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SERMON XXXVII.

The character of HAMAN*.

B Y

THOMAS REESE, A. M.

Minifler of a Prefbyteriaa Church of Chrill, ^t Salem, South-Ca-

rolina.

Esther v. 13;

Yet all this availeth me noihingyfo long as Ifee Mor^

decai the Jew fitting at the kings gate,

A CONSIDERABLE part of the fcripture

confifts in hiftoiy. This, though it may

not feem fo ufeful and important as other parts,

affords much inftrudlion. and teaches us many ex-

cellent leffons. The lives and charaders of great

and good men furnifh us with examples of faith,

of patience, and of holinefs, highly worthy our

* Since this difcourfc came to hand, the Editors have received a

line from the Author, informing, that fince he forwarded the ma-
nufcript, he has underftood that Dr. Hugh Blair has publifbed a

difcourfe upon the fame fubjed, and expreffes his doubts refpedl-

ingthe propriety of publifliing the prcfent. In comparing the two,

the Editors are convinced that there will be no ground ofcharge a-

gainft the Author, either upon the fcore of integrity, or delicacy;

they therefore commit it to the prefs as a valuable acquifition to

the work- Editors.
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imitation, and excite us to walk in their fleps.

Nor is the account of wicked men which we have

recorded in the word of God, without its ufe.

They exhibit in their lives, a linking proof of the

depravity of human nature; and by viewing their

characters, drawn agreeably to truth and nature,

and painted in their proper colors; we are led to ab-

hor their vices,andfhunthofe wicked courfes,which,

if perliPied in, mufb end in mifery and ruin.

Among the many wicked men, whofe charadlers

are handed down to us in the fcripture-hiflory,

Haman is one of the moft remarkable, as well on
account of the bold and bloody attempt w hich he

made to deftroy the people of God, as the fignal

vengeance which overtook him as the juft punifh-

meat of his pride and cruelty. In him we have a

ftriking infiance of man's corruption, and a preg^

nant example of the inftability of temporal things.

He was fuddenly raifed to the higheft pitch of pre-

ferment, and as fuddenly tumbled down. One
day he is the firft favorite and prime minifier of

the moft powerful and magnificent prince in the

world; the next, he dies ignominioufly upon the

gibbet, which he had eredted for his enemy.

The iketch which the feriptures give us of Ha-
inan's hifiory is fhort, but fufficient to develop

his true charadler.

In the beginning of the third chapter wc are in-

formed of his promotion. Afttr theje things did

hin^ AbafIterH5 promoI e Ilamnny the/on of Ham?neda^
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tha the Agagite^ and advanced him, andJet his feat

above all the princes ihat were with him. He is here

faid to bean Agagite, from which it i3 probably

conjedured, that he was of the race of the Amale-

kites, who, for reafons too obvious to mention,

were mortal enemies to the Jews. And this made

him more ready to attempt the utier dcflrudion

of that nation. The king who promoted him, is

here called Ahafuerus. In profane hiftory, ac-

cording to fome chronoiogers, he is know^n by the

name of Artaxerxes Longimanus; but by other?,

with greater probability, fuppofed to be Darius

Hyilafpes, one of the ^twcn Perfian noblemen who

flew Smerdis the Magician, who had ufurped the

throne of Perlia, under pretence, that he was the

fon of Cyrus, and brother of Cambyfes. His do-

minions were very extenfive; fof we are told in

this book of Efther, that he reigned over a hundred

and twenty-Jeven provinces,from India to Ethiopia,—
How he came to fet his aifedions on Haman, or

for what reafons he promoted him, we are not in-

formed. It is plain he was not advanced on ac-

count of his merits; for he was a man void of

truth, honor and integrity. He was probably an

adroit courtier, expert in flattery, and by falling

in with the km_L's humours, and miniliering to his

pleafures, artfully wrought himfelf into favor.

—

This is the common road to preferment with fa-

vorites, who, in all ages, have been the curfe of

courts, of kings, and of kingdoms. But by what

means foever He rofe, he was fuddcnly advanced.
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and became the fecond man in the kingdom; and

Darius iiTued orders, that all the other courtier;!

iliould i>ezv dozvn to bim^ and do him reverence.

All who wifhed to pay their court to the favorite

readily complied with the order. But Mordecai,

a captive Jew, refufed; for he hewed not^ nor did hint

reverence^

For .what reafon Mordecai refufed to comply

with the king's commandment, is not very clear*

It is mod probable, that he thought himfelf pro-

hibited by his religion, from giving thofe extrava*

gant honors to Haman which were required, and a^

mounted to a kind of adoration. That this was

due to God alone, Mordecai rightly judged; and

he chofe rather to incur the difpleafure both of the

king and Haman, than offend his God. Here the

gcod man affords us an example of holy courage

and confidence in the divine protedlion, well wor-

thy of our notice and imitation—for we fhould aU
ways remember, that God is to be feared more

than man.

This behavior of Mordecai foon reached thd

cars of Haman, who being elated with pride, on

account of his late preferment, thought it an un-

pardonable infult upon him, and wasfull of wraths

Inwardly chafed and fired with indignation, he

meditated revenge. But he thoughtfcorn to lay bands

on Mordecai alone. This he reckoned a paltry re-

venge for the contempt which had been thrown
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lipoA him. He determines to llrikc a bold f!roke^

and take vengeance in a way which he thought

worthy of fo great a man, by utterly exterminat-

ing the whole nation of the Jews; for he was in^

formed that Mordecai was of that race.

In order to ac^omplifh his bloody defign, he

makes application to the king; and, by calumniao:-

ing the Jews, prevails upon him to pafs a decree^

that they fhould be all deflroyed. The king, it

fcems, never enquired into the merits of the caufb.

He took his favorite's word for the juftice and

propriety of the meafure; and in this difcovcred

his extreme weaknefs and temerity. He was whol^

ly under the government of his miniiler, who had

obtained an entire afcendant over him. Without

helitation or deliberation he figns the death-war-

rant, by which millions of innocent perfons were

to perifh. For the decree extended to the Jews

who had returned to their own land, which was a

provmce of the Perfian empire.

And now Haman thought himfelf fecure of the

moft ample revenge. But mark, with what infi-

nite eafe God can fruftratc the wicked purpofes of

proud afpiring mortals, turn their counfels into

foolifhnefs, and bring their mjfchief upon their

own heads! Haman falls into the net, which he

himfelf had fpread for others. It feems he did not

know that the queen was of the Jewifh nation.—
Her God makes an inilrument for the deliverance

of his people. She, by the advice and diredion

Vol. IL Ss
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of her uncle Mordecai, who feems fbill to have re-

• tained the authority of a father over her, puts her

life in her hands, and intcrpofes in behalf of her

people—She fucceeds. In order to bring about

the deflrudion of their enemy, flie defires the king

to invite Haman to a banquet, \^hich flie had pre-

pared for him. The king grants her requcfb, and

the invitation is repeated. Haman thinking this

a high diftinclion, and a mark of particular favor,

comes home to his wife and his friends with a

heart elated with pride, and overwhelmed with joy,

and informs them of the glory of his riches, and the

multitude of his childreny and all the things wherein the

kinghad promoted hijn. He adds, moreover, that queen

Efther had let no man come in with the king to the

banquet zvhichfhe hadprepared, but himfelf; and that

he was invited to come again to her on the next

day. T^et all this, fays he in the words of the text,

availeih me nothing,fo long as Ifee Mordecai the Jew
fitting at the king*s gate.

. As he returned from the banquet, he obferved

that Mordecai did not fliow him that refped:

which was required; and this dallied all his plea-

fure. In order, therefore, to adminiller comfort,

his wife and friends, who, it feems, were nothing

behind himfelf, cither in ambition or cruelty, ad-

vife him to have a gallows raifed fifty cubits high,

and fpeak to the king next day, that Mordecai

might be hanged thereon. The hint plcafcd him,

and he gave orders that the gallows ihould be.
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imade; little thinking that he was providing a gib-

bet for himfelf.

This remarkable piece of hiflory affords much
ufeful inflrudlionj which we fliall now endeavor to

point out.

I. From this paifage of hillory we may learn,

that ambition is infatiable and cruel in the high-

eft degree.

Could ambition be fatisfied, Haman might have

been contented with the profufion of recent hon-

ors, which were heaped upon him, and that pitch

of power and greatnefs to which he was raifed.—

r

No fubjedl could be more highly advanced. He
was the fecond man in one of the greateft empires

in the world. He was the chief favorite in the

Perfian court, fo much celebrated for its riches

and fplendor; and the darling of the moil magni-

ficent monarch upon earth. His wealth was im-

menfe; for he offered the king ten lbou/a?id t^Lients

for executing his decree againft the Jews. He
had a numerous offspring to inherit his riches and

honors ; and nothing feemed to be wanting to ren-

der him as happy as the things of this world could

make him. Tet ail this availed him ijot while Mor^

decai was at the gate. And fuppofc Mordecai had

been taken out of the way—fuppofe he had fuc-

ceeded in his bloody purpofe of cutting off the

whole Jewidi nation; do you think he would have

been fatisfied? No-^there would flill have been a

Mordecai in the gate; fomething or other to di-
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jfturb his reillefs mind. In all probability he would

have next afpired to the kingdom. He would

have thought /corn to be any longer a fubjed, and

endeavored to make his way to the throne of Per-

fia. Suppofe him feated on the throne—would

he have been contented with his hundred and tzven-^

ty-Jeven p'ovinces? Far from it. He would have

been for adding more, and fubduing the whole

world; and even then, would have been as far

from being fatisfied as ever. Where do we read

that the greatefl: conq\ierors, or moft abfolute mo-
narchs were ever fatisfied with their power ? Was
an Alexander, a Csfar, a Tamerlane, or any other

of the fcourges of God, and butchers of the world,

contented with their acquifitions? Alexander con-

quered the world; was he fatisfied? No fuch mat-
ter. The tear of Ambition flowed, becaufe there

were no more worlds to conquer. Ambition never

fays enough—it always cries, give^ give. The more

jimbitious men have, the more they want. Let

them be elevated to the higheft pitch of power

and grandeur imaginable, their wild refllefs fouls

are ftill afpiring at fomething greater. There is

always fomething to agitate their minds; fo that

they cannot refi: in contentment and tranquillity.

There is always a Mordecai in the gate. Ambition

is as cruel, as it is infatiable. How cruel was the

ambition of Haman?—Becaufe Mordecai, from

fome religious fcruples, refufed to bow down to

him, nothing but his blood could extinguiili the

rage of the ambitious tyrant. Nor did he think
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that fufficient. The whole Jewifh nation mufl: be

immolated to appeafe his anger and glut his re-

venge. He thought ir beneath fuch a great man,

as he was, to reek his vengeance on Mordecai a-

lonc. The blood of innocent millions mufl atone

for the negled of one man. He refemblcd Nero,

who wi filed that all the Romans had one neck, that

he might have the pleafure of cutting them all off

at one blow. Ambition fticks at nothing to com-

pafs its deiigns. It wades to empire through feas

of blood. No principles of religion, virtue or hu-

manity can reftrain the wretch, whofe ruhng paf-

fion is the luft of power. He will facrifice all thefe

to his beloved objecl. Hold up a crown, or a king-

dom, or even an inferior objed: to fuch a man, and

he will ftop at no acl of cruelty, however horrid,

which he thinks may forward his defigns. Treach-

ery, poifon, daggers, and all the inftruments of

death, are employed without remorfc. He cares

not how much blood he fpills, nor how much mi-

fery he caufes, if he can only gain his point.

—

Neither the defolation of countries, nor the lacking

of cities—neither the cries of widows, nor the tears

of orphans, not the weeping voice of nature itfelf,

can reftrain him in his ambitious career. After

the bloody decree was pafled which doomed a

whole nation, both young and old, little children mid

women, to fall a facrifice at the flirine of ambition,

we are informed, that the king and Hainanfat down

to drink. Having ilTued orders for a general maf-

facre of the v/hole nation, and difpatchcd meiTen-
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ger? into all the provinces, without remorfe/they

lit down to regale themfelves at the banquet.

—

Hardened moniiers! who never ferioufly refiecled

on the horrid conlequences of their bloody man-
date; or refleding, did not relent at the compli-

cated miferies they were about to bring upon an

innocent people. This is a fpecimen of what cruel

and ambitious princes, and their cruel and ambi-

tious minifters can do. What feas of blood have

been fhed—what havock of the human race has

been made by the kings and Hamans of the earth

!

Goaded on by ambition, and prompted by the lufl

of power, what devaftation have they fpread over

the earth 1 How many, inftigated by the third of

dominion, have violated all the tender ties of na-

ture! Sons have dethroned and flain their fathers,

that they might feize their kingdoms and pofTefs

their power! Fathers have murdered all their

fons, lefi: they fhould confpire againft them, and

rob them oftheirdominions. Brothers have butch-

ered brothers; and it is a common thing in eaflern

countries, for the reigning prince to put to death

all his relations, and, in fhort, all the perfons in his

kingdom, who can be fuppofed to have the moft

diilant claim to the crown. There is no need to

produce particular inftances of the cruel and tra-

gical cfFeds of pride and ambition. The fcrip-

turcs abound with them—the hidory of the world

is full of them, and exhibits a picflure of human
nature as lamentable as it is painful and iliocking

to a humane and benevolent heart !—The hiilory
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of the human race is^ in fad, a hiftory ofhuman

guilt; and whatever may be faid of the dignity of

pur nature, this affords a clear evidence of its de«

pravity.

II. From the hidory of Haman we may learn,

that no man can be happy, while he is under the

dominion of pride, malice, and other malevolent

padions.

- Haman's external circumilances were fuch, as

feemed to promife all the happinefs which this

world could beftow. He had not only food to eat,

and raiment to put on, but lived in great elegance

and fplendor. He was immenfely rich—he had

honors fufficient to fatisfy any man who could be

fatisfied. But was he contented and happy? Far

from it. And what was the reafon? Mordicai, a

poor captive Jew, was at the gate, and would not

be as mannerly as he defired. This was the caufe

of all his chagrin—this diifurbed his proud fpirit,

and deftroyed all that fatisfaclion which he mighc

have enjoyed from his opulence, and the frefli hon-,

ors which were heaped upon him. IVhat a-vailcib all

thefe thingsy fays he,y^ long as Mordecai the Jezv/it"-

teth at the kings gate F His pride would not fuffer

him to reft. Rage and envy had taken poirefTion

of his heart. His foul was inwardly torn with in-,

dignation, malice and hatred. Mordecai was in

the gate. This defl-roycd his peace, and threw a

dark fliade over his profperity.

Thus it is with all thofe who are under the do^

minion of malevolent and diabolical pafiions. Let.
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a man be as happy as he will in other refpedls, if

his mind be a prey to pride, malice, hatred, and

other inimical paflions, he can enjoy no true peace.

How can peace and tranquillity reign in the bread

corroded with malice, which, like a vulture, preys

upon the mind, and even emaciates the body?

How can that man, who continually pines with

envy at the profperity of others, enjoy any true

felicity himfelf? Thefe are all painful paflions—-

the poifon of them drinks up the fpirits—and,

while we are under their dominion, all the power,

riches and honors in the world, cannot make us

happy. The proud man will always find enow to

mortify him, by refufing that honor and refpecfl,

which his high opinion of his own importance

leads him to expedl. There will always be fome

Mordecai in the gate, who will refufe to bow down
before him, however great he may think himfelf.

He who is of a wrathful, envious, or malicious dif-

pofition, will never want an objedl for his hatred

and malice. Every Haman will find a Mordecai

to excite his indignation, and provoke his envy;

and while he is under the government of thefe

refllefs and malignant paflions, he never can be

happy, though he were lord of the v/hole earth.-—'

All Haman's wealth and honors availed him no-

thing while he favv Mordecai fitting at the king's

gate.

Ill- Another lelTon, which we are taught by this

pafTage of hiftory, is, that thofe things which men
molt dcfire, often prove their ruin.
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Harnan was a man of unbounded ambition.—

•

Accordingly, there was nothing he fo much delired

as honor and preferment He obtained what he fo

vehemently defired ; and it proved his ruin. Had
he not been fo highly advanced, he would not have

been fo much elated with pride, nor borne it fo

hardly, that Mordecai did not bow down to him;

nor confequently would have fallen upon thofe

cruel meafures, which finally brought him to the

gallows. So intent was Haman to obtain the de-

cree againfl the Jews, that he offered the immenfe

fum of t^n thoufand talents ; and yet this very de-

cree brought defbrudlion on himfelf, and his whole

family. Thus it often happens to blind mortals*

They eagerly purfue thofe very things which, in the

end, prove their ruin. With what ardor do many
defire and purfue riches? And how frequently do

they iffuc in the perdition both of foul and body,

in time and eternity? When men become rich^

they commonly become proud ? their hearts are

lifted up, and they look down upon the poor with

contempts They grow arrogant and tyrannical;

and thus incur the refentment of their neighbors^

and bring a load of hatred upon themlelves, un-

der which they frequently fink. Filled with felf-

confidence and felf-fufhciency, they forget God^

become infenfible of their dependence upon him,

and unthankful for his mercies. Whilft eager in

the purfuit of wealth, religion is negleded, and the

all-important concerns of their precious immortal

fouls difregarded. Thus their riches which they

Vol. II. T t
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fo anxioufly dclire, at lail prove the dedruclion of

their immortal and better part, and overwhelm

them in eternal mifery and defpair. How many
are there who confider honor and preferment as

the moft defirable objcdls, and the attainment of

them, the fummit of human felicity ? I'heir fu-

preme wifh is to be elevated to high rank and pow-

er—to be confpicuous in the eyes of mortals—to

be refpeded, revered, courted and flattered. .Like

Haman, they would have all men to bow down to

them. But when they have obtained all this,

how often does it pave the way to their ruin? The
higher men rife, the more precarious and danger-

ous their fitualion is, and the more liable they are

to fall. There is a certain levelling principle in

human nature, which leads men to pull down thofe

Nvho are above them, efpecially if they become

haughty and arrogant by their elevation. This,

all know, is a very common cafe: There are few

who can bear preferment with moderation ; efpe-

cially, if it be great and fuddcn. Like perfons fud-

denly elevated to a great diflance from the earth,

their heads turn—they become intoxicated with

their power—and commonly ufe it in fuch a man-

ner, as to create to thcmfelves many powerful ene-

mies, who are eager to drag them down from their

exalted flation. And they ohcn find means to

compafs their defigns. Haman is but one of many

favorites who have fuddenly hWcn from the zenith

of power and profpcrity, and ended their lives on

a gibbet or a fcaffoid. Poverty, ignominy, and.
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even death itfclf ofr-timcs quickly follov/ the ac-

quiiition of thofe honors, to which the votaries of

power and pre-eminence afpire with fo nnuch ar-

dour. How often is the arbitrary tyrant, who, =

urged by ambition, made his way to a throne,

fuddenly Gripped of his crown, and reduced to the

condition of the meaneft flave? Exulting in the

plenitude of his recent power, he knows not how

to ufe it with m.oderation; and that which he fo

eagerly purfued, as the completion of his wifhes^

plunges him in the deepeii: mifery.

IV. We learn from this pafTage of hiliory, that

men are often taken in their own toils; or as the

fcripture exprelTes it, theirfeet are taken in the net

which they had hid

Haman was at much, pains to eredt a gallow^s

for Mordecai, and he was hanged on it himfelf.

—

He was literally caught in his own fnare. While

he was ufmg all his addrefs in planning the de-

ftrudion of Mordecai and the. Jews, he was plan-

ning his own utter ruin. God Itirned his iniquity

upon his own head^ and his violent dealings upon his

fate, Such iniiances are frequent. How many
have themfelves drunk the deadly draught which

they had prepared for another? How many, who

have treacheroufly Iain in wait to affiiffinate others^

have fallen in the attempt? How many, whillt en-

deavoring by treachery, calumny, and every hellifli

art, to undermine and deilroy the innocent, have

b^eii detecled and fuficred the dcferved puniih-
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ment? Such is the enmity and malice of the wick^

ed, that they often overfhoot themfelves, and while

they are laying trains for the ruin of the righte-

ous, are themfelves blown up. They may, indeed,

often fucceed againd them, as we fee they do ; but

they fliail not efcape unpunifhed. Verily there is a

God zvbojudgetb in the earth. There is a righteous

judgment to come, when the proud oppreflbrs of

the earth fnall (land trembling at the bar of heav-

en, and fuffer the due punifhment of their violence

and injuflice. Even in this world, the Almighty

often makes bare his arm againfl them—arrefts

them in the midft of their crimes, and turns their

violence on their own heads. Thus he did with

Haman, cauling him to fall into his own fnares.

But however it may be in this world, they fhall

hereafter mod certainly receive the reward of their

iniquityy and eat thefrait of their own doings* God
will at laft plead the caufe of the innocent, and

take vengeance on their opprelTors. Let all fuch,

therefore, remember, that while they are plotting

againft the righteous, they are plotting their own
ruin, and, like Haman, bringing down perdition

on themfelves, either in this or a coming world*

However great and powerful they may be—how
weak and helplcfs foever the righteous may ap-

pear, they cannot injure them with impunity.

—

They have a powerful protedor—the Almighty is

their defence, and declares, that he ztho toucheth

ibem, toucheth the apple of his eye. How weak and

contemptible did Mordecai appear in the eyes of
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Haman? He had no apprehenlion that one fo

great and powerful as he was, could be in the Icall

danger from fuch an infignificant creature, as a

captive Jew. But yet God fo ordered it, that this

fame Mordecai was the inftrument of his ruin.

—

He dragged him down from his lofty pinnacle of

honor—iiripped him of all his wealth and gran-

deur, and brought him to an ignominious death.

Though weak in himfelf, he had an almighty pro-

tedor; and the God whom he ferved, delivered

him from all the machinations of his adverfary, and

turned his devices upon his own head.

Let us improve this fubjedl.

I. In the firft place, by guarding againft a cruel

and ambitious temper.

Ambition is not confined to heroes and con-

querors, kings and courtiers. It is frequently

found among the lower orders of men. Here, in-

deed, it is not fo confpicuous, becaufe it is confin-

ed within a narrower fphere, and has not a field

fo ample to difplay itfelf. It difcovers itfelf, how-

ever, plainly enough. It does not, indeed, afpire

at crowns and kingdoms—it does not deflroy na-.

tions, or fpread havock and defolation over cities

and countries. Thefe exploits of wickednefs are

beyond the reach of the ambitious in lower rank.

but it does a great deal of mifchief in families,

neighborhoods, and focieties, by exciting hatred,

Wath, flrifc, and many other iniaiical paflions.
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which dedroy peace and concord, and produce

the mod pernicious effeds in civil and religious

focieties. You may often fee a whole neighbor-

hood thrown into a flame by two or three men,

whofe ambition, perhaps, rifes no higher than fome

paltry civil office, or petty commiflion, which

they think will do them honor, or give them a lit-

tle more power. And they make no fcruple at all

to lie, calumniate, undermine and betray each o-

ther, in order to gam their point. Want of pow-
er, and dread of punifhment, refbrain them from

going further, otherwife, like thofe who are above

all law, they would proceed to deliroy all who
oppofe them, and lay wafle the world with lire and

fivord. Every man is by nature a tyrant. There

are little tyrants as well as great ones. Our coun-

try is full of petty bajhaws^ who exercife a tyranny

as cruel and abfolute in the fmall circle of their

own plantations, and over their miferable flaves,

as the mofl: arbitrary defpot in Aiia. And if inte-

reft and cuftom had not fteeled their hearts, and

Ihut their ears to the voice of nature, and the dic-

tates of reafon, religion and humanity, they might

foon be made fcniible of it. We are all fo prone to

abufe po vver when once we have gotten it into our

Imnds, that we fliould be jealous of ourfelves, and

watch againff the cruel eiildls of a tyrannical tem-

per tovv'ards thofe who are wholly in our power.

For my own part, I cannot help trembling for my
country as often as I rcfled:, that God is jufl, and

has declared, that he will vindicate ibe opprejcdy ani
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fimtJJj the oppreffor. Let us all then learn to guard

againfla cruel and ambitious temper. It becomea

us, as Chriftians, to renounce the pomps and va-

nities of this world, and not to aim at earthly pow-

er and pre-eminence, nefafljion of ibis z^ondpaf-*

Jeth azvay. All its glory, pomp and power . muH:

foon vanilh like a dream. Let us then fcek that

honor which cometh from God—which is fubllan-

tial and permanent, and not covet the praife of

men. In honor, let us prefer one another^ and leani

of our heavenly mafter to be m.eek and lowly in

heart. God refifteth the proud^ hut giveth grace io the

humble. He exalts the humble Mordecai, but hum^
bles the proud Haman, and brings down his h-on^

or to the duft.

2. From what has been faid, let us learn to lliun

malice, envy, ^nd all the malevolent pailions.

While v/e indulge a malicious, envious or via-

diclive temper, all genuine peace and comfort

mufl: be baniHied from our breaus. Thefe and fi-

milar pafuons are as inconiiflent with our own hap-

pinefs as they are repugnant to the fpirit and pre-

cepts of the gofpel, to which we are bound as

Chriftians to conform our lives and tempers. It is

the peculiar glory ofour religion that it reprobates

all the malignant pailions, and inculcates a be-

nevolent, meek, gentle, and forgiving fpirit. How-
ever rich, powerful and profperous we m»ay be, if

we are under the government of malice, hatred,

envy, and other diabolical pailions, we cannot fail
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to be wretched and miferable. Mordecai in a

flate of poverty and captivity, enjoyed more genu*

ine fatisfadlion and tranquillity ofmind, than Ha-
man in the midfl of all his riches and honors. It is

our duty, therefore, as well as our happinefs, to

mortify thofe angry and hateful pafTions, and cul-

tivate a kind and benevolent difpofition. Let char-

ity then, with all her mild and gentle train, take

poiTeflion of our hearts, and reign and triumph

there. Thus fhall we be conformed to the fpirit,

and governed by the precepts of that holy religion

which we profefs. Finally, let us learn, agreeably

to thecommand and example of our Redeemer, not

only to love our friends, but even our enemies; f$

hlejs them that curfe usy and to prayfor them who de^

fpitefully ufe and perfecute us ; that we may be the

children ofour Father in heaven, who maketh hisfun to

fhine upon the evil andgood^ andfendeih rain on thejuji

and on the unjuji.




