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PREFACE.

Tae Editor of this Memoir has done little more than to select
and arrange the papers of his beloved son. A few remarks have
been made with the view of noticing his early years, and connect-
ing the different periods of his short but active and not unvaried
life. The plan adopted was to let him speak for himself in his letters
and journals; though some letters from his missionary brethren,
and others in the ministry at home, who knew him, have been
given at the end of the volume. From these every reader will form
his own estimate of his character and acquirements. A few of the
many letters from Christian friends, as the sad intelligence of his
death reached thein, have also been inserted.

His letters for the most part were hastily written, many of them
in the confidence of Christian and endeared friendship. His jour-
nals also were written at the dates mentioned, and his other en-
gagements gave him no time to correct or copy them.

Two volumes of private journals were found after his death
among his papers ; but they were destroyed, in accordance with his
special written request to his friend Rev. M. J. Culbertson, or either
of his surviving colleagues.

The work has been stereotyped, and the entire expense of
this edition has been defrayed by Christian friends, to whom his
memory is very dear. Whatever profit may arise from the sale
will be applied to the enlargement of the Ningpo mission, under
the care of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian
Church.
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From the Rev. Jumes B. Ramsey, of the Choctaw Mission.

Spencer Academy, February bth, 1848.
WaLTer Lowrig, Esq.—

Dearest Sir :—Permit us to mingle our tears with yours on
account of the mournful intelligence from China. The paper
containing the intelligence had been lying for nearly a week on
the table unread, when, feeling unwell, I picked it up, and almost
the first thing that met my eye was the notice of your son’s death.
It came indeed like a thunderstroke ; and it was not tiu I had re-
tired to another room, and returned, that I could speak of it to
Mrs. Ramsey. I knew him, and loved him, and cannot now
think of him but with tears. How, then, must his sudden death
pierce a futher’s heart! ¢ When one of the members suffer, all
the members suffer with it.” This we now deeply feel, and it is
to assure you of our sympathy and our prayers that I now write;
pot to comfort, for consolation must come from another source ;
and how to draw it thence, your long experience in the Christian
life, and of the Spirit’s consolations, has doubtless fully taught
you. While your heart bleeds, as it must to a degree the stranger
knows not of, may the Spirit’s consolations abound, and the bless-
ed Saviour’s voice of love sweetly soothe and abundantly sustain
you ! :
) We feel his loss to be a common one, and one which the Church
must deeply feel, more deeply in proportion as his worth was
known. But still, why should we speak of a loss? The work in
which he was, and we are engaged, is carried on under the aus-
pices of a Leader who loves his cause and his people far better
than we, and who can make these things all instrumental in
hastening on the accomplishment of the great and glorious result.
“The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice.” Surely, then, his
people may at all times rejoice in his dispensations, even when
clouds and darkness are round about them.

His work was quickly done, and the Master has taken him to
himself. We would feel it to be a loud call upon ourselves to give
all diligence to do our Master’s work, as we may have but a short
time to honor our Saviour in.

Yours affectionately,
Jas. B. RamMsevy.

From the Rev. R. M. Loughridge, of the Creek Mission.

Creek Mission, January 24th, 1848.
WarLTer Lowrig, Esq.—
My Dear Sir :—I have just heard of your great bereavement,
and the great loss of the Church, in the death of your son Walter.
Isit true? The account came here in the New York OQbserver.
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