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DECEIVERS AND THEIR
DUPES.

HIS age which we claim as ours is not

characterized by an excess of modesty.
It is perfectly willing to admit its merits, and
readily yields to the conviction that it will
suffer nothing in comparison with any age
that has preceded it. “Earlier ages,” sug-
gests Mr. IFroude, “however energetic in ac-
tion, were retrospective in their sentiments.
The contrast hetween a degenerate present
and a glorious past was the theme alike of
poets, moralists and statesmen. We now
know better, or imagine we know better, what
the past really was. We draw comparisons,
but rather to encourage hope than to indulge
despondency. In every department of life—
in its business and its pleasures, in its beliefs
and in its theories, in its material develop-
ments, and in its spiritual convictions—we
thank God that we are not like our fathers.
And while we admit their merits, making al-
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lowances for their disadvantages, we do ney
blind ourselves in mistaken modesty to oy
immeasurable supetiority.”  These reflectiong
of Mr. Froude would scem to be just. “[4,
marvellous development of industrial art hag
changed almost immeasurably the conditiong
of life, and has thrown a witching spell aver
our civilization. The rush and roar, the glare
and glitter, the bounding pulsation of all 1ife
under these changed conditions very naturally
lead us to think how dull and stupid and non-
progressive the days of our fathers, and they
the transition is easy to the fathers thenm-
selves. The Pullman car differs vastly from
the stage coach. It is almost inevitable that
we should assume that there is a correspond-
ing difference hetween the occupants of the
two. Those who rode in lumbering stage
coaches and went to bed by the light of g
tallow dip, of necessity must have heen ol
fogies. We certainly know more than they,
and knowing more, we believe less.  This,
then, can not be a credulous age.  The things
which in other ages were not made kuown to
the sons of men have heen revealed to us,
Says William Dean Howells, “We no longer
believe in supernatural things, in ghosts and
haunted houses, and the like. All that is
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dying out.” He no tlnEJht r}}cauﬁ by “we”
all who are worth counting, "we, the p‘a:o]}_le
of this enlightened l'nm'tcu.nlh century. It
i« now two hundred and six years since the
fwenty witches were Ililll:!;;’tjl]. 1 hil]elill, I\-!Iasr..q.,
cince Cotton Mather, minister of Boston, in
Ligh repute for wisdnrn,_wmtc i tredatise m
[ he expressed his “great thankfulness
(hat so many witches had met ih‘vil‘ just
doom” ‘since the same treatise received the
approhation of the President of .I-lal‘.\rm'('1 Cal-
lege, 1t is one hundred and eighty-two
vears since Mrs. Hicks and her daughter,
aoed nine years, were hanged at Hunting-
(11;11, lingland, “for selling their souls to the
devil ; tormenting and destroying their neigh-
hors by making them vomit pins; raising a
storm so that a ship was almost lost at sea,
by pulling off her stockings and making a
lather soap.”  The age of credulity lies be-
hind us. It is not to be supposed that our
Secretary of the Navy carries a rabbit-foot
to ward off accident and disease, after the
manner of the illustrious Samuel Pepys,
“secretary to the admiralty in the reigns of
Charles LI and James I1.” Hear that worthy
as he moralizes at the end of the year 1604 :
“I Dless God T never have been in so good

which




6 Deceivers and Their Dupes,

plight as to my health in so very cold weat]
as this is, nor indeed in any hot weather ?]l 3
ten years as | am at this day and |mv<’- bu-ESt-'
these four or five months. Buy | am tin.'
great loss to know whether it he niy h:- 3
foot, or taking cvery morning of 3 pi]l’c {
turpentine, or my having left off the weari'Qf
n'f a gown.” Itis more to the point {o m X
tion that Charles 11., the sovereign of ”en.
same illustrious  Samuel Pepys, hmc!.m“
nearly a hundred thousand persons in lw«e;ea"'l
years to cnre them of serofula. We have r\:l
tamed the name “King’s Evil,” hut g Sery 3
Serves
merely as a landmark to show how far wo
have travelled from the times of (hat iw’nnh-
ance. In 1806 the State of New \’nrl:qé:
cording to the statement of an cminent mcl(li._
cal ‘author, purchased for one thousand (ol
lars a preventive of hydrophobia. *I'|ye ints
g’ru!luﬂs in this medicine were an otinee of
the jawbone of a dog burned and pulverized
the false tongue of a newly-foaled colt (lrio.(‘i
:m'(l pulverized, and one scruple of verdis
gris, 1“;Lisu| from the surface of old copper by
lying in moist carth—the coppers of t_}mré‘;e
I or 11, being preferred as the most ])m-(:,',”
/\L‘.L.‘(‘rl‘([ll]lg' to Boswell, Dr. Johnson did not
believe in the Cock Lane ghost, but hie was
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edulotts o the subject of ghosts

I ~ieitlv Cr 3
sufficienth sit up a geod part of the night

in general to
watching for
[ane ghost.
wpany gentlemen ¢ '
character” kept him company. e
Surely we have outgrown such s ", -.m'-
liefs. It would secm the very acn nf; hardi-
pond to attempt to prove that ¢redulity s a
characteristic of lhis' age. It has thrown the
light of knowledge into the deep abysses of
myvstery and shown that t!u-y are cmpt:\/.
\\;Imlt.’vel' does not prove its exastence 1
SO |>:—|l|>.'|l»lc manner 1§ 1.1()[ to be made an
abject of beliel. If our intellectual leaders
cannot avoid credulity any other way, they
fake refuge in agnosticism, When they reach
the bounds of positive knowledge, they say
they have reached the limit of wmeutal activ-
ity. They admit the realm of the unknow-
able, but they teach us that the only rational
attitude of mind o respect to it is one of per-
fect vacuity. The spirit of our leaders is icon-
oclastic.  Reverence for the past has ceased
to be w virtue, and 1s rebuked as bondage to
They are proposing to lead the

the afaresaid notorious Cock
Nor was he alone in lus vigil—
minent for their rank and

tradition.
race into larger liberty, and free them ulti-
mately from all inherited faiths.
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The question we raise is, have they as yet
led this generation into the larger libérty—
are they meeting with any phenomenal meas-
ure of success in their efforts to lead them
to this goal ? It is not our purpose to dogma-
tize. We claim no such familiarity with the
mental history of the race as would justify us
in dogmatism, But there are certain as-
pects of our age that the self-constituted rep-
resentatives of the highest culture may over-
look. It is possible that our leaders are not
altogether acquainted with the number and
character of their followers. Our mission-
aries among the heathen are sometimes sur-
prised to find that a disciple who has heen
under instruction for years is still clinging
to the fragments of his old superstition. [t
may be that this age which enjoys so much
light from such exalted sources is still carry-
ing along with it into the dawning of a new
century superstition as gross, credulity as
silly as any that disfigures the age behind us.
Let us note a few facts.

1. Abont the year 1830, in Seneca county,
New York, a poor, illiterate, visionary young
man professed to find a hook containing a
new revelation from heaven. The story he
told was that an angel had appeared to him

-
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and made the astonishing disclosure that the
American Indians were a remnant of the lost
tribes of Israel, and that by command of God
they had deposited a volume, embracing their
national history, and “the fulness of the Gos-
pel of Christ as it was given to his people on
this land,” on a hillside near the town of
Palmyra. The young man went to the place
designated, and removing the surface of the
ground, found a stone box in which was the
book written on gold plates in “Reformed
Itgyptian” characters. The reason why it
was not written in Hebrew, according to the
testimony of the angel, was the want of space.
The young man was enabled to translate these
gold plates by means of a huge pair of spec-
tacles, the ancient Urim and Thummin,
which he found in the same stone box. Thus
was produced the Book of Mormon. Surely
no age of the world has given birth to a
grosser fraud. But no sooner did Joseph
Smith, Jr., begin to preach than he began to
male disciples. In a few weeks he organized
a church of thirty members; in two years he
had gathered disciples to the number of two
thousand, and in twenty years his following
had increased to two hundred thousand. Such
was its spread, notwithstanding the most dil-
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igent and varied efforts to stop it. There is
little doubt that the Book of Mormon was a

manuscript written to beguile the hours of a ¥

chronic invalidism by Rev. Solomon Spauld-
ing, a Presbyterian preacher. The manu-
script was stealthily copied by Sidney Rig-
don. Many persons in the regions where the
imposture was launched were familiar with
the manuscript, and when the first Mormon
propagandists Degan to preach, these per-
sons recognized and proclaimed the fraud.
Spaulding had died in the meantime, but his
widow was appealed to, and she produced the
original manuscript. But the strange delu-
sion had taken hold. Smith and Rigdon, with
brazen face and scurrilous tongues, denied
everything, and kept in line the dupes they
had gained. Then violence was tried. A mob
broke into the homes of Smith and Rigdon,
dragged them from their beds, tore their
clothing from them, lacerated their bodies,
tarred and feathered them, and left them al-
most dead. They were driven from State to
State. As their numbers and strength in-
creased, the strength of the opposition in-
creased, until by and by it amounted to war.
Finally Joseph Smith and his brother were
treacherously assassinated. DBut the cause
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had grown strong enougl to live on and flour-
ish without them. Apostates did all they
could to destroy public confidence in the char-
acter of the leaders. Among these apostates
was Sidney Rigdon, who had ranked next to
Joseph Smith, and had been equally influen-
tial in the beginning of the moyement, He
drew up 4 paper in which he declared that
many of the chief men, calling them by name,
had “united with a gang of counterfeiters,
thieves, liars and black-legs of the deepest
dye, to cheat, deceive and defraud.”  DBut
nothing could check the ever-inereasing tide
of sueccess. Missionaries, filled with an en-
thusiasm that no ‘opposition could foil, no
hardships retard, went forth into all lands.
They carried neither purse nor scrip, but
with the sublime audacity of a faith that never
wavered, threw themselves helplessly ou a
generous and guileless world. Results jus-
tified their course. At the Mormon confer-
ences held throughout the British Isles in
June, 1850, the number of Maormons in Eng-
land and Scotland was reported at 27,863.
In fourteen vears preceding 1851 more than
20,000 were haptized in England, of whom
nearly 17,000 had emigrated from her shores
to Zion. To-day they number 300,000, catl-
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trol the State of Utah, form a considerable
percentage of the population of Idaho, Wy-
oming, Colorado, Arizona and Nevada, while
they have large colonies in Old Mexico. Mis-
sions are maintained in Europe, Asia, Aus-
tralia and the Islands of the Pacific. It is not
working in the dark, not confining its effort®
to the ignorant, not stealthily winning its way
by concealing its grosser features. It is grow-
ing in the full light of our civilization, thrust-
ing itself into positions of prominence, claim-
ing recognition in our halls of national legis-
lation, and staking its future, with bold con-
fidence and with good reason, on the limitless
credulity of nineteenth century humanity.

2. In 1847 in a little village in Wayne
county, New York, two sprightly little girls,
aged seven and five, discovered that they
could make a peculiar sound by a slight, and
even imperceptible, movement of the big toe.
The sound was like that of a short, sharp rap
on the floor. They deceived and bewildered
their simple-minded mother. She became
frightened, thought the house was haunted,
and began to question the rappings on the
supposition that they were made by invisible
spirits. The children were spry enough to
keep up and enhance the deception. The
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mother called in het neighbors, and by per-
sistent questioning extorted a tale of murder.
The guilty parties were vaguely hinted at.
The news spread rapidly and produced great
excitement, An elder married sister of the
little girls, Mrs. Fish, got possession of their
secret. She drilled the young spiritualists,
and had them to teach her how to crack her
toe joints. Under her skillful manipulations
the excitement continued to grow. In the
course of fwo years sufficient interest had
been worked up to justify a public exhibition.
She carried the girls to Rochester, hired the
largest hall in the city, and there and then
entered on a career of imposture that scarcely
has a parallel. Soon spiritual seances became
the “fad.” All classes of society were drawn
to witness the inexplicable munifestations.
Men whose names were world-famous, Hor-
ace Greely, Bancroft, Fennimare Cooper,
Bryant, N. P. Willis, Theodore Parker, Wil-
liam M. Thackeray, James Freeman Clarke,
Thos. M. Foote and Bayard Taylor, strong-
minded women, such as Alice Cary and Har-
riet Beecher Stowe, lent their presence and
showed the deepest interest. Physicians were
selected to investigate and report. Among
these Austin Flint, the most distinguished
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medical authority in the metropolis, with two
others, visited the mediums at their hotel hy
appointment, and closely scrutinized their
persons while the rappings were heard. They
came near solving the mystery, and in their
report assured the public that it was capable
of a natural explanation. But by this time
multitudes had become converts to spiritual-
isnl.  The infatuation spread, mediums mul-
tiplied, and to-day the spiritualists count a
million and a lalf in the United States and
Canada. This colossal structure is built on
a fraud so simple that it was at first prac-
ticed merely in the spirit of mischief by two
playful little girls, Maggie and Katie Fox.
As they grew toward womanhood, they were
very beautiful, and also attractive in man-
ners. Two eminent men took a deep per-
sonal interest in them. Horace Greely ed-
uwcated Katie, and Elisha Kent Kane, the fa-
motts arctic explorer, married Margaret.
These men were not duped by them and tried
to reclaim them from their false lives. Their
efforts scemed in vain, but after the death of
their henefactors the women did repent. In
the most public and carnest manner they tried
to undo the mischief they had wrought. On
the 21st of October, 1888, Mrs. Margaret
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FFox Kane appeared at the Academy of Music
in New York City, and in the presence of a
large audience made a humiliating counfes-
sion, and a complete expose. She said, “That
I have been chiefly instrumental in perpetu-
ating the fraud of spiritualism upon a too
confiding public, most of you know. The
greatest sorrow of my life has been that this
is true, and though it has come late in my day,
[ am now prepared to tell the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth—so help me
God. Tam here to-night as one of the found-
ers of spiritualism, to denounce it as an ab-
solute falsehood from beginning to end, as
the flimsiest of superstitions, the most wicked
blasphemy known to the world.,” She then
proceeded to demonstrate the method by
which the whole tissue of lies had been woven
and palmed off on the public. The New
YVork World on the following morning con-
cluded a detailed account of the occasion with
the following reflection: “Only the most
hopelessly prejudiced and bigoted fanatics
of spiritualism could withstand the irre-
sistibe force of this commonplace explana-
tion and exhibition of how ‘spirit-rappings’
are produced. The demonstration was per-
fect and complete, and if ‘spirit-rappings’ find



16 Decetvers and Their Dupes.

any credence in this community hereafter, it
would seem a wise precaution on the part of
the authorities to hegin the enlargement -of
the State's insane asylums without delay.”
That was ten years ago, and the flourishing
condition of spiritualism in that same com-
munity, as well as in the country at large, is
a striking illustration of how little power the
clearest and most palpable truth has over
minds that have consented to believe a lie.

Be it noted in the case of Spiritualism, as in
that of Mormonism, it is not depending for
growth on stealthy methods; it is not shun-
ning contact with enlightenment. It boldly
challenges the attention of all classes, and
counts on flourishing in the future, as it has
flourished in the past, by successfully prac-
ticing on the limitless credulity of nineteenth
century humanity.

3. In 1875 Helena I'. Blavatsky, “a mes-
senger of the adepts,” appeared in New York
and started the theosophic movement. She
had a brilliant fancy and had steeped her
mind in the dreamy mysticism of Buddhistic
philosophy. She gave forth with dazzling
effect her bewildering speculations, colored
with the weird tints of the far distant Orient.
She made her appeal to minds of the highest
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and broadest culture, and claimed to be the
apostle of all that was truest and best in all
religions, and to offer for her teachings a
philosophic and scientific basis that would
satisfy souls that had outgrown all other sys-
tems of belief.  She met a ready response angl
very saon formed a Theosophic Society, i1i-
cluding men of some literary pretentions.
She returned to India, and being a spiritu-
alistic medium, made herself famous, She
received - communications in  a mysterious
way from the mountains of Thibet, where it
is supposed the development of occultism
through long centuries has reached its high-
est and purest stage. Her fame grew. The
learned world of Furope concerned itself
about her, and sent out agents to make a close
study of her manifestations. Suspicious dis-
closures were made by enemies who had been
in Madame Blavatsky's confidence. Investi-
gation proved that she was the author of the
letters which had been received from Thibet.
Later on, in a fit of despondency, she con-
fessed to one of her disciples, and petulantly
exclaimed : “What is one to do when, in order
to rule men, it is necessary to deceive them;
when they will not accept.even the doctrine
of TIsis Unveiled without the sanction of
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miracle; when their very stupidity invites
trickery, for almost 111\141'1'1]11) the more sim-
ple, the more silly, and the more gross lhc
];hcmnncnnn the more likely it is to succeed.”

This is valuable testimony from an expert in
the art of deception. Such a confession one
might have thought would have proven a
death-blow to Theosophy, but not so. 1t has
become firmly planted, and finds fertile soil in
those who affect to he worshippers of Intel-
leet, “Tt claims to be not a matter of faith,
but of science—oceult science, to he sure,
but the most certain of all science. To ac-
cept the nonsense of the Mahatmas is not
faith: it is belief on evidence. By one of
those startling contradictions of the hunian
mind so often seen, this system, which has
nothing but assumption and boundless as-
sertion ta rest upon, which starts off into
space, marshals the sphieres, takes possession
of eternity as the arena of its operations—
this system finds many followers among those
who have been emptied of all faith, and into
whom a seven-fold credulity has entered and
taken full possession.”” Tt has had but twenty-
three years in which to grow. To what di-
mensions has it come? “Starting with a
membership of fifteen persons in 1875, it has
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spread all over the globe, until now it has
hundreds of branches seattered through all
the civilized and even the semi-civilized coun-
tries, and cotints its members by thousands.
Beyond its organization in importance, how-
ever, is the wonderful influence of theosophic
teachings in coloring the literature, thought,
ethics, and even scientific progress and re-
ligions expression of the world. . The size of
the saciety gives but a very imperfect idea of
the extent of its work.” Thus wrote William
Q. Judge, who was president of the Thea-
anphunl Society in Anierica from its found-
ing.in 1875 till his death in 1896, A state-
ment prepared sinee that tme tells us that the
American Society has 175 branches, located
in mogt of the principal cities, and in many
smaller towns. There are several great di-
visions of the Theosophical Society through-

out the world, in Hurope, Asia, Africa and

Australia, If it be asked, "On what meat
doth this our Cwesar feed that he has grown
s0 great?" fhe answer is found in the cata-
logue of the Theosophic Publishing Society
in Duke street, London. A sdmple of its pub-
lications are as follows, wviz.: “Astrology,
Animal Magnetism, Astral Light, Alchemy,
Mind-reading, Mind-cure, Myths of the Mid-
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dle Ages, Phallicism, Chaldean Magic,
Demonology, Witcheraft, Dream Mysteries,
the Elixir of Life, Geomaney, Ghost Stories,
Hypnotism, Sorcery, Mesmerism, Yoga Phil-
osophy, Rosicrucianism, IFaith Healing, the
Cabala, Monism, Hindu Pantheism, the
Science of Dreath, White and Black Magic,
Posthumous  Humanity, Swedenborg the
Buddhist, Reincarnation, Gipsy Fortune-tell-
ing, Secret Doctrine, Sacred Mysteries of the
Mayas, The World as Will, by Schopenhauer,
Somnambulism, Zodiacal Physiognomy, Hal-
lucination, Mysticism.” What a gallimaufry
is this! Enough to give one a nightmate to
read it over in the solemn silence of the
night. Of all the uncanny things that the
frightened faney of man has Hmjltl’ul up
nnl;. one has been omitted, and that is Hoo-
dootsm.  An African Hoodoo doctor would
doubtless take high rank among the theoso-
phists,

4. In Lynn, Mass., in 1866, there lived a
woman by the name of Mrs, Mary Baker
10ddy. “When apparently near death,” to use
her own language, “her convictions laid hold
upon the sublime verity that all evil, whether
moral or physical, must he non-existent, he-
cause contrary to the omnipotent Good, God,”
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Having thus discovered that there was no
such thing as sickness, it followed as a mat-
ter of course that she was not sick. She
named this beneficent and timely discovery
Christian Science, and began at once to make
it known to others. She teaches that theré is
no sensation in matter, and that it is impos-
sible, therefore, for one to hurt himself by
cutting his flesh, or breaking his hones. He
may think he is hurt, but he is self~deceived,
To make the impossibility the more appar-
ent, she teaches that there is no such thing as
matter. In a statement which she prepared
in 1895 for Johnson's cyclopedia she says,
“the irresistible, logical, cardinal point in
Christian Science—there is no matter. All
is Mind.” Obviously, if one has no flesh to
cut, nor bones to break, he can suffer no real
pain from cuts and fractures. To put this
very important matter still further beyond
all guiestion, she proceeds o teach that thereis
only one Mind-Ciod. It now becomes doubly
obvious that we are in no danger of bodily in-
jury. There is no matter, and hence we have
no bodies. There is only one Mind, and
hence we have no minds. Relieved of both
mind and body, we can “smile at Satan’s rage
and face a frowning world.” That is to say,
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we could so smile and face, if there were any
Satan and any world.

Mrs. Eddy puts forth the most astounding
propositions with a sublime and impassive
serenity as if she were merely stating self-
evident truths., It is hard to take her seri
onsly, and yet she maintains a serious air,
She gives no intimation that she is perpetrat-
ing a joke, even when she is writing down a
collocation of words that would do eredit to
full-blown idiot. Take the following as a
sample: “Matter is the subjective state of
etror, deflecting from the everlasting upright-
ness, and eventuating in false personal be-
liefs in sin, disease and death.” She occa-
sionally makes a statement that seems to
contain an idea; but lest she should be sus-
pected of having done it intentionally, she
hastens on, without delay, into a strain of
incoherent profundities.

Mrs. Eddy is an interesting study to those
who take an interest in the freaks of haman
nature. Her book, Science and Health, is
apparently written with an earnest and sin-
cere purpase ; the style is marked by sustained
dignity, and no small measure of literary
grace. To reconcile such writing with the
atterly hewildering jumble of incogitabilitics
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which make up the matter of the book is the
problem. TIs Mrs. Eddy rhetorically sane,
and logically insane? Does she retain the
word-making power after bhaving lost the
thought-producing power?  IFurther ques-
tions arise as to the moral quality of Mrs.
Eddy’s performances. Is she sane? and does
she bhelieve in herself? Touching this aspect
of the case, the editor of the Beacon, a news-
paper published at Dorchester, Mass., pro-
fesses to throw some light on the subject.
He recently took it upon himself to investi-
cate “the life, reputation and character of
the discoverer and founder of Christian
Science.” He claims to have begun the in-
vestigation, believing her to be a woman of
good character, and rather exceptional hyp-
notic power. He states the conclusions at
which he arrived: “We close our investiga-
tion, which has been very thorough and ju-
dicial in character, not with doubt of the ac-
curacy of our former views, but with confi-
dence that we entirely misjudged the woman
known as Mary Baker . Eddy, and that she,
while definitely claiming to he the equal in
nature and power of Jesus Christ, is in almost
everything his precise opposite, is insincere,
dishonest, full of deceit and falsehood, un-
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clean of heart, impure of life, venomous to
the last degree, despotic and arbitrary almost
bevond beliet—an exceptionally cleyer char-
latan, who has built an imniense fortune upon
the credulity of hosts of innocent dupes.”
The Beacon further charges, and says the
charges are capable of legal proof, that she
received the ideas upon which her so-called
Christian Science is based from a man named
Ouimby, to whom she has time and again
credited them over her own signature; and
that her hook, Setence and Health, “is a per-
fect mosaic of the thoughts of others, having
feen written largely with scissors, and been
thoroughly revised, punctuated, rendered
grammatical and consistent with itself (as
much so, at least, as her stubborn ignorance
would permit) by literary skill purchased and
paid for, pages of it being written by other
hands and published unaltered.” The Beacon
is not the only one who makes this charge in
reference to Mrs. Eddy’s book. An eminent
critic has recently exhibited some specimens
of composition that were unmistakably from
Mrs. Iddy's pen which proved that she was
not able to frame correct sentences, to say
nothing of appreciating qualities of style.
This helps to solve the problem above noted.

\
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She hires the literary skill and furnishes the
incongruous mixture that is to be clothed
}w it,

Any one at all skeptical in regard to the
credulity of our age would have supposed
that Mrs. Eddy was venturing on a hopeless
task., Sane or insane, sincere or hypoeriti-
cal, moral or immoral, can she get people to
accept affirmations which are in the very face
of the convictions of the race that have come
down from Adami, and which contradict all
our five senses? We would think that people
must believe in matter if they believe in any-
thing. They must know that it hurts to cut,
or burn, or bruise the flesh. Can Mrs. Eddy
merely by grandiloquent language that no-
body can understand heguile persons into
thinking that “all evil, whether moral or phy-
sical, must be non-existent” ? Statistics fur-
nished by Mrs. Lathrop give us this answer:
The first church of Christian Scientists was
organized in Boston, Mass., June, 1879, with
26 members, with Mrs. Eddy herself as pas-
tor. In twenty vears the one church has
grown to 415, the 26 members to 70,000, and
the whole number of adherents to over 200,-

‘000. Flourishing churches have heen organ-

ized in London, Paris, Dresden, Berlin and
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Hanover, also in Canada, Drazil and Scot-
land. Many handsome church edifices have
been huilt in different cities, and many others
arg in process of erection. There is no vi-
dence that Mrs. Fddy's influence is waning.
In 1804 her disciples built a chureh in Boston
gepecially as a testimonial of the regard in
which she ig held. [t cost, including the Site,
nearly $z2s50,000. Her book, Scicne® and
[lealth, has passed through 185 editions.
Carlvle said of England, *lts population is
forty millions—mostly fools.” Mrs. Eddy 8
11.‘_.lp'ing to demonstrate that lingland has no
menppoly of such charaeters.

5. A poor woman, who had need of money,
borrowed a small sum from a Jewish usurer,
giving him in pledge all she had hest in
clathes and linen.  The feast of Faster ap-
proaching, she entreated him to lend her, at
least for that great day, what she had pawnod
him. “I am willing to do s0,” said he, “and
1 will even release you from the whole sum |
lent you, if you promise to hring me the Host
vou will receive in communion.” ‘The desire
of having her clothes again, and not being
obliged to repay the sum borrowed, proved
a temptation the unhappy woman could not
resist.  She promised to bring him the Host,

—+F
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and kept her promise. On the morrow she
went to her parish church, and after recejv-
ing the Iost into her mouth, she hastened
to take it out again, wrapped it in a handker-
chief and brought it to the wretched Jew to
whom she had promised it. Tt was for the
purpose of gratifying his hatred against our
Lord that this man wanted to have a Host;
he treated it with the greatest indignity, and
Jesus Christ constantly showed him how sen-
sible lie was to the outrages offered him. The
Jew first put the Host on the table, and struck
it repeatedly with a penkuife; blood imme-
diately flowed from it in abundance, which
caused the man’s wife and children to shud-
der with horror. He nailed it to a wall and
brutally struck it; then he pierced it with a
lance to renew, if possibte, the frightful tor-
ments of our Lord’s Passion. The Host shed

blood anew, as though to prove to the exe-

crable wretch that it was not merely material

hread. He threw jt into the fire, and it was

seen flying here and there without receiving
any injury. The infernal rage that animated

the Jew led him to throw it inte a pot of

hoiling water; the water took the color of

hlood, and the Host then appeared visibly
under the form of Christ crucified. This
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sight so terrified the deicide that he went to
hide himself in a dark corner of the ha.m:fu.
But it was not long before his crime was dis-
covered, and the discovery came about this
wise: One of the children, sceing th¢ people
going to church, cried out simply, “Do not
go to church any more to seck _\f‘u‘l?l"‘(:u'u'll
don't you know my father killed him A
wommnan hearing what the child said, entered
the house under the pretext of asking for
some fire, and she saw the Host, which was
otill under the form of Jesus on the cross;
but it soon resumed its former shape, and
came to repose in the little vessel which the
woman had in her hand. All amazed, she
carried her treasure religiously to the Church
of St. Jean-en-Greve,

“Seeing is believing,” says the old adage.
1f, therefore, any one is iucreduloqs,.letlhnn
go to Paris and visit the Church of Ewt._ Jean-
en-Greve, where the miraculous Fost is pre-
served. The history just related “is most
authentic,” says the writer from whose hook
it is taken. The book was written about
twenty-five years ago, and has gone through
sticcessive editions, the copy quioted from hav-
ing been published in 1888. 'll;. is properly
summoned, therefore, to bear witness to the
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kind of literature demanded by our age. The
author is one of the most prolific and popular
writers in the Roman Catholic Church. The
extract quoted is only a sample of the good
things with which the hook is filled. It was
submitted to the censorship of an approved
theologian, and on his report it received the
wnprimatur of the most reverend, the Arch-
bishop of New York. The “eminent clergy-
man” who discharged the delicate and re-
sponsible duty of censor speaks of the book
and its author in almost hysterical adulation.
“I have found the matter solid, well digested
and instructive, the style simple, earnest and
full of unction. The volume has nothing of
the cold and dry system that makes religion
among us so often a thing of duty more than
of love. Degep thoughts in plain words, doc-
trinal sublimities in language so simple that
a child, without effort, may understand. In
it we find, together with all the motives that
tend to draw our souls toward Jesus, our per-
petual victim at mass, a glowing record of
miracles, revelations and wondrous graces
obtained through faith in, and love of our
dear Lord in his own divine sacrifice. It is
refreshing indeed to find in our cold, utilita-
rian age and country a work issued from the
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press so full of Catholic life, and so glowing
with the fire of Cathclic love. To all men
and women, to young and old, T would say:
Spare yourself some unnccessary article of
dress and buy this book. Every single page
of it is worth the price of the volume. I
_wish it were in my power to place a copy of
your work in the hands of every Catholic
who ean read the English language; and 1
hiope it will be translated into all modern ton-
gues, and come to the knowledge of every
human soul on earth. May the angels carry
it to the hands, minds and hearts of all.”
This extended quotation, which is but a small
part of the eminent censor’s comimendation,
is for the purpose of putting it beyond ques-
tion that Michael Muller’s hook on the Holy
Sucrifices of the Mass, wiracles and all, is
the kind of devotional literature most eagerly
devoured by the Catholics, not of the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries, but of the nine-
teenth, not of henighted Mexico and South
America, hut of the United States and Can-
ada. Archbishop Hughes, of New York,
wrote his commendation in the following lan-
guage: “Dear Father Muller—1 take great
pleasure in adding my commendation to the
many others which have already been given
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of vour excellent hook on the Holy Mass. 1
sincerely hope that it will have the widely ex-
teniled circulation which it so well deserves.”
The Catholic press of the country were
prompt and fervent in giving the book the
henefit of their endorsement.

Shall we doubt the sincerity of the en-
dorsement given to such stories by the high
dignitaries and the learned ceclesiastics of
the Romish church?  Shall we suppose that
their ohject is mercly to palm off these pious
legends on the ignorant with the hape of
stimulating their faith and devetion? The
answer is that these storics are no greater tax
on credulity than the dogma of the Mass
itself. When one has developed his capacity
for believing until he can receive as true the
doctrine that “Jesus Christ, soul, bady and
divinity, is not only whale and entire in each
consecrated wafer, but whole and entire in
each particle of the wafer, so that millions of
Christs are daily offered on Catholic altars,”
he can certainly have no trouble with any-
thing else. Furthermore, these stories of
“Father” Muller's, so full of Catholic life,
and so glowing with the fire of Catholic love,
are exactly-in keeping with other means used
for the nourishment of Catholic piety. It

T ———
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is only seven years since a threadbare and
faded fragment of cloth was exhibited by au-
thority of the Pope at the city of Treves, in
(fermany, and maore than a nillion devout
pilgrims went to leok on it, taught by the
Cathelic Church that they saw in it a part of
the seamless garment worn by Christ, and for
which the soldiers gambled under the cross.
It is not so long since a bone was placed on
exhibition in one of the churches in New
York City, and multitudes, almost without
number, flocked to see it, believing it to be,
as the Catholic authorities had taught them,
a bone from the arm of the Virgin Mary’s
mother.

We have arranged these facts illustrative
of the credulity of our age in climatic order.
The crude fabrication of the illiterate founder
of Mormonism demanded for its success a
fair measure of credulity; the childish tricks
of the Fox sisters, the founders of spiritual-
ism, demanded a larger measure; the fantas-
tic and incoherent vaporings of Madame Bla-
vatsky demanded a yet larger measure; the
pretentious absurdities of Mrs. Eddy even a
larger measure still; but it was reserved for
Rome to demonstrate the very utmost meas-
ure to which human credulity can go. Mor-
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monism, spiritualism, theosophy and Chris-
tian Science are all young in the cause, novices
in the art of deception. They do well consid-
ering, but to Rome belongs the steady pro-
gress of ages. Her incommensurable system
of imposture has .been built up by slow and
gradual methods. Her mighty superstructure
of falsehood has been reared by the patient
work of successive generations. It has now
reached dimensions beyond which the men-
dacious ingenuity of man can hardly carry it.
There must be a limit to lying devices, if no
limit to human credulity.

It had been our purpose to suggest some
further illustrations of our topic from the va-
rious quackeries connected with the healing
art, but enough has been adduced to make
good our contention. At any rate, we shall
rest the case here. Carlyle says that the
latter half of last century was “the very age
of impostors, cut-purses, swindlers, enthusi-
asts, ambiguous persons; quacks simple,
quacks compound ; crack-brained, or with de-
ceit prepense; quacks and quackeries of all
colors and kinds. As if Bedlam had broken
loose; as if rather the everlasting pit had
opened itself and from its still blacker bosom
had issuec madness and all manner of hope-
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less mishirths to masquerade and chatter
there.” Carlyle introduces this statement to
account for the brilliant success of the prince
of impostors, Count Cagliostro. If the sage
of Chelsea could see the far more extensive
and permanent sticcess of far more hung-
ling cheats than Cagliostro, he would have to
ransack his rugged vocabulary for still
harsher words in which to characterize the
latter half of this present century. I‘rom ac-
counts given us of Count Cagliostro it is not
a serious reflection on an age that he stirred a
temporary and superficial excitement. Says
an elegant writer, “There was not a fine lady
in Paris who would not sup with the shade of
Lucretius in the apartments of Cagliostro.
There was not a military officer who would
not discuss the art with Alexander, Hanni-
bal or Cwmsar; or an advocate or counsellor
who wotld not argtie legal points with the
chost of Cicero. These were spiritual mani-
festations,” adds our atithor, “worth paying
for, and all our degenerate mediums would
have to hide their diminished heads in the
presence of Cagliostro.”

Can we assent to Mr. Howell’s dictwm?
“We no longer believe in supernatural things,
in ghosts and haunted houses, and the like.
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All that is dying out.” Is it not probable that
he and his like would be surprised to know
how small the coterie included in his some-
what pompous “we?” They have discovered
a little, thin current setting their way, and
they think it is the gulf-stream, but it is not.
The aphorism of Burke is still true: “The
credulity of dupes is as inexbaustible as the
invention of knaves.” It only remains to add
that both dupes and knaves are as numerous
now as they ever were in the past.




