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SABBATH SCHOOLS: 
THEIR 

Relation to the Chu/rch, and the Ob­
ligations of the Church in the 

JIII anajf enwnt of Them,. 

IT may be assumed that it is now, as it has always 
been, the solomu duty of the Church of God to 

see to it that the chilJ.ren and youth of her families 
and congregations are instructed in the knowledge 
of God, and in the way of salvation. 

Upon the Christian Church of this age rests the 
injunction of God, hy Moses, with undiminished 
force ; "Hear, 0 Israel, ,. * * these words 
which I command thee this day, shall be in thine 
heart, and thou shall teach them diligently unto thy 
children." 

It is believed that the systematic religious instruc­
tion of the young, irnlicates the standard of true 
Christian piety in any particular Church, and in the 
Ohurch at large. This obligation rests primarily 
with parents and guardians; and no agency should 
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be adopted, or tolerated, as a substitute for the solemn 
personal responsibitity aud care of parents and guar­
dians, toward their own children and wards. 

The agency of the Church, in the premises, should 
be so employed and directed as to enconra()'e and 

0 

aid the efforts of faithful parents and guardians, 
and to meet the necessity which arises from unfaith­
fulness or incompetency, where it may exist. THE 
SABBATH SCHOOL, properly organized and managed, 
co-operating with faithful parents and guardians, and 
supplying the deficiencies of the negligent and in­
competent, is a legitimate agency of the Church of 
God in one of its most important and inviting fields 
of effort. 

That there have been serious and alarming abuses 
of the system of Sabbath Schools, is painfully true ; 
in~eed, it would be passing strange if the Spirit ot 
Evil had not attempted to corro,-µt or neutralize an 
agency of so much power fo1· good; but "there is a 
blessing in it," and it is the duty of the Church so to 
foster, control, and direct the estt\blisbment, organi­
zatiou, and management of Sabbath Schools withiu 
lier own bosom, and in judiciously selected mission 
stations, as to remove, so for aa possible, e.xisting 
uefects, and to secure the lut'gest amount of good 
from this necessary and valunb1e a,genoy. Io order 
to. th_e 1'-0alizatiou of thes results, the followiug 
princ1plea and suggeations may b profitably oousid­
ered, nnu practico.Uy applied : 

SAllllATll::iCHOLlLii, b 

1. TnE DESIGN OJ<' SABBATH ScHOOLS.-Tbis design 
is the religious instrnction of st1ch persons ns may be 
gnthercd in them, ·with a direct reference to the sal­
i:ation of souls, mu.i the education of rni1uls and hearts 
for the service of C/1rist. 

'l'hc principle should always be kept in prominent 
view, that the instrn,~tion of the Sabbath School 
cannot and must not be made a substitute for pai·ental 
fidelity, or a release from parental obligation. The 
faithful parent and the faithful Sabbath School 
teacher, working for the same o~ject in ditl:erent 
spheres, and with the peculiar ndvauta()'es of each 

0 ' 

may and should encourage and suppOl't each other. 
Parents should k11ow the teachers of their childl'en • 

' the teachers should know the parents of their pupils; 
and, so far as possible, a Christian sympathy in 
their aims and methods should be established and 
cultivated. 

2. ORGANIZATION OF ScuooLS.--Tho Sabbath 
Schools immedia~cly connected witb 01·ganized 
Churches should be under the supervision and con­
trol of the Pastor and Session ; and shonlcl be fos­
tered by them, as also by the Church generally, as 
an age:ncy of the particul,ar Church to do her legitimate 
work within her ou;n field of duty. 

The minister being the chief teacher and bishop 
in a particular Church, should exercise a general 
superintendence of tbe school in that Church i lie 
should counsel with the oi-1:icers and tcachol's, and 
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cultivate ns close a contact and sympathy with the 
school, its management and numbers, as his otlier 
duties will permit. 

In cases where the Superintendent is not a mem­
ber of the Session, (as it is desirable he should be,) 
it is proper for him to make regular reports to the 
Session of the condition of the school, and to be 
invited to take part in their deliberatious relating 
to it. 

It is obviously due to parents, who are invited to 
repose confidence in the Sabbath School of the 
Church, that the Pastor alHl Elders sliould exercise 
the proper care that such sacred confidence is not 
misplaced. The officers of superintendence and 
teaching should be worthy of high estimation, 'Che 
teachers should be made to feel that their responsi­
ble position and duties are warmly appreci:1tecl. 
The whole Church and its soh0ol ellO'Qlc..1 be wa11mly 
and practically united; and the e11tire organh:iation, 
its obj ects aud its working, ,&boultl be mo.de the sub­
ject of frequent an<l earnest prayer. 

3. SABBATH ScuooL LIBRARIES.-There is no de­
r,artment of the Sabbath School which demands 
more care than the supply of suitable books. 

That Sabbath School books should be religious and 
evangelical, strictly so, admits of no reasonable 
debate. That they should be wisely adapted, in lan­
guage and style, to the presentation of such truth to 
the capacities of children and youth of differcut 
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grades of development, is equally clear. To pro­
vide such a sacred literature for children and youth, 
to be carried by them into so many .families, is a 
matter of unspeakable importance, demanding 
wise and watchful supervisiou. The enemy of truth 
and souls has shown great subtlety in the corruption 
of the popular literature of the age; and _much eare 
is needed to prevent the introduction into our Sab­
bath School libraries of books which are positively 
permc10us. It is not enough to exclude palpable 
error in sentiment, such as is to be found in some of 
the so-called Sunday School publications of the day; 
we must see to it iu all our Churches, that we have 
evangelical truth, and //w,t in a style adapted to sane_ 
tify, elevate, and invigorate the mind and heart. 

This su~1ect demands and deserves the vigil~nt 
and habitual attentiou of Pastors, Elders, Suverin­
ten<le11ts, teachers and pareuts. 

4. SIN<HNG.-Singing, in Sabbath Schools, is an 
elellleut of great power; and, when judiciously di­
rected, may be employed for great good. Some of 
the l1yn:ms nnd tunes, composed and arranged for 
Sabbath Schools, arc evangelical, devout, and beau­
tiful,-gems of thought, poetry, and musical ex­
pression ; they will be embalmed, as they deserve 
to Le, in the memo1·ies and hemts of our people-­
oh] and young- ; they may be sung in the Lord's 
House, on the Lord's day, wit11 pL'opricty,-the age<l, 
midllle-age<l, au<l Lhe youug joiuiug iu them. But 



.. 
I 

8 SAllllATII SCHOOLS . 

who has not felt surprise and pain, in listening to 
tho }!yinns and tunes which are sometimes used in 
Sabbath Schools, in the Sanctuary and 011 the Lord's 
day i Not a fow of thorn arn slicer travesties of 
words and sounds ; the sentiment of tl.icm, if there 
be any, is sometimes secular aud profane ; the mu­
sic,-if that be the name for the performauce,-is 
unfit for the expression of religious thought or 
feeling. 

A Christian Judgment a11d taste is required to make 
proper select10ns, and to give a religious direction 
to this exercise. 

In order that children and youth may be educated 
to take part in the publi,J worship of the congrega­
tion, it will be of decided adva11tage to make frequent 
usQ, in Sabbath Schools, of the hymns and tunes 
which are olte!1 used in regular Church ser\7ices. 

5. MISSION SAnnATII ScuooLS.-There will be 
found districts,-some near at band, and some more 
remote from organized Churches, in town and coun­
try,-where the agency of Mission Sabbath Schools 
is aclmirauly adapted to bring the Truth of God to 
bear upon souls growing up in ignorance and sin. 
These fields call for systematic effort, in Christ's 
uame, to save perishing souls; and, at the same 
time, furnish a theatre for the useful developement 
of the unemployed talent of the Church. Every 
Church should be a centre and reservoir of Chris­
tian light and influence. Church members, each 
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and all of them, are, 01· ought to be instructed not 
only in the way of personal salvation, but also in the 
spirit and methods of personal 1lsefulness. The ex­
ercise of Christian graces is essential to health, 
growth, and strength of Christian character. 

Mission Sabbath Schools can be established and 
successfully maintained at small expense, in destitute 
districts, in town and country, where Church edifices 
cannot, for the time, ue erected; and where regular 
preaching by settled pastors cannot be sustained. 
These are fields ,vbere many may be usefully em­
ployed, who may be constrained to confess that they 
are doing little or nothing, directly, for their Saviour, 
or for their fellow-immortals. In many cases such 
Mission Schools can be organized and managed 
mider the immediate counsel and support of tbe 
Pastor and Session of a pnrticu lar Ohurch,-each 
auxiliary to the other. In such cases thoroughly 
evangelical books, sound doctrinal instruction, ~nd 
l 1roper forms of worship may be successfully m­
troduced. 

In some localities it may be found expedient for 
members of different Churches, holding to tlie same 
essential doctrines and rules of Christian life, to 
unite their efforts, where, othenvise, the fields 
might be left in spiritual darkness and death. 

Iu the mana()'emeut of the Schools connected 
0 

with particular Churches, and in different localities, 
the iuteruul regulations of each School must, of 
oow:se, be leit to the wise discretion and respousi-

: 
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hility of those in immediate charge; but an agency 
of such magnitude and importance deserves the 
habitual attention and fostering care of the judica­
tories of the Church. 

In the General Assembly of 1868, held in Bal­
timore, the Committee in relation to Sabbath Schools 
recommended "That our Presbyteries be enjoined 
to see that Sabbath Schools in the Churches, and 
Mission Schools, under the care of the CLm·ohe 
ho established in all cases where it is praoticahle ; 
and also to send up annually special reports of the 
extent and character of the Sabbath School work 
within their bounds;" and "that there be added to 
the Standing Committees of the General Assembly, 
a Committee on Sabbath Schools." 'l'hese recom 
meudations were adopted. 

In the General Assembly of ] 869, at Mobile; the 
Standing Committee on Sabbath Sdiools reported 
i~1formation f~·om eig!1tcen Presbyteriesonly,-thirty­
s1x Presbytenes havmg iailed to make any report to 
the Assemb'y. 

The Presbytery of Nashville received honourable 
notice from the Commitee, as having reported within 
their bounds 1,850 Sabbath School scholars, 226 
teachers, and contributing during the year to the 
amount of $1,464.44. 'l'hat Assembly unanimously 
adopted the recommendation o:' the Committee_ 
ntlrn,t the Sabbath Schools uudcr the immediate 
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control of our Churches should receive the most 
prayerful attention, as it is from this great nursery 
of religion that our future membership and ministry 
must be derived ;" and, further, "that our Church 
members, every where, should organize Sabbath 
Schools, if practicable ; send for the books of our 
publication; and adopt some systematic mode of 
benevolence by which our children may be early 
trained in the noble grace of giving." 

The Synod of Virginia, at its meeting, in Rich­
mond, 186!:l, recommended tbe nppointment of a 
PERMANENT CoMMI'l'TF.11 by c::wh of the Presbyteries, 
to take the oversight of tbe Sabbath School work 
within their bounds; allll to mak.e an annual report 
of the condition of these Schools to the Synod. 

A PERMANENT CoMMl'l'Tim ot tLe Synod was also 
appointed, to which was assigned the duty of di­
gesting the facts gathered from the several Presby­
teries, for the information of the Synod, and the 
Churches; and to make any suggestions which the 
Committee may deem expedient, with a view to the 
greater efficiency of the Sabbath School system. 

It is gratifying to observe the growing and prac­
tical interest · in this most important and inviting 
field of Christian effort. The logic of events is 
pressing upon our Churches. The day of the Lord 
is upon us. May God "turn the heart of the fathers 
to the children, and the heart of the children to their 
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