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ART. I. ExistiNG STATE of THE ART of INSTRUCTING

THE DEAF AND DUMB.

By Prof. Faroenick A.P. Bannand, of the New-York Institution for the Instruc

tion of the Deaf and Dumb.

l. Institution des sourds et muets par la voie des signes méthodiques; outrage

qui contient le projet d'une langue universelle, par l'entermise des signes

naturels, assujettis a une méthode. Par M. l'Abbé de L'Epée. Paris, 1776.

2. Le sourd-muet entendant parles yeur, ou triple moyen de communication

avec ces infortunés, par º: procédés abbreriatifs de l'écriture; suici d'un

#. d'imprimerie syllabique. Par le Père d'un sourd-muet. Paris, 1829.

ocabulary for the instruction of the; and dumb, upon the principles

established in the Manchester school. By William Vaughan. London and

Manchester, 1828.

4. Erster, zweiter, dritter und vierter Berichte des Verwaltungs-Ausschusses

der am 28 May 1827, gestifteten Taub-stummen-Schule für Hamburg und

das Hamburger Gebiet. Hamburg, 1828–1834.

FROM the comparative frequency with which the period

ical press has been made, in the course of the past few years,

the instrument of conveying information to the public relative

to the instruction of the deaf and dumb, the principal facts

connected with the history of this art, at least in our own

country, may be considered as generally known. It will

hardly be expected, therefore, that, in treating the subject

proposed at the head of this article, the writer should task

himself with again repeating incidents, which, if not familiar

to all, are probably so to most, and respecting which infor

mation may be elsewhere easily obtained.

Every institution erected for the humane purpose of

ministering relief to those unhappy beings, whom Providence,

in its inscrutable decrees, has condemned to endure the misery

of perpetual silence, must be an object both of interest and of

admiration to the philanthropist. To his eye every such insti

tution, isolated amid the broad expanse of human selfishness,

seems a gentle star, shedding abroad a lustre not of this

world, the brightness of that heavenly charity, which breathes

itself in the precept, “As ye would that men should do to

Wol. II. 47
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tice of this valuable work. There are some points of minor

importance, that we might mention, on which we do not en

tirely coincide with the author's views, and some others, in

regard to which we are doubtful whether he has correctly

stated the whole truth. But on the whole, as we have said,

we consider the work as greatly superiour to any of the books
hitherto in use for academical instruction.

ART. III. LETTER on Colonization.

From Rev. Alexanden Proudfit, D. D. Secretary of the New-York Young

Men's Colonization Society.

To the editor of the Lit. and Theol. Review.

WERY RESPECTED FRIEND,

WHEN any question in science, or politics, or religion, is

agitating the public mind, it is the privilege of every citizen,

as opportunity offers, to communicate his own views; and, if

these are correct, the honest enquirer after truth may be

brought to a proper conclusion, the wavering may be con

firmed, those who have erred in opinion may be reclaimed,

the objections of the caviling may be silenced, and the great

interests of society advanced. There is perhaps no question

at present of deeper solicitude to the American community,

to the patriot, or philanthropist, or Christian, than the inter

ests of our coloured population, and the most eligible mode of

promoting them. We all sympathize with them in their

present degraded condition; we are all anxious to elevate

their intellectual and moral character; but, among their pro

fessed friends, it is the great and embarrassing question, by

what means this object may be attempted with the greatest

probability of success? As I am associated with those who

prefer restoring them to the country of their fathers, I will

therefore, through the medium of your valuable periodical,

give a very cursory view of the history of colonization, in

different periods of time, and afterwards contemplate the ad

vantages which would probably result to the coloured people

among ourselves, and ultimately to the nations of Africa, by

reinstating them, with their own consent, in the homes of

their ancestors.



430 LETTER ON COLONIZATION. (SEPT.

It is obvious from history, both civil and ecclesias

tical, that the custom of colonizing is almost coeval with

the creation of the world, and is intimately interwoven

with the progress of society in every age. Soon after men

began to multiply upon the face of the earth, we find differ

ent families forming themselves into little groups or associa

tions, and, as adventurers, going abroad into some foreign

region for the purpose of promoting their interests by agri

cultural, or commercial, or other occupations: and it has

been noticed by naturalists, that as the animal tribes are fre

quently improved by a change of local situation, transitions

of this nature tend equally to the benefit of man; that by

a change of soil, of climate, of the mode of living, and of

other associations the health of the emigrants is promoted,

the period of human life is protracted, and other motives for

enterprize are presented, which conduce to the greater ex

pansion and improvement of the human mind. By indulg

ing this propensity for migrating from country to country, the

various members of the great human family are brought more

immediately into contact, and become acquainted with each

other; the bond of union among the different kindreds of

the earth is strengthened; man is led to feel more intimately

related to man, and the consideration that we belong to a

particular country or tribe is merged in the more generous

reflection that the world is our home, that all kindreds are

our brethren, and rising superiour to sectional considerations,

we feel obligated to. the interests of the whole. I

have remarked that this transition, from one country to

another frequently conduces to the improvement of health,

and to protract the period of human life; and this fact is

confirmed by the history of our own ancestors. Our fathers,

who emigrated to this continent from the old world, have

probably enjoyed more health, and in many instances have

lived to a greater age than their cotemporaries whom they

left in their native country.

The history of the world, during a period of four thou

sand years, consists, in no inconsiderable degree, of a history

of colonizing; of tribes removing from one region to another,

actuated by motives of avarice, or ambition, or inspired with

a hope of improving their condition, religious or civil. Thus

we find a colony of Phenicians, at an early period, leaving

Asia, their native residence, pushing their adventures into

Africa, under the auspices of Dido their princess, founding

the city of Carthage, and soon becoming competitors with
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Rome, the mistress of the world. We find the offspring of

Abraham colonizing from Canaan to Egypt with Jacob

their father, and after the lapse of four hundred years, by

the divine direction and with Moses their commander, re

turning as a colony from Egypt to Canaan. And imme

diately after the discovery of this continent by Columbus, in

the fifteenth century, we find some from almost every king

dom in Europe associating together, and as colonists seeking

an asylum in the new world, and in various instances this

migratory spirit has been overruled for advantages the most

important both to the church and society. The Jewish na

tion amidst all their wanderings, from the exit of Abraham

their ancestor out of Urr of the Chaldees, until their tribes,

“multiplied as the stars of heaven,” obtained the possession

of the promised inheritance, were a “light shining in this

benighted world;” they were honoured during a period of

more than fifteen hundred years to be the repository of

divine truth, diffusing the knowledge of the living God

among the nations with whom they sojourned. And who

can conceive the benign results to individual happiness, to

the improvement of civil society, to the extension of the

Christian church, and to the illustration of the rights of

man which have been already produced, and will probably

through all coming ages be produced, by the enterprize of our

pilgrim fathers who came, as colonists, to this western con

tinent? They have introduced a new era in the civil history

of our world; they have opened an asylum for the recep

tion and repose of the oppressed from every nation; they

have exhibited in a new light the doctrine of the rights of

man, and formed a civil constitution which, if preserved by

us their offspring, will probably be imitated as a model of

free government by other kindreds to the end of time.

But in the whole history of colonization, through all pre

ceding ages, there is perhaps not a solitary instance in which

the experiment has incurred less expense, has experienced

less disaster, has been less accompanied with the sacrifice of

human life, and few which under the continued smiles of a

benignant Providence promise more extensive or lasting ad

vantages, than the colonies planted by American philanthro

pists on the margin of Africa. Although the Jewish nation

emigrated from Egypt by the immediate command of Heaven,

and had “the pillar of cloud and of fire,” the pledge of the

Divine presence, to direct them in their journeyings, yet their

Wol. II. 55
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history is little else than a history of disaster, of disappoint

ment, and suffering. So grievously were they tried by Pha

raoh, at the Red sea, at the waters of Mara, by fiery serpents,

by the invasion of the Amalakites, and other enemies, that

they “murmured against Moses and against God, asking if

there were no graves in Egypt, that they were brought to die

in the wilderness;” and of the many thousands who departed

“from this their house ofbondage,” two only survived to reach

the land of promise. And all who are acquainted with the

origin of the first settlements in this country will acknow

ledge, that the discouragements hitherto experienced by the

Colonization Society, in its benevolent designs, scarcely ad

mit of a comparison with the appalling difficulties en

countered by our fathers who, as pioneers, first penetrated

the forests of America. “The colony planted at Jamestown,

Virginia, in May, 1607, consisted of a hundred persons, and

before September of that year was reduced to fifty, and soon

after to thirty-eight, when it was reinforced by the arrival

of one hundred and twenty. In 1609 a farther addition of

one hundred persons was made, and the colony then amount

ed to five hundred souls, but by imprudence, extravagance,

and dissipation they were reduced in six months to sixty

persons. In 1611 the colony had increased to two hundred.

In 1622 it had become still more populous, when it was at

tacked by the Indians, and three hundred and forty-seven

men, women, and children, were cut off. About one hun

dred and fifty thousand pounds sterling had been expended

in planting the colony, and more than nine thousand per

sons had been sent from England; and yet at the expiration

of seventeen years it consisted of one thousand and eight

hundred persons; while on the coast of Africa, with no gov

ernmental patronage and without royal smiles or favour,

against wind and tide, against scorn and prejudice, in thir

teen years, there are connected with the colonies about four

thousand souls.”

Probably there has rarely appeared in our world a gen

eration more self-denied and holy; more solicitous to preserve

the purity and promote the prosperity of Zion, than the Puri

tans who first touched the shores of this continent on the

rock at Plymouth; and how appalling in their nature and

rapid in succession were the difficulties which they were

called to endure ? Wave of adversity after wave met their

little bark, and threatened to overwhelm them at every mo
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ment in the execution of their enterprize. Obstacles, insur

mountable to the eye of sense, were thrown in their way by

the hand of heaven and of earth, as they attempted to retire

from England to Holland, afterwards at their embarkation for

this country, during their voyage over the Atlantic, and after

they reached the shores of America. Many of them died by

disease, others fell sacrifices to the severity of the climate,

others perished with hunger, and others were cut off by the

relentless hand of the savage. They were men of no ordi

nary resolution, and destined by divine Providence for the

execution of no ordinary purposes, or their faith must have

failed amidst trials so complicated and long continued. . Pre

ferring “the flesh pots of Egypt” to a grave in the desert,

they must have abandoned their undertaking, and returned

to their native country.

I therefore repeat the assertion, without the apprehension

of being charged with extravagance, by any who are ac

quainted with the history of colonization, either in ancient or

modern times, that all the discouragements experienced by

us in relation to the colonies in Africa scarcely admit of a

comparison with any similar attempt recorded in the annals

of the world. And if we can ascertain the favour of God

by the smiles of his providence, we may conclude that our

purpose has been accepted of him, and has received his bene

diction. And if our motives are pure, and our measures

are pursued with prudence, and patience, and perseverance,

why need we doubt of success in the issue 2 The object of

the Society is to relieve the oppressed; and will not this

design meet the approbation of Him “whose tender mercies

are over all his works;” who has commanded us to “undo

the heavy burdens, and let the oppressed go free?” Through

these colonies, as a moral light-house erected on the shores

of Africa, we wish to pour the radiance of divine truth on

her benighted population, and bring another portion of our

globe within the sphere of the “Sun of Righteousness;” and

can this design fail to enjoy the favour of HIM who has

“sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world; to be a light

to lighten the Gentiles, and for salvation to the ENDs of the

earth.”

In a recent communication, I represented the condition

of the colonies in their spiritual aspect; the large pro

portion of them who have come out of the world by a

visible profession of religion, and their uniformly exemplary
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deportment; I will now exhibit, from sources of information

equally authentic, their comforts in a temporal respect, and

their prospect of future growth and prosperity. Mr. Wil

son, who has resided among them for many years in the

capacity of a preacher, gives the following account: “Libe

ria, for eligibility of situation, is not often excelled, and the

facilities held out for a comfortable living, are rarely equal

led; industry and economy are sure to be rewarded with a

generous competency; for proof of which I refer you to a

Williams, a Roberts, a Barber, and others who, a few years

ago, possessed very limited means, but are now living in

all the affluence and style which characterize the wealthy

merchant and gentleman in Virginia.” Mr. Elliott, after a

long residence in Africa, and enjoying opportunities for ex

tensive observation, remarks, “that the colonists all seem

comfortable and contented; they are engaged in getting

timber, in building houses, and clearing the country, in

which they are making good progress; the land is fine, and

a little back from the sea is rich and productive ; indigo,

coffee, pine-apples and other fruits grow wild. I have visit:

ed the coast from Sierra-Leone to a hundred miles leeward

from Cape Palmos, and think that Bassa-Cove" is the best

spot that could have been selected for a colony; the reports

that the slave-trade has been carried on at the old colony

are utterly false; very few are intemperate, and the traffic

in spirits is much diminished through the influence of tem

perance societies; some few are discontented, but these are

the worthless and the idle.” The testimony of another Co

lonist, dated Monrovia, March 3, 1835, is equally satisfac

tory. “God in his providence has been pleased to spare

my life, and my health is so good, that I intend to open my

my school soon; I don't think that sickness and mortality

have been more common here, since my arrival, than in

different parts of the United States; the settlers are gene

rally civil and moral; religion has formed a connexion with

temperance, and an intoxicated person is rarely seen; there

is a Bible-class and a Sabbath-school at the Cape; taking

into consideration the great ‘field that is ripe for harves''

and that there are some to labour therein, we may thank

God and take courage.” And Dr. McDowal, the colonial

* The Colonies recently established by the Colonization Society of New"

York and Pennsylvania, are located at this place.
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physician, mentions in a letter dated Edina, near Bassa

Cove, May 26, 1835, and received to-day, “that the men in

the colony are busy putting up their houses on their farm

lots; in general they say they are contented, and would

not go back to America. This is particularly the sentiment

of the most intelligent among them.”

Such is the situation, both in a temporal and spiritual

respect, of these colonies, and with what emotions of plea

sure must the Christian philanthropist contemplate these

scenes of order and felicity? How is his imagination de

lighted while it draws a contrast between the former de

pendent, depressed, degraded condition of the colonists, and

their present privileges, and future prospects? How is he ani

mated to go on in the execution of a scheme fraught with bles

sings incalculable to children of thesame family with himself?

What pleasure must it afford to all who are co-operating in

this scheme of benevolence to learn from testimony not to be

questioned, that their beneficiaries appear temperate, indus

trious, prosperous in their secular pursuits, enjoying all the

comforts of life, enjoying also the means of cultivation both

mental and moral, and many of them apparently exulting in

that liberty with which the sinner is made free by the Son

of God

I intended in this letter to have presented our prospects

of sending, through these colonies, the blessings of civilization

and Christianity to the tribes of Africa; but that must be

reserved as the subject of another communication. That

through the divine benediction upon the efforts of the bene

volent institutions of our country and world, the earth may

be speedily filled with the knowledge of the Lord, is the

prayer of -

Your fellow labourer in the Gospel,

ALEXANDER PROUDFIT.

Rev. LEONARD Woods, Jun'r.
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