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TO

THE INHABITANTS
OF

NEW SETTLEMENTS
Bl REV. ALEXANDER PROUDFIT, D.D.

Brethrex, dearly beloved—"Mount Zion," by the

believing Iraelites, Avas emphatically pronounced, " beautiful

for situation, the joy of the Avhole earth." In the temple,

which there stood, were contained " the ark of the cove-

nant ; the mercy-seat;" the shekinah, or symbol of the

divine presence ; and " the oracles of the living God."

Thither the faithful among the Jews solemnly repaired at

their appointed seasons, and deemed it equally their duty

and glory to worship their King " in the gates of the daugh-

ter of Zion," The royal Psalmist, when driven into the

wilderness by the persecution of Saul, frequently cast a

longing look towards the temple of his Father ;
" his soul

thirsted for God, for the living God, that he might see his

power and glory, as he had seen him in the sanctuary."

He appeared to en\y even ''the swallow and sparrow,"

which had access to " the courts of the, Lord of hosts,"

when he was excluded.

But surely the Gospel church, although she may .appear

externally more simple, is internally and spiritually more

glorious. Here we have not the typical "mercy-seat, over-

laid with gold," but we have the great antitype, Jesus the

Divine Redeemer, through whose person and offices the

Eternal God condescends to hold communion with his peo-

ple, and they are emboldened to approach him with the

confidence of children. We have not merely the books of
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Moses, and the writings of the prophets—all that were en-

joyed by the ancient Jews—but we have the whole canon

of divine revelation completed : the New Testament, which

sheds light and glory over the Old. We have not barely

the paschal lamb, representing Messiah afterwards to ap-

pear, and to be offered a sacrifice for sin, but Jesus, " the

Lamb of God," as really incarnate, as already crucified, as

having actually endured and accomplished all that was

typified by Jewish sacrifices, or foretold by Jewish proph-

ets ; confirming the covenant by the blood of his cross, and

thus sealing over to his ransomed offspring the promises of

his Gospel and the inheritance of glory. We have not

merely the shekinah, or symbol of the divine presence, over-

shadowing the mercy-seat, but we have the everlasting

Father, spiritually present in the assemblies of his people.

There he graciously dwells, enlightening their understand-

ings, elevating their hearts, purifying their affections, and

refreshino- them with assurances of his love. " He clotheso
his priests with salvation," accompanying their administra-

tions with the power of his Spirit ; and " causes his saints

to shout aloud for joy." " On the mountains of Zion," the

temple of his grace, he makes the dews of heavenly con-

solation to descend, supporting the drooping spirits, and

" commandeth the blessing, even life for ever more."

This is an imperfect representation of the privileges

which attend the ordinances of God, and of those blessings

which are often experienced by his children in the sanctuary

of his praise.

What, beloved brethren, are your exercises, when you

are now exiles from his temple, and deprived of those joys

which are there to be expected ? Do you occasionally

reflect, with sorrow of spirit, on opportunities formerly en-

joyed, when you were permitted to attend "the house of

God with the voice of joy and praise ;" when you sat down,

from Sabbath to Sabbath, " under his shadow with great

delight," to hear from his servants the message of life.
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and to mingle with your brethren in adoring the conde-

scension and grace of the infinitely precious Jesus ? Does
it afford matter of humiliation and grief, that you are now
doomed to spend tedious days and weeks afar off from

the courts of your Father, destitute of that Gospel which

might prove the power of God to your own comfort, and

to the salvation of your beloved offspring? If such are

the secret exercises of your hearts, permit me now affection-

ately to ask,

1. How did you esteem and improve the ordinances of

religion, when they were actually enjoyed ? Was it your

care to cultivate the " incorruptible seed " sown in your

hearts by the dispensation of the word ? Were you often

expostulating with the adorable Spirit to water it with his

influences, and cause it to produce "the fruits of righteous-

ness to the glory of God the Father?" Or were the tidings

of great joy often heard with indifference, and attended

merely as your own convenience might dictate ? Jehovah

is awfully jealous of his institutions, and frequently writes

the sin of formal, careless professors in their punishment.

Sometimes, in his displeasure, he removes them from the

ordinances of his grace, or he removes the ordinances from

them, and thus teaches them the worth of their privileges

by the want of them. Such judgments were frequently

denounced against a spirit of slumber in the Old Testament

worshippers, and these judgments are no less threatened

against the indolent, unprofitable professor, in every suc-

ceeding age. " What could have been done more to my
vineyard, that I have not done in it?" saith God, enume-

rating the advantages of the Jews ;
" wherefore, when I

looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth

wild grapes ? I will take away the hedge thereof, and it

shall be trodden down ; I will also command the clouds

that they rain no rain upon it." A message no less alarm-

ing was denounced by the Evangelist John against the

church of Ephesus :
" Remember, therefore, from whence
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thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works ; or else

I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candle-

stick out of his place, except thou repent."

2. Examine, with deep solicitude, hy what motives you

were actuated in removing from a place where the institutions

of the Gospel were enjoyed. If the love of this world had an

undue influence in producing this change, you have reason

to apprehend the displeasure of God, for thus preferring

your temporal interests to the eternal welfare of your souls.

Parents often become discontented with their outward con-

dition ; they consult the worldly prosperity of themselves

and their families, without reflecting on their immortal con-

ceiTiS. Like Lot, as he looked over the plains of Sodom,

they behold some other country, that it is fertile, and will

probably aflord great worldly advantages ; they perhaps

too lightly break off" their church connections, resign their

church privileges, and go Avhere the sound of the Gospel

is rarely heard, and the waters of the sanctuary rarely

flow.

But whether your removal from the privileges of the

sanctuary was in any degree by your own fault, or not, let

me remind Tou, that although you now enjoy not the oppor-

tunity of worshipping God in the devotions of the temple,

there are various private institutions, which it is equally your

duty and interest to improve.

1. Be attentive daily to peruse some p)ortions of the sacred

Scriptures. Kext to the Gospel preached, the Gospel dili-

gently and devoutly read, has been usually effectual, through

the Holy Ghost, for sanctifying and comforting the heirs of

promise. In these lively oracles a full revelation of the di-

vine will and our duty is afforded ; we are taught what man

was originally, as formed by his Creator, " upright," and

perfect in every part, made " after the image of God, in

knowledge, righteousness, and holiness ;" we have also a

discovery of that misery into which our apostasy has plunged

us, that ''all flesh have corrupted their ways," are alienated
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from the life of God, and exposed to his wrath. While this

inspired volume reveals our ruin by the first Adam, it also

unfolds that mysterious, divinely gracious plan, which Jeho-

vah in his love has devised for our recovery, through the

sufterings of the "second Adam:" it exhibits the Son of

God in his mediatorial character as adapted to all the wants

and miseries of perishing man ; as " bearing our sins in his

own body on the tree ;" as bringing in everlasting right-

eousness, to secure our acceptance with the Father; as

" able to save to the uttermost" even " the chief of sinners,"

who have recourse to his mercy. These lively oracles bring

also to view the future condition of all men : that the " wick-

ed," theywhoknownotGod, and obey not his Gospel, "shall

go away into everlasting punishment ; but the righteous,"

all who are washed in the Saviour's blood, and sanctified by

his Spirit, and devoted to his service, shall be awarded to

"life eternal." Such are the infinitely important truths

which the Bible discloses, and which render it " worthy of

all acceptation," and of our most diligent perusal. " The

law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul ; the testi-

mony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple : more to

be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold."

Therefore, as you value your own souls, and the souls of

your offspring, " let this word of Christ dwell in you richly."

Be often reflecting upon it alone, and reading and repeating

it in your families.

2. Be careful to erect your altar to the Lord, and offer

up your spiritual sacrifice morning and evening. No argu-

ments are necessary to show that this is a reasonable service ;

that it is a tribute of gratitude justly due to the God who

formed and preserves you in a family capacity. It is in-

cumbent on parents and masters, in whatever circumstances

they are placed ; but, if a comparison may with propriety

be made, it appears more indispensable in your present sit-

uation. Being destitute of ministerial instruction, by visita-

tion, or catechizing, or the stated preaching of the word, it

VOL. V. 41
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becomes you to aim at supplying this want by greater dili-

gence in performing the private duties of religion.

It is an ancient remark, that every parent should officiate

as " a prophet, and priest, and king," in the circle of his

own family. It becomes him, as a prophet, to instruct

them ; to make them early acquainted with their guilt and

pollution, with the necessity of " being born of the Spirit,"

and hving by faith in Jesus for pardon and glory. As a

priest, he ought daily to intercede for his family, acknow-

ledging their iniquities, and looking by prayer for the com-

munication of every necessary blessing. It is incumbent on

him, as a king, to rule them in the fear of Jehovah, to main-

taui spiritual order, to correct whatever is irregular, and,

like Abraham, " command his children after him to keep the

ways of the Lord." Were all to whom the God of provi-

dence has intrusted the management of a family thus faithful

;

was it their chief solicitude to regulate the moral and re-

ligious conduct of their children and, " bring them up in the

admonition of the Lord," how happy beyond description

would be the result ! We should less frequently witness a

mournful ignorance in the rising generation ; we should be

less alarmed with the progress of those errors, by which

God is dishonored, the glory of Zion obscured, civil order

subverted, and the souls of men eternally destroyed.

Much may be done for the living God, and for the fu-

ture interest of those young immortals who are intrusted to

your care, by zeal and fidelity in your stations. But, if they

are permitted to grow up without suitable instruction, and

example, and discipline, what can be expected afterwards

but irreligion, profligacy, and a wanton compliance with

every prevailing opinion, however absurd and fatal ; and in

the end, without the extraordinary interposition of divine

mercy, eternal exclusion from the favor of God ? And tell

me, ye parents who are neglecting the spiritual nurture of

your children, is there nothing appalling, nothing melting in

the apprehension of their never-ending destruction? Do
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not your hearts recoil at the thought, that a son or daughter,

dear to you as hfe ; one whom you have tenderly nursed ;

for whose interest you rise early, and resign many comforts,

and encounter innumerable difficulties and dangers ; whose
opening powers you often behold with delight, and to whom
you look forward as your support in old age ; that such a

child should finally perish ; and perhaps, as it is dropping

into the gulf of perdition, should fasten its eyes upon you

in the horrors of despair, and charge its damnation to your

neglect? Read the following declarations, and tremble

while you read them :
" The curse of the Lord is on the

house of the wicked." *' He will pour his fury upon the

families which call not on his name."

3. Be particularly careful that the Sahhath of the Lord

be sanctified in your chvellings. No divine ordinance is in-

troduced with greater solemnity, nor enforced by weightier

considerations. There is no religious institution to the ob-

servation of which richer blessings are promised, nor against

the violation of which heavier judgments are denounced.
*' If thou call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,

honorable, and honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor

finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words

;

then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord, and I will cause

thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee

with the heritage of Jacob thy father ; for the mouth of the

Lord hath spoken it. But if you will not hearken unto me
to hallow the Sabbath-day, and not to bear a burden, then

I. will kindle a fire in your gates, and it shall devour your

palaces, and it shall not be quenched." Remember, how-

ever. Christian parents, it is not sufficient that you yourselves

cease from secular pursuits, and occupy that day in the

duties of religion. The Lord God has given commandment

concerning your children and household :
" Thou shalt not

do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy

man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, that is within thy gates."

Great vigilance is therefore requisite, not only for keeping
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your own hearts, but for directing the conduct of those who

are under your charge. Besides, you are more exposed,

while destitute of the pubhc ordinances, to waste that day

in idleness, or amusements ; and therefore greater watch-

fulness must be exercised. Those who have no sanctuary

to attend, almost necessarily become fatigued with unvary-

ing exercises at home ; and, without special vigilance, yield

to a spirit of sloth, or amuse themselves by improper visits

and recreations. Thus the holy Sabbath is profaned, the

most high God provoked, and wrath is ultimately brought

down on families and nations.

In order to prevent the Lord's day from appearing a

weariness, it may be proper occasionally to vary your ser-

vices. Besides the time occupied by individuals in secret

devotion, it may be expedient to call your families together

for reading portions of the Scriptures, or some practical

writings; for repeating psalms or hymns, and uniting in

songs of praise. Were the hours of the Sabbath judiciously

distributed in this manner, that sacred day, instead of ap-

pearing a burden, would become your delight ; it Avould be

rendered, through the divine blessing, an important means

of your progress in holiness, and a pledge of that rest which

all the redeemed shall hereafter enjoy in the heavenly

world : your own souls would be comforted and edified
;

your houses converted into little sanctuaries " for the Holy

One of Israel ;" and your children trained up for useful-

ness in this world, and salvation in the next.

4. In all your devotions, ivhether secret or social, spread

hefore a compassionate Saviour the desolate condition ofyour

settlements. Be importunate with Him, "who is head over

all things to the church," who "hath received gifts for

men," that he would send you " pastors according to his

own heart, who may feed you with knowledge and under-

standing." Tell him, "that the harvest is plenteous, and

the laborers" so "few," that thousands around you are

" perishing through lack of knowledge ;" tell him of your
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own necessities, of the necessities of your families, and

others ; and " give him no rest, until he have mercy upon

you," by sending you the stated administration of his word.

Again ; after you have been thus importunate with a

prayer-hearing God, communicate your desires to the min-

isters of religion, and to our missionary societies. Let the

cry from Macedonia, which reached the ears, and melted

the heart of the apostle, be wafted with every breeze from

your moral wilderness :
" Come over, and help us." If

there was a famine of bread or of water among you, could

you securely slumber ? "Would not the alarm be instantly

spread through every part of your settlement ? Would it

not be the subject of painful sohcitude to individuals, and

of conversation with each other, when you occasionally

meet ? And is there nothing alarming in the famine which

you already feel ; a " famine of the bread of life and the

water of life ;" of those ordinances which are usually hon-

ored for the salvation of men ?

Be exhorted also to improve, with becoming diligence,

the labors of those missionaries who occasionally visit you

:

receive them with all readiness, as " the messengers of our

churches, and the glory of Christ ;" invite them to your

houses ; cherish them with your conversation ; ask an inter-

est in their prayers, and give them an interest in yours,

that their hearts may be encouraged, and their " labors of

love" crowned with success; especially, wait with respect

and affection upon all their public administrations among

you : let not a single sermon which they preach, nor a relig-

ious conference or prayer-meeting which they appoint, be

neglected, when it is in your power to attend. Consider

the privations to which these servants of Jesus are neces-

sarily subjected, the toils which they endure, and the ex-

pense at which they are supported by the friends of Zion,

from a solicitude for your welfare ; and will it not appear

proper, that you continue ''instant in season and out of

season," in attending to their instructions ? " How beauti-

VOL. v. 41"^
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ful, upon the mountains, are tlie feet of him who bringeth

good tidings ; who pubhsheth salvation " to perishing sin-

ners ?

This Tract is prepared as a remembrancer of truths in

which you have probably been often instructed ; and it is

designed as a memorial that, although absent in body, there

are friends of Jesus with w^hom you were once acquainted,

who, as it were, yet present with you in spirit, earnestly

desire your consolation and peace ; and who, although the

relation which formerly existed between you and them is

dissolved by your removal, still affectionately regard your

spiritual and eternal welfare. I cannot conclude without

again reminding you, in their name, of the privileges which

you enjoy even in your present situation, and seriously and

affectionately urging you to improve them. Although de-

nied the pleasure of statedly entering the " gates of Zion,"

or testifying, at the sacramental table, your devotion to

Jesus, and affection to his dear followers, yet you have

access to the Scriptures, which you may daily consult for

direction and comfort. " This is the more sure word of

prophecy, to which you do well to take heed." But, while

the Bible in your houses is an unutterable privilege, recol-

lect also, that it greatly increases your responsibility ; and,

if neglected, must eternally aggravate your torment beyond

what language can express. " Search the Scriptures,"

therefore, for in them "ye have eternal life ;" and in read-

ing them, receive, as your only portion, that Saviour of

whom they testify. Like Mary, sit, with all humility, at

his feet, relying upon him for pardon and peace, for spirit-

ual light, and life, and joy, until "you receive the end of

your faith, even the salvation of your souls,"

Permit me also again to entreat you, while excluded

from the house of God on the Sabbath, to maintain the

"church in your respective houses," by the performance

of family religion morning and evening. This duty, devoutly

discharged, will supply in some degree the want of sane-
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tuary privileges ; it will have a tendency to impress the

consciences of your children with a sense of their depend-

ence on God, and prepare them for attending, with more

profit, the public ordinances, Avhen you may hereafter enjoy

them. But if you live without the form of godliness ; if

you sit down to the bounties of Providence without acknow-

ledging their author ; if you habitually retire to rest in the

evening, and resume 3"our labors in the morning, in the neg-

lect of family devotion ; I must regard all your pretended

anxiety for the institutions of the temple as empty hypocrisy,

as insult and mockery to a heart-searching Jehovah. He
who is not constrained, from a principle of respect to the

authority of God, to worship him in private, would not,

from proper motives, worship him in public, was the oppor-

tunity enjoyed. Besides, what answer can you render him

who has " written- to you the great things of his law," and

commanded you " to teach them diligently to your children

;

to talk of them, when you are sitting in the house, and

walking by the way ; when you are lying down, and rising

up ?"

And now, beloved brethren, let your consciences testify,

whether those whom God once placed over you to watch

for your souls, and on whose ministrations you were accus-

tomed to attend, did not faithfully urge you " to seek first

the kingdom of God ;" to aspire not after the profession

merely, but the power of godliness, as your happiness, and

honor, and interest ; whether they did not aim at persuad-

ing you, that the gain of a world could not materially profit,

with the loss of your souls, and of the great salvation. " My
heart's desire and prayer is," that the admonitions of those

men of God may not be forgotten, in your present separa-

tion from them ; that their influence may not be destroyed

''by the cares of this world," or the artifices of the great

adversary of your peace. Many of you who once listened

to the voice of the ministers of Christ, shall see their face

no more in the flesh ; but all that was formerly spoken, and
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all that is now written in these pages, is transcribed in the

records of heaven ; and if slighted, must appear as addi-

tional evidence to justify the Judge in pronouncing your

final condemnation. And, ah ! shall those who were once

set over you in the Lord, see upon his left hand any one

of you, to whom they have stood in the most tender and

endearing relation of a pastor ? and whom they have often

instructed "in the things which belong to your peace ;" or

to whose hands they have given the bread and the wine,

the consecrated symbols of his own body and blood ? Shall

they hear any one of you, in the anguish of despair, '' call-

ing upon the mountains and rocks to hide you from the face

of him who sitteth upon the throne," whom they have so

frequently exhibited to you as mighty and willing to save

you? Must they lift up their voice, saying, AMEX, to

that sentence which, louder than a thousand thunders, shall

burst upon the Gospel despiser, DEPART FROM ME, YE
CURSED.

Thou Holy Spirit, Jehovah, who art by office the applier

of the redemption of Jesus, bring to the recollection of the

readers of these pages every truth which has been either

spoken or written in conformity to thy will ; by thine

almighty energies upon their hearts, cause hfe to accompa-

ny these instructions, and render them effectual for alarm-

ing, or reclaiming, or confirming ; and to thee, thou di\T[nely

gracious Comforter, with the eternal Father, and the coe-

qual Son our Saviour, shall be ascribed the undivided honor,

both in time and through eternity.




