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INTRODUCTION.

WHEN I think of writing to you, O moft excellent Theo-
philus, of thofe things began, and carried on amon
us; I am confcious of a duty, but difident of my abilities, in
givicg ample fati faltion on a fubje&t which has Raggered the
minds of multitudes, not the moft fuperficial in judgment. But
having concluded that my humble attempt, may induce fome
more compctent to the tafk, to makea more thorough inveftiga-
tion, I have determighd to write.

From the acquaintanice you have had with your correfpondent,
I fAatter myfelf thataltho’ in the courfe of this treatife, my remarks
may be free, you will not fufpect me for want of candor, much
lefs that | am an enemy to true religion ; and that [ embrace the
prefent commotion to pierce it in the fide, as the relentlefs foldicr
did our Lord upon the crofs.

For as there never was a greater enemy to Chriit, than a falle
Chrift, nor to true religion, than a falfe religion: thers caunnt
be a better friend to either, than he who deteéts the fallacies of
both, and expoles their meritricious drefs to the hooting of ri-
dicule.

Religion fir, like the nature of th2 Gods among the ancient
Philofophers,* is too fublime for the capacities of natural men,
whence have arifena werld of difputants, and as many errors, as
antagoriits, until the balk of thole who care for rone of thefe
things, comfort themfelves, there is no more reality in religi-
on, than a farce upon the ftage.

But Happy is the man, that amidft the confuled jomble of dif-
tratted and diftraéting romances, which have darkened council
with words without knowledge. and bewildered the {ons of men
in the depth of delufion; is uncrriegly condader: in the path of
wifdom, whichis pleifant; and to the gates of righceoulnefs,

» Cum multae res in Philofophia nequaguam fatis adbuc expli-
catae fint, tum perdifficilis, Brute, (quod tu minime ignoras, )&
perebfeura quaeftio eff denatura Deorum ; quae &F apagi. cionem
anim: _puz’cberrima ¢/, {3 ad moderandam re/igionem neceflaria,
De gua tam wariae funt doltrifimorum hominum tamque dijciepantcs

ententiae, ut magno argumentc effe debeat, cauffam, id efl, prine
cipium philofrphiae, efJé ftientin. s, prudenterque Academicos a rebus
incertis adjentionem cohiburfe.

M. Tullii Ciceronis de Natura Deorum, lib. 1,
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which enfu-es ¢imral gand orlorond ,,ec.,r* to a'l her citfuene,
Fhat 1 mwy throepgh fllgrace o G5, e tte c:;--:z,nicz ¢l oy

¢it.ce, ca,u J:u.,.L\,g cldve cif to tis lalog <i Hre srade TR
goiag for Loasmide #nls hoar, to i ‘ct fe L weproom ;s }ohave
writlen the prefest ti-utife, and that Gad wy feal it wii his
blefling, 1 hope Lexjoyaninedi inyour furvent fupplicasions,
I am withk all fubeifion,
your’s mofl aiicétionatzly,

A. K
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Canoip ReEaDER,

EFORE weenterupca a dire@ inveftigaticn of the prefent re.
vival, it wili be pro.cr that we taea review of the seligi-
ous State of Kenwuchy preceding its commer ceent; for e we
will find the feeds of ihe pre(:nt production, a~1 be the better en-
abled to unravel the darker intricac.cs, which hie before us.  Foe
1 fuppofe we are as complete a mixture of ail nations, as ever met
in equal length and brezdth fince the firt plarting of man upon
the earth. As touching emigration, we refemble the devout men,
who from every part under heaven, dweltat Jerufalem, on thedays
of Penticofi.
But, as touching our occupation, we differ as widely in our
practice, as we are remote from them in time and local pofitian.,
T'he world had heard cthe fame of our fat land, which rromifed
to enrich its inhabitants, with all the glories of the prefentlife;
thence, the men thereof travelled from every direltion, in hoves
of fecuring the booty. The firft adventurers, made fuch avuri-
cious grafps, there was not fufficient to fatisfy the demand, and
foon interfered with each others claims, and laid a perpetual
foundation, for themfelves and fucceflors, to litigate their titles ;
and being aliensto each other, they fell into the moft univerfal
firife, and irritating animofities, every irceholder was tortured
with anxious cares, and dubious fears, e a better ti:le fhould
bereave him of all his goodly portion of this world. From this
confideration, a woeful obftruction was laid at the very foundati-
on, of a ferious enquiry after a better country. But what prin-
cipally obftruéted to the means of informaticn, was, we were
fuch a motley crew, fo diverfein our principles, fo corruptin our
practices, that there could not be colleted ia one aflembly, as
many of one mind, as would conftitute a regular congregation,
to fupport a minifter of the gofpel, who had ‘rent his fubflance
in acquiring wifdom, and devoted himfelf exclufively, to the
work of the miniitry ; the eifedl of this was, every little fociety
of the diverfe f{:¢laries, fet up one to themiclves, and here the
froth of the world gotuppermoft. I‘or it required an original
ftock of ignorance, and an inexhaufted fund of aflurance, to af-
fume the hallowed office, to which they were never called, nor
ordained by God, and harrangue auguft aflemblies, with pro-
found nonfenfe, withouta bluth, and glory in their performance.
As Solomon faid, < Woe to that land wtofe king is a child,”
1t has been the woe of Kentucky, that their guides were as raw
Az



in divinity, asthey who emploved them as teachers, were urcon-
cerned about the principles of truth; for the moft undaunted
boldnefs, and fiery zcalin the preachers. was received by them
for extenfive knowlecge, and pure Godlinefs ; and it made not
the leaft difiererce how incolferent, their doétrine, with divine
revelation, for their preachers inform their people, they fpake
by the {pirit, and \hus it behoved, to receive implicitly, whate-
ver they delivercd ; thence the experience of thofe divines, were
alopted in the room of divine revelation ; and here we fird the
rudiments ¢! the prefent revival. For being bercaved of the in-
flituted mears of grace, and hanging upcn the podonous cdders
of thofe who fay they are appoities, and are not, they fuck the
very eflci.ce of deception frem the womb,

The next thing to which I would wifh to call the attenticn of
my rcader, as previous to the prefent revival, and as preparing
the way for its ccmmencement, was the almoft univerial power of
deifim, which prevailed through ali ranks and degrees of our in-
habitants ; and thefe were nearly as diverfe in their fentiments as
we were numerous in our citizens. We have natural, artificial, #
and pralical deifts, who abfolutely deny the validity of divine
revelation ; but thefe are not the moft pernicious, we have thou-
fands of Chriftian deiits, who profeis a partial belief of divine
writ, but found fome caveat againft the doftrine the moft effenti.
al to fzlvation; they dzny the neceflity of an imputed righteouf-
nefs, and hold falvation by the deeds of the law, and all upon the
felf determining, felf-determined power of free will; although
their changes prove they can be turned like the weather cock,
by the breath of the ferpent. We have another {eét who are a
kind of evangelical deifts, who are warm advacates for the New
Teftament, as though it contained 2 new fyftem of morality, ard
a way cf life infinitely fuperior to any thing that ever entered into
the mind of man to conceive ; thefe never found their principles.
on the ancient charter laid in Zion, at the promulgation of the
covenant of grace ; which is the foundation. upon which all the
Church of Chrift ftands, for Chrift was and is the foundation of
the Praphet:, as well as che Apoltles —Thofe eret a new fuper-
firucture on their miftaken interpretation of the New Teftament,
and by this means they are guiliy of the deiftical praftice of mak-
iry the Scripture contradi¢t itfelf,

‘We have another aflortment of refined deifts, to which all for-
mer give credit, and they embrace the buik of all the worfhippers

* T'hat is one who by the exeriion of natural! and accuired a-
bilities, conceives himfelf a finifbed werkman, to teach the jecret
of his art,
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of this ftzte and feveral others. who not a Lictle clory in their ma!.
ti:ude ; they are noarly a kin co the lagt fort we mentiuncd @ Thefe
h:ve reaounced the wo- ‘hip of God in tne orfimance of fingirg his
praife from a deep rocted enmity agaiat divice Revilation. cen-
tering i.s rage agam“t that fl wmg e .t divine p‘eafure 19 the
Pialins of David : that Buck ¢ which crinprizes the Scrip-
tures New and Old, and form t"‘t or'v iriiuwed fyfiem of praife
in the church of Jefus Chriit  T'f: 1ive been wife enough in
their owr ¢ves, and bnld enour = in thair enternriic. to form any
guantity in rne pralific forge of vadir = e diny fnation, and cram
their hurran invention wown the thrvats of their igaorant laity ;
with a thonfand falacious bo'c affertinns

Such ag they are nerrer the {pir'. ¢ h: New T2fament times
than the P{ilms of David, as if ‘12 27:1ms of David were not (he
Pfalms of Jefus Chrift.* oras if the fpirii of ine Holy Ghott was
changed, and he was eppofing the very {pirit of that diction with
the one hand, which he had built up with the other,

They fay they are too obfcure tc be fung by the laity, confe-
quently too obfcure to be read, and fo we have aniichrifian de-
ilts among us, for the fame prmcxpal will equally forbic to read
any part of the Bible.

T hat thould you examine our prefent inhabitants, the learned
and the unlearned, the teachers and the taught, fiom the higheft
to the loweft, you will find if they do not deny the Bible in belk,
they find fome exception to parts of it, and give an explicit de-
morftration, they are tinftured with deifm notwithftanding their
high pretended zeal for Chrifliarity.

They are willing Chrit ihould fave them from mifery, and
frequently cry out ¢ come to Jefus, come to Jefus,” or * Lord

* Had David made Pjalms, werypoffible I fhould not have giv-
en them mare credit than Watts, Rippon or Wefly, as they would be
all the works of imperfe men 3 but David aas only the ananu-
enfis of the Holy Spirit, incompiling and infiituting the fiftem mere-
Iy from this confideration called the Plalms of David ; but in any
ather refpel toey aere no more David’s Pjalms than azy other
man’s wha made equal ufe of them. But tu difpenfe with then and
adopt Prilms of wmpr/zru/z mercly human, (fir fuch muft all
Pjalins be, if compiled by a mere man, although they [bould be
r'cbiy adsrned awith many Scrzp'ure quotations ) will beyond doubt
expofe the truckler, ro the divine complaint, ard rusful maledii-
¢n.  Malachi 3. 7. even from the days of your fathersye are gore
away from mine or ‘dinances, and bhave x:t kept 1irem — Wil a man
reb God ? yet ye have robbed me—ye are curied with a curfe, for
ye bave robbed me, eventhis whole nation, '
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Lord opea to us”—Dbut they are not wiiling that ke fhould legif=
lace for ihem ;5 efpecially that he fhould (@nétion his laws with
penahiies ; tne naked recital of wiich is nrovocation fuflicient, to
treat his bock of praite with ¢s bald feurriiity, as the aflaflin Jews
dic kis divine perfon ; away with i, away with him, 1t is not
fic fuch a fellow thould live, They are not fir to be fungina
Chri:han church, who of '@ ruicis nwve belicved in them ? and
as they refuied to walk ' s va; 35, he his given them up to wan-
der in their own cuariiis,

I wouid furwer obferve, that as their feif created plan lay ob.
nexious w auviitigstise, they were compeiled to the dire neceffi-
ty, of {unélioning treir r.ovel moue, by their ptous zeal, and fome
marve:loas fraud 5 \nfllead of a thus jaith the Lord; that they
might {uppore their dignity, and the dignity of their patrons,
and fecure their perguifizes from the laity, and be called of men,
Rabbi, Kabbs. .

Now | would further obferve, befcre we approach this mar-
vellous mount, to which 1 propoie to call my reade:’s attenti-
on, they have proceeded hitherto, tarough all their revival, with.
cut renouncing one of ajl the abfurdities, mentioned in the fore-
going catalogue, of which itis the briefelt {pecimen, and as if
all this was not f{ufiicient, to incur divine difpleafure, and
brood a monftrous prodigy : they have upon all occafions {found-
ed the Herald’s trumpet s ail denominations without exception,
to come and enjoy full communion with them, who only faid,
they were finners, and that they believed in Jefus Chriit ; for
faid they, God has made no partitions in heaven, and we will
make none upon eirtn.

It was a common faying, they did not care what a man’s prin-
cipies were, if his practice was good ; and left their confeflion of
faith, fhould prove a bar to their communion, it was publicly
preached down, faying woe to all confeflions, creeds and cate-
chifins, the pefts of civil fociety, and Chriftian liberty.

When Ammonious daccas of the fecond century, adopted with
fuch dexterity the dofirines of the Pagan philofophy, astoappear
a Cariftian to the Chriftians, and a Pagan to the Pagans; he
undertook a coalition of all philofophers, and religious denomi-
nations ; he infitted there was a neceflity of difpenfing with {fome
of their refpective tenents, before they could enter the general
mafs ; but thofe divines embrace in their communion, without
any {uch abridgement fuch as can fay thefe words, they are fin-
ners, and they believe in Chrit, But as Ammonious was one of
the heavieft curfes the church ever met with; 1 am afraid their
policy will rever prove a blefling.
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T‘? ~ererous invitation, tarned the terrent of many ftrcams,

d tiey yrefu-t y found themfelves, a:the head of a marvellons

co: cou: s of profci’ﬂu worthippers.  "This filled them with excef-

five animction. and acceleraed their juys; their fucieties waich

were Jn.:'. ready te Ferxﬂ\, revived and duﬂneme.. in fome thir. ¥s
fore axty, and fon:e an hundred fold.

Faving thus led my reacer as DBilal for another purpofe led
B laam, to th-top of Mount Pifgah; let usview the m-vemen:s
o1 this aﬁonm Hing hoft. for they are fzid to beten or ﬁher n thou-
fard in one aflembly, who gene .Ally camp fix or ¢iyhe cays on
one plat, znd move from thence to the next convenient piace, &
there pitch their tents like an army who weuld devour all befure
them. Ailcorgreguionn aflemblies are fwalio ved up in this

muliitude ; no man preaches in his own pulpit, the whole havs
happily united in one congregation, with ~heirref.eltive paltors;
znd move like the lovely nofts of irael, they all eatand drink at

one table, and a'l Iie 1n one bead ; they poffefs all the pleafures
cf fecial fe"o" g, thoy are free from all care about fecular af-
f.irs ; there is notiirg of foil or gathering of harvell ; no ear-
ring of bread t.} > {seatof the brow ; he that feeds the ravens
feec's chem, ana he who clothes the gra(s of the field clothes them ;
O h:ppy people who is Like untc thee? a pﬁo,)le blefl-d above

a'l naters of the c'*: :h ; here is no divifion in feniiment, po fe-
prrate tozre®t. 2ll thiigs commen, no man cilis taat his owa
waics he p.»ﬁ_;i..th

This view we hiave o"ahem from the tap of lofty Pifgah; fhall
we rotdefcend and tike a Tory accurate infpetlion of th-ir em-
pioyinen: - fnr i bwarans:feoan s camp, itis noi the vaice ¢f
the » that Dout For mafiery, neitier wat the voice of the.n that
<ry fer beirg overcame, hutthz noife of chem that Ggg, d » I aear,

Is 1t rf‘{{‘)le tiis peopie have corranred themfelves and have
tursed (i17e guichly out of the woy wiich oh- Lord commanced
the 5 ? havethey made thenfives a moiter cuf. and worthipped
1:7 and have tiey £ eoiced thereunto, zacd imd the™ be thy Gods
O ifrackr Iffo fmg wwe ttem Lord, 2.4 let not thy wrath wax
hot »gainft thie peopie : but let us not j: dsre raftly, let us draw
near and infpect them with a more accuraic fearch ; but as it is
not ceuveniznt for my reacer to be with me, in fpymrv out their
liberty, 1 thall for his{adisfation. prefent him with as accurate a
report, as the nature ¢f things will admiz, bothin their #yle and
manner of condu’?.

Upon a near infpeflion, I find their felicity exceeds my ex-
peftation, it was all ore field of joyful plcafure, for wbey had a0
king amorg them, and every man did that which wasrightin his
own eyes ; yetaithough like thelcculls, they had no king, they,
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went forih by bands, notwithftanding they were in different
employmenis, there was perfelt harmony, whatever any one
did, met with the approbation of the relt; a ferenade of mafic,
cheered all their {pirit3, which never defifted from their firft
happy coalition, until they decamped, and every one fung
what Le pleafed, and to the tunes with which he was beft ac-
quainted ; urder the found of this general melody, there was
a band of preachers who had their tents pirched at a convenient
diftance from each other, and they with animatien, and powerful
vociferation, harr:ngued as many as could hear confiftent with
the found of melody, R .
Next to thofe were a bard of exhorters of all perfuations,. who
appeared as journeymen under the former ; who according to
their more confined abilities, and narrower influenge with unwea-
ried zeal, dehorted from vice, and exhoried ts virtuc. Next

thofe were a bind of the facred order, whofe bufinefs it wasto

pray ‘over the fick in body, or troubled in mind ; and this they

f performed with great pathos, and noted admiration.

Next to thefe were a band of comforters, whofe bufinefs it was
to {peak peace. Michah 3. 5. (and pronounce the whole work
a work of God) which exceedingly cheered the fecble of the
flock, who looked for fome great and marvellons approbation
from on high, and according to their faith, fo it was; for they

| faw ftrange things every day ; there were forty or fifty of them

in trances at one time, and continued in fuccefiion during the
wholeencampment, and thus they had freth news from the world

~ of fpirits every hour, Thefe entertained the inquifittve about

things which lay hid from the foundatjion of the world, which

- otherwife eould not be difcovered except by the Gods whofe

dwelling is il with the fleth. They tell they have been in the
company of Jefus Chrift, and can defcribe him diffioétly : that
they are in favor with him, and who are and who are not ; and
now they are filled with fuch fublime conceptions, and extatic

~ raptures, that the world is not worthy of them ; nor would long

reiain them, but for fake others whom they ele to glory; and

" before their final deceafe muft agonize for their friends, by fuf-

fering & temporary death, which they will do thirty or forty
times jn one fummer feafon, and bring fref intelligence at every
refurre@ion. .The auditors hang upon their lips tor news, and
fame their cgleftial di&tion to e end of the earth : they offer a
{pecimen of worfhip to their new mediators, for there will be ten

- or more to fing praifes over them all the time they are dead, and
- glory exceedingly in their wifdom when they are made alive;

what is ftill an addition to thefe great things, little boys and girls
fuffcred the like paflion and commenced preachers of glad tidings;
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the ancient priefts confefled themclves eclipfed by their oratory,
yea Chrift himfelf never equalled them ; he only difputed about
divinity in his twelfth year, butmever approached tae facrid of.
fice until he was thirty years of age: O glorious times! Nextto
thoie were an amorous band who fubdivided almoft ac fmall as
poflible, and retired for private communion ; burin this vi.friend-
ly world they were fométimes cenfured, the innogent will be
blamed, but no occafion thould be given to theadverfary to {reak
reproachfully.  Befide thof= there were a thoufand kind oftices of
mutual affeftion, continvally carried on among them, which
purely fe:ved ta exprefs their iove to one wnother  We caunct
bring them wmic viey, left the icene fhould z2ppear confufed. Tnus
reader, | Live given you as juft and accurate an zccount of what
was fecn, heard and dere, as the nature of things will admit at
reen-. @ltho’ time wili be the befl expofitor of this buficefs.

New  before v e procecd to analize, this noted revival, it be.
heves u: to fvel our dependence on unerring council, and 10 a&«
for eternity, as tnofe « ko muit give an accowupt of their fpwzgd=
i 5 if they are the trve Church of Jofus Chrift, -God fgrﬁid
we thould be found fighting zgainft them : and put'ing them to
grief whom Geod has not.  Shall we let them alone for fear of
thi; 7 I+ micht be good policy in a civil ofticer, byt it will not
anf{.er 1the office of a faihtul watghman who is accountable for the
uuwirned tinner who dies in his iniquity ; we muft bring thefe
thirgs to the teft; if they are notaccording to law and the <eftia
mony, it is becaufe there is no light in them; the gofpel is hid
from them ; the way of truth they know not; they are walking
inthe light of the fparks they have kindled : the prieit muft pro-
nounce them unc'ean; a plague is broke out in the head or heart;
they muft be thut up, that it {pread not; it isa delufion ; it re-
quires the {peedy aid ¢ fome kinc!y hand, to break the enchant-
ment, and releafe the captives from the charmer’s fnare.

If this is not my obje&, let my tengue cleave to the roof of
my mouth, and my right hand forget her cunring: for however
I may be thought tieir enemy for declaring the truth, I am con-
fcious I can flvéw them no ftronger teftimony of my love.

I propofe to handle the fubj«& in the following manner :

I. To cefine what a delufivn is. |

1I. What \he fymtoms ¢f a delefion are.

HI. The relemblance and diftinGtion between religion and de-
lufion, )

IV Conclude with an addref: to both religious and deluded
charallers,

I Tamto define wha: a delufion is—The Helrew word the
halulehem, tranflated delufions : (ifaish 66. 4 ) fignifies feigned
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stories of curring fables—1 awill ckoofe their delufions — As if he
had faid, fceing they would net accept my counfe!s, ard have
bolcly rej Cted my preceprs, and chofen for themfelves cunnin
devices 1cr a mock-worthip, ¢ fetting their threflolds by my
threfhelds, and their pofts by my pofls.”

'To fhew how ingenioufly they ouwitted me in their inftituti-
ons, ! will ncw retutaie, they have had their choice, and [ will
Lave mine, [ i cheie for them acomplete and effeétual delufi~
cr, 1will dei  ht to retnbuie the punithmen: they have fought
for themiitvos. 17 they weuld not have 7ood fatutes I will give
thein {ic™ Bziutes, as ttey have meritec at my hand, ¢ Becaufe
they nave ot «xecuied my judgments, but have difpifed my
flatices, 2ng lave polluted my S:bbaths, and their eyes were af-
ter thesr father’s fdols, whercfore I gave them alic fia.ates which
were not good, and judgments whereby they fhould nor live,
and | poiluted them in their own gifts, in that they caufed to pafs
thre” the fire, all that openeth the womb that they might know
that I am rhe Lord,” that 1s that they might wé'k in them, uni
they fhali tee whole council fhall fand, mine or theirs. As you
have aken the hberty of deriding me, fce how you will bear
with oy dericing you.

The Greek words tranflated firong delufion, fignifies the efi-
cacy of error, which taken in connettion with the paffage as Paul
delivered it to the Theflalonians that as they had had the gofpel
mof faithfully preached by his commiffioned ambafladors, ateft-
ed with all real ard fuperratural evidences, which the wifdom of
God could propoie, and thcy had utteriy rejecied the faving coun-
cil of God againft them{elves; that now his throne fhould be

uiltlefs: al.hough ke fhould fend them as he Lod detcrmined,
and hereby declzred ke would fend them an efi:acious deception
that they v.ould have no more power to refift than they had (heir
creation, thathe muy tuke vengeance upon them for their incre-
dulity Yes his throne would be guiitlefs for they are under con-
demnation already who believe not : and this delufion is the be.
ginning of their punifhment, erd 2 certain prelude of their juft
demerit, or in the emphatical, bat awful luwguage of the Lovd
of Hofts that they might be d:mned who receive not the trith in
love, who belicved not the truth, bat had pleafure in vnrig hiee
c: fuef. ; ~nd he aftually fends them prophets to deceive them
completely. 1f a man will walk in the fpirit of falfchond and do
lie, fayirg I will prophecy unto thee of wine and firong drink:
ke fhail e 1he propler of th:s pesple.  1f they could believe the
fa:lacious at{urditics of iheir falle teachers who never produced
an evrdence for their #{ rtiens. and would not behieve the teftima.
vy of ciernal truth, which carrigd itsown evidence, and brought
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v:i{hsu: price cr reward complete redemption from all guil:, and
i:s demerit ; and promifed the reward of eternal litesinply upon
the p"mc1ple of believing the divine record ; Giod would be jult
10 Ziving tism gp o believe a liz which hwuld prave their ctcr-
na; damna: 1on. If they would not believe the truth they fhall
know wihat it is to believe a lie. 1f Fve vill not believe God,
fhe fha!l believe thz Devil, If they voluntarily worthin a wooden
tmage, made by their own hands; they fhall be compelled on
pa;n of death the m»% horrtd, to worlkip a golden one made by
the authority o‘ a Heathen monzrch,

A d=lcfiza iike other panithments may either be corre&tive or
jadicial. God may afli&t his elect with a correftive deluiion, as
he did his lfrael when he determined to {ave a remnaat; thus he
teaches them that heis God and will not be mocked: and that
there 1s an eflential propriety in obferving ail th ngs whatever he
Lascommanded ; and that like Moafes we muait be faithful as fore
<ants, and that the right of inftiteiing ord-nances is not in us,
buz in tae Son to whom he has commatted zll things in Hzaven
and Earth.— That every error is damniag inits nature, and that
corruption in ordinances will make void the worfhip: 1n vain
they do worthip me teachiug for dofrine the commandments of
men. When our falls are fac&tified we will retura to the Moun-
tain of the Lord with weeping and fupplicatien, and a folemn
determination to enter into a perpetual covenant never to be for-
gotten. That thou mayeft remember and be confounded, and
never open thy mouth any more, becaufe of the ihame when I am
percified toward thee for all that thou haft done fuith the Lord.
When we have returncd we will fing with the {pirit, we have got
the inheritanc: that excels in beauty, and that our lines have %al-
len to us in pleafant places, Wildom’s ways will be juftified of
her children, then will we worthip God according to the pattern
fhewn us in the Mount.

The correftions of Ged are ever accordmg to the nature of our
iniquities.

If we fet our heart on wealth becaufe our gain is increafed, he
will diminith our fubftance.

If we commit adultery, he will kill our children with death,

If we glory in qur wifdom, he will expofe our folly, for he
will not {ufier fin to reign in his children. But of ail trefpaffes cor-
ruption of the means of falvation, appreaches neareit the fin
againft the 'doly Ghoft: for it ftrikes at the Golden Pipe that
communicates the oil of life to our fpirits, It iscafting filth and
mire in the lamp ordained for his anointed, to illuminate our
path through the dark valley an]cii fhadow of death,
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If God fuffers ns to extinguifh the light of divine ordinance,
and walk inthe light of the fparks we have kindled, it is one of
the foreft judgments he ever ufes by the way of correétion  But
dangerous difeafes need fevere corredtives; and God our phyfician
may fuffer a complicaticn of difeafes to crow inveterate, that he
mzy difplay and commend bis wifdom, me:cy and power, in ef.
felling a cure.

A delufion may alfc be judicial, as though God weuld not
fpeedily execnts his judgment, notwithftanding a decree was gone
forth, asd the death warrant fealed, which could not be altered ;
yet he would continue themin the world, to be tortured with de-
ception, that he might laugh at their calamity and mock at their
fear, and make them a2 monument to deter others, and fiil with
gratitude thoie who were preferved from their condemnation,.—
‘That although tiic vefle: of wrath fitted for Joftruétion like the
Amerite’s cup, is not full, he wiil through much long fuffering
{pare them, that he may make knowr his wrath and fhew his
power in them that would not walk in his ordinance.

To this part of the community alas! for it, 1 thall be fo far
from doing them good, thatl am fure of being only a faver of
death unto death : I know they will reproach my labor of love,
and trample my pearl under their feet and turn about to rent.
As the Antediluvians derided Noah’s providing an ark to the fa-
ving of his houfe, until the lood came and {wept them ali away:
foit will be now, ‘[hus ] have defined what a delufion 15, as it
rej.céts the elect and the reprobate.

CF 1he Symptoms of a Delstion,

Having thus defined what a delufion is, wecome now to fhew
what are its fymptoms. The firft 1 thall mentice is, pride of heart,
or high mindednefs. They think they are fomething, when they
are nothing. Bchold his foul which is lifzed up is notupnight in
him. The reafon of this is, becaufe they thick they have made
fome difcoveries, either by the {pirit of God cr their fuperior fer-
vency, and thefe difcaveries are cbjefls which of themfelves,

romife them happinefs. cr are the tokens of being high in favor

qr B M e ]

with God ; and thus they are lifted up in pride: the language of

it is ftand off for I am holier than thou. And juft 1n proportion
as the delufion is itrong, juft fo it will elate the fov] in pride, that
awful condemnation of the Devil, ic will lead them to iay, hath
the Lord fpoken cziy by Mofes? hath he not {poken by usalfo?
and being exalted 3. their own eyes, they think themfelves above
being adminiitered unte; they would fet in the pulpit rather
than the pew ; they muft needs affume the prief’s effice. Corah,
Dathan, and Abirar, infulied Mofes the fervant of the Lord,

EN
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who exceeded all men in meeknefs, and his brother Aaron the
Losd's anoinied, fuftaining the bigheft oifice in [frael.

* Ye take too much upon ycu feeing all the congregation are
holy,”” every ci.e of them and the Lord is among them; where-
fore theza lift ye up yourlelves above the congregation of the
Lnsd? But what profit had they in thefe things whereof they had
caufe to be athamed. So Uzziah for one touch of the ark, be-
caufe he was rot a prieft, {:ffered the inftant wrath of God.

2. Chron. 26. 16. ** When Uzziah was itrong, his heart was
lified up to his deftrution; for he tran{greflcd againft the Lord
his God, and wentinto the temple of the Lord to bura incenfe
upon the altar of incenfe,

17. And Azariah the prieft went in after him, ard witn him
fouricore priefte of the Liord that were valiant men ;

18 And they withftcod Uzziah the kirg, and faid unto him,
it appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incenie unwo the
Lord, but to the priefts the fons of Aaron, that are confecrated
to burn incerfe : go out of the fan&tuary ; for thou haft trefpafi-
cd ; neither ;5.// it be for thine honour from the Liord God.

19. Then Uzziuh was wrath, and bhad a cenfer in his hand to
barn incenfe; an ' vhile he was wrath with the priefts the leprofy
even rofe up in iis torehead before the pricflts in the houfe of the
Lord, from befide the ircenfe aitar,

20. And Azariah the ciief prieft, and ali the priefts, looked
upon him, and, behold, he avas ieprous in his forehead, and they
thruft him out from thence ; yea, himfelf hatted aifo to go out,
becaufe the Lord had fmitten him.

21. And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death,
and dwelt in a feperate houfe, éeing a leper; for he was cut off
froin the hcufe of the Lord.”” Thus when a proud heart deceivzs
and Hatters us to believe we are fo holy we muft enter into the
prictt’s office, who are not called as was Aaron, and run withoug
being fent. Itis a dangerous fymptom of a ftrong delufion, pro-

_ duttive of difgrace inftead of honor. Thus whea 2 man is ad-

"
’

vanced to high places of dignity and truft, without paving his
footfteps by virtuous principles, he is only matared for {peedy
deftro&tion. Haiman was exalted, notwithanding his malignant
purpofes, above all the princes who were with him, and invited
to a banquet of wine prepared by queen Efther for the king and
himfelf only, from whence he was (ecurely conduéted to the gal-
lows, fifty cubits high, which he had ere@ed for Mordacai, a
virtuous citizen. But the confequence would be light, did
preachers of the above defcrintion meet with their merited difgrace

" always; but when like the Dragon they draw the third part of the
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fars from Heaven with their tail, and cafl them to the gronnd,
they are ard coght to be eficemed a car gerc'vs ruifance

The ll. Synriom of a deliitor s, whendilewnd suidec ave
power to lead ur, Chiit’s (heep vl not follow t,c: oice ot a
ftranger, Batthey who aren ot uncer the urerric o directr oy of
adiviane infloerce, but tae power of deiulior, wu fuilow fuan-
gers, and drivizthe foul co Lo of frarge dodirine,

A wonaediw and Lerribic thing s commasted inthe land @ the
prophets proplely fo 11) ana the priefls ruled by their means,
and my pecpie leve to have it fo, erd what will ye doir the 2ad?
1 will give chiidien to ke tierr pm ces, and km'rf ncll rele over
them  If ansther would come in his cwn rame aid Cheft, him
ye will hear, but me }ew.ll not hear, but they have fiching cars
and heap to themfclves teachers ia bis faultuery, “Tis a weelol
cemcrftraticn of a deep deluded people when the moft ignorant

wtio roam thio’ our country, com.Tan d the attention cf the ga-

ping muliitude, which is zs precolerous as o leck for grapes off

thorns or figs off thiitles, 'The chiidren of this world who are
wife in their gereration, do rot emplyy a quack for a dedlor,

waen their lifeis at fiake, norac! c,‘.a rioralawyer when their pro.
rer.y isin canger; baihelecan (et up the .x.ean: Aetihe peoyle
tor priefts, waen theireterne! all is in the grearelt jeopanly, =ni
masy f.all Glloy thelr peraicicus way, by which the way of truth
fhail be evil fpoken of.  But as was fuid uron another oceafion,
thefe who know not the law are accurfed. ‘The blind will lzad
tite blind undil they both fall into the ¢iich; deeply deluded they
are like to be, for they rejc& the inflitutec means of reformasion,
and tke eye falve, which they were counfelled to buy.  When
there is a like priell and like people, thereas fuch an harmeny
emorg them, thatthe one comimarnds the attection of the other,
Now to be led about by good werds arnd fine fpeeches, only cul-
culated to deceive the fimple and unwary, 1 fay 1s ancther fymp-
tom of firerg delufion,

1JI. Syretom of a delufion 1s, that God difhonoring, {oul
deftruive eflence of all morzl evil fo amply defined in the nature
of adelufion; a corrupitcn of the means of grace. The God of
wifdom knew well the havghty Leart of mzn would be moft prone
to this evil, and not ouly cbviates it the moft copioully in the
fecond commandment ; but empleys cne half of facred writ to
cxpofe the dangir of trefpals. He well knew that there was not
as much filial fubje&tion in 2ll the human family, as would excite
one indivicual to dn implicit acknowledgment of the ingtituted
mears of our falvation. He rot LEI) urgces it fron iis effentizl
necelity, but we have fcarce an ziarniing judgirent befalling any
one of our iaithers race but the rudiments of their iniqaity wasa

e
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breach of the fecond commandment. Dut all that has been faid
and fen@imed by divine av:harity, Fas bid no effet upon the
bulk of this wicked and adultercus generation.

It was in vain with them that the perfccuted church of Scotland,
who was characterifed the coveranted and hely people, by the
prephets in the teftaments rew and old, {-iled the pure do€trine
or ftatutes of our f{ilvation with their blood, te be a cloud of
witnefles to this gencration; they have broke their bands affun-
der, and ca2ft their cords from them, and boldly invented new
ordinances for vehicles to tranilate them to the kingdom of hea.
ven: Alas forit! Oh that my head was a fountain! and mine
eyes were a river of water ! that [ might weep nightand day in
fecret for the daughters of my people, who do not know nor will
obey the lovely order prefcribed by the mafter of aflemblies ; but
there is no hope, Ephraim 1s joined to his idols let him alone.

This is a delufion that embraces in its hug, the poifon of Afps;
’tis a public iniuit to the head of the church : a deep rooted en-
mity againfl his kingly office; it is an explicit declaration, they
will not have the man Chrift to reigp over them ; 1tisafpecimen
of the higheft treafon and damrnation to the foul; bring hither
thefe men that would not that 1 thould reiga over them, and flay
them before me. It i: all from tie principle of hatred. They
Fa:ed him and fen: 3 meflage after him. If this conlideration will
have no eff ¢t with thofe who have made up their mind to contie
nue their rebellion, let the youth 2 10 have rot yet chofen their
principles take the alarm and fhen this gulph that they perith not.

IV. Sympronm of adelufien is, when we follovr one come
manded duty to the neglect of all others. 1t is anawful evidence
the underflanding has nct been opened, to underftand the fcrip-
tures, and that the Holy Ghoit, who is the comforter, has not
guided them into all cruth, who fix upon fome particular duty,
and make all their religion to coniift in it alone.—As foon might

' the muile!men expect to win heaven by travellirg in caravans

through the fandy deferts of Arabia, atrhe peril of their lives, tq
the city of Mecca; or the crulades of Europe, by going a pil«
grimage to the holy land ; as our citizens by leaving their hames,
and travelling in waggors rom the utmoft corner of cur Weftern
Territory, to pitch their té{nts bk: the'hofts of Xerxes, that thew
might find Jelus in fome certaia mount, -as if he wasa God
of the hills and not of the ¥aileys. N
‘T'hus inflead of keeping fuch 2 f2% as the Tord requires, -we.
obferve the theurgy of Ammgpious Saccas ; this fanarical apthor,
to his monftrous coalition of Rfierogenecus do€trine, added a rule -
of life and manaers, which ca;, {:d an afpe& of high an@lity, and
.‘,», z : ‘



13

urcommor ruflerity.  Tie difeiples were to rife above all terefia
al thirg:, by the tow-rivv - flamts of holv cortempiation, efpe-
clally thote fouls whede e was el aland divire

They were ordered o ox.enuats tv hunger, thirlt ard other
motrfications the fluegi b dy which conhncs the activity aad
rerain: the liber'y ot the tmimeoral {parit ; thattius in U0 hife,
they migh: or] y communicn wih the Supreme Deirg, and af-
cend aficr dezth aétive wnd uuincumbeied, to the Univerfal Pa-
rent tolivein bic prefence forever.  We find tie preicher of
righicoufnels 1. aply reprimanding fuch redigious frenzy,. Wae
ur.to you bl nd deribes 2ud Pharitezs, for ye pay tythes of mint,
arife and cumrniin, 2nd buve caitted the weightier matiers of the
law, judg ment, mercy and faixh‘ thefe ovght you to have dore,
and not to lewve the o her endone. Ve blind guides which frzin
at a gnat and fweilow a camcl. Such practices we conceive evi-
dert fymptoms of poor Lewildered, sud deep deluded fouls, al-
though they rcceive iiie homsge of thuufance of their bewiiched
admirers,

V. fymprom we fhall take rot’ce of is, when a peornle build
all theis; hope upon their pra&:cn witacut ary refpedt to cheir
principles: theie propely buii? their heafes on the fand or ra-
ther chatr caftles in the alr. and (n manifelt theiringenelly 5 their
philofophy 1is as novel as their civimty ; we thall examine the
depth of the {avorice naxin.

1ft. Tfhall thow what zrinciple® is, wbfira@ frem praflice.o
pm— -

* Principle is effertial 1o the extficnce of ali animal er lrarad
creation, they have cppetites, depres beveviient  and 'ma/r'-‘;o.’,m,
ajfeldions, Py, and opinions 5 f/l”;:fé aplear €)cnlial 1o the nu-
suirt of @nin.iis.

Princigle ic effiitial taihe n tuve £ the incrimete avorld altho?
pir, w‘?/j d/f AL from the above, & ‘@i e 5L L ani. ey but reiler
chaug/yt upon, andis mere j a mhh:.’r icwl sr .u.u lige riae *~"

It is tie principle of a wege abiv ro grow é} e rareiuiiion. e
denfificaricn, of the feajons, heat evju nu ali i Ferovablary cules,
and the cgen ex déemé Jixt intie earis, iarii (L8 fap for v
rijbment —Celd devfifvs or cortracis i/ leptiles, w:a’tmy d e irrds
as the quicifil= ey i1, the i ber ﬂulll‘lﬁ. uté’ D ta tie oyt le weerid
is as _//mtza/ tc ifs t‘x{/x‘ma as the beaving ¢f ibe ungs, ir ile
beating <f th epzu,:, 1o bumav ‘fe. Prsveple s et i'Ae'"r ije
1o tkhe mji inunimote flare .{/ pature SN2 criraoiion of coleiuv to
render finall bodics filid, the at? ;auz.m of Zraviiaten oy the ii=
en of r.indane f,‘!mz or p/*nefm:y g,ozw. I TIR T N LT heer arbits 5

thas grimciple is ¢-ntial to morul ;1 M i as dnence, and is {’3'3
,1/}J.zhrm'c Jaw Qflt’dé, Wit Whilh ot & sy thing can exiyt,
and b woat it is.

4
12,
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2d. :ind what praftice is ab®raét from »rinciple,

3d. That bath arc eflentially neceilary t9 make ar altion, mo-
rally virtuous, or vicicus.

1. | thall define what principle is, abltra from praflice.
Principlc is the fpirit of all action. the conttituent part, the origi-
nal caule and efiential 10 the (xilierce of any thing ratural, or
morzl, animaze, or inanimate ; principleis efenial o the of-
fence of the tuman miad, and co-exiitent with its very eff=nce.

With Adam and Eveininnocence, angels, and faintsin glory,
pricc ple wae, and 1s a perfelt athaity or divine fujeftion to the
wiil of its author. In a fa'e of natural depravity, 1t is a dire@
oppcliion to the mind and will of God, whether it is conlcious
what his will is or not: Becaufe the principle of divine nature is
holivefs in the tbrzct! but the principle of a depraved being is
esmity inthe abitract ; thecarnal mind isentity.

z. et us enguire what praflice 15, abitc:&t from prirciple:

his pre-tuppofes a non-ex ftence to the firit efential law of our
exilerce, orthe exiftence of any thirg., And pre {uppifes {yme
felf created indefi.1.eage :cy, without any obje&, propelied with-
out any motive, not aiwenable to any author, alway: in action
withcut any lax of natuie, and atliorn alone ¢ffeniial to its exift-
ence; for if the altion ceafes, it is a non entity : Thus pradical
religion wirhout principle is perfeQly defoitive of th: ;:efent re.
vival, according 0 the profcflicn of iis fut juéts; brrtoevince that
they are under a delufion, about this point of philc{>phv, as well
as their divinity 3 [ thall demonftrate that principle 1s eflftntial to
the exillence of virtue or vice; it s the princirle of an a¢tion,
that rencers it either praife or blame worthy. Theatiicn of Cain
flayin; AL, or Samuel, Agag, we's or might have been per-
fett'y imilar ; but the principic of the two agents, made ail the
d'rrerence, the cne forbidcen was murder, malice prepenfe, the
o...er commanced an execution of che divine Jaw.

By a varity of reafoning it will follow, thatif we ablra&t prin-
ciplc from afuion, all the Dzvils in Hell areac virtuons and pruife
w3r:hy, as faints or angels in Heaven s forif God tikes no cog.
n-znce of their principies, | am fure he takes none of their prac-
t ce ; for prattice independent of ~rinciple, will rever bea jub-
jest of divire aecuion, nor ought to bein theeye of homan liw,
fo skt areiizion exiiting witheut principle (of it were pefli iic)
1:a, ex-rant .us (0 ihe nature of the religicn or ‘etas Chsitt, as
iuol.ir.us inveations are the inflituted means of gr. <> and may
be neraphyficaily demonftrated ; it bewray- i protifire with
being uncer \he prepoilterous influence of a ditizlted aeluiom,

For what could charty allecge 5 or what coula be acvinceain
their favor themfcives being jucges? but frankly ackiowle.ge,
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like honeft men, that although to comply with a ceremony in the
church. they had fworn (o fupport aii the principles in the W.
M. confeilion of faith, (tke doétrine refpeting magifiacy ex-
cepted) they did not mean ro comply with the tenor of their oath,
any further thaa fhouid appear ccnfiffent with any good policy,
fuch as difpenfing wich article or articles or the whole rather than
fail ; thatihey might augment their party, and make a gorgeous
fhew of multitude, or might irhance the value of their revenue
if ever they got their pupils, fo far organized, and for their great
good done in bringing about the Millenium, the church would
give them a dilpenfation, or an abiolution if need required; as
they {wore by the gold inftead of the temple, or the gift inftead
of the altar they are not debtors.

1f a deteription of their charallers more lepible than letters of
gold. drew by a judge of our thoughts, would be atieaded with
any crnvishien, we might refer them to our Lords addre(s to the
Scribes and Pharifees, Mat. 23, 13, to the end of the chapter.
Be that as it wili I muit draw the moft favorable conciufion that
charicy will admit; that if minticrs preach the poiiibility of fal.
vation by prattice, and require ro other telt of admiffion but a
fair charalter, and two words of a confeflion, they are finners
and believe in Chrift, (which ary devil would do if he could
gainany thing by it, for they believe and trembie) their religion
1s but a delufion

V1. SymrepTom of 2 delufion is, wher church officers difpenfe
with ecclefiaftical government. Church government is the arm
or wall which furrounds the church, and fecures her unmolefted
in the enjoy ment of all her invaluab'e rights and privileges, and
isas neceflary to her exifterce, well being, and perfeverance, as
principles are to her faivation, and is ac cqucliy iaterefting in the
redeemers purchafe as the atonemen: of her fins, but zttended
with this difference as to the keys cf her vifible bady they were
committed to her officers, but as to the invifible benefits of his
atonement, he never entruited them or the keys of adm:flion into
the invifible church into the hands of men or angels, this govern-
ment he bears upon his own fheoulders,

Now if minifters can difpenfe with that facred truft, and invite
the ravening wolves into their pulpits, and all the unclean to cheir
communion (which is fimply inviting them to cat and drirk judg-
ment to themfclves) and make one motiy erew of heterogeneous
quality, will we not expeél fire to come out of the bramble and
confume the bramble ? whar au.hority have thefe gentlemen over
thofe exotic members when they are from under their eye ? what
will they do with them if the nexi day they are appreiierded with
drurkards, or caught in the very aét of uncleaniinefs ? canthey
<all them to their bar and try them for their criminal conduct ?



5 they have no enanizance over them, ey fland at their own
bar : will thay condemn fhem ucen.o s edr faw Crndemts Lo
r:an unheard : ara ther members of the churen ? in nohiop bt
commaurnion, and that by .h° Iaw of th2 houof: is thelr 1adefezir-
biz -*ght, iet them do as <! 1*y wiil hew¢afior?

Now for the fuccefiors of the Aroticr. taw ly, rlligiondy and
under the fair cloeiz of charuty, or difintereficd bepev-leace, pub-
licly, boldlv, zad without the lenft hetha.l::n, t2 d:liver up the
chu:zch they hive the care c.‘, to the ene.ny to exprets their love
to Gad and mian, aad cviace the F":'ty of their lewarlhip,
truly bewrays that the f:‘.:my fas btr 1‘\ *d orchiczazd thera and
ferved tiiem as vamenfon 2i! the Phiilines whea ke curried off
the gatz of their ciry. It matgs lirde © the eaemv, howv many
precious ronts are ;I::'.e:’, bivomirg fow rs are witered, how
much de‘z;- the nu'bandman has 1n koxrg dswn o {ez his vines
firurih, and the f*n"ﬂr gripes apatar; if theretsno ig:"b wt
the garden, ne ch juut wad a drove of fx2s, ravenous woives
and wild bears, fior: -he foreft to devour the vineyard, and
make it like a barren ce:irt.

When God would dciiver up a church, ¢r vomit them out cf
his mouth, lLkeluke warm water which of.gnds the palate, what
is the mode of his procedare?

Now goto, I will tcil you what I will do with my vineyard,
I wiil take away the hedge thereof, and it fhall be eaten up, and
break duwn the wall thereof, and 1t fhall be trzdden down, and
¥ wiiliay 1t waifte and it fhal! not be pruned nor digged, butthere
fh2ll ceme uo briars and thorns: T alio wilico r.-naud the clouds
that they 12in rorain upap it, and there isanead to its extﬂence.
Therefcre he wio carulariy aporoves of difpe: umg witn the in-
valuable rights of the church, (whwch are mcre eflential to her
ex:ﬁynce, than the rizhts of civil incorporations in f;mm s, Cl=
ties, flates or kingioms) proftituting hzr crdinances to the un-
ciean of every kind, is as firmly wedded to his deflrullion, as
Lov’s foas 1n lzw were to Sedem, and will as afluredly become

mannment, as his w.'c when turned irto a pillar of falt.

VI{. Syvpromofa celuiion s, itk in new *evc!“‘i:ms, and
vifions of Chrift, as men.  Gad has given hisword by holy men,
who fpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoft 5 the canaa is
row complete.  [Itisieaied by God, nothing to be added or di-
minifbed upon the penalty of all the curfes written therein, a fa-
ving acquaintance with the conteats, iscalled revelation, but this
difters wide from a new revelation. There 15 a {pecifical diFer-
ence, the former is {zecial, the latter exirsordinary ; the former
it eliennal to falvation, the latter is not; nor would the having of
1. be evidential of a flate of grace, more than in Balaam or sza!
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whom God reje@ted from the kingcom for his wickednefs. But
the delufion is moft dangerous when it tends to lead us fron the
fure word of prophecy, to depend upon whimiica! fiion.

But there is another fpecimen of this delufion, ftill more grofs,
viz. animaginary vifion of Chrift as man, asifin the great ceco-
nemy of redemption, it was cxpedient that Chrift fhould appear
to them in perfon, and {peak to them as a man face to face. True
it i5 thus he appeared to Mofes, and fome others, but fince the
canon of divine revelation has received the final amen, he has
never been known according to the fleth.  The apoftles who had
abundant of revelation, could fay that although they had known
Chriit according to the flefh, yet now henceforth know wwe bim ne
7sore, nor will any other man until he comes again at the laft day.

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do fhew
forth the Lord’s death till he come again ; this coming again, we
are inforned by Peter, will be at the final reftitution, when eve-
ry eye fhall fee him, whom the Heavens muft receive until the
reftitution of all things.

The kingdom of God cometh not with obfervaiion neither is
it lawful in worfhip, even to form an idea of him in our minds;
for as man ke is not the obj<t of our devotion, he never was a
perfon as a man ; his perfonality is divine, and as fuch alone, he
is the obje@ of our faiih 2rd <evotion, and Heaven’s grand de-
pofitory ut all peflible bleflings ; but as {fuch we can have no idea
of him, as poflefling any poflible form.

The rezl fight of Chrift as man would avail us nothing, did we
eat, drirk and fleep with bim during lite, it would profit us no
more, than it did Judas, who eat at his table and lift up his heel
againft him ; nay, if we could eat his real fleth, and drink his
real blood, yea if we could ufe it as a moraning bath, every day
of our lives, there wou'd be no more virtug in it, than the Acth
and blood of arother man. It is not the flefh that profiteth, 1tis
the invincible word of faith that is {pirit and life to the foul —
The Devil is Chrifi’s ape, he often forms him{clf into an angel
of light, and does the moft mifchief under a fhow of the greatet
good, and in this he has many imitators, and may fora time¢ even
deceive the children of Ged. But when he aflumes a human form,
and feigns himfelf the fon ¢f man he can only deceive the chil-
dren of men, who were never divincly illuminated in the true
knowledge of the only begotten of the father, full of grace and
truih; for us to worthip him as man alone even in Heaven,
would be idolatory. But to pay homage to a vifible imzaginary
Jefus, is aétually the worthip of devils; and to hold communi.-
on with, and believe his flatteries, and pafs them for canonical
truth to others, and be elated into an extaly, when ihe enemy
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aione has pained the vittory, is the very fpirit of an awful and
fore delafion.

P. S. If a mental view of Chrift as man, 1s neceffary or accef-
fary, to falvation, 1 would recommend a bofom full of crucifixes,
and a church full of images, that we might fce nothing elfe but
his likenefs.

VIIL. SYMPTOM of a delufion is a greater confidence in our
own éxperience and feelings, than in divine revelation. The
Grecians who fought for wif{dom, creditec no part of divine writ
which they could not reconcile with their own philofophy.  Juft
{o their fenfible religion becomes their ftandard. There is acer-
tzin period common to all enthufiafts which they term the day of
their converfion. At this period they are fubject to fore convic-
tionz, and rueful terrors, and feek for nothing higher than a cor-
dial to alay their fears, God in righteous judgmeat fuffers them
to found their hopes upon fomething fhort of the foundation laid
in Zion ; probably fome text of fcripture has come 1nto their
minds, as if direfted from Heaven, or fome vifionary imagina-
tion has powerfully penetrated their {pirits; their fears arc turned
into affurance, their forrows are turned into joys; they are now
converted but 1t is from bad to worfe; they, like David’s failors,
had rceled and ftaggered, like a drunken man, and were at their
wits end : they cried un:o the Lord in their trouble, and he
bringeth them out of their diftreffes; he maketh their florm a
calm, fo that the waves thereof are ftill. Now are they glad,
becaufe they be quiet: fo he bringeth them to their defired ha-
ven. If they are well ftocked with ignorance, and brazen aflu.
rance, they commence flaming preachers to effet the fime legal
or illegal converfion, which confifts wholly in two points, terror
end comfort, without one ingredient of true regeneration ; their
delufions are their credentials, their experience their bible, their
pledge for eternal life.

Might I without an offence to decency preflent their regimen
in its genuine quality, if poffible to difguft themfelves and all their
dcating admirers at the enebrating cup, 1 would confidently af-
firm they live upon their own filth, and that their breath is offen-
five in the neftril of all who feed in a good pafture, and breathe
a wholeforze air ; for there can be nothing more deteftable to a
truly humble chritian, who like a weaned child, forgets the
thiegs behind, counting them d4ro/i and duxg, and prefling for-
ward for ti:e prize of the high calling the frnowledge of Chrift,
than their oftentatious boafting, empty parade of high attainments
and {weei experience. &c. Yet this preaching, when God de-
figns fending a firong delofion, juft meets their followers, and is
drunk in with allavidity, and famed as the moft pathetical expe-
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rerimental preaching, ard is powerful to make converts, who
rever difcern that they have-a lie in their right hand, and that
they are living vpon the noxious drofs of thofe who live upon
their own ; until they are fafcinated ouat of all the appointed
mezns of grace ; they are ever dreaming of Heaver, until ar-
raigred at the bar where all theirrel*gion 1s chaff,

This delufion hath flain mcre thoufands than ever David did
ef the Philiflires, or Sampfon with the jaw bone of an afs, and
with fimilar weapons,

1X. SymproM of a dilufion is extravegant affeZion, fuch as
Salling izto dead fits, firong conuifions, pearfui cxtertions, great
Jwoenings, foamings fairtings. peaantic awhinpical gefiiculations,
leaping, darcing avithout taiing the leaft notice of any perfon or
thing, imaginary fights, «ificnery repre %‘{‘aticm, Slarting up-
aards, and reacoing their hands toward heaver, as thovgh they
were apprebending jome invifille objeld, extatic raptures, bawle
ing, fereaming, yelling, l'c/fa-u'irg,'gr:)gfng,“]gug/:z'ng ard wallowe
ing, until they kawve Jfpent their flrength in juch ungovernable
meafures,

Is it peffible any human being ever pafled through fuch a fcene
asthis? yes reader, and have the eifrontery to «ali it zil a mira-
clie ef divine power, in favor of the prefent revivai, ard pro-
nounce the med awful anathema, upcen all who do not pay 1t the
fame compliment.

1 know my curious reader will defire informaticn cor.ccreing
the caufe of zll thefe flrange operations,

In a phenomenon fo extracrdinary, modely forbids we fhoald
be peremptory inour corclufions; but fidelity requires me to
give my opinion, =s God may enable from reafon and revelation.

We fhall frit enquire into the principie of agency by which
humran nz:wre is fubject to various affetions, in this life.

The foul of man appears an objeét which commands the moft
vrive-fz2] attention, within the compals of our information, God
the Facher, Son and Holy Gholt, appears deeply intereited in
the falvation of fouls, every angel in Heaven appears to glory in
contributing their miniftrations, end exceeds in juy at the repent-
ance of cre finner; as when the foundation of our habitation was
laid, thefe morning ftars fang tcgeiher.

The infernal regions, have exerted every fpecies of fatanical
policy, to confummate his everiafting ruin, ever fince the day
God breathed into man the breath of life, all the earth has joined
iflue with the latter, and wearied themfelves in the very fire of
vanity, to ccntribuie their quota, to effedt their diabolical pur-

pole,
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Naw, thefe refpe@ive powers, have according to their wiilom
and purpofts. pureand impure, devifcd thetr feveral {chemes (o
take poileflion and enhance the ineltimshle treafure,

A cindid invettigation of their feveral modes of agency, Itruft,
wilf caft fome light upon this mj ftery of Goalinels, oriniqiity:
Y fhall arrange them under five aiitin& points, and to 1id our m=-
mory, as well as illultrare by image, I fhall take the hibeity of
comparing them to the five zonss of che earth; the two frigid,
two tempzrave, and onetorrid. Thetwofrt tythetwo puaers
of working miracles, the miracalaus power of Gid fupreme, and
the miraculous power of the prince of daricncfs, unaer divins
controui. The temperate zones ! fh.ll ecompare to the common
influence of the {pirit of God, operating upoa cur reafon ani
confcience, and the common infuence of the prince of darknefs,
working ia the children of difubedience. 'The liit compared to
the torrid zone, [ mean the fpecial and (aving influence of God’s
fpirit.

Now my reader will obferve that the two frigid zones, are thz
two ex:remes of this earth, and ftand in pe,fect competition.—
That the temperate zones are or oppofite hdes of the equator,
and ftand one oppofed to the other. [hat the torrid zone, ftands
aione without a competitor, and more or lefs extends its irreift-
able influence over all regions.

T'nefe refpeltive principles of agency, I purpofe to explore,
with diligent fearch, for thefe extransous aff:Ctions which now
aemand our attention.

If either of the extremes it muft be a miracle, and thofle mira-
cles mutt be the effet of a goad oer an evil {piriz *

* Miracle, initsown original fenfe, is a word ;f 1he fame pur-
port with wonder ; but in its ufual and more appropriare fign fica-
tion, it denotes ¢ am effelF contrary o the effablihed conjlitution F
courfe of things, er a fenfible deviation from the knowa laws of

\ zatwre.”’

L'hat the vifible world is gowverned by flated general rules or
that there is an order of caufes and cffets effabiibed wn every part
ef the fyflem of nature avkick fulls under our ebjervarion 1¢a fa
which cannot be controverted If tve Suprene eing, as fome have
Juppojed. be the ony real agent in the univerfe. we vave tve evi-
aence of experience. that in the particular fyffem to whick ave bea
long, he asts by fated rules. 1fhe empoys inferior agents to conduct
the various motions from which the phenomenon refuis e nave *he
Jame evidence that he has jubjected thuje agents ta certamn fixed
lsws, commonly called the laws of natare, On cuthur hypotvefis,

C
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Now the friends of the prefent revival would have us believe
it, a miraculous effuficn of the Holy Gholl, Ly the power cf
God, and the beginning of the millenium ; 1If fo God is daily
working miracles to fanttion the charatters, urncer whofe mini-
firy thefe miracles are wrovght. And fo the dcétrine, govern-
mert, worfhip and dilciplire, approved by thefe civines, thus
{anétioned, muft erjry civire approbation ; and become equilly
ctjedls of faith with the records cf their predeceflors the propicis
and apoilles of Jefos Chrift.

Fer the conarmaticn of this favorite article, Jet us confder the
arguments advanced, to prove it 1s the work of God.

1. They tcll us that thefe miraculcus cperations make ro dif-
crimination with re{pect 1o characters ; the mofi hardy deift, the
grofsly profare, and the brutihly igncrant, areas lizble to thefe
wenderfu) affe@ions, as the moft wife and hely, That this is
perfeflly defcrip:ive of the fovereign good pleafure of God, who
canrot be limited by charater, or condutt of men, good or bad,
in the difgenfation of his grace.

1T. That it is ever atiended with convifion of fin, and rueful
apprehenfions of a miferable life of iniquity ; and fo it mufl be
the effc & of a divine light.

111, 'I'nat the fubjcés of it make Jefus Chrift their only ples,
confequently it ir an cvargelical {pirit, and maft be from God,
for the devil rever tempted any ore, to love, truth, or delight
in Jefus Chrilt.

1V. They are much exercifed in prayer and praife to God
night and day, and are not afhamed of their profeflion, before
any aflembly vifible or invifible.  That they enjoy great pleafure
in religion, lively zeal, and mutual love among themfelves; and
by this fhall all men know that ye are my difciples if ye have love
go one another.

But if thefe are all conclufive argumenis, in favor of its being
a miracle from God, ard the mirucles {o many atteftations, of
ghe work being of a divire operation, they prove too much, and
fo prove nothing at all.

effelts avhich are produced by ihe regular operation of thefe laws,
or awhich are conformable to the effablifbed courfe of events, are
properly called natural 5 and every contradiction 1o this conflituti-
on of the natural f,flem, and the correfpondent courfe of events in
it, is called a miracie.

If this definition of a miracle be juff. no event can le deemed
miraculous merely becaufe it is flrange. or even tc us unaccountable :
fince it may be nothing more thuk & regular effeél of jome unknows
law cf nature,
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For if they prove that the teftimony of thole divines, is eqal-
Iy valid wi h the tealmony of thofe who at leait Lavz an cqul
c.aim to fanétity, and they perfectly contradi¢t erch civer, they
mult reconcile coniradi&tions, wiizhisan abfurciiy., Neverihc-
lef: let us try to bulieve thele modern divines.

Their teitimeny and their church is a camoonnd male up of

all the heterogenicus qualicies, 2ad f=¢tories, tie moit dithin&t ;
who a few yeurs ago conoemned each oihie tor their refpoctive
tcnets, to everlafling percition,

They have come us nnoother terms of najon, but humin
bereveoicnce ; thev «"‘ sor{ewihoh taeir sontorious pricciples, (o
zuther all princines.) vad cimmrase iogether; bidding deharce
oa!l Ten 10 prove, wie eviual propoilion, the chuicd nave a

gat o furm creeds, and confetlions, and eniny the exclulive
r:gm of crmucion wuh fuch as fonction ther aricler,

He who can {watiowall this in oppo.i'im to the anciert tellia
mosy, €1n eainny hrlieve that a fhong delufion 1s pu:c reiigion,
B lefl chis fuould Le tho agitt a rannisg aray with thz 1r Jurens,
let us make a more thorough tnveligation. Let us :’uppe(s it 2
mirucie, ascur opponets would have it, dire@tly in faver of
thole who {uy tney 2re apaontles, and indireddy in favor of their
fc'iium“y T'hen we mait enalyze the comzound: aad fee:f
th-fe miracles were ever wroaght in favor of any or the fimples;
this wi l not be ¢:fzule, if we lock into the records of the me-
thod+t church (an extenfive branca of this campound) we find

they h.ve be n favcred with this very fpzcimen cf miracles al.
moit perpetuaily for halfa cenwry.

Let us examine what thefe madern miracles confirm, for it be-
heves us all to be deeply 1nterelted,

In the firtt place we muit belizve that the doétrine of eterrnal
ele®ion, and reprobaticn, is a damnable herefy.

1I. We muft belicve, thas Chrift died for ail men indifcrini-
nately, and thatthere is no 'egal chtrudiion to any mau’s going *

'to heaven as he co nes into this world ; we are as clear of origi-

nal fin, as Adam was bcfore he eat the farbidden fruic.

I1i, We muft believe, that the arigin of diitinfion, between
thofe who are fived, and thofe who are loft, depends {olely upan
the free volition of the creature ; and that thofe who are favel
are no more 1n debt ro heaven, than thofe who perith forever.

IV. We muit believe that moft exalting, zuimating principles
that God has luved as, and put ail power ints our hands, to go-
vern and difpofe of ourfelves, botn in this world and that which
is to come ; and that 1t benoves Chrift to humble himfelf unto us,
and fay Lords are there many or few of you to be f1ved #
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V. We rsvf belisve that the moft pure, and veell ordered 2o-
verant, that can be entered into between G 2d and man, refpe-
ing his €xcrrnalcdl, can be Brcken, and ratified, ratified and bro-
ken, a: cfien as the caprice of the creatire fugpefts ; and render
the whole aeoncmy of 1edemption, as voia as if it Fad never
been.

VI. We mull believe that 2l the golpel chorch whe depended
upon the righteculrefls of Jefus Chr it, without the deeds of tle
law fors.flitesdden, mull te damned for not believirg the above
articles

1f this is «1l preved by b2 rrefent miracles, then befcre heas
ven and earih; 1 thisday [ublcribe myt+if a profeflt do'l}, znd an
open enemy to revealod religion, and without Ged in the world.

But:gain, if thisis nora mirecle ¢f Ged 1n favor of any di-
Viee pricciple, @xd is amniracle {as our cpponents infift e ie) it
ancit be a mirzcle of tice orher extreme, viz. the sgency of the
wicked ore; let us examine the evidences,

1. We fhall eftublifh that fuch miracles have been in the worlds

J1. We {hall compare the former with the latter.

Firfl, We fhall eftablith that diabolical miracles have been
pradtifed upon the chiicren of mer ; we refer to the demoniacs
fo copionlly exhibited, in the fcur evangelifts, and elfewhere.
But we hear there is an ohicétion to thefe being preternatural,
alledgirg they were crly commen ciftempers,  Let us look into
the hittory —1t is fuid they were pofleficd with devils, Chrift
ipake to them as devils, and thiey replied ; they acknowledge
his divine miffion, and exrrefled dread of their iaft judgment.,
Chrift mzkes a diflinétion between being pofleffed with natural
ciftempers and devils ; and whcn the evening was come, they-
brovght unto him many who veere pofleffed with devils and he
caft out the fpirit by his werd, and hested all who were fick,
and that fame hour he cured mary cf their infrmities and plagues,
and evil {pirits—They are reprefented as waiking about feeking
reft afier they had gone out of .a man; of fuppiicating liberty
from Chrift to enter into the {fwine. All which plainly manifeit
that men have been poffefled with devils. h

Nor was this fpecies of miracle peculiar to Chrift’s day, wit-
refs the wiich of Endor; we fuppofe fhe was a profefled fervant
of the devil, and had (as thetext fays) a familiar jpirit. 1n the
alts of the apoftles it is faid, then certain vagabond Jews exor-
cifts, took upon them to call over them which had evil {pirits the
rame of the I.ord Jefus, faying we adjure you by J-tus whom
Paul preaches, and the evil fpirit anfwered and faxd, j:fus I
koow, and Paul I know, buat whoare ye? And the manin whom
the cvil fpirit was, leaped upon them and overcome them, and
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prevailed againft them ; fo that they fled cut of the houfe raked
and wourded ; but we find further, that the unclean {pirit could
jreach truth, and with much zzal. And it came to pnfs as we
went to prayer a certain damfei poffefled wih a fpirit of divina-
tion, met ur, who brought her mafter much gain, by foothfay-
ing, the fume followed Paul and us, and cryed fiying: thefe
men are the fervauts of the moft high God, avhich fheav unto us
the way of falvatisx And this did fhe many days; but Paul
bcmg grieved turned and {1id unto the fpirit, [ command thee
in the pame of Jefus Chiift to come out of her, and he came cut
the fame hour. T'hefe teftimonies which cannot be difputed de-
mand our faith.

But, fecondly, we fhall compare the chara&ers of thofe uncer
extraordinary affections, with thcfe demoniacs, to fee how far the
principle of agency wouid harmonize between them,

1. They were both convulied, when the devil had thrown him
in the mid@ he came out of him. Oft times he falleth inte the
fire and ott into the wate..

There is a remarkable coincidence in this that they are bath
taken by furprife, and {o inftantaneous tha: they have nottime to
iie down but muft fall in the very fpot they are feized.

I1. They are both difpofed to cry out as if pierced threugh
with a fword when there is no vifible appearance of being touch-
ed.

III. They are both fubject to temporary dumbnefs, and he
wa: cafting outa devil and it was done.

This is moft common with the prefent fubje@, fome of them
will nct be dumb more than an hour, others twenty-foar hours,
and fome for {everal days.

1V They are both fubjeét to wallow on the ground, and he
fell on the ground waliowing feaming.

Y They are boih grievoully vexed, but the fpirit of the Lord
departec from daul, and an evil {piri- from the Lord rroubled
»im  Lord have mercy upon my fon for he is luzatic and fore
wvexed

So thofe under the priwer of thefe fits cali it agorizing, com-
paring their mifery to that of Chrift.

V1. When in thefe extacies they generally agree in becoming
anwearied preachers. 0 a certain damlel peflefled with a fpirie
of ¢ivination—.he fame followed Paul and us and cried fayirg,
theie men are the fervants of the moft h:g» God which fhew unio
us the way of {iivation, and this c1¢c the many days

V1l. They both agree in makirg God a liar.  Thus faid fa-an
and L.ve believed him rather tl"ém God 1n gefiance of the civiae

2
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interdi®ion. God doth know that in the cay ye eat thereof ye
fhall not furely die. Agaw he faid I will go and be a lying fpi-
rit in the mouth of all his prophets. The defign was 1o invali-
date the divine perdiction declared by the faitnful prophet of the
Lord  Jutt fo ic is in the prefent revival. 1 nevir knew nor
heard of one of all the conne&ions but was an avowed opponen:
to fome part of the divine teftimony ; and efpecially to that epi-
tome of divine writ, the Pfalms of David, and therefore it com-
monly frizes them in this very adt of their adultery.
Bu: we thall compare the cavfes and remeaies. Firl there is
a fimilarity in the meritorious caufe of this {ore 'udgment. The
Lord by Simuel commanded Sau!l to go and {mite Amalek and
utterly ccitrov all trat they tave and {pare them not; but flay
both man and woman, infantand fuckling, oxand theep, camel
a.d afs. He urged obedience upon daul by the high honor con-
{erred upon him when beirg anointed king over itrael, and A.
melek’s lying in wait for Ifrael when he came out of Egypt.—
Saul difobeys the pofitive orders he had received which he had
full power to execute that the expediticn is only called a journey.
But Saul ard the people (pared Agig and the beft of the f-.rep and
cf the exen, and of the fatlings, and lambs and all that was good
and would not utterly deftroy them; but every thirg that was
vile and refufe that they deftroyed uttcrl
Upon his return when charged with his difcbedience he had
fpared the oxer and fheep to facrifice to the Lord. Samuel faid,
Lath the Lord as great a delight in burnt offerings and facrifices
asin obeying the voice of the Lord. Behold, to obey is better
than facrifice and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion
is as the fin of witchcraft, and flubboranefs is as iniquity and
idclatry becauie thou haft reje€ted the word of the Lord, haft
difgifed it—fo the Chaldee, haft made nothing of it—{o the fe-
venty has czft off the government of it ; therefore he has rejeéted
thee ; haft difpifed thee and made nothing of thee, but cait thee
oft from being king. They are unfit and unworthy to rule over
men who are not wiilicg that God fhould rule over them. And
the {piric of the Lord deparied from Saul, and an evil {pirit trou-
bled him. 1f God in his grace does not rule over us, fin and
fatan will have p- fleflion of us —He was fometimes faith Jofe.
phue, as if he had been chozked or ftrangled, and by fits a per-
fett Demoniac, and when the evil {pirit get poffeflion, he made
him his councellcr iike Ahaziah. He makes his application in
time cf diftreis to Beizebub prirce of devils: Now lec us come-
pare what was written for our infiruction in the hiftory of Saul’s
scrdemnation, and we will find the futje&s of the prefent revi-
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val, rotwithiffanding the force of the warning, have made the
fame firices of rebellion and with many more aggravating cir-
cumflances. Saul difobeyed the divinecommmand tn a tenporal
matte-, bu: thefe have made void the word of God with reipe&
to the molt fpiritual miniftrations. Saol {pased the oxen and
fheep to facrifice to the Lord, which God commainded to be de-
ftroyed, 'Th:fe offer the ficrince of wild fire upon his altar, that
1s infinitely more diftin& from the true (acr.fice of praife ordain-
ed than the 2 malekites oxen and theep were from tae oxen and
fheep of the Midiani.es, of which the Lord had accepted a tri-
bste. Batto tornent him with more thana ftrong Jelufion, the
Lord {entan evil fpirit to trouble kim.  Thus there is a l:vely re-
femblance between the meritorious caufe of the judgment upon
Saul and the (uhjeéls of the p-efent ex:raordinary affcctions.

So the Jew:h iniquity was all 1ncluded in their whoreing after
an ido] worthip, that was for the practice of a worfhip they had
natural pawer to have omitted, and for tne oniitlion of cthe infti-
tuted means of grace which they had na:ural power formerly to
have pratifsé. For there is notiing which man pofffles of a
religious quzlicy in which he approaches nearer to Aiam in inno-
cence in point of power to cbey, than an oblervation of the
means of grace inftitu.ed by divine authcrity  And as the viola-
tion of this duty approaches the neaccll o the {11 of the Holy
Ghoft (as was obferved in our definiticn of a delufion) God re-
venges it wiih the fevereft and moft dangerous calamities in this
life, to be poffeficd with an evil fpirit from the Lord.

2dly. There is a refe:.blance with refpet to the remedy.—
Whea Saul became 3 demoniac, his fervants the phyficians agree
that the cure fhall be mufic. How much betier frjends had they
been had they advifed him to make his peace wich God by a li-
ving faith and true repentance. "T'hen might he not only had
fome prefent reiief but the Good Spirit would have returned to
him. But their profpeét is to make him mesry or overcome the
evil fpirit by m.aking him forget his calamity; for the devil loves
to fith in muddy water  But Saul’s fervants are more to be com-
mended than many others az Bithop Hall obferves. it was well
they did not fend for a Witch or a divinor by his enchantment
to caft out the evil ipirit, which tias been the abominable wicked
praétice of fome who have worn the Chriflian name, who confult
the devil in their dit-efs, ard make Hell their refuge, as saul
did when mose matured in iniquity.— 4nd it came to pafs when
the evil {pirit from Gud was upon saul, that David ook a harp
and pleyed with his hand, ard theev 1 {pirit departed from him.

Here I confels fomething appears paiadoxical; muficisiad o
bz the inttrumental caufe of calking down and raifing up the fub-
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jeéts of thefe extranrdinary affellions: 7. ¢ the fame caufe pre-
ducing contradifory effects, which according to the laws of na-
ture are {aid to be impoffible. Bt i we take in'o confideration
the appendages whrich interfere as fecondary caufes, a fo'ution
may be given; upon this principle medicine may be both the
czufe of ficknetr «nd health.

It is the opinion of divines, thai the evil {pirit cannot fafcinate
unlefs the mind or body is diftempered.

Saul’s mind was much troubled as we obferved by the heavy
tidirgs delivered by Samuel, and the Devil no doubt took the:
advantdgb to prey upen his terror with defperation. But the harp
ef tte ion of Jefle the {weet finger of lfrael, whofe extraordi-
nary talent fur mufic became the inftrument of removing him
from the fheep cots to the king’s courts ; mace Saul forget his
forrows and turned the confufed mind to ferenity, and the evii
fpmz departec for a (eaflon  But mufic adapted to a corrupt fong
in the worfhip of God, is a greater provocation to the fpirit of
God to depart from us, than Saul had given by his difobedience
{as we have obferved) hisabfence is Hell, the devil’s precinéls;
and .1ke the fpidir finding the fly cacght in its web, rufhes onits
prey in an inftant., He may give fome hideous yells when he
enters and finds himfelf poff-ffed of his new dwelling, and en-
dowed with the o-gans of {pcech, like a lion roaring over his
prey : aad the viétin falls under his hands as dead or convulfed -
with fearful extortions, &c¢.

But when thofe who are efteemed the Lord’s fervants gather
together around them with a choir of fingers, and give fanttion’
to all that provoked the fpirit of the Lord to depart; the confci-
ence becomes {eired by faife flattery, and the powerful found of
melody alays their fears, and a fong adapted to the purpofe alls -
as a charm upon the {pirit. The Devil finds it good policy know-
ing his work is well done, ard leit he thould be fufpeted, and
tha. he may father their reftoration upon their own fongs, or the
mighiy power of God atiending them, he retire: and fuffers
them to believe they are afcending to God.

But in the next place. 1 propofe to prove that the principle of
agency producing the'e marvellous aff.Cions. is not to be found
among the miraculous cperations of any power, and conQquently
muil beiong to one of the other three points not expiored. And
to pave :he way for fixing this coaviétion, [ propofe to give a
bricf but more explicit illuftration, of the nature and neceili.y of
a miracle,

Having in page 28 defined what 2 miracle is, T purpof= to re-
move fome mitiakes concerning the naiure of a miracle—unac chey
cannot be performed upon trivial occafions—what could make 2
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miraclc necefary—that the 2 %ry ¢f every aoe ahounds 1a falfe
miracles—T'nie difference bewecna realand a ferpasd moracl:—
Yn what reipeéts miracles which have bz:za wroogh. have been
{ufiicient for us

A miracie is not 2r apreal to ourigrorance, but to onr fenfes,
Noevent can be jully efteemed a mivuc e, breaufe it s firange,
marvelous, oruraccorntibie 15 fuc, aim {f every thing in na-
ture is, 1f cuiy examined  Many 1 goiour Mound banks fow
fuch extracrdimary pra: iz« that vearc rot et onceab’e to account
for them upon the priaciples of nature, yeo they were never able
to get one hzirs breadth beyond i

Before we can pronounce any extraordinary evert to be a mi-
racle, itis recefliry that we be webicograred with @ number of
the circumftences under which itis pro ‘cecd, that there may be
ro peflinility of a deceptinn. or 1t will be tmpafiicle for us to
diftingu:fh a miracle from the commos courfe of rature

Thus to {ze the element of water (at the firiking of Mofes’s
hard)!ofc alt the laws of 1ts nature, and fand in per;<adicular
walls from the top to the bottom of the fea, and fuorm a chanrel
for the children cf Ifrael to pals throngh diy fhoi. Orto fee firs
bereaved of 1ts naweral power, that men paf. o and fio unhurt in
the midit, admits of no poflible doub:, beca::f¢ all circumfances
are krown, and muft lcave an indelizble evidence that the law of
Nature is changed by no lefs 2 power than the God ¢f Nature.

If miracles are efieéls contrary to the common courfe of Nature,
which are fteady 1a proporucn to the perfetiton of their author,
they canr.ot be looked for upon trivial occafior.s, Nothing cou'd
ever be afligned as a reafon {ufficient for a deviation but the bene-
fit of thofe who by their formation, were exalted to enj,y all
the benefits of the laws of Nature.  T'hat if their intereft required
a deviation, Niwure which was made to be fubcrdinate, muft
yield at the com:mand of her and their Lord and Mafter,

And in nothing coula a deviation from the lasxs of Nature be
beneficial to the creaiure man, but as a fea! to fome cholen cha-
rafters to render tneir teftimony valid, who brought to us a re-
vealed fyftem of laws, obliterated in our fall, ora gracious plan
by which we may be reftarec to the favor of God. who are fo
funk in grofs cepravity that no moral argument could excite to
perfeét cbedience—for 1f we {fuppoie a man to be under miracu-
lIous energy alone, his human nature muft be changed, his moral
agency has ceated. he would be nei.her capable of reward or pu-
nifment; with him the fatal (cheme would be true, that the foul
1s as wholly paflive in regeneration as if it was lifclefs mitcer, 7 e.
bereaved of volition atthe very tume it is made willing, znc per-
farms the nobleft act of its wild. That not for their fakes were
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they made the fubje&s of mirzculous power, but for our fakes i
commn with them wherein they were jult as we were, which
was the cafe at ali time: in which they were not mediately employ-
ed as the amonuerfis to the divine law giver.

Now the holinefs and patience in {uftering affliétion of thofe
inipired penmen, have rcver been an obje& of envy or emuiasi-
on v i.h this wicked werld, (‘hough in trat they are fet forth for
ourexample) but the power thattheir office invefied them with,
in giving lawsand enforcirg obedience, has made them the ob-
je€is of imitation to 2ll the moft ambiticus tyrants of every age,
and thence by faife miracles, fins. and lying wonders, they op-
pofe and exalt themfive: eboveall Whiat s celled God, cr that 1s
worftizped, o thatthey fitinthe temple of God, fhesing them-
fulvesas God, and fo ingenicufly, that we are informed that were
it pofiible, they would ceceive the very electw—but if we will keep
cur eyc upon the conitiruent qualifications of a iniracie, we may
cafily difcriminate between thefe iying wondess and a true mira-
cie. The one admits ¢f nothing dark abous 1t bat is defiznedly
plain toall our {enfes, fuchas {peaking to the dead ard their com-
ing forth, or by fume power opening the eyes ¢f one born blind,
but all that can be f.id of a faie miracle iz, that it is fomewing
wrapt up in daikaefs like the wond:rs done in the dark conclave
of the thundering vatican thar the {pe®aror canrot perceive wkhe-
ther it is a deviation from thie laws of naiure or that his fenfes are
impofed upon by the fubtil'y of an eremy.

But miricles perfonally performed by Jefus Chrift or immedi.
ately by his agen:, were not only calcalated (o extort the acknow-
Jeigment which all the people mace when at the word of Elijah
fire cumie coun from Heaven and confumed the burnt facrifice,
the itones, the daft, and licked up the water of the trench, fay-
irg ¢ the Lord he is God, the Lord he is God ;”” but they are
this day as vald to anfwer the purpofe of miracles, as the day
they were exh:bit:d.

This the admir. rs of Mr. Hume’s philcfophy, would conceive
an exiravagait paradox—but according to Mr. Hume’s own fen-
timent, may be fairly demonftrated.

No teftimoay fays he, is fufficient to eftablith a miracle, unlefs
the teftimony be of fuch a kind, that its falichood would be more
miraculov: than the fa€t which it endeavorsio eftabitth. To be
brief, he fays it is not{o greara miracle, that man fhould lie as
that nzture fhould deviate frowr her laws. This is true. neverthe-
lefs 1t wou.d have been a greater miracle that upon the principle
of deceit Conift and his apoflles (1l things confidered) fhould
have guined fuch univerfal credit, than that nature fhould have
deviated ; and confequently the miraci= comes with equal evi-
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dence to ue, as it did to the fpeftators, and with the bleffing of
(3od attending them, are equally beneficial, for if we will not
believe thefe, we would not believe if we faw one arife from the
dead.

By this time my reader without enumerating further evidence
will acquiefce with me, that there is no necellity, ner never has
becn fince the apoftolic age, for a deviation in the law of Nature
(called a miracle) and confequently thag thefe ftrange affetions
are not of a miraculous ageucy.

Cf Common and Special Influence,

Having in vain explored the miraculous power: compared te
the rigid climes of the frigid zones, for thefe extraresus affetti-
ors: lec us proceed (0o exsmine the common influence for the
principle of th's agency. That there is a common influence of
God’s {pitit ditinet from extraordinary and fpecial, we need only
defiae thein with refpett to their dettinétions, which will fatsfy
us of their realities ; but to make it an obje@ of our faith, we
‘hall prove it from the word.

A miraculsus power is as abfolute and irrefiftable upon matter
r mind, as the a&t of creating worlds out of nothing, admitting
10 influence, no voiiuion in the creawure as a partifan in the
change effeéted,

The {pecial influence of God’s fpirit is equally abfolute and
irrefiftable, but does no violence to the wiil atihough it is the
principal fubjeé of this operation, but by pure influence creates
it wholly, withoutany phyfical change.

The common influence of God’s {pirit, is an influence refifla.
ble, altho’ frequently produétive of great changes, without uo-
ing any voilence :0the will of the crea:wure.

To illuttrate the diftinétion between the common and fpecial
influence, we fhall ufe the image of I'rees of different qualities :
they enj.y the advantage of foil fap, rain, fun and air, and
have both the principle of vegetable life, and both grow in their
feafons ; buc the one is grafted intoa good olive under hedge
and high cultivation—in the autumn the other is clothed with
Jeaves only—the former is laden with precious fruit. pleafant to
the eye, and fweet to the talte ; and when duly manufaétured, is
a precious oil to the lamp, toilluminate our dwc!lings, ard when
we favor its virtues, it is an o1l cf joy to our fpirits—the latter
cails its witherirg leaves, dies regle¢ied and forgoiten.

So it1s with profcflors who are orly the ful jeéts of common in-
fluence, and thofe who are favcied with both fpecial and come-
mon,
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But to prove that there is a common influence, ihe'e texts fuf-
fice— It is faid, his {piric (hsll not alw.vs iteive wich man, Agaia,
ye do always refift the hacly Ghoft, as yrur fathers did fo do ye.

Before we futther preceed, we thall bricfly exhibit what s
implied uncer the common influznce of God’s tpirit.

As urnder ipecial influernce he hos as a fovercign inftituted the
falutary mears of grace. which by bis pGWr r are rendered effece
tual to faivation : So urder thecom won inii.erce he hasofei the
outward ordinances of divire ansnictment. A ud a- a fouadati-
on to work upon, he has imorelfivd he numan mird with the law
of nature, requiring to contem~niaie htin s the rca‘on and pattern
of cur cenduci—-to honor him with our {5ul and bocy as one pof-
feded of infinite perfedtion—to love Lim as one perfectiy amia.
ble and be.evolent—to acknowledge him in his manifo/d and
diverf:fied Providences, and «& anfwerably to them—ro acquiefce
in the whole of his will as wife and good— o coufider and truft
Lis power. wifdom and goodnefs—rto be chiefly careful to pleafe
kim. and to 1mitate him in his moral exceilercies, who is infi-
nitely parfeét in him{ if, and in whofe favor and the enjuyment
of himfeif, ourtrue happinefs whily depends—cordially to lifen
to, believe, receive and obey every further declara:ion of his
will, which heis pleaied to m-ke to us.

As a fecondary founcation of the law of nature he urges the
light of nature, which is as diltia&t from the Jaw of nature, as
knowledge of law is diftinét from law ifelf. The law of nature
is comprehernfibiy known to God only—the light of na:ure is the
iknowledge of the naiure of God and themiclves, and the duties
refulting from the connettions between them, which men aétual.
ly poflefs, and is exceedingly diverfified “rits extent and degrees.
according to the different capacities, oppoi unitiesand mc 1nai-
ons of men ; but the Spirit determires to leave inexeculzble, he
has added as a mean of further information. arevea'ed ftandard of
rehgu.n centainced in the Scnpzures, urtrmg themfelves upon our
mincs by their neceflicy, propriety, Divine authority ana defi-
rable effets ; a.l which taken together, the Spirit in his com-
mon influence, frequently ufes asa mean in his hand to urge men
to an cbedier.ce.

Now let us fee if this principle of agency will prompt to any
of thefe extraneous affetions. Do or can they prompt to dif-
penfe with the Scriptures asa flandard 2 Do, or can they prompt
men to d:fpenfe with the pure means of grace ? Do they prompt
to dxfperfe with all the forms of church government, with di.

ine principles, creeds or confeflions ? Do they excite men to
corrupt his worthip, by nocvel medes and means of human in-

reniign, to breed confufion inflead of good grderi Judge ye
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what I (ay, and pronsunce in the aflirmaive if you dare: if rot
you will agree with me that the principle of agency producu £
thefe extrancous affe@tions are not tte common inducace of his
holy fpirit,
Of Sprecial Influcnce »
IIavmg in vain explored the common influence of God’s Spi-
, for this ftrange p*mcaple of agency, we fhall look for it an-
der Lis fpeciai influznce ; this is w. at we compared to the torrid
zone : this has ne competitor.

There is ro creature can aét on a parallel with God, in the
Toecial influences of his Spirit 5 although the boid and arrogant
would with to be carefled, as if they were deputized to perform
e fame eaergy.

It is an exertion of Divine agency, equal to his creating worlds
out of nothing : although an operation widely diltiné&t. The
firt was a diiplay of his natural and moral perfeétions ; the laft
of his moral perfe@tions fpecially. It is a difplay of his moral
perfeflions, in a fenfe fublime, above their manifeftations, in
creating after his own image, angels and mzn in innocence ; for
thefe creatures of his power, were folely pafiive, and in them
was found nothing to contraft his moral atiributes in their recciv-

iag the Divine image.

But here he has to overcome the moit horrid, the mof infernal
enmity, enmity in the abftrafl, oppofed to nothing more than
his holinefs, and his illuftrious plan of falvation, to overcome by
the power of Lis holy and benevolent purpofe, all that is ours,
and change enmity into love; and all this by no coercive mea-
fures, or phyfical change, without deftroying our volition, or
freedom of choice: but by a fecret revelation that he has, note
withftanding our enmity, "toved us with an everlatting love, and
has a purpoie of his immutabic good pleafure to confummate our
cverlafiing falvation, by ihe pure alts of his (overeign grace:
and this he effets, not by zny miraculous mutation, or aghauon
of our bodies, or I‘range corporeal convulfion : for the body is
the fame af.er converfion as before (however differently employ-
ed ;) for ths{oul is the feat of all moral evil, and the feat of all
moral excellence in us. Bodiiy exercife profiteth little; but
Gedlinefse——m——

One exception to this general rule : if itis a time of working
miracles to give fanction to fom=> miflioned characters, he may as

* Having in our la/x‘ anticipated the fpecial influence, we jhall
tale 1t next in oidery tiough not according to the original difiria
$utior,

D
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well work amiraz’c on the human body, a5 on any other maiicr.
Mofes’ hand may as weil become lepercus as {now, as the rod in
his hand be turned into ferpents, or the rock fmote by the fame
red, guth cut water. Ehadrach, Meihack and Abedrego, may
as well walk threcugh the sicry furrace, without an hair of their
head being finged, asthe burning buth endure the flame, without
being contumed. A Paul, a Daaiel or a John, may fall at his
fcer a3 dead and their comlirefs be turned into corr upticn, or
Ananias and Szphirah fall down dead at the apoftles feet, or La-
zarus railed by a werd of his power: as the fig tree wither by his
maled:étion ; or fun and moon fland fill at the command of mi.-
raculous faith, Dut there is no conneclion between bediiy agi-
tation and the fpccual influence of God’s Spirit, and never to be
looked for, as containing part of fanétifying grace. Irom thence
we are led to conclude that thefe falliry fits cannot be the eficéls
of a fpecial Divine influence, But the work, as well ircm the
definition of it, as its effelts prove to a demontiration that it is
not of fo Divine a quality.

Of Satanical Influcnce.

Hawing in wain explored the miraculous powers, and Divine ine
fuences, ccmmon and fpecial. for the principle of egency, éy
avhick flrange ajeclions are produced upon the bodics and minds
of men,

We come now to the laft point of cenfideraiion, the common
influence of Satanical fubtilty, working in the hearts of the chil-
dren of difobedience.  Anrd if under this agency ro doubt we
have come to examine a myftery of iniquity ; myReries which
they who have experienced can give us no tolerabie account of,
All natures laws are worthy of infpeftion, and moft philofophi.
cal inveftization, becaufe o:d°r1y and weorthy of its original —
But when we aitempt to philofophize upon the works of the devil,
there is nothiag but confution pre!ents itlelf to cur com.deratlon,
it is all an indigeftzd heap of ruin, without order or likenefs,

That tho’ my readers cur:clity would prompt him to enquire,
and vanity tempt me to analize, wildom would reprove us both.

Thus faid Solomon, that avhich is crosked cannot be made
firaight, and that which is avanting cannot be numbered. 1t I
fhould rifle an opinion like a bow fhot oft at a venture 1 would
fuppofe tha: the weal without hno wledge, was effeéted by an ad-
d:ets to the fenfes, without enlightening the underftanding : that
is by an aflzemblage of images, brcoded by mock crdinances,
deftitute of divine order, {pecialinfluence and a principle of true
Godlinefs, falcinating the human ferfes, and begetting theirown
likenefs in the bodies «nd minds of men, How fur Gaod may
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izfopan evil fymoaty o efiedl .’a commu tication of this zzency
iroia one to aro. neyp, 18 hard 1o deieciane #

Buatitis marzspam proSrble, the ac Ced molieshis wiy tocur
vezrt by the prer of {ym ‘-"“.',' a~cuday civine crdiadrers,
waich wppear confirudied Lo o fwer this pur;mie, fach as u-c}udy.
0oy and {enitsie 1 SRLEIINS the ene: ny pro. Tronny them W
s 0w pury: (40, COLE2ies e &b Tu ,u. WoTai 0, tu prouioie
by fv«n sathy (3 povierful contaginn) urels ":;..n of an allzaimce

ta tue v of MNawere, an 3 natiral € icem for divire reveiatior,
wni;:: rved ws abimp o ine ight of f‘igtuxc. Taz rmind and
baay of cou iL‘:{J\.a«” st :f\)rm"d inty 3 fucful fute of confu-

fion, the prelade of that 1egica where nething reigns but death
and ceflriction in the aDA.}'uf,t

Bu: with t..r e corjeClurvs ve wil notdetin, as an intaitive
knowledpe of 1he mv{‘ex) of 1:1qady, wosld nst be r;rt)f’ud’v»
cfany moruladvan.age.  Bus {=at Satan fhould  getan advan age
of us, by being i gnorant that it is a devige of hic, we fhall fa.
ther 1t upon Hxs agency. 1Uoar beides theevidences exhibited ina
the fyrpioms ot a cd_tﬁ"n, that he s a prineipal, urnder diving
permifiion; tae Scriptures fureleeing, have progh:ied thefle
things of L.r, tnat when they come to pals, we may know that
itis he.

1ft. We find it recorded, he fhould prophefy !:;Iﬂy, and thew
great {igns, and lviog worders, that as far as pofiinle, hefhou'd
mimic miractlous ererasions, o faaltion ni: diabolical purpoie,
aad that he fhceuld pr.z?t itz fo inyeatvufly, that he would, if
peiiicls, deccive the very ele€t; that they who havenot provea
their eleéion by their vocation, have reafen to fear —It 35 not
faid he thould work mir.cles, but that he fiould thew great ﬁg
however they are Lat a thow, cither he im «’(;xya lpoH mens’ creo
dulity by faif: narratives, or daczives their fenfes by tricks of
legerdemain, or art oi vwna 1om, us thz maoicicas of Egypr,
by their enchartments all uncer the pretences of Zoing guod. —
, But Satan adts meft rrlfc’*eV;cus, wien he apzears an angel of
L'ght. The color of the greawtt good, is the cover of the
geeateit evil,

Hlc could perforate Samuel {0 ingenioufly, that many divines
thirk to this cay that 1t was the Lord’s prophst f{ent from the
dead ; and his adlrefs produced fimilar effes, had Saul feil

* o jbun the appearance of danger, let bim tiat fears the word
of the Lord chey the veice of Fis oniy Son—if tiey /bat’//hy unto
yeou, bebold Fe i the defart, gn not forth 5 your fhreugth s fuft
Sl Bebold be is in tie fecret chambers, believe 1t not, sor 146
Devil is a iiar from toe beg zn/11:16.
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fraightwav cll along on the Farth, and was fore afiaid, becaufe
of bisavords, ard thcre was no flrength in him,

2d Their mode of regeneraticn 1san eviderce the progenitor
1s the father of decepiion 'There is nothirg. Chritt more piain!y
and peren.ptorily, wirh double afleverations declarcs, than the
neceflity of regeneraticn, venly, verily, 1 fay unto you except
a man be bern again he carnot enter the kingdom of Heaven.—
That he who prciends to believe any part of divine revelation,
1s forced to crecit this tefiimeny, but as the nature of it lies more
outof ight, the eremy rakes the advartage of the obfcurer part
to play his pranks. Iiad we a hundred mouths, a hurdred
tongues and irov lurgs, we could not decvpher how many vari-
ous whimfical, vain imaginaticrs he has flattered poor depraved
aninds to believe and reccive for found ccnverfien cr the new
birth; forinficad of Leirg born of his werd and fpirit, whichis
a principle of divine iife, {cnly known tc chele who reccive it)
ccnformed to the moro] perfeetions of its author, and all the pure
doftrires, government, worthip, and difcivline of his word as
its diftinguithing chara@eriftics. They will accept fome fhudders.
of a guiliy cornivierce for corvi€tion, and the flatteries of the
De: 1l for confolation, and terin the whole ~onfittuents of found.
conveshon, and mapy of thefe kave got to believe that they can,
fin o more. !

Cihers te account for thsir immeralities beirg confillent with.
their rew birth dony the work of fanétification, and maintain
that the difpciition to in mortality remains the fame cfier juftifica-
tior as before, but that their fins are never laid to their acccunt,
and o let them do what they will they canxnat fin, becaufe they
are born of God.

The mode at prefent which meets general approbation, is fall-
ing down into dead fits, one never prefcribed in divine writ.
Chrift did not come to deftroy the bedy, to fave the foul ; his
voice is not killing, but a quickening voice; what is life to the
fpirit. is marrow to the bones ; he does no violence for it is not
Jound in bis mouth to either foul or body.

Let us perufe the comparifon between the fpirit of truth, and
that of a delution, emblematizally exhibited in a vifion to Elij4h
the prophet: and behold tke word of the Lord came unio him,
and faid unto him, what doeft thou here E:ijah? and be faid, I
have been very j-alcus for the Lerd of Hofts, for the children of
Ifrael have forliken tay covenant, thrown down thy altars, and
flain thy pruphets with the {word, and 1, even i, am left, and
they feek my life, to take itawvay And he faid, go forth and
fland unrcn the mount before the Lord ; aaa behoia the Lord

pafl:d by, znd a great fkrong wind rent the mountain, and break
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in pieces the rocks before the Lord. butthe Lord was rot in the
wind ; and after the wied ancirthquake, but the Lerd was not
in the earthquake; and after the earthquakca fire, but the Lord
was not in the fire; and afier the Are a {till fmali voice—which
fpake unto him, what doeft rhou here Klij+h ?

Now as earthquake. wind and fire ar: emblematical of a dif-
orderly commozion, fuch as the Baalues’ confuied manner of
worfhip : the Lord was not in themn, but the tiil fina:l voice, or
word, which was maie flefli and dwelt among us, by which the
words were framed, s the alone power of God te falvation and
produces in the heart of kis chiidren, that comely maj:i:y which
ornaments them fir hic moral government, and makes them mezt
for the kingdom of heaven.

Thus thefe cdead fits prove themfelves to be the effe&t of fatani-
cal influence, inftead of found converfion

sdly. The boldnefs of the converts prove their progenitor.

We know that true religion will humbie and affcét dithdence,
more thar ~ny other qualification.

David, though a kiag of the higheft honcr, complained of his
bafhful countenance.

Chrifl himfelf was meel: and Jowly, and recommends himifelf
as a pattern: he {ays, tothe meek and iowly he will clearly teach
his way, and they thall find reft unto their foule.

Peter fays, the ornament of a meck and quizt {piritin the fight
of God, is of great price.  Burt to this man will I lock, who is
poor, and of a conirie {pirit, and trembleth a: my word.

None of all thefe lovely ornanents are tound abcut thofe mo-
dern profeffor:. It matters not how cob'cure their education—
how much or how littie their information (true grace excepted)—
whether they ..re male or female, cid or young—all aifiidence is
entirely removed, ac if they were a ftock or a ftone.

It 1s an cranament in 4 young or an old clergyman, who is call.
ed of Gud, and ordained to be his mouch to the people, to have
of Pauls fear and trembling, in the exccution of an ofhce, which
only deferves the name, wiien compared with the highelt of ull
other cornmifions. But here & lady lays afide ail her modefty,
the principal ornament cf her fcx, and in open ceharce ot the
divine interdition (:et you women keep filence ir the church,
for 1: is not permitted unro them to {peak, but they sre command-
ed to be under obedience : as alfo faith the law—If teey will
learn zny thing, let them afk their hvfbands at home, for it is a
fha.re for a woman to fpeak 12 the cnurch—And again fay: P wl
to Tim .thy, let the woman learn in filence with a:i fubjeénion,
for 1 fuffer not a woman to teach or to ufurp aughority over the

D2
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man, bat to be in filence) will in one hour afeer the falls into one
of thefe dead fits, be harrangucing an aflembly, ten times too
large for her voice to reach, where uinre will be ten or twenty
profcfled ciergymen.  To me it is an evidence, that fuch are
poficfied with fome familiar fpirit. and that church officers who
approve this conduét hiave no pzliation for their corrupiion, but
that hey are de'uded. But their addrefs proves the frunran cor-
rupt, forout of the abundarce of the heart the mouth fpeaketh.
T'hefe ex:ranrdinary revelations which fill them like bottles ready
to burit, are the moft awful blafphemies of that holy name which
Angels adore, ufed in the moft violent outrages that vehement
impetuofity can utter, with continued repetitions, rarely inter-
mingled with a word of good fenfe. The aftonifhed mualtiiude
are preflis g rcund the crators, with all ardent attention ealing
every word, as if their eternal all depended upon their irformati-
on, inftead ot conducting the Bedlamites to cloie confivement.
But it is painful 1o dwell upon this evidence of their incan.ation.

4th. But that Satan is leading the van, and glorying in his
trophies, in as much as fome of the fubjefls (not a few ) are juft-
ly charped with immoralities. of which their manner of cobabit-
ing, efford not only the maft powerful temptations to prattice,
but the moft favorable cpporiunities to fecret. Suppcie ten or
fifteen thoufand men and women, lying down at pieafure in open
wocds or contiguous barns, where fcsrce ore knows another,
and no man krows whether thole who lay next him were married
or fingle—and trofe who bedded together, never had, ror per-
haps never would again have perfonal acquaintanze ; the opgor-
tunity of intrigue could rot be more eficGually isid  He who
is acquainied with Human Nature, and the cerruptions of our
age, mull know, that fuch temptations weuld not be efrectually
rehtted. But it woula be happy we had no other evicence tor
cerfuring them—muliitaces cf our youth are ruined, effefluaily
ruined, and their families abivlutely difgraced, and now bewail
the woeful day they led their tcuder littie ones, to deliver them
up afacrifce to the enery.

When the children of lfrael travelled through the wilcernefs,
a trefpafs of this kind was punithed with death ; befides he fa-
milies were kept difiinct, each in their refpeétive tents, and un-
der the cye of parental authorivy.

When Elie’s fons made :he facrifice of the Lord, to be abhors
red by departing from the appuinted order, tiey foon fell a prey
to the above prattice, for they lay with the women who aflemubled
at the door of the iaberracle of the congregition—Let the guilty
¥ead their doom and ucmble,
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Tt has bYeen aremark, that {piritual adultery it almo? infeparz-
bly connected with natural, and therefore the Scripture c.lls there
by the fame name  They who pay wo refpedt io ¢ovenant ordi-
nances with the higheft powers, are not teo gored to break thro”
ftipulations of lefs moment; 2nd they who liv2 in the habit of
eicher, have not room to koatt of miraculous favor.

Now I know not how any perfon, in any ftation, could be per-
fetiy innccent in the fight of Gol, who orly cou:tenanced fo
loofe a government, and «xpofed religion to fo much ignominy.

X Symeprom of a delufionis. wnen we think we are {o holy
that we have no need to fall for ourflelves, but for others whom
we elett to glory, cut of the commoa mafs of the peopie,

This is a novel fcheme indeed. It is the firft time I have ever
heard of the author of our ruin, imitate the Redeemer in human
form, in {o high a tone, ge’ credit and receive homage for his
berevolence  The way he effeéted this bareficed apology was
thus : the firft time the fubje&ls of this revival fell into chefe dead
fics, they called ic (as the enemy made them believe it was) the
power of God unto falvation  And now they have experienced
fourd converfion, and a well grounded aflurarce. that their fins
are forgiven, and they firg praifes to Jetus Chnift, chat they are
delivered from guii and us demerit; bat to their great aftonith-
ment, they fell again «nd again, arnd being oppoied by others,
why they fell a fccond and tnird time, if they were converied
and their fins pardoned the firtt time? Bung pefll fled of a farher
in the art of deception, they replied, they had no necd to fall for
themfelves. bt for the peovle.  The apology goned credit, and
prefencdy we had hundreds o imitate their benign atch.evements.

My reader will excufe me from a further mmveltigation cf this
fymipcom, as the naked rccital exhibits abfuraiues futhicient to
convirce as wany as are not judicially given up to the prepoiler-
ous power of a ttrong delufion, and as an illufiration in the m’ld-
et terms that modeity coule diétate, would look more cenfiricvs
tihan a friead to publicans and finrers would with to be fourd.
1 {hall only aad, Lord have mercy upon the children of my peo-
ple, for rhey are grievoufly vexed with Devils.

Xt. Symprom of a delofion 1s, when perfe® confufi~n ape
pears good oruer  '[hefe worihippers, when out of their cwn
aflembiy, covceive that fuch a inmixture of employments carried
on at the fame ume, wichout order mu't be confufion; but they
te.i us waea thoy £o wio their aflembly, and ge: interefted ia
the e nplovment they can conccive no diforder.  There 15 no ra-
tional way 10 account for th's opruon, bat thar there 1s fuch a
perfect uniformity between the diforder obferved, and their con-
fufed minds, that they canno: perceive what is diforder,  Thus
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to an eye at a diftance from our earth. our orb would anpear in
rapii motion, butto a perfon on it, appears perfetly motionlefs,
I the works of God are declarative of his wifdom and pow-
er, by their order. 'Thae planets movein perfet unifon without
the thadow of deviation, and mutually govern each other, produ-
cing the bewtiful variety of feafons, eflencial to the prodution
of the vegewable creation, and the rourifament, and the health
~of theanimal. Nothing appears 10 us more {overeign than the
winds which appear to blow asthe 1ilt; it every breeze may be
accounted for as the effc@s of an orderly caufe, direéted by infi-
nite wifdom. There never was, nor never will be diforder, in
any of the wurks of God, but by the power of fin ; and in it there
never will be the thadow of good order, but entire ecofufion.

Now as order 1n creation 1s declarative of wifdom, and are the
beauties of creation, it is effential to the felicity of moraleagents,
God has eftablithed an orderly procefs of divine inftitutions in.
the ceconomy of redemption, to lead us from the confufion of fin,
to the order of perfe&t holinefs, and ratified them by the broad
feal of divine auhority, under the weighty fanéti n of eternal
life, or deach. ltis manifeft, +hata zealous profeflion of religion,
without due order, is not of a divine quality, but the power of
a fore delufion

Bst that our fiich may not reft in our wifdom, let us hear what
the laws of the houfe require, and we will find the one defined
and commended, the other defcribed and forbidden ; and that
God denies it as the operation of his {pirit.

Fartt, good order i< defined arnd commended—we have a de-
lightful vifibie demoniftration of it, in the majeitic oraer of the
childrea of Ifrael, in their tents, with their re{petive captains
ancd ftandards. They encamned round about the taberoacle of
the covenint. every one according tc order. To -he Eaft were
thofe of juda®. Zebulon, and Iffichar : to the Welt, were E-
phraim, Mariffah, and Bipjamin : to the South, were Reuben,
Simeon, aud Gad : and to the North, were Dia, Ather, and
Ne-utalia.  The Levites were diitnibuied round about ne taber-
nacle, nearerthe hol; place than the other tribes.

In the march of 1he army of l{rael, the tw:lve tribes were di-
vided in four grear hodies, each compo'ed of three tribss, under
thetr refpellive ftandards. The firlt waich was in the front of
thearmy wa: under che anlard of Ju:2h, I'ne ficoad uander
the ftandard of Reuben  h.twcen the {ccond and third bady of
wroups, came the Levites, and priefls, wiiatn: ark of the Lord,
the curtaivs, t planks, e pillars, and all the furnt.ure of the
tabernacle.  ‘T'he .-ird brdy of the army was uader Jhe ftandard
of Ephraim, The tourth and laft which brougat up the rear,
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wis under the flandard of Dan.  Bet there was di'l a more {ucred
order, to which we do well to take heed, as that whicn was re.
corded was for cur example. The tribe ¢f Levi, was divided
o four diitinét brarches, each feiin his o vnorder, and totheir
refpeCive employments. The Gorthonites thall pitch behind
thz tabernacle Weftward, and Kohaith Soutbword; Merari Noerthe-
ward, and Mofes and Aaroa went befsre, Ex Rwacd How pow-
erful to commund reverential awe was this prc usptmn !

Belides all this, thers was ftili a more fpeciai 2+l2r, in the mi-
niftrazion of the prielts in the holy fe:vice. every ore 1n his
courle (according to the goodly order shich Z -charias abierved)
Befides, obferve the minute order of :he conltruétion o f the ta-
bernacle, with a ftri¢t command to make all things accordinrv to
the pattern (hewn in the mount, and of the tcmpm of 33'omnn,
defcribed by GGod to David in a huly vifion: 2nd the minute de-
fcription of the true charch, in viiion to Ezckiel, purely to de-
fcribe thy neceflity and propriety of the comely orcer of his houfa,
in worfhip and gov¢ rnment.

Bat perhaps it may be alledged there is no neceflity for {o cere-
monious an order, under the New Tetament difpenfaiion. We
fhall examine : Paul fays to the Corinthian church, let all things
be dcne dciently and in order—And to his {on Tims, for this
caufeleft I thee at Crete, that thou thould f&# 74 order the things
thac are wanting, andordain elders in every city ; he exhorts the
Thef:lonian brethren to warn the unruly, as well as to comfort
the feeble mind=d'; the unruly were thofe who broke rank and
left their ftasion as foldiers in an army, and muaft be warned of
the conlequences

Buuif acharch will not n5fzrve the inftituted order of the houfe,
he commands the or lerly in the name of cur Lord Jefus Chrift,
to withdraw from ever, biother (chatis a real chriitian by pro-
fefion) tuat wakain diforderlv s for ye yourfeives know how
you ought to tol.ow us  for we behaved not ourlelves diforderly
animg vou. du: he give: pofitive and pointed orders to the dif-
order !y ‘ofteatatinus min:- ers of the Corinthin church who bred
confuficny, that two or thre? only thouid fpeak at one meeting,
and this 1a fucceflion, no sli at orce, and the oihers fhould exa-
mice and jusge what chey d-uvered. for although they boafted of
miracuious pitts (as all gifis are not faving grace) there wasa
propriety of trying their ipi-its  If a.y thi.g be revealed to any
other who fetceth by, let the firit h-1d his peace, for ye may all
projbely one by one, that all may !ca.n, and all be converted ;
and the (pirits of the prophets are fuhj2& to the prophets, that
is, the fpintual gifts they have lcaves tnem flill pofliiled of thewr
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reafan, and capable ¢f uling their judgment in the exercie o«
the m.
Liivice infpiratioes are not Lle the diabsiical pofl:flions of
tirathen priclts, vicierizud ungovernabie, 2n7 proeosng them
t> a&t as 1f they were bciice themfelves. 'I'he iran infpired by
ne {riric of God. may f:di 22 the man, an’ oblerve the rules of
LLiGrad craer, ordecercy in deliverirg his revelaticn,

Sccornd, we have ¢ order deferibed and forbidden. How 1s
it brethren every oneof vou hath a pflulm, hath a coétrine, hath
a tongue, hath a revelarion, hath an inverpreistion, this wasthe
confufion which was amarg them, wio theushr tiey were 1nfot-
red in the evareife of Cioir gifts, for which tiey were reproved
for oflentaticn, as they bad becn in the tiirteenth cheyter.

But they are more reprehenfible in adminifiering the Lord™s
fupper, than in prophefyirg. InthisT declare unto you, [ praife
you not, that ye come togeiher not for the betier, but for the
werie.  When ve come tegether therefore into one place, tais is
rot to eat che Lora’s fupper, for it partakes notning of the rature
cf it; for in ealing every one taketh before another, like Llie’s
fons, by ferce, hisown fupper; and cne is hungry, and another
is drunken. What have ye not houafes to eat and drinkin? cr
defpife ye the church of God? is it out of contempt ye do all
this} and ‘hame them that have not, viz. the poor, whom ye
negle&t? what thall I fay to you ? you are fond of adulation ;
fhall [ gratify ycu with praife in this? (God forbid) 1 praile
yeu not,

‘But finally, God difdains the patronige of {uch diforder, and
forever will: for did he avow it, we muit have romantic opinisns
of his diviae perfeltions; and that he was aitogether fuch as oar-
fclves, and did approve our fins. 1t is added, God is not the
author of confufion great, tumult or unquieinefs, but of peace in
all the churches of the faints. Now | ey wiin a divine warrant,
that to believe that perfet confufion, oran entire departure from
the means of grace, is good order, and will meet wit divine ap-
probation 1is a doleful fym~tom of delufion, and muit cenvince
one coming into their aflembly, that they were mad rather than
devout,

Xil. Symprou of a delufion is, when our religion never
tends to {anétify (he heart, aad only fora time, dimunithes our
exterral immoralities, which wiil revoive, becaufe the root is
ftill alive, and the religion withouc a vital principle of true God-
linefs.

Thisis a moft dangerous difeafe, and hath flain its tens of thou-
fards. Hirod heard john gladly, and did many things ; but be.
caufe he was honeftly reproved for his illegal alliance with his
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brother’s wife, which brought his fins to his remnembrance, and
marred his carnal pleafures, he revenged the twirgesof his guilty
confcience upon the honorable Harbinger of the king of kings,
by cafting him into prifon.

And becaufe the penalty was too light in the eyes of the of-
fendcd miftrels, heis beheaded in the prifon, and his head prz-
fcated 1na charger, that their eyes which could not be gratified
with impure delight, might feaft on the viltim of their furious
rage.

When convi€lions are confrued coaverficn, and the culprit
thinks himfeif under fomz cobligation to the {on of man for his
deliverance, Cain like, hz will mcke an ack“nwle;gwent by a
facrifice of fome of his weonted pleafizes, and a reforin in ils prace.
tice, to entitle him to the favor of heaven; and the name of a
chriftian among men ; his aitions ure materially gocd, and fuch
as the world cannot condemn ; his profefiion may be fair and found
according to his education, or ;h» natural bias ke has to his
conneflions, and hi: joy: i1 hop2s of heaven, asif he ta.icd the
g\od word of God and the v’e:ﬁms of the world to come. But
ala- ! whilc he'c dreaming of heaven, and obialning credit in the
ckurcn, the root of fin, which had ocly loit the top 1},routs again,
and like pruned trees, the laft growtn is more ranid than tae nrit ;
and the rcct beirg more deeply fertied, his lat flate is more
dangerous than the firit. ThP enemy finds the houfe fwept, and
garnilied wiih a righieculnels inidcquaie for ats defence. e
takes with him feven more vilz than hirfelf, ard tempts him to
deeds which would have cenvinced him thac he was a finner, and
made him tremble ke r'eizx.  Now ke has no other reivluiion
for his procefs, but thattiz prophe:s are mad, the bibie a fuble,
and all religion a vain delulion ; for who can go lariner than he
has done, and he hias fouad ta his own {atistaction tasi ull religi-
ous profciﬁon is a farcz,

He has made ithis intereft that there thould be no reality in di-
vine record, and every reinforcement he can coilett from lord
Herbert, of Cherbury, H)bba, B‘u:., .;aﬂf‘oary, Collins,
Woolfton, Tiadel, Morgan, give {:ring to liceniious pleature,
and har him agaiaft the pewer of convicticn,

suffer me to clofe this latt { {ympton: ta the fpirit of meeknes,
and the pure fpiriz of leve; tor although I have focke againft

ny fon hgnraxm. I coearnzitiy remember him flill, by affuring,
thac all thofe enthafiallical coavictions, orungaverznahle revivals,
are the deep laid policy of wiiy devils, who fitin h'gh places,
or facred temples, to work the chilaren of men to the tremendous
gulph of final impenitence ; and i1f you will examize the product
you will find the fruits of Sodom, and grapes of Gemorrah—wit-
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mefs the inveterate deifm which fucceeded the reverizs, in part of
the New Eagland ftates and ellewhere, in the prefent century.

“’.—-

T he resemblance and distinctions, between Religion
and Lelusion.

We come now to take another view of the fubje®, and in or.
der to enjoy light 2nd thun the horrid reproach, that we are ene-
mies toall rel.gion; we purpo’e to fet up truth in contratt with
zrror, that we may read the blefling put upon K. Gerizim and
the curfe npon M. Ebal.

And firft it muft be oblerved there is nothing in religion but
may be fo nearly aped thatit is impcihible to dutinguith the real
from the nominal difciples ; the facred yenman did notarrogate
the office the father exclufively committed to the fon.

Buat we have fuch -ifcrimination in divine record, as may ena-
ble us to charallerife beth, and cnztble us to know fomething of
ourftlves.

I, They are both convifted of fin. Now conviétions differ,
both in quality and degree, according tothe caufe. Every caufe
produces its own efet; and thofe are infirumental, and efficient
et the fame caufe will by differen: operations produce different
eff: s,

The inftrumental caufe of conviftion is the law, by the law is
the knowledge of fin. 1 had not known fin bat by the law : but
the law itfelf is not fuflicient without the judge of the law, Now
the {pirit of truth is the efficient caufe, who operates by and with
the law, and when he is come he will reprove the world of fin—
becaufe the prince of this world is judged, this conviétion as com-
ing from an abfolute judge, would unlefs foothed by a falfe hope
immediately terminate in black defpair. But as this would ex-
pedize ; dgment before the tire, God has fuftered them to enjoy
a falle hope, founded upon a miftaken knowledge of the gofpel.
The quality, power and efficacy of thefe convitions differ no-
thirg from the convittion of the finally conderaned, but they
differ in degrees of mifery, becaufe the former is fupported by a
groundlefs hope From the general report of the glad tidings,
which kave goae forth unto the world’s end, Pagans, Mahome-
tans, &c. have formed a belief that God may be pacified by a-
tonement ; and thence arofe all the facrifices found in the heathea
mythology. which1s a corruption of the true religion ; and thence
arole ali «he idolatrous worthip and zealous fuperfiition found ia
Chrifierdem.  But this fatal miftake is not confined 1o nations,
ancient or modern, who only erjoy a traditinary iwilight of
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this benign {alvation but it pofiefles its dzlufive irfluence, inthe
nidit of the maft enlightened branchas of Chritt’s viiivle Church,
and forms no fmail part of our Carithan profetlors.

They ¢rjov the word and ordinancss : they enjoy the law, in
the hard of a rizhteous judge, powerfal to eff:(t convi@tion of
511, or confcirulnefs of guilt; and that without an atonement,
they mud vorith forever. .

Bu: becaufe tney know fiom ihe Scrioture, that God is in

- Chrift, reconciling the world to him{elf, not imputing their fins ;

this hiftorical information, quiess their fears ; and 1a their jucg.
mert they are perfetly fafe, they have had found conv:rian.

But let us examine wherein the truly convinced, refeinble the
above profeflors— Chey are inftrumentally convinced by the fame
law, they are efficiently convinced by the fame jidge; and the
eif:&s thus far, vnill be perfectly fimilar; bus the sifterence lies
here, when the judge by the law has convitted of fin, he divefts
hinfelf of his judicial robe, and officiates his mediatorial othices,
and as a propnet, makes known the will of God, and as a prictt,
-reveais himfelf their atoneing facrifice, and as a king, redeens
them from ander the law, and all its penalties; teaderly binds
up the wounds, and irrefiftably coavinces them, that he is
not a general Savicur ; but their furety for gond, and that he has
pledged his faithfulnefs, his grace fhall be fufiziznt for them :
and now his conviétions differ, not cnly in degree, but quality,
and will produce very diterent cficCts. The cne may have the
empty form of Godlinefs for a time—the other will inherit both
form and power forever.

2d. Lhere is a refemblance and diffin&ion, awith refpe to the
article of Faith.

Tae fimple at of believing, abftrallly confid=red, admits of
no definition, more than a fimple idea, and is common to all
rational beings, Men and Angsls, gocd and bad. But taken in
a rclative fenfe, differ ad infritum, and may be copioully difs

- <riminated.

Elect Angels, and the fpirits of jut Men made perfett, in the
divine image, in kaowledge, rightcoulnefs and true holinefs,
believe in the moral perfettions of God. by an iatuitive im-
meadiate percepti  -f the divine prefence, independent of tefti-
mony or ratiocir .- ., Depraved minds, who have loft the di-
vine image, and n:ave no moral power arifing from inna.e princi-
ple, but are left under the influence of Nuture’s law and light ;
they believe juft as far as the evidence arifing from Nature’s aid
enabies them ; by it they may believe there is one Supreme Crea.
ter and Governor ; that there is an immutable difkin&ticn be-

E
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tween mora! zood und evil, and that they are amenable; but
have no teft for holinefs or the knowledge of it, further than what
is negative and viiible.

Jow enthufiafts can advance no farther Heavenward by Na-
ture’s aid. For although they be convinced that a chief good,
which includes deliverance from all evil, and the erernal fruiticen
of all good does not confift in riches, as they are deficient in their
promifes, and the difappcintment attended with vexation. Nor -
in worldly honor, which confifts chiefly in the imagination of
others—Nor does thz enjoyment of them make us better or fafer
—Nor bodily pleafures as they oppofe our honor or intereft—Nor
knowledge which cannot defend us from evil, make us virtuous
or happy, or is it certain to remain with us, nor in virtue, al-
though it makes the mind better and renders us more ufeful. It
does not exempt us from many difafters internal or external. Ged
only can amount to an objeét fo great, thefe confiderations, &c.
with impreflions arifing from an hiftorical account in divine writ,
&c. may work upon their paflions, fuch as love, hatred, joy,
grief, hepe, fear, wonder and aftonithment, into the higheft
pitch of pathetic lively emotions, until the foul is in a fit of enthu-
fiaftic raptures, but like liquor once fermented becomes vapid
and can never undergo the fame procefs when they work them-
felves out, they fall into a ftate of apathy, and it is impofiible to
rerew them, their laft ftate is worfe than the firft. . |

But true faith differs wide from the above in principle and prac-
tice.

Tkey are not alone bone of his bone. and fleth of his flefh born
of his mother, but they are one {pirit, and enjoy unity with him
in his perfonality, as his perfonality is in union with his father,
and fo have the power of Chrift dwelling in them,

‘That although they are not eqtal with Angels and Saints in
glory conftitutionally to aét faith in God intuitively, being as yet
allied to depravity, all things with them at beft is that part.—
Yet in part, or in proportion, to their new man, now inirnfancy,
they are conftitutionally holy, and partake of the principle ofan
intuitive faith, yet dependant upon the ftaff of promife and the

lafs of ordinance to make their journey to the land afar off —

he diftintions, may be briefly ftated thus—The former derive
ail their faith, and centre all their dependence upon their paffions,
excited as above ; the latter derive their power of believing from
Chrift their head, as the infeperable refult of their union, and
centre their dependance upon his righteoufnefs, forgetiing all -
that is theirs, good and bad in point of juftification.

~ The former feel the moft lively emotions by the preaching of
the terrors of the law : the latter are more powerfully excited by
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the preaching of the gofpel. The more lively the former are ex-
cited, the more dangerous of a {peedy termination in open infi-
delity : the more lively the latter, the more rapid their progrefs
in holmels, and the fooner matured to reft from their labor,
where their works fhall follow them.

3d. The refemblance and diftinction between Religion and delu-
fion, in the inftituted ordinances of Grace,

But fisft let us caft our eyes over thefe falutary paftures or fra-
grant gardens where apples of gold, and fiagons of wine are laid
up in Rore for his beloved ; Adum’s paradife was never fought
with equal abundance of fovereign food, the very leaves are for
medicine, aud heal nations. They are as pleafant to the eye as
fweet to the tafle. 'They are lifeto the foul, grace to the neck
and marrow to the bones. They who inhabit thefe bowers fhall
grow like the willows by water courles, like God knowing good
and fhunniag evil. _

The king’s garden is amply ftored with a complete affortment,
that wherever we turn our eye we meet with fomething frefh ;
blefied with the dues of heaven all mature, yet never fubjett to
wither or decay : the chafie maidens are fent by wifdom to iavite
travellers to éat of his bread and drink of the wine the has mingz.
led. Eat O friends, yea drink abundantly O beloved. Here 13
meet indeed and drink indeed, and he who pariakes fhall never
thirft nor hunger more, but hath eternal life dwelling in him —
Here is an apartnent for the folitary, there isanother for the fo-
cial ; her€ is a fcene of occafional delight, and there is another
of a ftated order; here are found the illuftrious monuments of
antiquity, fome of which ere fallen into decay, others from the
purity of their ma:ter fhall never grow old, but are as good for
food and defirable to make one wife. as the day they were firft
ordained. Others of modern ftruture, to prove the hufband-
man has not forgot his garden. Tnefe are principally defigned
toreconmend the former. Here is fruit common to {aints aand
finners, and food for faints on!y. Here are birth and wedlock
chambers, where the king’s daughters celebrate with nuptial
joys the eternal union with the prince of princes, who endows
his bride with all the immortal graces of an urcreated kingdom,
with all the perfeétions natural and moral pertaining to the Lord
of all things, who bears the government on his thoulders and
holds the keys of death and hell. All thefe are only portals o
the city that hath foundations in heaven. .

Candid reader let us take a walk in this garden. I thall as
God fhall enable point out to you fome of their refpeive virtues,

The firt falutary entertainment, is the perufal of the facred
volume diQated by the pen of infpiration, like the water in E-
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zekiel’s vifion, it is ingenionfly calcilated for new beginners ;
firt fhellow, bat every recd yeu meafure it g;oue deeper, unul
the foul is fwallcwed 1n the cryflal fireams of Life immorts]. —
The firft contains theirterefiing hiftory of cur erigiraiion, of the
rife and growth of naiicrs ; then the peculiar care of heaven 1o
the chofen famlly, who go for'b ard grow up befere him as li-
ving witnefles, that their amiabte v ell ordered ftatutes by which
they are mganfztd are zll from above, ord infiritely excellent,
ard excer in beau'y, and powerto confuinmare beatitude. They .
have with them Mcies, Aaron, Jufhua, Szruczl and David, with
all the Lord’s Prielts and Propheis, to minifier to then in holy
things, and teach them how to oveicorse this world and poffels
a better.

You have here the rrediftion and literal accomplithment of the:
facred biography of )u\r tie Son of Gud in our nature; his ac-
tive and pzffive obedierce; his dofirine povernment, werfhip
and dlﬁ:lpm e, and his trlumr:f ant atlent to iImmoriai giory. Yeu
have here the valiant zéls of his apoiiles, maiter workmen build
ing a temple, which bs‘yond ccmparifen outvied all the glorics
of Sclomen’s wender of the world, You have here the deep
things of God contzincd in the facred epiftles to the refpeflive
churches, opering up the treafures which the wifldom of the world
couwid never difcover.  You have here the fcene clofed with the
revelztion of jol.n the divine, which ferves 25 a perfpeltive glafs
with which you may view the cxtenfive mcvemenss of church
and ftate, which are, which were, and which fhall be hereafier,
in time and eterrity,

But the Lord of the harveft will not weary his laborers with
continual readiag. Here is another apartment, where ike fludent
may recline for meditation. Here ke may clofe the bock and.
glance his eye gver the fplendid entertainment, as a diftant huf-
bandman with facility calls to remembrance his promifes, with
all their order and contents as though prefent,

This will tend to rivet the fubje&t deep in the memory, and
by the blefling « "his divire prelence, engrave them deep upon
the heart ; and anfwer the iniended purpofe of transforming him
into (ke divine image.

But t~ cunfummate his felicity, there is another apartment in- J
fliuted by the matler flill more powerful than the former. Here |
ftands a venerable prielt of the moft high God, fraught with an
exterfive knowledge of all the contents found written in his werd
miflioned by divine autherity, to open, expound and apply the
unfearchable riches of God, withall the pathes of divine elocu-
tion, giving life to the dead letter, and rendering it the power:
of God unto falvation. They who receive his truth receive him.



53

who fent him, and here they dwell in urity. This apartmem
outvies the beauties of rature and art for u:i*irv and delight —
How amiable are thy tabernacles O Liord of Hoils, yea in that
place 1 do delight where doth thine Lonor dwell.

But we muft not tarry at this mount. Arother inflivte of
Heaven is a religicus conference of all thefz things zccomplifhed
at Jerufelem, and tneir aprendages before and fince.  The de-
fign of this apartment is to make thefe firange things more fami.
liar, and comfort one another with the edifyirg topics of com-
munion, fuch as will make kindred fouls imbibe the lambent
flame. And they faid one to anoiher, did nrct ovr Geart burn
within us, while he taiked with us by the way. and while he oper-
ed to us the fcriptures. By thefe pleafint interviews we are en.
couraged under the wearifome nights and cays of cur tedious pil-
grimage, and patiently wait the coming of the bridegrrom,

But the company of the moft excrllent Saints or Angels will
not fatiate their {ublime demands. There is anciher 2partment
where they may fcaft to the full, far from th: fightcf mertal eye.
'T'ne believer muft be with hit God, and witha freedom zttained
by the power of grace: he come wih holy boldnefs ; ke knocks
with importunate violence. Who is this that engages his heart to
approach unto @' faith the Lord 7 It is I, mcft Gracious, I be-
fecch tree fhow me thy glory. He weeps and makes fapplica.
tion; like a prince he wreilles ;- like a God he prevail:—Ha
feels as though he could take Heaven at a dravght—H-lorgs for
the werd getup and die; that he may no longer be abfent, but
prefent with the Lord which is far better. T'he kirp can with.
hold no gnod ; what is afked is received, and much more which
“is too fublime to be thought cf.

But in this arbour of delight the believer muft not tzrry.  Tlie
winter is paft, the rainis over and gone. The time of the fing-
ing of birds is ceme. He muft go forth and join the lovely choir
who celebrate his praife. Here are forgs of Zicn divirely in-
flituted, to aflua’ . all forrow and expreis the eflence of joy, too
refined to be uttered, but with melody from Heaven But what
do I hear—1I have fought him but + found him no-; [ called vp-
on htm, but he gave me ro anfwer O benwer, there 1s an
Achan in the camp. Hsﬁ thov eaten of the tree whereof [ com-
riranded thee that thou thouidft not eat? There is anocher apart.
ment for thee, and thither thou muft retire, for thou =gt unclean.
Tt 1stime 10 «fli€t thy foul win fafting . 2nd exa.: inc1hyfelf with
chattifement, and repcat in fackclo-h and afhes. My ion give,
I pray chee glory to che Lerd Gea e Ifrael, and make confef-
fion uato hin.. Theretore alfc r.ow {aith the Lord, turn ye even

| Ez
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to me, with ail your heart, and with fafling and weeping, ard
with mourning, and rend your heart and not your garments, and
turn unto the Lord your God ; for he is gracious and merciful,
flow to anger, and of great kindnefs, and repenteth him of the
evil Do you want fpecial favor ? Faft with Daniel. Would
you enter into clofe communion? Keep the hcly days of expia-
tion, doing no fervile work, partaking of ro fenfual pleafure,
even fuch as will be lawful, Faft with Efther, that chou mayeit
obtain favor in the eyes of the king. Artthou grievoufly vexed
with devils? This kind goeth not out, but by prayer ard fafting.
The days fhall come when the bridegroom fhall be taken away
from them, and then fhall they faft in thofe days. This apart-
ment, O believer, is happily fravght with a fovereign remedy
againft the love of this prefent world and flethly lufts, which war
againft the foul, and often entangles Zion’s travellers. But wo-
man, why weepcft thou, whom feekeft thou? Though hecanfe
grief, he will not caft off forever. Thy fears, ard fafts, to af-
flict thy foul, fha!l be turned :nto joy. Blefled are they that
mourn ; for they fhall be comfcrted. They who fow in tears
muft reap in joy. The maiter is come and calleth for thee.—
Behold I bave prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fatlings are
killed, and all things are ready ; come unto the marriage., Iam
come to invite thee to the marriage fupper of the Lamb; and
the kirg will not be feated, until thou art prefent to fit at bis
right hand, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved ; underfl2zd thefe
gracious words: With defire he defires to eat with you—and
drink new wine with ycu in the kingdom of his father, that the
marriage contra&t may be rexewcd, and frefh tckens of conjugal
affe@ion diftributed ; a crown of twelve fiars await thy head ;
white reiment, garments of wrought geld, yea, a clothing of the
fun, to cover the fhame of thy nakednefs ; he muft be fet as a
feal on thine arm, upon thy heart ; becaufe love is ftronger than
death, and jealoufy cruel as the grave; rings awaitthy hards for
tckens of power and truft, and fhoes upon thy feet, that nothin
may offend ; the whole a prelude of the king’s good pleafure.
But turny afide, O-believer, ard you will find arother apart-
ment, crouded with the king’s daughters, going forth with ta.
brets and harps, in the dances of thofe who made merry; and
their fong is, we do give thanks unto thee, we do give thanks
unto thee, who haft waltied us in thine own blood, and redeen.ed
us from all nations, from death and hell. Thou art worthy to
receive honcr and power atd praife. Now there is a refemblarce
ard diftin@lion in the occupancy of thefe inftituted ordinances,
between the truly religious, and the deluded, Firft, they have
both equal power of formerly complying with all thele we have
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mentioned, and in this light, have been fo nicely occupied, that
the fkill of men could not diftinguith between the wife and the
foclith virgins. But the difference lies here : the former is at
home and in his own element, and knows by experiment the ge-
nuine {pirit of the good things. communicated in thofe mediums
fo wisely conffyu&ed; the latter is an alien, and knows not what
thefe things mean. If our gofpel be hid, it is hid from thofe
that are loft Thus, as foon might the fith live without water,
or the birds fly without air, as the former can live without fome
apartment in the facred Garden of delight.

The latter, for mercenary purpofes, may (like Doeg) be de-
tained before the Lord, and may be delighted with external order,
as no other aflembly ever prefented fo many commendzbie beau-
ties as a well organized church, even to a natural zye. But their
hearts are far off, and their {rrvice an abomination. He cannot
bear with their many prayers ; and their many fongs are a wea-
rinef{s unto him.

The former are confciexniioufly attentive to improve every jot
and tittle, known or unknown, that bears his image or fuper-
fcription.  The latter can exchange them for adulterated imita-
tions ; itke the hireling who cares not for the flock, as form is
nis higheft attainment, it is a matter of indifference whether itis
divine or human. He will leave thefe things to contraéted bi.
gots to litigate, and blefs God for the liberty of his con{cience ;
he can ufe any thing. If the devil will, by his political emiilaa
ries, fet up his threfholds by Chrift’s thretholds, and his pofts
by his poits, and iift the great ones of the earth tc give him pa-
tronage, he will readily bow (o the fame image, to avoid the
perfecution and reproach which thofe to whom God has given
the werd of truth are fubje@ ; he will turn heretic and betray his
fellow worfhippers, whom he lately impofed upon, and who,
like David with Ahitophel, had taken fweet counfel, going up’
to the houfe of the Lord, butis now fo outrageous as to feek their
deflru&tion, and would rather hang than not {icceed in his ma-
lignant enterprifc ; and if he fhould, would rather meet the fate
ot Judas, than furvive under the ponderous load of an awakened
conicierce.

4th. There is a refemblance, and difiiniions to be obferved of
the aforefaid charafers, upon a death bed.

1t the delufion has got into its laft ftage, viz. infidelity, he
may die as hardened ard as fullen as an ox at the flaughter; for
no other line couls have betier qualified him to e in a (tate be-
yond the reach of convition. But if he is {eized by death be-
fore his delufion has expended itfelf, he may die with all the
aflurance of happinefs in which he jived; for ihere is vothing
in death to fhake his conicience more than in healih,
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It is not fo witha ratural or artificial deift ; that is onz who
has labored hard 15 ftifle the convi€ions which arife from natore’s
light, Scripture and Corfcience.  Thefe may rally at the prof-
pett of death, and come on like a man dmzbly armed, and fre-
quently do, and if they have time for refle€tion, we rarely find
them fail ; thatalthough the Church has been peftered with their
heroic bravadons, they are the moft cowardly people on earth to
meet with death, and bring their boafted fyitem to the teft. In.
decd they are to be excufed in this, for it is the moft rationat
part of their cordu&.

But not fo wich the man under an cfficacicus deception—-his
confcience is c¢alm and f{crene—he inzy die with the words of
Agag, furely the bitternefs of deatls is paff.  They have no hands
in their death. In this they retemble the believer, who appears
to have no advantage of them ; for his fun may 2ppear to fet un-
der a cloud, and he be found cemplaining bitterly, avhy baft thow
Sorfaken me ?° or be may die in the triumph of fiith, finging O
death where is thy lting, O grave where is thy vi&ory?

Thus there may be a perfef§ refe nblance between them in death,
as to all vifible appearance ; but the differerce lies concealed —
Tbe former refts all his hope upon his experience, calling to-
mind the time and place, when and where he got his hope, his
aflfurance, how unb'ameably he lived, how exemplary his con-
du&, how benevolent and charitable he had been to the church-
and the poor. and how horett in his dealings, how high'he is as
afaint in the eyes of his furvivors, how much honor be will re~
ceive by a funeral] fermon, when dead and half buried, &c.

But would you pry into the heart of a believer upon his death
bed, there you would difcover aro:her {pirit, as diftinét as hea-
ven is from hell. As to dependence he has lumped all his a&i-
ons, good ar.d bad, having counted them one by one, to find out
their namber; and hanng found not one to recommend him in
the whole, he cafts them into the draught as drofs and dung, nei-
ther trufting the one, nor fearing the other. Eic forgels all thag -
is paft, and fixes his eye on the man Jefus, who laid down his"
life an atorement fcr the fins of his foul ; he relies abftratly on-
the merit of his perfonal cbedience and prcvalcn: interceflions, as
his furety for good, and gives up the ghoft with the words of
David and David’s Lord, Father into thy hands I commit my:

‘@irit.
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AN ADDRESS TO
DELUDLED CHARACTERS.

THOSE you term Deluded Charadlers, with to kear no more
of your iinpertinent infolence-—thev heps you wii not proceey
to add infultte irjury.  dtis infui-rably arrcgant in you, zfier
the violerce you rave cffered © eur ficieg., to ¢ffzme the au-
thority of a divine, and ihe affediion of u f.. ~her, to intrude your
addrefc uron us as if flefb and biced cou'd bear any tmre. Your

arguege berokens your difeafe is dangerovs—youn necc the phy-
hcmr-—-pl*yﬁoan fave thyfiif; we wiib for no fuch Jdoétors—
vour medicine is poifon—cur foal losthes your phrrmacam,
Diftempered minds mufl rot be indulged— ey are rot 1 think
for themfelves, their friends muft inerpofe. Woull rhe man
make us believe we have loft our reafon, and pretead to realon
with us ? Your reafon is corrupr: yeur wills perverfe: your af-
feCtions forbid. Whatever we are, it is not your concern: to
car own malter we ftand or fall; and who art thou why judgeit
ancther man’s fervant? Your M.xer, my Ma‘ter ha: fent me to
deliver his meflage, whether you will hear —We will not hear;
the Lord never fent you on {ach angrrani: wherei: your autho-
rity ? [ (hall read it t5 you: thus thait theu fay unro the children
of I{-ael : I AM, hath fent me unto you Ay o her man may
ciaim the fameauthority, EDut [ /h:ll{hew youa fiza. Le: wiclz.
ed and adulierous generations {~ek akter figns; vany falfz teach-
ers fiew falle figns 2and lying wonders, and decz vemmny ; and
upon your own principles we have beendeccived already I am
your friend : I feek noihing but your interefl.  We believe you
not; your figns of frieadibip are arrogance and infolence. [
have a cordm to remrve thy fpleen  Well, do proceed, that we
may be done with your meflage, for you are a wearinefs unto us.

In what light did the Redeenier view our guilty world ? by
nature and practice devils incarpate: black enmiiy in the ah.
ftraét, fafcinaed with curfed idols, and dupes to the moft fordid
pleafure irexcrable to cur own intereit by a'l the power of
divine oexfuaﬁon—-Dld hedifplay his juit difpleafure by vengeance ?
No: Did he fhew you charity by indulgence? No ; he held a
council of the Trinity, with a cordial harmony of all hls perfec-
tions ; manifefting the infinite dignity of their natare, that he
might overcome cur enmity with love, which he excecdingly re.
commended, by giving his only Son, our Lord, out of his bo.
fom, to be made a curie for us who knew no fin; his love was
the moving caufe, our iniquitics the meritorious reafon why the
Godhead did infinitely more for us, than ever was done by God
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on any other coniideration, and he has enjoined it upen all his
fervan's 10 foliow his example, that fo much the more enmity is
extubited againlt them, fo much the more are they to manifeft
their love, and overcome eamity with love; and thus make
friends of fors T'he Jews out of envy and hatred, betrayed him
into the hands of {luncrs, who crucificd him, with every tcken
of the mat impla.able ennity and cpprobious contempt. Did’
he rexnember their malicious cruelty when hz arofe a conqueror «
death and hell 7 Yes; but it was to give fpecial command to his
apofiles, to go fisfl to the loft fheep of the houfe of Ifracl; go
offer them the water of life which gafhes from the rock they
have {inittn ; go offer them my blood, the only expiacion for
the facieq bleod they have fhed. It may be that fo unutterable
an expreflion of Divine love, may convince them that T am their
friend, and excize them to hatken to their own intereft. If we
as his ambaffadors in Chiift’s ftead, withthe fame fpirit, labour
to overcome ycur enmity ; doubtlefs we have his mark in our
forehead and this fhall be a fign unto you, that the Lord hath
fent us ; butas this admits of a doubt, becaufe the principle is’
invifible, heark<n to our meflage, it is as though God did be-
feech you by us, we pray you in Chriit’s ftead be ye reconciled
to Go?! I know you think you are; but will you only grant
there is a poflibility of adoubt in this matter.- If you refaie to
come to trial it is 2 dangerous {ymptom. He fays, < If ye love
me keep my commandments.”” Obedience is the teft of love:
difobedience the teft of enmity, Have you given {ufficient evi-
dence to believe you love him ? If you have, God forbid we
fhould intrude upen your feelings. If you have not, God forbid
we fhould let you alone, while there is hope concerning your
cafe. If you have obeyed the voice of the Lord, what means
this bleating of fheep, which God commanded to be deitroyed ?
Why thefe public teftimonies, that you have made nothing of
his word ? If you are truly reconciled to him from nature’s im.
plicable enmity, why exchange his eafy ycke for the galling iron
yoke of {piritual tyrants, who zealoufly affeét you bu: not well’
that ycu may affe@® them, who never fought your interett, but
their own gain ? Why exchange his light burthen for the griev-
ous burthen of thof« who would not touch them with one of their
fingers ? 1f he is your mafter, where is his fear? if your father,
where is his honor 7 In what fingle a&t have you evinced that
you love him ? Ye have gone away from all his ordinances, in
which alone he was to be found ; and robbed him of a!l implicit
obedience to his gracious precepts  1f ye are reconciled, why
difpenfe with his doftrine, government, worthip and difcipline ?
Why expofe yourfelves to his cenfure ? I have fomewhar againft’
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thee, becaufet*hou Laft there them that hold the do&trine—which
1 hate. Nay my fons, for it is no good report that 1 hear ye
make the Lord’s people to tranfgrefs. If one man fin againft
another, the judge fhall judge him; but if a man {in againft the
Lord, who fhall entreat for hia:? Itis nota worm like yourfelves,
ye put :0 grief—this is a Jight matter—He is no lefs a perfonage
than the author of our exiftence, and the founder of our falvation,
whofe dignity is defamed, whofe interpofition in the execution
of our redemption is nullified. If it will profit you any thing,
treat me as inexorably as Caridin did her lover.* Burt harken to
the bitter lamentation of oi:e who knows not how to give you up,
how to make you as Aihnoh, or fet at Zeboim. He complains,
who f{uflains heaven and earth by a word, that he is opprefled
under you, as a cart that is prefled under many fheaves, He
complains, weeping over your perithing fouls. 1f thou hadft
known, even thou, in this thy day, the things which belongs to
thy peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes. How often
would he have gathered thee as a hen gathers her brood, drip-
ping with wei and fhivering with cold, But you would not
harken to his pathetic complaint, to the filent heavens and the
dumb earth, more obedient than his chofen, his peculiar people:
Hcar, O heavens! and give ear, O earth! for the Lord hath
fpoken, I have nourithed up children, and they have rebelled
againft me + Harken ye mute heavens and dumb earth! was
ever forrow like my fcrrow ! 1 have nourifhed with my breaft of
gofpel ordinances, with the precious fruits brought forth by the
{un, and with precious things put furth by the moon, with the
precious things of the ancient meountains, and the precious things
of the lafting hills, with the precious things of the earth, and the
fulnefs thereof; I have offered them tne precious blood of the
everlalting coverant, and the bioken body of him who dwelt in
the buth, awith geod awill. But they have rebelled againft 'ne,
1 have educated them, ! have exalted them, ] have bore them
under my wings to honer, to a kingdom, to a holy naiion, and
put my comelinefs upun them, and they became of excellent re-
nown. But how fhall I publith my reproach ? my eremies will
rejoice, and blafpheme my holy name; but Oh! It cannot be
concealed : they were atham:d of me and my word, they have
crucified me afreth, put me to open fthame, and did defpite unto
the fpirit of grace; they have {ounded the trumpe:, Abfalom is
king—-we will not have David nor David’s Lird to reign over us,

[S

* Quid abferates auribus fundic preces ?
Non jaxa nydis furdiora nawitis, Hor. opE 18.
+ See likewse Dent. 7, 6,70 Ifa. 5. 1—=74
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"The ox Lnoweih his owner, and tte 25 bis mafer’s crib.=
The cx, tho:gh he knows he 15 defiined to labor, and expofed
to the goad, yzthe s oh{equious to his n.a'ier, and returns thanks
forlis tosd. Betmy people zre mere fierce than bulls, unac-
cuflomed v the yoke, more fiupid than afies. They do not know
——-ﬁ- ali kneviccge, wirhout the knowledge of e, 1s igrorance.
They corotaexvowledge, they do not care, o not underfiand,
o rotaninadvert, orconfider, or relith that they have been fed
ina plice f gooa pat ore; bot they have cad off God and his
tempic. 2s it with ar ther they would rather ieck their food;
they never f‘lf up thermicives to weigh the benefits of God; but
fte immerind in a Li2ess Rapor, he giwes himfell ro labor to un.
de:fard be h res of G,

Ab! fiful pas ton; p enple laden with iniquity, a feed of evil
doers, ctaldreu who sre corrupters 3 they have torfaken the Lord,
they bLave proveked the holy cne of lfrael to anger, they have
goue nway backward, let we excite youratiention to the divine
ccmdaini. T'beintwerjeétionah ! betckens in this place the depth
of iitrets, the cendoling or deploring anothers mifery. or an
exrlanution partiy fiem admiia oo, pa‘."liy fiom 1rdignation, as

b(,mmatmg our iniquity, a pevjie hicavy ‘aden with lmqmty —
As if he haa faic, he is heavy to (;od that divine patience, can-
not {ufiain any more,

Cr it prefents the charalter of one who wili foll under the griev.
cus and acracicus burden of his iniquity and labours not to ex-
tricate Limielf when belp i at hand, of one whe finks in deep
mire, or who nct alcne cffends by error and dotrine, cr fimply
for want of knowledge. But by a wilfel contumacy, a feed of
cvil doers w hofe fathers were wicked. Not only malicicus them-
felves, bur excite others to evii; they have forfzken the Lerd
and departed from his precepts, and worflipped faife Gods, and
gave themr honor to another rather than e, As if a flream fhould
delpifeits fountain. They have proveked the holy one of lrael
toanger. They blafpheme, irritate and ttir up all his wratk,
They Lave gone away backward Iike flubbern horfes which
draw backward inflead of forward, p.flefled of afullen wilful
contumscy which ne kinduefs can excite to duty, which meft
be cercuered by firange -o:ls, the feverc lath of his mafter’s
whip,

1f divine love difglayed with W'l the moft meoving compaflior
ef one {weating tears of bleed, will rever move your flubbern
recks 1o yicld to the ycke of his orcinarce, which 1s eafy, nor
the herthen of his repreach, which he would make to fitlight up-
on ycur fhoulders, fe~ing ycu weary cur patience human and di-
vige, alttough jou be bone ¢f my bere, and fefh of my flefh,
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I f.all without begging ytur permiffion, or without thewing any
itritated paflien, or further ceremony, declare the mafter’s mef-
fage in his name and by his authority, that'your damnatiot flumn-
bers no: ; death and hell follows the pale horfe—the lamb fhall
become the lion—1 will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of
her whelps, and will rend the caul of their heart, and there will
1 devour them like a lion; there fhall be none to deliver out of
my hands, there fhall be ro mediator for your falvation interced-
-ing with tears of blood.

Yes contumacicus finner, Icalled and you refufed, I ftretched
out my hand and no man regarded it—And you have fet at nought
all my councils, and would none of my reproof. I will laughat
your calamity, I will mock when your fear cometh as defclation,
and your deftru€tion as a whirlwind—Whea diftrefs and anguith
cometh upon you, then thall you call upor me but { will not
hear, I will not anfwer; you fhall feele me early but you fhall
net find me, for that you hated knowledge and did not choofe
the fear of the Lord. 'They would none of my councils, they
defrifed my reproof, therefore fhall they eat of the fruit of theiz
own way, and be filled with their own devices, for the turnin
away of the fimple fhall flay them, and the profperity of fools
fhall deitroy them. He will abundantly evince that it was your
intercft and not his gain that moved kim to fo much condefcenfi-
on, now he will tread you in his anger, and trample you in his
fary ; his garments fhall be {prinkled with your blood, for the
day of vengeance is in his heart: yes contumacious finner, he
will no longer bathe his brannithed fword of vengeance in the
bloody ‘bowels of his only begotten fon. It is deftined for other -
flaughter ; your foul and fpirit fhall become the awful vi&ims,

. and if it had fo much power in the green tree what will it have in
the dry, wken he fhall comre down upon the people of his curfe
to judgment; for it is the day of the Lord’s vengeance and the
ycar of recompence for the controverfy of Zion, Z%ou tookeff
wengeance of their inventions.

How coatumacious finner doft thou view that awful day when
+ the Lord Jefus fhall be revealed from Heavex with his mighty
Angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and obey not the goipe! of the Lord Jefus Chrit. If
you would not for thame have his word as a portion, take his
word for i, you fhall have a portion, but it fhall be the lake
which bur s with fire and brimftone, where the worm dieth not,
and the fir. is not quenched. If you will not meet him apon his
gracious lerms, preparcto meet him—I tremble, fir, what would
‘youhavr me t0 do? it is linl;“ you will do out of fear, if not
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prompted by faith and love. Dat if you muft perith, Iet me re-
commend you to perith between the horns of his altar. There
are fome things your daty as natural men, which God has put in
your power, -

Jacob’s children could put away their firange Gods, and the
Jews could put away their firange wive:, and they covenanted
and fwcte to perform it.

Thus you bave it in your power without {aving grace, thus far
to obey the voice of the Lord, to feparate yourfelves from an
1dol worfhip not commanded, and confequently forbidden, with
as much eafe as you can abftain from doizg violence to yous
neighbors property.* ,

But you have more than this in your power, and God demands
you to exercife the talents put in your hands, which you have the
fame natural power to perform, that Peter had to let down the
net at his mafter’s command, leaving all events to his difpofal.
And your difobedience becaufe of not knowing the event, will Be
attended with aggravations as much more heinous than his would
have been, as the value of your own fouls, exceed the value of a
craught of fith. That is to maintain the true form of Godlinefs,
or the form of found words, the inftituted means of grace.

Now nothing is more plain than that if this duty is neglected
wilfully, it is impoflible to pleafe him, for we are pofitively in-
formed that without faithit is impcflibl: to pleale him: now faith
1s purely the gift of God, and we are abfolutely dependent upon
God for this gift, and this is well orcered in the ccconomy of re-
demption, for there is nothing could make a man more obfequi-
ous than abfolute dependence ; but if he will not be pleafed with
us withcut occupying a grace wz never had in our power to ex-
ercife, how much more guilty inuft we be in his eye, if we will
not occupy the appointed means of obtaining it, which we have
fully in our power todo ? for as to natural power we are as able
to attend a pure church as an impure ose, which we know the
wickcdeft men upon earth will praétice,

" Would the advice of the man you efteem your enemy, or the
authority of that being you have treated as fuch, have any influ-
ence to excite you to do whrat can never offend your Judge at
whofe bar you ftand. As the firit ftep of reformation, take the
example of the Jews, Nehe. g & 10 chap. confels God’s good-
nefs and your own wickednels with fafting, with weeping and
~ fupplication, and enter into a covenant, thatthrough the power
of Almighty grace, you will carefully obferve all things which

o Though it muft be acknowlcdyed if you are under a judicial
delufion, you cannot fec an ¢vil in your efficacious deception,
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e h c-csmanded, neither alding thereunto, nor ciminifhing
ther. ©om, upon any prctext, wheiher of new revelaticns of the
fpirit, crtracitions of men. ] .

I you will not charge me with beirg offisious, or layinz a fnare
tc catangle you, 1 fhall take the liberiy of tendering the oath.—

1 do folemnly {xear by Almighty God, the fearcher of hearts,
tha: | never will countenar.ce, nor prattice any mode of workhip,
not found written in his word, although fan&ioned with cuitom,
aothotity, good intent, or whatever other pretext : and that |
fhall, as God may enable, make the Bible my principle ftudy,
and wiil counterance, encourage and endeavour to practice that
worfhip warrunted and defended by divine authority only; as
witnefs my haad.

el . G D 1 4% D 1O GEPE———e

AN ADDRESS 70 THE
TRULY RELIGIOUS.

1OV fuir and how pleafant art thou! O love fur delighte.
Thy beauty which exceeds created glory, has ~nraptured the
Kwmg of Kings I hcard him {ay of thee, thou haft ravithed my
heart. Heb, Thou haft unhearted me, that I have become hear:-
lefs wo every thing elfe, his deliglits were with tnee from of old,
from everlafling, which brought him from Heaven to earth, to
{=ck and Jave thec at the unfpeakable expence, not excluding the
complacercy he tukes i thee as his redeemed.

T'hou hali doves’ eyes, clezr and challe, humble, madeft snd
mournful, harmlels and incirenfive, having thy converfation in
the world, ir fimplicity and godly fincerity. ‘

‘Thy Lips are compared to a thread of fcarler, thy {peech is
comely, feafored with grace, good to the ule of edifying, which
is no {mall acquifition 1o the Carsiltian beauty. '

‘Thy cheeks are compared to a piece of 2 pomegranate within
thy locks.

A modeft bathful countenance, fufceptible of abluth, when no
one fees but God and conlcience, thy faich isas unthaken as king

-y
David’s tower, and lacks no armoury for the fisld of bartle.

‘Thy breatts are like two young roes that are twins ; fcriptures
old and new, feals firft and fecond, and minifters, norfing mo-
the:: a;-elrerfe&ly unifon as breafts of confolation to nourifh thee
to the full. :

Lheard thy bridegroom fay, he would retire to thy mountains -
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ef inyrrh, andthere make hisreficence until the day fhcald daw.r, .
and the thadows flre away.

Let us get up early *o the vinevards; Jct us fee if the vire
flourifh, whetherthe tender grapesappear, and the pemegranates
bud ferth,

Welceme, welcome ye falutary abodes of Liifs, ye verdant
fhade:, rever pencirated with (zherching reys, nor infected with

eftilencial 2ir: a retreat for weary travellers, aa aifylum fer the
faithful foldier, when Paul, the prifoncr ladea with chains for
tre hope cf Ifracl, efciped thipwreck with the life only, faw thy
plealant borers, his pious foul tharked God, his heroic fpirit
tock courage. Herethe weary reft from their labours. Here is
nothing to ofierd in all the holy mountain ; every thing is cal-
culated to afferd delight, & joys inexpicfiible and full of glory ;
thy light is the giory of God, lize unto a ftonc moft precious,
even like a Jafper, clear as cryflal.  Thy walls are great and
high, which {eparate beiween the pure and the impure, they ex-
clude thy encasies and fecure thy citizens, fuch is thy evangeli-
cal doftrire, great and jublime, precious and divine thy precepts -
and promifcs,

At thy twelve gates are twelve angelic apcfties who bear the
pames of the twclve tribes of [frael, the eleét feed of Abrahanm,
upon their breails, znd with their valiant worthies the patriarchs
and prophets, pointing outthe only way of admifion (which is
Chrift) and by true gofpel motives, colleCling the eleét feed from
the four winds of Heavea ; but further to beioken the invitation
indifcriminate, theccity ftarnds in quadrangular form, faging eve-
ry way like the arrmies of Ifrael. .

How fpacious the place of thy abode—height, length and
bread:h equal; each twelve thoufand furlenge, thy walls of Jafe
per, the city of pure gold like unto clear glafs. Thy fourda.
tions ars twelve ftones, elet precious, each fhining with their
refpe&ive graces and fpiritual fun@ions, toe dazzling to be read
at prefent. . . ] ' .

How falutary thy flowing river of life, equally proceeding
from the joint government of the Father and the Son, having all
the power and efficacy of Gedand Ehe Lamb., b.oth. for mﬁuenge
to fan&ify, and promcte order, fuited 1o his dignity and their

icity. . )
fellflozr aftonifhing illuftrious is the tree of life in the mid{t of the
fireet, and on either fide of the siver fiands a tree every where

refent, which bears her monthly fruit_s, the leaves are for the
healing of the rations. Blefled indeed is the order :)f thy goodly
government, and thrice kappy arethy fubjets uncer thy reign.
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Blefied inhabitants indeed, thy food and raiment are fent un*s
thec gratis, by the geod will of the kirz, whofe favor vou enjoy.
No Ambrofio or Me&:r, from Eden’s garden, equal thy fowing
cups of falvation. Nanna, angel’s {00d, never equailed thy ricn
fare ; thy fle(h is the feth of God, and thy drink the blood of
God. Pefiefied of an immorralizing quaiity, civine creziing
power, thou ari thereby maturing for a tranflation to mariiors
prepared for thee in Heaven. )

And fhzll thortly augment the innumerable multituce of the
{pirits of juft men made perfeft; thy inheritance made fure by a
covenant, and all things well ordéred, for the king hirpfelf is by
the bond of union, as well as thy dcor of commun:ch.

O Melibece Deus nobis h=c otia fecit.

O fir, our Ged beflowed this immortal, unfearchable. and une.
fpeakable glory of his good pleafure, o his altar we bring our
free will offering of thanks, ard with joy goup to pry our vows;
we glory to acknowledge that we 2re ab{oiute debtors to fovereign
grace, for ail we enjoy : it was reftored to us afier forizitare by
God’s unipeakszble gift the Lord Redeemer,

Indeed believer, 1 know ycu are bleffed, and that you have an
untion from the holy one, and nced not one to tcach another,
faying know the Lord, for ye all know him from the leaft to the
greateft. But becaufe the mafter has commanded, to flir up your
pure minds by wiy cof remembrance ; and upon the prefent cc-
cafion | havea {oocial meflage to deliver, be notalarmed if [ tcll
you, it is little lefs than a2 folemn fuwmmons from the coort of
heaven, in the hehalf of God’s only begotien ynur King who
ftands indifted for many things and is this day chnoxious to ail
tha. the malignant vibrating tongue of defamation can imagine ; -
they hLave delivered him up through envy, and nothing lefs can
fatiate their rage than crucifixion, and he has made choice of you,
as the workmanthip of hit grace, to witnefles for him, that he is
God, and that all his labor of love is worthy his divine charafer.
And as his charalter and life, officially fpeaking, in part de-
pends upon your teftimony declaring the truth and nothing but
the truth relative to the impeachted Redeemer—who is be, where
is he, that durft prefume in his heart to do fo. The adverfary
and enemy to your [.ord and Mafer, is this wicked world, who
owe their exiftence to his benignity and long fuffering patience.

Now chink not with yourfelves that thou (halt efcape, becaufe
thou art his queen and in the king’s houfe; for if thou altoge.
ther hold thy peace at this time, then (hall their enlargement and
deliverance rife from another quarter. The very flones fhall cry .
out, but thou and thy houfe fhall fuffer. And who knoweth:
whether thou art come to the kingdom for {uch a time as this,

F2
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Will you pleafe to read the bills of indi¢tment ? A fpecimen
of them I will,

I do avouch, maintain and am able to demonflrate from in-
conteftible evidence, that there is no fisft caufe of all things,
known by the name of God Almighty. Atheyf?.

Unitarian. 1acknowledge a firft caufe of all things known by
the name God, but am able to advance {ufiicient evidence from
the pure flandard of reafon, to prove there never was a fecond
perfon in the godhead, co-equal, co eflcatial and co-eterral.

Infidel. 1acknowlcdge one fupreme, but am able to maintain
arnd make it good from evidence which cannot be controverted,
that ke ncver demeaned himfelf to make known his will to any
of the human family by divine revelation, and that all men will
die like brates.

Ujurger. 1 do boldly affert that although he made this world
and thofe which are therein, yet he never demeaned himfelf to take
any reign cfgoveramentover them, norcognizance of their aQions.

Chriftian Deift. 1 do acknowledge one fupreme Father, Son
and Holy Ghoft ; and that Chrift the feccnd perfen, has given a
{yftem of laws, and cenfures and ordinances of grace: but they
are fo imperfett they fland in reed of amendment, to which I
am very willing as [ view it my cduty to lend my aiq.

Antinomian. 1 do acknowledge Chrift’s equality with the Fa-
ther, and that he bore our fias in his body upon the crofs, and
that through his mediaticn I expet to be feved ; bat as he-has
fulfilled all the law demands, he hes lefc me at perfet literty.

Legalii?. 1 do maintain that Chrift cied to put all men in 2
falvable ftate ; but entirely fufpended the'r falvation upon their
own volition, and {o he is but half as much of a Saviour as fome
maintain he is, and | am able to prove it.

Apoftate. There is not a man upon the fod knows more about
the man you cz!l jefus than myfelf; ! have gone through all the
reveries they call religion, with as much ze:l as any other man,
and I know to my certain knowledge it is all a hypocriiical farce;
for 1 am this day as happy in delaucheries as | ever was in the
Church.

Bloipbemer. 1am not a whit behind my brother who fpoke
]J2ft; tor | am as well convinced as if 1 had intuitive knowledge,
that the way he e@ablifhed his charaller and gained fo many fol-
lowers was by cafting out devils through Beelzebub the prince of
devils.

Thus I have read you a {pecimen of the indi®tmexts againft
your King, and ycu are called upon to defend his charatter.
And left peradventure through an overfight you might do him an
irjury inttead of a credit, I ihall prefent you with a feleCtion of
pruceniial rules,
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vt Rure. Exhibit toall meaa comely countenance, expref-
five of facred majefty, good courage and unthaken confidence,
guarded agaialt vain glory or hypocritical oftzntation. The enc-
my inlpefls your countenance more than you are aware of, and
reads in it much of your mind, if itis cat down like a bullruh,
or a {illy dove without a heart, or fomewhat ditorted ; they have
hard thoughts of your hutband, whom you repreleat at prefent,
and of your employment and reward, and will defame his cha.
rafter for one look of one of his many thoufands; if they find
you o'tentatious, bold or arrogant, they will conceive vour reli-
gion is an enemy to common rules of modefty, prudence or diffi-
dence, and will ridicule you as ignorant, and your teftimony as
fuule 5 if they find your countenarce daftardly, as if alhamed of
the crofs of Jefus Chrift, or his gofpel, they will glory in their
fiame. and bic’s God they were never galled with {uch a yoke.

2d Rure. Siand in perfeét unity, itriving together for the
faich of the Gofpel. You know at the mouth of two or threz
witnefles, every word fhall bzeftablithed. Nothing gives better
far¢tion to teltimony, than the harmony of witnefles, falle wit-
neiles will not agree ; bat faithful witneffes of purged judgment,
bolted fait by truth, meft accord in teftimony. To have one
mind and fpeak the fame things. it is good to enj>y the unity of
the {pirit, the bond of pezce. Live in peace among yourfelves,
and fréqiently commure together concerning the things that were
accomplithed at Jerufalem, aad ofall the things pertaining t>
the kingdom ; and if you feek his glory above your own, it is
impoffible for yeu to diticr, for the inkericance 1s {ufficient t) {a-
tisty all your withes. ifyoulave him who begot, you will love
them who are begotten. Charkty thinketh no evil—Above all
things put on charity, which is the bond of perfeitneis,® and
this will not cnly prove to all mea that you are Chirift’s diiciples,
bit they will take knowledge of your love one to another, and
that ye have bzen with Jefur, azd it will be an evidence of his
divinity, for love is of Gad, who is love.

* Charity is a trinciple of prevailing bve to God, and good
quill to men 5 which effelaally inclines one craowed with it, to
glorify God, and tods good to cthers ; tobe pazient, flow to anger,
and ready to furgive wrongs ; to jhew kindnefs to all, and feek the
good of others though auith prejudice to bimjelf. a perfon endowed
therewich, dees not interpret doubtful things to the werft fenfe ;
but the be, is forry for the jins_ of others, but rejoices wben one
dees well, and is apt to bear awith their [ailing: and infirmities,
wiihout giving any fantion fo evil, or beliexing it right ; and
laftly this grace is never lyff, but goes with us into ancther world
and is ex.réifed there,
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3a Rute. Keep a proper diftance between you aad the ene-
"my, and as you are lambs in the midft of wolves, you need the
wifdom of the ferpent, and the innocence of the dove. There is
no point in which you have more nced of divine wifdom (except
the knowledge of God) than in the relationfhip you fland to the
encmies of the crofs of Chrift; as you are of the fame family by
birth, ye muft be kind to ﬂrangerw for ye were bond men in E-
gypt. Thereis a kindnefs due to them never to be forgotten in
this life ; you muft in imitation of the Redeemer, love them with
a love of benevolence and benificence. 1f they hunges feced them,
if they thirt give them drink, if raked cloathe them, if fick
vifit them, melt them down with kindoeG, pluck the brands
from the fire ; thus you will thew yourfelves the children of your
father—but beware that ye do nct love them with a love of com-
placency, or countenanc: them with any token of approbation in
their wickednefs, or you will be fufpe@ted for a traltor in the
camp of Ifrael.  You will lofe confiderce at home, and confirm
the finner in his wickednefs, and in fo doing, you- will betray'
your king into the hands of his enemies.

Judas was on dangerous ground when he gotto covenantmg’.‘
with the high priefts, Chrift’s moft unnatural and worft foes,
are thofe of his'own houfe ; the confpiracy of all his perfccutors
was not more grievous than to hear Peter curfing and fwearing,
he knew not the man. This affliion every faithful minifler can
witne{s from falfe brethrer.” It will be improper that ye keep
company with them in their common fealts ; thus fayech the law,
but now I have written unto you not to keep company. If any
man thatis called 2 brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an
idolator, or a reviler, or a drunkard, cr an ex:iortioner, with
fuch an one do not eat, for every degree of encouragement you
give bim as fuch you confirm him in his apoftacy. 1fany man
obey not our word by this epiftle, note that man and have no
company with him that he may be afhamed.

But if by an oracle from the king you are prohibited common
fociability with his enemies how much more grievous to his fpirit
and woundirg tothe children of his people to fee you fit down
with the diforderly, who mutilate his word and corrupt his ordi-
nances under a pretence of being his {riends on purpofe to decoy
you over to the eremies camp.

You may conceive it the Lord’s table and your obje&t may be
to partake of the bread which is blefled ; the communion of his
body, or the cups which is bleffed, the communion of his biood 5
and that you deteft the errors (an&ioned by a corrupt church
But when we find you in the idol’s temple how fhall we difcrimi.
mate? 1f you have a meatal refervation in the fight of God, how
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M1l we know but yoa are what you appear to be—a wolf i
fheep’s cloathing, and that the charch was impofed upon by yoa
whe1 you was fet ameong her chilcren.

Mark the abfurdizy, you are folemnly atteting with all your
heart one thing unto God who is judge of your thoughts, and
as folemnly contracicting it by your actions in the eyes of men.

You believe that 2]l who fit down with you believe thearticles
of that church; now fappofe they did not, out believed as you
do, he is unclean to you and you to him (unlefs you have pubs
licly recanted) each of you arc right in your own eyes; and
each black in his fellows, though equally yoked to bear falfe
witnefs agzint the truth.

But if ye believe your fellow communicant ; unrighteous in
point of doétrire, &c. what fellow(hip can you have with him
when eating and drinking judgment to himfelf which you are
encouraging him to do? You may as well reconcile light and
darknefs—can Chrift or Belial, what part hath he-that believeth
with an infidel, or what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols, for ye azethe temple of the living God.

Will you take his members and make them the members of an
harlot —

Come out from among them, and be ye feparate, faith the
Lord, and touch not the unclezn thirg, and I will receive you;
and be a fatheruntoycu, and ye fhall be my fons and daughters,
faitn the Lord Alaighty.

4thRure.  Beexplicit in making a good profeffion pointeds
ly exh:diting to all men thelight in which you view the fcrip-
tures. This iseflentially neceflary as by the increafe of fetaries
the {criptures ase toriured into a thoufand forms, to fantion mer-
ccnary cefigns.

Thus the fyeophant clezgy by novel divinity, have taken the
izneraat valgar and {old thoma for {laves to tyrants, who findin
themfelves at the head ¢ a powerful troop, have compelled
thoufandsgon yield to the burthens they have lathed on, and put
tens of thouands to the moit excruciating deaths, who would not
Fay them divine homsge under the religious tone of compeiling
them to be true Chriftians.

Tke Devil has shifted the {cene ; the prefert node is to erzafe
all foundations good and bad, and blend all fcétaries in one, un-
der the name of Ckhriftian, thaeis, to pay no refpe&t to principle
or praftice, but build their eternal all, upon a fiae name to
teke away their reproach.

The fecret defign of this policy, isto entomb all the know.
ledg= obtained from the fathers in the church, who have fathful-
iy expounded to us the word of God ; preveat any dilcriminati- ;
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en between the vure and the impure, and thus by craft, takeycu
foul and body, and coalcfce you with the enemics of our Lord,
and cffeCtually invalidate your teftimmony.

Butchis t'w God of order will never fuffer, the wife fhall be
taken in their crafiinefs, that you may make the friends of truth
irreproachabic  exhibit a furm of found wcerds to the world,
toth for doétrine, government, worfhip and difcipline, and caufe
1t to be tau-ht to ycur children, that they may know his will,
and that the encmies may know the abiurdities they advance.

sth Rurs, Werthip Ged according to your profeflion witha
out wavering.  Ncthing will more effe@ually vnhear: your ene.
miee, than your ficbility ; this is the way to ftarve them to deaih,
for three fourths of their ::2a!, and nine tenths of the Devii’s dc-
fign, isto deccy you from your firong hold; if they czn get
vou only to countenance them by appearing in their atfembly,
they corciude the day is their own, for it betokens you doub: ihe
rcality of your owa principles, and that by a vigorous excrtien
of their ora:orial efufion, and fawning, lying flatteries, they
will overcome the balance of your attachment, as when a man
iries his ftrength upon a rotten tree and finds it will go and come,
is encouraged by every vibration. Meafuring ycu by themfelves
they are confideat you will be tzken as they were, by looking
upon the outward appearance. But Chrift forbids us to judge
accordirg to that which they glory in.® But Ineed not labor
with you in this matter, for Chrift’s fheep will not follow the
voice of ftrangers.

6'h Rure. San&ion your profeflion by a life becoming your
vocation ; never fuffer your prattice to give yeur profeffion the lie,
this would invalidate your teitimony, give an occafion to the cne-
my to blafpheme—ard tend to quench his holy f;irit, and make
you go halting to your grave. *;

But if they find you uniform ia principle and practice in 2fili¢ti-
on, in neceflities, in diftrefles, in ftripes, in imprilonments, in tu-
mults, inwaichinps, in falings, by purenefs, by knowledge, by
kindnefs, by the Holy Ghoft, by love unferg ned, by the word of
trath, by the power of God, by thearmor of righteoulnefs on the
right hand and on the left, &c. you will approve yourfelves his
faithful witneiles, and turn to flight whole armies of aliens. Final-
ly, brethren farewell, be perfed, be of good comfort, be of one
mind, livein peace, and the God of love and peace fhall be with
you —The grace of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the love of God,
and the communioa of the Holy Ghoft be with you all. AMEN.

s Compare Jobn 7. 24. with Cor, 5. 12
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