeneracy, have a freedom
of will and ability to convert themfelves, and to

pare themfelves to converfion ; and that main-
tain that man, in an unregenerate ftate, can will
and do any thing that is good in a {piritual point
of view.

Chap. XII.—Of Efffeéiual Calling,

or Regeneration.
WE BELIEVE,

1. That all God’s ele& are, before their con-
verfion, dead in trefpafles and fins, ignorant of
God, and of themfelves, and of the nature and
neceflity of falvation by Jefus Chrift, and-are en-
emies to God ; and they are utterly unable to
convert themfelves, 3rito prepare themfelves
therednto.

s. That reg¥neration is not effeCted by meral
fuafion, or by moral caufes or means only ; bus

n
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by the powerful, irrefiftible, efficacious and fu-

- pernatural influences and operations of the Holy

Spirit of God.

8. That although God hath appointed means,
fuci as the reading and preaching of the wor d,
and therein and thereby ufes commands, exhor—~
tations and perfuafions with men, to turn from
finto God ; yet neither thefe means of themfelves,
nor the finner in the moft diligent ufe of them,
can effect his own regeneration. Itis the Spirit
of God regenerating the man, that only can ena-
ble him to ufe the means which God hath ap-
]();.lgted. to any good purpofe Tor turning unte

4- That ration is not the creating of any
new faculties in the foul, nor the repairing and
mending the old ones ; but the creating and im-

lanting of principles entirely new in the fame
oul ; fuch as light inftead of darknefs, faith in-
ftead of unbelief, love inftead of enmity, and the
like ; whereby the foul is renewed, and change8,
as to its habits and principles of action. *

5. That in regeneration, properly fpeaking,
and as diflinguifhed from converfion and fanéi-
fication proiperly taken, there is the exercife of no
grace, as of faith, repentance, and the like ; but
the habits and principlesof all grace are implant-
ed in the foul. Faith and repentance, or any
other grace in exercife, are the effects of regene-
ration.

6, That though thé foul of man be an active
being, before, in the time of, and after regonera-
tion; yet it is not active, but wholly paflive in re-
ﬁeneration: or in other words, it ha:h no active

and in regenerating itfelf, but js altog:ther a
paflive recipient thercin. The foul of man has
no more allivity in its own regeneration, than g
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¢hiid has in is own generation znd formation in
tixx womb, or 2 dead man could have in his own
siviicesion.  We can neither do, nor aétively
r=ceive any thing before we are made fpiritually
aive.

+. That regeneration is 2 work of the Spurit of
God, ir which the finner is convinced of his fin
an1 mifery, his mind is enlightened in the know-
- kdge of Chrifi, and his wil! is remewed ; and
thercby he is perfuaded and enabled to embrace
Jelus Chnifi s offered to him in the gofpel:
which embracing or believing in Chri4, is the ef-
fe&t and evidence of our regencration.

8. Trat all thofe whezs God hath chofen from
eterr:ty, and predefiinaied to eternal life, and
none but thele, are, in time, ted, or born
agzzin. Moft, i mot ali the elet that ever come
to the ule and exercife of reafon, are not regene-
ra‘ed :iii they are capable of being convinced of
€in, and of having 1heir minds enlighiened ia the
knowledge oi Chrift.

WL THEREFORE TESTIFY,

1. Agzainft all fuch as deny the abfolute necef—
fitv of regencration.

e. Againft fuch as maintain, that every man
kes fusficient powde and grace given him to re-
guocrate himfelf.

5- Agaiifi fuch as maintain, that all the work
ci thz Holy Spirit neceffary to regenerate any
verien, is coly to reprefent divine truths to the
uedertanding, and to bring them to remem-
brasic: and thereby raifing fome ideas inthe brain,
2n:d maling forne impreflions on it ; butdeny that
any {upe natural habits are implanted, or fuper-
natural uid is neceflary to.1egenerate a finner.

4. Agaiaft fuch as maintain, that regeneration is
cilected by merely moral meansand moral fuafion.

—
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§- Againft fuch as mzintain, that we can pre-
pare ourfelves for regendration, and that it is very
neceflary we fiiculd do fc.
6 Afainﬁ fuch as ceny, that the cperaticns of

the Holy Spirit in regenciaticn are eflicacicus and
irrefiftible, and mamntain that mer can frufirate
the operations of the Spirit, fo as to prevent the
regeneration even of fuch as he is determined to
regencrate. -

7. Againft fuch as maintain, that man is not
whollv paflive in regeneration, and confequently
that men are aQive in their ow» regeneration.

8. Againfi fuch as maintair, that the elect are
regencrated from the womb.

Chap. XIII.—0f Jusiification.
WE BELIEVE,

1. That all thofe who were from eternity pre-
defiinated to eiernal li‘e, are, 1n time, unitad to
Jefus Chr:ft. as their hvad and hufband, and they
and they only are jufiifid.

2. That the author of jufiification is God only.
¢« It is God that juitifieth.”

8. That juftification does not change our na-
iure, but our fiate with regard te the law.,

4. That in jufiification v.e are ieither made nor
proncunced hely, but fufiaincd and declared righ-
teous in law.

5- That jufiification iz not oppoled to unholi-
nefs and ungced!linefs in Scrip:ure, but to condem-
nation. And as conde:nation puts no wicked-
nefs nor criminality intc the perion condemned ;
fo neither does jufiiication put 2uy rightecuinefs
or godlinefs ir:to the perfon julithed.

6. That we are not fané¢tified in any degree
before we are jutiificd. The finner can neitaer

repent evangelically, nor love God, nor do any
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Eodmkwbﬂo&er,befmhekjnﬁiﬁed:for
fore he is juftified, he is =ider the law, and fo
unser ihe curfe, 20d under the firength and do-

“mimes of fin.
~. That we are juftified upon-the ground of 2
law.magnifying and jufiice-fatisfying righteouf—

nefs ; which cannot be our own, or wrought by
us; for our own righteoufnefs is as filthy rags,
and > by the deeds of the law there fhall no flefh_
be jufiified.” It is therefore upon the ground of
that righteoufucis wrought out and brought in by
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and upon it alone, that we
are juftified.

‘8. Thzt in order ‘o our being juflified by the
righteoufnefs of Chrift, it is imputed to us ; and
we receive and appropriate Chnift and his righte-
oufnefs, and jufti?cation by it, tc our own fouls
by faith alone.

’9. That when we are juflified, all our fins, pafl,

ent and to come, are pardoned, and our per-
E:' accepted : we have a complete title to etefnal
Iife, and freedom from eternal death, upon the
account of the righteoufnefs cf Chrift imputed to
us, and upon no other ground whatfoever.

10. That it is by the righteouinefs of Chnft
imputed to0 us, that we are delivered from the law
as a covenant.

11. That the righteoufnefs of Chr:ift is not only
the meritorious and purchafing caufe of juftifica-
tion, as it is of all other benefits and bleflings of
the covenant of grace, but the very matter ard

ound of ir, on accou::t of which we areaccount-
ed righteous before God.

13 That juftification is an a&, and perfc&t and
complete at once.

13 That though God from eterni:y <lecreed to
juflify the ele&; yet they are not juftified actually

P — S —— — —

" delivered from the law in time ; but thist
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from eternity, but in time ; for they are repre-
fented as adtuaily under ihe law in time, and as

hey could
no: be, if they were juflified irom eternity. They
are dJivered from the law by the righteouinefs of
Carift 1:oputad to them ; becaufe that righteouf-
nefs arfwers all the demands of the law, and be-
ing reckoned theirs in law, they are as perfe@ly
delivered from the law as a covenant, as Adam
woul:d have been bad he kept it during the time
of his tion.
14. That juftification is immediately fucceeded
by fan&ification as its proper fruit and evidence;
for the finner becomes thereby « dead 1o the law,
that he maj bring forth fruit unto God.” and is, in
juftification, « deliveres from the law, that he may
ferve God in newnefs of fpirit, and not in the ol-
nels of the letter.~

15. Tha: thole who are jufiified can never be
condemned. It cannot confiii with the diftribu-
tive juftice of God, to condemn to eternal wraik,
thofe in whofe room and place Chrift fulfilled the
law and fatisfied the jufiice of God.

WE TESTIFY THEREFORE,

1. Againft fuch as deny, that jufiification is

:})on the ground and foot of Chrift’s righteouinels
one.

e. Againft fuch as deny, that juftification is

rfe® at once ; but maiutain a firft and {econd
Juitification, and that it can be increafed by our
good works.

3- Againft fuch as maintain, that though we
may be juftified by the righteoufnefs of Chrifi;
yet we have a title to heaven by our ood works,

4 Againft fuch as maintamn, that jufiification,
like the other bleflings of the covenant, is only
purchafed by the rightecufnels of Chrifi, and that
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- works ; or that even the

it is not the very matter of cur juflification, and”
the aione ground of .

5. Agamft fuch as maintain, thet it is only a
title to pardon, the favour of God and deliverance

from the idw, and not (hefe bleifings themfelves,
that we obtain, in the very fentence, and in the
very inflant of juftification; but calv a tile 1o
them, fuch as we obtaia, by the righteoufnefs of
Chrift, to the other blessings of the covenant,
fuch as fandtification and glorification.

6. Againft fuch as maintain, that their own
faith, and not the obje& of their faith, the rizh-
teoulnefs of Chrift, is their juftifying righteoufnefs
before God.

7. Agaioft fuch as maintain, that juftificatior
vy the nighteoufnefs of Chrift, and jufiification by
the free grace of God, are inconfiftent.

8. Againft fuch as maintain, that we are jufti- -

fied, ether wholly or in part, by orr own good
grace of God wrought
1 men’s hearts, is, in any refpe€t, the ground
and matter of our juftification befcre God.

9. Againlt fuch as inaintain, that fan&ification,
in any degree of it, precedes, or mufl be in exer-
cife in men’s hearts, before they are juffified : thae
it is neceflary that m2n be in the exeicife of evan-
gelicai humility, repentance and lave to God;

tous to our being juflified : but without faith
#t is impossible to pleafe God, and fuch as are
uhder the Jaw are under the curfe.

10. Againit {uch as deny, that fan&ification is
the immediate fruit and evidence of juftification.

11. Againft fuch as maintain, that thofe who
are juftified may fall again into condemnation ¢
and againfl fuch s mamtain, that it would be
confifient with God’s diftributive juftice to damn
thofe tor whom Chrift died. ‘

{

19. Asaipit fick 2s man‘ain that (e o1t are
Tl or =ivch i ey ch tame zizs_:zg,
dead to anid defverad fram the fav oo orniy:
there banz o ground, irom Senpture, to con—

chue that any that are capabiz of ¥, are whified
bainrr chey actually believe in Chit.

Chap. XIV.—Of Faifh.

“E BLOJEY

1. Thattrue favine faith is wrou=hr mihe hesr:_

£ a fmavr, fenfible of Hits fin and mitery, amd C

tis aLioinic ueed of lalvation, by tiw word and
1 3Tp e

w

= ~ :’ :- 3-'}- > gl
e hat th= whole word of Gad s 1o 1= beiiev-
¢’ wih a divine faith ; but the immediate oot

. - 3 - o A -l o - ~ v

of waat s call~d itfving faih, is e golpel on-

Ivs as Jeius kst and remiilion of s, and eter-
- ] ~ of ot - - 3re -.32; i . i

nal fife it ivaon, ace propoted and prefented

to finner ., 1 be Dellevad, ia the goiped only, and
o : . .‘ fa- —'-' 3 3 ‘f‘l "
not at =l ouitie law, as properiv diismgunned

Jdrom e aoinci,

4. That nut any tiing dore by <he {inner, nor

s hﬁm:iity, repentance, love to God, nor any
o lier grace or exerciie ot 'r*‘ thatcan be n:i.zned,
is or can be that upon which the {aih we ipeak
of is founded.  Nothing acceptable o Geod, no-
ining but that which is ﬁ::h:!‘ can precad: t:azﬁ:t,
acconding 1o the Seriptures { but tidl wiic t:i.?ui
acceptable to Guo, tha which can I -ar no vher
demm:.«:.r_inn bu: !h.’l? o {1, cal never oe e

in ke : e vl i - etk :
wronght inhim previous o Lis belicving ; neuher

sron el of faith divane . i

4- Thatall kinds of faith are anded apon tel-

timony. A human fith s !u::‘ndcd' on hu:::z‘z_n

tefiimony, and a diviae (ait®is tounied on a di-

vine tettmony.  Believing that aay record, na -
3 i
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rative, gift, grant, or offer, is the record, nsrra-~
tive, &c. or the tefiimony of fuch or fuch 2 p=—
fon, is not all that is neceflary to the believing of
his tefiimony ; but it is neceflary to believe the
things contained in 1he record, narrative and tef-
1znonv. Now if there be things in that teftimony
which relate to all ons to whom it comes ; if
in that teftimony are grants made, offers
given, gifts prefented, promifes and records of

favours and benefits held out to every one
to whom the tefiimony is prefented, and to every
one of them in particular; then we cannot be fard
to believe this his teflimony, unlefs we believe that
fuch gifts, grants, offers, promifes and records,
have been and are made to us in particalar, every
one for himfelf.

§- That a particular part of the teftimony and
record of God, which he hath addrefled to finners
wherefoever the gofpel is preached, is, that he
hath given unto them eternal life, pardon of fin,
and a complete falvation, not, indeed, in poifei-
fion, but in right to poflefs; to which tefiimony
and record he requires their ailent and belief.

6. That the great impediment in the way of the
finner’s faith in Chrift, is his not crediting er not
being perfuaded, that the offer of Chrift, and par-
don of fin, eternal life and falvation by and with
him, is prefented, offered and given to himfelf in
particular, on the ground of the gofpel teflimony,
to be believed, by him, for his own benefit, with-
out any predilpofing qualifications to found his
i2ith on.

7. That as where there is no degree of aflurance
of the truth of the fore-mentioned tefiimony of
pardon cf fin, ctetnal life and f{alvation, to the
finner hiinfelf iz particular, to whom the tefiimo-
“y is addrefled, as it is to every one in particular
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where the golpel is preached ; there there cen be
ne faith, but a tota] unbelief : tor every degree of
hefitation, f ing, doubting, wavering, fcar-
ing, with rd to the truth of God’s tetiimony,
re{peting théir own pardon, eternal fife and fal-
vation by Chrift. thus offered, given, promifed and
recorded in Gouw - tefiimony, to be bedieved and
received, 13 unbetief, and no way belongs 10 1he
nature of faith, though mav be, and often.
are, in the {ame foul where faith is.

8. That faith, therefore, includes nct onlv an
affent to the truth of God’s word in generai, an
approbation of the goipel fcheme of falvation, and
aa hearty acquiefcence in it ; an agproprianon of
Chrift to ourielves in pariicular, and a certainty:
all which foine gran: to belong to the very nature
of faith, and particularly grant that appropria-
tion and certainty belong 1o the very effence of
faith, who yvet deny that there is any aflurance in
its nature and effence ; which is moft ablurd and
unreafonable. Therefore we maintain, that everv
a@t of faving faith has fome degree of afiurance
balonging to itsvery eflence; and 1t is a contradic-
tion in terms to denv it, and to talk of faith with-
out afflurance, and elpeciallv to allow appropria-
tion and certainty to belong to the nature of faith,
and vet deny affurance to be effential to its na-
ture: and we maimain that afflurance, founded on
God’s teflimony, that he {hail be faved, is infepa-
rably conneCted with true faith in every believer’s
heart. 4

g. That though it is dangerous for finners to
perfuade themfelves, that they are favinglv in-
terefizd in the promifes of the goipel, without
folid grounds for their affuraic:; ver the gofped
ofer, ©31's rocord of eivine to {inners cternal
fie wy Chrifl, and his conmands zind nvitatins




tobelieve in lim for pardon of fin and everhﬁing
nfv.:, with an sflurance that he wiil cafl none off
wiio come to him, aftord a feiid ground for be-
Keving, vet only that Chrift and falvauon are
gven, offered, &c. to fianers in general, bat to
himfelf in particular. and a more “olid ground of
~tfurance that he fhall have eternal life and fal-
yation, than any experience of ours. ‘That muft
be granted to be the muit folid ground of aflu-
rance of tiwe promifed bleiings, which wiil abide
when any oiher is gone: but the word of God

will continue when all other greunds of affurance,,

fuch as the experience and fenfibie manifeftations
o zrace, are gone. It i scangenms, therefoie, to
teach that God's word is not a folid grouad for
afluring ourlelves of his promifed mercy.

10. That though faith may be kpawn by its
fruits, and therefore we {hou'd examine ourfclves
whether we be in the faith or not ; vet the firength
ot faith is better known bny iis ﬁr-n reliance on
God’'s word, when its fruits cannot be dfeovered,
and when it can find nothing to grip to.but God’s
faith{ulnefs, like \:*r*‘*azr, who againft hope Le-
lieved in hope, thau bv its fraits.  And though
the p.ous and faithful mav be, and often are, pof-

{eited with doubts and fearsy c.'m,ung themfclves;
et their deubts and fears of God’s giving them
Chriii, pardon of nn and eteraal liie, in the gite

and oiler of them in his werd, and their doubts
and fears thar thev have e warrant nor rizht to
adure themfcives of (wd s mercey, bat what ariles

‘rom their own expcriences, &c. is nore of their
piety and fainfluinefs, but ibeir fin of unbelief.—
Mogeover, titouy 1 tie car-lefe, pr&fumpgi\e and
enthatialiic mav be, upon the ground of their own
v iveoulpels, enthiudaftic ,..q,uuu or tive general
Ficrey of God, tull of afiuiances of tieir buug th
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favourites of heaven;vet it i neitker pael ampt.on
nor enthufiaim, but true and genuise ’ oh, even
the faith of God's i, to ptrluadc and zfiure
curieives, upon the ground of God's ward, and
his ofier of pardon, life and falation in Chrif,
thereinexhibited that we fhall have thefe i:ldﬂrgs.
11. That faith s not founded on ti:e iniention
of God 10 fave the elect, nor upon eicition ; ior.
is the frft ac of faith 2 belie. that we vere ﬂa’:c;al
frometernaty; hlt,qss.._.beforefam, Git usfc :
ed on God’s record, &c. and tie f:fi aét ef 1a;¢h
is the believing God'’s record, ard a receiving his
it and ofler of Chrifi and falvation.as beid ferih
12 the goipel, that to the fiiner in particular, now
bd..vu.g,prpmched the forgivenefs of fius.
Wr 1HEREFORE TESTIHFY, =
: Agamu zil fuch as deny, that parcdon of sin,
2'ld etcical life and falvaiion, are, iogeiher wu.h
Chriii, prefented, giver and madc over,inthe
pel. to sinrers in genera]. wherever the gofpd s
preached; and deny :hat this is the grcwd ot iaith.
e ..gamfx fuch as maintain, that the ground of

pr

lufiifving faith is fomething done by, or wronght

in the heast of the sinner.

g Againft {uch as deny aflurance to befong to
the nature and eflence of juftifving faiih, and

maintain that aflurance is infeparable fiom {aith
in the believer’s heart.

4. Againfl {uch as abfurdiy and incenfifieniiv
acmit of appropriation ana certa’~:y as bdaa:r-
ing to0 the nature of faith, and yct deny that af-
furance belongs toits eflence.

5. Againfi fuch as maintain it io be daneercy
for a sinner 1o perfuade and aflure him{dii vi ;m-
den and mezey, upon the ground ¢f God's vwerd,

without tl.e knowlcdge of our pardon, &, Ly

marks of grac.: in ihe heart.
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6. Agais® fuch a3 maintain, that the Sr=ngih
of faith is better krown by its fruits, than by the
firmnels of its confidence in “od’s word when
nooe of its fruis can be difcovered ; contrary to.
deaiptumandtheuperiencedthefams_
7- Againft fuch as pmintain, that # = femp-

tuous and enthusiaftic, te perfuade ard allure our-
fcives of pardon of sin and tance with God,
upon the ground of his gift and offer of thele 1o
us in his word, without fensibl manifefiations of
grace in our hearts.

8. Againft fuch as maintain the general amd
doubtfome faith of the Papifis, and 12y with them,
that the faith of fpecial mercy is a confe of
juftificazion; wherefore the faith of fpecial mercy
}s not juflifying faith: and that the confidence by
which any one trufis that his sins are forgiven,

pends on a good confcience; and therefore pre-
fuppofes juftificaion does not bring it about; and
that it is exceeding rafh, for men to believe t}tat
their fins are forgiven them, as if they were war-
ranted todo fo by the word.

o.-e¥inft fuch as maintain, that the firft a&
of faith is, to believe that we were elefled from
eternity.

Chap. XV.—Of Repentrnce.

WE BELIEVE, | »
1. That God commands all =:er, every where,
to repent of their fins. o
e. That there is a kind of repentance which is
commonly called legal repentance, whichmen may
have while in a fiaie of rature; and while fuch they
can have no othcr fort of 1epentance. Fear of
punifhment, and not katred of fin, as fin, is the
principzl imotive o s felf love, and felf preter—

{ 7 3} -
vation, and not the loveand glory of God, zre the
chief endis in view. This Kiné of repentance may,
and, in fome , always does 2o beore ufts-
fication, and is preceded by a Qith sf thelaw : but
canaot pleafe God, nor is it any zaark of 2 gra-
cious flate.

3- Evangelical repentance is a grace of the Holy
Spinit, wrought in the heart of a believer ; where-
by from a fight and fenfe of his finis, as dithonor—
ing and ofte..five to God, and from an apprehen-
sion of God’s mercy ia Chrifi Jefus, be turns fromr
it unto God, being grieved for it, and loathing
and hating it for its ocicuinels and contrariety to
God’s Holy nature and law, fincerely purpéﬁng
aod endeavouring to live a lifeof new obedience.

4- That this evangelical tance cannot ex-
ift in tite foul, uniil the perfon is jufiified before
God, and is a confequent of faith in Chrift Jefus -
For if we can do no good thing while we are un-~
der the curfe; fo witgout faith we cannot pleafe
God: but evangciical repentance is a good work,
and is pleasing toGod; whereforeit is a confequent
and not an antccedent to juftification and faith.

5. That evangelical repentance is abfolutely
neceflary in all {ubjetts capable of it ; and with-
out it, no perfon has a right to conclude, as is
plain from the Scripture, that he is in a gracious
ftate, but is yet in his sins.

WE THERFFDORE TESTIFY, o

1. Againft fuck as maintain, that 2 man may
be fo fre: frov: sia in this life, as to need no re-

ntance,

2. Againft luch as maintain, thatan unpardoned
sinner can iepant evangelicaliy.

. 8. Againft fach as maintain, that evangelical
repentance is abfoiutelv previcufly neceflary to
judicial pardon and juitification.
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£ Againft fuch as maintain, th:at repentance is
any atonwiment ior sn.
5. Againti fuch asdeny, that evaagelcal repen-
tance is 2 neceflary conlequence of the removal of
he curfe in juftification, and fo ol faish in Chrift.

Chap. XVL.—Of the Affurance of

Grace and Sclvation.

WE BELIEVE,

1. That though anbelievers and hypocrites may
be elated with the falfe hopes and decepiious af-
furances of their being high in the favour of God;
which heves of the hypocrite perifh ; yet true be-
licvers may arrive at a well iounded and infalli-
ble affurance, that they arein a fiate of grace and
falvation, and that they fhall finally obtain the
full an1 completz enjoyment of God.

=. That this aflurance of grace and falvation,

which the beticver may obtain, ard which many
have obtained, is not the fame as the aflurarce
which belongs to the efTonce of faith. Hencewe
maintain with our Confeflion of Faith, that the
aflurance of our being in a fiate of grace and fal-
vation “ doth not fo belong to the efler.ce of faith,
bat that a bcliever may wait leng and conflict
with manv difficuitics before he obtain it ; yet be-
ing enabled by the Spirit to know the things that
are freely given him of God, he may, without ex-
traordinary revelation, in the right ufe cf ordinary
means attain thercunw.” ‘Lhe aflurance whicn
we maintain to belong to the clicnce of faith,which
we have fpokea of before, and the afiurance of
grace, &c. of which we {peak in this chapter,
ought. carefully to be difiinguifhed, for they differ
in foveral refpeéts:— 1. They diiter in their acts.
In the aflurance of faith we reccive Chrift as ours

$)
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in the promilz ; but by feniible 2furanc2 we know
by fenfe and exvperience, that ke is eurs in prefent
pofleilion. . Tiey difter m their obecr. Pie
obi-&t of the allurai:ce of faith is alioocther with-
out the believer, and s jefus Chrift and his righ—
teoulneis revealed in the promiles of tlie go{';zi ;
but theobjeét of ienfible afiurance is partiy with-
cut a{ld partlv within the believer, and is both the
promifes ot God and his cwn fenfible experience
0, grace. 3. T.hey_ditfer in their order. The
affurance of faith is fuf, and the aflurance of
fe:iife follows. No man can have the aflarance
of fenfe, but {uch as, in fome degree, have the af-
{urance of faith firft, no more than a man can
h?ve gracé in exercife before fie has faith. 4. The
differ in their confequences. The eonfequenee cf
the aflurance of faith is a deliverance from the
geiiile of fin, whether they be fenfible of their own
at, or -ither, the genuinenels of their own adl,
of no., !the wnfequence of the ailirance cf
fenfe is, not on:lv the lenfible remeoval of gui t, but
¢omfort and confolation arifing fror the {unfible
experiences of the grace of God in the heart,
wilereby the trutk and reziity of the affurance of
faith is made manifeti, and zf)laz the guilt of finis
removea.

3. That as truc believers may wazit lon : before
.t}iéy obtain the aflurance of their prefent being
in a fiate of grace, wnd that they 1211 be {;n'ee.io;
fo after they have dosaitted it, thev mav rtve it
weakened and intermitted throu,h maniiold
temptations and Jefertions; vet are they never
Jott deflitute of fuch a prefente of the Spirig of
God as Keep. them irom linkingdfito utter deipair,
Wherefore, a perfon may be iga flate of grrace,
and yet not be fenfilic and aflured that b8 is pre-

fenily in a flate of grace. G
&

.
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4. That as an infallible affurance of our ben:f
ina flate of grace,is attainable in the ordinary ufe
of the means of God’s appointment, without ex-
traozdinary revelation ; fo it is the duty of every
believer to obtain it ; and the perfon who never
feeks after it by felf-examination, prayer, asd o-
" ther means of God’s appointment, gives but a for-

WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,
1. Againft fuch as deny, that there is any in-
fallible aflurance attainabie-by a believer in this
life, that he is in a ftate of grace, and fhall un-
doubitedly come to the full enjoyment of God.-
2. Againft fuch as maintain, that there is no
difference between the aflurance that is in juftify-
ing faith, and that which is obtained ¢
or fenfible aflurance. S
8- Againft fuch as maintain, that np perfon can
be in a ftate of grace but they muft know it, or,
“ :vfhich is to the lame purpolfe, be fenfibly affured
it.
4. Againft fuch as deny, that it is any mans
duty to {eek for the affurance of their being in a
ftate of falvation. | o
~ 5- Againft fuch as profefs themfelves to be be-
lievers, and yet never examine themfelves whether
they be in the faith, nor ufe any means and en-
deavours to know the ftate of their fouls, in order
to obtain an aflurance of their falvation.

Chap. XV11.—Of aBeliever's De-~

liverance from the Law.
WE BELIEVE,

1. That a£ '?’ while in an unregencrate flate,
ar¢ under the law as a covenant of works, de-
mandirﬁe p‘ef'fe&, perfonal obediénce of them,

e

byreflcctian,

under the penalty of Ged’s wrath rad curfe.
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s. That all true believers are delivered from
the law. , )
g. That the lww from which the believer is de-
livered, is the fame from which every believer, at
any time or period of the church, was delivered ;
and the law which every unbeliever, while fuch,

at all times was, or is under. |
That it could not be the ceremonial nor ju-
dicial laws only, from which the believer, wien
{ude-4s delivered ; for believers under the Old

AFeftament were not delivered from thefe laws, hat

&

were under them, and bound to give obediencs o
them, though believers and unbelievers under the
New Teftament are delivered from the ceremoniol
law whollv, and from the judicial law as faras .
was pecaliar to the Jews.  Again, that it cannot *
te thele laws only, which believers are faid to be
delivered from, is plain from this, thai every be-.
liever, in every period of the church, was never
under thefe laws; none but the Jews under the
old difpenfation were ; the Gentiles never were.
Now none cctld be delivered from a law they
never were under. i

5. That the law from which believers are de-
livered, is a law common to both jews and Gen-.
tiles - but no other law was common to both, but
the moral law.

6. That as it can be n> other but the moral
law from which believers are delivered ; yet they
are not delivered from it as a rule of life, but only
as a covenant : for NO man cver was, is now, or
cver will be, delivered from the law asa m!e.

= That every believer is periectly delivered
from the law as a covenant of works, fo that he
can neither be juflified nor condemned by thelaw
in that peint ot view; for he is not unler it as fuch,
1or does )1 owe it any obedience as a covenant.
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" Evary attempt to obs
~ fence againft God ; 10
. death in vain. '
8. That the grea an by Wi
is delivered from the law as-3:€®Venant, is by the
righteoufpefs of Chrift imputed to him: for ss that
righteoufnefs anfwered all the demands of the
law, both with reg rd to obedienge gnd fatisfac—
ti:m ; fo when it is impuied_te-any perfcn, then
that > {3
fpect of obedience isfation, and theyefore
has no more to do'with->t as a covenant. E
WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,~ . =~

~ %

- ¥ Againft all fuch as deny, that man, while in
an unregenerate flate, is under the law as a cove-

t ofworks; but that mankind are, fince the
fafﬂ. or’#t leaft now, under the New Tefiament
d@'gﬁon, undex.a new and mijder iaw, which

';E ?‘ no mioré put fincere, thoygh-Faper(ett
o _;'pw0 B ".—‘— . ‘- N ‘_':P’- .

2- Agi’m all-fuch as majptyin, that the law
from whic

ich the A, potile {ays &ligvefs'si'e delh_«'_el‘é

~>_ed, is 7o other but the ceremonidfdgw.

8- Agaipfi fuch as deny, that believers are de-
livere " the law as a covenant ; and maintain

B¢ believer may WQ)' e-@ither jufiified or con-
demnetk by the law as a covenant.

4. Againft fuch as maintain, that a believer is
fiill bound to give obedience to the law asa cove-
nant ot works.

5. Againft fuch as denv, that the belicver is

delivered from the law as a covena nt, by the righf' |

teoulnefs of Chrift imputed 0 him.

6. Againft fuch as maintain, that a belicver, ar
any others, ei:her are or can be delivered {gom the
moral law as a rule of li'e. Thercfore, wgehify

againft all the wilful delpilers and violaiers of
God’s holy law. pilers and violaiops ¢

perfon is delivered from the iaw, hath jo re-

Iy

f Wﬂfb.

ve himfelf

Chap. XV L+
© WE 'ELIEVE,'F’Y’E:# , |
1. That our WMB Chrift «

for his people, to redeem them from all’ imiquity,
and to purchafe to himfelf a pecubiar peof that

ihould be zealous of good works.”
2. That good works are only fuch. re-
quired and commanded by God, in hiswofd, and
 net fuch as are, without hisauthority, devifed and
" comfmanded by men . No authority of men,
however learned, holy or great, nor any pretences
of zeal, good intention, nor any other thing ima-
ginable, can conftitute that a duty which Ged ne-
ver commanded, neither exprefsly nor by necefla-
1y confequiénce. _ -

8 That good works are only fuch as are per~
formed from good principles,viz.th> graceof God,
and particularly faith; from good motives, viz,

_~the authority and love of God; and to a goed end,
2 viz. the glory of God ; agreeable to a good rule,
" wiz. the 'word of God : Hence,a man in a bad fate,
an unzen-rated man, can perform no good work,
neither o prepare himfclf for regeneration, nor
as a condition of his jultification, nor for any o-
ther piirpofe whatfoever. ‘

4. Thatevery good work is performed by firength
derived from God, aad not in our own firength.
Believers, who are every ore of them participators
of the grace of Gad, need continued {upplies of the
grace of God, to enable them to periorin every

work ; vet are they not, becaule of this, to

turn mdolent and negligent, as if they were to at-

tempt to perform no good work, until they were

fenfible of prefent grace given them but they

ought to he very dilizent in flirring up the grace
that is in them, and is crving to God tor more.

" That the good works of men, even of the
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- greateft faints that evaffved, Ge:émot be meritori-
ous of an thing from ; iveusno
title 10 ete{'nga(;ol?fe, nor deﬁvaamtb{gﬁn'ml
death ; yet are thiey very on various o-
ther accounts, fuch as they are, when performed
from the principles, motivesand ends before men-
¢ioned, fraits and evidences of true faith: by them
krlievers manifeft their thankfulnefs to God,
firengthen their affurance, edify their brethren,
adorn their profeflion of the gofpel,fiop the mowhs
of adverfaries, and glorify God, whofe workman-~
thip they are, created unto good works.

. WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,

1. Againft {uch as live profanely, and are wil-

ful violators of God's law. '

2. Againft fuchas profels themfelves believers, - |

but yet make no conicience of thewing their faith
by their works.

.8 Againft all fuch as‘maintain that their good
works are meritorious by any means ar caufe
whatloever.

4- Againft all fuch as maintainthat good works
may be done by an unregenerated man, and that
th?v are means to prepare us for regeneration,
and conditions of onr jufiification. '

5. Agaioft fuch asdeny that firength from God
is neko.eﬂ'ary for the performance of every good
wor,

Chap. XIX.—Of the Imperfettion
of the Saints in this Life.
WE BELIEVE, )
1. That no man can 2¢:’ve at perfetioa in ho-
linefs in this life.

2. That believers are, everv onre of them, jul~
tified at the very infiant in which they believe.

( 55 ) ¥

The weakeft belicver is as perfe@ly jufiified as

the firongeft; for are not jutiified on aé-
count of their own righteoufrefs, which is m-
perfet ; but upon the account of the rightecul~
nefs of Chrift, imputed to them, which being
perfe@, their iuftification muft be o alfo.

‘ :3. That the Saints ireﬁnnever reprefented in
cripture as arriving at a finlels pe. X &ior+ ip shis
life. n!e&)'lpmres,mdee%(f}gtk of a pert c."/xhau .

whichi the Saints either Lawe] or '
but they never intimate, in one infiar.ce, that any
of the Saints might, or ever did arrive at 2 fiulefs
perfetion. Every regenerated perfon, has, with
rard to the new creature, fcrmed in him a per-
;gt;on of parts ; but not of degrees ; and every
believer is comparatively perfet, that is, compar-
ed with himlelf or any other perion while in an
unregenerate fate ; and with fuch a comparative,
ection, one faint may be a great deal more
perfect than another, and the fame (iut may ve
more perfect, that is inore holy, at one time than
another; which are the kinds of perfection the
fcriptures fpeak of when they mention any per-
fe@ion as belonging to the faints in this life ; bug
never of a finleis perfection: in regard to fuch
a perfection, the faints oneand all of them lay
with the Apoftle Paul, « not as though I were al-
ready perfe®,” and with others, ** there is not «
juft man upon earth that doeth good and finneth
not;" “ and if we fay we have no fin, we deceive
ourfelves and the truth is not in us.”

WE THEREFORE TESTIFY, ‘
Againft all who maintain, that a finkfs perf,
tion is attainable in this life; as fuch deceive them-
felves and the truth is not in them ; and they go

about decciving others. -

ES

may arrive ats
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Chap. XX.—0Of the Perjeverance
of the Saints.

WE BELIEVE, _ .

1 Thata peifon who never had the faving
grace of God in his heart, magr srofefs, as confi-
dently as any true faint, that he believes the-doc-
trines, precepts and promifes of the Hible; and
may make as fplendid an appearance of faintfhip
outwardly, as any faint whatfoever; and that fuch
a profeflor and apparent faint may fall away to-
tally anu finally, not, indeed, from the true grace
- of God, which he never had, but the outward
profeflion which he made, of believing the doc-
trines of grace, and of beirig a faint, which he
never was .

2. That the real faints of God may fall into ve-
- Ty grievous fins, and remain impenitent ef thefe
for atime ; and alfo, that they may fall from fome
degrez of grace which thev :ere once poflefled of,
fo that they may not have fuch a high dégree of
faith, love, godly forrow for fin, and the like, as
they once had, in exercife.

- 4. That no perfon who was ever pofiefled of
the leaft fpark of the true grace of God, cin at any
time fall away from it totally; that is, from every
degree of it; nor finally; that is,fo as to be never

recovered again to the exercife of it: but every

truly gracious perfon fhall infallibly perfcvere
unto the end, and be eternally faved. = -
4. That the faiats perfeverance in grace does

not depend upon the rigcht imprdvement of free

will, nor upon their own beft endeavours to per-
fovere, though iuch endeavours are nicans which
ought to be ufed ; but upon the eternal love of
God, and his infinite wifdomy, almighty power,

h.s piccious promifes and well ordered covenant,:

‘\?‘(_ 57 )

‘and his inviolable veracity ; and becaafe every -

perfon in the Godhead, and every divine perte:~
tion, are concerhed in their prefervation, and en-
gaged to maintain it.

WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,

1. Azainfi all fuch as deny the certain and in-
fallible perfeverance of the faints; and maintain
thata perfca who is endowed with 1he true grace
of God, may, notwithftandiog, fall totally and
finaliy away from it, and be condemned to eter~
nal wrath.

s. Agaiaft fuch as maintain, that the faints per-
feverance depends wholly upon the right improve-
ment of their own free will, and diligent endea-
vours to perfevere.

Chap. XXL—OFf Christian Liberty,

and Liberty of Confcience.

‘WE BELIEVE,

- 1. That the liberty which is purchaled for be-

lievers, and with which they are fo highly privi-
leged and blefled, does not confift in any liberty
to break any of God’s holy commandments, nor
to neglet any of the duties required by him ; but
in their being freed from the guilt of {in, the con-
demning wrath of God, the curfe of the law; and
in their being delivered from this prefent evil
world, bondage of Satan, and dominisn of fin;
from the evil of afflitions, the fting of death, the

* power of the grave, and everialting damnation ;

as alfo in their free accels to God, and their yields
ing obediencs to him, not through flavif fear,
bat a child-like Iove and a willing mind : all which
were common te believers under the Old Tefla—-
ment. But under the New Teftament, chriftian

liberty is farther enlarged ; for believers uader the
- ' i
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New Teftament are 1:0t only delivered from the
ceremonial law, to which beiievers under the Oid
Teflament were fubjected, but have greater accefs
of boldnefs to the throne of grace, aud fulier c. m-
munications of the Holy Spirit, than belicvirs un-
der the Old Teftament did ordinarily partake of.
3. With regard 10 liberty ot confciei.ce, we be~-
lieve, that now under the New Teftament difpen-
fation, it is the fame as it was under the Cld Tef-
tament. It was then limited to whatever God
commanded, by his word, to be done, or refrained
from: and fo it is now under the New Teflament.
Whatever he commands to ke done, or refrained
ircm, we have Lberty of conlcience to do, or re-

frain from doing ; but we have no more li
of confcience to break God's laws, worfhip him
according to our vain hearts’ inventions, either
with regard to matter or manner, or to vent blaf-
phemous cpinions or heretical tenets, now, more
than they had fuch a liberty of confcience under
‘the Old Teftament. We deny that God ever gave
to any people, under any difpenfation of the <o-
verant, or inany period of the church’s exifience,
fuch a liberty of confcience ; and we bel.eve it to
be litte thort of blafphemy, *o mair ain that he

ever gave any fuch hberty of coricience. -
8. We believe, with our exceilent Confeffion of
Faith, that God alone is Lord of the corfcience.

It is the law of God only that can bind the con~

ici.ence, and not the laws of men which arein any
thinx contrary to, or befide the law of God. The
a:g:'xfcience 1s free from all fuch do&rines and tra-
ditions of men.  Bur we alf telieve, that God,
whp is the alone Lord of confcience, and becaufe
he isthe Lord of all men's conlciences, hasa right
to reftrain, bv what means he pleales, the irregu-
writies, rebellion and difobedience of a blinded,

( 50 )

erring confcierce ; and has a right to appoint
fuch punithments as he pleafes, to be infl:Gted in
this world by whomloever he fhall appoint for
that purpofe, when the rebellion of a blinded,
erring confcience appears in overt acts. Itisnct
coafcience, but the law of God, that is the rule

prelcrived by the Lord of confiience, by which

we aie to bz ruled, and according to which all
our thoughts, words and actions are 1o b2 fquared;
and coalcience irfelf muit be ruled and regulated
by thi« rule prefcribed by the Lord of conicierce.
Thereiore, it m2a tranfgrefs the rule and law of
coafciencs, prefcribed by the Lord of confcience,
they may be punifh=d as the Lord of confcience di-
retts aad prefcribes by his Jaws; and thefe law

prefcribed by h.m for the purifhment of thetran{-
grellurs of the law of confcience, fhould be as
confciencioufly obeyed as any other of his laws;
for they are enjoin=d by the fame authority that
any other of his laws are, and becaufe God is
Lo-d of the confcience. "U'o pretend a liberty of
conlcience ta rej ¢t, contraai&t, oppole or negledt
this or any other of God's doctrines or com-
man lments, is to pervertand deftroy the true na.
ture of liberiy of confcience, as much as it is fo
require an implicit and blind o*~dience to the
doctrines and commandmen's ¢ men,or in mat-
ters of intiference. Therefore, wholnaver takes
upia him to teach men, that they Lave a right to
profels what they pleafe, anid to worlhip Goil
accordinz to the diates »of their own confcienc
nozwithftaading they prolefs snd wor ip direftly
contrary to the Rible, which-is the rvie of con'ci-
ence preferibed by the Lerd of confiicoce; and

A ]
')

althouzh conwrary and contraditory to thisruiy,
(the Bible) they profefiand teach bla!pliomy, 2 d
worihip ina manner gro:sly idolatroui; no huaan
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authority having (theyfay) any commiffion from
' Godﬂtlc’:?‘zke o:g;mz‘ha:’d?)tl:gn as blafphemers,

falfe worfhippers, or hereticks, is a teaching re-
bellizn againft God, who in his word has ordered

‘afphemers and idolaters to be put todeath, and
other opiniens and praétices contrary to his word,
to be punifhed according to the degree of their
criminality. p '
WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,

1. Againft all fuch as deny, that chriftian i
berty confifts in a freedom from the guilt of fin,
and from its power and pollution, from the wrath
of God and curfe of the law, &c. '

2 Againft fuch as maintain,that chriftianli
confifts in a difpenfation to indulge themfelves in
any fin, or a freedom from the obligation to'fub-

~ mmitand fubjet themfelves to alt God’s command~-
~ ments without referve.
~ g. Againft fuch as deny, that God is the dlone
‘Lord ot the conicience.

4. Againft-all fuch as deny, that God's worll
and law is the only rule of confcience, by which
alone it ought to be direted, amd by which alone
jt can be bound to an implicit compliance anil

obedience to the Lord of conicience, who is Gold

alone. '
5- Againft {uch as maintain, that every man has
a right to wor’hip Almighty God according to
the diétates of his own confcience, free from the
coghizance of any human tribunal, netwithftand-
ing that he worfhips in a way and manner di-
redly contrary to that preicribed by God in his
word, and in fuch a2 way and manner as God hath
ordered the worfhipper to be punifhed by the
civil magifirate. And therefore, o
6. Agairfi {uch as deny, that God, who is t
alone Lord of the confcience, has given any orders

sght ; and efpeciall wldlavﬂ paus.
th‘;’, mfn& asmimai{l, that if an :?nhei!l}(i
Peift, Arian, or a otlm”fuehbhfpms ani
heretick ar:conf:yennouﬂhai thu;!' wicked Gpi-
i right, that it ismore their duty-to main-
m:;m&and even to perfuade ail men

Chap. XXH.—OF the Civil Ma-
WE BRLIEVE, 4 ' £God
That civil !‘?ﬁn is an ordinatce of God,

th:'-l'npre:!::: ‘Lord and 214& of the Univerfe. €i-

vil Magifirates are, by God, appointed under him-

felf, overthe people, for his own glory, -which is

“the fu , and the public good, which is the

gAfn()oug\e::eeend of Magiftracy. Magifiracy bemng

ordained ‘for -thefe great ends, Magiftrates are

“not enly to have an eye to the good of -the Com-—

.monwealth fimply confidered, but in connection

with, and:fubferving to the advancement of the

declarative glory of him, by whom kings reigm,
and ]Prmcu decree juftice. . |

'§s. That Magiftracy is founded,not in fupernatu-

-ralrevelation, noringrace, but in the law 9f nature;

which we believe to be fubftantially the fame with

-the moral law; a plain and full copy of which is

i i ‘Bible.
g"wl?:z'tneg the light of nature fhews, that the
‘ladk of nature ires, that fuch as are advanqu
te‘Magiﬁntie:leﬁgnity, {hould be men poflefled
of fuch qualifications as are neceflary to fit them

- for the difcharge of that high and important truft
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that is committed to their management : the qua-
Tifications which the very light of nature, we fhould
think, points out as neceflary, areex in the
Bible ; which are, that they fhould be juft men,

men fearing God, and hating covetoulnefs. Un-

Jefs men z2re poflefled of thefe qualificatiors m
fome good degree, they are morally unfit to be
entrufted wizh, or to difcharge the Magifiratical
funclions, to the glory of God, or good of men.

 4- Thatasitis impoflible that any man can
have the fear of God in him, who denies the being
ot a God, or who have ventured to deny a trinity

of perfons in the Godhead; and as it cannot

be reaionably expeled that men who fhew fo lit-
tle regard to God as fiarlelily 10 deny his being
and periections, can ever have any true regards
to the rights of men* Hence the neceflity of a re-
ligious tefi in all governments; for if a man dif-
credits the being of a God, of what ufeis it to re-

ire an oath of him ? Or if he denicsthe fcriprure
to be the word of God, of what ufe is it to {wear
him on the Bible ? A book whi~it he ridicules, as
nothing but inroofiure and prieil<raft: can fuch
an oath be fuppofed to bind him? Therefore a
religious tefi is neceflary, in order to know whe-
ther men cven believe the exiflence and divinity
of what thev fwear hy.

5. That agreeable to our Confeflicn of Faih,
Infidelity or difference in 1aligion doth not make
void the Magiftrate’s juft and legal authority,( tho’
we believe that it is both abfurd and enreafona-
ble for chriftians to inveft an infidel with the
Magifiratical office) yet if the confii:ution of the
natioi excludes every citizen from: all official pri-
vilege, or from a leat in anv and every depari-
ment of government, legiflative, exccutive and

Judicial, unlefs he {wcars 10 fupport infidels in the

L) e
pofieffion and propzgation of their infidelity, blaf"
phemers in the proggation of their blaiphemy,
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and hereticks in the propagation of their herelys
under pretence of liberty of conicience, or any o-
ther pretence whatfoever ; or unlefs they fwe]:
tolupport fomething or any thing contrary tot
word of God ; tb::gfncﬁ confittution, and fuch
mment, is fuch that no citizen cax;a:i:béﬁ
ing againft God, accept any ofliceu them,
fupreme or fubordinate, where fuch an cath =
made eflentia! to his office ; nor can fuch a con--
fitution, taken in its whole compais, be 2 moral -
conftitution. - ] y
6. That the Magifiratical duties are efleptially
the fame in Heathen, and Chriflian government ;
though the Heathen magifirate cannot be fuppo-
fed to be capable of ing hisduty,in every

. refpet, becaufe he wants filfficient Light to dirett

him to what are the duties of his flation. The
duties of the civil magiftrate are, to° proteéi the

{ubjes in their perfon and property from-all
unjuft violance, to fupport and efiabli the true

religion of Jefus Carift, in their dominions; to fup-
prefs all infidelity, blafphemy, herely and idoia-
try in their realm ; to call Synods on emergent
occafions, to be prefent at them, and to require
and command that the members of Svnod do eve-
ry thing agreeably to the word of God ; but he
is not to be prefent at Synods as a member of
them, to agree, debate or vote on any quethon,
wpich properlv belongs to fuch Svnod to move,
debate or vote in their Svnodical capacity ; for
the magifirate may not aflume to himfclf the ad-
minifiration of the word and {acraments, nor the

ower of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven:
Eut as the deputy of theGod of Heaven and Earth,
to fec to the advauc.meiit of his Lord’s glory a-
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carefully thedntiudmand Ration ; fo

that the religion of Jefus Chrift may be more firm-
ly eftablifhed and ted n{the Ration at
large, in oppofition to all Zi[e religion; that God’s
name may be glorified, thecommonwealth prol-
per, and the fubjeCls rendered miore -
7. That the duty of fubjeQs is, to yield obedi-
ence to all the lawful commandsof their lawdul
faperiors, and to fupport them in the execution
of ther iftratical trufi, with their perfons,
property and prayers.
A i N
1. Agai as weny, that
ment isgof God’s mﬁmmngind ordaining ; bat
maintain that it is an imvention of man.
2. Againfi al fuch as maintain, that achriftian

i not bound, under the New Teflaraent, to yield
~_allegiance to civil authority. B *

_. 8. Agninft {uch as maintain that dominion is
founded in grace. |
4 Agamft fuch as maintain, that the moral

- - Jawand the law of nature are jo materially differ-

ent, that magifiracy caanot be faid to befounded
equally in the law of nature and the moral law
as revealed in the Bible.

§- Againft fuch as maintain, that the civil ma.
giftrate, as fuch, has nothing to do with the pro-

‘pagation and eftablifhment of the true religion,
- *- more than a falfe religion; nor with the fupprei-

fion of errors, blafphemies, idolatry and the like,
as {fuch ; and that all blafphemers, idolaters, he-
reticks, and errorifis of every kind, have as good
a right to all civil privileges, and to be proteted
in their blafphemies, herefies and abominable
errors and idolatries, as the profeflors of the re.
ligion of Jefus Chrift.

( 63 ) - -
6. Againft fuch as main-ain, that all mes are
bound to receive and fu.sport, as the ord:nance of
Gol, all- fuch as are, 11 the Previdence of God,
exal-ed to power in a nation, thouxh tyrant: or

~ufurp-rs; or bound to givé tieir power 10 the

beaft, and fuch hke. .
7 Againfl fuch as deny, that any religious teft
whadoever, even the acknowled -ment of the be-

ing of a God, is eflential to the being and coniii-

tution of 2 lawiul magifirate.

Chap. XXIT,—Of the Church; of*
Chrift as Head dof the Church; of -
her Government , of Church Fel-

lowship ; of the Sacraments.; of
Church Difcipline. -
Skcr. 1.—OF THE CHURCH.
~ WE BELILVE, . ' .

1. That the church of Chrift is difinguithed
fnto his church vifible and invifible. "Chrift’s in-
vifible church conlifts of ail true believers, 2nd of
them only. Chrift’s vifible church confifts of all
thofe who, in every part of the world, profefsthe
truereligicn, and their children. - -

; s. The church of Chrift hath beén fometimes

more, fometimes lefs pure, according as the doc-
téine of the go'pel is preached, ordiziances admi—

-miftered; and worlhip performed, more or lefs
‘purely in them. :

4. That the marks whereby the true church is
diflingui(hed fgom ‘the falfe, are, the found and
true preaching ‘of th:2 word of God, wherein God
bath revealed himielf to us; the right adminiftra-

‘tioa of the facraments of Chrifi Jelus; and eccle~

I
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fiaflical difcipline uprightly adminiftesed accor-

ding 1o God’s word. .

4 That unto the vifible church, Chrift hath

iven the miniltry, oraclesand ordinances of Ged,
%or gathering the elect and perfecting his {aints
more and more in this life, to the end of the world;
and doth by his own prefenceand Spirit,accord:ng

to his promife, make them effeCtual thereunto.
5. That there is no church fo pure, but it is

{ubje® to mixture and error ; and fome have fo

far degenerated as to become no churches of
Chrift, but fynagogues of Satan: but there will
be always a church of Chrift on earth, to worfhip
him according to his will. '

WE TESTIFY THEREFORE, |

1. Againf fuch as deny, that the church of
Chrift can {o far d te, as to become a fy-
nagogue of Satan.

s. Againft fuch as maintain, that the church of
Chrift may arrive at perfeftion in- purity, and
even to infallibility in this life.

3 Againft fuch asdeny, that the infants of church
members are alfo members of the vifible church.

4- Againft fuch as maintain, that it is immate-

rial to what church we belong, whether pure or

impure,

$ect. 2.—0OF CHRIST AS HEAD OF THE CHURCH.
WE BELIEVE,

1. That Chrift [efus is the alone head of the
church. That neither angels nor men ; neither
Popes, Kings, nor Emperors, nor councils, can
claim the headfhip of the church without blafphe-
my. The Pope of Rome is fo far from being the
head of the church, that he is that antichrift, that
man of fin, and fon of perdition, that exalieth
himfelf againft Chrift and all that is called God.

(67 )

s. Thatas our Lord Jefus is head of his churdh,
fo he is head over all things to his church; angels--
and principalities and powers being made fubject
unto him, and ali thirgs put under iu feet, to{ub-
ferve the great defign of glorifying God and per-
fecting his faints.

° WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,

1. Againft fuch as deny, that Chrift is the alone
head of the church.

2. Againft fuch as maintain, that Kings, or any
other rulers, are head of the church.

8- Againfl iuch as maintain, that the Pope of
Rome is head of the church. ’

4. Againfi fuch asdeny, that Chrift is head over
all perions and things for his church’s goad.

S zcr. 3~0OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

CHURCH. '
WE BELYFVE,

1. That the government of the church, which
is of divine right, or which is founded in, and
agreeable to {cripture, is prefbyterial.

2. That a Minifter, a Fafior, a Bifthop, and a
teaching Elder, according to the fcriptures, de-
note one and the fame office ; and thisis the high-
elt officein the church. The {criptures know no-
thing of Bifhops, Archbifheps, &c. fuperior in
power or dignity to a Pafior of a congregation.
‘There are other Elders of divise right, whalfc
office it is to rale only, in conjunltion with the
taaching Elder; but not to teach. Deacons are
alfo of divine right.

8. That in Prefbyterian church government,
winch is the only feriptural one, the loweft court
iv-denominated a Seflion ; the next higher ceurtis
denominated a Prefbytery; the cext hisrher to that

. is dennminated a Syncd; the next higher above a

Syaod is d2nominated 3.General Aflembly : and
t he highelt of all is an CEcumenical Ccuncil.
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.4+ That to the Apofiles and their fucceffors, the
ordipary Minifiers of the gofpel, our Lord com-
rutted the key< of the kn.gdom of heaven, and
with them to the ruling Elder the key of rule only.
Neuher the key of doéirine, nor of rule and go—-
vernment, were committed to the people in gene-
ral; ror is any of the keys committed to the civil
magifirate ; nor do the {criptures give any coun-
tenance to the Epifcopal church government, by
Biihcps, Archbifhops, &c. '

5 1ht theaétual raembers of every aingrega-
t:ion have an exclufive rig ot to choofe their own
Patiors and other officers. o

. WE THEREFORE TESTIFY, : :

1. Agawfi fuch as deny Prefbyterian churc
goverament to be of divine right.

2. Agairft fuch as would inveft the civil magif-
trate w.th the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

3- Againtt fuch as maintain, that the key of
government is vefied in the community of pro—
feflors in general.

4- Againft fuch as maintain, that the govern-
meat of }he church by Bifhops, Archbifhops, &e.
as fuperior to Pafsrs, hes any feripture authori-
ty; orihata Bitho. ; s.chbifhop, &c. is a different
azud fuperior ofitc. .. hat f a Faftor of a fingle
congregation. '

5. Agamii fuch as maintain, that there is no
form of church government of divmne right.

6. Agai:fi fuch as deny the divine rizht of the
ruling tlder.

Sect. 4 —OF CHURCH FELLOWSHIP.
WE BLLIEVE, -

1. That cvery gofpel hearer is bound . .believe
the word of God, ans i Chrift as revee _d there-
in; to make a profeflion «f his faith, and to join
I communion with the church of Chrift : in wlich

3
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faith, profession, and joining in church fellowfhip;
if he would avoid the great evil ¢t - {cl:~deception
and:hypocrify, he ought to a4t with the greaeit

3. 'I'Kat it is not eflential to the reception of a-
ny one'into church feliowfhip, that the church
fhould be infallibly aflured, that {uch an ones taith
and profession is genuine and fincere ; it being
impos-iblefor the church to afcertain infallibly, or
any other way but by external appearance and
profession. that any -ones faith, creven prote:sion

~ isfincere. To1earch the heart is the prer. gative |

of Jebuvehalone. Al the church can demand of
any, defirous 10 join in her communion, isan ap<
tly candid protession of faith in Chriti, and

in the doéirines and precepts cf his werd, and of
a refolution-to walk agreeably thereto uarefer~
vecly. ' : : -

g. That in order to ob*ain, and preferve unan-
imity and mutual co-operation among Church
memtbers, it is neceflary that thcy be of cre mind,
as far as human frailty will admit, abcut the ge-
nuine meaninz of the {criptures ; for it cannctbe
fuppofed that men can comforiably walk tcgether
in any fociety, unlels they be, in forre good mea-
{ure, agreed. It 1s neceflary therefore, to exhibit
in a Coafeflion of Faith, and on proper occafions,
in a Tefiimony for truth and againti error, in a
fummary point of view, the true and tke zenuine
fenfe of the fcripture: And the acknowle‘gment
of the belief of thefe, either one or both, as the
recellity of the cafe mav require, by an applicant
for communion with the church, as the true fenfe
of the fcriptures, ar.d the point of view in which
he underfiands them, ought to be made the term
or condition of his memberfhip and communion
in the church. Did all mcu fee with one eye, as
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itwere, and think with one heart, in ref; pect to the
doctrines and precepts of the word of God - were
there no corruption nor blindnefs in the human
heart ; were there among the hearers and profef-
fors of the golpel and chrifiian religion, no op-
pofition to, nor enmity nor hoflility againft, nor
rverfion of the doétrines and precepts of cur

}:ly religion ; then confellions and tefiimonies
would be unneceflary: The profellion of belief in
Chrift, and of the fcripture would be all the terms
of admiflion into the tellowfhip ot the church ne-
ceffary.  But as conftant and woeful eXperience
teaches us, that men are far, very far from feeing
or thinking alike, in matters of true religion; and
that man is by nature, corrupt, blind, unfriendly
2nd hoftile toe God’s word, and way of falvation:
Hence the neceility of confefions of faith and tei-
timonies for the truths of God's word, and in op-
pofitionto allcontraryerrors, asterms of corr n.u-
rion ; that the church may be kept pure, cnemies
tothe truth kept out of her,communion, ard errors
anderrorifts deteted,hould they atany time cree
xto church; and as a mean of purging her'of thefe,
when at any time fhe is infefted with them.

4- That nothing fhould be made a term of ccm-
munion in the church, which is not perfeétly a-
greeable to the fcriptures ; much lefs fheuld any
thing be made fo, that i contradictory to the
fcriptures ; but all thofe truths, to the knowledge
of which the church hath attained, and which
have been any part of the churches teftimony,
fhould be held fafi, and earnefily contended for,
againt all oppolers and backfliders, however high
their pretences, to zcal for the truth, may te.
As no pretences of zeal for reformation, can war-
rant the church, to make terms of communion
Wwhich are not fcripural, or clearly deducible
therefror: ; 7o no pretences of moderation, can

( 71 )
warrant her to decline from thetrqths pf the words
nor tromthe church, teliimony which is agroeablc

thereto.
Wi THEREFORE TESTIFY,

1. Againtt all fuch as gxclaim againf‘t anc! re-
probate confeflions ot faith, and ltatpd teftimo—
nies for truth and again(t error, as telts ot orthq-
doxy, and more cfpecially as terms of commuui-
on ; whether it be under pretence of their being
impofitions on conicience, or that they cramp
freedom of enquiry, or whatever other pretext.

2. Againft fuch as maintain that. the bare pro-
feflion of a belief of the {criptures is all the term
of communion the church fhould make.

8. Againtt all fuch as make terms of commu-
nion of notions and opinions, which havena fcrip-
ture warrant, neither exprefs, nor by neceflary

coniequence. .
4 (.I&gainﬁ fuch as make terms of communion,

excluding from church tellow(hip, fuch as ende:t-
vour, in their condud, to tellow theapproven €x-
amples of the {aints recorded in the feriptures.

5. Againtt all fuch as, notwithlianding t{::lr
baptifmal and other folemn engagements, to -
lieve, profefsand walkaccording to the fcnptur;s,
have declined from the profeflion they have made,
and the vows thcy have come under: And hog
only fo, but alfo require, asa term and condition
of church communion with them, that every ap-
plican’, for fuch communion, fhall approve Uf
their declenfion from their tplenxn‘ proiession and
breach of vows : or which is io the mm‘e effet
whoreject from fealing ovdinances,all luch as ?:‘m-.
not nor will not reject the obligation and bulg!ﬂg{“
authority, of fome of God's laws,' :vhtch being
once enjoined by his authority, neither thee hor

y : . ! J
any oihers can fhew, that t‘_'_‘j"_ .ave been ever re-
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pealed by the fame suthority ; and fo, as far as
they can, make void thefe laws of God by their
tf‘admou; and thus involve themielves and all o-
thers, as many as they can get, in apoft from
thefe laws of God, their o'.v;tn; prdffss‘i):n :icl{i (:;:,;:
pant obligations 10 adhere to them;—And alfo
from a cl-ar and noble tefiimony of the church,

not only in their Confession of Faith, but alfo in

many other earneft contendings for the author:
and bindiny oblization of thefe Jaws, now n(:;g
the New Teftament, as much as under the oOMd.

$xcr. §—OF RELIGiOU3 WORSHIP, |
- SABSATH DAy, " N0 OF THE
WE BFLIEVE,

1. That the very light of nature manifefis
there isa (?rod,whlzoueght to be'fca‘:'cl:,a?e]ﬁﬁ:btgﬁ
and worfhipped by all his reafonable creatures;
but that which herequires, and is due to him and
the mannerand means of perfoming it acce tably
cannot be known by the light of nature, Eut g'
dxyme revelation only : for he may not be wor-):
fhipped according 10 the devices and imagina‘ions
:f‘ yn‘lngg‘,)]r;or by l!he: {uggeftions of Satan, nor by

reprefentatio m; i
rit, in Tf Irit a}:\.i in tl‘lll;l‘? of him ; but a3 a Spi-
¢ That religious worfhip is to be given tp
the perfons of the Godheau ’p Father, Sognl;!e‘.?i t&:lg
Gho.ﬁ,‘equally, and that throuszh the merits and
mediation of our Lord Jefus Cinift on y, and nos
to nor through any mere creature, m:n nor an-

gelss, 'i‘sh olt)je&é 05 mediumns of worfhi.

. That as God is to be worhipped |
:)y trulting in him, loving, dclig‘:nfil;;:'lir:,;nci;?? g’\l{'
tc}:ep‘gag;g;lgbto God {cereily by cvery ndividual; in
the fanr ; y by the heads of fanilies, every morning
and ning at leati ; putlickly in the affcmbld

gregatior; and by chriliians mecting together

(7)) -f
for prayer and conference, is one printipat

part of God's worfhip. Praif - God publickly
: “fbra b i/
E

and privately, isanother princip nch of God’s
worthip : Alfo the found - preaching and hear-
ing of the word, the adminiftration and receiv.ag
the facraments according to God's word, and the
reading of the {criptures publickly,and privately
religious oaths and vows, folemn faftings and
thankfgivings on fuch occafions as there is a pro-
per call for them, are all parts of worfhip which
G>d requires of his creaturss, of the human kind,
while in this world. ’

4- That in celebrating God's praifes, the pla‘ms,
hymns and {piritual fongs indited by the Holy
Spirit, and nore other ought to be ufed in the
worfhip of G either publickly or privately.

5. That God hath appointed one feventh partof -
our time to be devoted to his fervice, befides the
time required for our daily morning and jevening
devotions;which feventh partof time, is, in ferip-
ture, fometimes called the fabbath, the firft day
of the week, and the Lord’s day. From the crea-
tion of the World to the relurrection of Chriit
the feventh day of the week was to be kept by di-
vine appeintment ; but ever fince, it is the firft,
and not the feventh day of the week that is to be
kept by divine appointment. )

6 That the Lord’s day is the only day appaint-
ed by God to b kept holy ; though he allows us
to fet days apart on proper occafians for fafiing
and thankfgiving. Thofe davs, which, bv men
now under the New- Teftamcnt, are called fefti-
val or holy dayshave o warraat from thie word,

and are fupcrﬁitious.
WE THERLFORE TESTIFY,
1. :\g:’mﬁ all fuch as maintain that all forms

L
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“of worfhip are indifferent, and all ziik coepta
- - r ’ - e *
s. Againtt all fuch as deny, eit;lei' bt plinci!;ifo
or prattice, that families are bound & worthi
God morniag and evening, every day ; aud ag

gainit fuch as do not make conicience of fecfet .-

prayer.

'g- Againft fuch as maintain that the infpi
p:alms, given to us by God, in the Bible l:r?‘:i
now luitable to be fung in gospel wor(ili ; and
tmh::- :?mgg{ed pg:lfms and hymans ought a‘:u’l are

uitable to be fung iy i
e ation. ung now under the gofpel dif-

4 Againfk {uch as afh |
wnthon: a regula; call th:lr]:;c: ° preach the golpel

5. Againft fuch as encoura
?Ptgzlx;s noht warx"ianted by thg ?xgr(:im:? ’(gtl;dmto

, exhort and teach in the church ; ;
:;vo::na]ge thedhearer§ _to confufe and d’iﬁa:ll:'(ll) :;:;
ip and worfhipers, by {crearnzing and crying

- @ut in time of worthip, and alfe by {ech. diftor—-

t,ﬁ;g:;;df ;geﬁlcula.snops, as oftentimes preventsthe
minifie om preaching, and the people alwzys
or earing. with fericufnefls and compofure ;
which leem to be evident marks of deluﬁs: ]
6. ?dgam(t all fuch as deny that God has a
f}i:xnlt sny time to be kept as a holy {abbath f:;
the .ord, now .unde..r th.e New Teftament, againft
fuc .aps t;allntam t!us either in principle or bprac-
tice ’d‘-‘n :;_ fo againft fuch as refufe to keep the
f ;y 0 Ithe week as the Chrifiian Sabbath
. c; .Zed;ian;"t:.zzll fuch as are obfervers of days de-
dicated 0 auus,'c(:mmonlv called feftival
nd oly days. Thisis a coniderable br: ch of
tizcir fuperfiition, serable branch of

7- Againft fuch as without abfolute neceffity
g

“foliow an
v labour, travell: i
wvell: iving w
. Ing, driving waggons,

or pack-horfes o the Satbath day
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Szcr. 6.—OF THE SACRAMENTS.
WE BELIEVE,

1. That the facramment under the New Tefla-
ment, are baptiim and the Lord’s {upper, and
thefe only ; there are, under the New Tefizmont
noother iacramentsof divine appointment: the. e-
fore all others are {purious, being wholly of bu-
man invention. ot B

- . That thefe facramenisy oniv to bezdmiss
iftered by the minifters of the gofpel only: znd
neither of chem is to be adminiBered privately,
but publickly beiore the aflemble” cangregation.

g. That the siniward element ufed in baptiim
is water only ; tae outward eleraents ufed in the
adminiftration of the Lord’s fupper,zre brez d and
wine only: Any additions to thele, are the fuper-

flitious inventions of men. LA .

4. That the intants of believers are to Lie bap-
tized, as being members of the dmrc?}. Hantifm
is rightly admniftered, by waihing, pouring, cr
{prinkling of water upon the perfon to 5. Dap-
tized. T
That the Lord’s fupper is t0 Ye received at-
ter fuitable preparation by fclf-exanination, and
humilation ; which requires fome time to be Jeta-
sart for that purpofe, previous to che adminifira-
tion of that ordinance. 1118 righady adminiftered
by a minifter of the goipel, after preacaing the
word to the people, taking, zi11 by folemn p-aver
fetring apart the elements, whic, as heiv: e 1aid,
are bread and wine only, and aiving them o the
communicants, who alio are to receive themn and
divide them among themieives, all according to
C hrift'sappoin:ment.

WE THEREFORF TESTIFY,

v. Aguinfl fuci as deny tuat it ' ihe proper
and exclufive province ot a golpei nuuitier, 10 ad.
minifier the holy fuczamens

.
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. Againft all fuch 25 deny that baptifm is to
be adminifiered tothe infants of believing parents;
but to adulisonly.

8. Againft fucgas make dipping or overwhelm-
ing in water eflential to the right adminiftration
of baptifm.

) 4 Againft fuch as maintain: that none can be

LTS , - - .
n+#5iZ fayed unlels, and that infants of believers aré as

heathens until they e baptized; and that maintian
that baptifm regenerates thofe who are baptized.

5- Againft fuch as maintain more facraments,
under the New Teftament, than babtifm and the
Lord’s{upper; and that the elements are tranfub-
ftiated into the real body and blood of Chrift; that
the bread only, and not the cup alfo, fhould Le
given to the laity, and that the cup belongs to the
prieft only : and alfo againft thofe who tho’ they
deny tranfubfiantiation ; yet maintain confubftan.
tiation ; or that the real body and blood of Chrift
is in, with and under thebread and wine, though
the elements are not changed into the body and
blood of Chrift.

6. Againtt the prineiple and pratice of thofe
whid‘maintain that it is proper and right to ad-
minifter any of the facraments privatel]y.

7. Againft fuch as adulterate the elements in
either {acrament by uninfiituted mixtures ; or
by adding any thing of human invention to any
of the facraments. |

" Secr. 7.—OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE.
WE BELIEVE,

1. That as the vifible church is in a flate. of
imperfection, it isimpoflible to prevent diforders
altogether ; but as thofe who fiill remain in their
natural ftate, often profefs themfelves to be real
believers, and cannot be kept cut of the church

all the care of the church officcre, at all tm. - 7
and from the remainders cf corruptioa1n the true :

faints of God, it is not poilible but that offences
il come. . .
Ws.cToh:t an offence or fcandal isnotevery thing
at, or with which a perfon may be difpleafed.
That is properly an offerce or {ca ndal whlc_h, ina
fons conduél is, either in ielf, or from its cir~
cumitances, calculated to provoke others to fia, ot
may, in aiy reipect, hinder or prevent their {pir-
i ‘edification or confolation. L
ltua;. '!.lh:: our Lord Jefus Chrift hafs infiituted
“feipline in his church, for the purpole of remcv-
id ;fgc,fﬁll?dﬂs, and for preventing their baneffu! cOf-
fequences; nor can any church, v-'}}ere it_is not
impartially applied according to fcripture dirge-
tion, expe&, upon good grounds, his prefence
to be with her. : . .
4. That difcipline properly exerciled, is ex—
lv neceflary, |
tre:n.el"yor vindithing the honor of our Lor(! Jc::-
fus, which fuffers greatly, by tiic corrupt princ=
ples and practices of proiefloss.

« For maintaining the authority of his qugam.-
:ancu, and chafiening difobedience theret®

_For averting threatened judgments agaf
ﬂ\gfe churches who are not zealous in removing
: s _
la::%:)r keeping the church pure, left the whole
fhould be infeéted with evil principles or practi-
ces.—And la&tly for the benefit of tkole who ot-
fend, that they may be humbled, and thamgd,

nd recovered from ﬁx?._ o
y WE THEREFORE FESTIFY

3

1. Again fuch as profanely deny that church

difcipline is neeffary ; andhold it tobe tyr1anny
over the conlc.. .ces of men.
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ferve the imnocent from njury, or to cete& vil-
lainy, and it is even fometimes right and proper
to take an oath voluntarily, or when cailed to do

T (7))

" me. Agaioft fuch as maintain that difcipli
gught to k= exercifed ouly againft immoral pr::
tices, not againft exroneous principles, and prac-

tife accordin;ly. fo, by thofe who have no authonity, in order to
theonnlmooenl; and dete(t ‘t‘be guthy ; but
this could only apply to cafes where tkere is nc
ChaP . XXIV -"—q Oaths and lawiul authority to appeal to for juftice.
Vows. 6. That an oath is to be taken in the plain ard
WE BELIEVE, common fcniefof the words, without equivocation
I- l_lnt- an cath when lawf; taken i or mental refervation. It caraoi bind to any
of rel:gious worflup. Ic f“giing, xhcl-}::- thing finful ; but in ary thing not ﬁﬁ]ﬁ it bindsa Jiy
. appeals to God as a witnefs of the truth of what w ormance, even to perions own . andafus
e ‘he fwears, and for judgment and comdemnation wnay not beviolated, though mace to heroticks o;
g - dte ﬁ:rs d‘i;alseiy. ‘ jniidels.. e Tk
=0 2. That there is no other thir _ 2. That a vow or covenant, isoi t enature
% _' fon, by which we muft fwenr,’l!;ﬁt' ::,m:;:; g:lv with 2 promifory oath, and is to be taken with

-

the fame religious care and fear, and to be per-

with an uplif] - whi v v
uplifted l:and ; which ought to be drne formed with the like faithfulnels. It is to be made

with reverence ar:d holy¥ fear : hence <’} irrever-

e ..J"g"
0“'" i ;r
MR | LE 2O

]

s W

eot and profane {v.earing by the name of God
fwearing by any c:ther & ing i be
abhored, being"very ﬁnl;zl.on or thing 1 10 be
3- Thatan oath may be taken, when the im—
po:tance of the cafe requires it, as weil now, un—

Cirov ::rﬁ:s between manand man, and (o pre--

to God, only and not to any creature : aiu muft
be made voluntarily if we would have i accepted
By fuch a covenant we bind ousfelves morefiriét.
ly to neceffary dutes, or 1o other things cot pro-
hibitedin the word of God, fo {ar a::d ioloxg, ard

%‘ 4 9 4 v " $ ‘t! [ ; .
- : tlhen :’l\ffw Tfeﬁaunent, as formerly, under the nt; lo'ngex;i a.the). mazxi ﬁ]d;, :‘.}hf‘-’:" tw Cous
. in fuch acale,an oath beimpoled, glory, and our own and other: v oud. '
58 an authority, it of right ought 10 be tak— 8 " That covenanti:x is a Juty now under te
en. New Tefiament, as weil as under tie (- 1o may
T adgittﬁi: t:vzry ]wﬂ?n’ who Fas a right 2o Le l:e don= by i:dividuals, congraticis, or né- -
; axe anioath,a . ions. ,

4 who can with pro priety, l’)e:(‘g‘n‘il,l,;:z f:;rgxﬁ;r;‘;(‘::‘: 9. Tliav ifan individaal coveran: for himse!'f, af
g an oath, ought . . it be in martter indifferear, he 1mav Lmit i vow
ok nature of ag oat:('l:b: f:llCh orgl_v as urderfiands e to a certain period ? :t?; 1 i;e with rf'fl’:arfi wole
f";" - . s 411 is un rtance. . il 4 : , BT U RS \. O
;'?,,3 5. That no nizn can obl: ep;:imfelf by oath in fervice v Gad there ougitt to be ng Fmitation bt
i anidcafc or 10 a sy thing, \\;iich is not ),;l‘ i ‘33'(1 . the end of his davs. 17 the covenant be riade by
L gnod, and which e ; e individual ile@iv .+ hxdies defigning andd -

L2 'elsnotfﬁﬂvpeﬂ'uaded’ i als, ar colleCliv s DqQies veay Dby datee 15
bt s {u Py e . Is 1o, i ' vertie therps el : ]
o 1tul to refuie to {vwear, ;o order to decice tenaing their pofteri:v therein, as well as them

felves, for their good, then the pilerits is Lrund

P ¢ ‘- ’ . . Vg
as wellas the orior el corred e Dlovoiuna
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ry covenant engagement, is a fuperadded obliga.
tion, diftin& frolf:gthe divine ]‘w?er obliga

9. That no covenant can bind any perfon to
any thing contrary to God’s word, nor to an;
thing impollible, either to be performed by our
own natural abilitity or in cafes where we have

no promi{e from God to enable us to perform it.
WE THEREFORE. TESTIFY, pe

1. Againftall profane {\earers, and fwearing
whatsoever.

2. Againft fuch as deny, that it is a duty to
take an oath to end firife, or for any other

‘gyr fe however good, now uander the New
eftament.
3

. Againft fuch asallow themselves to{wear with
mental refervations, and not in the plain meaning
of the words.

4- Againft fuch as mantain, that it is no matter
how men fwear provided they declare the truth
and confequently that it is right to fwear by
kiffing the book.

. 5. Againft fuch as deny covenanting to be a
duty under the New Teftament.
- 6. Againft fuch as deny perfonal, con ti-
onal, and national covenanting to®be a duty.
_7- Againfifuch as deny that any covenant can
bind any but thole who perfoaally entered into it
thatany covenent can bind pofterity.

Chap. XXV .—Of Religious fafiing
and Thani:sgiving.

\WE BELIEVE,
G v:d That religious fafting is an ordinance of
s. That‘_it is not an ordinary duty, fuch ‘as
prayer and ‘praifc, reading, preaching,and h:ar-
ing the word, and the like are; but itis ar

( 81)
octafiottal d:ty, to be performed when the pro-
per occafion, in ‘providence offer.

5. That according to the Scriptures, the pro-

tites 2ad octafions for performing this duty
are fuch as the following: when any judgments are
im:anent or actuaily infliCted, when men are un.
der conviction of fin, and refolving on refermation
when men are under the hi‘dings of God's
face, iumd are either fenfible or in enfible, of it,
whien a perfon or community would have fpecial
light in matters of Emt importance, when men
individualy, or focially are about to feek for any
special mercy, and when a very important dy.
ty is to be performed, by them, and they see
neceffity of the special pres¢iice and blefling
of Guod, in ‘order to their fuccefs therein; when
men have an uncommon difficulty to encounter,
or danger to avoidy and when m~n either indivi-
dually or focially have fome very folemin ap-
proach to God in view, which requires {pecial
preparation and felf-examination. .. L
4. That as in the participation of the Lord’s
{upper we make a very folemn approach to God,
fo we need {pedial prepiration by Tlf-examina—
tion, need {pecjal !ig_ t, not only that we have
grace, but thégefe h;v’e‘)f,l‘ in exercife, and have
reat difficulties to encounter, fuch as indwelling
En and unbell¥Y, and great danger to avoid, even
of eating and | rinking unworthily, fafting Teems
both proper and neceffary before attending on
thatordimance. (

§» That tafting confifts in abflinence from food,
except in cafes where the conflitutions or prefent
circam{tancey of perfons will not, without injury
admit, and even then, it ought to be ufed {paring-
ly ; and from wordly employments and recreati.




( 8 ) |
ons. and on fuch octafions men ought o be ex=
ercifed in {olemn condeflion of fin and desp bm-
miliation or account of it. ,
6. That thefcriptures teach us, that itis cur duty
to fet fome time apart, for folemn thankigiving,
onfomep;nicuhranmﬁm;fnda.whqm

imminent } s avested, ox f B
removed ; when any fignal mercy is vouchfafed,
e diftmeithed favout obtained either unezpedd-

ed, or whi we have beea earnefily fecking by

WE TESTIFY THEREFORE, ®

 Againft all fuch as maintain ghat fafting is
notlrqutired under the New-T t, but was
proper only under the Od-T N
2. Againft aii fuch as msintad, Mt itis fu-
perfilitious in chriftians to appoint a co -
tional faft, every time thiey examine gbezﬁgf;,
in order to a right attendance on the Lord’s fup-
per, and allo to appoint 2 and hold day of
thank{giving immediately after the celebration
of that folemn ordinance, is fuperfliti.n.

(8 )

Chap. XXVI.—Ofthe State of Men
after Dealh, of the Refurreétion
WE BELIEVE,

1. That after death the bodies of men, return
again to doft, and therefore fee corrup:ion.

2. That the foals of men bemng of an immate-
rial and immortal fubitance,can neither di¢ or fail
afleep with the body. -

8- That when the ioal is {eparted from the bo-
éy_atdﬁ!‘t:!pms 10 God who gave it, 1ove-
ceiveitsie o1 approbation, or cocdemnatoan..

4 That the jouls of the faints being, upon th:fe”
ieparation from the bady, made perfect in hol:-
nels, they immediately pdﬁ?wgkwy,and there
wait’ for the redempt: ir boay.

8- That the fouls ungodly upor: their fe-
paration from the body, are immediately cail -
to hell ; where they are referved in darknels 2nd
tormentsgto the judgmeir of the great day. The
iciptures know nothing of anv other places ci
happinefs or torflent, but heavea and §L:d, for

feparate {pirits, o
6. Thatat th-§h day, there fhall bea genaral .

refusredtion 1es of the jali and unjuit g
waen their bodigiand fouly thall be re-unized i.o-

ever. Thefelf-Iame hodizs which lay dows in
the duft and no.other thali then b2 raifed agss :
but with very different qualities. Such of ma -
kind as are found alive at the 12t day, fhail ::ot
die, but undergo a change eauivalent.

_ 7. Thatimmediately a‘ter the relurreflion, e
Judgmen: of the great day thall conmence. T.e
wicked thea thall receive theic Szl doa, ©
ba caft into hell, both fcu! and bodv cven s’ 2
Rations that forzet God.  The righteons .00

Go
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accepted in their beloved, Ilthen recej

' i ‘g: hdini’tted'.bo‘tb'xg‘
foul and body, into t joy of their Lord, and to
take poﬂel(I)i?x; of, and ‘to 'J;nhérit',, 'ihroug"h ‘eter-
nitv, that kingdom prepared for them befare the

a lentence of approbation, and

foandation of the world,

WE THEREFORE TESTIFY,

1. Againft all fuch as main

their bodies; or that they fall afleep with the body,
and are inactive till it rife again.

8. Againft fuch as maintain that the fouls of the
righteous do not immediately go 6 heayen and
glory, when the depart from th8ir b ks ; not
all the,go imm tely to hell at death :" bu¢ that
there isa third place different fromhedven and hell,
the fouls of fuch, as haye beert guilt ‘ohly éf ve-
nial fins, fhall be fedt o be purified ﬁy purgato-
rial fire, in order tt?"fdr heaven: -

3. Againft all fuch as'deny thyt there' fhall be
any refurrettion of the bodies of the righteous or
the wicked .

4 Againft fuch as deny that it fhall Wthe felf-
fame body, that fhall be raifed nder what pre-
tence {oever,

5. Againft fuch as maintaig‘ﬁat the bodies of
bealis on which men feed, being {ncg porated with
the bodies of he faints, may Med‘ with them
and glorified tocether.

6. Againft ali fuch as deny that there will be a
generaﬂudgment of juft and unjuft, or ahy judg-

ment day at all,

7. Againft all fuch as deny the eternity of .the
punifhment of wicked : and maintein a univer'fal
redemption and falvation, of al] the wicked from
hell : or that the wicked {hallbe immediately burnt
up,asinan izflant.

_ tain that the fouls
of men are material, and confcqxjendy die with’

( 8s8)

The Conclufion.

WE havye exhibited in the preceding et %?.:
ny.,ng otal;(er Dogtrines, nor principles, :bm
wM; weg humbly conceive, axtg;the_d CHipes
and principles of the Bible, and of our reformers.
in the bef} and puref}, times of reformatipn.—
Let, this teftimony be corgpared with the, word
of éod, and with the confeflions and tefljmonies
Oﬂ:the churches of the reformation, aqd(,g{gz:é:
ally with gathole of the church of | Scotha
att when, it is acknowledged by all,
that kmow anPghing of that church, and o rt\-

ded all the churches gp gart
formatidig (hajgsceede er .refOtm&tgwn':'.’qd

ﬁﬁﬁ s arifon be mpde with
e ton e word o Gt

tl ‘l ol R R F iy R
:?CP :ge ;:lreﬂ.re mation teﬂlmo:f,'whﬁh; wag

inly founded on the word of Go
Plamly n?r:nnejther prefumed to exceegd owr re-
5" 3, in reformation, nor have knqmpgl; J

i Our, ambigiol, 2
drof any ygt of her. teftimony, T AP

: o follow the footfteps of the lioch -,
:rnh?cﬁe\g M”g 2 Jowed the Great‘Sb;p.pel‘%:, f
the Shelpgimifhis dotrine and example, : ) ":e
think, indegfy that it js proper and right, h"" {:
forward in reformation: But we hay? .t,h‘q.ugﬁg’
fufficient, at prefent, to teflity for the “E%d _ g“:
and no other ; becaule{onany have ma er l?o B
tion from them on the one hand; andbecgule. o Be
who have prefumed to go farther in refqrn]m on,
have ftretched themfelves beyond, . nat .okr:. { g
ipirit and doétrines of the reformation ; bul

beyand the limits of the Bible.
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Believing then that t}?rincipleund do@riney
contained in this teftimony; are no other than thofe
of our beft reforming times; and to which, all
thofe who have emigrated from Britain and lre-
Iand gnd their children are bound, by {ole
covenant engagements ; we befeechall into w
hands it may come,

1. To confider the matter of thisteftimony,and
to approve or difapprove as they find it agrees-
ble, or difagreeable to the word of God and our
reformation flandards, And as we hope, that

it will appear to every unprejudi a-
mble ?:‘the worfil:y and our ftan ed
n:
e. That \ t \
upon the agwfynt of w i
or the unpopularity for the
fewnefs and obfcuri eto it;

nothing being a {uffiCR®
contemn it, it it be the truth, anc
and faliehood.

8. We befeech you that you would, noa‘j

oppofed to error

not rejelt it, but that you would, withall h i-
ty.of mind receive it.” You will dfja marfileft

F’y to us and the truth by declinipg ¥q join with
in bearing teftimony for tiglia re ex-
hilset, and you will alfo injure .
"You will injure truth by refufing t i oat

§ time when it is run down : You'll injure us by
weakening our hands, or by refufing to ftrength-
en them when there is fo great a neceflity to en—
©arage us; you will injure others by hardening
‘ m theirevil courfe. May he in whole hand,
h ' hrtﬁ::f ‘the children of men are, turn th;
igagts of -his people from every falfe way; a2n
ix them tgznfl)brace the truth in the love of it.

F I N I .

best copy
available





